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Staff
A motion by one county

commissioner that would
have given the county ad-
ministrator a $30,000 a
year raise on top of his
current $90,000 salary
ended with the item being
tabled until the next bud-
get year. 
The item was not on the

scheduled agenda for

Tuesday night’s Suwan-
nee County Commission
meeting. It was brought to
the board for a possible
vote under additional
items by commissioner
Phil Oxendine.
The measure would

have also extended Coun-
ty Administrator Randy
Harris’ contract to five
years. 
“It’s time we addressed

this,” said Oxendine. 
He said that because of

all that Harris has done for

$30K a
year
raise
denied
Move to give county administrator
lofty pay increase and extend
contract falls short … for now
Item came up as
a non-agenda
item at Tuesday’s
commission
meeting

The Live Oak Fire Department recently did a pre-fire and emergency plan at Pilgrim’s Pride Feed Mill on West Howard
Street. The firefighters were informed on hazards the feed mill employees encounter while in operation of daily rou-
tines. Firefighter Edwin “Chip” Leathlean is pictured on top of Pilgrim's Pride Feed Mill learning about confined spaces
and to gain a better understanding the layout of the plant. - Photo: Live Oak Fire Department 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW

City and firefighters
union in dispute

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@

gaflnews.com

The labor attorney
for the city of Live Oak
recently told city coun-
cilors that the city is
operating within the

confines of a current
contract with the local
firefighters union on
how they receive sick
pay.
“It’s my understand-

ing having met with
(City Administrator
Joe Miranti) and mem-
bers of the union that
we are at a disagree-

Labor attorney:
City is following
contract

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Westwood Baptist
Church of Live Oak will be
celebrating Pastor Dr. Jim-
my Deas on Sunday for his
20 years behind the pulpit. 
“We have been blessed

by his teaching and preach-
ing of God’s Word, his en-
couragement to grow spiri-
tually, and to live daily as
Christ’s followers,” a press
release from the church
stated. “He prays, com-
forts, and cares for us in
sickness and in sorrow. He
and his wife, Sherry, enjoy
time spent with their
daughters’, families and
their grandchildren.”
Deas is senior pastor at

Westwood and grew up in
Hamilton and Madison

20 years behind the pulpit
Local church to celebrate pastor’s milestone

Dr. Jimmy Deas

SEE $30K, PAGE 3A

SEE CITY, PAGE 2A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Suwannee County Commis-
sioners left their meeting Tues-
day night digging for answers
on how to handle the unsuit-
able soil at the catalyst site.
County Administrator Randy
Harris was the bearer of bad
news, as he expressed to the
commissioners that there is not
enough “suitable” soil on the 155 acre site
to accommodate Klausner Lumber One,
LLC, and now their only option is to go off
site which could cost the taxpayers more
money.
In a signed contract with Klausner, which

has yet to be made public, the commission-
ers agreed that they would prepare the site

on which a state-of-the-art
sawmill would be built. To
date, the board has held up
their end of the bargain by
clearing and grubbing the mas-
sive site and recently began
preparing the soil pad, which is
site specific to Klausner’s site
plan. 
JB Coxwell Contracting is in

charge of building the soil pad,
which was first estimated to

cost $1.6 million. Now that Harris and the
contractors are aware that additional soil
will be needed the cost of the project will
significantly increase. 
Harris has submitted several options for

the commissioners to review. 

County needs more soil
for Klausner project

Funds
relating to
catalyst
site

$5 million -
estimated
project total

$2,636,970 -
actual paid
toward
project*

$275,124 -
money
received*
* as of Feb. 20

BY THE
NUMBERS

Decision
to come
today on
how to
move
forward

$5 million project could get more costly before sawmill construction begins 

SEE 20 YEARS, PAGE 8A

SEE COUNTY, PAGE 3A

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

A misunderstanding of
how Suwannee High
School’s school grade was
issued had many believing
the “C” grade status was
inaccurate. SHS Principal
Ted Roush confirmed that
the school grade was accu-
rate, however, it was calcu-
lated with a different for-

School grade
remains the same

Roush

Roush: School grade “C” is accurate

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 2A

SHS
baseball
completes
first week
sweep

SPORTS | 1B

The Old Dog Says,
“Shaking
my head.”

HIGH

81°F

WEATHER

Low

55°F

Look for 
Dawg’ on News
inside this edition
of the Suwannee
Democrat
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mula than in past years.
Roush said that ques-

tions arose from the ac-
countability reports that
were released by the Flori-
da Department of Educa-
tion on their Florida
School Grades homepage
in December.

“We noticed that the
state had applied a weight-
ing scale of 80 percent and
20 percent instead of the 50
percent and 50 percent,”
Roush said. 

Roush said there are dif-
ferent ways schools are as-
sessed. 

“Depending on the grade
levels that the school
serves. For combination
schools that serve a kinder-
garten through 12th grade
population, the weighting
for school grade calcula-
tions is 80 percent state
based assessments and 20
percent high school grad-
ing components. For
schools that are sixth grade
through 12th grade, the
state weights apply at 70
percent state based assess-
ments and 30 percent high
school grading compo-
nents. For schools that are
ninth grade through 12th
grade it is 50 percent state
based assessments and 50
percent high school grad-
ing components,” said
Roush.

When the opportunity
school was moved to the
high school campus, it was
believed that since the
number of students attend-
ing below the ninth grade
was so small, historically,
the state did not consider
SHS to be a K-12 grade

school and the grade was
based on the 50-50
weights. But in 2011-12
when the rules changed,
SHS was reclassified as a
K-12 school. 

Roush said the state de-
cided to change a school's
accountability weighting
type because the school
served 10 or more students
below their grade level
configuration of grades 9-
12. 

“Because we had stu-
dents being served in the
opportunity school that
were below grade nine, and
there were 10 or more stu-
dents being served, the
state defaulted our ac-
countability type to the 80
percent state based assess-
ments and 20 percent high
school grading compo-
nents; that of a K-12
school,” he said.

Roush said the reclassifi-
cation of the school’s con-
figuration had no impact
on the school’s grade.

“The weighting of 80
percent and 20 percent re-
spectively, did not affect
the ‘C’ grade being as-
signed,” Roush
said. “However, after hav-
ing the Department of Edu-
cation take a second look
and running an analysis us-
ing the 50 percent and 50
percent weighting, the
school grade of ‘C’ was un-
changed. As a result, the
DOE assignment of that
being a K-12 status had no
effect on the school grade
outcome.” 

Roush said the school
district communicated with
DOE and has cleared up
the opportunity school is-
sue.

School grade
remains the same
Continued From Page 1A

ment of how paid time off
is to be administered,”  At-
torney Robert Larkin III
said. “The contract reads a
particular way, and that is
the way we have been fol-
lowing it. It is the bargain-
ing unit’s understanding
that they should be accru-
ing more leave than what is
stated in the contract. Con-
sequently, we’re at a stale-
mate as to what we can
do.”

Live Oak Fire Chief
Chad Croft said that about
five to six years ago, the
city changed policies and
went to an hour-to-hour
formula in which paid time
off was distributed. Until
the city council recently
put a cap on the paid time
off at 96 hours, the fire de-
partment employees did
not realize there was a dis-
crepancy in their hours.
Prior to the cap, firefight-
ers were given 10, 24-hour
days of paid time off per
year since firemen work 24
hour days. However, the
cap caused them to lose six
paid days off per year. 

A typical fireman’s day
is 24 hours of work. Other
city employee days are
eight hours. Discussion has
been on whether to give the
firemen the whole  24
hours of sick time off or to

give them eight hours of
paid time. This, however,
would bring a fireman 16
hours short of their typical
paid day off, while a city
employee would receive
full compensation for their
time off.

Council President Adam
Prins asked Larkin, “And
your opinion is, as our la-
bor attorney, that we are
currently operating within
the confines of the con-
tract?”

“Yes,” Larkin said.
Councilman Bennie

Thomas asked Larkin what
part of the contract is not
being followed.

“I don’t know that any
part of the contract is not
being followed,” he said.
“It’s my understanding that
the fire union believes the
terms that they are operat-
ing under are being misun-
derstood or misconstrued.
Evidently there was a mis-
understanding between
what they agreed to and
what was contained in the
written document that was
signed.”

Larkin said the current
contract can be renegotiated
when it expires on Oct. 31.

“So unless the parties
come to an agreement and
wanted to do that, the
council is under no obliga-
tion to do so,” said Larkin.

Negotiations continue. 

City and firefighters
union in dispute
Continued From Page 1A

Editor’s note: The
Suwannee Democrat prints
the entire arrest record each
week. If your name appears
here and you are later found
not guilty or the charges are
dropped, we will be happy
to make note of this in the
newspaper when judicial
proof is presented to us by
you or the authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:

SCSO-Suwannee County
Sheriff’s Office

LOPD-Live Oak Police
Department

FDLE-Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement

FHP-Florida Highway
Patrol

FWC-Florida Wildlife
Commission

DOT-Department of
Transportation

OALE-Office of Agricul-
tural Law Enforcement

P & P-Probation and Pa-
role

USMS-US Marshals Ser-
vice

ATF-Department of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms

DOC-Department of Cor-
rections 

Feb 15, John Robert
Horville, 20, 156 W Spring-
town Rd, Long Valley, NJ,
Poss Cntl Subt (LSD), Poss
Cntl Subt (KETM), Poss -
20 Canna, Poss Drug Para;
1st App PD App WFW: 

Feb 15, Nicole Sallas, 28,
10159 208 Cir, O'Brien, FL,
DWLS: LOPD- Hernandez

Feb 15, Kristen Diane
Ahrens, 20, 1926 Biscoway
Lane, Charlotte, NC, Poss -
20 Grms Cannabis, Poss
Drug Para: SCSODTF-
Ramirez

Feb 15, Julia Cooper, 25,
4106 Dog Legg Dr, Cohut-
ta, GA, Fraud Ticket; 1st
App PD App WFW: 

Feb 15, Gilberto Nava,
20, 1940 Atlanta Rd, Smyr-
na, GA, Fraud Ticket; 1st
App PD App WFW: SCSO-
Stevenson

Feb 15, Eduardo Nava,
23, 428 Williams Rd, Dal-
ton, GA, Fraudulent Ticket;
1st App PD App WFW:
SCSO- D. Stevenson

Feb 15, Matthew Kass,
20, 72 Proograb 6 Chestnut,
Petersburg, TN, Tresspass
After Warning, Fraudulent
Ticket; 1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- D. Steven-
son

Feb 15, Zack Price, 19,
2004 Beech Dr S, Fayet-
teville, TN, Tresspass After
Warning, Fraudlent Ticket;
1st App PD App WFW:
SCSO- D. Stevenson

Feb 15, Tiffany Renee
Radford, 30, 2332 NW As-
tor Way, Lake City, FL,
VOP O/C Poss of Hydroco-
do, VOP O/C Poss of Hy-
drocodo; 1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- Sgt. T. Ford

