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According to Madison County Superintendent 

of Schools Shirley Joseph, Madison County 
schools will continue with "distance learning" 
through the remainder of the school year. This 
news comes after Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
announcement on Saturday, April 18. 

Supt. Joseph said that the district will continue 
providing lunches through Wednesday, May 20. 
Thursday, May 21, and Friday, May 22, were 

scheduled to be half-days, so no decision has been 
made regarding lunches for those days. Friday, 
May 22 was set to be the final day of the current 
school year. Times and pick-up locations for the 
provided lunches will remain the same. Those 
locations are the Madison Church of God, Lee 
Elementary School, Pinetta Elementary School, 
Greenville Elementary School, Pineland Baptist 
Church and St. James Baptist Church. 

"There have been a few challenges," said Supt. 
Joseph of the distance learning. "As a whole, I 
think it has gone well. We have continued 

educating the kids. During this time of year, we 
would normally be testing and having numerous 
field trips. We haven't had those interruptions, 
which has resulted in more education. I think we 
have been able to stay caught up."  

At Aucilla Christian Academy (ACA), 
Principal Richard Finlayson said the students at 
ACA will also continue to receive education 
virtually and remotely. 

No final decision regarding possible 
graduation ceremonies have been made at any 
school. 

Distance learning will continue
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If you've spent a summer in Florida, 

you know the Sunshine State produces 
some of the hottest temperatures in the 
nation. And while the temperatures keep 
climbing the charts as April creeps 
along, it's not only time to break out 
your swimwear and flip flops; it's time 
to pay attention to the dangers of dry 
weather and its deadly mixture with fire. 

It is the undeniable duty of the 
Florida Forest Service (FFS) to prevent 
wildfires. On State Road 53, local 
foresters at the Harvey Greene Sr. 
Forestry Center keep the public 
informed by steadily updating the Fire 
Danger Index (FDI) sign, which is 
located roadside accompanied by the US 
Forest Service mascot, the beloved 
Smokey Bear. 

According to FFS, the FDI is a 
continuous reference scale for 
estimating the potential for a fire to 
start, which 

Stay alert – Prevent wildfires
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Following new developments over 

the weekend, two employees and one 
resident at Lake Park of Madison 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, in 
Madison, have tested positive for 
COVID-19, Executive Director Karen 
Soehner announced on Monday, April 
20. 

On Saturday, April 18, Florida 
released a long list of over 300 nursing 
facilities in the sunshine state. Lake 
Park of Madison was listed as the only 
nursing facility in Madison County with 
positive cases. 

"First, we want to express our 
heartfelt concern for our resident and 
staff members who have been diagnosed 
as positive for the coronavirus. Our 
thoughts are also with each individual's 
loved one at this difficult time," says 
Soehner. "Our residents, resident 

representatives 
and staff consider each other 
family and we have built a very 
caring culture in our center." 

The first positive cases came 
on Friday, April 17, when the 
facility was notified by the 
Florida Department of Health 
that two employees tested positive for 
the virus after a visit with their local 
healthcare providers. In the same 
afternoon, a resident showed symptoms 
of COVID-19 and was tested, receiving 
positive results on Saturday, April 18. 

In a press release issued on Monday, 
April 20, Soehner stated that the nursing 
and rehabilitation facility is remaining 
in "very close communication" with 
health officials – both on a local and 
state level – to ensure the appropriate 
measures are being taken in the wake of 
the recent positive results. The 
experienced executive director also 

expressed gratitude to the Madison 
County Department of Health and 
Madison County Emergency 
Management, calling them "outstanding 
teams." 

"We fully recognize how difficult 
this time is for our residents and for 
their loved ones who have been 
restricted from any contact with beloved 
family members," Soehner added. 
"Working in conjunction with all 
appropriate authorities, we are doing 
everything we can to minimize the risk 
of exposure to all of our residents and 
our 

Lake Park of Madison employees,  
resident COVID-19 positive
Lake Park of Madison employees,  
resident COVID-19 positive
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According to the 

Madison County 
Health Department, 
there have now been 
25 total cases of 
COVID-19 in 
Madison County. A 
total of 10 new 
positive cases have 
been reported since 
Thursday, April 16. In 
all, these have resulted 
in three 
hospitalizations. The 
rest of the cases have 
received or are 
receiving treatment at 
home. All positive 
cases were or are 
being isolated. The 
latest cases include a 
60-year old male, two 
64-year old males, a 
19-year old female, a 
38-year old female, a 
69-year old male, an 
80-year old male and 
an 89-year old male. 
Details of the two 
latest cases were not 
available as of press 
time. The health 
department announced 
on Monday, April 20, 
the 89-year old male 
had, sadly, passed 
away. "[The Madison 
County Health 
Department] would 
like to express our 
condolences to his 
family and loved 
ones," said Lisa 
Hayes, Department of 
Health spokesperson. 
"The cause of death is 
pending review by the 
medical examiner." 

In total, 187 tests 

First  
possible 
COVID 

death in  
Madison  
County 

See “COVID” on page 3

See “Lake Park” on page 3

See “Stay alert” on page 3
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"We are doing 
everything we can to 
minimize the risk of 
exposure to all of our residents and our 
staff and will continue to do so until the 
coronavirus threat has subsided." 

 - Karen Soehner

The Fire Danger Index (FDI) is displayed daily at the Harvey Greene Sr. Forestry Cen-
ter, in Madison. The center is located just south of Greene Publishing, Inc. on State Road 
53. [Rick Patrick/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

COVID-19  
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Here at Greene Publishing, Inc. (the Madison 
County Carrier and The Madison Enterprise-
Recorder) we take pride in our work. We work hard 
to bring the citizens of Madison County the local 
news, to the best of our ability.  

The purpose of a 
newspaper is to inform, 
interpret and entertain.  

We try to keep you, our 
readers informed by providing 
you with facts, statistics and 
feature stories. We report on 
stories that directly and 
indirectly affect all of us, here 
in Madison County, not always 
telling what you want to know, 
but what you might NEED to 

know. Within our pages, we also try to entertain you 
with (the same) feature stories, occasional puzzles, 
opinionated columns and "Did you know" sort of 
stories. Classified ads and display ads also inform 
you, the readers, of what's happening within your 
community and what sales are going on. It is our 
desire to keep everyone informed of events around, 
the world as well as those in our own backyard. 

The reporters here at Greene Publishing work 
long hours, carry an unpredictable schedule, attend 
events and meetings, continually search out new 
and exciting stories, and also continually try to 
follow up on leads to finish a story out to the end. 
Our journalists' job description calls for hard work, 
good ethics, quality writing and, in his/her heart, the 
desire to tell the truth. It is a stressful job, but a 
very rewarding one, as well! 

We try our best to cover all aspects of Madison 
County… school, sports, community, crime, 
business and municipality news. That is what we 
strive for here at your local newspapers; to inform 
you of what is happening within your community. 
Often times this is a hard task. There are times we 
have to really put on our "thinking caps" and "dig" 
to find stories that are "new" and informative and/or 
fun to read. Other times we seem overwhelmed 
with things to write about, and just don't have 
enough pages to fit all the news. These are the times 
when certain stories end up running later than what 
we had hoped they would.  

However, there are some times that we really 
try to cover certain stories/events, but are not able 
to obtain all the information we need in order to 

write the story. As hard as we try; the countless 
phone calls and emails just never seem to net us 
"the" story.  

So, if you (as a parent or as a reader) have ever 
noticed that some schools' activities weren't covered 
as well as other schools' activities, or some 
churches events are covered more so than other 
churches, etc., please know it is not from the lack of 
our trying or our want and desire to cover more 
events. Sometimes we are not able to get our phone 
calls answered or to get our stories followed 
through as well as we would desire. Sometimes it is 
because certain schools, businesses, clubs, churches 
and organizations "feed" us more story ideas and 
information than the others do. Our wish would be 
to fill page after page, of the newspapers, with 
stories about every church, every club, every 
organization, every school function and every sport 
that is in Madison County! 

To you, our patrons and our readers, we thank 
you for giving us the opportunity to serve you and 
this county. We have always, and will always, 
welcome any additional news items, thoughts and 
ideas that you may have. Please always feel free to 
call us at (850) 973-4141.

EMERALD G. 
PARSONS 
Publisher

Emerald’s Gem Box: We want your stories

In the Judeo-Christian world, the beginning of 
earth's history is described in the first book of the 
Bible – Genesis. Since it is the first recorded history 
on earth, we can make a valid claim for the genesis 
or origin of earth's beginning. In fact, the word 

genesis commonly means 
beginning, thanks to this 
association. 

As we begin to look back 
on the origin of the coronavirus 
that has wreaked so much 
hardship on the world, it is 
natural to look back at Wuhan 
in the Hubei province of China 
where the outbreak first 
occurred. Recent reporting by 

Fox News suggests that the virus escaped from the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology. Among the researchers 
who were examining viruses was Dr. Shi Zhengli, 
who many believe was patient zero, the first human 
infected. Because of lax safety protocols, Dr. Shi 
left the lab carrying the virus to a local wet market 
where others became infected. This may have 
occurred in mid-November. 

Chinese officials vehemently deny this report, 
but are they to be trusted? Can we trust the data 
coming from the totalitarian government of the 
world's most populous nation? 

The government and public health officials in 

Taiwan do not! They've been 'burned' before by 
false reporting from China, so they were naturally 
skeptical from the very beginning. Just after 
Christmas, they sent a communique to the World 
Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva saying their 
evidence suggested human-to-human transmission 
of the virus. 

