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INSIDE SPORTS: Local girls to compete against world athletes. 1B

By Joyce Marie Taylor 
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

An early morning crash on US
90 in Wellborn Saturday sent sev-
eral people to the hospital, one in
critical condition, according to the
Florida Highway Patrol.
Reports show that on Saturday,

around 3:10 a.m., a 2008 Chevrolet
Malibu was traveling northbound
on Lowe Lake Road and approach-
ing a stop sign at the intersection of
US 90. Meanwhile, a 2007 Freight-
liner semi-tractor-trailer, driven by
Albert Gilreath Jr., 41, Orlando,
was traveling westbound on US 90.
The driver of the Chevy failed to

stop at the stop sign and traveled
into the intersection where its front
struck the left front side of the
semi. A secondary collision then
occurred between the rear of the
Chevy and the left side of the semi
as the Chevy rotated after the initial

WELLBORN CRASH
INJURES SEVERAL 

Investigators with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and Florida Highway Patrol investigate this wreck on East
US 90 at Lowe Lake Road Saturday morning. - Photo: Jeff Waters 

Driver unknown as FDLE probes

Submitted 
As a registered voter, I ap-

preciate you taking the time
to exercise the privilege and
right given to Americans.
The voice of the people is
what makes this country
great. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity you’ve given me to

serve as your District 5
School Board member. I am
seeking re-election because I
have worked hard and have
made a positive impact. Our
schools are facing extremely
difficult financial times be-

ELECTION 2014
Holtzclaw announces re-election
bid for school board

Holtzclaw

A gas leak on West Howard Street (US 90) and Houston Avenue in downtown Live Oak closed several streets
Monday morning. According to city officials, private crews were drilling a hole in the city’s right-of-way to in-
stall a power pole when their drill struck a city-owned gas line. Howard Street from Church Avenue to Houston
Avenue were closed as Live Oak Fire Department and city workers worked on the problem. The gas leak was
contained at 10:23 a.m. but not before several adjacent avenues and streets were closed due to the gas shift-
ing in the wind. West Howard Street was reopened at 10:40 a.m. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen 

GAS LEAK CLOSES ROADS

June marked two years
of improving hydrologic
conditions beginning
with Tropical Storm Deb-
by in June 2012 and
helped by continuing
above-average rainfall.
Tropical Storm Debby
broke the second of two
back-to-back droughts
which caused record low
river and groundwater
conditions.
“Between December

2013 and June 20, the
District has received on
average over 36 inches of

Rainfall 25 percent higher
than average in the SRWMD

w w w . s u w a n n e e d e m o c r a t . c o m

rain which is about 25
percent higher than av-
erage,” said Megan
Wetherington, PE, Dis-
trict Senior Profession-
al Engineer. “This has
been the wettest winter
and spring since 1998.

District-wide, May was
the fifth straight month
of above average rain-
fall this year.”
In the two years after

the end of the drought,

SEE RAINFALL, PAGE 8A

SEE HOLTZCLAW, PAGE 8A

SEE WELLBORN, PAGE 8A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Millions across the nation will take time Friday to rec-
ognize the Fourth of July, a day treasured and celebrated
for the signing of the Declaration, giving America its in-
dependence. There are several Fourth of July events hap-
pening around the county. Here’s a rundown of what’s on
slate for this weekend.

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park will kick off

its Fourth of July festivities on Thursday night with
karaoke and dancing. Ted “Teddy MacElvis” McMullen
will hold court in the Music Hall from 7-10 p.m. Doors
will open at 5 p.m. for dinner. Free hot dogs and bounce
houses for children will be available throughout the
weekend. 
The Band of Brothers and the Justin Case Band will

highlight Fourth of July festivities at The Spirt of the
Suwannee Music Park. On Friday evening, the Band of
Brothers of Mayo will take the stage at 8 p.m. until mid-
night in the Music Hall.
The Justin Case Band will entertain folks from 8 p.m.

until midnight Saturday. 
The park has partnered with the Live Oak Freedom

Festival to provide free shuttle buses to transport guests
to downtown Live Oak at 4 and 7 p.m. 

Several events planned Friday

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Suwannee High School
rising senior Matthew Hen-
drick traveled to Orlando
recently to participate in
the 2014 National Tourna-
ment of Academic Excel-
lence and was a member of
Florida’s team that defeat-
ed Pennsylvania and Okla-
homa for the national title.
Hendrick was selected by
SHS brain bowl coach
Michael Pate to participate
on an all-star team which
represented Florida at the
competition.
“I had a lot of fun meeting the other teammates and

going down there and competing,” Hendrick said. 
SHS’s brain bowl team won the state title this year. As

a result, Pate selected one member from his team to

BRAIN BOWL MASTER
Matthew Hendrick
helps win national
academic title

SHS rising senior
Matthew Hendrick is a
national academic tour-
nament winner. 

Subscribers:
Your Friday, July 4 Suwannee Democrat wil arrive in

your mail Saturday, July 5 due to the postal delay.
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 Dr. Brij Rana, M.D.  •  Dr. Anjana Rana, M.D.

 609 SW 5th St. 
  Live Oak Office (US 90 Behind Autozone)

 386-208-1200

 &
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 • We work hard to keep you out of the ER and Hospital.
 • Blood Work available on Premises
 • Consults and Referrals arranged as needed.

 D.O.T. Physical  ONLY $100  Includes 
 urine test.

 OPEN 7 DAYS
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Arrest Record
Suwannee Democrat

prints the entire arrest
record each week. If your
name appears here and
you are later found not
guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy
to make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
SCSO-Suwannee Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office
LOPD-Live Oak Police

Department
FDLE-Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP-Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC-Florida Wildlife

Commission
DOT-Department of

Transportation
OALE-Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P & P-Probation and Pa-

role
USMS-US Marshals

Service
ATF-Department of Al-

cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms
DOC-Department of

Corrections 

June 26, Thomas Harsha
McNair, 34, 257 SE Mc-
Nair Court, Lake City, FL,
Viol Prob O/C Poss Oxy
W/Int Sell; Sale/Del Oxy:
SCSO- A. Sutton
June 26, AnnMarie

Smith, 39, 3853 West
Tower Road, Live Oak,
FL, Disorderly Conduct,
1st App—SCSO- M. Hen-
ry
June 27, Gina Marie

Parsons, 50, 4670 193rd
Drive, Live Oak, FL, Wel-
fare Fraud: SCSO- D.
Stevenson
June 27, James Garfield

Drury, 43, 17581 82nd
Terrace, Live Oak, FL,
Battery (Dom Violence):
SCSO- B. Marsh
June 27, Everald Alethia

Vincent, 39, 4314 224th
St, Lake City, FL, VOP
O/C Poss -20 Cannabis:
SCSO- M. Henry
June 28, Jeffrey Eugene

Kelly, 55, 3998 280th
Street. Branford, FL, Bat-
tery (Dom Violence):

SCSO- C. Ferguson
June 28, Urania Ross,

20, 844 SW 7th St, Live
Oak, FL, Battery Domes-
tic Violence: LOPD- D.
Hohman
June 28, Thadius

Theodor Williams, 38, 522
Elmwood Street, Moore
Haven, FL, FTPF (Poss
Marijuana), Hendry Co-
No Bond: SCSO- D.
Stevenson
June 29, Ariel Alvarez-

De-Lacampo, 43, 22059
135th Lane, O'Brien, FL,
FTA (Petit Theft), Cash
Only: SCSO- C. Watson
June 29, Timothy Doyle

Madrid, 30, 25287 87th
Drive, O'Brien, FL,
DW L S / R - H a b i t u a l :
SCSO- C. Watson
June 29, Kevin Wayne

Severance, 31, 701 NW
Green St, Branford, FL,
VOP O/C Petit Theft-3
Cts: SCSO- J. Stout
June 29, Jeremy Dou-

glas Porter, 33, 325 Dit-
mar Street, Pensacola, FL,
DWLSR (Knowingly):
OALE- C. Townsend
June 29, Heather M Mc-

Donough, 27, 1508
Delaware Avenue, St. Pe-
tersburg, FL, Bond Re-
voked (VOP-Grand
Theft): SCSO- T. Donald-
son
June 29, Walter James

Sullivan, 28, 17275 47th
Drive, Wellborn, FL, Agg
Assault W/Firearm:
SCSO- C. Watson
June 30, Xavier Melha-

do, 31, Columbia CI, Lake
City, Florida, Poss Contra-
band in Prison: Sgt.
Ford/Cpl. Sutton
June 30, John Roger

Bonnell,  II, 35, 7485
135th Cir, Live Oak, FL,
Grand  Theft, Dealing in
Stolen Prop: SCSO- H.
Harris
June 30, Alfonso Calle-

jas Angeles, 42, 1740 Bor-
deaux Blvd, Tallahassee,
FL, Exp DL More Than 4
Mths: OALE- T.W. Bishop
June 30, Joshua Kirby

Ragans, 20, 16881 35th
Road, Wellborn, FL, VOP
(Poss -20 Grams Canna),
Cash Only to SVPS,
$3000 Surety/$250 Cash:
SCSO- C. Watson

Clarification
Clarification on a story that ran in the June 27 edition.

