
 

ELECTION GUIDE

READ ABOUT YOUR 2024 CANDIDATES RUNNING

IN THIS YEAR’S NASSAU COUNTY ELECTIONSWEDNESDAY ,  JULY  31, 2024  / 20 PAGES, 2 SECTIONS  • fbnewsleader.com

$1.25

INDEX
AROUND TOWN  – 5B

ARREST REPORT – 4A

BUSINESS – 6A

CLASSIFIED ADS – 8B

FISHING/TIDES – 3B

LEGAL NOTICES – 4B

OBITUARIES – 2A

OPINION – 7A

PUZZLES – 7B

SPORTS – 1B

Nassau County Commissioners 
approve a site plan that would 
create a judicial complex on a 
parcel of land on William Burgess 
Boulevard near I-95.

July 28,1999

LOOKING BACK 25 YEARS

News-Leader, 170th year. No. 61 
Copyright, 2024

SIMPKINS
FOR SCHOOL BOARD

N A S S A U C O U N T Y D I S T R I C T 4

VOTE
�|�����÷�>�÷�Ë�²�� �²�Ñ�W�Õ�2�>�÷�6�Õ���Õ���> �/�²�÷�Ñ �ë���2 �²���Ñ �²�/�/�2���W�Õ�Ñ �Ê�Z �S�2�÷�6�>�÷ �ƒ�÷���/���÷���6 �ë���2 �ƒ�Ë�ò������ �����²�2�Ñ�•

�¤���<�Õ
Simpkins

���

Aug. 20th!

Vote for proven experience:

�€�} �§�Õ�²�0�4 ���ê ���ê ���Õ�²�Ñ�Õ�0�4�ñ�õ�- �õ�
 �<�ñ�Õ
�]�²�4�4�²�A �����A�
�<�X �ƒ�Ë�ñ������ �Ñ�õ�4�<�0�õ�Ë�< �²�4

�²Teacher �žPrincipal, �²�
�Ñ
Executive Director �£

Hundreds of supporters of local Olympian Poe Pinson were at Mocama Beer Company at 6 a.m. Sunday 
to watch her qualify for the Olympics in Paris. Waldemar Borrero, President of the Friends of Fernandina 
Skate Park (FFSP), said several businesses in the community stepped up to host the event. He said FFSP 
ordered 50 T-shirts and 100 yard signs supporting Pinson, and they both sold out. “Skateboarding is 
an art,” he said “There are no rules, no referees and should definitely be in the Olympics.” He said he 
wants Fernandina Beach to have a “proper” skateboarding facility, so athletes don’t have to travel to 
Jacksonville to train. A homecoming parade is set for Aug. 16. Organizations or business that would like 
to participate can fill out an application at friendsoffernandinaskatepark.com

FERNANDINA BEACH

Applications will be 
available August 26

City manager 
search nears 
conclusion
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JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

The process of hiring a city manager for Fernandina Beach is 
moving forward, with dozens of applicants for the job. 

Earlier last year, the city commission terminated its contract 
with then-city manager Dale Martin. Since then, the city has had 
a retired police chief, the city engineer and, currently, Public Works 
Operations Director Jeremiah Glisson fill the position. 

The city commission engaged Colin Baenziger, an executive 
search firm, to work with a committee made up of city residents 
to come up with and vet a list of candidates for the position. The 
city’s contract with search firm Colin Baenziger states that, if the 
city hired a candidate the firm supplied and the candidate did not 
work out, the firm would help the city find a replacement.

A candidate chosen by the city commission from a list provided 
last year by Colin Baenziger did not work out, and so the firm has 

Deadline for city 
manager applicants 
closes Wednesday

ASHLEY CHANDLER 
News-Leader

Last week, the Board of County Commissioners announced 
that State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) funding is 
available and can be applied for beginning Aug. 26. 

The county announced the available funding July 24 - 
$807,737 in SHIP Funding for fiscal year 2022-23 and $985,689 
for fiscal year 2023-24. 

Applications are available Aug. 26 through Oct. 31 between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday by contacting Cameron 
Farris with Anser Advisory at 850-328-2255 or by email at 
cameron.farris@anseradvisory.com. 

SHIP provides affordable housing assistance to very low, 
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To submit items for the Weekly Update section, 
email editor2@fbnewsleader.com.

July 29-Aug. 12 Fellowship Program 
applications
The Nassau Democrats 2024 Fellowship 
Program will be accepting applications. For 
more information, email info@nassaudems.org 
or call 904-261-3364.

July 30 Amelia Island Writers workshop
Join the Amelia Island Writers at their work-
shop on July 30, from 3-5 p.m. at Story & Song 
Center for Arts & Culture. Continuing our tradi-
tion of offering a program on the craft of writing, 
Donna Overly will present “Creating Memorable 
Characters,” and Julia McDermott will dis-
cuss “Pacing to Enhance Plot Development.” 
Donna Lee Overly is an award-winning author 
�R�I���´�7�K�H���.�Q�R�W���6�H�U�L�H�V���µ���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V��
fiction novels that address social issues, and 
“Discover Gold: Achieve Happiness and Reach 
�I�R�U���'�U�H�D�P�V���L�Q���<�R�X�U���/�L�I�H�·�V���1�H�[�W���&�K�D�S�W�H�U���µ���-�X�O�L�D��
Cooper McDermott is a novelist, short story 
writer, and award-winning nonfiction author. 
Julia has been featured in the “Atlanta Journal 
Constitution”, “Simply Buckhead Magazine,” 
and the “Carolina Review.”

July 31 Meet the candidates
The Nassau County Democrats are holding 
an event, DCAI Meet the Candidates, at the 
Fernandina Beach Golf Club, 2800 Melton 
Road, Fernandina Beach, from 5-7 p.m. Limited 
seating. Ticketed event. No walk-ins. Sign up 
https://app.aplos.com/aws/events/july_candi-
dates_meet_greet

July Nouveau Art show
The Nouveau Art show, themed “The 
Big Show,”  is on display at the Island Art 
Association Gallery,  18 N. Second St. in 
Fernandina Beach. Gallery hours are listed on 
the website www.islandart.org and open daily.

Aug. 2 Beer and trolleys
The Fernandina Beach Summer Tap trolley will 
run on Saturday, Aug. 2. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for children and include unlim-
ited rides and specials at select stops. The 
route begins at First Love Brewing, every hour 
on the hour, making stops at the Alley, Salt Life, 
Mocama and more. The trolley begins at 1 p.m. 
and last stop at 8 p.m.

Aug. 8 Nassau Dems monthly business 
meeting.
Nassau Dems monthly business meeting. This 
meeting occurs the second Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome but pre-
registration is required. Register
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUr-
dOmqqDsoE9EaXwKUUuYQw1n0wL6nAutY#/
registration

Aug. 8 Friends of the Library Literary Book 
Club meeting
The Friends of the Library Literary  Book 
Club will meet on Aug. 8 to discuss “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” by Harper Lee. The club meets at 
�����S���P�����L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�O�R�U���R�I���6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�·�V���(�S�L�V�F�R�S�D�O��
Church, Atlantic Avenue and North Eighth 
Street. Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month and are free and open 
to the public. In September, the club will dis-
cuss “Horse” by Geraldine Brooks.

Aug. 9-24 ACT presents “The Mousetrap”
Amelia Community Theatre presents the clas-
sic Agatha Christie mystery “The Mousetrap” 
at 7:30 p.m. on Aug. 9-10, 15-17, 22-24 and 
at 2 p.m. on Aug. 11 and 18 at 207 Cedar 
Street, Fernandina Beach. Tickets are $25 for 
adults and $10 for students through college, 
available at www.AmeliaCommunityTheatre.
�R�U�J���D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���E�R�[���R�I�I�L�F�H���D�W������������������
�������������%�R�[���R�I�I�L�F�H���K�R�X�U�V���D�U�H���������D���P�����W�R�������S���P����
on Wednesdays through Fridays.   “The 
Mousetrap” is rated PG.

�$�X�J���������1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�·�P�R�U�H�V���'�D�\���S�L�F�Q�L�F

�-�R�L�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�H�J�L�R�Q���$�X�[�L�O�L�D�U�\�������������6����
Third Street, Fernandina Beach, for a National 
�6�·�P�R�U�H�V���'�D�\���S�L�F�Q�L�F�����6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����$�X�J�������������'�L�Q�Q�H�U��
is from 5-7 p.m. and entertainment is from 
7-10 p.m. Dinner includes hamburgers, hot 
�G�R�J�V�����V�D�O�D�G�V�����I�U�X�L�W�����G�H�V�V�H�U�W�V���D�Q�G���D���6�·�P�R�U�H�V���N�L�W����
Entertainment by Island Vibes.

August 10 Strongest at Main Beach Park
Bring a friend to Main Beach Park and watch 
the strongest men and women compete by lift-
ing cars and pressing logs overhead. This is 
day one of the Southeast Regional Qualifier for 
the Official Strongman Games. This event is 
free to the public.

August 11 Pirate Ship Pull at the Marina
Come to the Marina Courts and watch the 
strongest men and women pull a 40 foot pirate 
ship and lift huge Atlas stones. This is the final 
day of the Southeast Regional Qualifier for the 
Official Strongman Games. This event is FREE 
to the public.

Aug.11 Nassau Dems all volunteer call
Nassau Dems All Volunteer Call. Get cam-
paign updates and learn how you can get 
involved. This meeting occurs the second 
Sunday of each month through Nov. 10 at 7 
p.m. Everyone is welcome but preregistration is 
required. Register
  https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZElc-2vqTsiGtETuJG5Ihta-D4lTvLd4ciS#/reg-
istration

Aug. 17 Blue Fire Theatre audtions
Blue Fire Theatre will hold auditions 
for “Seussical the Musical“Saturday, Aug.17 
at the Yulee Lions Club, 851023 Highway 
17. There are two audition times, 10 a.m. to 
noon for youth actors ages 7-12 and 1-3 p.m. 
for teen and adult actors ages 13 and over. If 
you are unable to attend the audition in person, 
video submissions are being accepted through 
Aug.16. The story follows Horton as he tries to 
convince the other animals in The Jungle of the 
�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���:�K�R�V�����2�Q�O�\���K�L�V���O�R�\�D�O���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U����
Gertrude McFuzz, never loses faith in him. 
Seussical weaves a story of friendship, loyalty, 
and love. Blue Fire is also looking to fill several 
volunteer opportunities for this show. To get all 
the details on auditions, visit BlueFireTheatre.
org.