Because WHO is an arm of the United Nations 
and, at China's insistence, refuses to recognize 
Taiwan, the email was ignored and eventually, 
covered up. For three more weeks, which is an 
eternity during the early stages of a pandemic, 
China covered-up the source and severity of the 
virus, and WHO parroted their claims.  

On Tuesday, Jan. 14, the Chinese government 
realized the severity of the outbreak and restricted 
travel within their country to and from Wuhan. 
Nearly a week later on Monday, Jan. 20, Premier Xi 
of China admitted to the world that the coronavirus 
was spread by human-to-human contact. The next 
day, the Trump Administration announced travel 
restrictions, first from Wuhan, and next, from China 
in general. Still later, the travel restrictions were 
extended to Europe when the viral contamination 
spread rapidly. It has all been downhill since then, 
first in cases of those infected and then the mortality 
of victims. The human and economic toll has been 
devasting. 

The Chinese government vehemently denies 

that the virus began in a lab and then jumped to a 
human researcher. Their story all along has been 
that it began in a wet market and jumped from 
animal to human. Regardless of where it originated 
in Wuhan, the origin appears to be accidental. But 
the cover-up of the cause and effect has been 
devastating and that is neither accidental or 
forgivable. 

Transparency is so important for this kind of a 
health epidemic outbreak. WHO's complicity in this 
disaster is unforgivable. Their mission is to protect 
the health of the world and they failed miserably. 
When Taiwan waved the red flag, WHO had the 
perfect opportunity to dig into the allegation and 
alert public health officials across the world. 

The United States is by far the largest public 
donor to the World Health Organization, 
contributing nearly a quarter of their annual budget. 
I'm not suggesting that we cut them off because the 
health of the world's population is very important, 
but we must demand accountability. They failed in 
their mission. They spend lavishly for their own 
'rich and famous' lifestyle. As the old saying goes, 
'it is easy to spend someone else's money.'  

Out of every crisis comes the opportunity (old 
Chinese proverb) to reform and make things not 
only anew but better. That is our challenge with the 
World Health Organization. Who will hold WHO 
accountable? 

National Security: Origin

JOE BOYLES 
Guest Columnist

As the coronavirus continues to ravage our 
country, New York City is one of the hardest hit by 
this pandemic. Medical centers and hospitals were 
overwhelmed with the sick and dying, and the city 
desperately needed help. Samaritan’s Purse 

dispatched a field hospital to New 
York City’s Central Park. 

Opposition to the Christian 
charity’s presence was immediate. 
While the charity is claimed to be 
anti-gay, the truth is, its doctrinal 
statement supports traditional, 
biblical marriage “as the 
foundation of the family and the 
basic structure of human society.” 

The statement goes on to say, 
“For this reason, we believe that 

marriage is exclusively the union of one genetic 
male and one genetic female.” That is not merely a 
statement of faith, it is statement grounded in 
scientific reality. The sustainability of the human 
race is dependent upon this simple truth. 

Every human being, including homosexuals, 
owes their existence to heterosexual genetics 
because two men or two women cannot produce 
children. But to simply point out that truth is 
considered hateful and intolerant by the LGBTQ 
community. 

One gay activist protesting the presence of the 
Samaritan’s Purse field hospital said, “How was this 
group ever considered to bring their hatred and their 
vitriol into our city at a time of crisis when our 
people are fighting a pandemic?” 

The answer to that question is a simple one. 
Even though Christians believe homosexuality is a 
sin, we also believe every person is created in the 
image of God endowing each individual with 
intrinsic worth. Christians love their enemies, and in 
a time of crisis are willing to put their lives on the 
line to treat with compassion and mercy the sick and 
the dying. 

At no expense to the city of New York, 
Samaritan’s Purse set up a 68-bed field hospital that 
has treated 119 people, released 44, and is currently 
treating 55 patients. While the LGBTQ crowd is 
standing on the sidelines spewing hate and vitriol, 
Samaritan’s Purse 
volunteers are putting 
their lives on the line 
treating the sick and 
dying. 

If the LGBTQ 
community truly cares 
for their fellow New 
Yorkers, why don’t they 
pool their resources and 
establish a field hospital? 
Why, if they are so 
benevolent and tolerant, 
aren’t they doing 
something productive to 
alleviate the suffering 
rather than protesting 
those who are? 

Franklin Graham, 
son of Billy Graham and 
the founder of 
Samaritan’s Purse, said 
when it comes to 
accepting patients, “We 
provide our services to 
everyone regardless of 
race, ethnicity, religion, 
sexual orientation…We 
don’t discriminate. 
Period.” 

Step back from the 
rhetoric on both sides 
and ask yourself who is 
living up to what they 
claim and doing 
something productive to 

help? Who is actually showing love? 
Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, 

that one lay down his life for his friends,” John 
15:13. Who do you think is living up to the words of 
Christ?

Christian Concepts: Greater love

GARY B. KING 
Guest Columnist
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have been processed for Madison County, resulting in 162 negative results. This equates to a 12.4 percent positive rate. "As 
more positive cases are anticipated, it is imperative that everyone practice social distancing and remain at home other than for 
essential and necessary activities," said Hayes. "Everyone has a role in preventing the spread of the virus." 

COVID 
Cont. from page 1

staff and will continue to do so until the 
coronavirus threat has subsided." 

In March, Lake Park of Madison began 
screening visitors entering the nursing home, 

checking their temperatures prior to proceeding past the lobby. Visiting 
hours were restricted, however, all nursing homes in the state of Florida 
were ordered to restrict all visitation on Saturday, March 14. The ban 
remains in effect today. 

While visitors remain restricted from entering any nursing facility in 
the state of Florida, Lake Park of Madison is consistent in protocols by pre-
screening residents prior to admission. The facility also continues to 
practice infection control techniques and dons personal protective 
equipment, masks and gloves. 

Additionally, all residents who show symptoms are being tested for 
COVID-19. Other residents who are tested are determined by the local 
health department. "We notify the department of health if any patient 
develops symptoms," says Soehner. "We screen, we call, they test." 

"The Florida Department of Health in Madison County is working with 
local nursing homes to proactively test residents and staff to prevent the 
spread of coronavirus," said Lisa Hayes, spokesperson for the Florida 
Department of Health. "Nursing home populations are at the highest risk of 
developing serious complications from COVID-19 because residents are 
typically older or disabled adults often with underlying chronic medical 
conditions." More information about COVID-19 in long-term care facilities 
in Florida is available at https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/LTCF-List-041920.pdf.

Lake Park 
Cont. from page 1
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As COVID-19 cases continue to rise globally, 

residents, businesses and agencies across the state 
are taking necessary action to safeguard 
themselves. In an effort to minimize face-to-face 
interaction as much as possible, the Florida 
Department of Corrections (FDC) has suspended 
visitation at all correctional institutions statewide, 
including Madison Correctional Institution (MCI). 
The suspension will remain in effect through 
Thursday, April 30. 

"Every month, FDC is fortunate to have more 
than 30,000 visitors from across the country enter 
our correctional institutions to visit their loved 
ones," said FDC secretary Mark Inch. "During this 
State of Emergency, it's critical we take all 
precautions necessary to minimize the potential 
risk to the inmate population and staff charged 
with their care and custody. This decision has been 
made in close consultation with our partners at the 
Florida Department of Health and with 

correctional best practices being reviewed 
nationwide." 

While face-to-face physical visitation is 
prohibited at this time for the well-being of 
correctional officers, inmates and other staff, other 
forms of visitation are made easy through FDC's 
partnership with Securus, a visual communication 
system allowing connection with an incarcerated 
individual, and JPay, a secure money transfer 
system. JPay Stamps will serve as a form of 
payment for emails, photos and VideoGrams. 

During this time of physical visitation 
suspension, Securus and JPay will offer: 

One free video visitation per JPay account •
linked to a Florida inmate 

Two free phone calls (up to 15 minutes) per •
incarcerated individual each week 

Four free JPay stamps for each inmate, each •
week (stamps credited on Friday mornings) 

Also, the cost of outbound VideoGrams, from 
inmates to friends or family members, will be 
reduced by 50 percent. Instead of four JPay 
Stamps, inmates will only pay two JPay Stamps 

per VideoGram. 
"We are doing all we can to keep our inmates, 

staff, community and our families safe," said 
Secretary Inch, following the extension of the 
visitation suspension. "During this state of 
emergency, it's critical we take all precautions 
necessary to minimize the potential risk to the 
inmate population and staff charged with their care 
and custody." 

According to FDC, illnesses that spread from 
person to person can develop quickly in a 
correctional environment. Anyone entering a 
correctional institution will be screened, and 
entrance will be restricted if they: 

Have traveled and returned from China, Iran, •
Italy or South Korea within the last 14 days 

Have signs or symptoms of a respiratory •
infection such as fever, cough, shortness of breath 

Have had contact with someone who has or is •
under investigation for COVID-19 

For more information on the steps FDC is 
taking to prepare for COVID-19, visit 
www.dc.state.fl.us/comm/index.html.

FDC suspends visitation until April 30
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would require suppression action on any given 
day. The FDI is determined through two 
components. One of those determining factors is 
the forecast/actual Energy Release Component 

(ERC), which acts as a composite fuel moisture index. The other component 
is the forecast/actual minimum relative humidity, the ratio of actual vapor 
density (an indicator of the amount of water vapor present in the air) to the 
theoretical maximum vapor density (saturation) at the same temperature. 

Before you start a campfire or begin burning yard debris, be sure to 
check in with FFS to see whether it's a safe and smart choice or refrain your 
activity until conditions are more favorable. The FDI levels are always color-
coded when displayed on roadside signs. The following details the five levels 
of fire danger which can help you prevent accidental wildfires: 

Low Fire Danger (green): Fuels do not ignite readily from small 
firebrands although a more intense heat source, such as lightning, will likely 
start fires. Weather and fuel conditions lead to a slow fire spread, low 
intensity and relatively easy control with light mop-up. There is little danger 
of spotting. Controlled burns can usually be executed with reasonable safety 
in these conditions. 

