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Taxidermist Newt Mattson chose a peaceful scene for this two-headed calf, born
earlier this year on an Okeechobee dairy. The calf only lived a few minutes.

Last Year: 14.12 feet

Two headed calf born on
Okeechobee dairy farm
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By Katrina Elsken

Lake Levels
11.13 feet

“We had it in the back of the truck and
were going to get rid of it. I stopped and said,
‘how often do you see that’?” recalled Keith
When a rare two-headed calf was born at
Rucks. He decided to preserve the unusual
an Okeechobee dairy, and died just minutes
after birth, the owner started to dispose of it.
See CALF — Page 8
Okeechobee News
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Source: South Florida Water
Management District. Depth given
in feet above sea level
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See RACE — Page 12

Woman’s trust cost her over $6,000
By Eric Kopp

See page 4 for information about
how to contact this newspaper.

Okeechobee News
The Okeechobee County School District’s Race to the Top Grant funding has
been stalled by the negotiation process but
both the district personnel and the teachers’ union representatives indicated they are
making some progress.
Early last week, there was concern that
the district could lose the federal grant funding if they did not meet the Sept. 30 deadline for approval of the teacher evaluation
process. The two sides did not come to an
agreement at their Sept. 28 meeting, but the
Florida Department of Education has given
them a little breathing room by freezing the
funds.
“The Department of Education won’t remove us from the Race to the Top, but they
will not allow us access to the funds until we
complete the requirements,” Okeechobee

Okeechobee News
Bruce Bennett is an elderly and very trusting woman and, because of that, someone she
thought of as a ‘trusted friend’ may have robbed
her of over $6,000.
Mrs. Bennett, 90, claims a total of $6,340 in
cash was stolen from her closet.
“It has hurt me bad—very bad. She took my
money to give to her boyfriend,” Mrs. Bennett
alleged.
But, as it often is when cash is stolen, there
isn’t much a local detective can do to help Mrs.
Bennett.

“I can’t do anything with the case. I can’t
prove that lady took the money. The lady admits
to knowing it was in the shoe,” said Detective
Bettye Taylor of the Okeechobee City Police Department (OCPD). “I’ve interviewed everyone.
The suspect came in, gave us a statement, and
said she didn’t do it.”
On June 3, Mrs. Bennett and her friend went
to a local bank where her friend told a bank teller that Mrs. Bennett wanted $4,000 in cash. Mrs.
Bennett, who lives alone since her husband died
Okeechobee News/Eric Kopp
several years ago, said she was talking to some- Bruce Bennett was shocked to find
See TRUST — Page 6 that several thousand dollars she had
hidden in a jacket was gone.
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International Gold, Silver and Diamond Buyers paying on
the spot for valuables this week in Okeechobee
By Debi Lambert
STAFF WRITER
Okeechobee-area residents are in for a rare treat when the
International Gold, Silver and Diamond Buyers (IGSDB) host
an event here, from October 3rd - 8th, at the Holiday Inn
Express. The company has identified this region as prime
territory for purchasing your precious metals—especially gold
and silver. The IGSDB estimates that local residents have
millions of dollars worth of valuables that they no longer need
or want. That is where the IGSDB comes in—they specialize
in buying those items from local sellers in the U.S., Canada
and Europe.
Items like gold coins, scrap gold, sterling silver and tea
sets also diamond rings are in high demand right now, and
IGSDB is purchasing massive quantities of them on behalf of
their global network of collectors, dealers and refineries.
Currently on an international tour, IGSDB has included
Okeechobee on its list of stops for this week. Residents are
urged to mark their calendar for this special opportunity to
meet one-on-one with gold, silver and diamond specialists.
Because of IGSDB’s low overhead, extensive resources
and massive volume, the company is often able to pay out
more than other dealers and retailers. Many customers are
surprised at how much they are offered for seemingly small
amounts. “I had two bent herringbone necklaces, a class ring,
and some outdated earrings that I brought to a show. I walked
out with $425 in less than 15 minutes,” said a satisfied guest.
Providing an economic boost to each region it visits,
the IGSDB projects to pay out $350,000 at each event—a
testament to the high volume of items they purchase and the
prime prices being paid. Offers are made based on rarity,
numismatic value, condition and market value.
Company spokesman Matthew Enright says, “We just
paid $4,700 for a loose 1.25—carat diamond. Our mission
is to pay local residents on the spot for sterling silverware,
fine jewelry, coins and precious metals—especially silver and
gold.” The company has seen a huge influx of gold lately.
“Customers have been scrambling to cash into the recordhigh value of gold,” adds Enright. For those who are unsure
if their items are genuine gold or silver, or simply costume,
company will test it for free. “The best strategy is to bring all
items to the show for a free evaluation from our specialists.
It always amazes me how a small handful of gold and silver
can turn into hundreds of dollars in just a few moments. We
test, weigh, and buy items right on the spot,” Enright says.
At a recent show, a small—town dentist had a nice
pay day. “I have been collecting dental gold for years from
patients who didn’t want their extracted teeth. It really added
up—my check is for over $31,000!” While most people

don’t have buckets of dental gold at their fingertips, they do
have $750 worth of scrap gold scattered throughout their
homes or mismatched earrings.
In addition to scrap gold, fine jewelry and diamonds,
coins are a big hit. Offers will be made on all coins dated
1970 and earlier—gold coins, silver, silver dollars, half
dollars, quarters, nickels and dimes. Enright explains, “U.S.
coins made before 1965 are worth more than their legal
tender amount because they contain 90% silver. Rare dates
and mint marks can make them even more valuable. We
recently paid $78,000 for an amazing coin collection.
One couple brought in a rusty coffee can filled with silver
coins, sawdust, and a dead spider. The can had been in the
basement for years. We were happy to send them home with
a check for more than $700!”
Okeechobee-area residents should start collecting
their valuables now to bring to the free event, which runs
Monday - Saturday. Deals will be made and money will be
paid on the spot. Attendance is expected to be high, but no
appointment is needed. Enright encourages everyone to take
advantage of this special opportunity to meet directly with
specialists from the International Gold, Silver and Diamond
Buyers. He concludes, “It’s a great chance for people to cash
in their old diamonds, jewelry, coins and scrap gold. This is
a seller’s market, so don’t miss out!”

CHECK IT OUT!
WHO INTERNATIONAL GOLD,

SILVER & DIAMOND BUYERS

WHAT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC TO

SELL THEIR GOLD, SILVER,
DIAMONDS & TREASURES

WHERE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

3101 US HIGHWAY 441 S.
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974

WHEN OCTOBER 3RD - 8TH
MONDAY–FRIDAY 9AM–6PM
SATURDAY 9AM–4PM

DIRECTIONS 863.357.3529
INFORMATION 217.787.7767

Other Items of Interest:
- Costume & Gold Jewelry
- Silver
- Gold Coins
- Wrist & Pocket Watches
- Military Items
- Scrap Gold & Silver
- Diamonds
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City to consider new park at next meeting
If you go ...

By Pete Gawda
Okeechobee News
Okeechobee may soon have a new city
park. At their meeting on Tuesday, city councilmen will discuss a proposed park on Taylor Creek at S.E. Sixth Avenue and S.E. Seventh Street. Councilmen will also look at the
city’s 10-year water supply facilities plan and
a drainage project.
The proposed park would have a beach
volleyball court, a chickee, picnic tables,
a children’s wading pool and other playground features and docks.
In accordance with Florida Statutes, the
councilmen will consider an ordinance that

What: Okeechobee City Council
When: 6 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 4
Where: City Council Chambers,
Okeechobee City Council, 55 S.E.
Third Ave.
will coordinate the city’s comprehensive
plan with South Florida Water Management’s water conservation plans and establish a 10-year water supply facilities work
plan. Under the proposed ordinance the city
cannot issue development orders or permits
unless Okeechobee Utility Authority (OUA)
states that it can provide an adequate pota-

ble water supply. All new development must
connect to OUA water and sewer, if available. When existing developments change
ownership, if OUA water and sewer are
available, they must be utilized.
Councilmen will also consider approval
of funding for the S.W. 21st Street storm sewer project. This project includes removing
existing storm sewer lines and installation
of new drainage features and is expected to
cost $586,856.73. Of that total, 75 percent
would be paid by a grant.
At the Jan. 18, 1955 meeting of the city
council approval was given for the closing
for a section of N.W. Third Ave. However,
the appropriate ordinance to close the street

Okeechobee Main Street plans Halloween Festival
The Seventh Annual Halloween Festival
will be held at the Agri-Civic Center on Monday, Oct. 31, from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Activities will include a costume contest, haunted
house, kid’s korral and over 40 booths of
games, candy and prizes.
Admission and parking are free to the
public!

The Annual Halloween Festival is hosted
in collaboration with Okeechobee Main
Street, Inc., The Children’s Services Council of Okeechobee, the Board of County
Commissioners, the Okeechobee County
Sheriff ’s Office and the City of Okeechobee
Police Department and is provided as a safe
alternative to door-to-door, trick-or-treating.

Okeechobee Weather Forecast
Today: Sunny, with a high near 84. North northeast wind between 5 and 10 mph.
Tonight: Clear, with a low around 61. North northeast wind between 5 and 10 mph.

Extended Forecast
Monday: Sunny, with a high near 86. Northeast wind around 10 mph.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 65. Northeast wind between 5 and 10
mph.
Tuesday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 85. East
northeast wind between 5 and 10 mph.
Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers. Partly cloudy, with a low around 67.
Northeast wind between 5 and 10 mph.
Wednesday: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 87. East
northeast wind between 5 and 15 mph.

Farm Bureau to hold Annual Membership meeting
Okeechobee County Farm Bureau Annual Membership meeting is being held Thursday, Oct. 13, from 6-8 p.m., at the Civic Center on Hwy. 98N. Members are being asked
to bring a covered dish of salad, vegetable or dessert. Steaks, drinks and rolls are being
provided by the Okeechobee County Farm Bureau. Please RSVP by Oct. 5, to the Farm
Bureau Office by calling 863-763-3101.