Colonel Craig Jacobsen stated that although many be-
lieved his 10 months of advanced legal studies at the
Judge Advocate General’s School was the equivalent of a
master of law degree, he did not receive one upon com-
pletion of those studies. Those who now attend the ad-
vanced legal studies program at the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s School can now obtain a master of law degree. Also,
Jacobsen supervised approximately 18 defense counsel
during his tours in Germany. 

Beauty takes
the stage at
Independence
Day Pageant 

SEE PAGE 7A
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 Learn Life 
 Skills 
 Today!

 872678

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr. • Live Oak, FL 32064
 (386) 647-4200

 www.suwannee.k12.fl.us/shtc BUS   DRIVER   TRAINING BUS   DRIVER   TRAINING Begins July 14, 8:30 a.m. at SHTC. Begins July 14, 8:30 a.m. at SHTC. Monday - Thursday 5 hours per day for classroom. Driving time will be  Monday - Thursday 5 hours per day for classroom. Driving time will be  scheduled beyond to include Saturdays possibly, based on enrollment.  scheduled beyond to include Saturdays possibly, based on enrollment.  40 hours (20 hours in classroom, 20 hours driving) 40 hours (20 hours in classroom, 20 hours driving) Maximum 12 participants. Maximum 12 participants. Cost is approximately $300, to include fingerprinting and  Cost is approximately $300, to include fingerprinting and  background check prior to accepting enrollment. background check prior to accepting enrollment. Enroll in Student Services at SHTC. Enroll in Student Services at SHTC.

 Welcomes
 Judy Lynch, PA-C

 873757

 Phone:  1-386-364-1751  
 Toll Free:  1-888-730-2374

 915 Nobles Ferry Rd. • Live Oak
 www.palmsmg.org

 Judy Lynch is a physician assistant (PA-C) with PALMS MEDICAL GROUP and will begin providing 
 health care in the building of the Dept. of Health in Live Oak as of July 1, 2014.

 MEET YOUR NEW HEALTH PROVIDER IN LIVE OAK!
 I grew up in a rural area with limited resources.  My humble beginnings are what have fueled my life -long passion to 
 provide high quality health care and education to underserved, rural and low income families. 

 It wasn’t until after my children completed college, that I was able to realize my professional ambi tion.  I attended 
 college in Georgia (Georgia State University and Emory University) and received a Masters in Nutriti on and 
 certification as a Registered Dietitian.  I also received a Masters in Medical Science and board cer tification as a 
 Physician Assistant. 

 My goal is to continue to provide excellent care to rural patients.  My special areas of interest ar e adult and childhood 
 obesity, diabetes and preventive medicine. My husband and I enjoy biking, boating and spending time  with our 
 grandchildren.

 IT WILL BE MY PLEASURE TO PARTNER WITH YOU TO MEET YOUR HEALTHCARE NEEDS.  I INVITE 
 YOU TO COME AND MEET ME AND MAKE PALMS MEDICAL GROUP YOUR MEDICAL HOME!

 874120

Extension Update

Heat tolerant plants for North Florida
Carolyn Saft, UF/IFAS
Horticulture Extension

Gardening in North
Florida in the summertime
is like being in an outdoor
sauna.  After a few minutes
outside, you may be ready
to let the weeds take over
and deal with yard chores
after the first cold front.  A
different option is to plant
some of these heat tolerant
plants so there is less room
for weeds to grow.  I have
selected 10 plants that hold
up well during our swelter-
ing summers.

1. Coreopsis Coreopsis
lanceolata
This is my favorite

spring/summer bloomer,
the fields and roadsides
come alive when the Core-
opsis start blooming.  I like
them so much I even
named my dog, Coreopsis
(Corie for short).  These
bright yellow flowers reach
grow to about 18”- 24” in
height.  There are several
natives and the Coreopsis
basalis with the burgundy
color in the center.

2. Black eyed Susan,
Rudbeckia hirta
Sturdy and easy to grow,

this early-summer-bloom-
ing flower brightens gar-
dens.  Cutting encourages
them to re-bloom late in the
season. The 2- to 4- inch
blooms have orange-red
rays and a prominent pur-
plish-black cone. Deer usu-
ally steer clear of these
plants. 

3. Mealycup Sage,
Salvia farinacea
Tall, densely packed

flowers appear on this
plant, which is native to
southern New Mexico,
Texas, and Mexico, in late
spring.  Blooms vary from
deep violet to white, and
cuplike calyxes are covered

with white hairs that often
have a blue or violet tinge.
Like other members of the
sage family, mealycup sage
is generally pest free.
There are many other
salvias that do well in hot
weather and could be used
more in our landscapes.

4. Purslane or Moss
Rose,  Portulaca oleracea 
These happy looking lit-

tle flowers open fully in
bright light and close by
mid-afternoon in hot
weather. Purslane thrives in
high temperatures and in-
tense sunlight and is not
fussy about soil.  Purslane
has a taproot with fibrous
secondary roots and is able
to tolerate poor, compacted
soils and drought.

5. Verbena, Verbena
species 
These tough plants grow

to heights of 8’ to 36" de-
pending on the species.
Numerous selections of this
flower are some of the gar-
den’s most colorful, useful,
and easy-to-grow plants.
They bloom in late spring,
thrive in heat, and tolerate
drought.   My favorites are
the fuchsia pinks and pur-
ple flowering plants.  They
grow well in sunny loca-
tions with well-drained soil
and good air circulation.

6. Daylily, Hemerocallis
cultivars 
These hearty perennials

grow to a height of about
1½ to 3' with bloom spikes
of 18 to 24".  Daylilies pre-
fer sun or light shade and
are highly adaptable.  There
are thousands of cultivars
in every color but blue.

7. Trumpet Vine,
Campsis radicans
A dark green twining

vine with beautiful red
trumpet shaped flowers that
bloom from June to Sep-
tember.  These plants thrive
in full sun and only require
a moderate amount of wa-
ter.  When the humming-
birds are in the area, this is
one of their favorite flow-
ers.

8. Pink muhly grass,
Muhlenbergia capillaris
A native, clumping grass

which grows 3-4 feet tall.
This plant flourishes in sun
or light shade.  The very
showy purplish pink
plumes appear in early fall
and is a wonderful transi-
tion plant from pond areas
to landscaped areas.  An-
other favorite of my of our
Master Gardener volun-
teers.  
9. Rosemary, Rosemar-

inus officinalis
Rosemary is a fragrant

herb that can enhance both
your cooking and your
landscape.  The narrow,
needle-like leaves emit a
sharp, somewhat pine-like
aroma when crushed.  It
blooms in winter and
spring with small pink,
lavender, or blue flowers,
depending on the cultivar.
It can reach up to 6 feet tall
and 4 to 5 feet wide when
planted in the ground but
will remain smaller if
pruned or planted in con-
tainers. Groundcover forms
of rosemary are also avail-
able, including the ‘Pros-
tratus’ cultivar.   Rosemary
can also be trimmed into
interesting topiary shapes.
Around the holidays, many
stores now sell potted rose-
mary plants that have been
shaped into Christmas tree
shapes.