Moderate Fire Danger (yellow): Most accidental causes may start fires 
in these conditions, but the number of ignitions are generally low, with the 
exception of fires caused by lightning in some areas. The FFS warns of 
moderate flame length and rate of speed should a fire occur. Short-distance 
spotting may also occur, but is not persistent. The likelihood of fires 
becoming serious are low and control is relatively easy in moderate 
conditions. 

High Fire Danger (orange): During high fire danger conditions, fires 
start more easily from most causes and all fine dead fuels ignite readily. 
Camp fires and unattended brush fires are likely to escape from their 
intended realms and may spread rapidly. Short-distance spotting is common 
in these circumstances and fires may become serious and difficult to control 
unless they are attacked successfully while small. 

Very High Fire Danger (red): All fire causes have the potential to ignite 
easily, spread rapidly and intensify quickly. Spot fires are a constant danger 
in a very high fire danger situation and fires burning in light fuels may 
develop high intensity characteristics quickly, including long-distance 
spotting and fire whirlwinds when burning in heavier fuels. An extended and 
thorough effort is required to suppress and mop-up wildfires in these 
conditions and the FFS does not recommend yard waste burning in a time of 
very high fire danger. Fire restrictions may be implemented during these 
conditions. 

Extremely High Fire Danger (purple): All fires are considered 
potentially serious and every fire started has the potential to transform into a 
larger, more dangerous situation. Development into high intensity burning 
will usually be quicker and can occur from smaller fires. Extreme, erratic 
behavior can be expected and yard waste burning is not recommended. Fire 
restrictions may be implemented during these conditions. 

If you have plans to utilize a fire for recreational or commercial 
purposes, be sure to abide by the burn laws set forth by the State of Florida, 
and have means readily available to control the fire. For more information 
about FFS or to find out more about wildfires and local FDI, visit 
www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service.

Stay alert 
Cont. from page 1

Acting on an arrest warrant obtained by inspectors 
from FDLE's Office of Executive Investigations, the 
Wakulla County Sheriff's Office (WCSO) arrested 
Wakulla County Property Appraiser Homer Bradley 
"Brad" Harvey on Friday, April 17, on two counts of 
organized scheme to defraud. 

In September 2019, WCSO referred allegations lodged against the Wakulla 
County Property Appraiser to FDLE for consideration. Upon review, FDLE 
initiated a criminal investigation into the matter.  

Harvey has been charged with two separate felonies. The first charge – a 

first-degree felony – stems from findings during the investigation that revealed 
Harvey paid himself, during the last three years, through payroll, $176,207.68 in 
excess of his statutorily-defined compensation. The second charge – a second-
degree felony – alleges Harvey conducted 15 fraudulent charges using the 
Wakulla County Property Appraiser's Office credit card, which totaled 
$26,946.80. The charges were found to be for Harvey's personal use and did not 
benefit the Property Appraiser's Office in any way. 

During the investigation, FDLE was assisted by State Attorney Jack 
Campbell's Office, who will prosecute the case. Harvey was booked into the 
Wakulla County Jail.  

Wakulla Co. Property Appraiser  
arrested for fraud

Homer Bradley "Brad" 
Harvey 

FDLE  
Contributor 
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Are you struggling to make ends meet at the 

moment? A local North Florida economic agency 
is opening their floodgates of relief to local 
residents who are affected by the impacts of 
COVID-19. 

The Suwannee River Economic Council is 
offering assistance with utility payments, 
rent/mortgage payments and assistance with 
water bills. This is a part of their emergency 
assistance program, which is one of many 
services the economic council provides to its 12 
county service district. 

The program is geared toward low-income 
individuals and families. Once applied, expect an 
email from a representative to complete the 
assistance process. For assistance, call (386) 362-
4115, and dial ext. 234 or ext. 230. 

The mission of the Suwannee River 
Economic Council is to embrace a community 
full of potential; and to educate and motivate 
present and future generations to discover and 
realize the dream of a comfortable and productive 
lifestyle. For more information about the 
Suwannee River Economic Council, visit 
www.srecinc.org.
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Monday through Friday 
 The Senior Citizens Council of Madison 

County is offering drive-thru food service while 
their main offices are closed to the public. If you 
are a senior citizen and would like to pick up your 
lunch, call one day ahead of your scheduled pick-
up. There will be no dine-in service at this time. 
Homebound deliveries are also being made. Call 
(850) 973-4241. The Senior Citizens Council of 
Madison County is located at 1161 SW Harvey 
Greene Dr., in Madison.

If you would like to have anything added to the 
community calendar,  

please email John Willoughby at 
reporter2@greenepublishing.com or give us a 

call at (850) 973-4141. 

Community  

Calendar

Oliver Rudolph "Rudy" Hamrick
Mr. Oliver Rudoph "Rudy" Hamrick, 97, 

passed away April 16, 2020, in Thomasville, Ga. 
He was born on June 14, 1922, to Dr. Oliver 
Rudy Sr. and Maude Bishop Hamrick.  

A graveside service was held at Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, in Madison, Fla. on Tuesday, April 21, 
at 11 a.m. Reverend Roy Lee Saint officiated. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; by 
his sisters: Mary Kathryn Bonham and Evelyn 
Lewis; his loving wife of 58 years, Myrtice 
Kitchens Hamrick, the mother of his children; 
and second wife, Ann Hamrick. 

He is survived by two sons: Oliver Rudolf 
"Rudy" III (Susan), of Tallahassee; and William 
Herbert "Bill" (Billie),  of Madison; four 
grandchildren: Olivia Freesmeier,  Allison Little, 
William Hamrick and Justin Hamrick; and three 
great-grandchildren: Olivia Little, Avery Hamrick 
and Will Hamrick. 

Rudy attended Monticello High School and 
the University of Florida (UF) where he 
graduated with a bachelor's degree in agriculture 
in 1944 and a master's degree in 1950.  

He served in the United States Army during 
World War II as a commander in the first 
occupational forces of Japan. 

He taught agriculture in Wakulla and Lake 
counties before joining the Extension Service as 
an assistant farm agent in Lake County. In 1951, 
he was appointed Director of the Extension office 
in Madison County where he became a major 
force in North Florida agriculture for nearly three 
decades. He made a dramatic impact on the 
Madison county economy, making it one of the 
leading agricultural counties. Rudy always said 
"liking people and liking to help them" was the 
key to his success as a county agent. He was the 
first extension agent ever to be granted the status 
of full professor at the University of Florida; he 
was also chosen by the university to train new 
agents.  

Madison County's 4-H Club flourished under 
his leadership as he greatly increased diverse 
programs and subject areas. He lobbied tirelessly 
and obtained state support for the enlargement of 
Madison's Cherry Lake facility. Cherry Lake 4-H 
Camp offers children hands on learning in the 

context of the real world, and still flourishes 
today.  

Rudy was recognized as one of the best 
extension directors in the country. He received 
the Distinguished Service Award, the highest 
honor given by the National Association of 
County Agricultural agents. Along with so many 
other local, state, and national recognitions too 
lengthy to list, he was the first recipient of the 
SHARE Award for excellence in Extension and 
was the first extension agent to be granted the 
status of full professor at UF. In 2010, Rudy was 
inducted into the Florida Agricultural Hall of 
Fame. 

From 1977 to 1984, he served as Executive 
Director of the Southern Scholarship Foundation, 
Tallahassee. During that tenure, a permanent 
office building and three new scholarship houses 
were constructed at Florida State University and 
the Foundation was expanded to UF by the 
acquisition of a scholarship house in Gainesville. 

Rudy was loved and admired by his family, 
the community, friends, and colleagues. He will 
be greatly missed. 

For many years he was an active member of 
First Baptist Church of Madison, serving as a 
deacon and as head of numerous committees. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
First Baptist Church of Madison, P.O. Box 307 
Madison, Fla. 32341. T.J. Beggs, Jr. & Sons 
Funeral Home is assisting the family. You may 
visit our website at www.beggsfuneral.com.

Obituary

Council offering  
COVID-19 relief

MCMH announces  
meeting

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
For three years, Madison County Community Farm 

Share has distributed produce, fruits, meats and other 
goods to residents in need of a pick-me-up. Now, Farm 
Share partners George Williams and Clyde Alexander 
are announcing a mass drive-thru distribution. The 
event is scheduled for Saturday, April 25. 

A box truck full of goods will make its way from 
Quincy, Fla., to Sumpter James Park, in Madison, to 
distribute food to Madison County residents until the 
need is satisfied. Williams stated that  Congressman Al 
Lawson is tentatively scheduled to assist in distributing 
items to local residents on the day of the event. 

The distribution is tentatively scheduled to begin at 
9 a.m., but is subject to change at any time. 

The Farm Share distribution is a common sight at 
the Sumpter James Park, as Alexander, Williams and 
other volunteers join together off of MLK Drive, in 
Madison, to bless the multitudes. But the event, which 
is put on multiple times throughout any given week, 
wouldn't be possible without the help of Alexander's 
brother, Bishop Dr. Douglas Alexander. Alexander 
oversees the New Church Without Walls International, 
based out of Lecanto, Fla., where the produce is picked 
up prior to the Farm Share events. 

Established in 1991, Farm Share is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization which works daily to ensure 
that food-insecure Floridians receive the food and 
support they need. Farm Share partners with more than 
2,000 pantries, churches, schools and other 
organizations through the state regularly. In 2019, 
approximately 88 million pounds of food was 
distributed to more than 17.5 million households within 
the state of Florida. More than 20 million pounds were 
fresh healthy fruits and vegetables. 