Feb 15, Mark John Oblin,
46, 75 Covington Circle,
Crawfordville, FL, FTC-

Failutre to Stop for Inspec-
tion, Cash Bond Only; 1st
App PD App WFW: SCSO-
A. Loston

Feb 15, Payton Bradley
Allen, 26, 2528 Buckboard
Ct, Mobile, ALA, VOP-
Poss Contr Subst W/I Sell;
1st App PD App WFW:
SCSO- T. Smith

Feb 15, Christopher Wen-
dle Mann, 28,779 Hard-
wood  St, Orange Park, FL,
Charlton Cty Ga Wrt;
Felony Theft by Taking; 1st
App PD App WFW: SCSO-
T. Ford

Feb 15, Danielle Roth-
stein, 21, 1250 South Al-
hambra Cir, Coral Gables,
FL, Poss  Psilosybin, Poss -
20 Cannabis, Poss Cntl Sub
(LSD), Poss Cntl Sub
(KLONOPIN), Poss Cntl
Sub (ALPRAZ), Poss Cntl
Sub (LORAZO), Poss Cntl
Sub (MDMA), Poss Co-
caine; SCSO- B. Kastor

Feb 15, Jeremy Suarez,
23, 1063 Arlanie Rd,
Masarayktown, FL, Poss -
20 Cannabis, Escape, Intro
Cntrb I/Corr Fac, Disorder-
ly Conduc;1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- Stevenson

Feb 15, Brain Jefferson,
30, 4028 Midlane Rd, Sara-
sota, FL, Poss Cntl Sub
(HASH), Poss Cntl Sub
(PSILOC), Poss Cntl Sub
(MDMA), Poss Drug Para,
Poss Cocaine; 1st App PD
App WFW: SCSO- L.
Rogers

Feb 16, Cory St. John, 26,
12068 Grasse St, Jax, FL,
Poss LSD; 1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- B. Barrs

Feb 16, Brian Hooper, 35,
4435 75 Dr, Live Oak, FL,
Agg Battery (Dom Viol):
SCSO- Tompkins

Feb 16, Ernesto A. Es-
pinoza, 23, 3709 San Pablo
Rd Ap 2305, Jacksonville,
FL, Poss -20 Grams
Cannabis, Poss MDMA; 1st
App PD App WFW: SCSO-
W. Kelly

Feb 16, Claudies Ivey, 63,
8206 105th Road, Live Oak,
FL, DWLSR (Felony), At-
tached Tag Assigned; 1st
App PD App WFW: SCSO-
H. Harris

Feb 16, Jeffrey Clark, 18,
9174 122 St, Live Oak, FL,
Burglary, Petit Theft, Poss
Alchol Per -21; 1st App PD
App WFW: SCSO- Zim-
merman

Feb 16, Steven Michael
Taylor, 29, 2636 Mycast,
Jacksonville, FL, Poss of
MDMA, Poss Drug Para,
Poss of Nitrous Oxide; 1st
App PD App WFW: SCSO-
B. Kastor

Feb 16, Zachary Seth
Ketcham, 21, 3381 Buck-
horn Dr, Lexington, KY,
Poss +20 Grms Cannabis,
Poss Psilosybin, Poss Drug
Para; 1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- B. Kastor

Feb 16, Jacob Fitzgerald,
22, 8402 Coco Ave, Jax, FL,
Poss MDMA, Poss Nitrus

Oxide, Poss -20 Cannabis;
1st App PD App WFW:
SCSO- W. Kelly

Feb 16, Anthony
Castagnino, 24, 412 13 N,
Jax, FL, Poss Cocaine, Poss
Nitrus Oxide, Dubal Cty
VOP-Poss Contr Substance,
Nassau Cty VOP-DWLSR
Hab: SCSO- W. Kelly

Feb 16, Gerald Edward
Nestico, 22, 67 Erie Dr,
Naples, FL, Poss -20 Can-
na, Poss MDMA, Poss
Drug Para; 1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- Ramirez

Feb 16, Nicholas Eisberg,
23, 4335 NW 28 St,
Gainesville, FL, Poss
Xanax, Poss MDMA, Poss
Cocaine; 1st App PD App
WFW: SCSO- Smith

Feb 16, Benjamin Smith,
27,  40 Monroe Ave, De-
bary, FL, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Ampheta-
mine: SCSODTF- Sam-
mons

Feb 17, Peter Crowfoot,
29, 2520 W 48 Ct, Light-
house Pt, FL, Tresp After
Warning, Resist W/O Viol:
SCSO- Stevenson

Feb 17, Kenneth Pies-
nikowski, 26, 5718 20th
Ave S, Gulf Port, FL, Pinel-
las Cty Wrt-FTC O/C Speed
Rest Area: SCSO- H.  Har-
ris

Feb 17, Kenneth Romain,
53, 1402 S Federal Hwy
Apt 106, Boca Raton, FL,
DUI; 1st App PD App
WFW: FHP- A. Hughes III

Feb 17, Margaret Simp-
son, 23, 207 S. Lee St,
Amaricus, GA, Poss
MDMA, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss Drug Para;
1st App PD App WFW:
SCSO- H. Smith

Feb 17, Elizabeth
O'Brien, 24, 140 Dawson
Dr, Powder Springs, GA,
Poss MDMA, Poss -20
Cannabis, Poss  Drug Para;
1st App PD App WFW:
SCSO- Smith

Feb 17, Kelly Bennett,
25, 9655 Lakeshore Dr, Val-
dosta, GA, Poss MDMA:
SCSO- B. Barrs

Feb 17, William Chaskes,
24, 472 W. Jefferson St, Tal-
lahassee, FL, Fraudulent
Ticket: SCSO- Ferguson

Feb 17, Brian Paul, 20,
6850 SW 44 St, Miami, FL,
Poss Psilocybin; 1st App
PD App Per WFW: SCSO-
Ramirez

Feb 18, Robert Preston
Pope, 53, 25525 Bloomfield
Avenue, Howey In The
Hills, FL, Order Revoking
Bond (DUI): SCSO- B.
Williams

Feb 18, Matthew Travis
Lindsey, 26, 3726 Cleve-
land Hts Apt 19, Lakeland,
FL,  Reckless Driving:
FHP- A. Hughes

Feb 18, Jeffrey James
Stacy, 23, 148 SE Dees
Road, Branford, FL, VOP
O/C Burg of Dwelling,

SEE ARRESTS, PAGE 8A
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 1307 W. Howard St. (US Hwy. 90) Live Oak, FL 32064

 & More! Oil Change
 All for only

 $ 21 95

 WOW!

 Fully certified mechanics, Up 
 to 5 qts. Free 16 pt. inspection
 10W30 Bulk Oil, No specialty 
 oil plus taxes & disposal fee

 79
18

89

 GET Oil &  Filter Change
 PLUS Brake Inspection

 PLUS Tire Pressure Check

 786573

 1629 N. Ohio Ave. (Hwy. 129) Live Oak, FL 32064 • 386-362-5020
 JOHN’S LAWN EQUIPMENT

 $ 149 95

 $ 159 95

 $ 179 95
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 Update Your W-4
 This is the form that your employer uses to figure out how much tax to 
 withhold from your paycheck. When you initially take a job, you’ll be 
 asked to fill out this form, but after that it’s up to you to make changes to 
 adjust your withholding. If too much is being withheld from your 
 paycheck because you haven’t updated your W-4 form, you’ll get a 
 refund – and maybe a very large one – but that means you’re essentially 
 giving the government a no-interest loan. If too little is being withheld, 
 you very well may have to pay more taxes. An updated W-4 form means 
 you’re paying the right amount of taxes throughout the year. 
 Investigate The Earned Income Credit
 This is designed to help low-income families, and many low-wage earners 
 are eligible for this credit. The best part about it is it’s a credit, not a 
 deduction. The IRS has a worksheet that helps you figure out if you’re 
 eligible.)
 Don’t Forget About Tips And Unemployment Benefits
 During the recession, many people became waiters and waitresses to 
 help make ends meet. If that was you, you have to pay taxes on those 
 tips. The IRS says you must report tips over $20 a month to your 
 employer and include tips on your tax return. You can use IRS Publication 
 1244, Employee’s Daily Record of Tips and Report to Employer, to record 
 your tip income.
 You also must include all unemployment compensation you received in 
 2012 on your return. Use the number in Box 1 on Form 1099-G, which 
 you should receive. You also can choose to have federal income tax 
 withheld from your unemployment compensation. To make this choice, 
 complete Form W-4V, Voluntary Withholding Request. Tax will be 
 withheld at 10 percent of what you receive. 
 Look Into The Child Tax Credit
 If you didn’t make much money in 2012 and you have children, you could 
 be eligible for thousands of dollars in tax credits from the government 
 from the child tax credit. The more children you have and the less money 
 you made, the more child tax credit money you can receive.
 Don’t Forget About Other Dependent-Related Deductions
 A lot has been written about the waves of 20-somethings who are moving 
 back home, either right after college or because their salaries aren’t 
 enough to allow them to live independently. Now their parents can count 
 them as dependents if the adult child earned less than $3,700 in 2012 
 and if the parents covered at least 50 percent of their needs.
 And what about senior dependents? Taxpayers can also claim their 
 parents as dependents if their parents’ income was less than $8,000 in 
 2012. If more than one sibling is helping their elderly parents, anyone 
 who contributes more than 10 percent of their parents’ expenses can 
 receive a deduction.
 Medical Expenses
 You may know that you can’t deduct medical expenses unless they 
 exceed 7 percent of your adjusted gross income. However, you might be 
 able to qualify for this deduction if you lost your job in 2012 and you paid 
 for COBRA medical insurance. 
 If your income has taken a hit recently, keep these tips in mind when tax 
 season rolls around. They could end up saving you thousands of dollars 
 on your tax bill.
 Forms and publications on these topics are available at www.irs.gov or by calling  800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676).

Option 1 - Mine from
SRWMD property
Harris said the Suwan-

nee River Water Manage-
ment District has property
about two miles from the
catalyst site, and with a list
of stipulations, they have
agreed to let the county
mine soil from the proper-
ty. The county would be re-
sponsible for restoring the
property using clay that is
removed from the catalyst
site. Although Harris said
this option would save the
county quite a bit, trans-
porting the soil would be
the greatest expense.

Option 2 - Separate piece
of property to buy or
mine from
On Thursday, Feb. 14,

Harris looked at a separate,
30 acre piece of property
about two miles from the
catalyst site. The county
has several options with
this property. The county
can choose to buy the prop-
erty outright or they can
just purchase the dirt.
However, both options

would require the county
clearing and grubbing the
property. 