10. Wishbone Flower,
Torenia fournieri
Older varieties of torenia

didn't always thrive in
Florida, but the new Sum-
mer Wave® series of tore-
nia is tolerant of heat, heavy
rains, and occasionally dry
soils. Specific cultivars in
the Summer Wave® series
include 'Amythyst Ice', 'Sil-
ver', 'Violet Ice', 'Large
Amythyst', and 'Large Vio-
let'.  Flowers resemble
snapdragons and can be
white, yellow, pink, violet,

or purple, depending on the
cultivar.  Plants usually get
about 6 inches tall and can
trail up to 30 inches as they
grow, making them a great
choice for the front of a
landscape bed or the edge
of a container or hanging
basket.  Summer Wave®
torenia.
All of these plants have

been tried and tested in our
North Florida landscapes.
Additionally the plants on
this list can be found at your
local nursery or garden cen-
ter.  Plant these plants this

fall and you can let Mother
Nature do the gardening
next summer and you can
stay inside the cool air con-
ditioned house.  For more
information or to get free
publications on flowering
perennials that grow well in
North Florida contact our
office at 386-362-2771 or
swing by and pick up a hard
copy.
Extension programs are

open to all people regard-
less of race, color, sex, reli-
gion, disability or national
origin.  In accordance with

the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, any person need-
ing a special accommoda-
tion to participate in any
activity should contact the
Suwannee County Cooper-
ative Extension Service at
1302 Eleventh Street, SW,
Live Oak, Florida 32064 or
telephone 386-362-2771 at
least five working days pri-
or to the event.  Hearing
impaired can access the
foregoing telephone by con-
tacting the Florida Relay
Service at 1-800-955-8770
or 800-955-8772 (TDD).

Florida birth certificates now
available at Tax Collector’s Office 
Suwannee County Tax

Collector Sharon Jordan is
pleased to announce a part-
nership with the Florida
Department of Health in
Suwannee County and the
Bureau of Vital Statistics
that will allow Florida-born
citizens over the age of 18
to obtain a certified copy of
their birth certificate at the
Tax Collector’s Office. The
office is located at 215 Pine
Ave., SW, in Live Oak.
This partnership adds an-
other level of convenience
for our customers who need
a certified copy of their
birth certificate to obtain
their Real ID compliant
Driver’s License or ID card.
Individuals over 18 years of
age who were born in Flori-
da and have any one of the
valid identification listed
below will be able to pur-
chase a certified copy of
their birth certificate for
$21.25 per person for the
first copy and $15 for each
additional copy.   
In addition, any individ-

ual wishing to purchase a
Florida Birth Certificate
even if they are not apply-
ing for a driver license or
ID card, may also apply.     
Primary forms of identifi-

cation: 

a. Motor vehicle operator
license;
b. State ID card, issued

by Department of Motor
Vehicles;
c. Passport;
d. Military ID;
e. Military Dependent ID,

active or retired;
f. Learner’s/instruction

Driver’s Permit, if over 18

years of age;
g. Resident Alien Card,

Form I-551; 
h. Certificate of Natural-

ization;
i. Inmate ID card issued

on or after January 1, 1991,
by Florida Department of
Corrections;
j. Inmate ID issued by

US Department of Justice;
k. If just released from

penal institution, client
should have a letter from
institution or prison ID;
l. Pilot’s license;
m. Concealed Weapons

License.
For more information

call 386-362-2816.
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 PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION PLUS 40 PT. INSPECTION
 SPECIAL SPECIAL

 OPEN
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 8-NOON
 $$2299 9955 $$2299 9955 $29 95

 Includes up to 5 QTS of
 Honda recommended oil

 Plus Tax & Disposal
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Lions Club installation

Live Oak Lions Club installed the 2014-15 officers recently. They are from left: Wyman Clark, immediate past president; Chris Fry, second vice president; Kevin
Greene, secretary; John Wiggins, director; David Mullis, treasurer; Adam Hitt, president; Wyatt O’Neal, first vice president; Coy Howell, third vice president; Gerald
Herring, tail twister; and Jack Lewellyn, lion tamer. Not present is Mike Johnson, director. - Photo: Homer Scroggin

Car wash
fundraiser 
Saturday, July 5, 10 a.m.

to 3 p.m. at Surrey Place,
110 S.E. Lee Ave., Live
Oak. 

Fundraiser 
For kids playground

equipment at Royal
Springs, 20051 157th Lane,
O’Brien, Saturday, July 5,
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Choice of
pulled pork sandwich,
pulled beef sandwich, Net-
tles sausage or 1/4 chicken.
Served with chips and
drink. 

Cannon
Reunion 
The annual Cannon Re-

union will be held Friday,
July 4, at the Hart Springs
Pavillion. All ancestors and
descendants of the William
(Bill) Jackson and Henrietta
(Aunt Hett) Clementine
Townsend Cannon are in-
vited. Please bring a cov-
ered dish, drinks, goodies
and lawn chair.  All paper
products, silverware, cups
and ice will be furnished. 
Meeting starts at 12 and

lunch at 12:30. Looking
forward to seeing everyone
there. For more info call
Rose Williamson 352-463-
7320 or Karen Prescott
904-708-3399.

SRWMD governing board
meetings

On Tuesday, July 8,
2014, the Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-

trict's Governing Board
will meet at 9 a.m. at Dis-
trict Headquarters, 9225

CR 49, Live Oak, FL
32060. The meeting is to
consider District business
and conduct public hearings
on regulatory, real estate,
and other various matters. A
workshop will follow after
the Governing Board meet-
ing. A copy of the agenda
may be obtained by visiting
the District’s website at
www.mysuwanneeriver.co
m.
All meetings, workshops,

and hearings are open to the
public.

Gov. Rick Scott congratulated several Suwannee High School students by letter
for their  perfect score on the 2013-14 statewide assessment. Will Baker, Mered-
ith Lord and Rebeccah Messcher received a perfect score on the FCAT reading.
Krunal Shukla received a perfect score on the geometry end of course assess-
ment. Seated from left: Meredith Lord and Rebeccah Messcher. Standing from
left: Will Baker and Krunal Shukla. Courtesy photo 

Gov. Scott congratulates
students for testing perfection

Erich Marzolf receives Edward
Deevey Jr. award from Florida
Lake Management Society

Florida Lake Management Society (FLMS) awarded Erich Marzolf, PhD, left, with
the Edward Deevey, Jr. Award. Courtesy photo 

Florida Lake Management Society
(FLMS) awarded Erich Marzolf, PhD, with
the Edward Deevey Jr. Award, for his contri-

butions to the scientific understanding of

SEE ERICH, PAGE 5A



By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Rising eighth grade Suwannee Middle
School student Nicholas Soldatos is enrolled
in the Excelled Learning Program (ELP) and
has been since second grade. Soldatos also
takes college classes online through Suwan-
nee Middle School for college credit. 

Nicholas recently completed a psychology
1 course and both courses of advanced place-
ment psychology. His opinion was that the
first course wasn’t too difficult, but the ones
to follow were tougher and more in depth.
Both mother and father, Debbie and Gus
Soldatos, said they were pleased that
Nicholas would receive college credit for the
AP courses he completed.

Gus said when he picked up Nicholas at
Suwannee High School after one of his ex-
ams, he learned there was no one else taking
the exam with him. He was by himself.

“I think he was the only one that had an AP
psychology class in seventh grade,” said
Gus. 

Gus admits sometimes he gets concerned
and often asks Nicholas if he’s doing OK and
to confirm that he’s on track.

“Every time I ask him how he’s doing (in
school), his thing is,” I have a plan. I have a
plan,’” said Gus, laughing. 

“Technically, if you hit it hard, you can
knock off a year of high school and be a year
into college by the time you graduate high

school,” said Debbie.
She said the program is for any students,

not exclusive to gifted students. Nicholas
agreed and said he knew of other students
who were not in the gifted program, but were
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 NOTICE TO DOH-SUWANNEE 
 PRIMARY CARE PATIENTS 

 Effective June 20, 2014, the Florida  Department of Health in Suwannee  County will no longer be directly  providing adult and child primary  health care.  Adult and child primary  health care services will be provided at  the health department location by  Palms Medical Group beginning July  1, 2014.  All other services will  continue at 915 Nobles Ferry Road in  Live Oak, including Family Planning,  Child and Adult Immunizations, WIC,  STD, TB, Communicable Disease  Investigations, Environmental Health  and Birth and Death Certificates.   Upon completion of a medical records  release, a copy of your records can be  provided to Palms Medical Group, to  you, or to a provider of your choice at  no cost to you.  If you would like a  copy of your medical records, please  call 386-362-2708.
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OBITUARIES
Johnnie Amos Jenkins, Jr.

Dec. 22, 1938
June 29, 2014

Johnnie Amos Jenk-
ins, Jr., age 75, of
Live Oak, Fla.

passed away Sunday, June
29, 2014 at Suwannee Val-
ley Care Center in Lake
City, Fla.  He was a native
and life long resident of
Live Oak. 

Johnnie was a director for
Farm Services Administra-
tions. He loved gardening
and growing flowers. He
was a member of the Kiwa-
nis and Live Oak Christian
Church.