Aug. 17 Wheels & Wings car and airplane 
show 
Friends of Fernandina Aviation (FoFA), in 
partnership with the Amelia Cruizers, is host-
ing a “Wheels & Wings” car and airplane show 
at the Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport on 
Saturday, Aug. 17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
show is to commemorate the city of Fernandina 
Beach bicentennial, along with National Aviation 
Day. The event is free to the public. There will 
be music, food trucks, raffles and lots of fun for 
the entire family. Register your car, motorcycle, 
truck or plane at either www.fofaviation.org or 
www.ameliacruizers.org.

Sept. 27 FBHS Class of 1979 45th reunion
The Fernandina Beach High School Class of 
1979 is holding its 45th reunion Sept. 27-29. 
The main event is Saturday, Sept. 28, at the 
Fernandina Beach Golf Club. Cost is $50 per 
person. Payment is due by June 1. 
For more reunion information, contact Marian 
�3�K�L�O�O�L�S�V���D�W���3���2�����%�R�[�����������������)�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�L�Q�D���%�H�D�F�K����
FL 32035, or islandgirl79@comcast.net or 
Facebook at Class of 1979 Fernandina Beach 
High School.

Oct. 5 Island Hop Craft Beer Festival
Island Hop is a craft beer tasting of local and 
regional brewers. Island Hop is a family-
friendly event with children under 12 admitted 
free. Proceeds from this event will support 
Fernandina Beach Main Street.

�%�R�D�U�G���P�H�P�E�H�U���I�R�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���<�R�X�W�K
Are you passionate about making a difference 
in the community? Our nonprofit organization, 

�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�·�V���<�R�X�W�K�����V�H�H�N�V���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�L�W��
ted individuals to join our board of directors. 
We want to hear from you if you have a strong 
interest in serving others and have fundraising 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����+�H�O�S���X�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
drive positive change in the lives of those we 
�V�H�U�Y�H�����,�I���\�R�X�·�U�H���U�H�D�G�\���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����F�R�Q��
tact us today to learn more about becoming a 
board member. Contact John Gilbert, Sr. john@
americayouth.org or 904-624-5383.

�¶�$�V�N���W�K�H���0�D�\�R�U�·���P�R�Q�W�K�O�\���W�R�Z�Q���K�D�O�O
An informal question and answer with Mayor 
Bradley Bean beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Nassau County Council on Aging, 1901 Island 
Walk Way in Fernandina Beach, on the second 
Friday of every month.

Attention Marines and FMF Corpsmen
The local Detachment 1017 Marine Corps 
League meets every second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at the American Legion Post 54 
on Third Street in Fernandina Beach.

Monthly meeting of Nassau Democratic 
Party
The Nassau County Democratic Party meets 
the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome but preregistration is 
required. Register
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUr-
dOmqqDsoE9EaXwKUUuYQw1n0wL6nAutY#/
registration

�<�X�O�H�H���/�L�R�Q�V���&�O�X�E���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���%�L�Q�J�R
The Yulee Lions Club hosts a social meeting 
with guest speakers and a potluck dinner the 
first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. The 
club is located at 851023 Highway 17 in Yulee. 
�(�Y�H�U�\���6�X�Q�G�D�\���D�W�������S���P�������Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
a few holidays, the Yulee Lions Club also hosts 
bingo. All proceeds from Sunday bingo helps 
fund charitable giving. For more information, 
visit YuleeLionsClub.org.

NCCOA offers support groups for caregivers
Nassau County Council on Aging offers a vari-
ety of support groups and other opportunities 
to help caregivers and their loved ones live 
life to the fullest. Resources are available for 
all stages of the caregiving journey. Offerings 
are held at the Fernandina Beach Senior Life 
Center, 1901 Island Walk Way, and are open to 
the community. Meetings include guest speak-
ers and group discussion; there is no charge to 
attend.

Caregiver Support Group
Reduce stress and improve quality of life 
through peer support, education and useful 
information. Free respite activity at The Club for 
loved ones during the meetings. Guest speak-
ers are periodically featured. Respite activity is 
provided free of charge during the meetings for 
loved ones. Caregiver Support Group is held 
the second and fourth Wednesday of every 
month, from 3:30-5 p.m.

Caregiver Stress-Buster Forum
Practice stress-reduction and problem-solving 
techniques to be a successful caregiver, help 
�U�H�G�X�F�H���D�Q�J�H�U�����K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�Q�[�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H��
quality of life. Guest speakers are periodically 
featured. Respite activity is provided for a nomi-
nal fee for Club members. Caregiver Stress-
Buster Forum is offered the second and fourth 

Wednesday of every month from 1:30-3 p.m.

Grieving with Hope Support Group
Losing a family member or close friend is 
one of the most traumatic life events we can 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�����S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V��
share stories and discover tools for the griev-
ing process when the caregiving journey ends. 
Qualified facilitators and guest speakers. 
Grieving with Hope is offered the second and 
fourth Monday of every month from 5:30-7 p.m.
For more information, contact Jennifer Gundling 
at jgundling@nassaucountycoa.org or Emily 
Kunzelmann at ekunzelmann@nassaucounty-
coa.org or call NCCOA at 904-261-0701.

Do you or someone you know need help 
paying home cooling bills?
The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) helps keep families safe 
and healthy in their homes through initiatives 
that assist with energy cost. LIHEAP provides 
federally funded assistance to reduce the costs 
associated with home energy bills and energy 
crisis. Low-income residents may be eligible 
to receive a one-time home energy payment 
toward their electric bill or crisis payments to 
restore or prevent disconnection of electric 
service. Eligibility is based on income and fam-
ily size. Visit www.nfcaa.net to learn how the 
Northeast Florida Community Action Agency, 
Inc. can help or call the 24-hour appointment 
line at 904-362-8052.

Nassau County Democratic Executive 
Committee
�7�K�H���1�D�V�V�D�X���&�R�X�Q�W�\���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H��
Committee meets monthly on the second 
Thursday at 7 p.m. via Zoom. Request informa-
tion at chair@nassuadems.org.

National Alliance for Mental Health Support 
Group
NAMI Nassau County offers a free in-person 
support group for peers and those with men-
tal health challenges. It is held every Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Nassau County 
Council on Aging, 1901 Island Walk Way in 
Fernandina Beach. Anyone 18 years or old is 
welcome. Meetings are structured, confidential, 
inclusive and led by trained facilitators. For 
more information, email contact@naminas-
sauflorida.org or call our Help Line at 904-277-
1886.

Donate new or gently used baby items
CJ Bass Plumbing is collecting baby items 
to help families in need throughout Nassau 
County. Please consider donating new or gently 
used baby clothes and other baby items, which 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���+�H�O�S���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����D���Q�R�Q��
profit pregnancy care center in Callahan. 
What to donate: New and gently used baby 
clothes (sizes newborn through 4T), diapers 
and wipes, baby formula, shoes, socks, infant 
�D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���E�R�R�N�V���D�Q�G���%�L�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G���V�P�D�O�O���W�R�\�V��
in good condition.
�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���+�H�O�S���&�H�Q�W�H�U���L�V���D�����������F�����������Q�R�Q�S�U�R�I�L�W��
ministry that helps families in need throughout 
Northeast Florida. With an office in Callahan 
�D�Q�G���W�Z�R���L�Q���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�Y�L�O�O�H�����:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���+�H�O�S���&�H�Q�W�H�U��
supports women and families during preg-
nancy and beyond. In addition to the infant 
�D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���L�W�H�P�V�����W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�U�H�H��
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CREMATORIUM

Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034
(904) 261-3644

Nassau County’s Only Crematorium
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NEWS DEADLINES: Community News: Wednesday, Noon
Letters to the editor: Monday, Noon      Wednesday, Noon

Church Notes: Tuesday, 5 p.m. People and Places:  Wednesday, 3 p.m.

AD DEADLINES  .................. �:�(�'�1�(�6�'�$�<���(�'�,�7�,�2�1 ........ �)�5�,�'�$�<���(�'�,�7�,�2�1
Classified Ads: .................. Monday, 5:00 p.m.* ................ Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.
Classified Display: ............ Friday, 3 p.m. ......................... Tuesday, 5 p.m.
Legal Notices:  ................... Friday, noon ........................... N/A
Retail Advertising:  ............ Friday, 3 p.m. ......................... Tuesday, 3 p.m.
* Monday holidays the Classified deadline will be Friday at 5 p.m.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
In Nassau County: $80.00

Out of Nassau County: $130.00
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.

1235 South 10th Street, 
Fernandina Beach, FL  32034

(904) 261-3696
Website: fbnewsleader.com

Office hours are  8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday
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WEEKLY  UPDATE

The Police Auxiliary Corps (PAC), a division of the
Fernandina Beach Police Foundation, is seeking volunteers. 

PAC assists with special events, traffic control for local
schools, road races, parades, and turtle releases. 

Training is provided.

If interested in joining, applications are available at the
Fernandina Beach Police Department (1525 Lime Street).

�&�L�W�\���6�F�R�R�S

UPDATE Continued on 7B

CAROLYN DEAN WATSON 

Carolyn Dean Watson, 89, of Yulee, 
Fla., passed away on Friday, July 
26, 2024, at Community Hospice in 

Fernandina Beach, Fla.
Born in December, 1934 

in Hazelhurst, Ga., to the 
late Dudley A. Dean, Sr. 
and Sadie Marie Dean. 
She grew up in Baxley, 
Ga., and graduated from 
Appling County High 

School in 1953. She married David 
Michael Watson in 1954.

As a homemaker, she and David 
welcomed four children into their home. 
Carolyn greatly enjoyed tennis and was 
accomplished playing the sport. She 
was instrumental in bringing women’s 
team tennis to Fernandina Beach. She 
also enjoyed sewing, everything from 
dresses for her girls to Humpty Dumpty 
dolls for her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and nieces and 
nephews.

She is preceded in death by her hus-
band of 56 years, David, and 5 brothers 
and two sisters.

Carolyn leaves behind her four chil-
dren: Evelyn Marie Watson, Carol Hope 
(Richard), Mike Watson (Deb), Roger 
Watson; two grandchildren, Justin 
Hope, Brittin Wilson; three great-
grandchildren, Emma Hope, Ben Hope, 
and Caydence Wilson. She also leaves 
behind three sisters, Sonja Crews (Bo), 
Sandra Turner, Jennifer Snyder; a 
brother, Randy Dean (Rosemary); and 
numerous nieces, nephews, and chil-
dren by marriage, and a special friend 
of the family, Vickie Watson.

Funeral Services will be at Swain 
Funeral Home in Baxley, Ga.

In lieu of flowers, please send dona-
tions to Community Hospice, Jane 
and Bill Warner Center in Fernandina 
Beach, Fla.

Please share your memories and con-
dolences at www.oxleyheard.com. 