Roofing with the name you trust!

Sept. 30 - Oct. 6
TH
TH

TH
TH

For Info, Call 763-7202

ROOFING
Residential

& REPAIRS
Commercial

FREE Estimates
Licensed and Insured

St. Lic. CCC046939

Don’t make a Mistake!
Call Big Lake
863-763-ROOF

(7663)

THEATRE I:“DOLPHIN TALES”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. &
Wed. 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00 PG

THEATRE II: “THE HELP”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
PG-13
2:00, & 7:00, Mon. 3:00
“RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES”
Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
PG-13
4:15 & 9:00, Mon. 7:00

THEATRE III:“FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS”

Fri., Tues. & Thurs. 7:00 & 9:00, Sat., Sun. & Wed.
R
2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00, Mon. 3:00 & 7:00

Movie Tickets: Adults - $6.50 • Children 12 & under - $5.00
• Senior Citizens - $5.00 all movies • Matinees - $4.50

Any business or individual who would
like to set up a booth at no charge, volunteer
or donate candy, prizes or monetary donations should contact Cindy Birdashaw at the
Main Street Office (863) 357-6246.
Candy collection boxes are currently at
the following locations: WOKC radio station, SeaCoast North, SeaCoast South, Katie’s Pet Parlor, Ultimate Gamer, Pueblo
Viejo, Okeechobee Golf and Country Club,
Bank of America, Toni’s Chic Boutique, Rustic Style and Cabins and TD Bank. Donations
are graciously accepted and very much appreciated!

was never recorded with the clerk of the
court. Therefore, councilmen will vote on
the appropriate ordinance Tuesday night.
The mayor is scheduled to proclaim
the week of Oct. 5 as International Walk to
School Week in the city.
Deputy City Clerk Melisa Jahner will be
receive Certified Municipal Clerk accreditation.
The council is scheduled to consider a
request from Okeechobee Main Street for
temporary street and sidewalk closings on
Dec. 9 and 10 for the Annual Christmas Festival and Parade.

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists
• Metal & Shingle Roofs
• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
State Lic.#CCC1327338

863-357-3838
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Reflections from the pulpit

Public Forum/Speak Out
Speak Out has moved online, where
it is quicker and easier to share your
ideas and converse with others. Go to
www.newszap.com, click on the community name and your local or state
Public Forum. There, you can create
new topics or comment on existing
topics. What follows is a sampling of
some of the discussions currently taking place. Thanks for participating!

Lake level
• There is no one optimum level for the
lake. It needs highs and lows to be healthy.
If you talk to the biologists, most will say the
11 to 14 feet schedule is probably the best
for the fisheries. When the lake gets low in
the dry season, the vegetation grows around
the edges and then when it is higher and
that area is flooded, it provides cover for the
young fish. Before the dike was built, the
lake spread out over a much larger area.
The dike contained it and so the water gets
deeper and if it is too deep, it drowns out
the vegetation and leaves the fish no where
to spawn and no cover. The 15-17 ft. schedule they had back in the early 80s nearly destroyed the fisheries. The droughts helped
the fish populations come back because it
created the needed spawning areas around
the edges of the lake. From the photos I have
seen in the paper lately of fishing tournaments, it looks like the fishing is good right
now. If the problem is getting the boats out
there, then why not look at building longer
ramps or digging some deeper navigation
canals.

Trash
• My husband and I enjoy going to public
places in the county such as Nubbin Slough,
Lock 7 and along the Kissimmee River. But
more and more lately we are disgusted by
the amount of trash that is left in these public
places. There are beer bottles, dirty diapers
and even bags of trash that appears to come
from someone’s home just thrown on the
ground. Obviously these people were not
raised properly. There is no reason to leave
trash all over these lovely places where others go to enjoy nature. Okeechobee County
has mandatory garbage pickup. All they have
to do is leave their bags of garbage in front
of their homes by the road on trash day. We
all already pay for this service. Please do not
litter in our county parks. We go there to see
the water, the birds and the alligators—not
your trash.

Stop ethanol use

Don’t die wondering…

• The government should not be making
laws requiring us to use ethanol in our gas
tanks. Ethanol harms our engines and also
is a poor use for corn, a food crop. If more
corn is used for ethanol, that is less that
can be exported that depend on the United
States for their food supply. A reduction in
exports is bad for the country, which already
has a trade deficit.
• Every dollar we spend on Ethanol is one
less dollar that the foreign countries get from
their oil to use for tearing down the USA!
• Ethanol can be made from many sources, such as material left from squeezing oranges and I believe even from sugar cane. If
it weren’t for government controls we could
grow all the corn we want to and ship whatever amount we want to other countries and
still have enough for our own cornflakes,
without people seizing every story and opportunity to increase prices.
• I have long been against adding ethanol to fuel. Ethanol provides far fewer BTUs
of energy than petroleum fuel (makes a hidden energy tax in every gallon), increases
the amount of water in fuels (alcohol is
hygroscopic, it attracts water, which then
accumulates at the bottom of fuel tanks
and causes corrosion) and makes fuel less
stable over time (problem for vehicles not
used regularly, such as boats. lawn mowers,
collector cars). Ehanol also dries out rubber hoses and gaskets, particularly in older
model vehicles; this can lead to fuel leaks
and maybe even fires. Further, these reasons
do not even touch upon the political boondoggle of ethanol subsidies which we all pay
for in taxes.

By Elder Cary McKee

Debit card fees
• I saw on the news that some larger
banks plan to start charging a $5 a month
fee to use your debit card, starting the first of
the year. I think that is going too far. If they
start charging to use the debit card, I will either start carrying cash or else find a new
bank. They need to rethink this plan now,
before they lose all their customers.

Stop for school buses
• I think everyone needs a Huge reminder of
what those yellow then red lights mean on
the school buses! At my elementary school
stop, I have people flying through the lights
and if my son had to cross the road, he
would have been dead yesterday.

More 2 LIfe
2Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, If any man
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold the new has come.”
(II Corinthians 5:17)
Now I want you to read it again, and
again, and again. Now here is the question
of the day, really the question of your life, are
you a new creation? Hopefully you saw one
in the mirror this morning, but if you are not
sure, don’t die wondering!
The head football coach at Wheaton College in Illinois is a man named Mike Swider.
I heard him share this story of many years
ago, when he was competing in the Iron
Man Triathlon in Hawaii. Of course extreme
events such as this one draw a wide variety
of people along with a wide variety of motivational sayings, slogans, banners, and T
shirts. Mike said he was just nearing the end
of a particularly grueling stretch of the race,
when he began to close in on a man with
these words printed in large letters across
the back of his sweat filled shirt, DON’T DIE
WONDERING! Of course that saying can get
our competitive juices flowing as it applies
to our athletic endeavors and maybe even
inspire us to get up off the couch. But it has
application in our spiritual lives that carries
much more weight than that.
One day every one of us, should the Lord
tarry, is going to die. It may be quick and unexpected, or it may be when you are old and
feeble. It may be tomorrow, or it may be in
50, 60, or even 70 years, but we all have in
common the fact that we will one day take
our last breath here on earth. One day your
friends and family are going to gather, some
preacher is going to say a few words, everyone is going to cry, they are going to lower
you into the ground, drop some dirt on you,
and everyone else is going to go someplace
and have fried chicken and potato salad
along with your favorite dessert. At that time
all of the important decisions in your life will
have already been made, your earthly life
lived, your impact made, your legacy left,
and your destiny decided. What will happen
to you at that point? Don’t die wondering!
Now I would like to ask you a question
that will lead you to not having to won-
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der at that point, have you truly been born
again? Well you might say, I prayed a prayer
once when I was little. You might even say
I got baptized when I was a kid. You might
even say yes, I believe in God, or that we
always went to church when I was younger. But none of those things answers the
question—have you truly been born again.
Let’s refer back to II Corinthians 5:17. When
you prayed that prayer, did it change you?
Are you a new creation? Has the old passed
away and has the new come, or did you just
go right on living the same way you always
did, confident because your mama keeps reminding you that you got saved when you
were 6. But your momma can’t answer that
question for you. A relationship with Christ
is real and personal and it will change you!
So are you a new creation? If you were
suddenly taken over by the most, vile demon in hell, do you think it would change
you? Well of course it would. If today, the
Holy Spirit of the Most High God came into
your life, do you believe that would change
you? YES! There will be without a doubt, a
change in your life if you are a new creation.
It will be evident not only to you but to all
around you.
Do you wonder where you will end up?
Well don’t die wondering! You can know
today! Acts 4:12 reminds us that there is no
other way to not wonder, other than to have
a relationship with Jesus Christ. How can you
do that, you simply receive Him. John 1:12
says that as many as received Him, to them
He gave the right to become the children
of God. How do I receive him? Salvation is
free, but you must let go to take hold… Like
a man swinging from one trapeze bar to the
next, you must let go of one to take hold
of the other. To take hold of the Lord with
both hands I must let go of my sin. Turning
away and taking hold… that is called repentance. (Acts 3:19-20) I would challenge you
this morning to simply say, Lord I need you,
this world has nothing for me. I know I am
a sinner, I am carrying around the weight
of my sin, please take it from me and wash
me clean, I want to follow you. If you mean
business with Him then He means business
with you. Don’t die wondering, if you are
not his child, today could be the day of your
salvation.

Our Purpose…

The Okeechobee News is published by Independent
Newspapers of Florida. Independent is owned by a
unique trust that enables this newspaper to pursue a
mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company
is able to thrive on profit margins below industry standards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in
Independent’s mission of journalistic service,
commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s
deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge…
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to
live and work, through our dedication to
conscientious journalism.
• To provide the information citizens need to make
their own intelligent decisions about public issues.