He is survived by his
wife, Wanda Jenkins, Live
Oak, Fla. by two sons,
Matthew Jenkins, Live
Oak, Fla.; Joel (Gina) Jenk-
ins, Palm Coast, Fla.; one
sister, Audrey Smith, Jack-
sonville, Fla.; five grand-
children and one great-
grandchild.

Visitation will be held
Wednesday, July 2 from 10
to 11 a.m. at the funeral
home.

Funeral services will be
held, 11 a.m., Wednesday,
July 2, 2014 in the Chapel
of Harris Funeral Home
with Rev. Al Lewis officiat-
ing. Internment will follow
in the Live Oak cemetery.

Please sign the guestbook
at www.harrisfuneralhome-
inc.net.

Harris Funeral Home &
Cremations, Inc., Live Oak,
Fla. 386-364-5115 is in
charge of all arrangements.

Junior L. Mattox
June 30, 2014

Junior L. Mattox, 71,
of Live Oak, Fla.
passed away on Mon-

day, June 30, 2014 after a
long illness. The Fort Payne,
Alabama native moved to

Live Oak in 1987 from
Okeechobee, Fla. He attend-
ed the Suwannee Freewill
Baptist Church, Live Oak,
Fla.

Mr. Mattox is survived by
his wife of 50 years: Rebec-
ca D, Mattox, Live Oak, Fla.;
Three sons: Rodney Mattox,
Live Oak, Fla., David Mat-
tox, Russellville, Al and Jim-
my Mattox, Live Oak, Fla.;
four sisters: Pat Prescott, Se-
bring, Fla., Sheila Brown,
Okeechobee, Fla., Willodean
Woodcock, Mississippi and
Teresa Honeycutt, Sebring,
Fla.; four brothers: Ricky
Mattox, Lake Placid, Fla.,
Billy Mattox, Williston, Fla.,
Kenneth Mattox, Cedar-
town, Ga and Roger Mattox,
Venus, Fla.; eight grandchil-
dren and five great-grand-
children.

Memorial services will be
held at 3 p.m. Wednesday,
July 2, 2014 at the Suwannee
Freewill Baptist Church,
Live Oak, Fla. with Sid
Backer officiating.

Daniels Funeral Homes &
Crematory, Inc., of Live Oak
and Branford, Fla. in charge
of arrangements.

Please sign our guest book
at danielsfuneralhome.com.

Carolyn Slater
Dec. 3, 1927

June 26, 2014

Carolyn Slater, age
86, of Dowling Park,
Fla. passed away

Thursday morning, June 26,
2014 at Select Specialty
Hospital in Gainesville, Fla.
following a lengthy illness.
She was born in Ft. Laud-
erdale, Fla. and worked for
many years as Chief Opera-
tor for the Ft. Lauderdale
Telephone Company before
retiring and moving to
Dowling Park with her hus-
band.  Carolyn was a loving
and caring wife, mother and
sister who loved living in the
beautiful Dowling Park
area.  She was Christian by

faith. 
She is survived by her hus-

band Clark Slater of Dowl-
ing Park; one brother, Buddy
Farris of Oklahoma and five
grandchildren.

As per her wishes, final-
ization was by cremation.

Please sign the guestbook
at www.harrisfuneralhome-
inc.net.

Harris Funeral Home &
Cremations, Inc. is in charge
of all arrangements.

George T. Jones
May 2, 1966
June 23, 2014

George “Tommy”
Thomas Jones III,
48, died Monday af-

ternoon June 23, 2014 at
Haven Hospice Lake City,
Fla. He was born in Winter
Park, Fla. on May 2, 1966.
He grew up in Baton Rouge,
LA and lived in Orlando, Fla. 

He was the son of the late
George (Tom) Thomas Jones
Jr. (USMC – RET) and Ce-
cile Corbin Jones of
O’Brien, Fla. 

Mr. Jones is survived by
his Stepson, Kris Hodges of
Gonzales, LA; Son, Thomas
(Thom) Rhon Jones of Den-
ver, CO; two grandsons,
Kyler Hodges and Kam
Hodges of Casselbury, Fla. 

A memorial service was
held Friday, June 27, 2014 at
Westwood Baptist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests all donations be
made to the American Can-
cer Society or Haven Hos-
pice.

Arrangements by ICS
Cremation & Funeral Home.
www.icsfuneralservices.com

William A. “Bill” Ratlif
June 20, 2014

William A. “Bill”
Ratliff, 73, of
Live Oak, Fla.

passed away on Friday, June
20, 2014. The life long Live
Oak, Fla. native was an own-

er/operator of Bill’s Pines-
traw, Live Oak, Fla. and a
member of the Live Oak
Church of God.

Mr. Ratliff is survived by
his daughter: Karen F. Butts,
Williston, Fla.; Son: Kenneth
A. Ratliff, Palatka, Fla.;
Three sisters: Hazel Ratliff,
Agnes Jarvis and Dot John-
son all of Live Oak, Fla.;  one
brother: Homer Ratliff, Live
Oak, Fla.; three grandchil-
dren.

Funeral Services were held
at 11 a.m. on Monday, June
23, 2014 at the Daniels
Memorial Chapel. Interment
followed in the Live Oak
Cemetery. 

Please sign the guest book
at www.danielsfuneral-
home.com

Daniels Funeral Homes &
Crematory, Inc., Live Oak &
Branford, Fla. in charge of
arrangements.

Elizabeth "Betty" 
Giordano

June 19, 2014

E lizabeth "Betty"
Giordano, 93,
Dowling Park,

Fla. passed away on
Thursday, June 19, 2014.

Daniels Funeral Homes
& Crematory, Inc. , Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Charles R. DeHart
June 27, 2014

Charles R. DeHart,
75, of Wellborn,
FL passed away

on Friday, June 27, 2014.
Daniels Funeral Homes

& Crematory, Inc. Live
Oak & Branford, Fla.

Please sign the guest
book at www.danielsfu-
neralhome.com 

DEATH NOTICES

Florida's waterbodies, recently at the FLMS
25th Annual Technical Symposium.

Maryann Krisovitch of the FLMS admin-
istration describes Dr. Marzolf as, “the per-
fect example of the type of people we have at
our membership base. They are high quality
professionals with a lot of knowledge. More
importantly they truly care about the envi-
ronment. Erich is dedicated to his role of pro-
tecting our water resources.”  He has helped
the FLMS through facets ranging from au-
dio-visual to web master. From 2000 to 2007
Erich held positions of leadership such as
Board Member and Secretary. He received
FLMS’s President’s award in 2001, 2005 and
2007.

Dr. Marzolf appreciates the FLMS and en-
joys the collaboration with the scientists and
resource managers found within FLMS.  He
says, “It’s an opportunity to vet ideas and
findings in a supportive environment.”  He
has helped FLMS move forward by negoti-
ating contracts for symposia, encouraging
discussion and lecturing. This year Dr. Mar-
zolf lectured on the Springs Restoration Ef-
forts within the Suwannee River Water Man-
agement District.  Examples of past lectures
and co-presentations include: Watershed /
Water Quality Issues, Use of Reclaimed Wa-
ter to Offset Fertilizer Applications: A Cost
Effective Pollution Prevention Management
Practice?; and Use of Liquid Alum and Alum
Residual to Reduce Phosphorus Loading
from Former Agricultural Farmlands – V.
Hoge, W. Godwin, E. Marzolf, R. Naleway,

and M. Coveney.
“Congratulations to Dr. Marzolf,” says

Ann B. Shortelle, PhD. Executive Director
of the District.  “To be recognized by one's
scientific peers for his work on Florida's wa-
ter resources is high praise indeed and richly
deserved.  We are so fortunate to have his ex-
pertise and leadership here at the District.”

Dr. Marzolf joined the Suwannee River
Water Management District in October 2012
as the Director of the Water Resources Divi-
sion, where he oversees hydrologic, water
quality and ecological data collection and
management and Geographic Information
Systems programs.  Prior to joining the
Suwannee District he was a limnologist at
the St. Johns River Water Management Dis-
trict for 18 years, working on lake, river, wet-
land and spring restoration projects.  He
earned a master’s degree and PhD. in Ecolo-
gy from the University of California Davis
where he studied subalpine lake ecology.  He
was a post-doctoral scientist at the Oak
Ridge National Laboratory where he studied
stream metabolism and nutrient dynamics.
As a youth Dr. Marzolf was introduced to
aquatic ecology by his father, Richard Mar-
zolf, a limnologist at Kansas State Universi-
ty and the US Geological Survey. This year
the legacy moved forward one more genera-
tion as Dr. Marzolf’s son Nicholas, a gradu-
ate student at University of Georgia present-
ed an award winning poster on his research.