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

https://app.aplos.com/aws/events/july_candi
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tzur
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register
www.fofaviation.org
www.ameliacruizers.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tzur
www.yuleelionsclub.org
www.nfcaa.net
www.sauflorida.org
www.oxleyheard.com
www.fbnewsleader.com
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Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Secretario del tribunal de circuito y
controlador
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Mitch Keiter REP

Allan Reynolds REP

District Superintendent of Schools
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Superintendente de escuelas del Distrito
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Kathy Knight Burns REP

Curtis S. Gaus REP

Supervisor of Elections
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Supervisor de Elecciones
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Janet H. Adkins REP

Stan Bethea REP

Board of County Commissioners
District 3
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Junta de Comisionados del Condado
Distrito 3
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Jeff Gray REP

Lynn Newcomer REP

Board of County Commissioners
District 5
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Junta de Comisionados del Condado
Distrito 5
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Klynt A. Farmer REP

John Paul Ladson REP

Ocean Highway and Port Authority
Commissioner District 1
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Inspector de la Autopista Oceánica y
Autoridad Portuaria del Distrito 1
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Danny Fullwood REP

Miriam R. Hill REP

Ocean Highway and Port Authority
Commissioner District 2
Universal Primary Contest
(Vote for 1)

Inspector de la Autopista Oceánica y
Autoridad Portuaria del Distrito 2
Contienda primaria universal
(Vote por 1)

Jimmy Dubberly REP

Scott Moore REP

Circuit Judge 4th Judicial Circuit
Group 34
(Vote for 1)

Juez de circuito por el 4.° circuito judicial
del grupo 34
(Vote por 1)

Nancy Cleaveland

Ashley Wells Cox

School Board Member
District 2
(Vote for 1)

Miembro de la Junta Escolar
del Distrito 2
(Vote por 1)

Gail G. Cook

Roody Joinville

School Board Member
District 4
(Vote for 1)

Miembro de la Junta Escolar
del Distrito 4
(Vote por 1)

Cynthia "Cindy" Grooms

Kristi Loyd Simpkins
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Ocean Highway and Port AuthorityOcean Highway a

Universal Primary Contest

Inspector de la Autopista Oceánica y
Autoridad Portuaria del Distrito 1
Contienda primaria universalContienda p
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Ocean Highway and Port AuthorityOcean Highway and Port 
Commissioner District 2
Universal Primary Contest
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Circuit Judge 4th Judicial CircuitCircuit Judge 4th Jud
Group 34Group 34

Juez de circuito por el 4.° circuito judicial
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School Board Member
District 2

Miembro de la Junta EscolarMiemb
del Distrito 2de
(Vote por 1)
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School Board Member
District 4

Miembro de la Junta Escolar
del Distrito 4S 
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United States Senator
(Vote for 1)

Senador de los Estados Unidos
(Vote por 1)

John S. Columbus REP

Keith Gross REP

Rick Scott REP
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United States Senator

Senador de los Estados Unidos

olumbus REP

REPREP

REPREP
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United States Senator
(Vote for 1)

Senador de los Estados Unidos
(Vote por 1)

Stanley Campbell DEM

Rod Joseph DEM

Debbie Mucarsel-Powell DEM

Brian Rush DEM

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

S
 a

 m
 p

 l 
e 

S
 a

 m
 p

 l 
e 

S
 a

 m
 p

 l 
e 

S
 a

 m
 p

 l 
e 

United States Senator

Senador de los Estados Unidos

 Campbell DEM

DEMDEM

ie Mucarsel-Powell DEMDEM
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For the News-Leader

Ellianos Coffee, a southeast-based drive-thru special-
ty coffee brand, proudly announces the opening of its 
latest location in the picturesque town of Fernandina 
Beach. Situated conveniently on SR 200, this new 
addition eagerly welcomes locals and visitors to experi-
ence the unique Ellianos blend of Italian quality coffee 
served at America’s pace.

With over a decade of experience with the Ellianos 
brand, Franchisees Spencer and Kacie Hutchison are 
at the helm of this exciting venture. Their journey with 
Ellianos began during their college years at Valdosta 
State University, leading them to open their first store 
in Douglas, Georgia. Since then, they have expanded 
their passion for coffee and community to include loca-
tions in Kingsland and St. Mary’s.

Spencer and Kacie Hutchison have always felt a 
deep connection to Fernandina Beach, drawn by family 
ties, friendships, and the sheer beauty of the location. 
Their decision to open an Ellianos store here was driv-
en by love for the community and the desire to share 
their passion for quality coffee and friendly service. 

“Opening in Fernandina Beach is a dream realized for 
us,” said Spencer Hutchison. “We’re not just opening a 
store; we’re becoming a part of the community’s daily 
life, and we couldn’t be more excited.”

The Ellianos menu boasts Signature Creations such 
as the Caffe Dolce Latte, iced Tuscany Toffee Latte, or 
a Cookies and Cream Freezer. For non-coffee drinkers, 
Ellianos offers fruit smoothies, Red Bull Rushes, teas, 
shakes, and more. The coffee franchise also provides an 
array of food items such as breakfast sandwiches, fresh 
New York-style bagels, hearty breakfast bowls with 
creamy homemade grits, and more.

Over the past year, Ellianos has seen significant 
growth, expanding its footprint in Florida and Georgia 
and offering territories in other states. The brand con-
tinues to seek franchisees for territories in Alabama, 
Tennessee, South Carolina, and North Carolina.

Ellianos Coffee was founded in 2002 by entrepre-
neurs Scott and Pam Stewart with the mission to serve 
Italian Quality at America’s Pace®. In its over 20-year 
history, Ellianos has grown to 53 stores and has over 
170 more in some stage of development. In 2024, the 
Franchise Business Review (FBR) named Ellianos a 
Top Franchise and also named Ellianos a 2023 Top 
Food Franchise. In its 2024 Franchise 500® list, 
Entrepreneur magazine recognized Ellianos among the 
nation’s top franchises.
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The News-Leader compiled this report from 
records at the Nassau County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court. Arrest indicates suspicion of a 
crime, not guilt. To report information about 
a crime, contact the Fernandina Beach Police 
Department at 277-7342 or the Nassau County 
Sheriff’s Office at 225-5174. The “We Tip” 
program, l-800-78Crime, also allows callers to 
leave anonymous tips.

�Q D’Anthony Brody Tanner, 23, 887 Fowler 
Road, Surrency, Ga., July 13, possession of a 
counterfeit driver’s license and possession of 
alcohol under 21 years.

�Q��Marcus Shannon Bostick, 51, 27207 
Virginia Str., Hilliard, July 15, sale of metham-
phetamine.

�Q��Nicholas Jackson Sweat, 41, 27493 
Missouris Str., Hilliard, July 16, possession of 
methamphetamine, possession of legend drugs 
without a prescription, possession of less than 
20 grams of cannabis, possession of drug para-
phernalia.

�Q��Jennifer Leigh Crumpton, 39, 45163 
James Str., Callahan, July 16, possession of a 
schedule 1-5 substance and possession of meth-
amphetamine.

�Q��Brandon Ervin Cook, 38, 96042 Brighton 
Place, Yulee, July 17, grand theft, criminal 
mischief and possession of shopping cart, grand 
theft of a controlled substance and obstructing 
an officer without violence.

�Q��Crystal Jean Woody, 36, 12775 CR 121, 
Bryceville, July 18, possession of a controlled 
substance.

�Q��Joshua William Smart, 31, 545605 US 
1, Callahan, July 19, aggravated battery on a 
pregnant person.

�Q��Nord Louise Polinice, 434 SW Lucero 
Drive, Port St. Lucie, July 19, no valid driver’s 
license, possession of a fictitious driver’s 
license, failure to stop of inspection, criminal 
use of personal ID and giving false ID to law 
enforcement.

�Q��Jamie Tiana Forrester, 26 55196 Hart 
Terrace, Callahan, July 20, possession of meth-
amphetamine and possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

�Q��Rachel Nicole Mercer, 36, 76212 Nicholas 
Cutinha Road, Yulee, July 20, aggravated 
assault of a detained person and criminal mis-
chief.

�Q��Maria Shemaiah Conti, 50, 76212 Nicholas 
Cutinha Road, Yulee, July 20, battery on speci-
fied personnel.

�Q��Geremia Bruno, 62, 554820 US 1, Hilliard, 
July 20, battery on a person 65 or older.

�Q��Tyler Andrew Patterson, 22, Hilliard, July 
20, possession of methamphetamine and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

ARRESTS

Advocate is a
Home Health 
Leader in
Nassau County

Use Our Services: 904-775-5483
advocatehomehealth@nassaucountycoa.org

Join Our Team: 904-775-5485
donharley@nassaucountycoa.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Ellianos Coffee is now open in Fernandina Beach.

Ellianos Coffee now open in Fernandina Beach

www.countycoa.org
www.musthaves.selecttronix.com


 

and moderate-income families who meet all the 
requirements listed in Florida Statutes, Florida 
Administrative Code and Nassau County’s Local 
Housing Assistance Plan (LHAP). Applications are 
only available when funding is available. 

The county said the funds can be used for the fol-
lowing LHAP strategies: Rental housing development; 
new construction; emergency repairs; demolition/
reconstruction; owner-occupied rehabilitation and 
homebuyer purchase assistance.

The county’s press release said “All applications 
will be evaluated in the order of receipt per criteria 
outlined in the Local Housing Assistance Plan (LHAP) 
concerning priorities regarding funding strategy goals 
and limitations. Funding priority for all categories will 
be persons with special needs, as defined in Florida 
Statutes, Section 420.0004. Awards for all strategies 
are subject to the availability of funds.”

achandler@fbnewsleader.com
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FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN

�� Painting                    �� Doors/ Trim
�� Wall Repair              �� Cabinetry
�� Fixtures/Fans           �� Inside Plumbing

�� Business and Residential

ALL SMALL JOBS AND REPAIRS

Ronnie Bass, Owner                         Elitehandymanteam@gmail.com

Senior/Military Discounts

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL 904-917-5547
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, August 

14, 2024, at 5:00 p.m.  in the City Commission Chambers, 204 Ash Street Fernandina 

Beach, Florida to consider the following: 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE (LDC) TEXT AMENDMENTS

PAB CASE 2024-0010: CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH  REQUESTS TO MODIFY 

STANDARDS FOR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) OVERLAY AS PROVIDED IN 

SECTION 4.03.01 BY REVISING PURPOSE, CHARACTERISTICS, DESIGN REQUIRMENTS 

AND SITE STANDARDS.  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD 
CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH

Interested parties may appear at said hearing and be heard as to the advisability of any action, 
which may be considered.  Any persons with disabilities requiring accommodations in order to 
participate in this program or activity should contact 310-3100, TTY 711, (TTY number for all City 
offices) or through the Florida Relay Service at 711 at least 24 hours in advance to request such 
accommodation. The PAB serves as a recommending committee. Every application is submitted to 
the City Commission for final decision making. 

