
EPA or designated state officials are also authorized to inspect any establishment or other 
place where pesticides or devices are held for distribution or sale for the purpose of inspecting 
and obtaining samples of any containers or labeling for such pesticides or devices. Officials 
must present a written statement to the applicator indicating the reasons for the inspection, 
and whether a violation of law is suspected. If there is reason to believe a violation of the law 
exists, officials may obtain from the appropriate court a warrant authorizing entry, inspection 
and reproduyion of records and the seizure of any pesticide or device which is in violation of 
the statute.  

Hazardous Waste Regulations 

Commercial pesticide applicators are hazardous waste generators under the regulations 
whenever they generate discarded commercial chemical products, containers or spill residues as 
described in 40 C.F.R. 261.33 or any other hazardous waste as defined in the regulations. The 
farmer exception, 40 C.F.R. 262.51, exempting farmers who use pesticides on their own land, 
does not apply to cornmergal applicators. Nor are commercial applicators likely to qualify as 
small quantity generators and thus be exempt from the regulations. Commercial applicators 
storing or disposing of pesticides or containers are, therefore, subject to the standards for 
generators, transporters, and disposers of hazardous waste in 40 C.F.R. Parts 122-124, and 262
267. The major elements of the RORA hazardous waste provisions are: 1) notification, 2) 
permitting, and 3) standards for handling hazardous wastes. Section 6930 of RCRA requires any 
person who generates or transports hazardous waste, or who owns or operates a facility for the 
treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous waste, to notify EPA of the identity of the 
hazardous waste involved and the nature of the activltj. Transporting, storing, or disposing of 
hazardous waste before filing this notice is unlawful. Additionally, each person owning or 
operating a facility for the treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous waste must have a 
permit from EPA. The permitting procedures are published at 40 C.F.R. Parts 122-124.  

Extensive regulations regarding record keeping and recording, storage, transportation and 
disposal, both on-site and off-site, are contained in 40 C.F.R. Parts 262-264. A major feature 
of these regulations is a manifest system that allows EPA to follow hazardous waste from 
generator to transporter to disposer. Upon request of EPA or designated state officials, the 
generator must permit the officials to inspect the facility, insect and reproduce records, and 
inspect and obtain samples of wastes, containers, or labeling.  

The states may implement their own hazardous waste management programs to operate in 
lieu of the federal system after authorization by EPA. Any action taken by a statsy~nder an 
authorized hazardous waste program has the same force and effect as EPA action.  

Penalties for Hazardous Waste Violations 

When EPA determines that a person is in violation of any provisions of RCRA, the violator 
is first notified. If the violations continue beyond 30 days after notification, EPA may 
commence a civil action for appropriate relief, including a temporary or permanent injunction, 
or the Agency may issue an order requiring compliance within a specified time. If the violator 
fails to comply within the specified time, he shall be liable for a civil penalty of not more than 
$25,000 for each day of continued noncompliance and the Agency may revoke or suspend any 
permit issued to the violator. Upon suspension or revocation of a permit, the violator may 
request a public hearing. In determining the amount of the civil penalty, EPA considers the 
seriousness of 2Ve violation, and any good faith ef forts to comply with the applicable 
requirements.  

Criminal penalties are imposed upon any person who knowingly: 
-Transports any hazardous waste to a facility which does not have a permit, 
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