• To report the news with honesty, accuracy,
purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity,
fearlessness and compassion.
• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community
debate, not to dominate it with our own opinions.
• To disclose our own conflicts of interest or
potential conflicts to our readers.
• To correct our errors and to give each correction
the prominence it deserves.
• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.
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Woman of the Year in Ag nominations open
The Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services (DACS) has issued a
call for Floridians to submit nominations for
the 2011 Woman of the Year in Agriculture
Award.
The award, given by the Department in
conjunction with the Florida State Fair Authority, recognizes one woman each year
who has made a significant contribution
to Florida agriculture. The award has been
granted to 27 women since 1985, including Jo Ann Smith (1985), Vina Jean Banks
(1999) and Ann Holt (2010)
The 2010 Woman of the Year in Agriculture, Ann Holt, was recognized for her contributions to the sweet corn industry over
the past 40 years, her membership in numerous agricultural associations and non-profit
groups and overall leadership in the agricultural community, especially in educating
Florida’s urban residents about the benefits
farming brings to the state.
Nominees for the award must be at least
25 years of age, be active in the agriculture
industry and have resided in the state of Florida for the past 10 consecutive years. In addition, she must serve her community in some
professional and/or civic capacity and have
made some unique or outstanding contribution to the agriculture industry.
The deadline to submit nominations for
the 2011 Woman of the Year in Agriculture
Award is Nov. 15. The recipient will be announced in early December and honored
at the Salute to Women in Agriculture lun-

Angel Food Ministries
Angel Food Ministries is available for
anyone seeking to stretch their budget!
Everyone is eligible! First Baptist Church
of Okeechobee is a distribution site, call
863-763-2171, for complete information.
Better yet, check out the website, sample
menu, order and pay on-line and pick up
your food on the appointed day. http://
www.angelfoodministries.com/about/

Water Conservation Day
Okeechobee Presbyterian Church,
312 N. Parrott Ave, will host a Water Conservation Day in conjunction with South
Florida Water Management District as
part of the morning worship at 10 a.m.
on Sunday, Oct. 9.

Sales:
Monday at 12 p.m.
Tuesday at 11 a.m.

Okeechobee
Livestock Market
U.S. 98 North, Okeechobee
(863) 763-3127

cheon on Feb. 13 at the 2012 Florida State
Fair in Tampa.
For more information about the program
or to download the 2011 nomination application, visit http://www.florida-agriculture.
com/agwoman/.

For more information about the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
visit www.FreshFromFlorida.com or follow
Commissioner Putnam on Facebook, Twitter, or Google+.

Okeechobee Livestock Market Report
Sept. 26-27, 2011
Cows
Breaking 45.00
66.00
Cutter
45.00
66.00
Canner
52.00
55.00
Bulls
1000-1500 61.00
76.00
1500-2000 58.00
78.00
Monday Tuesday
Calves
555
995
Cows
97
195
Str
9
13
Hfrs
4
13
Bulls
5
16
Yrlngs
42
40
Mix
37
124
Total
749
1396

Med #1
200-250
250-300
300-350
350-400
400-450
450-500
550-600
600-650
Med #2
200-250
250-300
300-350
350-400
400-450
We’re

big fall runs yet. Don’t know
if we will or not. Calf prices
stayed about steady, lighter
weights and heifers were
$1-3 lower. Cows and Bulls
keep falling a little bit every
week, off $1-2 this week.
Lykes Bros. topped the calf
market this week with a
high of $1.90, bought by
D&S. Seminole Tribe and
Steers
Hfrs Legg Cattle topped the cow
125-165 115-128 market with a high of $66,
125-150 110-126 bought by Central. Graham
115-137 104-120 Angus bull sale, on Friday,
114-131 100-116 Oct. 14.
See ya next week,
106-125 97-110
Todd
not having those
Steers
160-185
150-176
130-150
122-140
116-132
114-128
111-124
110-119

Hfrs
126-142
122-135
116-130
110-126
105-124
104-116
100-110
97-111

Choose how you want
your news published
Put yourself in print! 100 words and one photo for only $25!

Publish Your News today!
Just visit www.newszap.com,
click on your community,
and then on the link
for Publish Your News.

We pledge to operate our
newspaper as a public
trust.
We believe journalists are
nothing
more
than
guardians of every citizen’s right to a free press.
We have no authority to
compromise,
bargain
away or dishonor the principles underlying the First
Amendment.
We don’t play loose with
the facts. We give notice to
your opinions, not ours.
We encourage vigorous
discussion of public issues,
but try to keep everybody’s comments within
the bounds of fair play.
How are we doing?
Let us know by emailing
feedback@newszap.com
or calling your editor.

Community Service
Through Journalism
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Community Events

TRUST

OCIA to plan MLK celebration

Continued From Page 1

OCIA (Okeechobee Community Improvement Association) will have its monthly meeting on Monday,
Oct. 3. at 7 p.m. at the Douglas Brown Community Center. We ask any person, organizations, churches, groups,
etc. who would like to attend, to come and join us. We
are planning the 2012 M.L.K. Jr. celebration and we are
asking for any suggestions or assistance with making
this celebration a success. If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact any of the following: George Roberson, president, at 863-610-0973; Bertha
Boswell, vice-president, at 863-763-4823; or, Rita Jones,
secretary, at 772-380-3518. Your help is appreciated!

one else and was not paying attention to what the woman was doing.
The two women returned to Mrs.
Bennett’s home where the friend
‘hid’ the cash in an orthopedic boot
in Mrs. Bennett’s closet. Mrs. Bennett said the woman then gave her
$1,800 in cash and, apparently, kept
the rest.
Several days later Mrs. Bennett
looked in the boot only to find that
the cash was gone.
Then, on June 23, Mrs. Bennett
and her friend returned to the bank
to get some more cash.
“I didn’t ask her to go, she just
went because she wanted to,” said
Mrs. Bennett.
She withdrew $4,140.71 and took
it home where she hid the money
in a jacket in her closet. About two
weeks later, Mrs. Bennett went to the
closet only to find her money was
gone.
She then called the woman, who
had befriended her about 11 or 12
years ago, and asked her about the
missing money. She denied taking it.
“But, no one’s been in my closet
but she and I,” Mrs. Bennett said.
“And, there’s no one here but when
I’m here.”
However, said Detective Taylor,
there were apparently other people
in and out of Mrs. Bennett’s home
during the time the money was supposedly hidden in her closet.
“She had neighbors and another
lady who has a key to her house, and
had her grandkids sleep over. She
had multiple people in there,” said
the OCPD investigator. “The problem
is, we don’t know who else was in
there and who got into her shoes or
her jacket. I feel bad—I hate it when
I can’t resolve something.”
Unfortunately, because they live
alone and are often times lonely, the
elderly can become easy prey.
“They’re lonely. They’re the ones
who get preyed on, and I don’t know
how you stop that because they’re so
vulnerable,” said local attorney Tom
Conely, who often helps the elderly
with their wills and other personal

Democratic council to meet
The Okeechobee Democratic Executive Council will
be meeting in a workshop session on Thursday, Oct. 6,
at 6 p.m. in the Beef O’Brady’s meeting room. Anyone
interested in joining the group is welcome to attend.

ConKerr Cancer sit & sew
ConKerr Cancer’s mission is to provide children with
cancer or other life changing illnesses a feeling of warmth,
love and a smile through the simple gift of a pillowcase.
Our next ConKerr Cancer “sit & sew” will be held on
Tuesday, Oct. 4, from 10:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. This will
be held at the Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N.
Parrott Avenue. Bring your sewing machine and fabric
and sew with other ladies in our community who want to
help make a difference to a sick child.

Shrine Club plans dinners
Back for another season, the Okeechobee Shrine Club
offers a delicious spaghetti dinner every Tuesday from 4 to
7 p.m. starting on Oct. 4. The dinners now offer SMOKE
FREE dining. Music is provided from 5 to 8 p.m. for your
listening and dancing pleasure. All proceeds go to Shrine
benefits which include the Shriners Hospital, the Shriners
Burn Center and scholarships. For more information, contact the Shrine Club at 863-763-3378.

Hospice plans yard sale
Hospice of Okeechobee’s yard sales in October will be
Wednesday, Oct. 5 and Thursday, Oct. 6 and Wednesday
Oct. 19, and Thursday, Oct. 20, from 8am until noon. The
yard sale is located at the corner of SE 4th Street and SE
3rd Ave. Donations are accepted Monday thru Friday 8am
to noon. For information call 467-2321 or see ther web
page www.hospiceofokeechobee.org and click on Events
tab.
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matters. “They’re lonely and they
want a confidant. But, sometimes
that confidence is misplaced.”
Mr. Conely said when he deals
with elderly people he likes to talk to
them one-on-one and in a quiet fashion. He said this allows him to feel
sure that they know what they’re doing and what they’re talking about.
He said he also wants to know what
medications they’re taking.
When asked how the elderly can
be protected from those who thrive
on taking advantage of them, Mr.
Conely said he didn’t know.
“There’s almost no answer to that,
because even if I counsel them that’s
not going to stop it from happening
again—they’re still vulnerable,” he
said. “It would certainly help them if
they had a confidant to speak with,
like an attorney or accountant.”
Many times, added the local attorney, the elderly will encounter an
unscrupulous ‘friend’ who will make
out a will for them. Then, the friend
tells them to sign it and they do so
because of their misplaced trust.
But for a will to be legal, he added, there must be two witnesses and
neither witness can benefit from the
will.
The OCPD detective suggested
that the elderly leave their cash in
the bank and only take out what they
need on a daily basis. She went on
to say that the elderly should be very
cautious about what documents they
sign and that they shouldn’t sign anything until someone else, preferably
an attorney, goes over it.
“They’re (the elderly) susceptible
to ‘friends’ who want to help them,”
said Detective Taylor. “I just think
they played on her (Mrs. Bennett)
fears and she made some bad mistakes.”
Mrs. Bennett has not only lost
someone she considered a friend
and a large amount of cash but she’s
been left, alone, to pay for her mistake. Financially, she indicated, she’s
getting by.
“I’m doing the best I can,” she
said. “But, it about killed me.”
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our EZPay
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Internet.
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subscriptions)