Copies of the applications may be inspected in the office of the Planning Department, City Hall, 
204 Ash Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. To make an 
appointment with a planner, please call 904-310-3480.

COUNTY  CORNER
VACANCY ON PLANNING

& ZONING BOARD
The Board of County Commissioners is currently seeking a volunteer to fill a vacancy on the Planning & Zoning 

Board, representing District 3 (Yulee area). 

The Planning & Zoning Board reviews all requests for rezoning of property, zoning amendments, Comprehensive 
Plan text amendments, Land Use Map amendments, and amendments to Ordinances that affect the use and 
development of land. The Board submits written recommendations on these matters and submits them to the Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) for a final determination. The Planning Board also hears appeals where it is 
alleged that there is an error in a decision made by the Planning Director or staff, as it relates to Zoning Codes 
or the Comprehensive Plan. The Board also comments on preliminary site plans and serves as the Local Planning 
Agency for Nassau County.

The Board is made of up 7 members as follows:
Five County Commission District representatives (one for each district)
One At-Large Representative
One School Board Representative

Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of the month beginning at 6:00 p.m. Members serve terms that 
�k�n�g���\�h�g�\�n�k�k�^�g�m���p�b�m�a���m�a�^���=�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k���l���m�^�k�f�'��

Board members are provided a stipend of $75 per meeting and are reimbursed for mileage at rates set by the 
Federal General Services Administration.  Members are required to file a financial disclosure. This is a perfect 
�h�i�i�h�k�m�n�g�b�m�r���_�h�k���Z�g�r�h�g�^���p�b�l�a�b�g�`���m�h���e�^�Z�k�g���f�h�k�^���Z�[�h�n�m���m�a�^���<�h�n�g�m�r���l���i�e�Z�g�g�b�g�`���i�k�h�\�^�l�l�'��

If you are interested in serving, please submit a resume to contact@nassaucountyfl.com by the close of business 
on Monday, August 26, 2024. Resumes will  be provided to the Board of County Commissioners and will be 
considered at a Board meeting in September. If selected, you will be notified in writing and scheduled for an 
orientation soon thereafter.

gone back to the drawing board, so to speak, and brought 
forth another list of potential candidates.

As the deadline for applying for the 
position closes today, the News-Leader 
has compiled a list of candidates for 
the city manager position as of July 30. 
The candidates are listed in alphabeti-
cal order.

Sonia Alves-Viveiros — City man-
ager/Business administrator, Township 
of Edison, N.J. 2022-present;

John Anderson — Plant manager, 
Northwest Utility District, Soddy-

Daisy, Tenn., 2023- present;
Jack Butler — Managing member/Owner, Butler & 

Butler, Winter Garden, 2002-present;
Sarah Campbell — Town manager, Orange Park, 

2017-present;
Mike Clegborn – City manager, Lawton, Okla., 2019-

2023;
Tandra Davis – Town manager, Dundee, 2020-present;
Joe Don Dunham — Finance director, City of Lawton, 

Okla., 2022-2024;
Thomas Ernharth — City manager, Eagle Lake, 

2017-present;
Thomas Flarity — Municipal Administrator/Manager, 

Manasquan, N.J., 2017-present;
Jerome Gaines — Shift commander, combat division, 

fire department, location not listed, 2006-present;
Jason Goldstein — Assistant village manager/Chief 

innovation officer, Friendship Heights, Md., 2022-present;
Charles Hammond — City Manager, Archer, 

2018-present;
Michael Harrison — Senior military advisor, Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia, 2022-present;
Robin Hayes — City manager, Cocoa Beach, 2022-

2023;
Thomas Heck — West Sound project manager, 

Silverdale, Wash., 2012-2016;
Joseph Helfenderer — City manager, Lake City, 2018-

2021;
Seddrick Hill — City manager, Jonesboro, Ga., 2024;
Christopher Hobby, City manager, Bainbridge, Ga. 

2003-2024;
John Holley, Louisiana Department of Transportation 

and Development, 2002- present, Assistant Director of 
Administration of Business, 2016-present;

Lawrence Johnson — Senior project manager, US 
Assure, Jacksonville, 2019-present;

Brian Kelly — Director of administrative services, 
Sandy City, Utah, 2013-present;

Stephen Kelly — Director of community development, 
Garrett County, Md., 2023-present;

Dircan Keuroglian — Town administrator, Georgetown, 
Colo., 2023-present;

Adam Kline — Senior director, Parks and Rec, 
Independence, Mich., 2023-present;

Albert Lee — Executive director, Oregon Advocacy 
Commissions Office, 2021-2024;

Michael Mahaney — City manager, North Myrtle 
Beach, 2010-present;

Karen Manila — Assistant city manager, North 
Richland Hills, Texas, 2008-2024;

Doug Maxeiner – City administrator, East Moline, Ill., 
2019-2023

Keith McCoy — Field service operations manager, Sisu 
Energy and Environ location not listed, 2021-present;

Jonathan McKinney — Assistant city manager, Port 
Orange, 2022-present;

Daniel Newquist — Town administrator, Pawley 
Island, N.C., 2022-present;

Henry Noles — Accounting service manager, 
Jacksonville, Fla., 2017-2023;

Blaine Oborn — City administrator, Oak Harbor, 
Wash., 2018-2024;

John Michael Perez — ARPA program manager, con-
tract, Cooper City, 2022-present, Independent consultant, 

industrial management, 2016-present;
Michael Reilly — state legislator, New York state 

assembly, Staten Island, N.Y., 2019-present;
Robert Reinshuttle — Deputy county administrator, 

Manatee County, 2021-2023;
William Riccio — Director department of public ser-

vices, Newport, RI., 2007-present;
James Ritz — City administrator, Oakbrook Terrace, 

Ill., 2022-present;
Phillip Sherer — Consultant, TFC Consulting, 

Rockville, Md., 2021-present;
John Stepp — Analyst of management and budget, 

Jacksonville, 2024-present;
Michael Szlosek — Town administrator, North 

Brookfield, Mass., 2024;
Tess Scott — Sustainability and resilience officer, 

Urbana, Ill., 2019-present;
Robert Thompson — City manager, Texarkana, Ark., 

2023-2024
David Trine — Operations coordinator, Kokomo, Ind., 

2020-present;
Fred Vella — City council, Mingo Junction, Ohio, no 

date listed.
Fernandina Beach Human Resources Director Denise 

Matson said the deadline for applications was extended 
to July 31 at the recommendation of the consultant, Colin 
Baenziger & Associates. 

“To date (July 30) we have received 45 resumes for 
city manager,” Matson told the News-Leader. “We should 
have all resumes from the consultant by the beginning 
of next week and then the consultant will provide their 
recommended candidate list to the city commission by 
Aug. 14. A city tour with the finalists and a public meet 
and greet is scheduled for Sept. 4 and city commission 
interviews on Sept. 5.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com

CITYContinued from 1A

Matson

PHOTO BY ASHLEY CHANDLER/NEWS-LEADER

The Nassau County Board of County Commissioners, 
from left, A.M. “Hupp” Huppman, Klynt Farmer, John 
Martin, Jeff Gray and Alyson McCullough.
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News Service of Florida

With time run-
ning short before the 
November election, the 
Florida Supreme Court 
on Monday signaled that 
it will move quickly to 
resolve two cases about 
a “financial impact state-
ment” that will appear on 
the ballot with a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
on abortion rights.

The Supreme Court 
issued orders that said it 
has “expedited” proceed-
ings in the cases, which 
involve a battle between 
the Floridians Protecting 
Freedom political com-
mittee and state officials 
about the financial impact 
statement. The politi-
cal committee is lead-
ing efforts to try to pass 
the ballot initiative to 
enshrine abortion rights 
in the state Constitution.

Floridians Protecting 
Freedom filed a lawsuit 
in April arguing that an 
initial financial-impact 
statement for the amend-
ment was outdated and 
needed to be revised. A 
Leon County circuit judge 
agreed, but the state took 
the case to the 1st District 
Court of Appeal.

Amid the appeal, 

House Speaker Paul 
Renner, R-Palm Coast, 
and Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo, 
R-Naples, directed a state 
panel to revise the state-
ment. But Floridians 
Protecting Freedom con-
tends the revised state-
ment is politicized and 
inaccurate.

Also, the revised state-
ment led the 1st District 
Court of Appeal to rule 
that the case about the 
initial statement was 
moot.

In the orders Monday, 
the Supreme Court gave 
the state until 5 p.m. 
Friday to respond to 
the petition about the 
authority of Renner and 
Passidomo. It also gave 
Floridians Protecting 
Freedom until 5 p.m. 

Friday to file a brief in the 
case about the 1st District 
Court of Appeal’s moot-
ness decision.

The proposed consti-
tutional amendment will 
appear on the November 
ballot as Amendment 4. It 
says, in part, that no “law 
shall prohibit, penalize, 
delay, or restrict abortion 
before viability or when 
necessary to protect the 
patient’s health, as deter-
mined by the patient’s 
healthcare provider.”

Gov. Ron DeSantis and 
other state Republican 
leaders are fighting 
the proposed amend-
ment. Representatives of 
DeSantis and the state 
House on the Financial 
Impact Estimating 
Conference spearheaded 
controversial revisions to 
the financial impact state-
ment.

In part, the revised 
statement says there 
is “uncertainty about 
whether the amendment 
will require the state to 
subsidize abortions with 
public funds. Litigation 
to resolve those and other 
uncertainties will result 
in additional costs to the 
state government and 
state courts that will neg-
atively impact the state 
budget. An increase in 
abortions may negatively 
affect the growth of state 
and local revenues over 
time. Because the fiscal 
impact of increased abor-
tions on state and local 
revenues and costs cannot 
be estimated with preci-
sion, the total impact of 
the proposed amendment 
is indeterminate.”

The November ballot 
will be set after Florida’s 
Aug. 20 primary elections.

6A WEDNESDAY , JULY  31, 2024/News-LeaderBUSINESS

New 
Deadlines
Call the News-Leader at 904.261.3696 
to place your ads today!
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Since 1854

Applications are open for the 
Nassau Democrats 2024 Fellowship 
Program. This free fellowship helps 
individuals build community relation-
ships, develop organizational skills 
and explore leadership potential. The 
application deadline is Aug. 12.

The fellowship will help develop 
individuals for future leadership roles 
in the Democratic party to support 
the party nationwide as well as state 
and local races and activities. Fellows 
will learn to advocate effectively on 
issues facing Nassau County vot-
ers and voters nationwide, including 
reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ rights, 
education, health care and climate 
change.

Fellows will obtain hands-on com-
munity organizing experience and 
will develop management, database, 
citizen outreach and new media skills. 
They also will learn results-oriented 
tools to help change their communi-
ties while banking volunteer hours 
and gaining real-life political experi-
ence.

