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GEHAZI: 

oR, 

THE SINNER DETECTED. 

You must have often noticed that 

persons—children, and those who are 

grown up—will do many things when 

they: think they are not seen, which 

they would not do if they knew that 

they were observed. Have you not 

known children who have been very 

orderly and well-behaved in school 

when the master was present, who 

have become most disorderly, to use 

the mildest term, if any circumstance 

required his absence? Nay, have 

you not felt something of the kind 

yourself? You have been tempted
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to do wrong. You looked around, 
and saw no one, and thought, “I may 
do it, for nobody sees me.” Perhaps, 

just at the moment, your quick eye 
caught sight of some one. “My fa- 
ther is coming ;” or, “I see my mo- 
ther.” You were going to yield to the 

temptation, but you were checked; 

for you said to yourself, “If I do it, 

I shall be seen, and punished.” 

Now I want you to remember, that 

you are never alone: there is an eye 

that ts always fixed upon you. If you 
turn to the thirty-second chapter of 
the Book of Numbers, you will find 
that when the Israelites, after long 
wandering in the wilderness, had come 
to the borders of Canaan, and were 

about to enter on the possession of 
the Land of Promise, the tribes of 

Reuben and Gad requested to have
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their inheritance where they then 
were, without crossing over Jordan. 

Moses at first thought that they made 
this request from wrong motives, and 

told them so. But they so explained 

the matter that he was satisfied, and 

this he likewise told them. But in so 

doing, he admonished them to be faith- 

ful to their promise ; reminding them, 

that if they were not, they could not 

escape punishment. His admonition 

is given in very solemn words, and I 

now request you to notice them. You 

will find them in the twenty-third 

verse. He tells the persons who were 

before him, that if they did not fulfill 

their engagement, they would not 

only do an injury to their brethren, 

but commit a sin against God. He 

tells them, too, that He against whom 
they would in this case sin, would not



allow them to escape, but would cer- 
tainly punish them. Mark his lan- 
guage :—“ But if ye will not do so, 
behold, ye have sinned against the 
Lord ; and be sure your sin will find 
you owt.” Yes; whenever we do 
wrong, we sin against God; and, 
sooner or later, in one way or an- 
other, our sin mill find us owt. There 

is no pardon without repentance ; and 
the sorrows of penitence are pro- 
dueed by the remembrance of past 
sin. And if we will not allow it to 
Jind as ovt in this manner, it will find 
#9 ont in punishment. Never forget 
tis most certain truth. Whenever 
you are tempted to sin, imagine that 
you hear a voice saying to you,— 

“BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT.” 

To impress this subject the more
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deeply on your mind,—or, rather, to 
fix it in your inmost soul,—I am going 
to direct your attention to a very re- 
markable narrative, found in the fifth 
chapter of the Second Book of Kings. 
It relates to Gehazi, the servant of the 
prophet Elisha. You can read the 
whole chapter. In the former part 
of it you will find the well-known and 
very interesting account of the “little 
maid,” a captive from the land of Is- 
rael, who waited on the wife of Naa- 

man, a great man and honorable, with 

his master, the king of Syria. You 
know, likewise, what follows of the 

history of Naaman, and how, by obey- 

ing the directions of the prophet, he 
was cured of his leprosy. Ineed not, 
therefore, say anything on these sub- 
jects. It is at the conduct of Gehazi, 
as described in the last eight verses



10 GEHAZI. 

of the chapter, that I wish you now 

to look. 