For more information about the District
visit www.mysuwaneeriver.com Additional
information about the Florida Lake Manage-
ment Society is available at http://flms.net

Continued From Page 4A

Erich Marzolf receives Edward
Deevey Jr. award from Florida
Lake Management Society

Getting the jump on college 

Rising 8th grade student Nicholas Soldatos 

Already knocking out college courses. SM S
rising eighth grade student Nicholas
Soldatos at the com puter. 

also taking advantage and getting ahead on
their college education.

Gus said it would benefit the student to
take as many college courses while in grade
school and not have to pay the ever-increas-
ing college tuition expenses. He said another
benefit would be to prepare students for the
independence and sole responsibility they’ll
encounter while in college.

Debbie said there seems to be some cours-

es that are more conducive to taking online
opposed to being in a classroom. She said for
instance, it might be more beneficial for a
student to take language and science courses
in the classroom and get the interaction and
frequent one-on-one instruction. She said for
Nicholas, the psychology courses were per-
fect for him to take online.

“Plus, he can psychoanalyze his parents,”
Debbie said, jokingly.

Independence
Day Pageant 

see 
page 7A

 Public Notice
      On June 23, 2014, an 

 application was tendered for filing 

 with the Federal Communications 

 Commission in Washington, D.C. 

 for consent to assign the license 

 for radio station WJZS from the 

 Estate of Leon F. Pettersen to 

 Newman Broadcasting, Inc. 

 WJZS is authorized to broadcast 

 on 106.1 Hz with 2,600 watts of 

 effective radiated power. The 

 community of license is Live Oak, 

 Florida. 

      The Estate of Leon F. Pettersen 

 is a decedent’s estate. Louise M. 

 Browne is the Personal 

 Representative, holding 100% 

 voting control.   

      The sole officer, director and/

 or holder of 10% or more voting 

 control of Newman Broadcasting, 

 Inc. is Cesta D. Newman. 

      A copy of the application and 

 related materials are available for 

 public inspection during regular 

 business hours at 229 SW Main 

 Blvd. Lake City, FL 32025  87
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Viewpoints/Opinions

Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat editorial board
are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and Jeff Waters, editor.

The Democrat Says is formed by that board.

BIBLE VERSE
“The Lord will be king over the
whole earth. On that day there 
will be one Lord, and his 
name the only name.”

Zechariah 14:9 NIV

Editorial objectives for 2014

Letters must contain your full name, address, daytime phone number and city of residence. Letters must reflect issues of current interest
to the general public and be concise. Management has the right to refuse any material that it believes does not meet standards of publi-
cation. Send submissions to: nf.editorial@gaflnews.com or Suwannee Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A couple of years ago,
President Barack Obama,
speaking on the economy,
told an audience in Os-
awatomie, Kansas: "'The
market will take care of
everything,' they tell us. ...
But here's the problem: It
doesn't work. It has never
worked. ... I mean, under-
stand, it's not as if we haven't
tried this theory." To believe
what the president and many others say about the
market's not working requires that one be grossly un-
informed or dishonest.

The key features of a free market system are pri-
vate property rights and private ownership of the
means of production. In addition, there's a large mea-
sure of peaceable voluntary exchange. By contrast,
communist systems feature severely limited private
property rights and government ownership or control
of the means of production. There has never been a
purely free market economic system, just as there has
never been a purely communist system. However, we
can rank economies and see whether ones that are
closer to the free market end of the economic spec-
trum are better or worse than ones that are closer to
the communist end. Let's try it.

First, list countries according to whether they are
closer to the free market or the communist end of the
economic spectrum. Then rank countries according
to per capita gross domestic product. Finally, rank
countries according to Freedom House's "Freedom in
the World" report. People who live in countries clos-
er to the free market end of the economic spectrum
not only have far greater income than people who
live in countries toward the communist end but also
enjoy far greater human rights protections.

According to the 2012 "Economic Freedom of the
World" report -- by James Gwartney, Robert Lawson
and Joshua Hall -- nations ranking in the top quartile
with regard to economic freedom had an average per
capita GDP of $37,691 in 2010, compared with
$5,188 for those in the bottom quartile. In the freest
nations, the average income of the poorest 10 percent
of their populations was $11,382. In the least free na-
tions, it was $1,209. Remarkably, the average income
of the poorest 10 percent in the economically freer
nations is more than twice the average income of
those in the least free nations.

Free market benefits
aren't only measured in dol-
lars and cents. Life ex-
pectancy is 79.5 years in the
freest nations and 61.6
years in the least free. Polit-
ical and civil liberties are
considerably greater in the
economically free nations
than in un-free nations.

Leftists might argue that
the free market doesn't help

the poor. That argument can't even pass the smell
test. Imagine that you are an unborn spirit and God
condemned you to a life of poverty but gave you a
choice of the country in which to be poor. Which
country would you choose? To help with your choice,
here are facts provided by Robert Rector and Rachel
Sheffield in their report "Understanding Poverty in
the United States: Surprising Facts About America's
Poor" (9/13/2011, http://tinyurl.com/448flj8). Eighty
percent of American poor households have air condi-
tioning. Nearly three-fourths have a car or truck, and
31 percent have two or more. Almost two-thirds have
cable or satellite TV. Half have one or more comput-
ers. Forty-two percent own their homes. The average
poor American has more living space than the typical
non-poor person in Sweden, France and the U.K.
Ninety-six percent of poor parents stated that their
children were never hungry because they could not
afford food. The bottom line is that there is little or
no material poverty in the U.S.

At the time of our nation's birth, we were poor, but
we established an institutional structure of free mar-
kets and limited government and became rich. Those
riches were achieved long before today's unwieldy
government. Our having a free market and limited
government more than anything else explains our
wealth. Most of our major problems are a result of
government. We Americans should recognize that
unfettered government and crony capitalism, not un-
fettered markets, are the cause of our current eco-
nomic problems and why the U.S. has sunk to the
rank of 17th in the 2013 "Economic Freedom of the
World" report.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at

George Mason University. To find out more about
Walter E. Williams and read features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

Economic freedom

GUEST COLUMN

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer

Ever since I wrote a column about
primitive survival skills, I have been
flooded with offers to buy survival
equipment — videos, survival foods,
etc. I’m still waiting for one where
Martha Stewart shows me how to kill a
wild boar with a pine cone and bamboo.

But most of the promotions and offers I have received are
less about learning primitive skills just so that I might ap-
preciate the challenges of my ancestors or learn a few things
that could actually save my life in a worst-case scenario.
They are more about the breakdown of society and defend-
ing myself against zombies.

So for those folks who keep sending that stuff, let me
clarify: I am not looking for a piece of property in Montana
where I can build a fort. I do not plan to secede my little
farm from the union. And while I have disagreements with
my government at times, I do not embrace notions of “the
South will rise again” in that context. 

Even with a few warts on its nose, I still think we live in
the greatest nation on earth. And while our descriptions of
our government may break down into semantics, I offer you
what someone said a long time ago: “We have the worst
form of government ... besides all the rest.”

So today I got an offer from a company that is trying to
sell me a “survival bracelet.”

Now my first thought is, if I’m in a survival situation, the
last thing I want is jewelry. What I mean is, if I’m lost in the
jungle and I’m offered a choice between a diamond ring and
a case of Vienna sausage, I’m choosing high cholesterol. It
may be that I can hear my left ventricle closing as I eat it,
but staring at the brilliance of a ring studded with diamonds
won’t be of any help.

But this bracelet is not about jewelry. It’s a braided thing
made of parachute cord. You can unravel it and use the
strands for cordage required in a variety of survival scenar-
ios. And it’s being marketed as a “patriotic survival
bracelet” because it’s red, white and blue.

That’s just a little marketing gimmick. If you are in a sur-
vival situation, these colors are irrelevant. It could be hot
pink, and it’s effectiveness won’t be affected. I’ve always
been amused at how some people try to market patriotism.
You can paint rocks red, white and blue and sell them as
“patriotic cornerstones.”  Hey! I might have something
here! Remember, I thought of it first.

Another offers me a “survival knife.” Well, any knife can
be a survival knife. The one this fellow is trying to sell me
is similar to “Jon Rambo’s” in “First Blood.” You can un-
screw the handle and there are matches inside. It has a built-
in compass. And you can cut your finger with it if you want
to become blood brothers with someone.

All of this stuff you can buy at the hardware store. The
knife he is offering is not red white and blue. I think it’s
camouflaged in case you want to sneak up on a wiener
roast.