Skills training includes instruc-

tion in neighborhood canvassing, 
organizing events, registering voters, 
interviewing and endorsing candi-
dates, and influencing voter turnout. 
Fellows will support local field offices, 
campuses, communications efforts 
and new media strategies. They will 
participate in organizing events and 
training, including attending county-
wide fellowship training and weekly 
conference calls. One-on-one conversa-
tions with fellows will be held weekly.

Applications are due by Aug. 12. 
Training for the flagship class begins 
Aug. 24. The fellowship runs until 
Nov. 8 followed by a Watch Party and 
fellowship celebration and awards. 
For more information, email info@
nassaudems.org. 

Submitted by Suzanne Sap, Chair, Nassau 
Democrats

Yvonne “Roody” Joinville
Office: School Board Member,   

District 2
Phone: 904.556.0771, 904.556.0773
Email: rjoinville@hotmail.com
Website: www.roodyjoinville.com

Candidate Profile:
Roody Joinville: Advocate for 

Education
Roody Joinville is a proven and 

dedicated leader in education, and 
he will bring a fresh perspective to 

Nassau County School 
Board. He is mar-
ried to his wife of 21 
years, Dr. Victoria 
Hoff-Joinville, and has 
three children: Emily, 
Sebastian and Celine. 
Emily is a high school 
teacher at Douglas 
Anderson School of the 
Arts and Salutatorian 
of Yulee High School’s 

class of 2020. Sebastian is Yulee High 
School’s Valedictorian, class of 2023 and 
is currently attending the University of 
Florida. Celine is a junior at Yulee High 
School. With approximately 26 years of 
experience in classroom instruction and 
administration, Joinville has a wealth 
of knowledge. Joinville’s extensive expe-
rience in academic excellence and com-
munity engagement sets him apart.

A personal connection with 
education
Joinville’s interest in education 

began in his formative years growing 
up in a country where education was 

not considered a right, but a privilege.  
His mother was deprived of a formal 
educational experience and barely 
acquired a third-grade education. This 
background gave him a unique appre-
ciation for education. Joinville earned 
a bachelor’s degree in French from 
Florida International University, a 
master’s degree in teaching English as 
a second language (TESOL) from Nova 
Southeastern University, a specialist 
degree in Educational Leadership from 
Nova Southeastern University, and 
another specialist degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction from the University 
of West Florida where he is a doctoral 
candidate.

His career in education spans over 26 
years where he taught reading, English 
as a second Language, French and 
Spanish.  He has a record of bridging 
the achievement gap in the classroom 
as a teacher and administrator. While 

serving as Yulee High School Assistant 
Principal and Principal, he pioneered 
the first parent-teacher organization 
(PTO) since the school’s inception. He 
increased student and parent involve-
ment through that program, which 
included hosting a college and career 
fair.

Vision and goals for our schools
Joinville’s vision is to bring innova-

tive solutions to the school board. His 
focus is on creating a challenging and 
supportive classroom environment.  As 
a board member, he will bring trans-
parent governance and ensure that the 
board is fiscally responsible.

Gail Cook 
Office: School Board Member, 

District 2
Phone: 904.261.9127
Email: gailcook@juno.com
Candidate Profile:

At a candidate forum in June, Gail 
Cook, incumbent for school board mem-
ber, District 2, expressed pride in the 
county’s A-plus school system and its 
achievements. She emphasized the 
opportunities provided by public schools 
for students to shape their futures and 
excel academically. Cook defends the 
school system’s performance against 
criticism, highlighting the hard work 
of students and staff reflected in state 
testing results. She acknowledges the 

challenges, includ-
ing excessive testing 
for younger students, 
and advocates for con-
tinuous improvement 
based on data analy-
sis.

Cook values com-
munity involvement 
and supports paren-
tal choice in educa-
tion while advocating 

for the excellence of public schools. 
She underscores her commitment to 
attending school events, recognizing 
the efforts of faculty and staff and stay-
ing informed about educational issues. 
Cook aims to leverage her experience 
and dedication to address challenges 
posed by county growth and contribute 
effectively to the school board’s efforts.

    ~ ~ ~
Note: The candidate’s photograph 

and statement are supplied by the 
candidate and are not endorsed by the 
News-Leader or checked for accuracy.

Candidate Profiles: School Board Member, District 2

Joinville
Cook

Nassau Democrats offer 2024 
Fellowship Program

FILE PHOTO

The Florida Supreme Court will move quickly in a battle 
about a “financial impact statement” that will appear 
on the November ballot with a proposed constitutional 
amendment on abortion rights.

Florida Supreme Court to move 
quickly on abortion ‘statement’

www.roodyjoinville.com
www.nassaudems.org
www.fbnewsleader.com
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FL O R I D A’S OL D E S T WE E K LY NE W S PA P E R 

ES TA B L I S H E D I N 1854
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A 
typical government budget lives on a diet of 
high-calorie spending, without tax-cutting 
exercise to burn fat. It is commonplace on 
local, state and federal levels.

On the national level, the runaway federal bud -
get has the clarity of the murky St. Johns River. 
It has become normal to have $2 trillion annual 
deficits under the current regime. 
Meanwhile, the interest on the 
mounting $35 trillion national debt 
is costing $1 trillion per year. This 
eclipses U.S. military spending.

The state’s budget has been 
exemplary. With a $3 billion surplus 
in most years, Florida is the envy of 
nearly every state. Florida’s fiscal 
health thrives on robust tourism 
and population inflows. However, 
an economic recession would be as 
troublesome as another Hurricane 
Andrew.

Locally, the county government, 
the school board and the individual 
cities have been decent stewards of 
tax dollars, with exceptions. While 
all the municipalities try to hold the line on tax reve -
nues each year, few accomplish it. And few even talk 
about reducing expenses, particularly in employee 
headcount.

When ad valorem revenues increase year over 
year, it is defined as a tax increase. Yet few munici -
palities here meet the rolled-back tax rate, where 
tax receipts are the same. Rolled-back rates that are 
adjusted for inflation don’t count.

With rapid population growth, tax increases can 
be unavoidable. The only municipality with slow 
growth is Fernandina Beach – and it has the worst 
record in taxing/spending/regulating over the last 
decade.

The city has been excessive: in hiring employees, 
feeding an enormous staff; in purchasing equipment/
vehicles as part of an oversized fleet; and in funding 
pet projects, with spotty benefits to residents. The 
main thing growing in Fernandina Beach is the gov -
ernment.

The local school district has been hampered by 
funding and staff shortages. To hire and retain 
teachers, the district asked voters to approve a spe -
cial 1-mill tax, outside of other taxes.

Voters did, but now have regrets. Not all the 
revenues are going toward teachers, for one thing. 
And the special tax is generating substantially more 
revenues than expected (and the district is keeping/
spending all the lavish proceeds).

Meanwhile, the county government has expanded 
exponentially with the population boom. However, 
the county has refrained from issuing long-term 
debt, with a pay-as-you-go discipline. This is a 
healthy habit – and should be duplicated by others.

Things here appear fiscally frugal in comparison 
to the national disaster. There, colossal spending 
has fueled inflation across the country like a hyped-
up fuel injector. And worse yet, on frivolous and 
misleading initiatives. Like the Inflation Reduction 
Act, stuffed with pork-barrel spending that has fed 
inflation.

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala 
Harris have both promised to let the beneficial 
Trump tax cuts expire next year. This would raise 
income taxes on nearly all workers, across all brack -
ets. Small businesses would also endure higher 
taxes.

In addition, Biden/Harris have proposed hiking 
taxes on both income and capital gains to over 40%. 
And the corporate tax rate is being targeted at 28%, 
according to their budget proposals. This would be 
higher than communist China.

There is more. Biden/Harris are supporting a 
carbon tax, a climate pollution tax, and potentially a 
tax on unrealized capital gains. Take a deep breath. 
It’s too mentally taxing to even think about – or 
digest.

Steve Nicklas is a financial advisor on Amelia 
Island and an award-winning columnist. His col -
umns appear in weekly newspapers in Northeast 
Florida. He has published a book of his favorite col -
umns, “All About Money.” He has also done financial 
reports for area radio stations. He can be reached at 
904-753-0236 or at thenicklasteam2@msn.com.)

Citizen’s decision
The Republicans clamored for 

years that Roe versus Wade should 
be overturned so the citizens could 
decide the abortion issue in each 
state. Now that they have gotten 
their wish in the Dobbs decision, 
why are they so vehemently opposed 
to the citizens actually deciding? I 
guess they didn’t really want the 
people voting on this issue after all. 
Also, where did 60% come from? I 
think the amendment will pass by 
more than the elevated threshold. 
Wish we could vote on banning 
assault rifles and high-capacity 
magazines. The Republicans will 
never let that vote occur.

Tom Ray
Fernandina Beach 

Critical women’s 
healthcare issues

As a Christian, wife, mother, 
social worker, and resident of 
Nassau County, I encourage local 

women to consider the critical 
health issues we will face if Donald 
Trump wins the presidency. 

I’ll start with contraception. 
U.S. women did not have access to 
birth control until 1965 when the 
Supreme Court ruled in Griswold 
vs. Connecticut that married cou -
ples only have the right to obtain 
contraceptives. Unmarried women 
did not have the constitutional 
right to obtain contraceptives until 
Eisenstadt vs. Baird in 1972. In the 
recent Dobbs vs. Jackson decision 
overturning Roe vs. Wade (a right to 
have an abortion), Justice Clarence 
Thomas suggested the court could 
revisit Griswold vs. Connecticut and 
other precedents deemed “demon -
strably erroneous.” 

Democratic members of Congress 
recently proposed The Right to 
Contraception Act to protect a 
person’s ability to access contracep -
tives, engage in contraception, and 
to protect a health care provider’s 
ability to provide contraceptives. 
The bill passed in the House of 
Representatives but did not gain 

the support of Republicans in the 
Senate. 

Now let’s look at infertility. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, about 
1 in 5 women are unable to get 
pregnant after one year of trying. 
Advancements in science led many 
families to in vitro fertilization 
(IVF). With the overturning of Roe 
vs. Wade, this process is now under 
attack. In February, the Alabama 
Supreme Court ruled that frozen 
embryos created through IVF are 
considered children under state 
law and are therefore subject to leg -
islation dealing with the wrongful 
death of a minor if one is destroyed. 
This caused fertility clinics and 
facilities to indefinitely pause treat -
ments. 

Women undergoing IVF in 
Florida are very worried about what 
the future holds for their growing 
family journey, and the threat is 
real. In an ongoing fight to advocate 
for family building rights, I recently 
spoke with representatives from the 
offices of U.S. Sen. Rick Scott (R), 

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio (R), and U.S. 
Rep. Aaron Bean (R) to advocate 
for support in enshrining the right 
to infertility treatments in law.  All 
three meetings ended with little to 
no support for proposed bills pro -
tecting the right to IVF. 