It seems when Naaman came out 

of the water, cured, he desired to ex- 

press his gratitude to the prophet by 

making him (as we sometimes say) 

a handsome present. But Elisha re- 

fused to accept any recompense what- 

ever. He knew that the work had 

been done, not by him, but by God; 

and he desired to show this man 

(hitherto a heathen, and only ac- 

quainted with heathen priests, who 

were séldom other than wicked im- 

postors) how different was .the cha- 

racter of the only true religion from 

that which prevailed in the countries 

round about the land of Israel. He 

desired to show him that he sought 
not his own honor, his own advance- 

ment; and, therefore, though urged
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by Naaman, he persisted in his refu- 
sal; a refusal calculated to strengthen 
the impression which the miracle had 
just made, and to win for THE TRUTH, 
which was now made known to him, 

the homage of his feelings, and judg- 
ment, and practice. _ 

But now we come to the melan- 
choly, but very admonitory, part of 
y samen Naaman had left the 
residence of the prophet, and was re- 

turning, happy in his restored health, 

and doubtless thoughtfully meditating 

on the subjects which were brought 
before him by these recent transac- 

tions ; on his wonderful cure ; on the 

great doctrine, with its vast conse- 
quences, of the existence of the only 
one living and true God ; and on that 
new aspect of religious character 
which Elisha’s disinterestedness had
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presented to his view; when he was 
interrupted by the approach of Ge- 
hazi to his chariot. 

Gehazi had heard the offer of gifts, 

and had very likely seen that some 

of the attendants of the Syrian gene- 

ral had with them such articles as it 
would have been proper to give, had 

the offer been accepted. He looked, 

and coveted. Whether he desired 
the possession for himself, personally 

and exclusively, for the sake of the 

possession, (as many do desire to 
possess what they regard as wealth, 
in some or other of its forms, money, 

land, or houses, articles of trade, just 

for the sake of knowing that they 
have them, and that having them 
they are rich,) or whether he desired 

the possession for his family, that he 
might transmit wealth to them as his
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successors and heirs, as seems to be 
indicated by the punishment, (verse 

27, “The leprosy shall cleave unto 

thee, and unto THY SEED, for ever ;”) 

whatever the motive, that the desire 

existed is beyond doubt, and also that 

this was the origin of his most culpa- 

ble conduct. And in this we see the 

aRIGIN of all practical iniquity. It 

was thus that sin entered the world. 

The tempter presented the forbidden 

fruit as an object of desire. So far 

the temptation was only external, and 

involved no sin. Desire might have 

been refused. Eve might have said, 

“T will not even look on what must 

be improper, because God has forbid- 

den it.” But she allowed desire to 

go forth and fix on the presented ob- 

ject; and immediately she entered 

Pato temptation, and admitted the
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seed of all sin. And thus does St. 

Peter teach us, that “the corruption 

that is in the world,” is there “through 

lust,” thatis, through irregular desire. 
While we carefully guard our desires 
we are safe. Fixing them on right 
objects, and withdrawing them from 
wrong ones, no harm can happen 

to us. Outward objects cannot move 

us. The movement must be from 
within. ‘The law, therefore, says, 

“'THOU SHALT NoT covet.” But let 

the restraint be removed from desire, 

and the object, as it were, take its 

place within us, and the influence 

of temptation begins. “Every man 
is tempted when he is drawn anway 
of his own lust, and enticed.” These 

words are exceedingly significant. 
The angler baits his hook ; the hook 
is affixed to his line, the line to his
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rod; but the fish is not drawn from 

the water till the bait is received ; 

and thus it is our own lust which 
enables the angler for souls to draw 

us into his power, because we have 

permitted ourselves to be enticed by 

the bait. Guard, therefore, these first 
movements of the heart. Watch 

them, keep a firm hold on them: 

Satan has no power on you but by 

means of them. It is not the bait 

considered merely as on the hook, 

but the bait as admitted into the 

mouth, which gives the fish to the 

angler. So, it is not the outward ob- 

ject as presented before the mmd 

that occasions sin, but the outward 

object allowed to produce an inward 

desire. “Every man is tempted when 

he is drawn away of his own tmproper 

desire.” ; .