Through the years, my fascination with learning primi-
tive survival skills has caused me to develop a skills set that
I hope I will never have to employ beyond demonstration.

I can build shelter from what nature provides. I can build
a fire by rubbing sticks together (my most cherished ac-
complishment in that venue). Also I know how to build a
variety of fish and wild game traps from vines and sticks.
And  I know not to go hiking where there are grizzlies or
anything else that can eat me. Parallel to this knowledge,
I’m intelligent enough not to worry about Bigfoot attacking
me while I roast crayfish over my campfire. I’m not saying
that requires a lot of intelligence ... just enough to know that
what you hear in the cartoon is not Bullwinkle’s real voice. 

And now I’ve got to get onto that “patriotic cornerstones”
idea.
Dwain Walden is editor/publisher of The Moultrie Ob-

server, 229-985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.

Taylor Armerding 
CNHI News Service

That cliché, “Build a better
mousetrap, and the world will beat
a path to your door,” apparently
needs an update.

In our modern world, if your bet-
ter mousetrap threatens the market
share of other mousetrap makers,
the employees of those other mak-
ers plus government regulators
will be among those beating a path to your door – to
put you out of business.

They never put it quite that bluntly, of course. In-
stead we hear about “fairness" and “leveling the play-
ing field,” as we are now about Uber, the company that
offers an alternative to taxis by “connect(ing) you with
a driver at the tap of a button,” on your smartphone.
You can also pay the fare on your smartphone.

From the perspective of customers - presumably the
key interest group here - it is a far better mousetrap.
It's quicker, cheaper, cleaner. Blog sites are full of
comments about how the ride shows up more quickly;
the fare is cheaper (you can choose your vehicle from
subcompacts to SUVs or luxury sedans); and the inte-
riors are neat and clean.

Indeed, both the driver and the passenger(s) get rat-
ed after every ride, so there is actual direct motivation
to put some substance to the claim that the company
wants to “serve you better.” A prospective passenger
can see a picture of the driver and his or her customer-
service rating before getting into the car. A driver with
too many low ratings loses the job.

Not surprisingly, given the choice, customers have
flocked to Uber by the millions. From its launch in
2009, Uber now says it operates in 131 cities (66 of
them in the United States) in 38 countries. It lists
Google Ventures and Goldman Sachs among its in-
vestors. It recently earned an $18 billion market valu-
ation.

So the goal of cab companies and their government
enablers is to deny consumers that choice - or, at a
minimum, make it less attractive and more expensive.
In Paris, hundreds of cab drivers, demanding that Uber
be shut down, drove very slowly on major highways
and secondary roads. There were similar protests in
other European cities, including London.

The predictable result was gridlock. It’s hard to see
how that builds public sympathy from either their pas-
sengers or other drivers.

Virginia has outright banned the company, threaten-
ing to fine any drivers who accept Uber riders. So have
the cities of Miami and Austin, Texas. There are vari-
ous other efforts to regulate the company out of exis-
tence in some locations, some of them staggering in
their absurdity.

In Cambridge, Mass., allegedly one of the East
Coast's hot spots of the innovation economy, the taxi
lobby convinced the city’s licensing commission to
propose a minimum $50 price for Uber rides plus re-
strictions on the company’s use of technology to cal-
culate fares. In Paris, one of the demands was to man-
date a 15-minute delay between calling for a ride
through Uber and the pickup. Fortunately, a court
threw it out.

In short, the goal is to force Uber to provide worse
service at a higher price. There are shades of “Harri-
son Bergeron,” Kurt Vonnegut’s iconic short story
about government efforts to make everybody “equal,”
including requirements that athletic people drag
around heavy weights so they can't jump higher than
anyone else.

The cab drivers are not the villains in this drama. As
has been documented by a number of investigative re-
ports on the industry, most are pawns in a game rigged
by large investors, banks, middlemen and government.
Most cabbies who pick up customers don’t own the
vehicle, and they're likely getting paid a relatively low
wage. They are victims of what has accurately been
described as “urban sharecropping.”

And when it comes to the taxicab owners, yes, they
are heavily regulated. But, in exchange, they get min-
imum pricing, and there are a limited number of
medallions, meaning demand is always greater than
the supply. That yields a classic non-competitive,
closed system with high prices and spotty service.
(Some cab drivers are outstanding, but that is the blind
luck of the draw, with no customer feedback wel-
comed to get rid of the bad ones).

And, of course, the taxi industry, now exposed as
woefully obsolete, doesn’t want to improve itself and
compete with Uber. It wants government to eliminate
the competition.

Their arguments are as absurd as the regulations
they demand. They complain that Uber cars aren’t
safe. As if taxicabs are 100 percent safe?

The major mystery to me about cab drivers is that
most seem to want to remain serfs, working for next-

1. Revitalize downtown Live Oak.

2. Continue work on Perimeter Road. 

3. Continue developing catalyst site. 

4. Update our LDRs and comp. plan to better  
protect resources and plan for growth.

5. Wise use of tax dollars. 

�

GUEST COLUMN

Survival skills
have two faces

Taxi owners, government patrons
try forcing Uber to go 'off-duty'

SEE TAXI, PAGE 8A



WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 2014 � SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAK PAGE 7A

Branford News
Serving southern Suwannee County, including Branford, O’Brien and McAlpin

INDEX
Arrests  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2A
Legal Notices  . . . . . . . . .3B
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . .5A

Sports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1B
Suwannee Living  . . . . . .4A
Viewpoint  . . . . . . . . . . . .6A

HI 91 LO 73 Follow us on
FACEBOOK

Beauty takes the stage at
Independence Day Pageant 

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Independence Day Pageant was held in the
Branford High School Auditorium on June 21, in front
of a nearly packed house. Family and friends anxious-

ly awaited the beautiful contestants to take the stage.
After the welcome by BHS cheerleaders Savannah
Boone and Delani Cannon, Little Miss Olustee Sadie
Miller sang the National Anthem. This was followed
by an introduction of the pageant judges and Miss
BHS Tifphani Whitley and Jr. Miss BHS Megan

Raulerson. Whitley, Raulerson and Caylee Boone per-
formed during the show. Master of ceremonies and
BHS FFA advisor Stacy Young introduced each of the
contestants. 

The following are the categories and winners of the
pageant.

Baby Miss Firecracker - Rachael Norris. Little Miss Firecracker - Abigail Swisher.

Mr. Firecracker - William Crossman.

Little Miss Freedom - Kinsey Akins. Most Photogenic - Macyn Melgaard.

Tiny Miss Sparkler - Bristol Crossman.

Little Miss Sparkler - Presley Akins.
- Photos: Andrew McGee 

Little Miss 4th of July - Taylor Turner (center).

Teen Miss Independence - Janyse Styles.People’s Choice - Reganne Dalton.

LOCAL GIRLS TO COMPETE AGAINST WORLD ATHLETES
See Sports 1B
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 The water levels provided here refer to the height at the US Hwy. 27 
 bridge in Branford in feet above mean sea level (ft-msl) at the gauging 
 station. In the past the levels were read as gauge height not mean sea level.

 6/20/14.............................16.93

 6/21/14.............................16.73

 6/22/14.............................16.58

 6/23/14.............................16.38

 6/24/14.............................16.29

 6/25/14.............................16.2

 6/26/14.............................16.09

 6/27/14.............................16.01

 Branford
 SCAFF’S SCAFF’S
 Sponsored By:

 386-935-1527
 Supermarket

 845992

 To advertise your business here, 
 call 386-362-1734 

 for more information

 Cherry Lumbert
 Pharmacist

 305 SW US Highway 27
 Branford, Florida 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 Everything For Your Home Recovery
 From Prescriptions to Medical Supplies

 OF BRANFORD

 Mon.-Fri.
 8:30 am-6:00 pm

 Saturday 9am-1pm
 Sunday-Closed

 Now accepting
 Blue Cross Blue Shield

 Health Options

 NORTH FLORIDA 
 PHARMACY

 784394

to-nothing. The first thing
I’d do in their place would

be to quit and join Uber,
where I could compete on
my merits.

The long-term reality,

Taxi owners, government patrons
try forcing Uber to go 'off-duty'

Continued From Page 6A however, is that government
attempts to squash the very
innovation it professes to
support will not work. As
others have pointed out, no
government intervention
was going to keep the car
from replacing the horse
and buggy. No intervention
was going to protect type-
writer manufacturers from
the personal computer. Yes,
some jobs were destroyed
along the way, but many,
many more were created.