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

For ONLY $6.00 a month
EZPay is simplicity personified. It is
the most convenient way to pay for
your subscription. Once it’s set up,
it’s automatic every month. And with
no bills, no checks and no mail,
EZPay is kind to the environment.
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Community Guide: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=65039&pagenum=1
Medical Directory: http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?&secid=59786&pagenum=1
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Visit:
https://circulation.newszap.com/
Email:
readerservices@newszap.com
Call: 800-282-8586

It’s all about you, your news, your
neighbors, your life
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October is national Breast
Cancer Awareness Month
Each October much awareness is generated regarding Breast Cancer awareness,
early detection and fundraising in honor of
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. According to the American Cancer Society, Breast
Cancer is the second most common cancer
in women and the second deadliest. Although the death rates from Breast Cancer
have been going down, most likely due to
early detection and improved treatments,
the odds of a woman having invasive breast
cancer sometime during her life are a little
less than 1 in 8, according to the American
Cancer Society.
The American Cancer Society’s guidelines for improved chances of early detection and successful treatment of Breast Cancer, include:
• Annual mammograms for women 40
and older;
• Clinical breast exams at least every 3
years for women in their 20s and 30s and annually for women in their 40s and beyond;
• Breast self-exams; and,
• MRIs for women at high risk (women
who are at high risk have at least a 25 percent lifetime risk of breast cancer).
A mammogram is an x-ray of the breast.
A screening mammogram is used to look for
breast disease in women who do not seem
to have breast problems. A mammogram

can also be used when women have symptoms such as a lump, skin change, or nipple
discharge. This is called a diagnostic mammogram. Diagnostic mammograms are
also used to follow-up abnormal screening
mammograms.
Your physician can write an order for you
to receive a mammogram. Raulerson Hospital’s Radiology Department performs digital
mammograms in the outpatient building
just north of the Hospital (blue-roof bldg).
To schedule your mammogram, contact
1-877-331-7027. Raulerson Hospital’s Radiology Department is accredited by the American College of Radiology in all five imaging
modalities. We look forward to providing
services that help provide early detection.
To learn more about women’s health issues, join us for the 2011 Women’s Health
Luncheon, sponsored by Raulerson Hospital. The luncheon will be held on Friday, Oct.
7, at Indian River State College’s Williamson
Conference Center (in the Raulerson Hospital Auditorium). Seating will begin at 11:30
a.m. and women’s health presentations by
Dr. James Bradfield and Dr. Philip Moyer will
begin at noon. The event is free, to RSVP
contact: 1-800-449-8642.

This September Raulerson
Hospital was recognized as
a top performing hospital
in The Joint Commission’s
Top Performers on Key
Quality Measures Program.

Some Of Our Services Available Include:
Emergency Care
Radiology
Rehabilitation
Surgical Services

Accident Victims...

Call Us First!

Special to the Okeechobee News/Raye
Duesinger

Blood Roundup
planned
Nurse on Call Manager, Judy Cracraft, presents Okeechobee Blood
Roundup’s Raye Deusinger with
a check in support of this year’s
efforts to get 600 units of blood
on Nov. 19 and 20. Prizes will be
awarded to the groups bringing in
the largest number of donors.

KOA to host Annual Boots
and Pearls Gala
Okeechobee KOA will host the 6th Annual Boots & Pearls Gala on Friday, Oct. 14, beginning at 6 p.m., with a social hour. Dinner
at 7 p.m. with music and dancing by Chris
MacArthur and The Florida Cracker boys.
Tickets are available at Eli’s Western Wear.
For information, please call 863-763-2984.

X-ray, Ultrasound, MRI, CAT Scan, and Nuclear Medicine
Including Physical Therapy, Speech Therapy, & Occupational Therapy
Including Colon/Rectal Surgery, Ear Nose & Throat Surgery, Endoscopic Surgery,
General Surgery, Gynecology, Orthopedic, Podiatry, Stereotactic Breast Surgery,
TIF (for chronic heartburn), Vascular Surgery and Urology

1796 Hwy 441 North Okeechobee, FL 34972 • (863) 763-2151 • RaulersonHospital.com
For a Free Physician Referral & Healthcare Questions, Call CONSULT-A-NURSE ® at 1-800-449-8642
To schedule an appointment contact 877-331-7027.

FREE Consultation
Se Habla Español

Phones answered
24 Hours, 7 days-a-week!
1120 S. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974

467-7100
www.crashinjuries.com

• Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
• We Service All Brands
• 1 Year Guarantee on Replacement Parts
• 24/7 Emergency Service
• FREE Estimates & Second Opinions
on Equipment Replacements
• Senior Citizen Discounts

Twenty-four hours, seven days a week, Emergency Room care

Raulerson Hospital will become a tobacco-free campus effective November 1, 2011.

• Tractor Trailer Crashes
• Auto Crashes
• Motorcycle Crashes
• Wrongful Death

FPL

PARTICIPATING
INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTOR
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CALF
Continued From Page 1
creature by having it mounted by a local
taxidermist.
The Holstein calf was born with two complete heads, two backbones that joined just
above the tail head, four legs and one tail.
Mr. Rucks said they had no idea there was
a problem with the calf until the cow went
into labor. With the cow showing signs of
distress, the dairy called in veterinarian
“Doc” Jim Harvey. When he examined the
cow, he realized the baby had two heads.
He performed an emergency Cesarean section to save the cow’s life.
The calf was alive when it was born, said
Mr. Rucks. It was breathing, but it died after
a few minutes, he said.
At first their concern was primarily for
the cow, Mr. Rucks explained. But when he
started to dispose of the calf ’s body, he decided it should be preserved.
Mr. Rucks said his wife is not in favor of
keeping the mounted calf in their home.
“We might put it somewhere for people
to see,” he said.
“It’s pretty rare,” he said. “Jim Harvey
had never delivered one before.”
Local taxidermist Newt Mattson said it
was the first domestic bovine he has worked
on, although he has mounted wild animals
such as a Cape Buffalo.
The finished mount presents the calf lying
down but awake. One head looks toward
some flowers while the other head focuses

It
pays
to
bank
with

on a butterfly that has landed on its nose.
Courtney Davis at the Okeechobee Extension Office said two-headed calves are the result of twins that fail to separate completely.
It is similar to Siamese twins in humans. The
condition, known as Polyceplaly, is a congenital defect, which can be caused by environment or genetic factors, she explained.
While there are no statistics available for the
incidence of two-headed calves, the incidence of all congenital defects in calves is
about .2 to 3.5 percent, she continued.
She said two-headed calves do not live
very long. There was a recorded case of
one that lived for several weeks, and even
fed with both heads. “But all recorded cases
have died as babies,” she said. “You don’t
see any two-headed cows.”

Savings
Stacked
High.
REAL HIGH..

Receive up to
$1,650 in Rebates*
with the purchase of a qualifying
Lennox® Home Comfort System

AND up to $500 in
Federal Tax Credits**
OR

Pet of the Week

Okeechobee News/Katrina Elsken

The two-headed Holstein calf was alive
and breathing when it was delivered
by C-section, but it died a few minutes
later. The veterinarian was able to save
the mother cow.

Sweetie is a Miniature Pinscher
with a wonderful disposition. She is
a tiny girl with a beautiful red color
and would be a great addition to
any adult home. She is available for
adoption at Okeechobee Humane
Society/Pet Rescue on Highway 98,
next door to the Livestock Market.
For more information, contact Humane Society Pet Rescue Florida,
at 863-357-1104.

Habla Español (877) 834-6376
Federally insured by NCUA.

Emory Walker Company
(863) 763-6742
208 S.W. 5th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Okeechobee’s Longest-Established
Lennox Dealer Since 1975

CAC014022
Offer expires 12/2/2011. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of
qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.
gov for more information. ***See dealer for details or visit Lennox.com. © 2011
Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox
dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

Limited Time Offer

Free
Checking
No tricks, no angles, no hidden
fees – just a checking account
that offers you everything
you need – FOR FREE!

77

$

with your new FREE Checking
account or On-The-Go
Mobile Banking account1
Direct Deposit required.

• No minimum balance requirement
• Free Debit Card
• Free Debit Card Rewards

• Free Online Banking
with Online Bill Payment

• Free eStatement and more!

On-The-Go
Mobile Banking

An account geared for those who
live with nothing but a few cards in their
pocket and a smartphone within reach at all times.

2

We’ll $
pay YOU

each
month.

• No minimum opening deposit
• Free Photo Debit Card
• Free Mobile Banking
• Free eStatement
• Minimum 10 debit card
transactions to earn $2

www.midﬂorida.com

(866) 913-3733

Special Financing Available***

Special to the Okeechobee News/Humane
Society Pet Rescue

PLUS! Get a free
photo debit card
with your new
checking account.3

OKEECHOBEE 3261 U.S. Hwy. 441 S.
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A $5 minimum savings account is required for membership
with MIDFLORIDA. Credit approval required. 1. Offer valid as of October 1, 2011
and may be cancelled without notice. To qualify for the $77 cash incentive, you must open a checking account of
any type except Freedom or RT4T. $50 minimum deposit required. Anyone who has held a checking account with MIDFLORIDA in the past
will not qualify for the $77 incentive. To get $77 incentive you must sign up for direct deposit (minimum $500) within 30 days of account opening. $77 will
be deposited to account following first direct deposit transaction. 2. For the account to qualify as On-The-Go Mobile Banking, you must accept and open online
banking, eStatement, eNotice and a debit card and requires mobile banking access using an iPhone or Android phone. To receive the $2 per month incentive, you must
complete at least 10 debit card purchase transactions. ATM transactions will not apply. 3. Free photo debit card not available with new Freedom Banking accounts.

iPhone or Android
smartphone required.