Option 3 - Purchase 3, 5-
acre parcels adjacent to
catalyst site
Another option that was

introduced to Harris is the
possibility of purchasing
three, five-acre parcels of
property that are adjacent
to the catalyst site. The po-
tential property is located
on the east side of the cata-
lyst site and is immediately
adjacent of where the con-
tractor has been currently
obtaining suitable soils.
Harris said purchasing this
would benefit the county
because it wouldn’t require
off site transportation.
Coxwell sent a machine
over to the parcels of land
to dig holes, and it’s their
belief that there may be
about 100,000 cubic yards
of suitable soil on the prop-
erty.
Either way the county

decides to move forward
will be a costly step to take. 
“There are consequences

to continuing to explore on
the land that we have look-

ing for more dirt,” Harris
said. “But there are also
benefits, that to date, far
exceed just to stop looking
on our property. That’s
where all of the material
has come from so far. Now,
we know we’re to the point
that we have to go off site.”
When Harris was asked

about how much more soil
was needed, he said a defi-
nite answer could not be
given. 
“The engineers believe

we need an additional
170,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial, some have said only
100,000 yards,” Harris
said. 
If the county was to pur-

chase the property adjacent
to the catalyst site, there’s
no guarantee on how much
suitable soil would be col-
lected. 
“Holes have been dug on

the property and it does
have dirt, but I can’t begin
to tell you how much,”
Harris said. 
Should the commission-

ers elect to purchase the
additional property, Harris
said there is not enough
soil on the premises to fin-

County needs more soil for Klausner project
Continued From Page 1A ish the job. 

“There’s not enough soil
to complete the project, but
it would save you an enor-
mous amount of money in
transportation expenses,”
he said. “But either which
way we go, we’re still go-
ing to have transportation
costs. I would venture that
we’re going to need 25 to
30 trucks.”
Harris said they have

been calling hauling com-
panies. 
“We actually went out to

bid sometime after the
storm. Our best price was
$65 an hour, at that time. I
raised the issue back then
that some of these smaller
companies that offered
these numbers didn’t have
enough trucks to meet our
needs,” said Harris. “The
suggestion was made that
we negotiate with those that
did have more trucks.
That’s an option.”
A motion was then of-

fered by commissioner
Clyde Fleming to grant
Harris permission to obtain
appraisals for the proper-
ties, however, the motion
died for a lack of a second.

Discussion continued
with panel member Phil
Oxendine expressing his
concerns of spending more
taxpayer money.
“My concern is that we

just continue to keep
throwing money into that
place,” Oxendine said. “I
would like personally if we
could come up with some
kind of cap of how much
money we’re going to put
out there. I realize that
we’re into it. But we need
to come up with some kind
of idea of what this thing is
going to cost us.”
Commissioner Jason

Bashaw said the board
needs more information.
“As of right now, I don’t

think this board has enough
information to make a deci-
sion at this time,” Bashaw
said. “Having discussed it
with Mr. Harris about the
timeline, is we have got
one pad prepared where
Klausner has indicated they
would start construction
once complete. They
(Klausner) have yet to sub-
mit any plans to the county
in regard to buildings or
structures for the county’s
review. Before we spend
any more money, I think
we need more informa-
tion.”
Wainwright had different

feelings.
“Right now we’re over

five million dollars (in how
much the county has spent
on the catalyst site). If we
cap it or abandon it, then
we’ve spent five million
for just a big mess out
there,” 
As of Feb. 20, the coun-

ty has processed and paid
$2,636,970 toward the pro-
ject. Money received in is
$275,124. The figures are
as of Feb. 20 and reflect
since the project began in
2010. The $5 million
Wainwright refers to is al-
together promised monies. 

Wainwright said. “If we
abandon it now, I think we
would be doing a disser-
vice to everybody in this
community including our-
selves. That would be the
worst waste we could
achieve.”
Clerk of the Circuit

Court Barry Baker remind-
ed the board of their limit-
ed funds.
“There’s been several

comments about the re-
serves, and I just want to
remind you of some oblig-
ations with some of your
other projects that you
have right now,” he said.
“You have the perimeter
road project, a lawsuit with
the airport, upfront costs
with the water system,
grants that require upfront
monies, and a sinkhole on
Market Road. You see your
reserves. Once it’s gone,
it’s gone.”
According to Chief

Deputy Clerk of Finance
Leeta Bronson, the county
currently has $9,708,400 in
reserve funds that are unre-
stricted. Included in that $9
million figure is the capital
project reserve, a total of
$4,230,363 (the catalyst
site is considered a capital
project). Bronson said in
order for the commission-
ers to spend that money,
they would need a 5-0 vote
to do so. However, there is
a loophole. 
If the board wishes to

spend any money in re-
serves, it must first be vot-
ed to be unreserved with a
3-0 vote. That would no
longer require the capital
project money to be a
unanimous vote.
The commissioners re-

cessed the meeting until to-
day at noon to make a final
decision on the available
options for suitable soils. 
The meeting will be at

the Judicial Annex on
Parshley Street.

the county, including over-
seeing projects at the cata-
lyst site, was his reasoning
for the motion. 
Oxendine said that Har-

ris saves the county thou-
sands of dollars already by
also wearing the hat of
public works director. 
“When we hired Mr.

Harris we addressed this,
him doing two positions.
He’s actually doing more
than that. He’s saving us
about $275,000 annually,”
said Oxendine. “I believe
that we can well afford the
$30,000.”
However, commissioner

Ricky Gamble was quick
to point out that it was Har-
ris that approached the
board about doing the two
jobs and agreed to his cur-
rent salary when he was
first hired – about eight

months ago. 
“The board did not ap-

proach Mr. Harris about
combining those two posi-
tions. That was his recom-
mendation to the board,”
said Gamble. “And the
price (Harris’ current
salary) was agreed upon at
that time. The board was
okay with it as well as Mr.
Harris.”
Harris’ start date as

county administrator was
June 8, 2012. Prior to his
current position, he worked
as the county’s public
works director. Harris was
originally given $80,000 a
year as a county adminis-
trator. Harris told the board
he could handle both jobs
and wanted to save taxpay-
er money by doing both. At
that time his pay increased
to $90,000.
Gamble said that it’s not

the time to be doling out

$30K a year raise denied
Continued From Page 1A thirty grand to one employ-

ee when other employees in
the county, some of which
make less than the pro-
posed raise, haven’t re-
ceived a pay increase in
years. 
“It’s a $30,000 a year in-

crease and we haven’t giv-
en any employees a raise in
how many years?” Gamble
asked. “We’re spending
multi million dollars on this
project (Klausner sawmill)
out there and you want to
justify that for a $30,000 a
year increase? I just don’t
see it happening.”
Commissioner Jason

Bashaw agreed. 
“I think the timing is not

right for this,” said Bashaw. 
Bashaw noted that em-

ployee morale has seemed
to increase as of late and
that giving a raise like this
to their boss might jeopar-
dize that. 
“Considering perhaps the

next budget year would be
better,” said Bashaw. “In-
troducing it mid-stream
like this when we’re doing
so many other things, we
don’t need to do anything
to affect what has been (in-
creased) employee
morale.”
Commissioners Wesley

Wainwright and Clyde
Fleming were in agreement
with the raise and it looked
as though a 3-2 vote was
imminent. 
Oxendine then made a

motion to accept the five
year contract with the
$30,000 a year raise. 
Fleming seconded, but

before a vote could take
place, Gamble had an
amendment to that motion
to give all employees on

the county payroll a seven
and a half percent raise on
top of Harris’ raise. 
Bashaw seconded that

motion. 
Wainwright said that

Harris is deserving of the
raise due to his “tenacity”
to tackle and accomplish
more as county administra-
tor than the previous four
county coordinators togeth-
er. 
“Everybody doesn’t have

those kinds of capabilities,”
said Wainwright. 
Oxendine said the money

to give Harris the raise was
in the current budget.
“It is in the budget, the

money is there. I don’t see
no reason why we shouldn’t
compensate him for the job
he’s done,” said Oxendine. 
Former county commis-

sioner Ivie Fowler ad-
dressed the board and ex-
pressed his frustration that
the public wasn’t made
aware of the proposal earli-
er. 
“If y’all want to give him

a raise, have the guts
enough to put in on the
agenda where people in the
county can see what y’all
are going to do,” said
Fowler. “So people can
come down here and voice
their opinion. Don’t do it
on a special agenda item. It
doesn’t look good.”
The vote on the amend-

ment to the original motion
passed 3-2 with Wain-
wright and Oxendine vot-
ing against. Gamble then
made a motion to table both
issues until the next year’s
budget discussions, sec-
onded by Fleming, and
passed 4-1 with Oxendine
dissenting. 

 CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED
 Branford for

 To place your classified ad 
 here call 386-362-1734

 784677

 Suwannee Housing 
 Authority
 is accepting

 Housing applications.
 Call 1-800-664-5197, EHO

 Equal Housing Opportunity
 784771

There will be a scholarship fundraiser for the Steve
Self Memorial Scholarship Fund on Saturday, Feb. 23
from 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the First Federal Bank
parking lot, located at 804 S Ohio Ave. Cost of the
meals will be $6.50 and meals will include chicken
sandwich, chips and dessert. 
All proceeds will go towards the Steve Self Memo-

rial Scholarship Fund. For more information contact
Suzy Self Burch 385-208-1936.

Steve Self fundraiser
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 788645

 Your card will link to your  company website.

 Contact 
 Monja Slater

 789197

Teen Police Academy 
starting soon

Submitted 

Chief Buddy Williams
announces that the Live
Oak Police Department
will be conducting their
annual Teen Police
Academy beginning
Thursday, March 21,
2013.

The Academy will be
held at the LOPD at 205
SE White Ave. and other
selected locations each
Thursday evening, for
nine weeks.

The Academy offers
an opportunity for teens,
aged 13-18 years of age
to learn more about lo-

cal, state and federal law
enforcement and the
criminal justice system.

There’s lots of hands
on experiences, which is
intended to keep ses-
sions educational and
fun. 

Pick up an application
from school resource of-
ficers at the Suwannee
high and middle schools
or at the LOPD on White
Ave. 

For further informa-
tion, contact Erica El-
liott at 386-362-7463.

Submit your applica-
tion soon! Space is limit-
ed!

Local girl spends
birthday helping

others 
Tiponi Tipton just cele-

brated her thirteenth
birthday at John Hale
Community Center on
Duval Street in Live Oak
learning the importance
of charity and community
and did not ask for birth-
day presents during her
celebration. Instead she
asked for everyone to
bring canned food for her
to collect. 

Her birthday party was
attended by many of her
family members and
classmates. Teens danced
to their favorite songs as
the disco ball spun and
the lasers lit up the room. 

After a wonderful night
of dancing Tiponi had
collected a significant
amount of food to donate
to our local charity orga-
nization, Love INC. She
proudly donated the food
and felt good knowing

she was making a
positive difference
in other peoples
lives.

