
SECTION NINE: DESIGN STANDARDS FOR WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS (cont.)

(n) The first one inch of runoff from impervious surfaces shall be

retained on the site of the development;

(o) Runoff from parking lots shall be treated to remove oil and

sediment before it enters receiving waters;

(p) Detention and retention areas shall be designed so that shore-

lines are sinuous rather than straight and so that the length of shore-

line is increased, thus offering more space for the growth of littoral

vegetation;

(q) The banks of detention and retention areas shall slope at a

gentle grade into the water as a safeguard against drowning, personal

injury or other accidents, to encourage the growth of vegetation and to

allow the alternate flooding and exposure of areas along the shore as

water levels periodically rise and fall;

(r) The use of drainage facilities and vegetated buffer zones as

open space, recreation and conservation areas shall be encouraged.

Commentary

Design standards create limitations on the specific methods that
can be utilized to achieve the performance standards of Section Eight.
For example, the performance standard that requires runoff after

-development to approximate the rate, quantity and timing of runoff
under natural, predevelopment conditions could be met by constructing
a deep, rectangular pit to trap runoff which could then be pumped out
on a schedule that approximates the natural, predevelopment hydro-
period. Obviously, that solution would not be desirable because the
.pit would be unsightly, usable for only that limited purpose and the
use of the energy to run the pumps would be wasteful. Design standards
constrain such undesirable solutions. The list of design standards
included in the ordinance should be augmented when appropriate to meet
the needs of a community.

One of the most common infirmities of local regulatory programs,
and one which prompts many lawsuits, is the lack of clear guidelines
to a regulatory board in its decision-making. The performance and
design standards in the Model Ordinance create the necessary objective
guidelines to guide decision-making. Some design standards were
adapted or modified in part from Model Ordinances for Use by Local
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