2
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Special to the Okeechobee News/EES

Students achieving excellence

Special to the Okeechobee News/CES

Students of the Week
Central Elementary School is pleased to announce the names of the Students of the Week for the week of Sept. 19. In kindergarten are: Juan Aguirre, Clayton Thompson, Gaury Duran, Dosselena Flores, Alyna Kane, Priscilla Velasquez; first grade: Alejandro Liberato, Hunter Collins, Vicente
Torres, Joshua King, Aiden Christensen; second graders: Corey Brown,
Dylan Gabor, Jose Pineda, Melissa Mojica, Stephanie Yanez, Jasmine Nell;
third grade: Hubert Jenkins, Yuliana Licea, Aracely Cisneros, Sophia Galleto, Madison Lamb, Tim Mejia; fourth grade: Jorge Romero, Julian Tinajero,
Mason Burke, Raith Sales and Bryan Leal.

Everglades Elementary School Students of the Week for Sept. 12-16 are
achieving excellence in the classroom: kindergarten: Alicia Johnson, Alyssa
Stoddard, Nathaly Brandt, Demetrio Flores; first grade: Zane Hawk, Jacob
Tumoszwicz, Alicia Delgado, Seth Bohannon, Shelby Wooten, Senon Anselmo; second grade: Holt Jones, Maria Hernandez, James Hamilton, Tiadora
Sontay-Perez, Blake Joyner, Yadhira Martines; third grade: Rion Ernst, Sophie Carty, Anya Collick, Sadie Lamb, Lila Pendarvis, Maria Campos; fourth
grade: Ruby Hernandez, Daniel Meza, Destiny Haney, Alexandria Boone,
Josmar Estrada: fifth grade Yessenia Ramirez, Christopher Sarabia, Enoc
Leon, Monica Luna and Ariel Girardi (some not pictured.)

Water Conservation Day
Okeechobee Presbyterian Church, 312 N. Parrott Ave, will host a Water Conservation Day in conjunction with South Florida Water Management District as part of the
morning worship at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 9. In addition to local issues, particular
emphasis will be given to areas of the world such as Haiti, that have recently faced
water challenges.

Snapper & Dolmar
a
products come with
2 year warranty!

www.GilbertGolfCars.com
GilbertGolfCars@Hotmail.com

(863) 763.6434

SNAPPER & GOLF CARS
315 S. Parrot Ave. Okeechobee FL 34974

NANCING FOR UP TO 36
6 MONTHS
% APR FIN
.

Snapper Mowers

Dolmar Handheld Equipment
MH2556 Hedgetrimmer

MS22 Weedeater

MS245.4 Weedeater

21hp 42in 150Z
Residential

26hp 52in 285z
Residential

$549

$199

$249

$2,699

$3,199

PE251 Edger

PB7601 Backpack Blower

PB251 Handheld Blower

26hp 48in S50x
Commercial

26hp 52in S150x
Commercial

$339

$399

$189

$4,499

$6,999

PS45-14 Chainsaw

PS6400 Chainsaw

P5105 Chainsaw

28hp 61in S200x
Commercial

$199

$449

$399

$7,499
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with your smart
phone to save our
contact info directly
to your phone!
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Minimal regatta honors
memory of Adam Bryant
spired by an event he saw in Key West.
A minimal regatta is a home made boat
race, which will be held Saturday, Oct. 8,
in Taylor Creek, just south of the City Boat
Ramp at 701 S.E. Sixth Ave. Because of the
number of boats, the check in time has been
moved from the previously announced time
of 9 a.m. to 8 a.m.
The only materials that can be used are
one 4’ x 8’ sheet of plywood, 24 feet of 2” x
4” lumber, one pound of nails and one 60yard roll of duct tape. Paint may be used.
Calking, urethane or adhesives may not be
used. Decorative materials such as rope and
cloth may be used as long as they do not
contribute to the structural integrity or water
seal of the boat.
Because of the number of entries (55 as
of Sept. 23) there are two divisions: 15 and
below and 16 and up. Each division will
have a prize for the fastest and a prize for
the best theme. On the morning of the regatta, there will be activities to
keep small children occupied.
Taylor Rental is providing a
bounce house and there will
be a magician on hand.
Parking will be at Grace
Brethren Church, 701 S. Parrott Ave., and shuttle service
will be provided by Gilbert
Golf Cars.
Mr. Mixon hopes to make
this an annual event. Next
year he would like to do it at
Okee-Tantie Campground and
Marina. He said the boat ramp
area at Okee-Tantie would be
perfect for such an event.
For more information, call
Special to the Okeechobee News Mr. Mixon at 864-634-1778
These are examples of the type of boat that will com- or Adam Homer at 863-801pete in the Adam Bryant Minimal Regatta.
0999.

By Pete Gawda

Okeechobee News
“This has turned into much more than I
thought it would,” said J. D. Mixon, originator of the Adam Bryant Minimal Regatta.
He wanted to honor his friend, the late
Adam Bryant, who passed away in 2004 as
the result of spinal cord injury, with a scholarship fund raising event. The event had to
be something that exemplified Mr. Bryant,
whom Mr. Mixon called a “free spirit.” Mr.
Mixon wanted it to be an event Mr. Bryant
would be proud of.
Mr. Mixon hopes to earn $6,000 for a
scholarship to send an Okeechobee resident
to fire fighting school. His friend was a volunteer firefighter for the city and was attending fire fighting school before his accident.
The event is sponsored by the Kiwanis
Club of Okeechobee.
“This is all for fun,” Mr. Mixon said.
The idea for the minimal regatta was in-

BIRTHS

CHANCE CARTER SHOCKLEY

B

efore I formed you in my womb, I knew you! Before you
were born, I set you apart.. Jeremiah 1:5. God answered
our prayers on September 12th 2011 at 8:06 am. with all
of God’s grace in one little face. Chance Carter Shockley, 8 lbs.
14 oz. 21” long, is welcomed into our hearts, into our home, by
his loving parents Michael & Danielle Shockley of Okeechobee,
Fla. Siblings, Colby, Justin & Bryson Shockley; maternal grandparents are, Sam and Dana Boris of Pahokee, Fla; and paternal grandparents are, Rodney Shockley of Cornwell, Fla. and
Toni Warburton of Okeechobee, Fla. A baby ﬁlls a spot within
your heart, you never knew was empty!

Savings Stacked High.
REAL HIGH.
H.

Receive up to $1,650 in Rebates*
with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

AND up to $500 in Federal Tax Credits**
OR

12-Month, No Payments,
Deferred Interest Financing***

467-1545

Our focus is to make you comfortable!
Serving the entire lake area for more than 25 years.
CAC029420
Offer expires 12/2/2011. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more
information. ***See dealer for details. © 2011 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and
operated businesses.
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AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS!!!

Stinnett,
Stinnett,, Inc.

www.inkwell4ink.com

Serving Okeechobee Since 1969

Residential & Commercial

909 So. Parrott Ave
Okeechobee

• Painting

863

• Walll Coverings
• Pressuree Cleaning

• Sandd Blasting
Lic. #1406-01

(863)763-5251

(863)634-0614

357-4INK
4465

License
AL11944

• VIP Discounts

Diane Wood, RN
Administrator

nd

203 SE 2 St. Okeechobee
Phone: 863-824-6770

Tattoos & Piercings

www.grandoaks.org

Tree Locators, Inc.

“Don’t Destroy Nature When You Can Recreate It”
- Plants
- Manufactured Stone
-Trees
- Design
- Natural Stone
- Installation
- Decorative Gravel
- Full Garden Center
16162 Hwy 441 N. Okeechobee, FL 34972

863-763-7736
Fax 863-763-8730
treelocators@aol.com

Lori C. Berger

New Fashions
& Accessories

Exclusive Agent
Allstate Insurance Company
800 S. Parrott Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Phone 863-467-1265
24-Hour
Fax 863-467-1085
Customer Service
Cell 863-634-8437
AO58810@Allstate.com
Auto • Home • Life • Retirement

Serving the entire lake area for 25 years

“Our Focus Is To Make You Comfortable”

FREE Estimates
Sales • Service • Installation
St. Lic. CACO29420

467-1545

Place your
business card
here

Ladies Collegiate
Wear

Accepting Select
Consignment
By Appt. Only

863.532.1077

e Automotive
c
i
o
h
C & Custom Exhaust

Computer Diagnostics • Exhaust • A/C Service
• Brakes • Window Motors • Tune Ups • Welding
• Engine Mechanics

863-467-6633

Free Estimates
Lic #1862
Lic #10355

A FULL SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY

Located Behind Rita’s

Don’t Make the Wrong Choice!