Access to medical care after 
a miscarriage is also at risk. 
According to the Mayo Clinic, 
10-15% of all pregnancies end in 
miscarriage. Overturning Roe vs. 
Wade has had real life implications 
for women experiencing pregnancy 
complications and miscarriage. 
Doctors and providers fear litiga -
tion and criminal implication when 
treating women having a miscar -
riage because state laws now 
restrict care in these situations, 
forcing women to forego care or find 
the means to travel to another state 
to get the treatment they need. This 
impacts their health and future 
fertility.

Earlier this month, the 
Republican National Convention 
emphasized its opposition to wom -
en’s rights. Donald Trump walked 

on stage to the song “It’s a Man’s 
World.” In numerous speeches, he 
has proudly claimed responsibil -
ity for the Dobbs decision.  And, 
Trump has followed the directives 
of The Heritage Foundation’s 
Project 2025, the roadmap for an 
incoming conservative president. 
Project 2025 includes policies that 
would uniquely affect women, 
including a clampdown on federal 
funding for abortion, the removal 
of “gender equality” language from 
government websites, and reducing 
access to contraception. I encourage 
women to learn more about Project 
2025. 

Women of Nassau County, do 
you want Donald Trump and other 
politicians dictating your reproduc -
tive health care? Or do you want 
Kamala Harris to restore your right 
to make your own decisions with 
your doctor about your body without 
fear of prosecution? For me and mil -
lions of women across the nation, 
the answer is obvious.

Rachel Steele
Fernandina Beach

E lections are the heartbeat of our 
democracy, giving each of us the 
chance to voice our opinions and 
help shape the future of our com -

munity. The News-Leader is committed 
to supporting this process by offering com -
prehensive, fair, and balanced coverage of 
candidates and the issues at hand.

This year, we created an Election Guide. 
We reached out to all candidates running 
for public office, inviting them to share 
their views through candidate profiles and 
answering questions from our editorial 
staff. Our aim is simple: to provide a plat -
form where candidates can communicate 
their ideas and visions directly to you, the 
voters. We believe that by showcasing a 
wide range of perspectives, we can help you 
make well-informed choices when you head 

to the polls.
We’ve been heart-

ened by the enthusiastic 
responses from many 
candidates who have 
participated in our cover -
age. Their willingness 
to engage with both the 
media and the public 
highlights a commitment 
to transparency and 
accountability - quali -
ties we all look for in 
our public servants. By 
sharing their plans and 
ideas, these candidates 
contribute to a richer, 

more meaningful conversation about our 
collective future.

Our Election Guide is designed to be 
impartial, giving equal weight to all voices 
and viewpoints. We understand the sig -
nificant role media plays in shaping public 
perception, especially during election times, 
and we’re dedicated to delivering news 
that’s accurate, fair, and free from bias.

As Election Day approaches, we wish 
all candidates the best of luck. Running 
for public office is no small feat; it requires 
courage, dedication, and a genuine desire 
to serve the public good. We commend each 
candidate for stepping up to the challenge 
and participating in this critical democratic 
process.

In this spirit of democracy and commu -
nity, we stand with you, our readers, and 
all candidates, wishing everyone a fair and 
positive election experience. 

A
s Vice Chair of the Board of Adjustments (BOA), I feel 
that I have a clear vantage point from which I can 
judge the prevailing opinions of development and vari -
ances in our city. I have often felt that many in the 

conservation community here on the island have a simplistic 
view that “variances are handed out like candy,” and “commis -
sioners are lining their pockets with cash from developers.” I 
have not seen evidence for either of these positions. When we 
consider variance requests at the Board of Adjustments there 
are clearly outlined procedures that must be followed. City staff 
makes recommendations as to whether a given variance should 
be approved, and, not surprisingly, their recommendation is 
overwhelmingly to deny the variances. I say “not surprisingly” 
because this resistance is built-in to the process. The Board of 
Adjustment is where you go when you are requesting a variance. 
If your building plan conformed to the requirements of the Land 
Development Code, you wouldn’t need a variance. It would just 
be approved by the planning department. So, when we get an 
application for a variance, it has already been reviewed by plan -
ning and must meet six separate criteria. The criteria are clearly 
laid out, and the process is designed to eliminate the opinions 
and preferences of the participants.

The development planned for the Tringali property is an 
instructive recent example of how this process could go awry. A 
series of unique occurrences created a situation where this matter 
was considered by both the city commission and the BOA. Due to 
conflicts present in the land development code, it was determined 
by city government that the Tringali matter should be adjudicated 
by the commission rather than the Board of Adjustment – a deci -
sion that was reversed by a circuit court judge after a lawsuit by 
the citizen’s group Stop the Domino Effect sued the city.

The commission heard the matter on May 16, 2023. From the 
outset, the commission seemed to be confused about their role. 
Only Commissioner Ross seemed to be aware of the responsibil -
ity the applicant had to present a persuasive case. In fact, one 
commissioner went so far as to ask attorney Harrison Poole if he 
thought the applicant “satisfied all processes” [sic] – seemingly 
unaware that making that determination was what the commis -
sion had been tasked to do. 

Poole responded, “That’s not my role in this. My opinion frankly 
doesn’t matter.” Adding, “When you make a decision, and you 
make your motion that that decision is supported by competent 

substantial evidence.”
When it came time for the commissioners to 

speak, Ross ran down a long and carefully con -
structed list where the applicant failed to present 
competent substantial evidence for his position. 
It was clear that he had taken notes during the 
testimony and was prepared to point out the many 
requirements for approval that the applicant 
failed to meet. For their part, the other four com -
missioners seemed to lack a clear understand -
ing about the requirements of the quasi-judicial 
hearing that they were a part of and did not refer 
to any of the testimony presented – referring, 
instead, to their own personal opinions and feel -
ings. It was an embarrassment that these men 
were prepared to make a decision based on seem -
ingly nothing more than their feelings and beliefs. 
This is not a good way to run a local government. 

After this shameful display was over, the commission voted 4-1 to 
approve the development. 

When the Tringali case came before the BOA, it was a very dif -
ferent story. Although the bar that the applicant had to clear was 
different in some respects, that could not account for the two very 
different outcomes. The Board of Adjustment took the case very 
seriously. We did not ask anyone else for their opinion on the mat -
ter. Nor did we consider our feelings on the matter. We were aware 
of our responsibilities, and we listened for the competent substan -
tial evidence that the applicant needs to present for us to be able to 
approve the variance. Finding that evidence conspicuously absent, 
the board denied the approval 5-0. 

It is my great hope that some serious people get into the race 
for the upcoming contested commissioner seats. People with man -
agement experience who can get the city working properly. People 
who are willing to do the hard work to do the necessary work that 
smart governance requires. Let’s keep our eyes and ears open for 
candidates who can help lead us toward a thoughtful, well-planned 
future where the city is well-managed, well-serviced, and properly 
budgeted. 

Chuck Oliva was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY, working in 
market research for most of his adult life. He and his wife retired to 
Fernandina Beach in 2016 where they spend most of their time reading 
on the beach. Chuck Oliva can be contacted at chuckoliva7@gmail.com. 

Governments feast 
on spending, skimp 
on tax cuts

STEVE’S 
MARKET 
PLACE

Steve
 Nicklas

Nassau Decides 2024 Election Guide

Better governance urged after Tringali development dispute
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Asphalt 
Millings

FOR SALE
$50 PER TON
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Call 904-845-8518

FloridaInfrastructureinc.
37387 Henry Smith Road 

Hilliard, FL 32046

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT

2.59 - School Safety Requirements and Progressive 

Discipline

In compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act, 

Chapter 120, Florida Statute, a public hearing may be 

held if requested within twenty-one (21) days of this 

notice at the place, time, and date indicated below:

Place: Nassau County School Board

 1201 Atlantic Ave.

 Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Time:   6:30 P. M.

Date:   August 8, 2024 

No significant economic impact is anticipated.

Copies of the Administrative Rules and amended 

policies are located in all schools, and the School 

Board office.

Position Opportunity

Executive Director
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Latin Workshops
 August 6th                 Merengue
 August 13th              Bachata
 August 20th              Cumbia
 August 27th              Urban Salsa

 7 pm – 8:30 pm
$20 per person

 Located at 1897 Island Walkway
(Royal Amelia Dance Academy – Studio #1)

Guest Instructor Xio Sandoval
~ ~ Private lessons available by appointment ~ ~
For more information, contact Michelle at:

904.624.0886
michelle@ballroomonamelia.com

Visit our website at www.ballroomonamelia.com 
OR our Facebook page.

News Service of Florida

Facing potential First Amendment 
challenges, Florida has proposed details 
about how it will carry out a new law 
aimed at keeping children off social-
media platforms and blocking minors 
from accessing online pornography.

Attorney General Ashley Moody’s 
office on Tuesday published three pro -
posed rules that include addressing one 
of the most closely watched issues in the 
law: age verification.

House Speaker Paul Renner, R-Palm 
Coast, made a priority of passing the 
law (HB 3) during this year’s legislative 
session, citing what he said are harms to 
children from social media. Technology 
industry groups have argued that parts 
of the law, including its age-verifica -
tion requirements, would violate First 
Amendment rights.

The law, which will take effect Jan. 
1, seeks to prevent children under age 
16 from opening social-media accounts 
on at least some platforms — though it 
would allow parents to give consent for 
14- and 15-year-olds to have accounts. 
Children under 14 could not open 
accounts. It also requires age verifica -
tion to try to prevent minors under age 

18 from having access to online porno -
graphic sites.

The social-media restrictions have 
drawn most of the attention, and the 
law largely puts the onus on platforms 
to verify the ages of users. It says that 
“knowing or reckless” violations could 
lead to the attorney general’s office fil -
ing lawsuits against platforms for unfair 
and deceptive trade practices. Also, plat -
forms could face lawsuits filed on behalf 
of minors.

One of proposed rules published 
Tuesday says that willful “disregard of 
a person’s age constitutes a knowing or 
reckless violation” of the social-media 
restrictions.

“A social media platform willfully dis-
regards a person’s age if it, based on the 
facts or circumstance readily available 
to the respondent (platform), should 
reasonably have been aroused to ques -
tion whether the person was a child and 
thereafter failed to perform reasonable 
age verification,” the proposed rule says.

The proposal adds that the attorney 
general’s office will “not find willful dis -
regard of a person’s age has occurred 
if a social media platform establishes 
it has utilized a reasonable age verifi -
cation method with respect to all who 

access the social media platform and 
that reasonable age verification method 
determined that the person was not a 
child unless the social media platform 
later obtained actual knowledge that 
the person was a child and failed to act.”