For more information about this ministry, visit 
www.farmshare.org.

Farm Share announces 
mass distribution

The public is invited to virtually 
attend the Madison County Health and 
Hospital Board meeting on Thursday, 
April 23, at 2 p.m. Interested parties may 
access the meeting to listen and 
participate by dialing 1 (701) 802-5081. 
Use the access code: 5239242# to enter 
the meeting.



I honestly expected to scare up a snake as I 
waded into the thigh-high jungle of weeds behind 
our shed. The area backs up to the playground and 

every time I am out playing 
with the boys, I threaten to 
attack and clean up that jungle. 
The notion finally struck this 
weekend, so I grabbed the 
weed eater and dove in. 
Hidden behind the weeds was a 
massive pile of junk that had 
been accumulating for the last 
eight years. Rotten boards, 
broken pipe, pieces of old 
windows, termite riddled 
wooden slabs and other random 

junk that is no good for anything was stowed away 
back there. I put on my gloves and got to work. 

As I loaded the last board in the truck, I turned 
around and smiled. The once cluttered space was 
finally useful again. I raked up the leaves, leveled 
the ground, pulled up a chair and brainstormed 
about how to best reclaim this lost space. As I 
looked around, I saw birds swooping in and heard 
lizards and frogs sneaking through the fallen 
weeds. I felt a cool breeze and noticed the 
amazing shade. I began visualizing a split rail 
fence, bird houses, a hammock and benches. Then 
I looked at the area behind the building and 
imagined a lean-to for garden implements and 
lawn tools. The dread I once felt about the wasted 
space was now replaced with excitement as the 
possibilities seemed endless. 

As long as the space remained unclaimed, I 
couldn't visualize how it could ever be useful, but 
once it was cleaned up and cleaned out, the space 
took on a whole new feel. It made me think about 
my own personal journey lately. I've been taking 
my advice and trying new things. I've been 
reclaiming the time I used to waste making 
excuses and have been trying to hit tasks head on. 
Instead of dreading certain jobs, I am setting goals 
and working towards the finish line, even if the 
only steps I can take are small ones. As I reclaim 
these defeated areas, my whole attitude seems to 
brighten, from the inside out. I feel good about 
where my time is going instead of wallowing in 
guilt. I am in a better frame of mind because I am 
not stuck in the excuses and dread. The depression 
that has been hanging around the past few months 
seems to be lifting as the hope of productivity 
floods my everyday world instead. Reclaiming 
what was lost has been a great change of pace. 

So, what areas need to be reclaimed in your 
life right now? Maybe 
there are areas of 
improvement to yourself or 
your immediate world that 
need to be made. Or maybe 
you are just down in the 
dumps and depression is 
digging its talons deep in 
your skin. Pick one area 
you can reclaim and do it 
with ferocity. Whether it's 
physical, emotional, mental 
or spiritual, make the time 
to make the change. Don't 
wait to reclaim what was 
lost. The time is now.  

For more from Christy 
Bass Adams, visit her blog 
at 

The gavel is 
passed

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
With the help of local North 

Floridians, a Madison nurse is putting her 
sewing skills to the test with donated 
material to help fight against the spread of 
COVID-19. 

With genuine innovation, Jessica 
Addison began sewing masks out of 
Crown Royal bags, donated by Whiskey 
Bent Saloon, in Perry, where Addison 
resides. Whiskey Bent also donated a 
sewing machine to Addison, which has 
the local business playing a large role in 
the initiative. 

Since she started crafting the purple 
and green masks just weeks ago, with bag 
draw strings as ear straps, 30 masks have 
been donated with more on the way. 
Addison also has plans to donate masks 
to local ARNP, Ashley McCormick, a 
nurse practitioner in Perry. 

The masks are free. If you would like 
your Crown Royal mask, contact Jessica 
Addison via Facebook or call the office of 
Dr. Theresa Payne at (850) 973-1215.

A "royal" skill: Local nurse 
sewing unique masks

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
In partnership with Tobacco Free Florida, the 

Florida Department of Health (DOH) has released 
information regarding the risk smokers have to 
COVID-19, stating that those who smoke may be 
at a higher risk of severe illness or death from the 
virus. 

The DOH and Tobacco Free Florida offer some 
insight on what smoking does to your system, 
which can raise your risk of contracting an illness 
or COVID-19: 

• Immune function in the lungs is caused by 
smoking, which can also trigger inflammation 

• Smoking can cause a higher risk of 

developing lung and chest infections in general 
• The risk of death due to respiratory infections 

such as influenza or pneumonia is higher for those 
who smoke 

• Odds of developing respiratory disease are 
increased by 95 percent by using e-cigarettes 

• Heart disease and lung disease are commonly 
caused by smoking. This causes people of any age 
with severe underlying health conditions to become 
more vulnerable to COVID-19 

If you want to quit smoking or need help, free 
tools are always available, including a two-week 
supply of nicotine patches, gum or lozenges, as 
well as access to a Quit Coach 24/7. Visit 
www.tobaccofreeflorida.com/quityourway to begin 
your journey today.

Knowing your risk:  
do you smoke? 
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Learning As I Go:   
Reclaiming what was lost

CHRISTY BASS 
ADAMS 

Guest Columnist

During the Tuesday, April 14, meeting of 
the Madison City Commission, former Mayor 
Jim Catron passed the gavel to Commissioner 
Rayne Cooks, who will serve as the Mayor of 
the City of Madison. During the meeting, 
Catron was presented a plaque in honor of his 
service to the city as a dedicated mayor and 
commissioner. Catron was re-elected unop-
posed on Tuesday, March 17, along with 
Commissioner Ina Thompson, who was also 
unopposed. [John Willoughby/Greene Publish-
ing, Inc.]

A local Madison nurse is bringing out her creativity with 
a bunch of donated masks and a sewing machine. Since 
beginning her effort, more than 30 masks have been do-
nated throughout North Florida. [Jessica Addison/Courtesy]

www.christybassadams.com, 
or send her an email at 
christyadams008@gmail.com. 
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John Grogan, the author of Marley & Me, 

once wrote: "Such short little lives our pets 
have to spend with us, and they spend most of 
it waiting for us to come home each day. It is 
amazing how much love and laughter they 
bring into our lives and even how much closer 
we become with each other because of them." 

It's an unequivocal and innate ability for 
our dogs and cats to bring a smile to the faces 
of their favorite humans. We all have stories 
to tell about family pets: from being outrun by 
your dog who takes pride in his speed to a 
family feline who brushes against your leg 
when it's time for dinner. 

Maybe you're in a position where you are 
ready for that friendship once more – a special 
bond that can only be found between two kind 
souls. Look no further than the Suwannee 
Valley Humane Society. 

The Suwannee Valley Humane Society is 

Rescue a rescuE
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Suwannee Valley Humane Society remains  
open during COVID-19
home to about 30 dogs and 25 cats … a rough and 
approximate estimate of the current population at the 
Lee shelter. And for over 35 years, shelter owners 
and volunteers have loved each furry tenant as their 
own until they were adopted into a loving home. 
What makes the Humane Society shelter special is 
the fact that it is a no-kill shelter … but, that doesn't 
excuse the fact that a majority of the animals have 
spent their days in a kennel longer than intended. 

Barbara Moore, employee at the Suwannee 
Valley Humane Society states that she has a number 
of dogs and cats who have called the shelter their 
home for a number of years – including one dog and 
cat who have both been a part of the intake 
population since 2012. 

Because of this, their kennel has become their 
home and their territory, causing the animals to 
become stand-offish in nature when approached by 
an onlooker searching for a friend. Sometimes, this 
has caused those animals to be overlooked due to 
their personality, Moore states, but she tells those 
looking for a pet, "Don't let that dog scare you. Let 
me bring them outside of their territory." "Because to 
them, that's their territory." 

"Some of these dogs have been here for a few 
years and they may think this is their home, but they 
really need more attention and room to run, play and 
a family to love them," said Moore. "Come adopt an 
older dog. They need a home too." 

It's understandable that some are unable to adopt 
shelter pets due to an inability to provide adequate 

care and love. However, donations are always 
accepted at the Suwannee Valley Humane Society to 
help with care, control and upkeep of the animals 
and the shelter facilities. 

Not all donations have to be monetary. As an 
alternative, the shelter lists a number of items that 
can be donated on their online wish list, which can 
be found under the support tab on their website, 
www.suwanneevalleyhumanesociety.us. Non-
monetary donations can include food, treats, towels, 
new or used leashes, collars or carriers. 

Because of COVID-19, the shelter has made 
multiple changes to their operations, including their 
operating hours, which have been shifted to Tuesdays 
through Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift store, the 
proceeds of which, benefit the shelter, is currently 
closed indefinitely, and the shelter is currently not 
accepting new volunteers at this time. 

The Suwannee Valley Humane Society is located 
at 1156 SE Bisbee Loop, in Lee, less than a mile 
north of Interstate 10. Call (850) 973-9904 to meet a 
new friend today!