Local meetings
Feb. 26
School Board meeting 

Notice is hereby given
that the Suwannee County
School Board will meet at
the Branford High School
Cafeteria, 405 NE
Reynolds, Branford,
Florida, on the following
date and time: Tuesday,
Feb. 26, 2013  6 p.m. Reg-
ular Meeting 

School Board meetings
are open to the public with
the exception of Expul-
sion Issues, which are pri-
vate. Anyone present
wishing to appeal any de-

cision made during the
Regular Meeting will need
to ensure that a verbatim
record of the meeting is
made, including any testi-
mony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be
based. The agenda for the
meeting can be found
h e r e :
http://suwannee.schoold-
esk.net/SchoolBoard/tabid
/7322/Default.aspx

CRA board of directors
meeting

The city of Live Oak
Community Redevelop-

ment Agency (CRA) will
have a board of directors
meeting on a regular
monthly basis. Meetings
will occur on the last
Tuesday of each month,
effective Tuesday, Feb.
26. They will be held at
6:30 p.m., in the meeting
room at City Hall, located
at 101 SE White Ave.   

Feb. 28
Tobacco Free Suwannee,
Suwannee Coalition to
meet 

Please join us on Feb.
28 at 5 p.m. at Christ Cen-
tral Ministries fellowship
hall at 15445 US 129
South in McAlpin. 

Tobacco Free Suwan-
nee will meet at 5 p.m.

and the Suwannee Coali-
tion will meet at 5:30 p.m.

The Coalition’s guest
speaker will be Donna
Macrae, managing attor-
ney for Three Rivers Le-
gal Services. 

March 6
FLOW meeting 

Florida Leaders Orga-
nized for Water executive
committee meeting at 10
a.m. Wednesday, March
6, 2013 at the Columbia
County Board of County
Commissioners confer-
ence room located at 135
NE Hernando Ave., Suite
203 (second floor), Lake
City, FL. 

Suwannee County

Transportation Disad-
vantaged Coordinating
Board

The Suwannee County
Transportation Disadvan-
tage Coordinating Board
will hold its annual public
hearing and business
meeting Wednesday,
March 6, 2013 at 10:30
a.m. at Live Oak City
Hall located at 101 SE
White Ave., Live Oak.
This is an important meet-
ing of the Board. At this
meeting, the Board will
review the Suwannee
County Transportation
Disadvantage Service
Plan All Board members
are encouraged to attend
the public hearing and
business meeting. 

Submit your application soon!    Space is limited!

Do You Have A Dream?
Cathy Rogers
UF/IFAS Suwannee County Extension

What is your dream…a special vaca-
tion, a boat, college education for your
children, or maybe just to be debt-free?
Whatever your dream is, it will probably
take a lot of money!   Saving money for
your dreams is important and can be a
reality.  Here is the secret to success: BE-
COME A SAVER!  Savers FIND money
to save!  Really!  They have a plan.

Consider this - the most successful
savers sign up for automatic deposits.
Here’s how it works: Either your em-
ployer will send some of your paycheck
to your savings account, while the rest
goes into checking or your bank will
transfer money from your checking, into
your savings account.  Either way, you
set the amount and it happens regularly
without you having to think about it!  It’s
great! 

After a while, you are well on your
way to your dream! 

Don’t forget to increase your savings
every time you get a raise.  I’m not talk-
ing about the whole raise, just part of it.
Just don’t forget!  Also, whenever you
have a windfall; say a cash birthday gift,
tax refund, or inheritance consider a 30-
40-30 plan.  Use 30% to pay off bills and
other debt that you have because you
spent the money in the past, use 40% to
buy things you need now, and use 30%
to save for the future (your dream!). 

Actually, there is one thing you
MUST do before saving for your dream;
SAVE FOR EMERGENCIES!

If you don’t have an emergency fund,

you will have to use your “dream fund”
or increase your debt for emergencies
that are guaranteed to occur.  I can’t tell
you what yours will be but I can tell you
something unexpected will come along
that you will need your emergency fund
for and you will be glad you saved for it.
In fact, once you have $500 to $1000 in
an emergency fund, your life will be less
stressful.  Just knowing that you are pre-
pared for an emergency will give you
peace of mind that no other use of mon-
ey can.  In fact, having an emergency
fund seems to help prevent them from
happening!

Where will you find the money for an
emergency fund?  Imagine that your
child suddenly needs a medical proce-
dure that costs $500!  You will find the
money for it!  You will go without some-
thing that you want in order to fund this
emergency!  Do that now to have the
emergency fund before any emergency
happens.  Keep in mind that concert tick-
ets or a birthday present aren’t real emer-
gencies. 

Your dream can become a reality once
you become a saver.  America Saves can
help.

America Saves is a campaign coordi-
nated by the non-profit Consumer Fed-
eration of America (CFA) and is dedicat-
ed to helping individuals save money, re-
duce debt, and build wealth.  America
Saves can help you develop your goals
and take action. They provide savings
guidance, tools, resources and plenty of
motivation. When you join as a saver at
http://www.americasaves.org you will
receive the following benefits:

·         Free subscription to a quarterly
American Saver newsletter

·         Free monthly e-mail newsletters
with savings advice from national ex-
perts

·         Free access to a members-only
Savers Tracking Tool to help you reach
your goals            

All personal information is treated
confidentially.

Locally, UF/IFAS Suwannee County
Extension is encouraging all citizens of
Suwannee County to become savers.
You are invited to an informative pro-
gram called “Three keys to saving; Set a
Goal, Make a Plan, and Make it Auto-
matic” at the Suwannee Regional Li-
brary in Live Oak on Thursday, February
28th at 6 pm.

For more information, contact Cathy
Rogers or Wanda Walters by calling
(386) 362-2771.

All programs and related activities
sponsored for, or assisted by, the Insti-
tute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
are open to all persons with non-dis-
crimination with respect to race, creed,
color, religion, age, disability, sex, or
sexual orientation, marital status, nation-
al origin, political opinions, or affilia-
tions.

For persons with disabilities requiring
special accommodations, please contact
our office at least five working days pri-
or to the program so that proper consid-
eration may be given to the request.  Our
phone number is 386-362-2771.  For the
hearing impaired, please contact the
Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-
8771.



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2013 � SUWANNEE DEMOCRAT/LIVE OAK PAGE 5A

 786523

 1158 Lakes Blvd • Lake Park, Ga. 1158 Lakes Blvd • Lake Park, Ga. 1158 Lakes Blvd • Lake Park, Ga. (Behind Sonny’s BBQ) (Behind Sonny’s BBQ) (Behind Sonny’s BBQ)

 WILKINSON’S DECORATIVE FABRIC WILKINSON’S DECORATIVE FABRIC WILKINSON’S DECORATIVE FABRIC
 229-559-1401 • Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5 229-559-1401 • Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5 229-559-1401 • Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5

 Moving forward in the  Moving forward in the  New Year!  New Year!  Bring in this ad and receive  Bring in this ad and receive  20% off your regularly priced  20% off your regularly priced  fabric purchase of  fabric purchase of  $75.00 or more. $75.00 or more.  As always we appreciate   As always we appreciate  your business! your business!
 Offer expires 2-25-13.

OBITUARIES

Louise Glipse
Oct. 6, 1936
Feb. 14, 2013

Louise Glipse affec-
tionately known by
many as “Dankie”

was born in Jasper, Fla. on
Oct. 6, 1936 to the late Mat-
tie Williams and Joe Willard.
Our mother was a well
known person and very loved
by many. God called our
mother home on Feb. 14,
2013 at 1:10 p.m. @ Shands
Live Oak Hospital in Live
Oak, Fla. Home going cele-
bration for Ms. Louise
“Dankie” Glispie 76 of
Jasper, Fla. will be 2 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013 at
Greater Poplar Springs Mis-
sionary. Rev. J.T. Billy Si-
mon is the pastor and will of-
ficiate. Burial will follow in
the Friendship Cemetery,
Jasper, Fla.  The Glispie fam-
ily will receive other rela-
tives and sorrowing friends
Friday, Feb. 22, 2013 from
5to 7 p.m. also at Greater
Poplar springs Missionary
Baptist Church. The funeral
arrangements are incomplete
and will be announced later.
Professional Mortuary ser-
vices entrusted to Eric A.
Brown & Son Funeral
Home.

Glenda Ann Perry
Aug. 3, 1951
Feb.13, 2013

Glenda Ann Perry
was born on Aug. 3,
1951 in Live Oak,

Florida. She was the oldest
child of the late Nelson Perry,
Sr. and Annie Bell Perry. Her
father Nelson preceded her in
death. Glenda will be greatly
missed by her family and all
that knew her. On Wednes-
day, Feb.13, 2013, the Lord
called his daughter home at
North Florida Rehabilitation
Center in Gainesville, Flori-
da. Home going celebration
for Ms. Glenda A. Perry 61,
of Live Oak, Fla. will be 11
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013
at African Missionary Baptist
Church in Live Oak, Fla.
Rev. Alex Fountain is the
pastor and Moderator L.C.
Hunt will officiate. Burial
services will follow in New
Bethlehem Missionary Bap-
tist Church Cemetery. The
Perry family will receive oth-
er relatives and sorrowing
friends Friday, Feb. 22, 2013
from 6 to 8 p.m. at New
Bethlehem Missionary Bap-
tist Church. Professional
Mortuary services entrusted
to Eric A. Brown & Son fu-
neral Home.

Roger Montague
Jan. 4, 1954
Feb. 19, 2013

Roger Montague, 59,
Live Oak, Fla.
passed away on

Monday, Feb. 19, 2013 after
a long illness. The Braden-
ton, Fla. native moved to
Live Oak in 1995 from
Riedsville, Ga and he was of
Baptist Faith.

He is survived by his
mother: Amber Montague,
Wellborn, Fla.; father: Bob
(Rodella) Montague, Live
Oak, Fla.; four sisters: Pam
Montague, Pat (Grant) Mon-
tague, both of Lake City,
Fla., Naomi Montague, Well-
born, Fla. and Donna Mon-
tague, Gainesville, Fla.; three
brothers: Bobby (Lorraine)
Montague, Live Oak, Fla.,
Sam (Patty) Montague,
Bradenton, Fla. and Jeremy
Montague, Ft. Pierce,
Fla.;  special friend: Suzanne
Rippe, Bradenton, Fla. and
numerous nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date.

Daniels Funeral Homes &
Crematory, Inc., of Live Oak
and Branford, Fla. in charge
of arrangements.

Ray "Papa Ray" Henley
Feb. 18, 2013

Ray "Papa Ray"
Henley, 71, Live
Oak, Fla. passed

away on Monday, Feb. 18,
2013. The Jonesboro, AR na-
tive was a member of Local
25 Operating Corp of Engi-
neers for 35 years, was a
Army Veteran and was of
Baptist Faith. Mr. Henley
loved hunting and fishing.
He is survived by his wife:
Marie Henley, Live Oak,
Fla.; three daughters: Gloria
Riley, Tampa, Fla., Belinda
Johnston, Live Oak, Fla.,
Jennifer Smith, Key West,
Fla.; one sister: Naomi Tes-
son; one brother: Charles

Henley, Dade City, Fla.;
Aunt: Fleter Duncan; ten
grandchildren: Angie West-
fall, Michelle Walker,
Wyman Jackson, Richard
Jackson, Lisa Burke, Jean
Hisler, Ben Johnston, Johnny
Adams, Stacie Bailey, Taryn
Miller and fourteen great-
grandchildren. He was pre-
ceded in death by his daugh-
ter: Dolores Hisler. Services
will be held at 1 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 22 at Daniels Memorial
Chapel with Rev. Wilbur
Woods officiating. Interment
will follow in the Live Oak
Cemetery.