The proposed rules also address what 
is described as “reasonable parental 
verification” that could come into play, 
for instance, if parents want to consent 
for 14- and 15-year-old children to have 
access to social-media platforms.

The law, which Gov. Ron DeSantis 
signed in late March, does not iden -
tify social-media platforms that would 
be affected by the restrictions. But it 
includes a definition of such platforms, 
with criteria related to such things as 
algorithms, “addictive features” and 
allowing users to view the content or 
activities of other users.

Renner and other key supporters of 
the law argue that social-media compa -
nies have created addictive platforms 
that harm children’s mental health and 
can lead to sexual predators communi -
cating with minors. But critics, includ -
ing tech-industry groups, have argued 
the bill is unconstitutional and pointed 
to courts blocking similar legislation in 
other states.

Before DeSantis signed the law, the 
tech-industry group NetChoice sent a 
letter to him that contended the mea -
sure was unconstitutional for a series 
of reasons, including its age-verification 
requirements.

“Age-verification schemes for the 
internet are blatantly unconstitution -
al,” Carl Szabo, the organization’s vice 
president and general counsel, wrote in 
the March 7 letter. “Because the inter -
net is home to significant amounts of 
First Amendment speech, users should 
not be forced to forfeit their anonymity 
in order to access it.”

As DeSantis signed the law in March, 
Renner said he expected NetChoice to 
file a lawsuit. But Renner, an attorney, 
expressed confidence that the state 
would win in court and cited dangers of 
social media to children.

“This is an issue where we can no 
longer stand on the sidelines because of 
what we know,” he said.

Tuesday’s publishing of the proposed 
rules in the Florida Administrative 
Register could lead to a hearing before 
the rules are finalized. Rules are com -
monly used in state government to flesh 
out details after laws pass.

State moves forward on social media law

www.aicmf.org
www.ballroomonamelia.com
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Q: Bipolar and depres -
sion have been in my life 
forever, and I cannot get 
over the fact that I will 
not get over this. What 
suggestions do you recom-
mend?

A: Adjusting to a 
chronic condition is a pro -
cess. Getting things under 
control and being pre -
pared for any change is 
essential. Your experience 
with bipolar disorder will 
continue to evolve, so you 
must keep learning about 
the condition and your -
self. Whether an individu -
al has depression, bipolar, 
anxiety, cancer or other 
chronic health disorders, 
I can recommend a key 
to any recovery approach 
that includes medication, 
therapy, support groups 
and a wellness plan. Let 
me explain each.

Medication: 
Planning, sticking to 

and finding the proper 
medication that works 
can be challenging. It is 
typical to doubt the diag -
nosis, fearing that the 
medication will deaden 
your liveliness, and feel 
frustrated about taking 
pills for the rest of your 
life. Can you accept the 
fact that you need medi -
cation to improve your 
quality of life, but as soon 
as you feel better, you 
convince yourself you do 
not need it anymore? Or 
prescribed medication 
causes side effects (agita-
tion, sleepiness, and nap -
ping at work), so you stop 
taking it without calling 
your doctor, which can 
cause you to relapse and 
land you in the hospital, 
with all the disruption a 
mood episode brings into 
your life. Now, you start 
all over again. 

Going off medication 
can cause you to miss 

work, go 
on disabil -
ity leave 
or leave 
jobs. When 
you are 
ill, you are 
less pres-
ent with 
friends, 
and fam -
ily. And. 
of course, 
there is 

the inevitable crash into 
possible suicide. If you 
suddenly find yourself 
gaining weight after start -
ing medications (mood 
stabilizers, antidepres -
sants, antipsychotics), 
talk to your doctor, as you 
may need to try a differ -
ent medication. However, 
do not change your dose 
or stop taking medication 
without talking to your 
doctor first. Hopefully, 
you will see that medica -
tion can make you well 
or better with time. You 
need to persist until you 
find an acceptable combi -
nation.

Therapy:  
What research has 

shown is that psychosocial 
interventions -including 
talk therapy, education 
about coping strategies 
and problem-solving, can 
improve aspects of bipolar 
disorder not addressed 
by medication alone. 
Those types of interven -
tions reduce relapse 
and improve the ability 
to function well. Short-
term and goal-oriented 
CBT, Cognitive Behavior 
Therapy, aims to help 
individuals make perma -
nent behavior changes by 
shifting negative patterns 
in thinking and behavior. 
For example, Imagine 
the worst-case scenario, 
walk through the situa -
tion, and imagine what 

you can do. The emphasis 
now is on problem-solving 
rather than the problem 
itself, creating a sense of 
empowerment and con -
trol. 

Peer support:
This is critical to any 

recovery plan and should 
not replace medication or 
talk therapy. You need 
people who can help you 
when you cannot help 
yourself. Join a support 
group, either online or 
in person. Along with 
sharing and writing your 
story can also be very 
rewarding. Write it down, 
share it, or talk to your 
close friends and fam -
ily about your struggles. 
Inviting the support of 
those around you can 
make a big difference in 
your ability to cope with 
adversity and recognize/
address symptoms before 
they develop into mood 
episodes. Check out below 
the National Association 
on Mental Illness for sup -
port groups in your area. 

Your individual 
wellness plan:

All treatment, includ -
ing medication, therapy, 
peer support and a well -
ness plan, must be cre -
ated specifically for you. 
One size does not fit all 
when keeping your well -
ness wheels turning. 
Establish a firm and con -
sistent daily rhythm in 
eating, waking, sleeping, 
and exercising to manage 
bipolar disorder. Knowing 
how your days will begin 
and end and altering the 
details of those begin -
nings and endings as 
needed, helps stabilize 
your moods while filling 
your life with purpose and 
direction. 

Sleep:  
Sound sleep is critical 

to long-term stability with 

bipolar disorder. Without 
enough high-quality 
sleep, your brain does not 
work correctly. The inabil -
ity to sleep impairs your 
ability to learn, think, 
concentrate, process and 
store information. Avoid 
looking at a computer or 
hand-held screen within 
an hour of bedtime. The 
light emitted from LED 
screens (TVs, comput -
ers, smartphones and 
video games) produces 
blue light, and the brain 
interprets blue light as 
daylight. A regular bed -
time, even on weekends, 
helps train your mind and 
body it is time to sleep. 
Consistency is essential.

Tips to fall asleep: 
The calm app is popu -

lar for free sleep stories. 
BetterSleep app provides 
personal relaxation and 
sleep assistance and 
is user-friendly. Deep 
breathing, visualizing 
yourself doing something 
mindless like walking 
downstairs, putting on 
white noise or calming 
nature sounds. Get out -
side whenever you can. 
Exposure to sunlight 
helps counteract the nega -
tive influence of indoor 
artificial lighting. Rather 
than counting sheep, try 
counting your blessings. 
Thank the source/spirit/
the God of your under -
standing for that sweet 
interaction with your 
brother, the great haircut 
you got, the opportunity 
to volunteer at the local 
food pantry, and the silly 
email you received from 
your friend from high 
school. Another way of 
calming thoughts is to 
repeat The Lord’s Prayer, 
the Serenity Prayer, or a 
short poem in your mind. 
I know this is not for 
everyone, but repeating a 

mantra or something long 
enough with words helps 
prevent other intruding 
thoughts.

Research has shown 
that caffeine can impact 
your ability to fall asleep 
and your sleep quality. 
Reducing or eliminating 
caffeine can be help -
ful. Refrain from sugary 
foods, soda, energy drinks, 
energy bars and chocolate 
after mid-afternoon.

Exercise:  
This can reduce your 

risk of worsening or 
getting other health 
problems (obesity, heart 
disease, type 2 diabetes 
or stroke) associated with 
bipolar disorder, keeping 
in mind that different 
types of exercise work for 
other people. Try various 
options (walking, run -
ning, swimming, cycling, 
yoga) until you find your 
best plan. When you exer -
cise, your body releases 
endorphins, the brain’s 
feel-good chemicals. Over 
time, higher levels of 
endorphins can make you 
feel better. Thus, exercise 
is strongly encouraged for 
people with bipolar, anxi -
ety and depression. Work 
up to exercising for about 
30 minutes each day. 
Exercise can also help 
you combat stress. Finish 
your exercise three hours 
before bedtime.

Nutrition: 
You need to make wise 

dietary choices to keep a 
healthy weight and stay 
well. Eat less sugar and 
more whole, unprocessed 
foods. Eat fish, beans, 
fruits, vegetables, brown 
rice, nuts, seeds, vegeta-
ble oils, olive oils, yogurt 
and high-quality meats 
and cheese. The Keto, 
Kidney Healthy Diet, and 
Mediterranean diet are 
good choices. Diet is not 

the only reason people get 
or do not get heart dis -
ease; your genes also play 
a part, as well as lifestyle 
choices like smoking, lack 
of exercise, and stress.

Alcohol, marijuana, 
pills and other types 
of substances can be a 
dangerous combination, 
and each can worsen the 
severity and symptoms 
of the other and increase 
the risk of mood swings, 
violence, depression, and 
suicide.

Outlook: 
This response contains 

a lot of information, and 
hopefully, you will see 
that medication, therapy, 
peer support, and a well -
ness plan can make you 
well or better with time. 
You need to persist until 
you find acceptable combi -
nations for each. Despite 
bipolar disorder being a 
lifelong condition, symp -
toms are treatable. With 
effective treatment, you 
can live a full life.

The National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI). 
There are support groups 
for family members of 
people with mental health 
challenges. All meetings 
are open to anyone 18 and 
older, confidential, struc -
tured and welcoming. 
For information, leave a 
message at 904-277-1886, 
visit naminassauflorida.
org or email naminassau -
florida.org or naminas -
sauflorida@gmail.com.

Janice J. Clarkson 
holds a doctorate in coun -
seling psychology, is a 
licensed mental health 
counselor, certified addic -
tion professional and cer -
tified yoga pod instructor. 
Got a question? Contact 
Janice at jjclarkson@
earthlink.net.

Essential strategies for managing bipolar disorder and depression

MENTAL 
FITNESS

Janice 
Clarkson



 

For the News-Leader

The Yulee Lions Club is hosting an Ice Cream Social for their August monthly 
meeting with special guests, Community Stewards of Yulee and Beaufort the Fire 
Truck. 

The Community Stewards have been collecting school supplies and will drop them 
off at the Lions Club the evening of the event. The Community Stewards of Yulee, 
Inc. is a local nonprofit organization that promotes community engagement and 
hosts charity events. Some of their events include Light Up Yulee with Christmas 
Spirit, a holiday light decorating contest that encourages businesses to decorate 
their storefronts along US Highway 17 and State Road 200 in Nassau County. Other 
events include a St. Patrick’s Day Parade that honors first responders and features 
emergency response vehicles, classic cars, jeeps and walkers.