Grizzler/3 years old – neutered male, needs a 
home with plenty of room. [SVHS/Courtesy] 

AJ/5 months old – spayed female, very playful 
and loving. [SVHS/Courtesy] 

Smokey/5 ½ years old – neutered male, de-
scribed as very sweet and loving. [SVHS/Courtesy] 

Ava/8 years old – spayed female, has lived 
most of her life at the shelter. [SVHS/Courtesy] 

Coy/3 ½ years old – neutered male, would en-
joy a yard to play in. [SVHS/Courtesy] 

Freeway/2 years old – spayed female, de-
scribed as energetic and loves water. [SVHS/Cour-
tesy] 



Beth Moore, Madison 
County 4-H 
Contributor 

 
During this time of 

social distancing, 4-H 
club meetings must go 
on! Thanks to the use of 
technology, clubs are now 
able to resume meetings. 
During the week of April 
15, the Community Club 
met via Zoom, a web 
conferencing platform 
that enables participants 
to join a meeting through 
the computer. It may not 
be the best way to hold a 
4-H club meeting, but the 
4-H'ers sure didn't mind 

The meeting 
started as a regular 4-
H meeting would, 
with attendees 
reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the U.S. 
flag and pledge to the 
4-H flag. Before the 
pandemic, the 
Community Club had 
begun an entomology 
(insects) project and 
were learning about 
the body parts of 
insects, the life cycle 
of insects, and 
identification of 
insects. During the 
meeting on Tuesday, 
April 14, Mrs. Beth 
Moore, Madison 
County 4-H agent, 
shared her insect 
collection with the 
group before she 
began instruction 
about pollinators. 

"Members 
enjoyed learning new 
information about 
insects and the 
various types of 
pollinators. However, 
I think they enjoyed 
seeing and interacting 
with friends that they 
haven't seen in a 
while even more," 
said Moore. "These 
meetings are so much 
more than your 
typical club meeting; 
these give the 
members an 
opportunity to 
interact with other 
children their age. 
Their world has been 
turned upside down 
and this is one simple 
way to bring some 
fun and normalcy 
back to their lives." 

One 4-H parent, 
who is a school 

teacher in Madison 
County, told Moore, "My 
daughter will never admit 
it, but she was so excited 
to have a Zoom meeting 
of her own tonight!" 

Only registered 4-H 
members can attend the 
virtual meetings. Also, 
any registered member 
can join ANY club 
meeting! For instance, if 
you have only attended 
Hickory Grove meetings 
in the past, you can attend 
ANY virtual meeting for 
ANY Madison County 4-
H Club. If you have any 
questions, please contact 
Moore at (850) 973-4138.

4-H goes live!

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
Madison County dispatchers felt the love from a local fraternal organization 

recently during National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week, April 12-18. 
Greenville Masonic Lodge No. 28 partnered with Pizza Hut of Madison to give 
away one free pizza to the dispatchers, including Chief Communications 
Officer Lt. Terry Lenz-Thigpen.  

Zachary Cone, who is the worshipful master of the lodge and district 
manager of Pizza Hut stores in the area, said the dispatchers are an important 
aspect of public safety. "Dispatchers near and far are an integral part of our first 
responders’ response to emergencies," said Cone. "I'm grateful for the devotion and 
care of Madison County dispatchers. Your hard work is not overlooked." 

Over multiple centuries, Freemasonry has grown into the largest fraternal 
organization in the world; a brotherhood comprised of four million men 
striving to be better and help others do the same. Among those men are over 
40 members in Greenville whose fellow mason, Zachary Cone, wants to 
support their small community as much as possible. Visit 
www.beafloridamason.com for more information regarding the fraternity or to 
apply for membership. 
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Florida Department of Health   •   FloridaHealthCOVID19.gov

COVID-19 & Heart Disease

If you have fever, 
cough or shortness 
of breath, stay home 
and contact your 
health care provider. 
Don’t go to work or school. 

Get rest and stay hydrated. If you are not 
sick enough to be hospitalized you can recover 
at home. 

Monitor your symptoms. If your symptoms 
get worse, call your health care provider 
immediately.

Seek medical attention immediately if you 
develop any of the following:

Trouble breathing
Persistent pain or pressure in the chest
New confusion or inability to arouse
Bluish lips or face

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 
and water aren’t available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol.
Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands.
Cover your coughs and sneezes with the inside of your elbow or a tissue.
Clean objects or surfaces daily that people touch a lot: door knobs, kitchen 
counters, key pads, etc.
If you’re sick, protect your family. Stay in a separate room from others and 
avoid sharing personal items. Learn more at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Get Your Home Ready page (https://tinyurl.com/v267uf3).

Take care of your health.
Make sure your vaccinations, including your pneumonia and flu 

shot, are up to date.

Take your medications on time and as directed, and maintain your 
treatment plan.

Measure your blood pressure if you have hypertension.

Use telemedicine/telehealth for medical visits if your insurance offers it.

Keep up healthy habits: healthy eating, exercise, getting enough sleep and 
managing stress.

Stop smoking. Smoking can make it more likely that you have heart attack or stroke.
Visit TobaccoFreeFlorida.com for Quit Your Way services.

Stock up on 2–3 weeks of non-perishable food, prescriptions and medical and 
health care supplies.

Create a contact list of family, friends, neighbors, health care providers, community 
assistance programs and drivers, and let them know you may need them for help if 
you become sick.

Stay up to date with state and local guidance at FloridaHealthCOVID19.gov and 
CDC travel guidance at CDC.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers.

Florida Health Office of Communications 04-09-20Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

COVID-19 can strain all of the systems in the body, and this puts additional stress 
on the heart. If you have heart disease, COVID-19 can make it more likely that 

your heart won’t be able to keep up with the needs of your body.

Calling. . .

Practice Social Distancing:
Stay home as much as possible.
Stay away from people who are sick or who have 

been sick in the past two weeks.
Shop during off-hours when crowds are smaller.
Avoid crowds and gatherings of 10 or more people.
Keep at least 6 feet between you and other people.
Avoid touching “high-touch” public surfaces.
Wear cloth face coverings in public places.

6 feet

A n exc ited 
group of 4- H' ers, 
hungry for ac-
tion in the local 
organiz ation, 
met virtually via 
Z oom on Tues-
day, A pril 14.  
This meeting for 
the Community 
Club was the first 
meeting back 
after clubs were 
postponed in-
definitely in 
March due to 
CO VI D -19.  [Beth 
Moore/Courtesy]

Piz z a Hu t of Madison store manager Jason Barber (left) presented Lt. Terry 
Lenz -Thigpen (right) with 12  free piz z a certificates to be distributed among 
her fellow dispatchers. The gift was a gesture by G reenville Masonic Lodge 
No. 28 in honor of National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. [John 
Willoughby/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Local organization honors dispatchers
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While many businesses have temporarily closed or reduced their 

hours, Grumpy's Diner continues to serve their customers for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Grumpy's is open Monday through Friday, from 7 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., with special dinner hours from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. They are also 
open on Saturday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Though the coronavirus restrictions still prohibit dine-in customers, 
Grumpy's is happy to deliver your order to your vehicle or through the 
"drive-thru" in the alley behind the restaurant. Full menus are available on 
their Facebook page, where you can also view their daily lunch entrees 
and specials.   

 
The dinner menu  

is as follows: 
Monday: Ready-to-bake meatloaf 

Tuesday: Changes weekly 

Wednesday: Chicken pot pie 

Thursday: Changes weekly 

Friday: Cuban sandwich 
 

Grumpy's has a number of unique offerings, such as their famous 
coffee and cream burger and their burger bowls. The quiche is delightful 
and their chicken salad is some of the best around. A Grumpy's meal is 
not complete without finishing it off with one of their fabulous pies, 
which are available by the slice or as a whole. Plus, the staff is so friendly 
that you can see that they are smiling, even through their protective 
masks. 

So, if you are tired of cooking whatever is left in your pantry or 
freezer, give Grumpy's a call. The experience is sure to leave a smile on 
your face. They are located at 244 S Range Ave., in Madison. You can 
also call them at (850) 973-2802.

Grumpy's will 
turn your frown 

upside down
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The 
atmosphere at 
G rumpy's is full 
of good humor 
and smiling 
faces. A my 
Funk promotes 
t-shirts that 
give others a 
friendly 
reminder 
about the 
need for social 
distancing until 
the pandemic 
passes. [Jessica 
Webb/Courtesy] 

The burger bowl is a crowd favorite. I t has all the fl avor of a burger, with 
fewer carbs. [Jessica Webb/Courtesy]
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Executives who occupy corner offices tend to 

get much of the glory for a company's success. But 
many professionals know the progress and 
sustainability of a business tends to lie within the 
daily services offered by its front line of employees. 
A number of these seasoned and dedicated workers 
fall within the category of administrative 
professionals.  

Administrative professionals have seen their 
roles evolve in the changing face of office 
employment. While some of the more conventional 
duties that have long been a part of admins’ jobs 
remain, many now find their roles expanding. 
Admins who want to stay a step ahead and improve 
their career opportunities can hone their skills and 
keep abreast of the changing trends. 

A survey sponsored by OfficeTeam and the 
International Association of Administrative 
Professionals zeroed in on what hiring managers said 
they consider are key motivators for hiring admins. 
The survey found that organizational skills, initiative 
and attention to detail are some of the most important 
qualities for support professionals to possess. They 
also need to have advanced technical skills, as 
proficiency in Microsoft Office is just the tip of the 
iceberg. Some employers now require office 
professionals be skilled at cloud-based apps, social 
media, database management, and even website 
maintenance. Long gone are the days when filing 
papers and keeping up 
on company 
correspondence filled 
the bulk of an admins 
day. 

The following are 
some skills 
administrative 
professionals may 
need to advance their 
careers. 

Excellent written 
and verbal 
communication: 
Being bilingual is an 
added feather in ones 
cap. 

 Industry 
experience: 
Knowledge regarding 
how a specific industry 
and/or business works 
can help admin 
professionals. 

Customer service 
skills: A friendly but 
effective demeanor 

can benefit admins. 
 Filing/billing: An ability to file and/or create 

financial reports coupled with knowledge regarding 
how to process invoices can help admins. 

