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Jefferson County teenager, Levi
Waylon Singleton (of Lamont),
passed away on Sunday, June 30, after
being involved in a tragic vehicle
accident that took place at 7:45 p.m.,
on Friday, June 28.

According to the report issued by
the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP),
16-year-old Singleton was a passenger
on a golf cart being driven by 23-year-
old Cody Little, also of Monticello.

Jefferson County first
responders and law
enforcement officers
responded to the scene
after a 911 call
announced that
Singleton had been
thrown from the golf
cart, near Brown Road
and Redfish Road.

FHP troopers were
advised of the single-
vehicle crash and
responded behind Jefferson

County Fire Rescue/EMS
and the Jefferson County
Sheriff's Office.

After suffering
serious bodily injuries,
as a result of being
thrown from the golf
cart, Singleton was
transported to
Tallahassee Memorial
Hospital, where he was
passed away two days

later.
The Florida Highway

Patrol advises that Trooper R. White
is serving as the crash investigator,
and that there is still a pending
investigation into the events that led
to the fatal incident.

Crash investigators with the
Florida Highway Patrol are also
investigating whether or not alcohol
might have played a part in the crash
that took Singleton's life.

Levi Singleton is preceded in
death by his father, Jeffrey Waylon
Singleton, of Lamont, and both of his

See TEEN page 3
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Did you know?
Only John Hancock actually signed
the Declaration of Independence on
July 4, 1776.
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If there was any question as to whether the
Monticello Opera House's was Jefferson County's
designated local arts agency, it can be put to rest. 

The Monticello Opera is officially the local arts
agency for Jefferson County, as decreed by the
Jefferson County Commission via a resolution on
Thursday evening, June 6.

The resolution states that whereas the Opera
House has constituted a cultural and historic
community icon since 1890, and whereas its
activities are a major economic driver for the
community and its programming a source of
cultural entertainment for the citizenry, it is thereof
formally recognized as the local arts agency for
Jefferson County. 

The designation essentially means that the 
See OPERA HOUSE page 3
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A Tallahassee driver
and a Monticello driver
were both transported to
Tallahassee Memorial
Hospital following a
wreck that took place on
Highway 90 (Mahan
Drive) on Wednesday,
June 26.

A little after 3 p.m.,
Donald Burthe, 53, of
Tallahassee, Fla., was
traveling west on
Highway 90 in a 2007
Ford Ranger.

Meanwhile, Donna
Catalano, 60, of
Monticello, was traveling
east on Highway 90.

According to the
report issued by the
Florida Highway Patrol
(FHP), Burthe failed to
maintain his lane as he
came around a curve.

After veering into the
eastbound lane, Burthe's
vehicle crossed into
Catalano's path of travel.

The report states that
Catalano was unable to
react in time and prevent

a collision with Burthe's
truck, resulting in the left
front of Burthe's vehicle
striking the left front of
Catalano's SUV.

After the two vehicles
collided, Burthe's Ford
Ranger began to overturn,
before coming to a rest on
the centerline of Highway
90, lying on its right side
and partially on its roof.

After the collision,
Catalano's vehicle
traveled onto the south
shoulder of the road
before overturning and
coming to a rest.

The vehicle wreck
took place in the area of
Still Creek Road, just
west of the Hilltop
Country Store.

Due to the proximity
of the wreck to the Leon
County and Jefferson
County border, first
responders from Jefferson
and Leon both responded
to the collision, including
Jefferson County Sheriff's
Office, Tallahassee Police
Department, Florida
Highway Patrol, Leon
County EMS, Tallahassee

Fire Department
and Jefferson
County
Emergency
Management.

According to
eyewitnesses, jaws
of life and a saw
had to be used to
extract Burthe
from his damaged
vehicle.

FHP's report
states that Burthe
is being charged
with failure to
maintain his lane.

Both drivers
were wearing
seatbelts at the
time of the wreck.

FHP Trooper
N. Hagedorn is
serving as the
crash investigator
for this incident.

ECB Publishing, Inc., Photo By Deidre Myers, June 26, 2019
Donald Burthe, of Tallahassee, driver of a 2007 Ford Ranger, was also

transported to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital, with serious injuries, after
being involved in a head-on collision on Wednesday, June 26.

ECB Publishing, Inc., Photo By Deidre Myers, June 26, 2019
Donna Catalano, of Monticello, one of the drivers involved in the June 26 wreck on Highway

90, was transported to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital with serious injuries.

Two
vehicle
roll-over

Opera House designated
as local arts agency

Fireworks on
the Fourth

Ashley Hunter
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On Thursday, July 4, the Jefferson County Otto
M. Walker American Legion Post 49 will be hosting
the county's annual Independence Day celebration
and firework extravaganza.

The July 4 evening will include live music from
a  band visiting from Thomasville, Ga., a color 

See FIREWORKS page 3

Teen dies tragically

Levi Waylon Singleton

In honor of the Fourth of July, the offices of ECB Publishing,
Inc. will be closed on Thursday, July 4. The staff is grateful
for the freedom provided by our forefathers and the brave
men and women who gave everything for our freedom. We
will reopen on Friday, July 5, at 8 am. 



Recently Dr. Russell Moore,
President of the Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission
of the Southern Baptist
Convention, tweeted, “The
reports of the conditions for
migrant children at the border
should shock all of our
consciences. Those created in
the image of God should be
treated with dignity and
compassion, especially those

seeking refuge from violence back home. We can do
better than this.”

Moore was voicing a concern that according to
accounts had already been made by President Trump
and Vice-President Pence. Nevertheless, Jerry Falwell,
Jr. in his typical obsequious fashion leveled an ad
hominem attack at Dr. Moore.

Falwell tweeted, “Who are you @drmoore? Have
you ever made a payroll? Have you ever built an
organization of any type from scratch? What gives you
authority to speak on any issue? I’m being serious.
You’re nothing but an employee- a bureaucrat.” Falwell
could be asked the same questions.

I fail to see how calling someone names instead of
addressing the issue, the treatment of migrant children,
resolves anything. Besides, Falwell, Jr.’s only claim to
fame seems to be his appointment as president of the
school his father founded after, his father died. And how
does being a Trump sycophant make one any better than
being a bureaucrat?

When Pastor David Platt seemed less than
enthusiastic, in Falwell’s opinion, in his support of
President Trump, Falwell in typical Trumpesque fashion
tweeted a vulgar comment about Platt that I will not
repeat here. When questioned as to how the president of
a Christian school could make such a remark, Falwell
replied, I am “not a minister, but rather a trained
attorney and real estate developer.”

That was an unsatisfactory answer. Whatever our
station in life, whatever career or profession the believer
pursues, we are to be first and always Christian in word
and deed. Paul admonishes us that “whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God,” (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Being an attorney, or a real estate developer, or
almost anything is not in and of itself wrong, but
nothing excuses one from being a Christian in conduct
first!

This is the folly of becoming overly involved in
politics, we think politics or a particular politician can
make America great again, but only our allegiance to
Christ can make our nation great. My concern is some
who are perceived as Christian leaders are being
influenced more by politics and politicians than they are
by Christ.

The Canadian history professor Donald Creighton
said, “History is the record of the confrontation between
character and circumstance.” Political history will soon
be made here in America and we all will be confronted
with political circumstances that will challenge our
Christian character.     

My prayer for our nation is that we put Christ first
in the decisions we make; it is the only path to
greatness.

July 1, 2007, I found
myself as the new owner of
the Monticello News. It was
something that I had wanted
for a long time. For years I
had told Mr. (Ron) Cichon
that when he was ready to
retire out of the newspaper
business, to please give me
first dibs at buying his
newspaper. And he did.

I was born and raised in
Madison County but attended

high school at Aucilla Christian Academy and spent

all my weekends “hanging out with my friends” in
Monticello. Jefferson County has always been like
a second home to me and Nikki Salas Little and
Betty Wilford Spence were always like a second
mother to me! I spent many a night under their
roof!

The welcome I received when I “moved in” 12
years ago was tremendous; flowers, cards, visits
and well wishes came flooding in. Becoming a part
of the family with the Monticello News staff was
exceptionally easy as well; they welcomed me with
open arms. 

It’s been a fun 12 years, to say the least. I have
thoroughly enjoyed being a part of Jefferson

County all these years. The old friendships I have
rekindled and the new friendships I have made have
been life-changing. 

As a child, I never had to wonder what I wanted
to do when I “grew up.” I grew up doing what I
knew I wanted to do for the rest of my life – the
newspaper business. Always remember, when you
wake up each morning and dread the job that lies
ahead of you, then it’s time to change jobs.  When
you wake up each morning and find joy in what lies
ahead of you, then you know you have the right job
for you.  I wake up happy each and every day!

Thank you, Jefferson County, for letting me be
a part of your family!
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Christian Concepts...

Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma,
as sent to this newspaper. Please keep letters to 600 words or less. 

Letters to the Editor

Emerald’s Gem Box...
Twelve Years Later …

Civics & Econ 101
Unfortunately a number of

our elected officials did not
take, or did not pay attention in,
an eighth (8th) grade civic class.
This county is a “democratic
republic”, not a pure
democracy.  The Electoral
College is based on the number
in the House of Representatives
(435), the number of Senators
(100) and three (3) for
Washington, D.C. – 538.  Some
politicians want to do away
with the Electoral College (it’s
usually when their party lost).
Do they want to do away with
the United States Senate too?
Each state has 2 Senators.
North Dakota, and many other
states would not be happy.

They want the President to

be elected by popular vote!!??
Do you really want California,
Washington, Oregon, New
York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts and Connecticut
running this whole county?
The House of Representatives
apparently cannot do its job and
pass legislation which is for the
good of country and its people.
Look at the “block voting”.  Is
there not one (1) single elected
representative who has a
different view or opinion than
his/her “party line”?

We give away billions to
foreign governments and
countries.  Why don’t we use
that money, or a portion
thereof, to assist and help
Americans?  After all, “it’s our

money”.  And I don’t mean
“free stuff” for everybody –
free medical, free college, free
housing, free phones, free food,
free transportation, free TVs,
free computers, free clothes,
and so forth.  Don’t they get it?
“Free” is not free.  Somebody
has to pay for it.

You want a shocker?  Take
a look at what U.S.
Representatives and U.S.
Senators get free; and I don’t
just mean the “retirement” pay
and medical.  “We the people”
need to get informed and stay
informed.  