16 GEHAZI. 

But let us again look at Gehazi 
He desires the possession of the gift 
offered by Naaman to his master. 
The Searcher of hearts has given to 
us _a view of the immédiate effect of 
this admitted desire. “But Gehazi, 
the servant of Elisha, the man of 
God, said, Behold, my master hath 
spared Naaman, this Syrian, in not 
receiving at.his hands that which he 
brought; but, as the Lord liveth, I 

will run after him, and take some- 
what of him.” Ver. 20. Here is the 
Jwst step in the ProcRess of sin,— 
resolution to commat st. The admis- 
sion of the desire was sinful; but 

still, as yet, the sinful act was not 
committed. The desire might have 
been withdrawn. When, indeed, the 
mind has gone thus far, withdraw- 
ment is difficult. It is easier to refuse
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the bait than to remove it: Thére is 
now a power from without operating 

on the soul. Still, though the task 

is difficult, it Bs not impossible. By 

instant appli¢ation to God, shown to 

be sincere by resolute opposition to 

the already commenged inward move- 

ment, it may be effected. ‘The dan- 

ger is imminent; the peril is fearful. 

There is not a moment to be lost. 

What is to be done for éscape, must | 

be done decidedly and at once. 

Gehazi, however, offered no oppo-: 

sition. On the contrary, :he. fally: 

cherished the desire. He deliberated 

on the subject.. His words show: 
this; and his choice was hearty and: 

entire. This, also, his words show. 
He even appeals on the subject, im. 

language, to God, against: whom he 
wes sinning: “As the Lord bweth) 

2
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I will run after him, and take some- 

what of him.” 

And now PERFORMANCE begins. 

“So Gehazi followed after Naaman.” 

Ver. 21: Temptation had called his 

attention to a forbidden object. In- 

stead of resisting, he yielded to it, 

and admitted the destre ; and cherish- 

ing this, the act was committed. He 

left the house, and taking the proper 

road, soon overtook the chariot in 

which the Syrian captain would be 

slowly proceeding on his return, me- 

ditating, no doubt, on the wonderful 

occurrences which had recently taken 

place. On his'way, Gehazi had lei- 

sure to concoct his whole plan; and, 

as soon as he overtook Naaman, he 

put it in execution. He did not ven- 

ture to say that his master had 

departed from his resolution. © He
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‘avented, therefore, a tale which he 

thought would be sufficient to impose 
upon Naaman, and screen himself. 

Ilis approach was noticed. ‘“ And 
when Naaman saw him running after 

him, he lighted down from his chariot 

to meet him:” his respect for the 

master evidently extending to the 

servant. Not knowing whether some- 
thing might not have happened, he 

inquired, “Is all well?” And now 

we again see the PROGRESS of sin. 

One sin leads to another. To obtain 

his purpose a falsehood was neces- 

sary; and with a. direct falsehood 

Gehazi, this professed worshiper of 

the God of truth, ‘was prepared. He 

proceeded to say, “Allis well. My 

master hath sent me, saying, Behold, 

even now there be come from Mount 

Ephraim two young men of the sons
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of the prophets: give them, I pray 

thee, a talent of silver, and two 

changes of garments.” Naaman sus- 

pected no treachery, and was evi- 

dently glad to be permitted to show 

his thankfulness: he gave him, there- 

fore, even more than he asked. “And 

Naaman said, Be content; take two 

talents. And he urged him, and 

bound two talents of silver in two 

bags, with two changes of garments, 

and laid them upon two of his ser- 

vants.” 

The sin was now completed; and 

this is the natural order. When 

temptation assails us, if we resist 

not, but receive it, it becomes sinful 

desire. We have already sinned in 

our heart. But where sin is permit- 

ted to lodge in the heart, it will,most 

certainly, as far as there is opportu- 

+
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nity, influence the conduct ; and thus 

there will be the sinful act, the open 
violation of God’s law. And this sel- 
dom is foynd to consist m a solitary in- 

stance. Having begun to sin, we shall 
find it necessary to go on, adding sin 
to sin; as Gehazi added lying to his 
covetous resolution to obtain what he 

had no right to possess. No one can 

tell, when once he begins to sin, how 

far he will go before he can stop. 