Daniels Funeral Homes &
Crematory, Inc., of Live Oak
and Branford, Fla. in charge
of arrangements.

Purple Pinkie Day at SES

On Feb. 14 members of the Rotary Club of Live Oak visited Suwannee Elemen-
tary School to join in the effort to raise money for polio eradication. Through the
Purple Pinkie Project, they make Live Oak school children part of the solution.
Since $1 is the estimated cost to immunize one child from Polio, each time a stu-
dent gave $1 with his or her parents’ permission, a pinkie was painted purple as
a symbol of one child immunized from Polio. Pictured is Rotarian Dwight Stansel
interacting with a student as he paints his pinkie purple. Photo submitted.

Uniform and 

shoe fair
Sponsored by Shands at Live Oak Auxiliary.

Wednesday, Feb. 27 from 7 a.m. until 4 p.m. Loca-
tion is 1100 11th Street, Live Oak. 

New York Day
New York Day, for all who have lived anywhere in

New York State, will be 12:15 to 4 PM on Saturday
March 16 at the Epiphany Catholic Church Social
Hall (Malone St. between So. US 41 & Marion
Ave.).  There will be a social hour with appetizers, a
full St. Patrick’s Day dinner with dessert, entertain-
ment by “Three of Us”, and raffles, door prizes, etc.
Cost is $15 per person.  Wine and beer, including
NY brands, will be available. Casual dress-wear
Green for St. Pats! Call the Lloyds at 752-4885 or
Bob Peloni at 984-8232 for info and reservations
(DEADLINE March 9).

AURA food drive Feb. 15-17 to help Love INC at
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

During the first AURA
Music & Arts Festival to be
held this weekend, Feb. 15-
17, at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP) in Live Oak, Fla,
Suwannee County charity
Love INC will receive
much needed support as
guests are asked to bring
five or more canned goods
to donate to Love INC.

AURA Music & Arts

Festival and The Suwannee
Music Foundation is proud
to host its first annual food
drive at AURA Music &
Arts Festival to support the
Love INC food bank. Bring
five or more cans or non-
perishable food items to the
food drive tent when you
arrive and receive a com-
memorative 2013 festival
poster.

Volunteers will be avail-

able at the food drive tent
to accept with deep grati-
tude to AURA and its
guests these much needed
donations. If you plan to at-
tend this great music festi-
val and bring a canned or
packaged food donation,
your gift will help a needy
family who will be very
grateful.

These canned goods will
serve many people in the
Suwannee County commu-
nity who lost their
homes last year during
Tropical Storm Debby,
those who have lost their
jobs during these hard eco-
nomic times and people
who have suffered other
hardships. Many Suwannee
County residents still can-
not return to their homes
due to flooding

problems as a result of the
June 2012 storm. Love
INC is working diligently

with various agencies and
volunteer groups to help
these people get back into
their homes as soon as pos-

sible. Love INC is a regis-
tered 501(C)(3) charity and
operates under the tax ex-

empt guidelines as desig-
nated by the IRS and as
such all donations made
to Love INC are tax free.

SRWMD recognizes upcoming
retirement of staff member of 37 years

Vern Roberts, of the Suwannee River Water
Management District (District), was recognized
for 37 years of public service and commitment to
the District at a Governing Board meeting on Feb.
12. Roberts will be retiring at the end of February.

Roberts began work with the District in 1976 as
a fiscal assistant and later was promoted to the po-
sition of finance officer. He is responsible for day

to day financial activities including banking, post-
ing of ledgers and journals, invoicing and collect-
ing state revenues, generating monthly financial
statements and collecting ad valorem taxes. He
also assists with budget preparation, Truth in Mill-
age (TRIM) compliance, and annual audits. 

Roberts holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
accounting from Florida State University.

“I am pleased with Vern’s faithful public service
to the District over the last 30-plus years, and I
congratulate him on his upcoming retirement,”
said Executive Director Ann Shortelle.

"My time at the District has been both reward-
ing and fulfilling,” Roberts said. “I will truly miss
the many colleagues and friends I have made over
the last 37 years."

District Director of Administrative Services Joe Flanagan, far left, District Executive Director Ann Shortelle, second from left, and District
Governing Board Chairman Don Quincey, far right, recognize Vern Roberts for his upcoming retirement. 
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What do you think
is the biggest hurdle
for downtown
business growth?

Poll Results (2-15-13)

Too many rules on the books at
City Hall cause a deterrent -- 43% 

Not enough consumers -- 28% 

Not enough space (buildings or
parking) -- 22%

Taxes too high -- 7%

Viewpoints/Opinions
Suwannee Democrat

MYRA C.  REGAN
Publisher

JEFF WATERS
Editor

Members of the Suwannee Democrat editorial
board are Myra C. Regan, publisher, and Jeff

Waters, editor. Our View is formed by that board.

&Rant  Rave

Callers to 386-208-8314 may express their
thoughts, good or bad, 24/7, about community issues
and politics. Private individuals or businesses are ex-
cluded from comments and will not be published. If
you prefer, you may email your comments to nf.edito-
rial@gaflnews.com. Or, simply visit our website at
www.suwanneedemocrat.com, click on the Rant &
Rave tab on the left and submit your thoughts there.
You don’t have to give your name. Phone submissions
must be no more than one minute long, or exceed 200
words. The same word count holds true for written
submissions, such as email messages. Anything over
will be discarded. If the constraints are not enough,
write a letter to the editor (guidelines for letters ap-
pear below).

�   �   �
Santa Klausner is coming to town. He’s making a

list and checking it twice. Gonna find out who’s
naughty and nice. Santa Klausner is coming to town. 

�   �   �
Cameron for Superintendent, 2016! Sheriff

Cameron spoke with more authority and confidence
than all the school officials combined at the Town
Hall Meeting, Thursday night (Feb. 7) on the subject
of reconfiguration.

�   �   �
I have lived in Live Oak my entire life so I don't

know why it continues to suprise me the length at
which City Hall will go to to prevent businesses from
growing here. Lord forbid anyone have a successful
business that might continue for our children. Espe-
cially in the economy we have today we need all the
help we can get for small businesses, not more ridicu-
lous regulations.

�   �   �
For many years I was not a handicapped citizen,

BUT NOW I AM !
The situation at the Post Office is shameful! Please

remove the shubbery on the north front end of the
building...then put in a ramp for those of us that can-
not safely make it up the front steps. Yes, I know there
is a handicapped access at the rear of the building, but
I can tell I am a nusance to the staff when I go that
way with a box.
For years the USPS found money to fund Lance

Armstrong! Somewhere there has to be enough funds
to build us a ramp!I have found many local people
who feel the same as I do about this ramp. Let' see if
anything can realistically be done... and in the near fu-
ture.

�   �   �
It seems that the three newly- formed elementary

schools will open their doors in August whether we
like the idea or not. Now comes another issue to be
agreed upon...what will we name them? As a former
teacher of many years in this county, I suggest we
name them in honor of deceased long-time elemen-

tary educators who touched the lives of many local
citizens...ladies like Mrs. Alma Bass, Mrs. Louise
Hall, and Mrs. Pat Resor. Surely this would be better
than names with numbers or directions! Well, I guess
we will now listen out for the Superintendent to tell us
how it will be done!

�   �   �
I have some important news to share. I have come

to believe that demons drive cars. They appear to be
regular folks, but you will know they are actually
demons in disguise by the way they pull out in front
of you with their car, especially if there's no other cars
behind you as far as the eye can see. Then they will go
slow when you cannot pass and speed up when you
can. 
If you are not a demon, I don't care if you pull out

in front of me. Really....I'm not one of those people
that have to be first. If you pull out in front of me, just
do me a favor. Step on the long, skinny pedal.

�   �   �
Is it any wonder citizens don't think they must stop

at Stop signs when deputies don't either?
�   �   �

I think we should just fire everyone who has some-
thing to do with the City of Live Oak (police,com-
minsers,judges,city hall)and vote for new and
younger member!

�   �   �
See litter or illegal signs on rights-of-way?
See litter on private property?
See abandoned tires?
See dilapidated structures?
State & interstate roads:  800 BAN-LITTER
Suwannee County:  386 364-2964
City of Live Oak: 386 362-2276
Town of Branford: 386 935-1146

�   �   �
To the person who's dog was chasing cars and now

presumed dead. My condolences. But your dog was a
risk also not only to himself but to drivers. It is your
responsibility to keep your dog off of the streets. I just
had one hit and killed and blame no one but myself.

�   �   �
Taxpayers. It’s time to wake up. County commis-

sioners want to give Randy Harris a $30,000 a year
pay raise. This would make him be $120,000 per year.
And give him a five to seven year contract? This is
more than any elected official makes. It’s time to
wake up. He’s breaking the county. 

�   �   �
It's time to impeach our elected officials who want

to provide citizenship to those who have violated our
immigration laws. NOW!

�   �   �
With 11 million U. S. citizens unemployed, the 12

million non-citizens here illegally should give up their
jobs and return to their native countries. Then, those
unemployed could take over the jobs they left.  Ille-
gals, by definition, have broken federal laws and
should not be rewarded by being given citizenship.
Citizenship should be given to those on the legal im-
migration waiting list.

Want to vent? 
Our hotline 

is open 24/7.

Please address letters to: 
Letters to the editor, Suwannee 
Democrat, PO Box 370, Live Oak, FL 32064. 
Please include your full name, address and daytime phone
number.  We ask this so we  can verify your letter and dis-
cuss any questions about it with you.

ONLINE OPPORTUNITY
QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Do you believe the Suwannee
County Chamber of Commerce
is going out of its way to help
Suwannee County prosper?

This poll is not scientific and reflects the opinions of only those Internet users who have chosen to participate. The results cannot be
assumed to represent the opinions of Internet users in general, nor the public as a whole. www.suwanneedemocrat.com

BIBLE VERSE
The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,”
“You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”
and whatever other command there may be,
are summed up in this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love
does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love
is the fulfillment of the law. 

Romans 13:9-10 NIV
Yes, they are doing all they can.

No, there isn’t enough to show
for their efforts.