Robert E. Morris
Jefferson County Resident

In reference to 'One reason
I left rural America'

I had a real problem with the
writer trashing the place he had
lived. In the Old West, if you shot
a man in the back, you were a
coward. The premise of the letter
is the race card. Apparently white
people in Jefferson County are
"keeping the black man down." 

I've lived here for thirteen
years. I volunteered full-time at
the thrift shop Wag the Dog for
eight years. In that time, I met
quite a few people, both black and
white; I can honestly say, there
was a small percentage of racists,
both black and white.  As a
northerner, I have found that
hating northerners is more
prevalent than racism. 

Let's go back a couple
hundred years. Do you believe
that the Germans, the Italians, the
British, the French, etc. would
have ever been caught with each
other? They were not a melting
pot in the beginning. The process

took some time. So regarding
racism, I think everyone must stop
babbling about the remedies
regarding race. The gentleman
who wrote this letter espoused the
part mathematics had to do with a
solution. Here's the mathematics
that would surely solve the
problem. One hundred fifty years
ago, none of those people would
be chummy with each other. That
racism between those people
abounded, and within one hundred
years, there was truly a melting
pot. 

What I'm saying is "it takes
time" for different nationalities to
truly merge together. It's a process
that you're not gonna change. If
we just keep doing everything we
are doing, we'll get there, but it
will take time, but it won't be
solved by race-baiting, and there
will always be a percentage of
racists. Remember, the Civil War
was 160 years ago. Since then,

there have been great strides,
though we still have a long way to
go. But remember, the process
must run its course. Believing
there is a quick fix to this is
unrealistic.  

Just a note, in every large city
in our country, the ruling party is
Democrat. They've lead the way
to ostensibly help. As far as the
failure of our school district, you
can solve that problem by
removing Shirley Washington. I
have been here thirteen years, and
I could be wrong, but I've never
seen a grading of our school
system above a D+. Thirteen
years–and probably more–this
woman has been on a school
board over a totally failed school
system, yet she keeps coming
back. If you live in her district,
why would you keep voting for
her? 

Larry Beger

Again, who is 
influencing who?
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FIREWORKS
from page 1
guard presentation, the performance of the National
Anthem, veteran recognition and, of course, a firework
show to light up the nighttime sky.

The celebration will be held at Tiger Stadium, located
behind the old high school on South Water Street.

At 7 p.m., the gates will open and the stadium's
concession stand will serve fresh, hot boiled peanuts, hot
dogs, chips and cold drinks.

At 7:30 p.m., visiting band Southern Edge will begin
to perform for the evening.

At 8:15 p.m., a welcome to guests will be provided,
followed by a Color Guard presentation by members of the
local American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars
organizations.

Attendees will be invited to participate in a pledge of
allegiance before the National Anthem is performed at
8:25 p.m., and an opening prayer by Rev. Sean Vickers at
8:30 p.m.

Officials, veterans and first responders will be

introduced by Robert E. Morris, starting at 8:35 p.m.
Southern Edge returns to playing their selection of

southern rock and country music as “Ben Franklin”
(played by Lloyd Wheeler) mingles throughout the crowd.

Throughout the evening, military vehicles and
helicopters will be on display, courtesy of Georgia-Florida
Aviation Search and Rescue Team (G-FAST).

At 9:15 p.m., Franklin/Wheeler will provide a
presentation as a preamble to the focus of the evening's
festivities – the fireworks.

By 9:30 p.m., celebrators will want to have picked
their spot and settled in, for the firework extravaganza will
begin.

As in previous years, the grand firecracker display
will be provided by Jefferson County native Wallace O.
Bullock, of Pyroworks, LLC.

This hometown celebration will be a free, family-
friendly experience where Americans of all ages and
backgrounds can come together and celebrate a history of
freedom, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
See pages 4-5 for more on Fourth of July appreciation

OPERA HOUSE
from page 1
Opera House is the go-to entity in the county when
it comes to coordinating cultural and arts activities
in the community and the schools. The institution,
in fact, has been functioning as the de-facto local
arts for years and may have even been so
designated in the past.

If there was such a designation in the past,
however, no one could find the paperwork.

“I believe that the Jefferson County
Commission has previously designated the
Monticello Opera House as the local arts agency
for Jefferson County,” Jay Adams, chairman of the
Opera House Board of Directors, told the board.
“However, I am unable to locate any
documentation to that effect.”

The designation, he added, was critical to the
Opera House's ability to obtain a cultural program
grant from the Florida Department of State.  

The commission was agreeable to granting the
request. 

TEEN
from page 1
grandmothers, Linda McGuire and Versie
Cook, both of Monticello.

Singleton is survived by his mother,
Mary Singleton; his stepdad, Rockey

Agner; his brothers: Devin Singleton and
Matthew Cole Agner, both of Lamont and
Sawyer Agner, of Madison; his sisters:
Kaylee Agner, of Lamont, and Trista
Agner, of Pennsylvania; his grandpa,
Bobby Cook Sr.; his grandmother,
Barbara Cook, of Lamont; his aunts Laura

Little (Jr.) of Lamont, Lisa Panarotti
(Chad) and Norma Barclay, both of
Madison; his Uncle Bobby Cook Jr., of
Lamont, and lots of cousins and friends.

Levi Singleton was an avid
outdoorsman who loved fishing, hunting,
driving his truck and spending time with

his family. He also enjoyed playing sports.
The viewing will be held on

Wednesday, July 3, 2019 from 2 – 3 p.m.,
at the Church of Nazarene in Monticello,
followed by services with burial
following at Sardis Cemetery, in
Monticello.

Man arrested after hit-and-run 
involving Florida trooper

Story Courtesy of Florida High-
way Safety and Motor Vehicles

On Saturday, May 25,
Trooper Arsenio Caballero was
assisting in a seatbelt
enforcement detail on an exit
ramp on Florida’s Turnpike in
Broward County when he was
violently struck by a vehicle.

The driver of a white BMW
subsequently fled.

As a result of the
investigative work of the
Florida Highway Patrol (FHP)
and its law enforcement
partners, the driver of the white
BMW was identified as Donnell
Reddy and was arrested and
charged with attempted murder
(felony), aggravated fleeing and
eluding (felony), leaving the
scene of a crash (felony), as
well as other pending charges

beyond this incident.
“On behalf of the

FLHSMV family, I wish
Trooper Caballero the speediest
recovery and thank him and all
of our troopers for their selfless
service every day as they put
their lives at risk,” said Terry L.
Rhodes, Executive Director of
the Florida Department of
Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles (FLHSMV).

“The safety of every
member of the Florida Highway
Patrol is and will always be my
number one priority,” said
Colonel Gene S. Spaulding,
Director of the FHP. “I
commend our troopers for the
hard work and dedication they
provide the residents and
visitors to the state of Florida
each day.”

Reddy, the suspect, had

been stopped by another FHP
trooper, who was conducting a
seatbelt enforcement on the
southbound exit ramp from
State Road 91 (Florida
Turnpike) to westbound State
Road 820 (Hollywood
Boulevard).

As Trooper Caballero was
walking across the exit ramp to
the west shoulder of the
roadway, Reddy struck him,
sending Trooper Caballero
flying over the hood of the
vehicle, resulting in lacerations
to his head and a broken arm.

The FHP Bureau of
Criminal Investigations and
Intelligence (BCII) immediately
responded to the scene and
began collaborating with
Florida’s Turnpike Authority,
SunPass, the New York
Division of the FBI Taskforce,

the NYPD, state partners, and
additional sources to process the
scene and identify the driver of
the vehicle.

Trooper Caballero is
currently recovering from his

injuries.
Reddy was arrested on

Friday, June 21, in Queens,
N.Y., and as of release date was
currently awaiting extradition to
Florida.

Photo Courtesy of FHP
Florida Highway Patrol Trooper Arsenio Caballero is cur-

rently recovering from injuries after being struck by driver
Donnell Reddy on May 25. Reddy has since been arrested.

Bills stalled, but process of Florida 
occupational license reform gaining traction

John Haughey
The Center Square

After Gov. Ron DeSantis appointed
“champion of deregulation” Halsey
Beshears to lead the state’s business
regulatory agency and orchestrated
Florida’s first-ever "Deregathon" in
January, occupational licensing reform had
great momentum when the legislature
convened in March.

A spate of proposed bills trimming
occupational licensing red tape affecting
30 percent of Florida’s workforce were
introduced, but none were adopted.

Nevertheless, while legislative
remedies failed to produce quick results,
the process of deregulation and
occupational licensing reform is gaining
traction.

DeSantis announced Thursday that the
Florida Real Estate Commission [FREC]
has approved a 50-percent reduction in
biennial renewal fees, which will save
200,000 state-licensed real estate
professionals about $8.8 million in their
cost of doing business through 2023.

“During my first month in office, we
held the state's first ever ‘Deregathon’ to
gather Florida licensing boards to identify
unnecessary regulations and fees to
eliminate for Florida workers,” DeSantis
tweeted. “I'm proud to announce a direct
result from ‘Deregathon’ – a two year 50
[percent] reduction in fees for Realtors.…
Let's keep this up.”

FREC approved the fee reductions in
March with the Department of Business &
Professional Regulation [DBPR] – led by

Beshears –
endorsing the
roll-back last
month.

Effective
July 1, the two-
year license
renewal fee will
drop from $72
to $36 for
licensure
renewal for real
estate brokers

and from $64 to $32 for real estate sales
associates or broker branch offices.

The fee reduction will continue
through renewal periods for two-year
licenses expiring March 31, 2020, Sept.
30, 2020, and March 31, 2021.

“License holders expect the
commission to establish reasonable license
fees and to act on the authority Florida law
provides to reduce these fees when
financial circumstances allow,” FREC
Patricia Fitzgerald said in a Governor’s
Office news release. “I am proud of the
work our commission has done in
identifying this recommendation and
acting on this opportunity for a fee
reduction as part of a broader deregulation
call by Gov. DeSantis.”

Beshears, a Panhandle Republican
who won a fourth House term in
November before accepting DeSantis’
DBPR appointment, said in the release that
January’s ‘Deregathon’ “helped chart the
course for reducing regulatory burdens in
Florida’s professional licensing system.”

“Now, within months of starting that

conversation,” he continued, “we’re
recognizing real progress as the FREC and
other boards take the steps to follow
through on the recommendations presented
earlier this year.”

In 2018, Beshears sponsored House
Bill 15, which sought to deregulate
occupations such as nail polishers, boxing
timekeepers, and hair braiders while
streamlining those for barbers, nail
specialists and business organizations.

