
CHAPTER 2 

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF PESTICIDES AND PESTICIDE CONTAINERS 

Farmers and commercial pesticide applicators are subject to specific legal responsibilities 
for the proper storage and disposal of pesticides and pesticide containers. Statutory and 
regulatory requirements enacted by Congress and Federal regulatory agencies play a major role 
in this area of pesticide regulation. The EPA has the primary responsibility for enforcement.  

The E A has published regulations concerning pesticide storage and disposal in accordance 
with FIFRA , the primary statute governing the distribution and use of pesticides. Additional 
regulations concerning the disposal of waste pesticides and containers have been established 
under the hazardous waste management provisions of the RCRA.  

Labeling Instructions 

Each registered pesticide product, whether general or restricted use, contain3 brief but 
explicit instructions in its labeling regarding storage and disposal. The applicator must follow 
these instructions carefully and insure that all persons working for him follow them as well.  

EPA Recommended Procedures for Storage and Disposal 

In addition to the mandatory procedures contained within the labeling of each pesticide 
product, EPA has published recommended procedures for storage and disposal of pesticides and 
containers in the Code of Federal Regulations. These procedures are not mandatory, but are 
recommended as extremely useful guides for safe storage and disposal. The procedures 
recommended apply to all pesticides, both general use and restricted use products, and address 
the needs of both private and commercial applicators. The recommended procedures do not 
apply to the disposal of single containers of pesticides registered for use in the home and 
garden, which may be disposed of during municipal waste collection if wrapped according to 
recommendations. Nor do they apply to single containers of pesticides used on farms and 
ranches which may be disposed of by open field burial with due regard for the protection of 
surface and sub-surf ace waters.  

Hazardous Waste Regulations Relating to Pesticides and Containers 

Although FIFRA controls federal regulation of pesticide use, including application, 
storage, and disposal, there are circumstances whereby the disposal of pesticides and pesticide 
containers comes under the purview of the hazardous waste management regulations pursuant to 
RCRA.  

Waste pesticides and containers constitute solid waste under RCRA. 5 Individual pesticide 
products and their containers and residues constitute hazardous solid waste by virtue of meeting 
the characteristics of hazardous waste specified in 4%C.F.R. 261 Subpart C or appearing on th~ 
lists of hazardous wastes in 40 C.F.R. 261 Subpart D. It is the responsibility of the generator 
of the solid waste to determine whether the waste constitutes a hazardous waste under the 
regulations. A generator has the opportunity under 40 C.F.R. 260.22 to petition the EPA for 
exclusion of a particular waste from the hazardous waste regulations.  

Most registered pesticides, containers and residues come within the hazardous waste 
category of Subpart D, section 261.33 "Discarded commercial chemical products, off
specification species, containers, and spill residues thereof.! Pesticide containers, inner liners, 
and any residues are subject to the hazardous waste regulatory provisions unless the containers 
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