If government really
wants to create a level play-
ing field for taxi companies,
it should lift the stifling reg-
ulation and absurd limit on
medallions, letting all par-
ties compete in the market-
place. The world will beat a
path to the car doors of
those who are the best.

Taylor Armerding is an
independent columnist.
Contact him at t.armerd-
ing@verizon.net

Live Oak Freedom Festival
The first ever Freedom Festival will

take place in downtown Live Oak on Fri-
day, beginning at 6 p.m. 

Music will start at 6 with bands taking
the stage at Millennium Park and the train
depot. 

Food vendors will be set up on Warren
Street, with crafts and other types of ven-
dors lined up on US 90 from Pine to Hous-
ton Avenue.

A Freedom 5K Run is scheduled for 7
p.m. which will be preceded by a Veterans
March on Haines Street. Registration for
the Freedom Run will be from 6-6:45 p.m.
All participants will receive an event T-
shirt. The race will start and finish at the
train depot. 

Fireworks will be launched at 9:30 p.m.
from the area of Stoudemire’s parking lot. 

Branford River Reunion
If you live in Southern Suwannee Coun-

ty, the Branford River Reunion at Hatch
Park is the place to be on Friday.

The Firecracker 5K/10k race will be the
first event of the reunion and will begin at
7:30 a.m. Participants can begin register-
ing at 6:30 a.m.  

The next event is the Suwannee River

Kayak/Canoe Race, which will be held at
9 a.m. 

At 2 p.m., the Rotary Club Duck Race
will be held at Ivey Memorial Park. The
festivities will then move to Hatch Park
for the opening ceremony at 3 p.m.
Bounce houses and fun activities will be
available for children. At 3:30 p.m., chil-
dren can participate in jump rope, hula
hoop and chalk murals. 

A parade will be held at 6 p.m. The line
up for the parade will be at the BHS foot-
ball parking lot at 5 p.m.

Following the parade, participants will
build and decorate a box car for the derby
race. The Bedrock Derby will get under-
way at 7:30 p.m. Registration for the race
will begin at 7 p.m.

The festivities will end at 9:30 p.m. with
a spectacular fireworks display.

There will be many food vendors serv-
ing delicious items such as hot dogs, wa-
termelon, corn on the cob, ice cream sun-
daes, snow cones, cotton candy, popcorn
and much more. 

The Life South Community Blood Mo-
bile will be at the park throughout the
event for anyone wishing to give blood. 

Some of the finest regional talent will
perform live from the stage throughout the
afternoon. 

Hatch Park is located at 403 SE Craven
St. in Branford.

Several events planned Friday
Continued From Page 1A

impact. The semi subse-
quently overturned onto its
left side before coming to
final rest.

FHP reports the driver of
the Chevy is unknown
pending further investiga-
tion. Its occupants were
Justin Ramon Freeman, 27,
Live Oak, who sustained
minor injuries, Tarence
Caruarcia Thompkins, 33,
Live Oak, who sustained
serious injuries and was
transported to Shands Live

Oak Regional Medical
Center, and Kenneth
Jerome Cooks Jr., 21, Live
Oak, who received critical
injuries and was transport-
ed to Shands UF in
Gainesville. None of the
occupants were wearing a
seatbelt. 

The Florida Department
of Law Enforcement was
called to the crash scene to
assist FHP investigators at
the scene. DNA analysis is
being conducted by FDLE
to aid in identifying the dri-
ver, according to FHP Sgt.

Tracy Hisler-Pace. She said
there are some discrepan-
cies between statements of
the passengers as to who
was driving. Hisler-Pace
said the  DNA analysis
could take several months.
Alcohol is not a factor in
the crash. 

Both Gilreath and his
passenger William Henry
Lane, 39, Orlando, sus-
tained minor injuries and
were transported to
Shands Live Oak Region-
al Medical Center, reports
state.

Driver unknown as FDLE probes
Continued From Page 1A

cause of the economy and
need consistency and sta-
bility to survive. I will
make that happen!

I am a 1959 graduate of
Branford High School and
was valedictorian of my
class. I am a retired farmer.
I owned and operated
Holtzclaw Farms where I
“worked for peanuts”. I
currently devote myself to
being a full time school
board member. I was mar-
ried to the late Frances
Holtzclaw for 47 years. We
have five children and nine
grandchildren who have
been educated in Branford
schools. I am a member of
the O'Brien Baptist Church
where I have served as a
deacon.

I have earned the Certi-
fied Board Member Dis-

tinction through the Florida
School Boards Associa-
tion. The Certified Board
Member Program requires
course work in school law,
finance, legislative issues
and other areas. I have
served on several state or-
ganizations and commit-
tees to keep the needs of
the Suwannee County
School System in focus at
the state level. I currently
serve on the board of direc-
tors for the Florida School
Boards Association and
serves as a trustee for the
Florida School Boards In-
surance Trust. I served as
vice chairman for the Fed-
eral Relations Committee
for FSBA. I previously
served on the board of di-
rectors of the Florida High
School Athletic Associa-
tion, as the legislative liai-
son for the Suwannee

County School Board and
received the Pat Spangler
Service Award from the
FSBA Small District Coun-
cil for my service to this
community.

It is my responsibility as
a school board member to
be involved, accessible and
ensure that our students
have academic, extra-cur-
ricular and athletic oppor-
tunities that will help them
become productive, re-
sponsible citizens. I com-
mend our students, teach-
ers and parents for their
many accomplishments. I
have worked to support
them and address their
needs and concerns. I am
proud of my record of fis-
cal responsibility and ac-
countability. I sincerely ask
for your vote so that I can
continue the work that I
have begun.

Holtzclaw announces re-election
bid for school board
Continued From Page 1A

parts of Lafayette, Suwan-
nee and Taylor counties re-
ceived nearly an extra
year’s rainfall. Throughout
much of the District in-
creased rain meant in-
creased river levels and
flooding. For example, un-
til late last month Suwan-
nee River levels were high
enough to slow or block
the flow from surrounding
springs. While still above
normal, river levels have
been steadily dropping, al-
lowing a number of springs
to return to clear condi-
tions. Aquifer levels have
also increased with the in-

creased rainfall, and levels
were generally at their
highest since 2005 when
levels peaked after two
hurricanes and a wet win-
ter. Rising aquifer levels
mean improved spring
flow as the groundwater
makes its way to the now-
flowing springs.

SRWMD partners with
the United States Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS) for flow
measurements at numerous
locations. USGS reported
that on May 2, the measured
flow at the Alapaha Rise
was 790 million gallons per
day (MGD). This was the
highest measurement since
record-keeping began there

in 1975. First magnitude
Madison Blue Springs’ flow
was measured at 188 MGD,
the second highest flow
recorded there. Poe Springs
was measured at 36 MGD,
about 20 percent higher
than its long-term average.
These rates of flow are
good indications for the rest
of the springs District-wide,
where high flows are ex-
pected throughout the sum-
mer.

For additional informa-
tion on hydrologic condi-
tions contact SRWMD at
386.362.1001 or
h t tp : / /www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com/index.aspx?N
ID=35

Rainfall 25 percent higher
than average in the SRWMD
Continued From Page 1A

serve on the team which
would represent the state at
nationals. Pate selected
Hendrick to represent
Suwannee County. 

The tournament was held
at Walt Disney’s Contem-
porary Resort in Orlando.

Each state’s team consisted
of six students from across
that state. Jane Cooper, the
coach of a Division 1 brain
bowl team in Seminole
County was selected to lead
the Florida team since her
team was the winner of the
largest division.

Also representing Florida

on the team was: Ahreyash
Agrawal of Palm Beach
County; Samuel Brenner
and Alex Chen of Seminole
County; Mike Fennema of
Leon County; Alex Gager
of Okaloosa County; and
Hendrick.

At the competition, the
students were asked ques-

Matthew Hendrick helps win national academic title
Continued From Page 1A tions that covered mathe-

matics, science, language
arts, social studies, fine arts,
world languages (French
and Spanish) and technolo-
gy subjects. 

“It was pretty challenging
and it was much different
than the state competition,
but we had been preparing
for it,” Hendrick said. 

Prior to the competition,
the teams went through sev-
eral practice rounds to help
the students adapt to the
method of how the tourna-
ment works. 

There were three rounds
in the finals. Hendrick said
his team came back from
behind to win the title.

“In the first round, we
were last out of 16 teams,”
he said. “By the second
round, we came back and
made our way up to second
place. In the third round, we
beat Pennsylvania for the ti-
tle.”