HB 15 passed the House 74-28 but
never made it out the three Senate
committees it was assigned to.

DeSantis’ appointment of Beshears as
DBPR chief, however, encouraged
lawmakers to submit a bevy of similar
measures in 2019.

Among them was HB 27 and its
Senate companion, Senate Bill 1640, a
120-page proposal to loosen or eliminate
occupational license requirements imposed
by 23 professional licensing boards on
nearly 30 percent of Florida’s workforce –
the highest percentage of state-regulated
workers in the South and fourth-highest in
the nation.

The bills made it through combative
committee hearings only to idle without
introduction on chamber floors.

Proponents argued deregulation
would make it easier for Floridians to find
careers by trimming back licensing
requirements for barbers, auctioneers,
landscape architects, hotel interior
designers, “princess party” practitioners
and many other professions.

In committee testimony and analysis,
Justin Pearson, managing attorney with

Virginia-based Institute for Justice (IJ),
said such regulations are unfair for lower-
wage workers, noting state licensing laws
for 102 occupations require nearly a year
of education or experience, an exam and
more than $260 in fees.

Pearson said occupational licensing
laws “kill” about 2.8 million U.S. jobs
annually and cause U.S. consumers to be
overcharged by about $203 billion every
year.

Opponents, which included the
Florida Retail Federation [FRF], the
Florida Auctioneers Association [FAA]
and the Florida Association of
Cosmetologists & Trade Schools
[FACTS], cited concerns over consumer
protections, workplace safety and the sheer
size of the bill.

Barbers, critics said, would have a
600-hour license curriculum that would
preserve the existing standard’s 425-plus
hours in safety/sanitation instruction, but
leave only 150 or so hours to learn how to
cut hair, which would devalue a Florida
barber’s license.

Other deregulation bills that withered
include HB 3, which would restrict local
governments’ authority to impose
regulations on businesses, and preempt
them from creating their own occupational
and professional licensing requirements.

Under HB 3, all existing local
business regulations and occupational
licensing would automatically expire in
2021 and require an economic impact
analysis to be re-adopted.

HB 3 passed the House 88-24 but was
never heard by a Senate committee.

Halsey Beshears



What does
freedom mean

to you?
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FIREBASE ROBERT, INC.
Monticello, Florida 32344

Phone: 850-766-0970
firebaserobertinc@gmail.com

Freedom has its life in the hearts, the
actions, the spirit of men and so it

must be daily earned and refreshed -
else like a flower cut from its 

life-giving roots, it will wither and die.
~Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Stephen Walker
County Commissioner

District 5

Happy
4th

of
July!

(850) 942-9700

Bruce A. Leinback

Stay safe,
celebrate our
independence, 
have a happy
4th of July!

City Attorney for Monticello,Fl
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230 W. Washington St. • Monticello, FL 32344
Mens Cuts - $800

Ladies Cuts - $1300
Christine Williams

Owner/Stylist
(850) 997-4767
Tuesday-Friday
7:30 AM - 5 PM

Happy 
4th of
July!
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Celebrate Independence Day this Thursday

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

“That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, That

whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing

its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness.”

–Preamble to the Declaration of Independence

For 243 years,
Americans across
the nation have
celebrated July 4
as the day that
the Declaration
of Independence
of the United
States was
declared by the
13 states which
assembled The
Continental
Congress.
From the firing

of cannons and
historical

reenactments to
backyard
barbecues and
nighttime
fireworks, July's
celebration of
Independence
Day marks a time
of festivities to
commemorate
the day that
America became
free and
independent
from the overseas
rule of Great
Britain.

[Freedom]
means the ability to
have free will, to go

anywhere I choose to go
and do anything I

choose to do, thanks to
America’s military

service men and women.

Christina Floyd

For me,
freedom means

being able to make
my own life

choices, being able
to share what I
think and being

able to live in safety
without fear of
persecution for

personal choices.

Julianne Shoup

Freedom
to me is the
ability to go
anywhere I

want to go and
do what I want
to do without
retaliation.

Stephanie
Norton

I am
thankful to God
for the freedom I
have. It enables
me to worship
and serve Him.

God bless
America!

Sean Vickers

[Freedom]
means the freedom

to worship as I please.

Raymond Scarola

Freedom
gives me the

opportunity to live the
life I want to and to live
where I want to live.

Jack Williams

I have
freedom of

speech and am
able to go
anywhere I 
want to go.

Alex Salmons
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July 3
First Presbyterian Church, 290 E. Dogwood St., will
host EaglesWings, an outreach food ministry serving
the community, on the first and third Wednesday
from 9 to 11 a.m. Volunteers are always needed to

distribute food items and to donate non-perishable
food items. Contact Coordinator JoAnne Arnold at
eagleswingsmonticello@yahoo.com or (850) 997-
2252 for more info. 

July 3
Does your child love science, technology,
engineering or math? Get them involved with the
weekly Summer STEM Club, hosted by Assistant
Librarian Terez Washington at the  Public Library.
Each club session will begin at 3 p.m. on Wednesday.
There will be new activities each week. For youth
ages 12 to 18.

July 3
Kiwanis Club meets at 12 p.m. on Wednesdays at the
Jefferson Country Club for a meeting, program and
lunch. For more information contact Sherri Dean at
(850) 524-4442.

July 3, 6
Jefferson Arts, 575 W. Washington St., has on exhibit
'A Taste of the South' in the gallery through August
during regular hours, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. For more information or
to make an appointment call (850) 997-3311 or go to
jeffersonartsgallery.com. 

July 4, 6, 7, 8
AA meetings are held at 8 p.m. on Thursdays,
Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays at Christ Episcopal
Church annex at 425 N. Cherry St. For information
call (850) 251-0278.

July 6
Saint Phillip AME Church will host a Youth
Explosion at 5 p.m. on Saturday at its location, 08
Phillip Rd. All are invited to join in and “explode”
for Jesus. For more information call (850) 997-4226,
(850) 291- 6938 or email jwtallen@aol.com. 

July 6
Tampa Taiko drummers, a premier musical group
dedicated to the Japanese art of drumming, will visit
the public library. The program will begin at 1 p.m.
on Saturday and will be especially geared towards all
school-aged youth and their parents.

July 7
VFW Post 251 and it's Auxiliary Unit meet at 5 p.m.
on the first Sunday at the former full-service building
on the old Jefferson Elementary School campus at
Mamie Scott Drive and Rocky Branch Road. Contact
Commander Ned Hill at (850) 339-5524 or President
Shirley Washington at (850) 997-8333 for more info.
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Obituaries

Thank You
We, the

family of the
late Veronica
Johnson, thank
you for your
supportive
prayers and
words of
comfort during

our recent loss.  We appreciate all of you
for your thoughts, sympathy and
concern. A special thanks is extended to
the staff at Cross Landings Health and
Rehabilitation Center and Mr. Al Hall
and staff at Tillman Funeral Home for
their professional service and support
provided to our family.  Also, a special
thanks is extended to the Reverend J.W.
Tisdale, the St Phillip A.M.E Church
family and the Springfield A.M.E.
Church family for their support during
this difficult season in our lives.  We
have found healing in God’s tender love
and embrace, and in knowing that others
remembered and cared.

We love all of you.  May God keep
you and bless you!

Reverend Gloria A. Cox and Family

Sandra B. Miller
Sandra B. Miller, 79,

of Monticello, Fla., reposed
in the Lord, on June 26,
2019, in Fayetteville, N.C.

Grave-side services
will occur at 10 a.m. on
Friday, July 5, at the
Tallahassee National
Cemetery, in Tallahassee,
Fla., with Rev. Christopher
Greaves of Piedmont Park

Alliance Church officiating. 
Sandra was born in Cody, Wyo., on October 6,

1939. 
In 1959, she graduated from Sibley Nursing

School, Washington, D.C. For more than 50 years, she
provided health care as a registered nurse. 

Sandra is predeceased by her parents Dr. Walter W.
Bennett and Rachel Grace (né Leavitt) Bennett and her

husband Thomas W. Miller.  
Sandra is survived by her children and their

spouses: Monica and Tim Kissner, Marcia and Chuck
Pickering, Michella and Joe Stephan, Michael and
Donia Schmiege, and Tom and Donna Miller; her
siblings: Dennis Bennett, Kerwin Bennett and Shannon
Sosebee; her grandchildren: Ryan Pickering, Walker
Pickering, Adam McIntire, Carter Pickering, Marc
Saleme, Daniel Kissner, Samuel Kissner, Owen
Schmiege, Grace Ayala, Rachel Schmiege, Bennett
Schmiege, Georgia Miller and Ryan Miller; and six
great-grand-children.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations in honor
of Sandra to Piedmont Park Alliance Church, located at
3210 Thomasville Rd.,Tallahassee, Fla. 32308.

Online condolences may be left at
jerniganwarren.com. Arrangements made by Jernigan-
Warren Funeral Home, 545 Ramsey St. Fayetteville,
N.C. 28301. 

Levi Waylon Singleton, 16, of Lamont, passed
away in Tallahassee, Fla., on June 30, 2019.

He is preceded in death by his dad, Jeffrey
Waylon Singleton, of Lamont and both his
grandmothers, Linda McGuire and Versie Cook, both
of Monticello.

He is survived by his mother, Mary Singleton; his
stepdad, Rockey Agner; his brothers: Devin Singleton
and Matthew Cole Agner, both of Lamont and Sawyer
Agner, of Madison; his sisters: Kaylee Agner, of
Lamont and Trista Agner, of Pennsylvania; his
grandpa, Bobby Cook Sr.; his grandmother, Barbara

Cook, of Lamont; his aunts: Laura Little (Jr.), of
Lamont, Lisa Panarotti (Chad) and Norma Barclay,
both of Madison; his Uncle Bobby Cook Jr., of
Lamont; and lots of cousins and friends.

He was an avid outdoorsman.
Levi loved fishing, hunting, driving his truck and

spending time with his family. He also enjoyed
playing sports.

The viewing will be held on Wednesday, July 3,
2019, from 2 to 3 p.m., at the Church of Nazarene, in
Monticello, followed by the services and burial, which
will take place at Sardis Cemetery, in Monticello.

Levi Waylon Singleton



Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

The First Bank, the new face of
the former FMB Bank of
Monticello, recently hosted the
June Business After 5 gathering of
Jefferson County professionals.

Organized by the Monticello-
Jefferson County Chamber of
Commerce, the Business After 5
socials provide an opportunity for
Jefferson County's business
owners, community partners and
chamber members to gather
together for socializing and
mingling “after 5 p.m.”