Licensed and Insured

Place your
business card
here

704 NE 2nd Ave.
Okeechobee, FL

Affordable Term Life Insurance
Rates shown as non tobacco preferred

30yr old male
40yr old male
50yr old male

250k
250k
250k

$11.31 per month
$14.57 per month
$30.89 per monthh

Contact Adam Homer
863.467.4522 office • 863.801-0999 cell
American Owned & Operated
Wooden
items
made on
store
premises
by artist
L. Wilson

3077 Hwy 70 East • Okeechobee
863-801-6702

Place your
business card
here
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Serving the communities
southNews
of Lake Okeechobee
Okeechobee

RACE
Continued From Page 1
Superintendent of Schools Ken Kenworthy
explained.
Mr. Kenworthy said they need to reach
an agreement on the evaluation process because they can’t start evaluating teachers until they have the forms finalized. This means
new teachers may not be getting the feedback they need to make improvements, he
said. Every day lost will also make it harder
for the administrators to adequately observe
and evaluate all the teachers, he said.
A key item of contention is teacher retention.
“We would like a guarantee that if a
teacher on annual contract receives an ‘effective’ or ‘highly effective’ rating, the school
board will guarantee to continue their employment the following year,” explained Dianne Falvo of the Florida Education Association Treasure Coast Service Unit.
“The intent of the law is to retain good
and great teachers,” she said. She added that
such a guarantee would help Okeechobee
County attract good teachers, even though
the small rural county pays less than more
affluent coastal counties.
Mr. Kenworthy said the school board opposes this idea because it goes against the
“teacher merit pay bill,” Florida Senate Bill
736. He added that workers in other professions have no guarantee of continued employment.
The district and the union also disagree
on how teacher evaluations should be conducted. Union representatives asked for
scheduled formal evaluations. The district
proposed one scheduled and one unscheduled formal evaluation each semester for
new teachers and unscheduled evaluations
for the more experienced teachers.
In addition to the formal evaluations,
teachers are also reviewed on multiple informal “walk throughs” in which the administrators visit the classrooms for a few minutes
at a time.
“We are opposed to an announced formal observation,” said Mr. Kenworthy at the
Sept. 28 negotiation meeting at the School
Board Office. “Good teaching needs to go
on every single day.”
He explained that a beginning teacher
is not as experienced and that is why they

were willing to schedule some of their evaluations in advance.
“Our fear is there would be an inordinate
amount of time spent in preparation for an
announced observation,” Mr. Kenworthy
said.
“We don’t want a dog and pony show,”
he said.
Teacher Lisa Harwass said unscheduled
observations may also not be indicative
of a normal teaching day. She pointed out
that teachers have complained their evaluations have been done on a day they were
administering a test. Others have had formal
observations on a day the class had a guest
speaker, on Valentine’s Day when the elementary students were anticipating a party,
or on the day before a holiday break, when
the students were distracted.
The two sides will go back to the negotiation table on Wednesday, Oct. 12, at 4 p.m.
at the Okeechobee School Board Office.
The Race to the Top Grant is federally
funded grant program for schools, which, in
part, requires that teacher pay be based in
part on the measured progress of their students.
Florida schools were not required to
participate in the grant program. Okeechobee County’s former Superintendent Dr. Pat
Cooper and the OCEA at first were not in favor of participating. Ms. Falvo explained that
she met with the school district and OCEA
representatives and convinced them to apply for the grant funding.
Okeechobee County Schools were approved for a Race to the Top Grant for
$211,575 a year for four years plus an additional $28,000 a year for three years. The
money can be spent to develop the teacher
evaluation and student progress criteria that
will be used to determine the “merit pay.”
The funds can also be spent for additional
teacher training and professional development to help the teachers improve their
skills.
Florida Senate Bill 736, passed in March,
requires Florida school districts to do many
of the same things that are required for the
Race to the Top Grant. Even districts that did
not apply for the Race to the Top Grant must
meet the SB 736 requirements.

FARM & RANCH
OWNERS

We can insure your farm property and pasture
liability. “A” rated companies.
Call us for a free quote.
Berger Insurance
Services, Inc.
800 S. Parrott Ave. • Okeechobee
www.BergerInsurance.com

(863) 763-6411

Lori Mixon
(863( 634-1457

LMixon@MixonGroup.com
www.MixonGroup.com

Located Behind The White House Plaza
1126 S. Parrott Ave • (863) 763-6000

October
May 27,
2, 2010
2011

Your Hometown Realtor
Giving you the service you deserve!

Vicki S.
Anderson,
Lic. RE Broker

863-634-4106
vic_anderson@earthlink.net

www.andersonrealtyco.com
21442 E. SR 78, BHR • Okeechobee

ALWAYS SAVING
PROPERTY
BUYERS
$ MONEY!

BILL F. STEGKEMPER,
REALTOR, CRS, GRI, APPRAISER
BK129997

BUYER BROKERAGE
REALTY OF OKEECHOBEE
(863) 801-9497 CELL

P.O. Box 1074, Okeechobee FL, 34973
517 S.W. Park St. • Okeechobee

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee
863-763-4010
or
888-874-2945

fxvÉÇw àÉ aÉÇx
Service
Integrity
Experience
Lic. RE Broker
Auctioneer # AU2579.

Full Service Coin Laundromat.
Established business for 13 years in
same location. Huebsch Machines in
excellent condition. Everything goes
including cash registers, folding tables,
scales, top loaders, dryers, 25-50lbs
machines. 1300 SF of space that is
leased for $1500 per month on a new
5 year lease. Located in the Treasure
Island section of Okeechobee close to Lake Okeechobee and surrounding
RV Parks and Mobile Home Parks. Approx. 5 Miles east of US 441 and SR
78 on 441 SE/Hwy. 98 S. 18% Rate of Return on Investment.

$250,000.
Call Brandon for more information. (772) 201-8722.
David Hazellief • 863-610-1553 Betty Hazellief • 863-610-0144
Sharon Prevatt • 863-634-7069 Dee Reeder • 863-610-2485

(863) 763-2104

Se Habla
Español

CALL FOR A LIST OF FORECLOSURES
REDUCED

1000-C: Oak Tree
Place Condo close
everything in town.
Screened
patio,
some appliances,
concrete block construction. Motivated
Seller! $59,000 $49,000.
MLS #205273

UNDER CONTRACT

4001-M: 3 Bedroom
2 Bath,
2000
Double wide Mobile
Home in Buckhead
Ridge. Easy to
show. Call today to
see! $37,500 MLS
#205206

NEW LISTING

5001-H: Basswood
3BR/2BA on a lrg
corner lot. Built
2001, walk in closet,
fenced back yard,
tile and laminate
floors. Offered as a
Short Sale. $79,000
MLS #205280

5024-M:
Fixer
upper-Mobile home
on 4.93+/- acres.
Needs
work.
Bassinger just off
700 A. $62,000
MLS #20513

ON 5+/- ACRES

5010-H: Remodeled
and multiple upgrades,
granite counters, stainless steel appl, whole
house
generator,
fenced/cross fenced,
barn/workshop in Quail
Woods. Automatic
gate. MLS # 204669

• COMMERCIAL LOT (.45) with road access on two
sides HWY 98. MLS #204065
• FORECLOSURE Buildable Lots in Oaks at
Okeechobee total of 5 sites. MAKE OFFER!

3000-M: Treasure
Island 3 bdrm 2 ba
DWMH. All double
pane windows and
sliding glass door.
Two carport, 2 sheds,
screened rm, back
porch. $58,900 MLS
#205163

• VIKING 6 acres $20,000 (Owner Finance a possibility)
• FORECLOSURE Viking 1.25 acre $3,400 or better
offer. MLS #205025
• UNDER CONTRACT 2 BD/2BA MH $10,500 MLS #205236

www.century21okeechobee.com • Email: century21okeechobee@earthlink.net • 1200 S. Parrott Ave.
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Employment
Full Time
Important
Information:
Please read your ad carefully the first day it appears.
In case of an inadvertent
error, please notify us prior
to the deadline listed. We
will not be responsible for
more than 1 incorrect insertion, or for more than the
extent of the ad rendered
valueless by such errors.
Advertiser assumes responsibility for all statements,
names and content of an
ad, and assumes responsibility for any claims against
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA. All advertising is
subject
to
publisher’s
approval. The publisher
reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all copy,
and to insert above the
copy the word “advertisement”. All ads accepted are
subject to credit approval.
All ads must conform to
Independent Newsmedia
Inc. USA style and are
restricted to their proper
classifications. Some classified categories require
advance payment. These
classifications are denoted
with an asterisk *.

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Services
Experienced Woman
For Hire, From House
Cleaning To Assisting
Your Loved One As
A Caregiver, I Have
References For
My Qualifications
Call 863-532-0497

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Employment
Full Time

Employment
Full Time

EXPERIENCED
HOUSEKEEPING
SUPERVISOR
Okeechobee Healthcare Facility is looking
for an experienced housekeeping supervisor
with working experience.
This is a full-time position with benefits
for the right person. If qualified, please
complete an application at 406 NW 4th
Street, Okeechobee, and present your
work experience for verification.
All perspective employees must be able
to pass a drug test and level II background
screening as a prerequisite to hiring.
DFWP/EOE
Hunt Preserve
Specialist
Must have experience
in managing quail
properties and general
farming. Excellent
Benefit package.
Central Florida Location.
Fax resume to:
772-770-9650
or email:
travis-rryp@hughes.net
Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

CLASS A- IMMEDIATE
CDL DRIVER needed
w/tanker experience a
must. Call 863-467-9800.
One man’s trash is
another man’s treasure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.
Your new car could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

Employment
Full Time
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Employment
Medical

Employment
Medical

M.A/R.N/P.A SKILLED
IN IV LINE ACCESS, INFUSAPORTS, OR WILLING TO LEARN. PART
TIME/FULL TIME. FAX
RESUME 772-337-0320

Seminole Tribe
of Florida
Brighton Reservation

Mental Health Counselor
Individual, family & group
counseling. Provide intake,
crisis intervention, referrals to
outside agencies, continuing/
aftercare services and
prevention services & case
management. Masters
Preferred. FL DL.
Contact:
joshualohn@semtribe.com
OIL / LUBE
INSPECTION TECH
What we are looking for:
Excellent organizational and time
management skills
Must possess the ability to work well in
a fast paced environment
Job Summary:
Change oil, transmission, other fluids,
and filters
Preventative maintenance, alignments,
and suspension
Competitive wages and full benefits package
www.walpoleinc.com
EOE/DFWP

(863) 763-5593 or apply online
th

269 NW 9 Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972

Employment
Medical

Employment
Part Time

We have immediate openings
for the following positions:

•
•
•
•
•
•

RN’s: F/T, P/T, PRN
Pharmacist: PRN, F/T
Ultrasound Tech: F/T, PRN
Case Manager: PRN
Occupational Therapist: PRN
Occupational Therapy
Assistant: PRN
• Physical Therapist: PRN
• PCA: PRN
• HIM-FT, ED Coder/EM:
Assignment

We offer competitive wages
& excellent benefits
To complete an online
application, please visit
www.raulersonhospital.com
or you may come to
Human Resources, Raulerson Hospital,
96 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, FL

Part Time
Maintenance/Janitorial
Position Available.
Must be able to work
weekends. Apply in
person, M-F 8-5,
at 269 NW 9th Street.
EEOC/DFWP

Special Notice
Tutor Needed
For Middle School Child
From 4:00 to 5:00
Afternoons,
2 to 4 Days a Week.
School Teacher Only
Call 863-467-0636
Leave Message.