We are taking a break from our call to economic im-
provement to zoom in on the Suwannee County Board of
County Commissioners. It seems like the board is on a
spending rampage (on a project that needs to be complet-
ed, we might add). However, the county’s bank account
is only so vast and lest we forget it is taxpayer money.
While money is getting tight, taking the conservative
road would seem like the thing to do. Some, however,
feel it’s time to issue a raise. (See related story, page 1A).
In January of 2012, a former Marion County commis-

sioner and construction company executive became the
public works director for Suwannee County. Randy Har-
ris was hired for $71,000. Five months later, Harris was
named the first county administrator and the county in-
creased his salary to $80,000. Harris then stood before
the board and requested to function as both the county ad-
ministrator and public works director, citing he could
handle both jobs and wanted to save taxpayer money.
This proposal increased his salary to $90,000.
“The public arena should be no less concerned with

saving money than the private sector,” Harris told the De-
mocrat when he received the go ahead last year to wear
both hats. 
Commission Chairman Wesley Wainwright and Phil

Oxendine both said it was understood that when Harris
was tasked to do both jobs, that it would later be re-
viewed.
Wainwright told the Democrat then: “I would like to

try it for a short period of time to see if it works. He’s not
going to be given a lot of latitude for mistakes and there
are a lot of eyes watching him.”
Apparently he is doing the jobs more than satisfactori-

ly. But that previous statement doesn't state anything
about his contract being reviewed. 
Most everyone can agree that Harris has done an ex-

ceptional job and his work ethics are to be praised. 
However, he is not doing anything other than what he

was hired, and agreed, to do.
The raise wouldn’t be a bad idea if the county was

ready and willing to give pay raises to its employees who
haven’t seen a pay raise in about five years.
Commissioner Phil Oxendine proposed giving the raise

to Harris.
We are up to hearing you out, Phil. But next time, put

something as sensitive as this on the agenda so the public
can have the opportunity to weigh in. We assure you that
there would have been some county employees at the
meeting if it were publicized. We think you know this,
too. 
Commissioner Jason Bashaw said the timing just isn’t

right for a raise.
Indeed. 
Commissioner Ricky Gamble said it’s tough to justify

the raise when the county is doling out millions on the
Klausner project and other county employee raises have
stalled for years.
We agree.  
We are glad the board decided not to move forward on

this matter just now. 
Harris may be talented, but that talent can only get you

so far without good employees backing you. Let’s not
forget the rest of your employees when it’s time to show
appreciation.

Not now, Randy

1. Reduce waste in local government
2. Revitalize downtown Live Oak

3. Continue work on Perimeter Road
4. Attract more business and growth
5. Build up I-10, US 129 corridor 

Editorial objectives for 2013

�
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Branford News
Serving southern Suwannee County, including Branford, O’Brien and McAlpin

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

Fourteen-year-old Bran-
ford resident Landen Lewis
has a unique opportunity
that most of us could only
dream about. He gets to pro-
fessionally play with toys.
Well, one toy in particular -
remote control cars. And
he’s good at it. So good, he
recently one top honors at a
recent race in Pennsylvania. 
Lewis travels the United

States racing remote control
cars on a professional level.
Lewis just returned from

his first trip to participate in
the 2013 Motorama 2013
Indoor Championships in
Harrisburg, Pa. this past
weekend (Feb. 16-17). 
“It is very competitive but

yet it is something that my
dad and I can do together,”
said Lewis. “I love working
on my vehicles and racing at
different tracks.”
The sport, as Lewis calls

it, is something that he
could definitely do for a liv-
ing. 
“The top pros receive

over $300,000 a year!”
Lewis stated. “I race be-
cause it is fun. I only want to
race when it’s fun and hope
it never feels like a job.”
Motorama has become

one of the largest races on
the East Coast. Lewis was
able to take Top Qualifier
and first place in the Short
Course class. There were
over 450 plus entries in total
and 66 entries in his class

alone. During the past six
months, and through several
offers, Lewis is now a team
driver for some of the top
RC companies:  Kyosho,
Proline, Airtronics, HVR
and MIP.  
With most drivers using

Super Soft compounds, Lan-
den stuck with his game
plan to use his Proline Ion
MC tires (1191-17) on his
Kyosho SC-R. In the A-
Main, Landen was able to
lead from the start to the end
and was never challenged as
he beat second place by sev-
en seconds.
In addition to the win in

Short Course, Landen took
third place in Short Course
Buggy. This was the first
time he ever drove it as it
was built just a week before
the event. In Stadium Truck,
Landen was sitting fourth on
the grid, but had bad luck at
the start of the race with
traffic. He found himself all
the way back in 11th on the
first lap. In the short five
minute main, Landen fought
hard moving back up in the
field, but time ran out and
ended up in sixth place.
Just Tuesday Lewis was

offered another sponsorship
because of his victory this
past weekend.
“I want to continue to

learn and develop my racing
skills and continue to make
my sponsors proud,” said
Lewis. “My next large na-
tional race is the Cactus
Classic in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona in March.

Professionally playing

Branford teen wins Pennsylvania
race - with remote control car

Bucs lose to Hilliard
The Branford High School girls basketball team lost their final non-league game to the Hilliard Red Flash-

es on Feb. 12 with the final score of 68-41.

JV Bucs take Rangers
The Branford High School JV baseball team won against the Ruth Rains Rangers on Feb. 14 with the fi-

nal score of 10-9.

Sports highlights below - See 1B for more

Sports highlights

Landen Lewis was the big winner in three events. Courtesy photos

Landen displays the trophy and the car that made it happen.

“I race because it is
fun. I only want to
race when it’s fun
and hope it never
feels like a job.” 

- Landen Lewis 
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 Branford 
 Church

 Directory
 Hatch Bend

 Apostolic Church
 Pastor Steve Boyd

 Church 935-2806 Hm. 935-0125
 Sunday Worship........................10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday...................................7:30 p.m.

 784569

 Living Springs 
 Family Worship Center

 Pastor Charles Istre
 Church 935-1713

 www.livingspringsfwc@windstream.net

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
 Morning Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 a.m.

 Wed. Family Night & OPEN Youth 
 Ministries

 Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
 784568

 784565
 Branford United

 Methodist Church
 Lerbie Alligood

 935-1653
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
 Church Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 p.m.

 784566

 This space could be your church listing 
 or business, for more information call 

 Treena at 386-362-1734

 San Juan Catholic Mission
 Reverand Sebastian George

 For information call
 935-2632

 Sunday Mass.....................................9:30 a.m.
 Wednesday Mass..............................6:00 p.m.

 784571

 784564

 First Baptist Church
 Dan Main, Pastor
 Church 935-1363

 Sunday  School...............................9:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.........................10:15 a.m.
 Sunday Evening.............................6:00 p.m.
 Awana.............................................6:30 p.m.

 Burlington Santa Fe
 Church of Christ

 4393 US Hwy 27 • Branford, Fl 32008
 Evangelist Ken Campbell

 935-1532
 Bible School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service.........................11:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wed.-Bible Study.........................7:00 p.m.

 Peace Baptist Church
 S.B.C.

 John R. York
 935-4681 • 7794 E. US Hwy 27

 Services Each Sunday

 789121

 Small Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10:00 a.m. Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11:00 a.m. Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:30 p.m. Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:30 p.m. Family Night  (Meal Included) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:45 p.m.

 784567

   The Form Of Baptism 
    Baptism is an English transliteration of the Greek word  “baptismos.” The verb is “baptize.” The literal word means “to  put or go under water.”  1)  Paul Calls Baptism A Burial: Rom. 6:3-7    Baptism is a time of spiritual death and rebirth. It involves  going down into water and coming up out of water. Baptism is  symbolic of death, burial and resurrection. Historians have  noted that reference to sprinkling took place around 100 years  after the church was established. 2)  Example Of Baptism:      In Acts 8:36-39 we see the eunuch making the good  confession about Jesus. Then Philip takes the eunuch down into  the water and bringing him up out of the water. Paul will tell us  in Ephesians 4:5 that there is only “one” baptism.  3)  What About Us?      Some of the last words Jesus spoke before He ascended into  Heaven were to go, preach and baptize [Matt. 28:18-20, Mk.  16:15-16, Acts 1:8]. These words were a command from our  Lord and Savior. It was also a command that the early apostles  and disciples carried out [Acts 2:38, 8:36-39, 10:48, 22:16].  Are we following the teachings of Jesus? Have we obeyed His  word? Were you baptized for the remission of your sins? 
 Ken Campbell, Evangelist, 
 Burlington-Santa Fe church of Christ 

 789150

 789893

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  (386) 362-4985

 This week’s special 02/22/13 - 02/27/13

 Svedka
 750 mL All Flavors & Reg.

 $13.99
 1.75 Liter

 $19.99
 FREE SAMPLE

 with 

 $20.00
 purchase

 Must present coupon
 exp: 2/27/13

 Lord 
 Calvert
 1.75 Liter
 $17.99

 Forty Creek
 750 mL

 $19.99
 1.75 Liter

 $39.99

 Gentleman Jack
 750 mL

 $29.99
 1.75 Liter

 $49.99

 Crown Royal
 750 mL

 $23.99
 1.75 Liter

 $46.99

 Smirnoff
 750 mL

 $13.99
 1.75 Liter

 $19.99

 6824 Suwannee Plaza Ln, Live Oak, FL 32060 
 (by Subway at Walmart Plaza)

 Sunday • 10am-8pm • Monday-Thursday • 9am-9pm
 Friday & Saturday • 9am-11pm

 New Amsterdam Vodka
 750 mL

 $14.99
 1.75 Liter

 $19.99
 Johnny Walker Red Label

 750 mL

 $24.99
 1.75 Liter

 $34.99

 Locally owned and operated

 Southern Comfort
 750 mL

 $15.99
 1.75 Liter

 $23.99

 Se Habla Espanol

 Now offering Loyalty Program Now offering Loyalty Program

 Ole Smokey Moonshine

 100 Proof Available

 Shellback 
 Rum

 Free 2  Liter Coke
 With purchase 

 of 750 ml or larger

 P R O G R A M P R O G R A M P R O G R A M
 *See store for details

 Jameson Irish Wiskey
 750 mL

 $23.99
 1.75 Liter

 $39.99

counties.
Then a few years later,

Deas and family moved to
the Orlando area and had
been there for sometime
when they felt God beck-
oning them to move, but
not to Suwannee County. 
“This was not our plan,”

said Deas. “We actually
thought 20 years ago we
were talking to a church in
North Carolina and
thought that was where we
were going.”
Deas said the North Car-

olina-based church com-

mittee kept asking and urg-
ing him and Sherry to
come up there, and for him
to be their pastor, but God
had other plans.
After several months,

Deas and wife Sherry felt
God wanted them in
Suwannee County instead.
“That’s how we got

here,” said Deas. “We real-
ly thought we were going
to North Carolina.”
Deas said that he and

Sherry have always had a
total assurance that this is
where God wanted them to
be.
“I didn’t come here say-

20 years behind the pulpit
Continued From Page 1A ing I was going to stay a

certain amount of time,”
said Deas. “It was always
like, God whenever you’re
ready to move me, you’ll
take care of it.”
Deas said that over the

years, there would be op-
portunities to move on that
came to him and his family,
but after serious prayer and
soul-searching, they knew
to stay put.
“God would just close

the door,” said Deas. “And
reconfirm, ‘This is where
you’re supposed to be’, so
we just stayed.” 
Deas said that after 20

years, it doesn’t seem like
it’s been that long at all.
“I posted about it on

Facebook a few days ago,”
said Deas. “And have been
looking at that sign out
there for the last week and a
half and everyday I wonder
where did the time go?”
Coming from the very

rapidly growing Orlando
area and quick pace, Deas
thought that coming to Live
Oak was going to be really
slow and laid back, but
learned differently.
“Coming out of Orlando,

we thought that this would

be a less-busy ministry,”
said Deas. “It doesn’t have
that hurried pace that a
larger place does, but I
quickly found out that there
was a lot to do and I’ve
never lacked for anything
to do,” he smiled.
Over the years, the con-

gregation has grown and
yet he admits conducting
quite a few funerals too.
Deas concern is not for
numbers so much as spiri-
tual growth for those who
are currently there.
“My concept of church

growth is not necessarily to
build a big, local congrega-
tion,” said Deas. “I’m not
opposed to it, a church
needs to grow, but I believe
if a church is spiritually
healthy, it will be sending
people out to do things and
that’s one of my blessings.”
Deas said that through

the ministry they’ve been
able to send quite a few
people out to become for-
eign missionaries. He said
currently they have a cou-
ple from their church who
are in Richmond, Virginia
meeting with their Interna-
tional Mission Board to de-
termine where they’ll go

overseas to minister.
“We’ve sent out a num-

ber of folks,” said Deas.
“That to me, is part of
church growth.” 