These professional and
recreational gatherings are designed
with the mindset that “people do
business with people they know.”

Business After 5 events are free
and open to the public, especially to
chamber members.

On Thursday, June 27, the staff
at The First Bank welcomed
various chamber members into

their business, which is located at
1200 E. Washington St.

Business After 5 attendees
enjoyed drinks and food from
local restaurants, including
Johnston's Meat Market, Rancho
Grande and the Lazy Lizard
Pizza Company, while mingling in
the bank's lobby with other local
professionals.

Michele Arceneaux, president
of the Monticello-Jefferson
Chamber of Commerce, provided a
brief welcome to the social's
attendees before The First Bank's
Tallahassee and Monticello
Marketing President, Don May,
thanked the gathered business
professionals of Monticello for
their attendance.

In 2018, The First Bank
merged with Monticello's FMB
Bank, which had served the
community of Jefferson County
since 1906.

May spoke regarding the
merger, saying that the newly

merged companies have finally
gotten through the joining of
their two companies and were
looking forward to the many
years ahead.

“The Monticello branch is
very important to the company,”
said May. “Monticello absolutely
matters to The First Bank, and
we look forward to many more
years here, serving Jefferson
County.”

Those interested in staying
up to date on future Business
After 5 events, as well as other
chamber activities, services and
events, can contact Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Katrina Richardson at
info@monticellojeffersonfl.com
or (850) 997-5552.
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The First Bank hosts
Business After 5 social 

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By Ashley Hunter, June 27, 2019
Employees at Monticello's The First Bank, Lori Parramore

(left), Joe Anderson (center) and Lani Howell (right), served drinks
while their bank hosted the evening's Business After 5 gathering.

Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

On Friday, June 21, Perrigo Company issued a
voluntary recall of their 35-ounce containers of
Parent's Choice Advantage infant formula milk-
based powder with iron.

This product, made exclusively for Walmart
stores, is being recalled after Perrigo received a
consumer report alerting them to the presence of
foreign metal matter in the formula. Over 23,000
containers of the Parent's Choice formula is being
included in this recall. 

While the product has been removed from
Walmart store shelves, Perrigo is concerned that
consumers may have purchased the recalled product
before it was removed.

Consumers who have recently purchased
Parent's Choice formula should examine the formula
cartons for the identifying Lot Code C26EVFV with
a “use by” date of Feb. 26, 2021, which can be
found on the bottom of the package. 

Any consumers who purchased the product
should discontinue use of the product and can visit
their local Walmart store for a refund.

As of June 21, no adverse reactions have been
reported to Perrigo as a result of the foreign metal

matter.
Consumers with questions about Parent’s

Choice Advantage Infant Formula Milk-Based
Powder with Iron can contact Perrigo Consumer
Affairs at (866) 629-6181.

While this recall does not affect any other
Perrigo or Parent's Choice products, the 35-ounce
containers of Parent's Choice Advantage Infant
Formula Milk-Based Powder have been distributed
to Walmart stores around the United States.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By 
Ashley Hunter, June 27, 2019

Aria Morgan, the two-year-
old daughter of Dylan and
Hannah Morgan, an employee at
The First Bank. Aria was one of
the younger attendees at the
June Business After 5 social at
the bank.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By Ashley Hunter, June 27, 2019
The Business After 5 business social held on Thursday, June 27, was hosted by staff members of The First Bank in Monticello. The well-attended

event had a variety of food and drinks for guests to enjoy as they mingled in the main lobby of the downtown bank.

RECALL: Infant Formula

Today

*From: Cousins Who Love You,
Marie, Miley, Willie & Rosa Bassa

87

A Very, Very Special
Happy Birthday!!

To: CORNELL (GRUFF) HUGGINS

*Born: July 3, 1932
(Lloyd, Florida)

Orlando, Florida
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Work Toward Your
Own Financial

Independence Day

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot
provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your attorney

or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Once again, it’s time for fireworks, picnics and
parades as the nation celebrates Independence Day.
Collectively, we enjoy many liberties, but some freedoms
can be elusive – and financial freedom is one of them.
What actions can you take to help yourself eventually
declare your own financial independence?

For starters, you’ll want to determine what financial
independence means to you. Is it the liberty to meet all
your cash flow needs? The freedom to retire comfortably,
at the age you choose? The ability to set up the kind of
legacy you’d like to leave? If any or all of these things
are important to you, consider the following suggestions:

Liberate yourself from oppressive debts. The cost
of living is certainly not cheap, so it’s hardly surprising
that so many people incur significant debt. Yet, the higher
your debt load, the less you’ll have available to invest for
the future. Debt might be one of the biggest barriers you
face on the road to your financial independence. To avoid
piling on too much debt, live within your means. Take
steps such as saving for a vacation, rather than putting it
all on your credit card, and getting just one more year out
of that old car. Look for bargains everywhere – and find
out what you can live without. And if you have sizable
debts, see if you can consolidate them and lower your
interest payments.

Free yourself from chaotic investing. The financial
markets can be unpredictable – but that doesn’t mean your
investment moves have to be chaotic. So, for example,
instead of responding to a sudden plunge in stock prices
by selling stocks that still may be fundamentally sound
with strong growth potential, you might be much better
off by holding your ground. And you’ll be in a better
position to do nothing during periods of market volatility
when you’ve already done something – namely, built an
investment portfolio that reflects your goals, time horizon
and risk tolerance. With this type of portfolio in place,
you’ll be in a good position to overlook the day-to-day
fluctuations in the market and keep your focus on your
long-term goals.

Unleash the potential in your retirement plan.
Your 401(k) or similar employer-sponsored plan is a great
way to save for retirement. You can contribute pre-tax
dollars, so the more you put in, the lower your taxable
income, and your earnings can grow tax deferred. (With
a Roth 401(k), you put in after-tax dollars, but your
withdrawals are tax-free, provided you meet certain
conditions.) But despite these tax advantages, your
401(k)’s full potential won’t be realized unless you fund
it adequately. Try to contribute as much as you can afford
each year and increase your contributions as your salary
goes up. Another way to uncap your 401(k)’s potential is
by choosing appropriate investments. Your 401(k) likely
contains a dozen or more investment options, so you’ll
want a mix that offers the greatest possibilities for growth
within the context of your personal risk tolerance.

Gaining your financial independence requires time
and commitment. But once you’ve achieved this freedom,
you’ll know it was worth the effort. And who knows? You
might even want to wave a sparkler or two to celebrate.

Healthy Start
Coalition finds
a new home

Rick Patrick
ECB Publishing, Inc.

The Healthy Start Coalition
of Jefferson, Madison and Taylor
Counties, Inc. has found a new
home. They are now located in
the old Greenville Primary
School location, which can be
found at 1476 SW Main St., in
Greenville. The new location
provides almost twice the space
the coalition held before. 

“We  have moved from
1,300 square feet into the lower
portion of the building,

occupying almost 3,000 square
feet to accommodate both our
coalition needs and our Healthy
Families program,” said Cindy
Hutto, business manager for the
Healthy Start Coalition of
Jefferson, Madison and Taylor
Counties, Inc. 

The Healthy Start Coalition
of Jefferson, Madison and Taylor
Counties, Inc. was created in
1993. The primary focus of the
coalition is to insure the heath
and well-being of pregnant
women and their babies and to
reduce infant mortality. 

Over the years, the coalition
has partnered with over 30
community agencies to identify
and provide support for many
needs that affect the lives of
pregnant women and their
children. Some of the services
provided include smoking
cessation, car seat classes,
nutritional education, parenting
education and much more.

More information about the
Healthy Start Coalition of
Jefferson, Madison and Taylor
Counties, Inc. can be found at
healthystartjmt.org.

Photo Courtesy of Healthy Start Coalition
The Healthy Start Coalition of Jefferson, Madison and Taylor Counties, Inc. has moved into a new location, located at 1476 SW Main St., in Greenville.

TTiicckkeett  WWiinnnneerrss

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By 
Ashley Hunter, June 26, 2019

Sarah Millette holds up her ticket
voucher that gave Millette and three
other family members or friends a full
day of theme park rides, attractions
and a free Lauren Daigle concert on
Saturday, June 29.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By 
Ashley Hunter, June 26, 2019

Whitney McKnight was selected as
one of the lucky winners of Wild
Adventures tickets. McKnight's four
tickets allowed her and a group of
friends or family to go listen to Lauren
Daigle perform live at the theme park
on Saturday, June 29.



Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Being presented with the honor
of graduating as a valedictorian is
one that many high school students
attempt to achieve through hard
work, studying and commitment to
their education.

On Saturday, May 25, Aucilla
Christian Academy (ACA)
recognized their graduating class of
2019, with valedictorian Emily
Brock leading her classmates as the
school's valedictorian with a 4.0
GPA.

The daughter of Kirk and Katie
Brock, Emily Brock's presence at
ACA's graduation ceremony as a star
academic for her high school brought

Emily Brock along the path of
previous family members.

While the experience of leading
her graduating class was a new
experience for Brock, it was one that
her family was familiar with – as
Emily Brock's graduation as
valedictorian marked the fourth time
that a member of the Brock family
has graduated from a Jefferson
County high school with the honor.

The first member of the Brock
family to graduate with the illustrious
title of valedictorian was Karen
Brock Knox, Emily Brock's aunt, in
1976.

Karen Knox graduated from
Aucilla Christian Academy, where
she would be followed by her
younger brother, Kelly Hans Brock

as another ACA valedictorian in
1993.

Exactly 20 years later, the third
Brock Family valedictorian would
contribute to his family's
educational legacy, with
Emily Brock's older
brother, Jamen Brock
graduating from
Jefferson County Middle-
High School as the
valedictorian of his
school's 2013 graduating
class.

So when Emily
Brock graduated in May
of 2019 as yet another
valedictorian for the
Brock family, naturally
the event was cause for

celebration.
At the May 25 graduation

ceremony for the ACA class of 2019,
the four valedictorians posed for a
photo together, commemorating the
moment for their family.

Following their graduation, all
four Brock valedictorians have gone
on to lead vibrant, successful lives.

Currently, Karen Brock Knox
stays passionate about health through
her work as a wellness coach as well
as a domestic engineer. Knox is an
accountant for the family business
and is married to Kenny Knox.

Kelly Hans Brock is the deputy
public works director and city
engineer for the City of Casselberry,
located in Central Florida. Kelly
Brock stays busy overseeing the
improvement of Casselberry's streets,
trails, parks, lakes and drainage
facilities.