Flexibility: Admins who can wear many hats are 
especially attractive candidates to many businesses, 
as admins may have to fill in for the duties of an 
office manger or bookkeeper. 

Thirst for knowledge: A desire to continue 
one’s education, including involving oneself in 
various seminars or training sessions particular to the 
industry, can help admins. Credentials are sought-
after and include certification in certain industry 

standard courses. 
Bring your own device (BYOD) trends also are 

rising among administrative professionals. This 
means workers are able to bring their own computers 
or other digital devices to work. Admins may be 
tasked with establishing protocol for security and 
maintenance of such devices. 

Thanks to evolving roles for administrative 
professionals, outdated job titles are changing and 
salaries are increasing. According to Salary Guide, 
the average starting salary across the administrative 
field increased by 3.4 percent in 2015 and continues 
to grow. Current administrative professionals can 
continue to grow their skill sets and keep current on 
the training or technologies that can help them 
advance their careers.

Workplace trends affecting  
administrative professionals

Rick Patrick  
rick@greenepublishing.com 

 
If you were to ask any honest executive in a 

company or large organization which staff 
member is instrumental in running things, they 
would quickly tell you it is the administrative 
professional (formerly called a secretary). That 
vital staff member is the one who keeps day to 
day operations running smoothly. Today is a day 
set aside to pay tribute to these vital and hard-
working professionals. 

According to the website, daysoftheyear.com, 
the origins of Secretary's Day date back to post 

World War II and the founding of the National 
Secretaries Association, in 1942. This association 
was founded to attract more workers to this 
growing profession in post-war America. Having 
a day to celebrate secretaries was an idea of 
several people, namely Mary Barrett, former 
president of the National Secretaries Association; 
C. King Woodbridge, president of the Dictaphone 
Corp. and Henry Klemfuss, a public relations 
executive with the New York public relations and 
advertising firm Young and Rubicam. 

In 1952, U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
Charles Sawyer announced that the first 
observance of National Secretary's Day would 

take place on the Wednesday of National 
Secretary's Week. This was later moved to the 
last week in April. In the early 2000's, the name 
was changed to Administrative Professional's 
Day, in order to more accurately reflect the 
varied duties these professionals perform each 
day.  

If you happen to work in an office or 
business, take a moment today to let the 
administrative professionals know how much you 
appreciate the work they do. You can express 
yourself with a small gift, or take them to lunch, 
or simply listen to them and thank them for 
everything they do. 

Celebrate your Administrative 
Professional
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Chief Reggie Alexander

Kim Washington 
Thank you for 

everything  
you do!  

You’re the best!
From: Pinetta Elementary  

School faculty, staff  
and students

Town of Lee

Our special thanks to

Sona Hayslett
286 NE CR 255 
Lee, Fla. 32059

We appreciate all you do!

Your Lee Elementary School Family

Lisa Davis
Thank you for 

 all you do! 
We couldn’t do this  

without you. 
Happy Administrative 
 Professional’s Day!!

From:

  

familyom the JMPHS
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administrativer
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.JMPw.

(850) 253
Madison, F
176 NW Cr
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PHS.org
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la. 32340 
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programs and activities.
, or age as toy,

does not discriminate illegally on 
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A special thanks to

We appreciate all you do!
Faith ArchambaultLindsey Lawson Angel Fenneman

Jimmy King, Agent 
jimmy.king@ffbic.com 

Lance A. Braswell 
Agency Manager

Farm Bureau
Serving Madison County (850) 973-4071 

233 W. Base St. • Madison, Fla.

The roles of administrative professionals 
continue to evolve. [Metro/Courtesy]



EARTH DAY

John Willoughby  
reporter2@greenepublishing.com 

 
Since 1970, the Earth Day Network 

has been committed to bringing about a 
unified response to an environment in 
crisis. Over the last 50 years, the home we 
know as Earth has taken on many disasters 
that have affected the environment – raging 
wildfires, oil spills, pollution and climate change. 

While social distancing guidelines worldwide 
have forced humans into hibernation, you can still 
make your voice be heard on Wednesday, April 22 
– the 50th annual Earth Day. 

The golden age of the movement comes after 
the first celebration in 1970, which launched 
action that brought the creation of The Clean Air, 
Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts. The 
formation of the Environmental Protection Agency 
is also credited to the movement. 

Yearly, the Earth Day Network sets a theme 
for the year, pinpointing the area of focus to 
ensure a better quality of life for our green planet 
and its inhabitants. In 2020, climate action is the 
focus of Earth Day. "The enormous challenge – 
but also the vast opportunities – of action on 

climate change have distinguished the issue as the 
most pressing topic for the 50th anniversary," 
representatives detailed on their official webpage. 
"Climate change represents the biggest challenge 
to the future of humanity and the life-support 
systems that make our world habitable." 

This Earth Day, you may be apart from each 
other, but the power of digital media has grown 
astronomically since its introduction, which is why 
you can take to your personal platforms to spread 
the word about Earth Day 2020. 

Join others as you take 24 hours of action, 
filling the digital landscape with conversations 

globally and 
calls to actions. 
"While Earth 
Day may be 
going digital, our goal remains the same: to 
mobilize the world to take the most meaningful 
actions to make a difference," the webpage adds. 
"No matter where you are, you can make a 
difference. And you're not alone, because together, 
we can save the Earth." 

Digital Earth Day events may be found via 
www.earthday.org through a map. The nearest 
event is the Atlantic Beach Tree Plainting in 
Atlantic Beach, Fla., south of Jacksonville. There, 
the city officials will be planting 10 bald cypress 
trees along Sherman Creek, adjacent to Atlantic 
Beach City Hall. More events are listed 
throughout the southeastern and worldwide.  

Additionally, more than 100 activists from 
five continents will gather virtually during Earth 
Day Week, April 20-24, to host the world's largest 
online climate conference ever held. The 
conference will feature leading experts in climate 
change, business leaders, campaigners and 
several partners. 

"We are delighted to be working with We 
Don't Have Time on this conference, spotlighting 
the amazing solutions and inordinate 
opportunities to fast forward a climate safe 
future," said Kathleen Rogers, President of the 

Earth Day Network. 
"The coronavirus has 
dramatically changed 
the way of [how] all 
of us will be marking 
Earth Day 2020. 
Together, and with 
hundreds of millions 
of people around the 
globe, we are making 
it clear to leaders that 
people everywhere 
are behind ambitious 
action and the 
answers to the 
climate crisis are here 
and ready to be 
deployed." 

To learn more 
about Earth Day 2020 
or to find out how 
you can spread 
awareness about cli-
mate change, visit 
www.earthday.org.
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Conserve  
and preserve!

Full Moon Apiary 
6562 N Jefferson St. Monticello, Fla. 32344 

(850) 997 - 3974

Crops  

depend on 

honey bee 

pollination. 

Celebrate 

Earth Day!
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50th annual 
Earth Day 

goes digital

50th annual 
Earth Day 

goes digital

50th annual 
Earth Day 

goes digital
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According to 

Blake Grass' mother, 
Christy, he was born 
to be a gymnast. "He 
was climbing and 
tumbling before he 
could even walk," said 
Christy. Considering 
that early inclination, it 
was no surprise when the 14-year old began 
seriously training for competitive gymnastics five 
years ago.  

Young Blake began gymnastics training in 
Perry, Fla. with Taylor Gymnastics. When that 
program ceased training for boys, Blake was 
forced to look elsewhere for lessons. Blake began 
work at Gym Force Gymnastics, in Tallahassee, 
where he continues to 
train. The gym has 
had to close 
temporarily due to 
COVID-19, but before 
the gym closed, Blake 
was making the trip to 
Tallahassee six days out of the week. 
That work and dedication paid off for 
Blake in March of this 
year, when he won the 

top slot in the Junior Development (JD) level to 
claim the Level JD Men's State Championship of 
Florida. This was Blake's second state title. 

Due to the virus, Blake's competition season 
has been put on hold. He still trains at home on a 
consistent basis with stretching and conditioning 
exercises in order to keep his body and skills in 

top shape. He is undoubtedly 
looking forward to 
resuming his training 
regimen in the gym. As 

his mom states, "It's the 
highlight of his life." 

Blake has been home 
schooled, but 
will be entering 
the ninth grade 

at James Madison 
Preparatory High 

School in the fall. He is the 
son of Ben and Christy 
Grass. 

Cock-a-
doodle-

doo your 
homework
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Madison's Blake 
Grass is a two-time 
state men's gymnastics 
champ. [Christy 
Grass/Courtesy] 

Strength and control are the names of the game for Blake Grass at the 
Gator Swamp Invitational gymnastics meet on Saturday, Jan. 18. [Christy 
Grass/Courtesy] 

Blake Grass:  
Madison's  
gymnastics champ
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Autumn Starling, a seventh-grade student at 
Madison Creative Arts Academy, quickly discov-
ered that doing her school work at home was 
causing her to become drowsy and distracted. Af-
ter giving it some thought, Starling came up with 
the perfect solution. She enlisted the help of her 
pet rooster, "Princess," who was more than happy 
to keep her awake and focused. Plus, she now has 
the smartest rooster in town. [Jenny Starling/Cour-
tesy]



One of the great rites of passage for a 
teenager is obtaining a driver's license and a 
set of wheels. These are the first steps towards 
independence and they most often reveal the 
many reasons we aren't quite ready to leave the 
nest. 