READING A
NEWSPAPER
MAKES YOU A
MORE INFORMED
AND INTERESTING
PERSON.
N o wonder newspaper
readers are more popular!
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Employment
Part Time

PART TIME FIRE/
POLICE DISPATCHER
The City of Okeechobee is now accepting applications for an experienced emergency telephone operator/radio dispatcher for the Fire &
Police Departments.
An application packet is available on the City’s
web site www.cityofokeechobee.com, or at the
City Clerk’s Office, 55 SE 3rd Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34974, 863-763-3372 ext. 215.
APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL POSITION IS FILLED. Successful candidates are
required to pass a pre-employment substance
screening/physical. Drug Free Workplace.
EEO/AAP.

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Business
Opportunities
Busy Concession
Stand/Restaurant for
LEASE at a local
business. MUST have
restaurant experience.
Contact Heather
for more info
(863)763-4114.

NOTICE
Independent Newspapers
will never accept any advertisement that is illegal
or considered fraudulent.
In all cases of questionable value, such as
promises of guaranteed
income from work-athome programs - if it
sounds too good to be
true, chances are that it
is. If you have questions
or doubts about any ad
on these pages, we advise that before responding or sending money
ahead of time, you check
with the Better Business
Bureau at 772-878-2010
for previous complaints.
Some 800 and 900 telephone numbers may require an extra charge, as
well as long distance toll
costs. We will do our best
to alert our reader of
these charges in the ads,
but occasionally we may
not be aware of the
charges. Therefore, if
you call a number out of
your area, use caution.
Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Looking for a place to
hang your hat? Look
no further than the
classifieds.

Houses - Rent

The classifieds are the
most successful salesperson in town.

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Excavation
CLEARING
& HAULING
Dump Truck, Back Hoe
& Bobcat Services
by Jason Summerford
(863)634-7771

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Appliances
Washer/Dryer
Stacked, Like New. BHR
$ 4 5 0 . 0 0 .
(727)479-3026

Furniture
SALON FURNITURE - 3
Styling chairs, 1 styling
station, 1 sink, 2 shop
chairs, 4 dryers, 1 product cabinet & 1 mirror.
Like new. $1200 or best
offer. 863-990-2770 or
863-990-6132.

Medical Items
Scooter lift for Van
used only once.
$500 obo
Call 863-634-3200
When you want something sold, advertise in
the classifieds.

Pets/Supplies
YORKIE PUPPIES - (2)
Toy Males, 10 wks.
shots. Happy, Healthy,
Friendly. $400 ea.cash.
863-610-2725/e-mail
looskin@aol.com.
Get a quick response to
any item you may be selling with a classified ad.

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Apartments
2 BD/1BA Duplex in
town. No Pets! First,
Last and Security.
$550.00/mo.
Call 863-634-2820
2bd/2ba Very clean,
quiet neighborhood
located in the city.
$700 monthly plus security. Non Smoking,
No pets Call
863-634-4751
AFFORDABLE APART.
IN TOWN
2BR/1.5 Bath
1 Block north of Walmart
Carpet/Tile All
Appliances,W/D on
each floor,
Clean/Newly Painted
Call 863-763-8878
$600 mo.,$300 Sec.
BEAUTIFUL 2 Bedroom
CBS, Large kitchen,
new carpet, screen
room, utility room. $700
mo. includes water,
lawn and garbage.
(863)467-2784
Beautiful Samantha’s
Garden Apartments
2BR/2BA, in town, W&D,
$800 mo. + $500 sec.
Call (863)634-5780 or
(863)467-9250
Oak Lake Apts, 2BR,
1.5BA, 2 story & 2BR,
1BA, 1 story apt.,
$650/mo + $650 sec.
Very
Clean,
(863)634-3312
or
(863)634-3313.
OKEECHOBEE - 2 Bd.
rm./1 Ba. Condo. Tile,
water & power included. Furnished. Pool &
Tennis Ct. $600 Moves
You In! (863)634-0663.
OKEECHOBEE- Large 1
Br/ 1 Ba. 1st and last.
$600 per mo. Deposit
$400. In town. Call
863-467-8705

3 BD/1BA House on
1 acre in Dixie Ranch
Acres. No Pets!
First, Last &
Security $800.00/mo.
Call 863-634-2820
3/1 House, Great
Location on 1 Acre
Across From Wal-Mart.
$650/mo. 1st Only Call
Steve 863-801-4829
Furnished 1/1 or 2/1 in
Kings Bay w/garage,
washer and dryer starting at $650 per month,
plus
utilities
call
863-467-4371
INDIAN
HAMMOCK
House on 2.5 acres 3/2
equine friendly. Horse
Barn.
$1000/mo
(863)467-0831.
OKEE- 646 NE 28th
Ave. 2br/2ba, 1 car garage, lrg. scrd. patio,
fam. room, & nice yard.
$800 mo., plus 1 mo.
sec. Call 954-868-8806.
OKEECHOBEE 4br, 2ba,
tile throughout, $800
mo. & up. 1st & sec.
moves
you
in.
(561)248-3888
or
(863)599-0156
UPDATED 3/1 - Central
AC, W/D, Avail Nov.
1st. $700 + Sec.
2/1 CBS, new carpet &
paint, lg yard, W/D,
Avail Now. $650 + Sec.
By 15B (786)201-0306

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Houses - Sale
Owner Financing- 3
bdrm 2 bath house on 1
acre $3,500.00 down
$931.42
a
month.
2bdrm/1bath
house
$2,500.00
down
$731.83 a month. Call
Beverley 863-634-2820

Commercial
Property
FOR SALE OR LEASE
1574 Sq. Ft. office bldg.
@ 210 NE 3rd Ave.
Call 863-763-0295
Shop here first!
The classified ads

Houses - Rent
2 Bed/1Bath Between
Okeechobee and
Indiantown on Tommy
Clements Street. 5
Acres w/pond and
fenced $790 a month.
Call 772-260-3068
2 br-2 ba w/den &
Florida room. Between
Okeechobee & Indiantown. 5 acres w/pond.
$990 mo. 772-260-3068.

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Mobile Home
Lots
NEED A MORTGAGE?
5 ACRE TRACTS ONLY
MUST BE ZONED FOR
MOBILE HOME
CALL 863-763-6358

Mobile Home
Rent
Mobile Home For Rent
Mature Couple or Single
Call for more information
863-610-7723

October 2, 2011

Mobile Home
Rent
2

Bedroom/1 Bath,
Gated Community, 55 &
Above,
Pool,
Club
House, etc. Furnished
$500 a mo. First and
Last. Call 863-610-1602

BUCKHEAD RIDGE Dbl. Wide 2 BR, 2 BA,
C/Air. $495 mo. Large 3
BR, 2 BA, C/Air. $600
mo. No pets. Yearly
lease
plus
sec.
(863)763-4031
Your new home could be
in today’s paper. Have
you looked for it?

KISSIMMEE
RIVER
Estates, 2 Bedroom,
17503 Broadland Ln.
Nice, clean home w/car
port and 3 large sheds.
$500 mo. + $550 sec.
Lawn & Water maintenance
included.
317-402-5441
or
863-261-4138.

Public Notice

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

Public Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE
On April 13, 2004, W263AH was
granted a license by the Federal
Communications Commission to
serve the public interest as a public
trustee until February 1, 2012. Our
license will expire on February 1,
2012. We have filed an application
for license renewal with the FCC. A
copy of this application is available
for public inspection during our
regular business hours. It contains
information concerning this station’s performance during the last
eight years. Individuals who wish
to advise the FCC of facts relating
to our renewal application and to
whether this station has operated
in the public interest should file
comments and petitions with the
Commission by January 1, 2012.
Further information concerning the
Commission’s broadcast license renewal process is available at 1511
W. Boynton Beach Blvd., Boynton
Beach, FL 33436 (address of the
location of the station’s public inspection file) or may be obtained
from the FCC, Washington, D.C.
20554.
398748 ON 10/2/2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Okeechobee will meet in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 4, 2011, at 6:00
p.m., at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, Florida. The public
is invited and encouraged to attend.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE AND BE ADVISED that no stenographic record by a
certified court reporter will be made of the foregoing meeting. Accordingly,
any person who may seek to appeal any decision involving the matters noticed herein will be responsible for making a verbatim record of the testimony and evidence at said meeting upon which any appeal is to be based.
Please contact City Administration at 863-763-3372, or website
www.cityofokeechobee.com, to obtain a copy of the agenda.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 persons needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 863-763-3372 for assistance.
by: James E. Kirk, Mayor
Lane Gamiotea, CMC, City Clerk
398822 ON 10/2/2011
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File # 2010CP-78
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
MILDRED ELBERTA JONES
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of
MILDRED ELBERTA JONES, deceased, File Number 2010CP-78, is
pending in the Circuit Court for
Okeechobee County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 312
N.W. 3rd Street, Okeechobee, Fl
34972. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or demands against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or
unliquidated claims, on whom a copy
of this notice is served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE

LAKEPORT: 3 BR, 2 BA,
Bonus Room, Washer &
Dryer. Screen Porch.
$600 mo. + Security
deposit. (573)686-6145
or (573)718-8074

Grab a bargain from your
neighbor’s garage, attic,
basement or closet in
today’s classifieds.