Jamen Brock currently works for
Tallahassee's Florida State
University, his college alma mater,
where he is employed in the Office
of Distance Learning.

Having recently graduated,
Emily Brock will be attending the
University of Georgia, where she will
pursue a degree in animal sciences.

School
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Today

MRS. LULA MAE WILSON BLAKE
St. Phillip Community (Lloyd, Florida)

*From: The Bassa Family
(Special Friends)

St. Phillip A.M.E. Church

95

Lloyd, Florida

Happy 95th Birthday!

*Born: July 3, 1924
*Spouse: Ivory Blake
(Died: 1977, Age 55)

*Children: Gail, Grace, Annie
(5)    Pearl, Bobby, Wilson

A family trait

Photo Submitted
A family of valedictorians stand together at Emily Brock's graduation from Aucilla Christian Academy. Pictured,

from left to right, are: Karen Brock Knox (1976 ACA valedictorian), Kelly Hans Brock (1993 ACA valedictorian), Jamen
Brock (2013 Jefferson County Middle-High School valedictorian) and Emily Brock (2019 ACA valedictorian).

Brock family celebrates lineage of four valedictorians

Karen Brock Knox (1976) Kelly Hans Brock (1993) Jamen Brock (2013) Emily Brock (2019)



Change happens. This month I officially
retired, and there is a new minister shepherding
First United Methodist of Monticello. He is excited

and full of energy and the Spirit of
God. I invite you to come check
him out and experience some of
the blessing our community will
have through him and his young
family joining us! 
Change happens, most times

for the good.  Two days ago, I
retired. 243 years ago, our nation

declared its independence. 
Sometimes, however, change presents a

challenge. 232 years ago, on June 28, 1787,
Benjamin Franklin addressed President George
Washington and delegates at the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia, Pa. 

Part of his address included the following:
“In the beginning of the contest with Great

Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we had
daily prayer in this room for the Divine Protection.
Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were
graciously answered. All of us who were engaged

in the struggle must have observed frequent
instances of a Superintending providence in our
favor. To that kind providence we owe this happy
opportunity of consulting in peace on the means of
establishing our future national felicity. And have
we now forgotten that powerful friend? Or do we
imagine that we no longer need His assistance?

I have lived, Sir, a long time and the longer I
live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth
that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his
notice, is it probable that an empire can rise
without his aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the
sacred writings that "except the Lord build they
labor in vain that build it." I firmly believe this;
and I also believe that without His concurring aid
we shall succeed in this political building no better
than the Builders of Babel: We shall be divided by
our little partial local interests; our projects will be
confounded, and we ourselves shall be become a
reproach and a bye word down to future age. And
what is worse, mankind may hereafter this
unfortunate instance, despair of establishing
Governments by Human Wisdom, and leave it to
chance, war, and conquest.

I therefore beg leave to move that henceforth
prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its
blessings on our deliberations, be held in this
Assembly every morning before we proceed to
business, and that one or more of the Clergy of this
City be requested to officiate in that service.”

Would that we would always implore the
assistance of heaven and God’s blessings on our
deliberations and endeavors!
Call me optimistic, but I still believe in the

USA. I still believe in one nation under God. In
God I still trust. I believe our founding leaders
trusted and depended on God when they made and
adopted the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution of the United States.  Because of their
trust, God blessed us as a nation. I believe that if
we remember to trust and depend on God today,
God will use us to make great things happen; and
again, God will bless us as a nation.
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From the Pulpit...
May God Bless America

Pastor John Hicks
United Methodist

Minister

Faith & Family

625 Tindell Rd. • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello
Pastor Daryl Adams 

(850) 251-0129
Sunday School...........................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service..........................11:00 AM
Worship Service........................................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice............................................6:00 PM
Fellowship Meal.........................................6:45 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study......................7:10 PM

US 19 South at Cooper’s Pond Road
(850) 997-1166

Minister Steve Cordle
Sunday Bible School................................10:00 AM
Worship Hour..........................................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Bible Study ................................................7:00 PM

285 Magnolia St. • Monticello • 997-2165
cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor
Sunday School ...........................................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship .......................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening ........................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening ..................................7:00 PM

425 N. Cherry St. • Monticello • 997-4116
ChristChurchMonticello.com

Email: christchurch425@yahoo.com
Father Steve Passah

Communicating the Good News
of Jesus Christ since 1840

Adult and Children Sunday School...........9:00 AM
Holy Eucharist.........................................10:00 AM

Nursery provided for children under 5

US 19 N 1590 N. Jefferson St. (US 19)
(850) 997-3906

monticellonaz@gmail.com
Shawn  and Bethany Grosvenor, Pastors
Sunday School.........................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship.....................................10:45 AM
Student Life Group....................................4:30 PM

Tuesday Evening
Mens & Ladies Bible Study........................6:00 PM

Saturday
Spanish Church Services............................7:30 PM

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd. • Monticello •  997-8444
Email: secretary@ebcmonticello.com

ebcmonticello.com
Pastor Robert Dennison

Sunday Bible Study....................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship Service........................11:00 AM
Choir Practice.............................................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..........................6:00 PM          

Wednesday
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting......................6:00 PM

RA’s/GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

325 W. Washington St.
Monticello (850) 997-2349 • fbcmonticello.org

Pastor Sean Vickers
Worship – Grow – Serve - Share

Sunday
Sunday Morning Bible Study....................9:30 AM
Worship....................................................10:45 AM

Children’s Church (K5 - Second Grade)
Sunday Evening Bible Study.....................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Family Meal...............................................5:00 PM
Children’s Ministry....................................6:00 PM
Youth Ministry...........................................6:00 PM
Adult Prayer and Bible Study....................6:00 PM
Choir Practice.............................................7:00 PM

955 Lemon St./ P.O. Box 1112, Monticello, 
(850) 545-2039

sonnyjohnjr@aol.com
Pastor John Jones

Sabbath Morning Worship......................11:00 AM
Wednesday/Friday Bible Study................6:30 PM

325 W. Walnut St., Monticello • 997-5545
Pastor Jon Brewster
monticelloFUMC.org

Sunday
Praise & Worship......................................8:30 AM
Sunday School..........................................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship...............................11:00 AM

290 E. Dogwood St., Monticello • 997-2252
R.C. Griffin, III, Pastor

Sunday School...........................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.....................................11:00 AM
Adult Bible Study, Wednesday........6:30-7:30 PM
Men’s Breakfast, 2nd Saturday...................8:00 AM 

MONTICELLO

690 Cypress St., Monticello • (850) 997-4375
“Still standing on the promises of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School..........................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship.......................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday.........................Youth Praise & Worship
3rd Sunday...................................Holy Communion
4th Sunday................Individual Outreach Ministry

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

1287 S. Jefferson St. • 997-RGCC (7422)
restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Monday Womens Fitness & Fellowship...6:00 PM
Sunday Church Service............................10:00 AM
Tuesday Night Taebo................................6:00 PM 
Thursday Church Service........................7:00 PM

Pastor’s Office by Appointment

4543 Waukeenah Hwy. •  (850) 264-0802
sardismumc.org

Pastor Steve Lenzo
pastor@sardismumc.org

Sunday Worship Service ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday School To Follow

Tuesday Bible Study..................................6:30 PM

780 Second St. • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Sunday Church School..............................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays)....11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)....................11:00 AM

Wednesdays 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study......................7:00 PM

MONTICELLO

415 E. Palmer Mill Rd. • Monticello • 997-1119
newhopecog.net “The Sunday Place To Be”

Pastor Dr. E. Bob Kuschel
Sunday School.........................................10:00 AM
Worship Service.......................................11:00 AM
Wed. Bible Study........................................7:00 PM

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
(850) 997-1596

Pastor David During
Sunday Bible Study..................................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.......................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.........................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible & Prayer Meeting..........7:00 PM

13 Barrington Rd., Monticello 
(850) 997-8747

Rev. James Mack, Pastor
Sunday School.........................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship (1st and 3rd Sundays)...11:00 AM

Thursday before Morning Worship
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting......................7:30 PM

Hwy. 27 South (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • (850) 997-4226

Rev. J. W. Tisdale
Sunday Morning........................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.......................................11:00 AM

Tuesday
Basic English Class by Gloria Norton......7:00 PM

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study..................................7:00 PM

Calvary Baptist Church

Central Baptist Church

Central Church of Christ

Christ Episcopal Church

Church of the Nazarene

Elizabeth Baptist Church

First Baptist Church of Monticello

First United Methodist Church

First Corinthian Church

First Presbyterian Church

Greater Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church

Restored Glory Christian Center

Sardis United Methodist Church

Memorial M.B. Church

New Hope Church of God

Olive Baptist Church

St. Rilla Missionary Baptist Church

St. Phillip A.M.E. Church

CHURCH NEWS NOTES
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com OR (850) 997-3568

July 3
First Presbyterian Church, 290 E. Dogwood St.,
will host EaglesWings, an outreach food ministry
serving the community, on the first and third

Wednesday from 9 to 11 a.m.
Volunteers are always needed
to distribute food items and

to donate non-perishable food
items. Contact Coordinator JoAnne Arnold at (850)
997-2252 or eagleswingsmonticello@yahoo.com
for more information. Rev. R.C. Griffin, church
pastor.

July 6
St. Phillip AME Church will host a 'Youth
Explosion' at 5 p.m. on
Saturday at its location,
08 Phillip Rd. All are
invited to come, join
and explode for Jesus.
For more
information call
(850) 997-4226, (850) 291- 6938 or go to
jwtallen@aol.com. Church Pastor is J.W. Tisdale. 

July 8-12 
Mt. Olive AME Church, located at 6641 Lake
Road, will host a Community Revival Monday
through Friday at 7 p.m. nightly. Rev. Clifford Hill,
Sr., pastor.

July 9
Jefferson County Ministerial Association meets on
the second Tuesday at the Brick House Eatery at 8
a.m. to discuss upcoming community events.
Churches and communities are stronger when they
cooperate and meet together. Rev. Sean Vickers,
FBC pastor.

July 26, 27
USDA Commodities Food Program and Second
Harvest Food Bank together with the churches of
New Bethel AME, Mt. Pleasant AME, Elizabeth
MB, Hickory Hill MB and Philadelphia MB will
provide food to those needing assistance monthly at
8 a.m. on the fourth Saturday with distribution at
the New Bethel AME Church, 6496 Ashville Hwy.
Volunteers are also needed on the Friday evening
before at 6 p.m. to help bag the food packages.
Contact Nellie Randell at (850) 997-5605 or Jackie
Harvey at (850) 997-8410 to volunteer or for more
information about this program. Rev. Jimmie F.
Dickey, New Bethel church pastor.



