
Part of Mdximo G6mez's strategy to win independence was to destroy the infrastructure
of Cuba's wealth. He targeted sugar plantations and lines of communication (telegraphs
and railways). By this means, he argued, Spain would lose revenue and wealthy Cubans
would lose their prosperity. Ultimately, he felt this would force them into negotiations for
peace on the insurgents' terms.
The U.S.S. Maine in Havana harbor prior to the explosion.
La Illustracidn Espaola y Americana, 30 enero 1898, No. IV, p. 56.

The fortress of El Morro looms above the entrance to the harbor of Santiago de Cuba.
From the photographic collections of the P.K. Yonge Library of Florida History.

Seen here from its sister fortification of Socapa, El Morro occupied the eastern bluff over
the harbor entrance, about 65 meters above water level. The crucial naval conflict
between Spain and the United States took place for possession of this strategic point. A
Spanish fleet reached Santiago on May 18, 1898. Many of the ships arrived poorly
provisioned and nearly out of fuel. By June, an opposing U.S. squadron had blockaded
the harbor bottling up Spanish naval forces inside (see diagram of harbor). Some 10,000
soldiers and 30,000 inhabitants were trapped at Santiago with few sources of food.
Insurrectos cut off the town by land, although cooperation between Cubans and
Americans diminished as American military officers tried to brush the insurgents aside.

When Admiral Pascual Cervera tried to break free of the harbor on July 3, 1898, his
squadron was destroyed. Shortly afterward, Spanish troops throughout the island
surrendered. Part of the surrender agreement was that the United States would provide
Spain's troops with safe passage back to Europe. The loss of the fleet at Santiago meant
Spain had no means to defend Cuba and Puerto Rico against American naval power. It
also aided American war aims in the Philippines by forcing a redeployment of Spain's
remaining navy.
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