
SECTION FIVE: APPLICABILITY (cont.)

of surface water runoff;

(ii) have a significant adverse impact on a wetland,

watercourse or waterbody;

(iii) significantly contribute to the degradation of water

quality;

(iv) otherwise significantly impair attainment of the

objectives of this ordinance.

Commentary

Land should not be divided without consideration of environmental

factors. For example, if there are wetlands on the property which detain

and purify water, recharge groundwater and perform other valuable functions,
then the land should be subdivided in a way that ensures their preservation.
No lot should be created unless it contains enough dry upland area so it

can be used without having to drain the wetland. Similarly, consideration

must be given to reserving sufficient land for components of the drainage
system, roads, utilities and other services. All of these decisions

should be made with consideration of the impact on surface water runoff.
Therefore, approval of a water management plan is required before re-

cording a plat or subdividing land. Changes in existing drainage systems

should be made only after careful evaluation and therefore prior approval
of a water management plan is required before any such changes are made.

The ordinance is applicable to a broad range of development activities
that have the potential to cause adverse impacts on water resources. It

may not be possible or desirable, however, to regulate all development
activity. Therefore provision is made for a system of exemptions and

waivers. The difference between the two is that exemptions are granted
in the ordinance, whereas waivers are granted by the local agency under
the authority of the ordinance. There is no requirement for the sub-

mission of any information regarding exempted activities. The category

should include only those activities that would clearly not have adverse

impacts. Waivers may be used to relieve other types of development that
are not likely to have significant adverse impacts from the requirement
of submitting a water management plan. Unlike exemptions, however, some

preliminary information regarding the proposed activity must be available
to the agency for use in deciding whether a waiver is appropriate. Be-

cause certain types of development have such a high potential for causing

significant adverse impacts, the local agency has no discretion to waive
the reguirement of submitting a water management plan with regard to them.

The specific listings in this section are only illustrative of the

types of development that might be exempted or made ineligible to receive
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