Cooper added, “At one

time we were trailing Penn-
sylvania by more than 70
points! It was a heart-stop-
ping, come-from-behind
masterpiece of teamwork.
I’m so proud of them for
keeping their wits about
them when things looked
bleak.”

Hendrick said the theme
for this year’s national com-
petition was comic strips.
At the end of each round, a
team was handed a sheet
that had approximately 10-
15 questions. Hendrick not-
ed that his team got every
question right in the finals.

“The coach said she had
never seen that happen be-
fore,” Hendrick said. 

For winning the title,
Hendrick and his team-
mates were given a champi-
onship ring, a medal, and a
$2,000 scholarship to the
college of their choice. The
team was presented with a
trophy.

Hendrick has participated

on brain bowl teams since
he was in the seventh grade.
While he was an eighth
grade student at Suwannee
Middle School, his team
won the state championship
and went on to compete on
the national level, however,
they fell short of a victory.

Hendrick is the son of
John and Pam Hendrick,
and has one brother, Daniel.

After high school, Hen-
drick said he is considering
majoring in math or com-
puter science. 

Florida Commissioner of
Education Pam Stewart
stated, “This is an out-
standing accomplishment
for these bright students. I
know their success would
not have been possible
without their determination
back by a high-quality edu-
cation, the hard work of
Mrs. Cooper and the dis-
trict coaches, and the sup-
port of their teachers and
parents.”

Celebrating America



travel has slowly increased since 2011, even as income
growth has stagnated. Automobile remains the preferred
mode of transportation due to flexibility and increased air-
fares.

Travel expenses mixed
According to AAA’s Leisure Travel Index, hotel rates

for AAA Three Diamond lodgings are expected to increase
nine percent from one year ago with travelers spending an
average of $178 per night compared to $164 last year. The
average hotel rate for AAA Two Diamond hotels has risen
15 percent with an average cost of $137 per night.
Weekend daily car rental rates will average $58, the

same as last year. Airfares have declined five percent with
the average round-trip, discounted fare for the top 40 U.S.
routes costing $215, down from $228 last year.  
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 9980 Hwy 90 (at CR49)
 Live Oak, FL 32060

 Wings

 59 ¢

 Open 6am -7pm
 7 Days A Week

 Come join in on 
 the fun!!!

 B.Y.F.L. Football
 sign-ups

 1st sign
-up 

 4th of J
uly!

 Teams:
 11-12 years old
 9-10 years old
 7-8 years old

 at Hatch  Park!

 Cheerleaders
 SIGN-UPS EACH SATURDAY 9:30-1:30 

 UNTIL JULY 26TH @

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 OFF CR128 IN BRANFORD

 Games are on
  Saturdays Practice 

 Mon. Tue. Thur.
  6:00-8:00 1st Practice

  Mon. July 28th
  @ Hatch Park
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 NOW OPEN NOW OPEN NOW OPEN A & D A & D A & D Liquors Liquors Liquors
 Monday - Thursday

 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM
 Friday & Saturday

 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 P.M.
 Closed Sunday

 Buy  $ 100 00  or  Buy  $ 100 00  or  Buy  $ 100 00  or  more get more get more get 10% Discount 10% Discount 10% Discount

 Crown Royal Crown Royal Crown Royal $ 18 99 $ 18 99 $ 18 99  Jack Daniels Jack Daniels Jack Daniels $ 18 99 $ 18 99 $ 18 99

 Lord Calvert Lord Calvert Lord Calvert $ 15 99 $ 15 99 $ 15 99
 LTD LTD LTD $ 14 99 $ 14 99 $ 14 99

 Seagrams Gin Seagrams Gin Seagrams Gin $ 10 99 $ 10 99 $ 10 99  Seagrams Gin Seagrams Gin Seagrams Gin $ 17 99 $ 17 99 $ 17 99

 Amsterdam Amsterdam Amsterdam $ 12 99 $ 12 99 $ 12 99

 Exclusiv Exclusiv Exclusiv $ 18 99 $ 18 99 $ 18 99

 750mL 750mL 750mL  750mL 750mL 750mL

 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L  1.75L 1.75L 1.75L

 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L

 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L 750L 750L 750L

 750mL 750mL 750mL 422 E Howard St.
 Live Oak  386-330-2790
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 G rand Opening G rand Opening G rand Opening J u ly 4 th  - J u ly 15 th J u ly 4 th  - J u ly 15 th J u ly 4 th  - J u ly 15 th
 G rand Opening G rand Opening G rand Opening J uly 4 th - J u ly 15 th J u ly 4 th - J u ly 15 th J u ly 4 th  - J u ly 15 th

More than 41 million Americans expected
to take an Independence Day getaway 

Optimistic Americans are dusting off credit cards, helping
to boost overall holiday travel volume 1.9 percent over
last year

AAA Travel projects 41 million Americans will journey
50 miles or more from home during the Independence Day
holiday weekend, a 1.9 percent increase from the 40.3 mil-
lion people who traveled last year and a nearly 14 percent
increase compared to the Memorial Day holiday weekend.
The majority of travelers will be celebrating their freedom
with a road trip, with more than eight in 10 (34.8 million)
choosing to travel by automobile, the highest level since
2007. The Independence Day holiday travel period is de-
fined as Wednesday, July 2, to Sunday, July 6.
“With school out for summer, the Fourth of July holiday

is typically the busiest summer travel holiday," said Mark
Jenkins, spokesman, AAA - The Auto Club Group.
“About five million more Americans travel for this holi-
day compared to Memorial or Labor Day weekends. Tra-
ditionally, the majority of those celebrating our nation's in-
dependence take a road trip."

Highlights from 2014 Independence Day travel 
forecast include:
• Travel volume for Independence Day has grown four

out of the past five years and is expected to be more than
six percent higher than the average of the past 10 years.
• Willingness to take on credit card debt, not an increase

in income, is responsible for the increase in consumer
spending that is spurring the rise in overall travel.
• Nearly five million more Americans are expected to

travel for Independence Day than for Memorial Day.
• Holiday air travel is expected to increase 1 percent to

3.1 million travelers from 3.07 million last year.
• Travelers will encounter airfares five percent lower

than last year and car rental costs that remain consistent
with last year at $58.
• Hotel rates at AAA Two Diamond hotels are 15 percent

higher than last year and Three Diamond hotels are nine
percent more.

Economic improvement spurs travel growth
"Steady improvement in the economy along with in-

creased consumer spending and confidence are the main
factors driving more Americans to take a trip,” Jenkins
said. "Consumer spending is expected to rise 4.2 percent,
because of increasing credit not rising incomes. Con-
sumers have been hesitant to add to their credit card bal-
ances the past several years, but continued improvements
in the employment picture and rising home values means
they are starting to feel more comfortable taking on debt."

Automobile is preferred mode of transportation
About 85 percent of holiday travelers prefer to drive to

their destination. Nationally, AAA forecasts there to be
34.8 million automobile travelers - a 2.2 percent increase

from last year and the highest volume in seven years (35.1
million in 2008). 
"Consumers are still mindful of their personal finances,"

continued Jenkins. "Auto travel is the best option for con-
trolling expenses. It allows travelers the most flexibility in
trip length and the option of making last minute changes."

Impact of gasoline prices on travel plans
AAA expects the majority of U.S. drivers likely will pay

the highest gas prices for Independence Day since 2008.
Today’s national average price of gas is 20 cents per gal-
lon more expensive than the average on July 4, 2013,
which was $3.48 per gallon. In recent years gas prices
have declined in the weeks leading up to Independence
Day, but this has not occurred this summer due to high
crude oil costs resulting from violence in Iraq.
"Current gas prices are still cheaper than this year's peak

price and unlikely to deter people from traveling," Jenkins
continued. "Many travel plans have already been made,
and budgets set aside. In some cases, consumers will real-
locate their budgets and cut back on dining, shopping or
other trip activities."
AAA provides the latest gas prices for the nation, states

and metro areas at FuelGaugeReport.AAA.com. 

Air travel increases 1 percent
Nearly 7.6 percent of travelers will fly to their destina-

tion. That is roughly even with last year's share, but sig-
nificantly higher than the 4.8 percent of travelers who flew
in 2009 following the economic downturn. Holiday air

Suwannee County Branch
NAACP - Unit #5137

President: Lesley White
Mailing address: P.O.

Box 6105, Live Oak, FL
32064
Telephone: 386-647-

7360
Email: al101st@com-

cast.net

Meets first Monday in
each month at 6 p.m. Ex.
Bd., 7 p.m. 
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