There is no safety but in decidedly 

resisting the temptation at the very 

first. It will not be difficult to quench 

the spark while it is only a spark: 
otherwise, “behold how great a fire 

a little spark kindleth !” 

Gehazi, having accomplished his 

object, now thought of securing his 

prize: .Naaman’s servants assisted 

him in carrying them home: “ And
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they bare them before him. And 

when he came to the tower,” the 

place of Elisha’s residence, “he took 

them from their hand, and bestowed 

them in the house; and he let the 

men go, and they departed.” 

Having thus hid what he had so 

unjustly acquired, he thought that all 

was safe ; and, his conscience being 

asleep all the while, he would doubt- 

less congratulate himself on his suc- 

cess; look on himself as a much 

richer man than he had ever been; 

and, very likely, endeavor to per- 

- suade himself that he had acted right. 

In looking at an action, we have the 
power of looking at it just in that 
point of view in which we ehoose to 

place it. Gehazi would see in what 

he had done, an act by which he ap- 

peared to be a great gainer. He
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saw the two talents of silver, and 

the two changes of garments ; but he 

would not look at the moral character 

of the action. He did not ask, What 

is the relation to God in which it has 

placed me? He saw that he was 8 

richer man: he would not see that 

he was also a guilty man. We ought 

never to be satisfied till we have 

looked at our conduct in its moral 

aspects. It may be successful in pro- 

moting our present worldly interests ; 

and many are so satisfied with this, 

that they look no further. We should 

resolutely inquire how it influences 

our spiritual position. We should 

ask, How does this action appear 

when tried by the unerring standard 

of the holy law of God? 

Hitherto, Gehazi had found every- 

thing to succeed with him. And
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having secured the property he had 
so unlawfully acquired, he proceeded 
to his accustomed attendance on his 
master, little anticipating what await- 
ed him. “He went in, and stood 

before Elisha.” The first words 
which were spoken to him could 
scarcely fail to disturb his false se- 
renity. ‘And Elisha said unto him, 

Whence comest thou, Gehazi?” It 

was not to be expected, after what 
he had done, that he would honestly 
confess his fault, and implore for- 
giveness. He went on, therefore, 
adding to his guilt by another false- 
hood. Sin succeeds to sin: one draws 
another after it. He said,—but would 

it not be with some inward misgiv- 
ings ?7—“ Thy servant went no whi- 
ther.” 

And now comes the DETECTION of
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sin. What would be his confusion 

and shame when he heard these 

words from one whom he knew to 

be a prophet of the Most High?— 

“And he said unto him, Went not 

mine heart with thee, when the man 

turned again from his chariot to meet 

thee? Is it a time to receive money, 

and to receive garments, and olive- 

yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and 

oxen, and man-servants, and maid- 

servants?” In his sinful dreams of 

the future, Gehazi had very probably 

thought of what he might become by 

means of the property he had thus 

acquired. He had rapidly thought 

of his own future advancement, and 

seen himself a possessor of olive- 

yards, and vineyards, waited upon 

by numerous men-servants and maid- 

servants, who would help him in
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taking care of his herds of oxen and 

flocks of sheep. Visions of long 

prosperity would spread before him. 

But the prophet spoke, and the sin- 

ner felt that his sin was known. He 

awoke from his dream. The vision 

passed away, and all the pleasure 

with which he had contemplated it ; 

and nothing remained but guilt, with 

its pain and its shame. For a little 

while sin had been sweet to him; 

but the sweetness was now for ever 

gone, and abiding bitterness came in 

its place. 