Debbie Snapp
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Nan Baughman, counselor for the Jefferson
County Refuge House, met with members of
the Union Hill African Methodist Episcopal
Church recently to pick up supplies the
outreach church ministry had collected for
clients in the domestic and sexual violence
awareness program. 
This is a ministry the church has supported

for several years now. The members collect
cleaning supplies, canned goods, personal and
hygiene articles, healthcare items, hair products
and other toiletry items. Also, arts and crafts
and toys for the children.
To thank them for their efforts, Baughman

presented the group with a Certificate of
Appreciation. 
Refuge House provides direct services to

domestic abuse and sexual assault survivors,
and community education, in all eight counties
of the Big Bend Area of North Florida with 24-
hour hotline services.
Rev. Joseph O. Love is pastor of Union

Hill AME Church.
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LLOYD

WACISSA

TALLAHASSEE

WAUKEENAH

Faith & Family

14492 Waukeenah Hwy., Wacissa
P.O. Box 411 • (850) 997-2179 • wacissaumc.org

Pastor Steve Lenzo
pastor@wacissaumc.org

Sunday School............................................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.......................................10:55 AM

Wednesday
Dinner & Prayer Meeting...........................5:45 PM
Youth Group...............................................6:15 PM
Choir Practice.............................................7:00 PM

81 Methodist Church Rd., Waukeenah  
(850) 997-2171 • waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Tim Luther
Sunday

Sunday School............................................9:45 AM
Worship Service.......................................11:00 AM
Youth Group...............................................5:00 PM

Wednesday
Youth Group..............................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice.............................................7:00 PM

waukeenahcemetery.com

7150 Apalachee Pkwy., Tallahassee
chbaptistchurch.org

Pastor Derrick Burrus
(850) 345-0425

Sunday School.........................................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.......................................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel.....................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.........................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening.................................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

5593 Veterans Memorial Dr. (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • (850) 893-5296
indianspringsbaptistchurch.com

indspgs@gmail.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School............................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.......................................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................................6:15 PM
Prayer Meeting...........................................7:00 PM
Children/Youth Programs.........................7:00 PM

1206 Springfield Rd., Lloyd 
(850) 997-TLC7 [8527]

Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz
TransformingLifeChurch.com

Sunday
Sunday School........................................... 9:30 AM
Celebration Service & Children’s Church......10:30 AM
Evening Prayer.................................................6:00 PM

Monday - 7 PM
Living Free Small Groups

Wednesday - 7 PM
Adult Bible Study • TLC Youth Group • TLC Kid’s Club

124 St. Louis St., Lloyd • (850) 997-5309
Pastor Jered Day

fbclloyd.net • fbclloyd1@embarqmail.com
Sunday

Sunday School............................................9:15 AM
Praise & Worship.....................................10:30 AM
KidzQuest.................................................5:30 PM
Youth Group............................................6:00 PM
Evening Praise & Worship......................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Family Supper............................................5:30 PM
Children’s Music, Missions and More......6:30 PM
Youth Group.............................................6:30 PM
Worship on Wednesday...........................6:30 PM
College and Career...................................8:00 PM

Other
Crafty Ladies Thursday.............................9:30 AM

Transforming Life Church Assembly of God

Wacissa United Methodist Church Waukeenah United Methodist

Capital Heights Baptist Church

Indian Springs Baptist Church

First Baptist Church of Lloyd

July 1 - 5 
Memorial Missionary Baptist Church

780 Second St. 
On Safari Managing What Belongs to God, 

Psalm 24:1
6 to 8 p.m.

Monday through Friday 
Ages: Preschool to adults
Refreshments will be served

Contact Rev. Joretha Sloan at (850) 997-2705
Church Pastor Rev. J.B. Duval

July 8 – 10
Sweetfield Missionary Baptist Church

3679 Old Lloyd Rd.  
In The Wild
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Monday through Wednesday
For all ages

Snacks provided
Contact Gloria Gallon at (850) 322-5009
Church Pastor Kassalando Brooks, Sr.

July 8 – 12
Greater Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church

690 Cypress St.
World Changers: Leading Through Action 

* Acts 1:6-8
6 to 8 p.m.

Monday through Friday
Ages: preschool to adults
Refreshments at 5 p.m.

Contact Patricia A. Hall at (850) 933-8736
Church Pastor Melvin Roberts

July 22 -26
Bethel AME Church
410 York Rd.

Superheroes Train With Jesus
6 to 8 p.m.

Monday through Friday
Ages: PreK to adults

Refreshments served nightly
Church Pastor Jeffrey Graham

July 22 -26
Restored Glory Christian Center

1287 S. Jefferson St.
Gear Up Soldiers of the Lord

6 to 8 p.m.
Monday through Friday
Dinner provided
Ages: three and up

Transportation is available
Contact the church at (850) 997-7422

Church Pastor Eddie Yon

Vacation Bible School
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com (850) 997-3568

Union Hill AME continues to support Refuge House 

Photo Courtesy of Union Hill AME Church, June 2019
Members of the Union Hill AME Church received a Certificate of Appreciation from Jefferson County

Refuge House Counselor Nan Baughman for their continued support of the program and its efforts to the
community. Pictured, from left to right, are: Baughman, Lorene Howard, Annette Wilson, Barbara Robinson
and Rev. Minnie Robinson, associate pastor. Not pictured is Clifford Plummer.

Ministerial Association updates and thoughts
Debbie Snapp

ECB Publishing, Inc.
The Jefferson County Ministerial Association

met on June 11, at the Brick House Eatery to
discuss a few of the past events, including Holy
Week and National Day of Prayer and a few
upcoming events, including the Watermelon
Festival, Community Thanksgiving Service and a
financial update.
Those attending the Tuesday morning meeting

included R.C. Griffin, pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church; Jered Day, pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Lloyd; John Hicks, pastor of the
Monticello First United Methodist Church; and
Sean Vickers, pastor of the Monticello First Baptist
Church.
The Holy Week venue took place at the First

Presbyterian Church and was well-received. The

music by Sissy Kilpatrick went very well and the
Purvis Brothers were a good addition. The
consensus from the group was to keep the luncheon
meal free of charge and offer the opportunity to
donate. 
The National Day of Prayer venue received

good community involvement, with 50+ attending
the noontime event held in the north parking area of
the courthouse, a good location to gather. First
United Methodist Church provided the sound
system. It was a great blessing and a much-needed
resource. 
In talking about the Watermelon Festival, it was

agreed that the churches were a good inclusion to
the annual event. The First Presbyterian Church
kept its community room doors open for those
needing to get out of the heat. The Lloyd First
Baptist Church provided watermelon slices for sale
while several churches decorated floats for

participation in the parade. 
The Community Thanksgiving Service was

reviewed with discussion to move the service to the
Tuesday night of Thanksgiving week in order to get
multiple churches involved.
The next monthly meeting of the Jefferson

County Ministerial Association will be held on the
second Tuesday of the month, July 9, at the Brick
House Eatery. If you would like to have breakfast,
arrive at 8 a.m. The meeting will start promptly at
8:30 a.m.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Partner to
“oohed”
6. Frying dishes
10. Turncoats
14. Tropical fruit
15. Combinations of
ideas
17. Sick
19. Consumed
20. Is in possession
of
21. Zodiac sign
22. Hem and __
23. Small country
along the Arabian
Peninsula
24. Petty quarrel
26. Scold
29. Volcanic crater
31. Present
32. TV network
34. “Rule Britannia”
composer
35. Some hold
lunches
37. Spring harvest
in South Asia
38. Feline
39. Precipitation
40. In addition
41. Using as a
foundation
43. Without
45. Ancient Roman
garment

46. Political action
committee
47. A way to excite
49. Swiss river
50. A place to relax
53. NE Ohio
ballplayer
57. Rocky bodies
orbiting the sun
58. Horse-drawn
vehicle
59. Soaks
60. Cunning
61. The underworld

CLUES DOWN
1. Water (Spanish)
2. Your parent’s
sister
3. Incline from
vertical
4. The night before
5. Female
descendants from
American
revolutionaries
6. Exclamation of
disgust
7. Affirmative votes
8. Midway between
north and
northwest
9. Soft-shell clams
10. Layer at the
back of the eyeball
11. Tennis great

Arthur
12. Where golf
games begin
13. Soviet Socialist
Republic
16. Capital of
Zimbabwe
18. This and __
22. Laugh
23. Adhere to the
rules
24. He comes each
December
25. Before
27. Hindu cymbals
28. __ and flows
29. Personal
computer
30. Semite
31. “Star Wars”
hero Solo
33. Data executive
35. Hybrid fruits
36. Capital of Latvia
37. Moved swiftly
39. Troublemaker
42. Averts
43. Garment worn
by S. Asian women
44. It cools your
house
46. Homes to
bachelors
47. Besides
48. Cowboys great
Leon

49. Griffith or
Rooney
50. Province of
Pakistan
51. Part of a book
52. Gasteyer and
Ivanovic are two
53. Automobile
54. Afflict
55. To the __
degree
56. Arrived extinct
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Grill up all-in-one
stuffed hotdogs

Recipe Courtesy of Metro Editorial
Backyard barbecues simply would not be the

same without hotdogs. While many people may not
eat hotdogs during much of the year, come
summertime when the grills are fired up, hotdogs
take center stage.

Hotdogs make great additions to backyard
barbecues because they can be tinkered with to
provide a host of different flavors. Those who really
want their hotdogs to pack a flavorful punch can try
the following recipe.

Ingredients
2     teaspoons spicy brown mustard
2     tablespoons ketchup
1     cup refrigerated sauerkraut, drained, rinsed and
coarsely chopped
4     large hotdogs, such as knockwurst
½    ounce cheddar cheese, cut into 4 small sticks
4     slices bacon
       Oil for coating grill screen
4     long hotdog buns or small sub rolls, split

Grill Settings
Gas: Direct heat, medium high (425 F to 450 F);

Clean, oiled grate
Charcoal: Direct heat, light ash; 12-by-12-inch

charcoal bed (about 3 dozen coals); Clean, oiled
grate on lowest setting

Wood: Direct heat, light ash; 12-by-12-inch bed,
three to four inches deep; Clean, oiled grate set two
inches above the fire

Instructions
1. Heat the grill as directed.
2. Mix the mustard, ketchup and sauerkraut in a

small bowl.
3. Slit the hotdogs lengthwise, forming a deep

pocket end to end in each one. Fill the pockets
halfway with the sauerkraut mixture. Put a stick of
cheese in the center of each and top with the
remaining sauerkraut mixture. 