And what about 
20 years from now?

“At my age, I’m not
sure,” laughed Deas.
His face grew serious.
“My wife and I have just

learned in recent months
that she has a serious ill-
ness,” said Deas. “We have
been reminded you live life
one day at a time. We’re re-
ally looking at that.”

Deas talked of a young
man that was leaving West-
wood on a baseball schol-
arship and in his last two
years of college, he’ll be
going to Liberty Universi-
ty, to seminary to be a min-
ister.
“That’s the real joy to see

God work in people’s lives
like that,” said Deas.  
Deas concluded, “The

ministry here has not been
so much about me, it’s
been about the people.
This is a wonderful con-
gregation and I’m so
proud.”

Grand Theft III, VOP O/C
Burg of Dwelling, Grand
Theft III: SCSO- T. Lee
Feb 18, Oscar Mendez-

Vazquez, 25, 6th Street,
Live Oak, FL, No Valid
DL: SCSO- B. Shaw
Feb 19, Joseph Dale

Hummel, 30, 1243 Hamil-
ton Avenue, Live Oak, FL,
Sex Perf By Child-8 Cts:
SCSO- C. Horne
Feb 19, James Lee Rus-

sell, 32, 140 Parkwood Dri-
ve W, Orange Park, FL,
VOP O/C Felony Battery,
Burg of Dwelling, Grand
Theft Of F/Arm-3 Ct:
SCSO- T. Lee
Feb 20, William Walter

Green, 52, 19900 68th St,
Live Oak, FL, Battery Dom
Viol, Tamp With Witness:

SCSO- H. Harris
Feb 20, Carlos Deonte

Evans, 31, 1600 Helven-
ston St Apt K5, Live Oak,
FL, Sale of  -20 Grms
Cannabis, Poss  -20Gm
Canna W/I Sell: SCSO- R.
Sammons
Feb 20, William Edward

Grant, 19, 3162 St Johns
Bluff Road, Jacksonville,
FL, VOP Bur Stru Grn Thef
III, VOP Burg of Structure:
SCSO- A. Loston
Feb 20, Daniel Lee Mor-

rison, 32, 7000 N Main St
Lot 108, Jacksonville, FL,
VOP Grand Theft III:
SCSO- A. Loston
Feb 20, Robert Roy St.

Clair, Jr., 22, 607 Savannah
Street, Branford, FL, FTA
(DWLS); 1st App PD Appt
Per WFW: SCSO- B.
Williams

Continued From Page 2A

Arrest Records

 790756
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 NOTICE OF ZONING CHANGE
 The Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida, proposes to change 

 the use of land within the area shown on the map below, by amending the text of the 
 Suwannee County Land Development Regulations, hereinafter referred to as the Land 
 Development Regulations, as follows:

 LDR 13-01, an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend the text of 
 the Land Development Regulations by amending Section 4.19.30 entitled Special Right of 
 Way Requirements to require all future arterial and collector roads to be constructed on 
 section or quarter section lines, unless otherwise approved by the Board of County 
 Commissioners and by amending portions of Section 14, entitled Permitting and 
 Concurrency Management in order to conform with the Sanitary Sewer, Solid Waste, 
 Drainage, Potable Water and Natural Groundwater Aquifer Recharge Element, the 
 Recreation and Open Space Element, the Capital Improvement Element and the Public 
 School Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan.

 A public hearing will be conducted by the Board of County Commissioners to consider the 
 amendment and enactment of the ordinance adopting the amendment on March 5, 2013 at 
 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the Judicial Annex Building, 
 219 Parshley Street Southwest, Live Oak, Florida.& The title of said ordinance reads, as 
 follows:

 AN ORDINANCE OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING THE 
 SUWANNEE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, AS AMENDED, 
 PURSUANT TO AN APPLICATION, LDR&13-01, BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
 COMMISSIONERS; PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 4.19.30 ENTITLED 
 SPECIAL RIGHT OF WAY REQUIREMENTS TO ADD SUBSECTION 4.19.30.3 TO 
 REQUIRE ALL FUTURE ARTERIAL AND COLLECTOR ROADS TO BE 
 CONSTRUCTED ON SECTION OR QUARTER SECTION LINES, UNLESS 
 OTHERWISE APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; 
 PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 14.15.1 ENTITLED LEVEL OF SERVICE 
 STANDARDS, TRAFFIC CIRCULATION TO DELETE THE REFERENCE TO THE 
 FLORIDA LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES MANUAL FOR 
 PLANNING, 1989 AND REPLACE IT WITH THE 2009 QUALITY/LEVEL OF 
 SERVICE HANDBOOK, TO DELETE AND REPLACE IN ITS ENTIRETY THE LEVEL 
 OF SERVICE STANDARDS FOR THE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION TABLE IN ORDER 
 TO CONFORM WITH THE LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS FOR TRAFFIC 
 CIRCULATION TABLE OF POLICY II.1.1 OF THE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION 
 ELEMENT AND POLICY VIII.2.1 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF 
 THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 14.15.2 
 ENTITLED SANITARY SEWER TO DELETE LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS FOR 
 INDIVIDUAL SEPTIC TANKS IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY IV.2.1 OF 
 THE SANITARY SEWER, SOLID WASTE, DRAINAGE, POTABLE WATER AND 
 NATURAL GROUNDWATER AQUIFER RECHARGE ELEMENT AND POLICY 
 VIII.2.1 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE 
 PLAN; PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 14.15.3 ENTITLED POTABLE 
 WATER TO DELETE LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE 
 INDIVIDUAL WATER WELLS IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY IV.5.1 OF 
 THE SANITARY SEWER, SOLID WASTE, DRAINAGE, POTABLE WATER AND 
 NATURAL GROUNDWATER AQUIFER RECHARGE ELEMENT AND POLICY 
 VIII.2.1 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE 
 PLAN; PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 14.15.4 ENTITLED DRAINAGE TO 
 REVISE THE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CHAPTER REFERENCES AND 
 TO REPLACE REFERENCES TO SOIL CONSERVATION WITH NATURAL 
 RESOURCES IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY IV.4.1 OF THE SANITARY 
 SEWER, SOLID WASTE, DRAINAGE, POTABLE WATER AND NATURAL 
 GROUNDWATER AQUIFER RECHARGE ELEMENT AND POLICY VIII.2.1 OF THE 
 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 
 PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 14.15.5 ENTITLED SOLID WASTE LEVEL 
 OF SERVICE STANDARD TO CHANGE THE LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARD FOR 
 SOLID WASTE LANDFILL FROM 0.64 TONS PER CAPITA PER YEAR TO 
 RESIDUAL CAPACITY OF LANDFILL IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY 
 IV.3.1 OF THE SANITARY SEWER, SOLID WASTE, DRAINAGE, POTABLE WATER 
 AND NATURAL GROUNDWATER AQUIFER RECHARGE ELEMENT AND POLICY 
 VIII.2.1 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE 
 PLAN; PROVIDING FOR AMENDING SECTION 14.15.6 ENTITLED RECREATION 
 TO CHANGE THE POPULATION EXCEED AMOUNTS FOR THE LEVEL OF 
 SERVICE STANDARDS IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY VI.3.1.1 OF THE 
 RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT AND POLICY VIII.2.1 OF THE 
 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 
 PROVIDING FOR ADDING SECTION 14.15.7 ENTITLED LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
 PARKS TO ADD LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
 PARKS IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY VI.3.3 OF THE RECREATION AND 
 OPEN SPACE ELEMENT AND POLICY VIII.2.2 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR ADDING SECTION 
 14.15.8 ENTITLED PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES TO ADD LEVEL OF SERVICE 
 STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN ORDER TO CONFORM WITH POLICY 
 VIII.2.1 OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT AND POLICY IX.1.1 OF 
 THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 
 PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND 
 PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

 The public hearing may be continued to one or more future dates.& Any interested party 
 shall be advised that the date, time and place of any continuation of the public hearing shall 
 be announced during the public hearing and that no further notice concerning the matter will 
 be published.

 At the aforementioned public hearing, all interested persons may appear and be heard with 
 respect to the amendment and the ordinance adopting said amendment on the date, time and 
 place as referenced above.

 Copies of the amendment  and the ordinance adopting said amendment  are available for public 
 inspection at the  Office of the Director of Planning and Zoning, located at 224 Pine Avenue, 
 Live Oak, Florida, during regular business hours.

 All persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at the public 
 hearing, they will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to 
 ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the 
 testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

 Persons with disabilities requesting reasonable accommodations to participate in this 
 proceeding should contact 352.463.3169 (Voice & TDD) or via Florida Relay Service 
 800.955.8771.
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"Yes, we'll gather at the river.
The beautiful, the beautiful river.

Gather with the saints at the river.
That flows by the throne of God."

Beautiful, age old lyrics of a classic
hymn evoke many memories. Memories of
a very special, sacred event in the lives of
many individuals "Around the Banks of
the Suwannee" - baptism.

Immersion, going under the waters.
Death to an old life, buried in baptism,
raised to a new and glorious spiritual life.
In many churches and denominations, bap-
tism is one of the two major ordinances of
the church, the other being communion.

Many of the baptisms held during the
years of my childhood were held in the
dark waters of the Suwannee River. Bap-
tism services were often dramatic, as the
white robed faithful were led into the dark
waters. The minister raised his hands to-
wards the heaven and proclaimed "Upon
your declaration of  faith in our Lord, Jesus
Christ, I baptize you my brother or sister in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost or Spirit. Amen."

Often when the baptismal candidate
"arose" from the waters, he or she was
greeted with a chorus of "Amen's or Hal-
lelujahs" by those who came to witness the
event and to support those who were being
baptized.  

Sometimes a hymn would be sung by
those who were there for the event and
who were gathered on the bank of the riv-
er, as the newly baptized believers arose
from the water.

“Redeemed!! Redeemed!! Redeemed by
the blood of the Lamb!!

Redeemed!! Redeemed!! His child and
forever I am."