And, sooner or later, thus will it 

always be. However secretly we 

sin, there is an eye which always 

beholds all we do. Man may not 

see us, but God sees us. In the won- 

derful order of his almighty provi- 

dence he may cause this detection to
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take place in this world. He may so 

expose us before men, that of all our 

schemes, successful as we thought 

them to have been, nothing shall 

remain but the sin. Pleasant as was 

the fruit we gathered from the for- 

bidden tree, the pleasure passes away, 

and nothing remains but the painful 

and humiliating sense of guilt. But 

even though this should not be the 

case in life, nothing can hinder it 

from taking place as soon as we 

leave the world. We leave the pro- 

fits and the pleasures of sin behind, 

but we take our sin along with us. 

As soon as we are “absent from the 

body,” we are “present with the 

Lord :” we stand before, not some 

Elisha, but before Elisha’s God: we 

stand before our Judge; and we stand 

before him just as we are. “ All things
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are naked and open unto the eyes of 

Him with whom we have to do.” Ne- 

ver forget this. “Neither is there any 

creature that is not manifest in his 

sight.” He knows us now: he will 

then make us to know ourselves. 

However blind and hardened the sin- 

ner may be, as soon as he appears 

before God, in that awful moment 

his sin is detected, his conscience 

wakes up, and the gnawings begin 

of the worm that never dieth. 

But detection is not all. PunisH- 

MENT immediately follows. Let us 

attend to the fearful continuation of 

the prophet’s address to Gehazi:— 

“The leprosy therefore of Naaman 

shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy 

seed, for ever.” He had sought to 

increase his wealth, and to establish 

his family, by sinning against God ;
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and upon himself and his family he 

brought down this terrible disease : 

for the word was not in vain. Elisha 

was but the instrument of pronouncing 

the sentence of God. Infliction, there- 

fore, immediately followed. As the 

detected sinner listened, he would 

fee] disease running through his veins, 

and seizing upon his whole frame. 

He would look on his hands, and see 

the evidence that the punishment had
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taken place. He had come before 
his master, self-satisfied, congratu- 
lating himself on the success of his 
fraud: he departed from him, con- 
demned and punished. “And he went 
out from his presence a leper as white 
as snow.” 

Sometimes sin is visited by punish- 
ment in the present world. But whe- 
ther this is the case or not, most cer- 

tainly it shall be in the world to come. 
He who dies in his sins, shall “lift 

up his eyes in hell, being in tor- 
ments.” And when at the last day 
he shall stand at the judgment-seat 
of Christ, he shall hear the dreadful 
words of the sentence which shall 
be immediately executed: “ Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels !”



GEHAZI. 81 

And when the wicked shall thus 
have “gone away into everlasting 

punishment,” what does it profit them 
that in their life-time they had re- 

ceived their good things? Supposing 

they had gained the whole world, 

they have lost their own souls. The 

worldly gain is gone; the worldly 

pleasure is all over; but the perdi- 

tion remains, and will remain for 

ever. “Their worm dieth not, and 

their fire is not quenched.” 

Thus does the case of Gehazi sug- 

gest the entire history of sin,—its 

origin, its progress and completion, its 

detection, its punishment. 

Does not all this show us the folly 

of sin? We cannot deceive God: 

we can conceal nothing from him ; 

nor can we resist his appointments. 

We may transgress his laws, but we
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cannot hinder the execution of the 

sentence which he pronounces against 
transgressors. And even while the 

execution is delayed, the sentence 

hangs over us. We are condemned 

already: we cannot be truly happy. 
There is the handwriting on the wall 

over against us, and we do not see it 

only because we will not lift up our 

eyes. We have only the stupid peace 

of obstinate, willful ignorance. And 

as this is always liable to interruption, 

so, at the very longest, it can only last 

throughout our life. It is over when 

we die: it then departs for ever, and 

nothing remains but the bitter con- 

sequences of transgression,—guilt, 

and shame, and misery, and despair, 

through all eternity. 