Mobile Home Sale

Crossword Puzzle

BANK REPO’S
Starting at $15,000
Mobile Home Angels
561-721-2230
Your next job could be
in today’s classifieds.
Did you look for it?

OKEECHOBEE- Lg. 3br/
2ba DW, w/14x40 addition, metal roof, FP,
11x20 shop, on Canal.
Covered dock & slip.
Sprinklers, $75K O.B.O.
772-321-1835
or
772-664-6799.
Palm Harbor Homes
4/2 from $499mo Loaded
3/2 from $399mo Loaded
Homes on Your Lot
0 Down - 800-622-2832

For more listings,
go to
www.newszap.com

RV Space Rent
* Limited Time Only
* Water Front RV
Lots $400.00/mo.
Incl. Utilities
* Covered Dockage
Incl. W/Lot Rent
* Cabin $500.00/mo.
Incl. Utilities
* Call863-763-4417
Earn some extra cash.
Sell your used items
in the classifieds

Year round RV sites at
River Bluff on Kissimmee River, 30 or 50
amp, Bath house, Laundry Facility, includes
boat slip. 863-467-4371

Public Notice

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
HE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claim or
demands against decedent’s estate,
including unmatured, contingent or
unliquidated claims, must file their
claims with t ais court WITHIN 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is September 25, 2011.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
J. DAVID POBJECKY
Florida Bar No. 754584
A. RENEE POBJECKY
Florida Bar No. 0556785
POBJECKY & POBJECKY L.L.P
786 Avenue C., S.W.
Winter Haven, FL 33880
Telephone: (863) 294-0602
Facsimile: (863) 299-3754
Personal Representative:
TONI I WIERSMA
398463 ON 9/25;10/2/2011

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis
ACROSS
1 Many a Yemeni
5 __ Rouge
10 Sch. support
groups
14 “This can’t be
true!”
17 25-Across’s
WWII command
18 Algae on the
beach
19 Semaphore
user’s output
20 “__ Blu Dipinto Di
Blu”: 1958 hit
21 Implement
22 Nursery bed
25 WWII general
who became
pres.
28 Devilish tot
31 Scorned notion
37 Oil and vinegar
concoction
38 “Back off!”
39 SASE, e.g.
40 Forever and a
day, facetiously
41 Not much
42 Spoken
46 Terminal-to-hotel
transport
48 Kind of fingerprint
or code
51 “Is it worth the
risk?”
55 Title guy asked to
“play a song for
me,” in a Byrds
hit
57 Cause of many
traveling delays
58 Afternoon socials
59 Davis of “Do the
Right Thing”
60 Words before
ghost or doctor
DOWN
1 Tars’ affirmatives
2 Licentious sort
3 Certain
something
4 High martial arts
rank
5 Get ready to pray
6 1950s tennis
great Lew
7 Part of a range:
Abbr.
8 Inexact nos.

9 Whack anew
10 Beethoven’s
instrument
11 Nincompoop
12 “The Mammoth
Hunters” author
13 Lith. et al., once
15 French for
“sword”
16 __ Park: Queens
area near Forest
Hills
22 Scold
23 Boca __
24 Ollie North’s ’80s
“affair”
25 “Divine Comedy”
writer
26 Inflicted upon
27 Collapsed
company
chronicled in the
2005
documentary
subtitled “The
Smartest Guys
in the Room”
29 Club for smart
guys and girls
30 Alerted, as a
doctor
32 Important
33 “Norma __”

34 Want-ad abbr.
35 U.S. Army medal
36 Martha’s
Vineyard natives,
e.g.
43 Gets as a return
44 Prefix with
sphere
45 Book, to Bolívar
46 Express, as an
opinion
47 Japanese
aborigine

48 Exam for a
Wharton Sch.
hopeful
49 Port on its own
lake
50 No-frills beds
51 Eins plus zwei
52 Gallic girlfriend
53 Interest
percentage
54 Pop musician from
County Donegal
56 __ Constitution

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

xwordeditor@aol.com

By Bruce Venzke & Stella Daily
(c)2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
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OHS/Martin County game thwarted by blackout
By Charles M. Murphy

Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy

Corner Back G.W. Jarrell and the rest
of the defense bent but didn’t break
in the first quarter of Friday’s game in
Stuart.

Okeechobee News
An electrical transformer blew and a
blackout at the Bob Collins Field in Stuart
Friday night postponed the high school football game between Okeechobee and Martin
County.
The Tigers led 7-0 with just one minute
left in the first quarter when the lights went
out. School officials tried diligently to get the
lights repaired by calling an electrician and
Florida Power and Light but were unable to
correct the problem. They finally called the
game at about 9:30 p.m.
School officials met for a short meeting
and decided to tentatively reschedule the
game for Monday, Oct. 10, in Okeechobee
with the kickoff scheduled for 5 p.m.
It had been a rough first quarter for the
Brahmans as the Tigers were able to win the
battle of field position and drove three times
inside the Brahman red zone.
The Tigers returned the opening kickoff
35 yards to near midfield and quickly moved
the ball. Justin Simmons caught a 25-yard
pass on the sideline for a first down at the
Brahman 27 on the first play from scrimmage.
From there the Brahman defense tightened and a dropped pass stopped the drive.
Place kicker Eduardo Sandoval missed wide
right on a 40-yard field goal attempt to keep
the game scoreless.
Okeechobee gained negative yards on
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their first drive and a 30-yard punt put the
Tigers back in business at the Okeechobee
37. Simmons caught a 21-yard pass and running back Herschel Hester capped a five-play
scoring drive with a one-yard touchdown
run to make it 7-0.
Okeechobee returned the kickoff to their
own 40-yard line but gambled on fourth and
five with a swing pass to Khalil Smith. He
made the catch but was tackled two yards
shy of the first down.
The Tigers completed three more passes
for 41 yards to drive deep into Okeechobee
territory again but a holding call stalled them
at the Brahman 19. Sandoval miss fired on a
36-yard field goal attempt and the score remained 7-0.
Okeechobee seemed to build some momentum just before the lights went out.
Daniel Nunez and Smith ran for 20 yards
on three plays to put the ball at the 40-yard
line and second down and eight when the
power outage struck.
Game notes
Okeechobee played without injured starters QB Jack Radebaugh, who re-aggravated
his finger injury and running back Ty’Ronte
Files who had an ankle injury.
Ricardo Garza had a tackle for loss and
D.J. Washington knocked down a pass attempt for the Brahman defense.
Okeechobee is scheduled to host Forest
Hill on Friday, Oct. 7, in their second district D.J. Washington warms up before the
contest of the season. Kickoff is scheduled game between Okeechobee and Martin County on Friday.
for 7 p.m.
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OHS JV Football plays Fort Pierce
By Charles M. Murphy
Okeechobee News
The Brahman junior varsity
defense held Fort Pierce in the
first half but couldn’t keep the
Cobras from breaking lose in
the second half as they fell
28-0 Tuesday night at Brahman Stadium.
Anthony Scott broke loose
for a 40-yard touchdown run
and Cobra QB Eddie McKenna
hit Nate Newton and Terrance
Wilson for touchdown passes
Okeechobee News/Charles Murphy
in the second half for the Co- Tyrone Joseph (#22) makes a tackle as #98 Walbras, (2-1).
ter Morgan and #43 Tyrell Taylor look on Tuesday.
Okeechobee (1-3) strug- The OHS JV lost to Fort Pierce.
gled on offense as the Cobras
stopped their running game and put a thought they were. We had an opportunity
strong pass rush on the Brahman QB Bran- to put points on the board but every time
we had a chance to do something positive
don Shockley throughout the game.
George Tillman had several strong runs we made a mistake like a fumble, intercepup the middle for the Brahmans and Ty- tion or missed blocking assignment.”
Washington said he will go back to barone Joseph broke loose for a 25-yard run
sics
in the next two weeks of practice, imin the fourth quarter. Myrick Puente recovprove the team’s condition, and get them
ered a fumble for the Brahmans.
Brahman Coach Daron Washington said to commit both mentally and physically to
he felt his team could have played harder the program.
“Our message will be to take coaching,
and kept the score closer than 28 points.
He told the kids they must be more coach- be disciplined and stay focused. They look
able and use the things they are taught in at this as recreation time but me and the
coaches take this serious,” he added.
practice during these games.
Billy Jolnert broke a 29-yard run in the
“It takes us a few minutes to get going
first quarter to finish off a 47-yard drive to
and usually it’s too late,” he added.
While Okeechobee gave up size and give the Cobras a 7-0 lead at the half. -Tyrell
strength up front, Washington said his team Taylor had a QB sack for Okeechobee in
can get tougher and be more disciplined. the first half.
Kane Sarros, Angel Ponce and Tillman
He also would like more consistency from
were
among the Brahman defenders who
his offensive line.
“Fort Pierce wasn’t as talented as I had strong games.
Fort Pierce Coach Peter Crespo said
his team did a good job after a sloppy
and flat first half.
“In the second half we came out
more aggressive and were more explosive on offense. We had some fresh
horses come in and they did their job,”
he noted.
Crespo said he liked what he saw
from Okeechobee as the Brahmans
usually put up a tough fight at home.
“They have some big boys and they
Brahman JV QB Brandon Shockley hands
had
a nice ball control offense. I always
off to Ian Kelley (#20) against an advanclike
to
play Okeechobee,” he added.
ing Fort Pierce defense during the JV footThe
JV’s next game is scheduled for
ball game on Tuesday at Brahman StadiOct.
12,
at St. Lucie West Centennial.
um. Fort Pierce prevailed 28-0.
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