In doing a little research for this article,
I asked friends if they would share their
baptismal experience with me. Here are
some of the responses I received.

"I was baptized in the Suwannee River
near Suwannee Springs. It was the spring
of the year, and the river was full, not over-
flowing, but full. I can remember my
mother, my daddy, aunts and uncles, and a
number of cousins, along with members of
the congregation singing ‘Amazing
Grace’, as I was led into the water with the
minister. I can remember feeling happy
when I came up from the water, and it
seemed to me that my old life was carried
down the river in that swift water."

"I was baptized in the Alapaha River just
north of Jasper. There was water in the
Alapaha at that time. Many of my family
members were there including my parents.
I remember the water was cold and I re-
member feeling happy when I came up
from the water."

"I was baptized in a little creek behind
the church. I remember it was Easter Sun-
day and a number of us were baptized that
day. We held the regular church service,
then the baptismal service, and then we
had a huge dinner at the church. I remem-
ber changing out of my new Easter dress
and putting on the white baptismal robes to
be led into the water. My mother even
bought me a new pair of white canvas ten-
nis shoes we called them then, because the
bottom was muddy and kind of soggy, and

she didn't want me going in with my bare
feet. I remember the choir singing on the
banks. I can't remember what they sang,
but I remember feeling very happy and
glad."

"I was baptized up in West Virginia on
the Palm Sunday. It was cold. I can re-
member there was still a little ice around
the edges of the creek where the baptism
was held. We all wore white robes. Two of
cousins were baptized on the same Sunday
I was baptized."  

"I was baptized in the Suwannee River
on Easter Sunday. It was during the after-
noon. My father was baptized the same
Sunday. He had attended church all his life
but had never joined the church. The Sun-
day I joined, he joined with me, and we
were baptized together. That is a precious
memory for me."

The old Suwannee River. River of recre-
ation, boating, fishing, swimming, canoe-
ing. River of legend and lore. Supposedly
Osceola's young son was killed from a shot
fired near White Springs. The child was
playing on his father's chest. Osceola
swore vengeance on the white race and
thus began Florida's Indian Wars.

River of song, "Old Folks at Home" and
"Swanee", and, when one of its children is
led through the dark waters, the old stream
seems to become almost transcendent and
take on a character that is kind of "other
worldly" for a moment, somewhat like the
holy Ganges in India. It becomes even
more spiritual and, perhaps, that is one of
the many reasons it is so dear and special
to those who live around its banks.

I have so many wonderful memories as-
sociated with the Suwannee River and the
area in and around it. The natural beauty of
the old stream itself and the storied, beau-
tiful land through which it flows. The good
hearts and the laughter of its people and
their stories. How I love the stories, and
how I love the high regard the good people
"Around the Banks of the Suwannee" have
always placed upon their dependence upon
the Creator of all the universe. I have been
privileged so many times to witness bap-
tisms of those I hold dear, as they were led
into the Suwannee's dark waters. I would-
n't trade those wonderful experiences for
anything. They are part of my treasure
trove of cherished, treasured memories.

I have never visited the Jordan River but,
often, as I witnessed the baptismal service
in the Suwannee River, I closed my eyes
and thought of One who went down into
another stream so many, many years ago
and as I listened to the waters as they part-
ed for those going down to be baptized. I
sometimes closed my eyes and heard the
hauntingly beautiful lyrics of an old spiri-
tual often sung at baptisms in African
American churches in and around my
home.

"Wade in the water.
Wade in the water, children.

Wade in the water...
God's gonna trouble the water.

God's gonna trouble the water."

From the Eight Mile Still on the Wood-
pecker Route north of White Springs,
wishing you a day filled with joy, peace,
and, above all, lots of love and laughter.

Flu vaccine available 
at the Health Department

Seasonal influenza vac-
cine is now available at the
Suwannee County Health
Department. Vaccine is
available Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 8-11

a.m. and 1-4 p.m. The charge
is $15 for adults and is free
of charge for persons age 6
months through 18 years.  

For more information call
the Suwannee County

Health Department at 386-
362-2708.

The Suwannee County
Health Department is locat-
ed at 915 Nobles Ferry Road
in Live Oak.
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 Q: What are salivary glands and what do  they do?
 A: The main job of the salivary glands is to  produce the saliva that lubricates the  mouth. Saliva is mostly water, but also  includes mucous, electrolytes and other  substances. Enzymes in saliva help with  the beginning of the food digestion  process, particularly starches. Saliva also  protects your teeth from decay. In  conjunction with your tongue, saliva allows  you to wash the little food fragments that  might remain in your mouth after eating.
 There are three pairs of major salivary  glands – the parotids, which are in your  cheeks and are the largest; the sublingual,  which are under your tongue, and the  submandibular, which are under your jaw.  Your lips and cheeks also have numerous  minor glands that contribute to what  normally is a constant, small flow of saliva.
 The presence of food – sometimes even  the anticipation of it – can trigger and  excessive amount of saliva. Hence, the  phrase "mouth-watering" to describe a  dish. We use saliva to shape the food we  eat into a ball, called a bolus, for  swallowing. We'd not be able to taste food  were it not for saliva because our taste  buds react only to moist food. Drinking  adequate amounts of water is a good way  to keep your salivary glands healthy.  Dehydration can lead to problems with  them. Talk with your dentist about other  ways to keep your mouth healthy.
 Presented as a service to the community by

 ASK DR. MANTOOTH

 362-6556
 (800) 829-6506

 HERBERT C.
 MANTOOTH, D.D.S., P.A.

 602 Railroad Ave.
 Live Oak, FL

 782954

 SALIVARY GLANDS

 789073 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA
 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS
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 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or
 Sofa & Chair

 $ 429 00

 February Specials

 79
29

09

Heading to the
rodeo

From left: Jeff Parker, Farm Manager; Heather Thompson, First Federal Bank
Live Oak Main Financial Center Manager; Keith Leibfried, First Federal Bank
President & CEO; Stephanie McClendon, First Federal Bank Senior Vice Presi-
dent & Regional Sales Manager; Steve Briscoe, Columbia County Resources,
Inc. President; Lamar Boozer, Columbia County Resources, Inc. Board Director;
and Ranchers.

First Federal Bank of
Florida, along with Colum-
bia County Resources, Inc.,
proudly announces a dona-
tion of 50 tickets to the
Florida Gateway Pro Rodeo
to the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch located in Live Oak.
This is the 16th year First
Federal Bank has partnered
with Columbia County Re-
sources, Inc. to donate tick-
ets to the Boys Ranch.

The Florida Sheriffs
Youth Ranches, Inc. is the
parent organization of the
Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch. The Youth Ranches
is a charitable, non-profit
corporation with a mission
to prevent delinquency and
develop strong, lawful, re-
silient, and productive citi-
zens who will make a posi-
tive contribution to our
communities for years to
come. Because of the Flori-
da Sheriffs Youth Ranches,
these young men and
women are able to face the

future with a sense of di-
rection, ability and hope.
The Youth Ranches oper-
ates four residential pro-
grams: Boys Ranch, Youth
Villa, Youth Ranch/Safety
Harbor, and Youth
Ranch/Bradenton-Saraso-
ta; two camping programs:
Youth Camp and Caruth
Camp; and other family
services around the state.   

For over 50 years First
Federal has been commit-
ted to building vibrant
communities through the
support of education,
sports, the arts and improv-
ing the quality of life for

all. First Federal prides it-
self on being committed to
helping local communities
flourish. Founded in 1962,
First Federal has 18
branches located in Amelia
Island, Bonifay, Bradenton,
Chipley, Dowling Park,
Jasper, Lake City, Live
Oak, Macclenny, Marian-
na, Mayo, Sarasota and
Yulee, Florida. 

If you are interested in
donating to the Florida
Sheriffs Youth Ranches
please call 1-800-765-3797
or visit their website at
www.youthranches.org for
more details.

4-H’ers learn
photography skills 
Brian Estevez
UF/IFS Suwannee County Extension

4-H/Youth Development Agent

The rule of thirds, adjusting the focus,
and shooting from an angle. These were
just some of the topics taught at the 4-H
Photography Workshop on Feb. 6 at the
UF/IFAS Suwannee County Extension Of-
fice. The workshop was led by members of
the Branford Camera Club, the Shutter-
bugs Camera Club in Dowling Park and
Do Good Media. This partnership was cre-
ated to benefit youth as they prepare for 4-
H County Events on March 2, a county-
wide competition in the areas of public
speaking, demonstrations, fashion, talent,
photography and posters.

Youth attending the 4-H Photography
Workshop learned from experienced pho-
tographers about general knowledge and
rules to remember when taking that perfect
picture. After a thorough explanation of
the 4-H contest, youth were split into
groups for more interactive instruction.
Following a brief question and answer ses-
sion, the groups headed outside to practice
their new skills. Youth spent an hour
shooting photos around the Suwannee
County Fairgrounds, and then returned to
the Extension office to show off their work
and receive constructive criticism to make

their pictures perfect.  

Suwannee County 4-H is grateful to the
generosity of the Branford Camera Club,
Shutterbugs Camera Club in Dowling Park
and Do Good Media for helping to fulfill
the 4-H motto of “Making the best, bet-
ter!”. Without partnerships like this, the 4-
H program would not be successful. To
learn more about the Branford Camera
Club, please contact Carolyn Hogue at
386-935-2044; Shutterbugs Camera Club
in Dowling Park, please contact Don Mott
at 386-658-1355; Do Good Media, please
contact Steven Schneitman at 386-362-
2272; and Suwannee County 4-H, please
contact Brian Estevez at 386-362-2771.

Extension programs are open to all peo-
ple regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
disability or national origin.  In accor-
dance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, any person needing a special accom-
modation to participate in any activity
should contact the Suwannee County Co-
operative Extension Service at 1302
Eleventh Street, SW, Live Oak, Florida
32060 or telephone (386) 362 - 2771 at
least five working days prior to the event.
Hearing impaired can access the foregoing
telephone by contacting the Florida Relay
Service at 1 - 800 - 955 - 8770 or 800 - 955
- 8772 (TDD).

4-H'er Kelsey Jandle discusses her photos with Branford Camera Club member Carolyn Hogue.

Branford Camera Club member Skip Weigel helps 4-H'ers take a portrait.

4-H'er Erin Barber displays her photos to Do Good Media members Sarah and Tim Seaton.

VITA
Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance

Confused about tax-
es?

VITA is here to help
low-income, elderly,
disabled and limited
English speaking peo-
ple. We’ll prepare and
file your taxes free.
We’ll E-file so that
you get your refund
faster. We’ll help find
special tax credits that
you may qualify for. 

Contact your local
UF/IFAS Extension

Office today. 
UF/IFAS Extension

Hamilton County
1143 US Highway

41 NW
Jasper, Fla. 32052
Phone: (386) 792-

1276
Fax: (386) 792-6446
Web site:

hamilton.ifas.ufl.edu
VITA contact
Heather Futch
E m a i l :

hfutch@ufl.edu
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