4. Wrap a bacon slice around each hotdog to
hold it together, and secure the ends of each bacon
strip with wooden toothpicks.

5. Put the grill screen on the grill and coat it
with oil. Wait a minute or two, until the surface is
hot. Grill the hotdogs until the bacon is cooked
through and the hotdogs are browned on all sides,
about two minutes per side.

6. To toast the buns, put them cut-sides down
directly over the fire for the last minute of cooking.
Serve the hotdogs on the buns. 
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LEGALNOTICES

The official legal publisher for
Monticello and Jefferson County
bookkeeper@ecbpublishing.com

HUGE ESTATE SALE
Hosted by Kelley's Estate

Liquidators.
Saturday  July 6.    8am - 6pm
Sunday    July 7.    9am - 4pm

1100 Pear St. Monticello 
Home is full of vintage items,
antiques and amazing art! Visit
kelleysestateliquidators.com for
pictures of all the wonderful
things for sale. 7/3,5

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2019 CP 000040

IN RE: ESTATE OF
VELETA MORE MAYS

Deceased.
________________________/

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of VELETA MORE MAYS, deceased, whose
date of death was November 14, 2018, is pending in the Circuit Court in and for
Jefferson County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is: 1 Courthouse
Circle, Monticello, Florida 32344. The names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal representative's attorney are set forth below. The estate
is intestate.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. ALL
CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S DATE OF DEATH
IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is June 26, 2019.

Dated: June 18 , 2019.

Attorney for Personal Representative:
_______________________________
Eric S. Haug
Florida Bar No. 0850713
Eric S. Haug Law & Consulting, P.A.
401 East Virginia Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Phone: (850) 583-1480
Fax: (855) 825-4449
Primary E-mail: eric@erichaug.com
Secondary E-mail: ehaug2@gmail.com 6/26,7/3

Personal Representative:
_______________________
Erica L. Mays
7965 Preservation Road
Tallahassee, Florida 32312

Call (850) 997-3568 to
place an advertisement

Clas        edssifi
Deadline: Monday, 3 PM

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

CDL drivers needed, Class B.
Apply in person only at Scruggs
Concrete Company, 186 SW
Commerce Dr., in Madison. 

1/16,rtn,c

PROPERTY MANAGER
needed for Section 8 housing.
Must have Section 8 or on-site
experience. Please send resume
to jefferson@apartmentcorp.com
PLEASE EMAIL RESUMES. 

4/5,rtn FOR SALE

TREE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

MR. STUMP 850-509-8530
Quick Responses. 2/24, rtn                   

SERVICES
2 BR /2 BA Mobile Home at
Monticello Meadows on
South Jefferson St. Call 850-
997-3890.                 5/11,rtn,c

915 sq ft Commercial Office Building; downtown Madison;
Shelby Ave; across from the courthouse and post office. Call
Emerald at (850) 997-3568 11/23,rtn,nc

FOR RENT

FURNITURE FOR SALE:
• Industrial mop w/ 20 year
head + bucket & wringer. $120
• Full-size Bed with head-
board, footboard; black wood
slats; hardware; memory foam
pad. $150 • Two night tables.
$20 • Table set; four wood
chairs; octagon glass top;
wood table. $75 — Call (850)
464-6257                 5/22,rtn,nc

PART TIME SYSTEM OPERATOR - Tri-County Electric
Cooperative, Inc. has an opening for a part time system operator
in our Madison Office.  The candidate must be able to demon-
strate excellent working knowledge of computers, outstanding
customer service skills, the ability to effectively multitask, and
must be able to communicate well using a two way radio and
telephone.  The ideal candidate must have the ability to remain
calm while making quick proficient decisions in a number of dif-
ferent circumstances including power restoration and emergency
situations. The candidate will be assigned two twelve hour
shifts during the weekend. Occasionally the candidate will be
required to provide additional support during the work week and
during extended power outage events. The Cooperative offers
a competitive salary, starting at $15 an hour for this position,
and benefits. Tri-County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
(EOE) and Drug Free Workplace (DFWP). Please submit a re-
sume and completed Tri-County Electric Application for Em-
ployment form, which is available at any TCEC office or online
at www.tcec.com, before July 5, 2019 to:
Andrew Pinkard Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
2862 West US 90, Madison, FL  32340 6/19-7/5,rtn

The City of Monticello is ac-
cepting applications for Police
Patrol Officer. Requires a
minimum of high school
diploma and Florida Police
Standards.  The successful can-
didate must live within 25 miles
of Monticello Police Station.
Must complete a Dept. field
training program within the first
month.  Background check re-
quired. Salary and benefit infor-
mation available upon request.
Submit to City of Monticello
195 S. Mulberry St. Monticello,
FL  32344, by 5:00 pm on
Wednesday 7/10/2019.
EOE/Drug-Free Workplace.

6/26-7/5

NOTICE OF OFFERING PROPERTY FOR SALE BY BID

          NOTICE IS GIVEN that the School Board (the “Board”) of Jefferson County,
Florida (the “County”) is offering property for sale to the highest bidder as set out
below. The property offered (the “Property”) is as follows:

          General Description:     The Old Food Service Building at the Jefferson
          Elementary School

          Address: Mamie Scott Drive
          Monticello, Florida 32344

          Parcel ID No.: Part of 19-2N-5E-0000-0370-0000

To be considered, bids must be received by the Superintendent of Schools at the
Board’s offices located at 1490 West Washington Street, Monticello, Florida 32344
no later than 4:00 p.m., on August 5, 2019. Bids must be sealed and shall be marked
on the outside as “Bids for Real Property Due August 5, 2019.”

Before submitting any bid, potential bidders must review the specifications for this
request for bids. The specifications include, among other things, how to make a bid,
the minimum bid, the required deposit, the process for evaluation of the bids, the terms
of the proposed sale, a drawing of the property being offered for sale and the Board’s
reserved rights and understandings. A copy of the specifications for this request for
bids may be obtained from the Hon. Marianne Arbulu, Superintendent of Schools for
Jefferson County, Florida at 1490 West Washington Street, Monticello, Florida 32344;
Email: marianne.arbulu@jeffersonschooldistrict.org.

          All questions concerning the above should be directed to the Hon. Marianne
Arbulu, Superintendent of Schools at (850) 342-0100.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF
JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

6/28,7/3

LEGAL NOTICE

The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will review a Special Excep-
tion Site Plan Application submitted by William Frank Varnedoe, for a Special Event
Wedding Venue. The meeting will be held on July 18, 2019 at 6:00 PM at the Jefferson
County Courthouse located at 1 Courthouse Circle, Monticello, FL435.  The meeting
may be continued as necessary. 

Information concerning the meeting is available at the Jefferson County Planning De-
partment, 445 W. Palmer Mill Road, Monticello, FL. 32344, Telephone 850-342-0223.
From the Florida “Government in the Sunshine Manual”, page 36, paragraph c: Each
board, commission, or agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof shall
include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of meeting or hearing is re-
quired, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the advice
that, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or com-
mission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings, is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 7/3

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 1998-DR-351
Family Division

RUTH A. BLAIR
f/k/a RUTH A. KILGORE,

Petitioner/Former Wife,
and

SAMUEL G. KILGORE JR.,
Respondent/Former Husband.

NOTICE OF ACTION

Action: Motion to Enforce Final Judgment and for Attorney's Fees

TO: Samuel G. Kilgore, Jr.
240 Harmony Hill Lane, Waynesville, North Carolina 28786

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Enforcement of Child Support Arrearage has
been filed against you and that you are required to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on Ruth A. Blair, whose address is 2086 Hollonville Road, Brooks,
Georgia 30205, on or before July 12, 2019, and file the original with the clerk of this
Court at Jefferson County Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Circle, Monticello, Florida
32344, before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a
default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in the Motion.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the
Clerk of the Circuit Court's office. You may review these documents upon re-
quest.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court's office notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Designation of Current Mailing and E-mail Address, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this law-
suit will be mailed or e-mailed to the addresses on record at the clerk's office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires cer-
tain automatic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to comply can
result in sanctions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

DATED: 06/18/19 CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Sherry Sears
Deputy Clerk 7/3,7/10

LEGAL NOTICE

Jefferson County School Board will hold it's Regular School Board Meeting on Mon-
day, July 8, 2019, at 6:00 pm  The meeting will be held at the District Office located
at 1490 W Washington Street, Monticello, FL 32344.  The public is invited to attend. 

7/3

4,000 square foot building for rent - of which 1,050 square foot
is climate controlled. Downtown Madison; Shelby Ave; across
from the courthouse and post office.  Call Emerald at (850) 997-
3568              7/3,rtn,nc

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

FIRST INSERTION
NOTICE OF DEPOSIT OF UNCLAIMED FUNDS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
UCN: 332011GA000049GAAXMX

REF #:2011000049GA
IN THE GUARDIANSHIP OF
THOMAS E. MCKENZIE

Incapacitated

In accordance with section 744.534, Florida Statutes, notice is hereby given that
KAREN P. CAMPBELL, Executive Director of Office of the Public Guardian, Inc.,
as Guardian for THOMAS E MCKENZIE, Ward, has deposited with the Clerk of the
Circuit Court in and for the Second Judicial Circuit for the State of Florida, the sum
of $666.39 representing the unclaimed funds belonging to the ward where the ward is
either deceased and no estate proceeding has been filed or the guardian is unable to
locate the ward through diligent search.

Said funds will be held for a period of six months from the date of this posting
or date of first publication and upon the expiration of this time period, the Clerk of
the Circuit Court will deposit funds with the State Treasurer following deduction of
statutory fees and costs of publication.

Dated this 30th day of May, 2019.
KIRK REAMS

Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: Crystal Gramling, Deputy Clerk

6/5,7/3
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Katherine McKown – June 7
Katherine

Renee McKown,
36, of Monticello,
was arrested on
Friday, June 7 on
half of an
outstanding
Jefferson County
warrant.

According to
McKown's arrest
report, McKown's

warrant had been issued for two counts
of forge/counterfeit bank bills/
promissory notes.

An arrest report, issued by the
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office
(JSCO), states that in April of 2019,
JCSO Cpl. Kalinowski responded to the
sheriff's office about an altered check.

