
The Safe Drinking Water Act 

The Safe Drinking Water Act12 may also affect a farmer's use of pesticides. In general, 
this Act allows states to issue regulations designed to protect the pollution of public water 
systems. While the law is intended to control the operations of the public water systems and 
not the activities of potential polluters, it can and has been so applied.  

In particular, states must control and monitor activities posing a threat to public drinking 
water sources. Any activity that introduces pollutants subsurface, not necessarily just into a 
well, is within the scope of the Safe Drinking Water Act. This means that applying pesticides 
subsurface may fall within the purview of state control if drinking water sources are 
threatened.  

An irrigation back-flow may constitute underground injection and thus fall within the 
jurisdiction of the Safe Drinking Water Act if it results in the subsurface introduction of 
pesticides or other pollutants. If water pollutants are passed back into the water source and 
subsequently pose a threat to a public drinking water source, the irrigation operation may be 
shut down. This would be true even if the Safe Drinking Water Act did not apply to back-flow.  
Authority to halt any operation posing a danger to public health and safety lies with each state.  

Enforcement 

Civil fines can be as higl gs $5,000 per day for a non-willful violation and up to $10,000 
per day for a willful violation.  

Citizen Suits. Any person may commence a civil action against another who violates any 
requirement imposed by the Act or by the enforcement officials. However, before a violator 
may be sued, he or she must be given 60 days in which to correct the violation. If the violation 
is corrected within this period, no court action by private citizens is allowed. The state, 
however, canlitill impose civil fines for each day the violation remains or remained 
uncorrected.  
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