I have nothing but 
gratitude for "Big T" 
(Mrs. Turner), my 
driver's education 
instructor, who was a 
brave soul to 
withstand my 
experiments behind 
the wheel. She was a 
kind and patient lady, 
who kept me calm 
and she enriched my 
musical tastes with 
the soul station that 
was always playing 

when I got in her car. Every lesson was 
serenaded with the likes of Joe Tex and his 
classic hit, "Ain't Gonna Bump No More With 
No Big Fat Woman," 

I eventually learned every word of this 
mindless, but catchy tune. It wasn't long before 
"Big T" had me cruising down the interstate in 
my mirror shades and silk shirt, humming like 
Ray Charles to whatever tune was blasting the 
air waves. Apart from making the triangular 
three-point turn into more of an octagon, I did 
pretty well. 

Learning to drive was far easier than 
tolerating what I was forced to drive in high 
school. In my day, parents passed on whatever 
vehicle they loathed the most to the eager 
hands of their inexperienced offspring. I worry 
about many of today's kids who are handed the 
keys to a new car. More than a few of these 
cars have ended up on the side of the road after 
having been wrecked due to driver negligence. 
A teenager is more likely to appreciate and 
care for what they had to work to obtain. 

My first vehicle was a 1972 Pontiac 
Catalina, equipped with a hood so thick that 
you could disco dance on top of it without 
making a dent. It also came with a motor large 
enough to compete in a NASCAR race. I gave 
it a few races of my own making down 
Highway 90. Though I was never awarded a 
checkered flag, I did win an assortment of 
incredibly blue lights to hail my lead-footed 
accomplishments. 

What saved me from ever taking a ticket 
home to my mother was the brave manner in 
which I responded to law enforcement officials 
who took notice of my racing skills. The first 
time I was pulled over, the officer issued a 
stern request for my license and I was so 
nervous that I couldn't get a grip on my 
license, so it tumbled to the pavement. I 
nervously apologized while my hands shook so 
violently while trying to retrieve it that I 
looked like Jerry Lee Lewis as he hammered 
out "Great Balls of Fire" on the piano. 

The officer was giggling under his breath 
and mercifully gave me a warning that I 
heeded for at least three days. Speed wasn't my 
main concern with my car, especially in the 
winter. It had no functioning heat, so I had to 
get creative. I briefly considered a small 
bonfire in the floorboard, but thought better of 
it. I opted for a pink blanket that I cocooned 
myself in on those mornings when my breath 
was a visible reminder of the chill in the air. 

I also equipped my ride with a set of old 
socks that served as defrosters for the 
windshield. Other accessories included thick 
gloves, ski masks, a case of motor oil and a 
few jugs of coolant for the radiator. It should 
be noted that these were the days before cell 
phones, so preparation trumped walking. 

Due to the extravagant preparations my 

ride required, I preferred to keep a low profile 
about these matters but my dear friends had 
other thoughts. One day, I headed to my 
beloved vehicle, affectionately named 
"Naomi," after her biblical counterpart 
("Whither thou goest, I will go!"). To my utter 
shock, the poor girl had been turned to a 
museum-like spectacle resembling a gypsy 
dwelling. 

My assorted coats, socks, containers, tools 
and even my precious pink blanket were all 
hanging from various parts of my embarrassed 
fair lady. She was topped off with chalked 
messages supposedly written to my girlfriend. 
The messages were mostly tasteful, but they 
were woefully short of my romantic writing 
skills. 

As I approached the car, I briefly thought a 
celebrity had taken up residence in the front 
seat because of the large gathering of gawking 
onlookers who were thoroughly amused by the 
new look my friends blessed it with. 

After plotting my swift revenge, I 
disassembled the unwanted attire and headed 
to the carwash to prevent further 
embarrassment to my girlfriend who was, by 
definition, a saint. She was also a great 
mechanic, which came in handy for this 
vehicle.  

Despite all the tender love and care she 
required, "Naomi" taught me some valuable 
lessons about responsibility. My greatest lesson 
came after I bought my first set of tires. 
Previously, I would "burn rubber" at every stop 
sign, if possible. It was so cool. After shelling 
out over $200 for tires, I lost all interest in 
hearing the manly screeching of my tires as my 
money peeled like a banana from their tread. 

Perhaps that's why the Bible says a man 
should not eat if he will not work. It is far 
more important to appreciate what you have 
than to have what you want without working 
for it. Working isn't punishment, it's investment 
in the things that matter and it's the fruit of the 
gifts that God has blessed you with. We only 
have what we've been given, not what we 
create on our own. It all belongs to God and 
we should be careful to let our choices reflect 
that. If you're wise, you will learn to even let 
your mistakes remind you of your need for 
God's grace at every turn. 

So appreciate whatever God gives you to 
set your hands to and invest in it. You will 
enjoy the rewards that come and the blessing 

that others receive as a result 
of your labor. Plus, 

your tires will last a 
lot longer as you 
learn to appreciate 

where they came 
from.

Childhood reflections with a touch of grace:  
Rites of passage

MICKEY STARLING 
COLUMNIST

Cheltsie Holbrook  
cheltsie@greenepublishing.com 

 
With the coronavirus, all movie theaters have 

been shut down due to the CDC guidelines. But, 
thanks to the efforts of Madison Church of God, 
you can experience a movie night right here in 
Madison County.  

Join Madison Church of God as they invite the 
community to their drive-in movie night event on 
Friday, May 15. The movie playing on the big 
screen will be “Overcomer” and will start at 8 p.m. 
The church has a FM transmitter so the luxury of 
hearing the movie through the car radio will be 
available. In order to obey the CDC guidelines, 

event volunteers will park you where you can see 
and so you are within the distance guidelines of 
the CDC. However, in order for event attendees to 
stay safe and adhere to the virus guidelines, no 
restrooms will be available. Also, out of respect 
for the cars parked beside you during the event, 
please do not bring vehicles with loud mufflers. 

What is a movie without popcorn and drinks? 
Madison Church of God staff will be selling 
popcorn and drinks with "masks and gloves." Just 
let them know you would like a snack and 
beverage by turning on your parking lights! Due to 
the financial crisis created by the pandemic, there 
will be no charge for refreshments. 

"Here at Madison Church of God, we want to 

always stay in guidelines of the CDC but still give 
families an opportunity to be with each other," 
stated Jason Justus, Pastor of Madison Church of 
God. "Remember, all this can change if the 
guidelines change by President Trump/Governor 
DeSantis. Safety and abiding by the 
recommendations are key to a fun night." 

Even though this is a free event to the public, 
a donation box will be located near the exit once 
the movie concludes. Donations and sales from the 
popcorn and drinks will go towards the church's 
mission, which is a building project in Lome, 
Togo, Africa. 

Madison Church of God is located at 771 NE 
Colin Kelly Hwy., in Madison.

Family movie night with Madison Church of God rescheduled

FAITH & FAMILY

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Red Onion Grill
I-10 at Exit 262 Lee, Florida

(850) 971-4240
Open 24/7 for Carry Out!

SPECIALS

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SPECIALS
While it lasts! Served with 2 sides.

 CountrMonday: yy Fried Steak $9
 - SaturTTuuesday dday: 1/4 BBQ Chicken $9

Wednesday: Meat Loaf $9
Thursday: Pork Chops (2) $9

Friday & Saturday: Catfish $9.50
6 Fried Shrimp $10.59

Sunday: Baked Chicken
 2 sides $9

Hunt Brothers Pizza
Call in, carry out!

(850) 971-4200

First United Methodist Church 
348 SW Rutledge St. • Madison 

Pastor, Lamar Albritton, Jr.  
Sundays: 

Discipleship Bible Studies ............ 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  
Worship Service ............................................ 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays: 
Bible Study.......................................................5:00 p.m. 
Wonderful Wednesdays (3-5th grade)....5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Covered Dish Fellowship Dinner...................6:00 p.m. 
Youth and Choir...............................................6:30 p.m.  

Thursdays: 
Bible Study.....................................10:30 a.m. to Noon 

 

Macedonia Baptist Church 
5539 E US 90 • Lee 

Sunday School.............................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service ........................................... 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ........................... 6:00 p.m. 

 

Midway Church of God 
2485 SE Midway Church Rd. • Lee 

(850) 971-5200 • Pastor, Retis Flowers 
Sunday School ............................................. 10:00 a.m. 
Morning Worship .......................................... 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Worship ............................................ 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Family Training Hour ................ 7:00 p.m 

 

Landmark Baptist Church 
3399 W US Hwy 90 • Madison 

(850) 973-7190 • Pastor, Robert Ledford 
Sunday School ............................................... 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship .......................................... 11:00 a.m. 
Evening - BTC ................................................. 6:00 p.m. 
Evening Worship ............................................ 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ........................... 7:30 p.m.
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Midway Baptist Church's innovative 

method of delivering the message and fun 
of Easter to children was a success and the 
happy smiles of kids around the 
community was proof that the project was 
a hit. 

Over 25 children were blessed as 
members of the church hid brightly 
colored, candy-filled plastic eggs 
throughout their yards on Saturday, April 
11. Each home received a special egg that 
was empty, along with a note which 
reminded kids that Jesus' tomb was empty.  

Shelly Smith, of Madison, expressed 
the sentiments of many of the families 
who received these Easter treats. "Our 
family is so thankful for the way that 
Midway Baptist Church and the 
Thompson family ministered to our 
children over the Easter weekend," said 
Smith. "While keeping in accordance with 
social distancing, they 'Easter-egged' our 
house and our children were thrilled! It's 
hard on kids when they can't be with 
family over a holiday and this really 
helped brighten their spirits."

FAITH & FAMILY Madison County Carrier • Wednesday, April 22, 2020 • 13

Midway Baptist Church delivers 
Easter fun to kids

Mickey Starling  
reporter3@greenepublishing.com 

 
Macedonia Baptist Church served supper the safe way on Wednesday, 

April 8. Area residents lined up near the back door of the church, while 
waiting for the meals to be delivered to their vehicles. Despite the 
approaching bad weather, volunteers faithfully delivered the food to the 
appreciative recipients, making an efficient drive-thru.