The complainants had gone to the
JCSO as one of them written checks to
Katherine McKown for $50 and $40 but
in bank statements provided to Cpl.
Kalinowski, the checks had been cashed
for $150 and $140.

The complainants also provided a
balance book, where they had written
that the checks had been given for $50
and $40.

In the bank statement with the
images of the cashed checks, it appeared
that a number "1" had been squeezed in
front of the money amounts to alter how
much was written.

In late May, JCSO's Cpl. Boland
was able to interview McKown about
the statement provided by the two
complainants.

During a post-Miranda interview,
McKown stated that one of the
complainants had known and approved
of the money amount change.

McKown said that she had been told
to write herself a check and that one of
the complainants would sign it.

When asked why the number "1"
appeared to be squeezed in, if McKown
had written the full amounts on the
checks herself, McKown said that she
didn't know.

The copies of the balance book
further verified that the complainant had
not intended to give McKown $150 and
$140.

Due to the evidence that suggested
that McKown had altered both checks
by adding a "1" before the written
amounts, a warrant was issued for her
arrest, leading to her June 7 arrest.

McKown's arrest report stated that
she would be allowed a $3,000 bond.

Michael Weaver – June 9
Michael

Shawn Weaver,
30, of
Jacksonville, Fla.,
was arrested on
Sunday, June 9 by
JCSO Cpl.
Adamczyk.

On the above
date, around 4:46
a.m., Cpl.

Adamczyk was dispatched to Taylor
Road after dispatch informed law
enforcement that a complainant had
called and stated that Weaver was at the
residence where the complainant was
located.

According to the complainant,
Weaver had driven up in a 1989 GMC
truck and had begun yelling for the
complainant and a witness to leave the
residence.

When the two did not comply with
Weaver's demands, Weaver broke a
window on the front of the residence to
force them to exit.

When neither individuals went
outside, Weaver had returned to his
truck and drove away.

Upon arriving at the intersection of
Old Lloyd Road and Taylor Road, Cpl.
Adamczyk observed a truck matching
Weaver's vehicle description also
approaching the same intersection.

Following the truck, Cpl.
Adamczyk observed the vehicle nearly
hit multiple mailboxes before he
activated his patrol vehicle’s emergency
lights and conducted a traffic stop.

The truck came to a complete stop
in the middle of the roadway.

Upon approaching the driver side
window, Cpl. Adamczyk observed the
driver, later identified as Weaver,
attempting to operate a cell phone with
great difficulty, due to his unsteady
hands.

Cpl. Adamczyk had to introduce
himself and state the reason for the
traffic stop multiple times, as Weaver
seemed unable to concentrate on what
was said.

When Cpl. Adamczyk mentioned
the call placed by the complainant,
Weaver admitted that he was trying to
talk to them and get them to come
outside, but that they wouldn't.

During his statements to Cpl.
Adamczyk, Weaver's speech was
slurred, stuttered and erratic.

Weaver had to repeat several
fragments of his sentences, as Cpl.
Adamczyk was unable to understand
him.

During Weaver's conversation, Cpl.
Adamczyk also observed that Weaver's
eyes were bloodshot with dilated pupils.
Weaver was asked to exit the vehicle,
which he did while using the truck door
for support.

Cpl. Adamczyk asked Weaver to
walk to the end of the truck so he could
conduct a pat-down, and while Weaver
moved to the rear of the vehicle, his gait
was staggered, tense and erratic, and he
seemed to have trouble standing still.

During the pat-down, Cpl.
Adamczyk discovered a meth pipe, and
Weaver admitted that he'd consumed
meth a couple of hours before the traffic
stop.

Weaver agreed to take part in a
roadside sobriety test, but due to the
inclement weather that was approaching
the scene, Weaver agreed to move the
sobriety test to the Jefferson County
Jail's booking area.

At the jail, Weaver either could not
complete or had difficulty completing
five different sobriety exercises.

Based on Cpl. Adamczyk's
observations of Weaver's driving and
sobriety tests, it was decided that
Weaver could not operate a motor
vehicle.

Michael Weaver was placed under
arrest for driving under the influence of
alcohol or drugs, felony driving with
license suspended – with knowledge and
possession of drug paraphernalia or
equipment.

Roy Branch – June 12
Roy Cassidy

Branch, 37, of
Monticello, was
arrested on
Wednesday, June
12 by JCSO Cpl.
Adamczyk.

On the above
date, around 6:06
a.m., JCSO
Deputy McCoy

and Cpl. Adamczyk were dispatched
after a complainant had stated that a
physical dispute with Roy Branch had
occurred, with Branch leaving the scene
in a blue Ford Ranger pickup truck.

While the law enforcement officers
were collecting a written statement from
the complainant, Branch returned to the
scene and was identified by the
complainant.

Branch was slowly driving towards
the officers and complainant's location,
but when officers attempted to wave
Branch down and signal him to stop,
Branch continued to drive past.

The report issued by the JCSO
states that Branch appeared to be
confused as he continued to drive past
and after driving for a few seconds
longer, Branch's vehicle eventually came
to a stop.

Cpl. Adamczyk positioned his

patrol unit behind the Ford truck and
made contact with Branch, who – upon
exiting the vehicle – smelled of alcohol.
Branch was asked to exit the vehicle to
participate in standard field sobriety
tests.

To determine his impairment,
Branch took part in five different
sobriety tests, several of which Branch
either failed to complete or had
difficulty completing.

While Cpl. Adamczyk conducted
Branch's sobriety test, Deputy McCoy
took sworn statements from responding
paramedics who had been attending the
scene due to the physical dispute that
had taken place earlier.

Both paramedics provided sworn
statements that they had seen Branch,
while driving, fail to stop at a stop sign
at the Lonnie Road and East Washington
Highway intersection. As he had failed
to stop, Branch had pulled out in front of
their responding ambulance.

Further, they'd observed Branch
nearly hit a roadside guard rail.

Based on the strong odor of alcohol,
several sworn statements, the results of
the sobriety tests, Cpl. Adamczyk
determined that Branch was incapable of
safely operating a motor vehicle.

Roy Branch was placed under arrest
for a felony DUI, as well as driving with
his license suspended or revoked –
knowingly and for refusal to submit to
lawful blood, breath or urine tests.

After placing Branch in handcuffs,
Cpl. Adamczyk also discovered four
blue pill tablets in Branch's pockets,
which were later identified as
Clonazepam, which is a controlled
substance.

The charge of possession of certain
drugs without a prescription was added
to Branch's roster of charges.

Roy Branch was transported to the
Jefferson County Jail and booked at 8:10
a.m.

Telvin Norton – June 14
Telvin S.

Norton, 28, of
Monticello, was
arrested on
Friday, June 14
by JCSO Deputy
Godwin on behalf
of an outstanding
Department of
Corrections
warrant.

According to arrest documents,
Norton's warrant was issued due to a
violation of probation.

In 2010, Norton was sentenced to
probation after committing the offense
of a felony armed burglary with an
explosive or weapon.

However, in May of 2019, the
warrant states that Norton violated the
terms of his probation by failing to live
without breaking the law, as he had been
caught driving with a suspended or
restricted driver's license.

The warrant calling for Norton's
arrest was sealed on June 4, 2019, by
Judge Caloca-Johnson and stated that no
bond should be held.

Telvin Norton was arrested at 10:54
a.m. on June 14 and booked into the
Jefferson County Jail at 11:39 a.m.

Christopher Starkes and 
Katrina Ramos – June 14

Christopher
Bernard Starkes,
33, and Katrina
Shonte Ramos,
40, both of
Jacksonville, Fla.,
were arrested on
Friday, June 14
by Florida
Highway Patrol
(FHP) Trooper
White.

On June 14 at approximately 10:28
p.m., Trooper White observed a vehicle
traveling west at a speed of 102-mph in
a 70-mph zone on I-10.

After conducting a traffic stop on
the vehicle, Trooper White made contact

with the driver,
who was
identified as
Starkes. He
apologized for
speeding, stating
that he was trying
to make it into
Tallahassee.

While Starkes
was speaking,

Trooper White observed that he was
having difficulty with his motor
functions.

Accompanying Starke was Ramos,
as well as an unnamed passenger in the
backseat.

While speaking with Starke,
Trooper White was able to detect the
odor of alcohol coming from Starke's
breath, and when asked if he'd
consumed any alcoholic beverages
lately, Starke admitted that he had.

Starke agreed to participate in field
sobriety exercises.

After failing multiple sobriety tests,
Starke was placed under arrest for
driving under the influence.

Returning to the vehicle, Trooper
White informed Ramos that Starke was
being placed under arrest and asked for
her identification.

Due to not having an ID on her
person, Ramos stated that her name was
“Bailey” and provided Trooper White
with a social security number.

However, after running the provided
information through the Florida Crime
Information Center (FCIC), Trooper
White found that the info Ramos
provided did not match her physical
identity.

When Trooper White showed
Ramos the info provided by FCIC and
informed her that she had provided
inaccurate information, Ramos
continued to claim the false
identification.

The information from the Driver
And Vehicle Information Database
(DAVID) disproved Ramos' statements,
and eventually, Ramos admitted that
“Bailey” was her sister.

After providing her real
information, it was revealed that Ramos
had an outstanding warrant for her
arrest.

Ramos's warrant was concerning an
aggravated assault/aggravated battery
with a deadly weapon charge, as well as
a child abuse charge, both originating in
Jacksonville.

Ramos stated that she had been on
the run since December of 2018.

Trooper White placed Ramos under
arrest.

After being transported to the
Jefferson County Jail, Starkes took part
in two breath samples, having a first
sample of 0.017 and a second of 0.018.

After Starke and Ramos had been
turned over to booking staff at the jail,
Trooper White reviewed his in-car
video, which revealed that after being
placed in the back of patrol car, the two
discussed where Ramos had concealed
drug contraband within the vehicle.

According to the report, Starkes
asked Ramos where she had placed the
contraband while they were being pulled
over.

Ramos had audibly provided a
location and claimed that she would take
all additional charges on the contraband,
should it be discovered.

Trooper White conducted a second
search of the vehicle and located
multiple baggies with pills in the area
where Ramos had concealed them.
In addition to her warrant, Katrina
Ramos was charged with giving a false
ID to a law enforcement officer,
tampering with or fabricating evidence
and possession of a controlled substance
without a prescription.

Christopher Starkes was charged
with possession of a controlled
substance without a prescription, driving
under the influence of alcohol or drugs,
displaying fictitious identification card
and tampering with or fabricating
evidence.
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