What lessons should we learn from 

the history?
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First. Secure the favor of God; 

and thus, true peace of conscience, 

by securing the pardon of sin, through 

living faith in Christ. We wish to be 

happy, and this is the only way to 

be happy. God thus becomes our 

Father and our Friend. While we 

live, he will guide us with his coun- 

sel, and when we die, he will receive 

us to his glory. Second. Never 

dally with temptation, but at once, 

and fully, resist it. Look not at the 

talents of silver, and the changes of 

garmenis, merely, but at the leprosy 

also. Be not content with asking, 

What present profit will this conduct 

produce? Ask likewise, What rela- 

tion does it bear to the law of God? 

The tempter points to the seeming 

advantage of the action; but look 

at its moral character. It may for 

3
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the present be gainful; but is it 

right? Depend upon it, sin is always 

a losing concern, and sooner or later 

you will find it so. Have nothing to 

do with it, therefore. Repel the 

temptation as soon as it is presented. 

Admit not the desire of anything that 

can only be had by sinning against 

God. Let it be a settled principle with 

you, “Whether I gain or lose, I must 

never sin. Whatever I seek for, I 

must seek for it in the path of right- 

eousness. I must not go out of the 

way to heaven, that is, into the way 

to hell, to find it. Talents of silver 

and changes of garments may be 

useful, in reference to mere worldly 

comfort; but the favor of God is 

absolutely necessary, both for my pre- 
sent happiness, and my eternal well- 

being.”
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The young, especially, should re- 

member these things. Life is before 

them, and most important it is that 

they should begin it well. There is 

the providence of God, as well as the 

final judgment of God. The tempter 

often tries to induce young people to 

begin life by looking at the talents of 

silver and changes of garments, and 

seeking for them by plans which 

practically set aside the authority and 

claims of God. Let those who are 

thus tempted think of what may be 

the consequences. Let them look at 

Gehazi with his gains, and with his 

leprosy ; and let them be wise in time. 

Seeming worldly advantages may be 

connected with heavy crosses and 

bitter trials all the way through life, 

even though the sin be pardoned, and 

the soul put in safety. Depend upon
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it, that the only true wisdom consists 

in obedience to the direction of our 

Lord, “Seek first the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness, and all other 

things shall be added unto you.” At 

all events, come what will come, never 

allow yourself even to wish for what 

you cannot have consistently with the 

will of God. As soon as the tempta- 

tion comes, say with the martyr, who 

was offered life if he would recant, 

“None but Christ! none but Christ!” 

The tempter may point to the talents 

of silver, and the changes of garments; 

but look beyond them to the leprosy 

which they occasioned. Yes; if ever 

you are tempted to sin like Gehazi, 

let the recollection of Gehazi’s puntsh- 

ment admonish you. Never forget the 

solemn words of Christ, your Saviour 

and your Judge, “What shall it profit
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a man, if he shall gain the whole 

world, and lose his own soul ?” 

To sum up the whole matter in a 

few words :—Gehazi began by ad- 

mitting the desire of what he could 

not possess in accordance with the 

will of God: this desire, admitted 

and cherished, led to the direct and 

repeated commission of sin. For a 

short time this appeared to have been 

successful, but it was only for a short 

time : his sin was detected, and pun- 

ishmént -immediately followed. If 

tempted to sin, therefore, think on 

Gehazi and his leprosy. 

a 

THE END.
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THE COTTAGE ON THE MOOR; 
OR, THE EVILS OF PRIDE. 

Price eighteen cents. 

OLD ANTHONY'S HINTS TO YOUNG PEOPLE, 
TO MAKE THEM CHEERFUL AND WISE. 

Price twenty one cents. 

THE JEW AMONG ALL NATIONS, 
SHOWING TIIE PRESENT CONDITION OF THAT 

WONDERFUL PEOPLE. 

Price twenty-one cents. 

THE EGYPTIAN. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF THE JEW. 

Price twenty-one cents, 

THE STRANGE PLANET, 
AND OTHER ALLEGORIES, 

DESIGNED TO ILLUSTRATE IMPORTANT SUBJECTS 

Price sixteen cents. 
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