Macedonia Baptist serves  
drive-thru meals
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Volunteers with Macedonia Baptist Church and Farm Share carefully pre-
pared and delivered meals while continuing to practice social distancing. 
Pictured, from left to right, are: Chloe Cline, Rena Thompson and Russell 
Williams. [Mickey Starling/Greene Publishing, Inc.]

Emmalin Ensminger (left) and Caelum Ensminger (right) were very happy 
with the eggs they found hidden in their yard, courtesy of the children's min-
istry of Midway Baptist Church, in Lee. [Elizabeth Ensminger/Courtesy] 

These colorful notes 
accompanied the hidden 
eggs so that kids would 
understand the important 
message of Easter that was 
represented by the empty 
egg that each home 
received. [Devin 
Thompson/Courtesy] 

These sisters proudly 
displayed their findings 
after enjoying the Easter 
egg hunt that was provided 
by Midway Baptist Church. 
Pictured, from left to right, 
are: Laurel Nagel and Jules 
Nagel. 
[Andrea 
Nagel/ 
Courtesy]

The note left inside the empty eggs reminded the children that Je-
sus has risen, which made the empty eggs the most important ones of 
all. [Andrea Nagel/Courtesy] 
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DEADLINES:  
For The Madison Carrier:  

MONDAY 3PM 
For The Enterprise Recorder:  

WEDNESDAY 3PM 

TAX DEEDS

SALES

LEGALS

4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 ch

4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 ch

4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 ch

4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 ch

4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 ch

4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22 ch

RENT SPECIAL 
Move in paying half of 

the security deposit and 
first months rent. Then 
have 90 days to pay the 
other half of the securi-
ty deposit. HUD vouch-
ers accepted. 2 & 3 BR 
HC & non-HC accessi-
ble apts. Call 850-973-
8582, TDD/TTY 711. 

315 SW Lawson Circle, 
Madison, FL 32340. 

Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity. “In accordance 
with federal law and 
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture policy, this 
institution is prohibited 
from discrimination on 
the basic of race, color, 

national origin, age,  
disability, religion, sex, 

and familial status. (Not 
all prohibited bases  

apply to all programs.) 
To file a complaint of  
discrimination, write 

USDA, Director, Office  
of Civil Rights, 1400  

Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, D.C.  

20250-9410 or call  
(800)-795-3272 (voice) 

or (202)-720-6382 
(TDD.)” “This  

institution is an equal  
opportunity provider 

and employer.”  
TDD phone number

11/6 rtn, c  

FOR RENT

FLORIDA 
PRESS 

SERVICES, INC. 
STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED 
PROGRAM 

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIED 

ADS FOR 
MONDAY 
4/20/2020 

THROUGH 
4/27/2020 

Ware Oil & Supply  
Co., is looking for  

CDL Drivers.  
Must have Hazmat and 
Tanker Endorsement. 

(850) 584-6666 
 

11/2 - rtn, c

Vacant lot at 308 SE 
Francis St., Madison  

for $18,000.00 
Contact JImmy Tibbals at 
(301) 535-9249 or (910) 

754-8031 
 

4/22-5/1 pd

FLORIDA - STATEWIDE 
Wanted to Buy or Trade 
Freon Wanted: We pay 

CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 

R113 R114. Convenient.  
Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-291-9169 or 

visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com 

North Florida College, 
Madison FL: Nursing 

Instructor; Maintenance 
Worker (Entry Level); 
Academic Advisor. See 
www.nfc.edu for details. 

 
4/15, 17, 22, 24/c

CDL drivers needed, 
Class B. Apply in person 

only at Scruggs  
Concrete Company  

186 SW Commerce Dr.,  
in Madison 

 
01/14-rtn, ch

FOR SALE

REAL 
ESTATE

EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES

Farm-fresh eggs for sale. 
$3 dozen/ $5 for 18 
Call (850) 869-0442 

Leave a message or send 
text message 

 
RTN  n/c

Billie Goats for sale 
$150-$200 

(850) 464-3041 
 

RTN  n/c

FOR HIRE 
Seeking full-time heavy 
equipment operator; 

Preferably with 
background in forestry 

and agriculture. 
CDL desired but not  

required; Call for details 
(850) 545-5299 

 
10/2 rtn ch

Advertising Sales 
Representative 

(salesman)  
Our newspaper office is 
seeking an outstanding 

individual to join or 
sales team. Do you 

possess a sunny, friendly 
attitude? Can you talk 
with customers easily 
and help them feel at 
home? Do you have a 
good personality and 
LOVE to talk on the 

telephone? If you are a 
team player, able to 

handle multiple tasks, 
have a friendly can-do- 
attitude, a great work 

ethic, are organized, and 
self-motivated then this 

job might be just for 
you. Must have valid 

driver’s license. Apply in 
person only at Greene 

Publishing, Inc’s 
newspaper office, 

located at 1695 South 
SR 53, in Madison, or 
call 973-4141 to set up 

an interview. 
 

RTN NC

Become a Certified 
Nursing Assistant 

Day and Evening classes 
No GED required if age 

18. Registered Nurse 
instructor 386-362-1065 

 
4/1-4/29  pd

  

/moc.koobecaf.www
!koobecaF

nosuekiL   

gnihsilbuPeneerG

Cambridge  
Manor Apartments 

Now accepting applica-
tions. Income base rent.  
1 BD starting at $446 
2 BD starting at $472 
404 SW Sumatra Ave. 

Madison, Fl. 32340 
(850) 973-3786 

“This institution is an 
equal opportunity 

provider and employer.”  
TDD 711 

 
 
 
 
 

 
11/6 rtn ch

Lien claimed by lienor per FS713.585 (6), Elsie Title Services of SW FL, LLC -
agent, will sell listed unit(s) to highest bidder free of any liens; Net deposited 
with clerk of court per 713.585; prior to sale, owner/lienholders, at any time 
prior, has right to a hearing per FS713.585(6); to post bond per FS559.917; 
owner may redeem for cash sum of lien; held w/reserve; inspect 1 wk prior @ 
lienor facility; cash or cashier's check; 25% buyers prem. Sale @ 9:00am on 
05/18/2019 - Storage @ $34.98 per day inc tax @ Jimmie's Firestone & Service 
Center, Inc. 6025 S SR 53 Madison FL 32340-9428 MV-11691 850-973-8546 
JFSr M23 lien amt $1,235.00 2012 WABASH Dry Van Duraplate 53' TL WHI 
1JJV532D1CL726968 
 

4/22 pd

MIG Welders Needed 
Must have High School 
diploma or equivalent, 
the ability to read and 

understand CAD 
sketches, also able to 

read a tape measure to 
the 1/16th, and will be 

required to pass an onsite 
weld test. Must have a 
minimum of two years 
welding experience or 
have graduated from a 

certified welding 
program. Interested and 

qualified candidates 
please call at (850) 584-

7786 to make an 
appointment to apply 

for this position. There 
are two (2) to three (3) 
available positions and 

only applicants with 
scheduled  appointments 

will be considered.   
 Vinyl Fab Needed 

Must have High School 
diploma or equivalent, 
the ability to read and 

understand CAD 
sketches, as well as the 

ability to read a tape 
measure to the 1/4th. 
Qualified candidates 

must be able to read and 
speak English, be able to 

follow both 
written and verbal 
instructions.  Must 

possess a basic 
understanding of hand 
tools and how to use 
them, as well as the 
skills necessary to 

successfully operate a 
forklift and pass a 

forklift operators test.  
Candidates must 

also have proficient 
communication skills, as 
well as a valid driver’s 
license. Interested and 
qualified candidates  

please call at (850)584-
7786 to make an 

appointment to apply for 
this position. There are 

one (1) to two (2) 
available positions and 

only applicants with 
scheduled appointments 

will be considered.   
 Big Top Mfg. 3255 

North US 19 Perry, FL 
Equal Opportunity 

Employer 
 

4/22-5/15 ch

PART TIME SYSTEM 
OPERATOR 

Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. has an 
opening for a part time 
system operator in our 
Madison Office.  The 

candidate must be able to 
demonstrate excellent 
working knowledge of 
computers, outstanding 
customer service skills, 
the ability to effectively 
multitask, and must be 
able to communicate 
well using a two-way 

radio and telephone.  The 
ideal candidate must 

have the ability to remain 
calm while making quick 
proficient decisions in a 

number of different 
circumstances including 
power restoration and 
emergency situations. 
The candidate will be 

assigned two twelve hour 
shifts during the 

weekend. Occasionally 
the candidate will be 
required to provide 

additional support during 
the work week and 

during extended power 
outage events. 

The Cooperative offers a 
competitive salary, 

starting at $15 an hour 
for this position, and 

benefits. 
Tri-County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer 
(EOE) and Drug Free 
Workplace (DFWP). 

Please submit a resume 
and completed Tri-

County Electric 
Application for 

Employment form, 
which is available at any 
TCEC office or online at 
www.tcec.com, before 

April 27, 2020 to: 
Andrew Pinkard 

Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 
2862 West US 90 

Madison, FL  32340 
 

4/22-4/27 ch 

1, 2 & 3 BR HC &  
non-HC accessible apts. 
Rental assistance may  

be available. HUD  
vouchers accepted.   
Call 850-948-3056.  

TDD/TTY  711. 192 NW 
Greenville Pointe Trail, 
Greenville, FL 32331. 

Equal Housing  
Opportunity 

rtn, c  