Bring the whole family Wednesday, Aug. 7 at 6 p.m. Bring school supplies, enjoy 
ice cream, and check out Beaufort the Fire Truck. The Yulee Lions Club is located 
at 851023 Highway 17, Yulee. For more info on the Yulee Lions Club visit yuleelion-
sclub.org
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EAST NASSAU STEWARDSHIP DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF THE FY 2025 BUDGET; NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER 
THE IMPOSITION OF OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, ADOPTION OF AN ASSESSMENT ROLL, AND 
THE LEVY, COLLECTION, AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE SAME; AND NOTICE OF REGULAR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING. 

The Board of Supervisors (“Board”) for the East Nassau Stewardship District (“District”) will hold the following public hearings and meeting:

  DATE:   August 29, 2024
  TIME:   10:00 a.m.
  LOCATION: Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport
    700 Airport Road
    Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034

The first public hearing is being held pursuant to Chapter 2017-206, Laws of Florida (“Act”), to receive public comment and objections on the District’s proposed budget 
(“Proposed Budget”) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2024, and ending September 30, 2025 (“FY 2025”). The second public hearing is being held pursuant to 
the Act to consider the imposition of operations and maintenance special assessments (“O&M Assessments”) upon the lands located within the District to fund the 
Proposed Budget for FY 2025; to consider the adoption of an assessment roll; and to provide for the levy, collection, and enforcement of O&M Assessments. At the 
conclusion of the public hearings, the Board will, by resolution, adopt a budget and levy O&M Assessments as finally approved by the Board. A regular Board meeting 
of the District will also be held where the Board may consider any other District business that may properly come before it.

Description of Assessments
The District imposes O&M Assessments on benefitted property within the District for the purpose of funding the District’s general administrative, operations, 
and maintenance budget. A description of the services to be funded by the O&M Assessments, and the properties to be improved and benefitted from the O&M 
Assessments, are all set forth in the Proposed Budget for FY 2025. A geographic depiction of the property potentially subject to the proposed O&M Assessments is 
identified in the map attached hereto.  The District’s resolution declaring the proposed O&M Assessments for FY 2025 is attached hereto pursuant to Chapter 170, 
Florida Statutes. The table below shows the schedule of the proposed O&M Assessments, which are subject to change at the hearing:

NOTE:  THE DISTRICT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS TO CHANGE THE LAND USES, NUMBER OF UNITS, EQUIVALENT ASSESSMENT OR RESIDENTIAL UNIT 
(“EAU/ERU”) FACTORS, AND O&M ASSESSMENT AMOUNTS AT THE PUBLIC HEARING, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE.

The proposed O&M Assessments as stated include collection costs and/or early payment discounts imposed on assessments collected by the Nassau County 
(“County”) Tax Collector on the tax bill.  Moreover, pursuant to Section 197.3632(4), Florida Statutes, the lien amount shall serve as the “maximum rate” authorized 
by law for O&M Assessments, such that no public hearing on O&M Assessments shall be held or notice provided in future years unless the O&M Assessments are 
proposed to be increased or another criterion within Section 197.3632(4), Florida Statutes, is met. Note, the O&M Assessments do not include debt service assess-
ments previously levied by the District, if any.

For FY 2025, the District intends to have the County Tax Collector collect the O&M Assessments imposed on certain developed property and will directly collect the 
O&M Assessments on the remaining benefitted property, if any, by sending out a bill no later than November of this year.  It is important to pay your O&M Assessment 
because failure to pay will cause a tax certificate to be issued against the property which may result in loss of title or, for direct billed O&M Assessments, may result 
in a foreclosure action which also may result in a loss of title.  The District’s decision to collect O&M Assessments on the County tax roll or by direct billing does not 
preclude the District from later electing to collect those or other assessments in a different manner at a future time.  

Additional Provisions
The public hearings and meeting are open to the public and will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Florida law.  A copy of the Proposed Budget, 
proposed assessment roll, and the agenda for the public hearings and meeting may be obtained at the offices of the District Manager, Wrathell, Hunt and Associates, 
LLC, 2300 Glades Road, Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Florida 33431, Ph: (561) 571-0010 (“District Manager’s Office”), during normal business hours, or by visiting the 
District’s website at https://eastnassausd.net/. The public hearings and meeting may be continued in progress to a date, time certain, and place to be specified on 
the record at the public hearings or meeting.  There may be occasions when staff or board members may participate by speaker telephone.  

Any person requiring special accommodations at the public hearings or meeting because of a disability or physical impairment should contact the District Manager’s 
Office at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the public hearings and meeting.  If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service by 
dialing 7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) / 1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in contacting the District Manager’s Office.

Please note that all affected property owners have the right to appear at the public hearings and meeting and may also file written objections with the District Manager’s 
Office within twenty days of publication of this notice.  Each person who decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at 
the public hearings or meeting is advised that person will need a record of proceedings and that, accordingly, the person may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.

District Manager

 RESOLUTION 2024-34

[170 DECLARING RESOLUTION - FY 2025 O&M ASSESSMENTS]

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE EAST NASSAU STEWARDSHIP DISTRICT DECLARING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS TO FUND 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET(S) FOR FY 2025 PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 2017-206, LAWS OF FLORIDA AND CHAPTERS 170, AND 197, FLORIDA STATUTES; 
SETTING PUBLIC HEARING; ADDRESSING PUBLICATION; ADDRESSING SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2024, and ending September 30, 2025 (“FY 2025”), the District Manager prepared and submitted to 
the Board of Supervisors (“Board”) of the East Nassau Stewardship District (“District”) prior to July 15, 2024, the proposed budget(s) attached hereto as Exhibit A 
(“Proposed Budget”); and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the District to fund the administrative and operations services (together, “Services”) set forth in the Proposed 
Budget by levy of special assessments pursuant to Chapter 2017-206, Laws of Florida, and Chapters 170, and 197, Florida Statutes (“O&M Assessments”), as set forth 
in the preliminary assessment roll included within the Proposed Budget; and

WHEREAS, the District hereby determines that benefits would accrue to the properties within the District, as outlined within the Proposed Budget, in 
an amount equal to or in excess of the O&M Assessments, and that such O&M Assessments would be fairly and reasonably allocated as set forth in the Proposed 
Budget; and

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed O&M Assessments, and desires to set the required public hearing thereon.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE EAST NASSAU STEWARDSHIP DISTRICT: 

1. DECLARING O&M ASSESSMENTS.  The current form of the Proposed Budget, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby approved for use in proceedings 
to levy and impose the O&M Assessments.  Pursuant to Chapter 2017-206, Laws of Florida, and Chapters 170, and 197, Florida Statutes, the O&M Assessments shall 
defray the cost of the Services in the total estimated amounts set forth in the Proposed Budget.  The nature of, and plans and specifications for, the Services to be 
funded by the O&M Assessments are described in the Proposed Budget and in the reports (if any) of the District Engineer, all of which are on file and available for 
public inspection at the office of the District Manager, c/o Wrathell, Hunt and Associates, LLC, 2300 Glades Road, Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Florida 33431 (“District 
Records Office”).  The O&M Assessments shall be levied within the District on all benefitted lots and lands, and shall be apportioned, all as described in the Proposed 
Budget and the preliminary assessment roll included therein.  The preliminary assessment roll is also on file and available for public inspection at the District Records 
Office.  The O&M Assessments shall be paid in one or more installment(s) pursuant to a bill issued by the District in November of this year, and pursuant to Chapter 
170, Florida Statutes, or, alternatively, pursuant to the Uniform Method as set forth in Chapter 197, Florida Statutes.  

2. SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING.  Pursuant to Chapter 2017-206, Laws of Florida, and Chapters 170, and 197, Florida Statutes, a public hearing on the 
O&M Assessments is hereby declared and set for the following date, time, and location: 

  
  DATE:   August 29, 2024
  TIME:   10:00 a.m.
  LOCATION: Fernandina Beach Municipal Airport
    700 Airport Road
    Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034 

3. PUBLICATION OF NOTICE.  Notice of the public hearing shall be published in the manner prescribed in Florida law. Additionally, the District shall 
cause this Resolution to be published once a week for a period of two (2) weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in Nassau County, Florida.

4. SEVERABILITY.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any one or more provisions of this Resolution shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the 
remaining portions of this Resolution, or any part thereof.

5. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 25TH DAY OF JULY 2024. 

ATTEST:   EAST NASSAU STEWARDSHIP DISTRICT

/s/ Ernesto Torres                       /s/ Michael Hahaj   
Secretary/Assistant Secretary   Chair/Vice Chair, Board of Supervisors

Exhibit A: Proposed Budget (including Assessment roll)

WES WOLFE
CNI Newspapers

Entanglements with heavy rope fishing gear injure 
and kill a number of North Atlantic right whales 
every year, and a recent study shows evidence that 
entanglements play a factor in reducing the number 
of calves born every year. The whales annually make 
the swim south to waters off Georgia and Northeast 
Florida to calve, but there are few — only about 70 
calving females exist of the around 360 North Atlantic 
right whales alive.

The study, “Disentangling the influence of 
entanglement on recruitment in North Atlantic 
right whales,” published earlier this year in the 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

“We used information from 199 known-aged 
females sighted between 1977 and 2018, combined 
with known entanglements of varying severity that 
were classified as minor, moderate or severe,” accord-
ing to the abstract of the study.

“Severe entanglements resulted in an average 
decline in survival of 27% for experienced non-breed-
ers, 9% for breeders and 26% for pre-breeding females 
compared with other entanglements and unentangled 
individuals.”

Ultimately, the study showed minor entanglements 
most often led to limiting a female right whale’s abil-
ity to transition from not having calves to calving.

“Our analysis indicates that the assumption that 
‘minor’ entanglements do not negatively influence the 
species’ population dynamics is incorrect,” according 
to the study. “Entangled individuals are less likely 
to reproduce, and this decline has been amplified by 
an overall reduction in reproduction since the turn of 
the century, possibly as a result of stunting to which 
entanglement also contributes.

“Management actions that mitigate the occur-
rence of all entanglements, regardless of severity, are 
needed to reduce both the lethal and sub-lethal effects 
of entanglement.”

The lead author of the study, Joshua Reed of 
Macquarie University in Australia, was also the lead 
author on a 2022 paper that was the first to specifi-
cally estimate the number of calving females.

Other writers on the study included Peter 
Corkeron, a senior scientist at the New England 
Aquarium’s Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life; 
Leslie New, a professor of statistics at Ursinus 
College; and Robert Harcourt, a professor at 
Macquarie.

The study builds on earlier research that indicated 
sublethal entanglements affect calving female health 
and calving rates. NOAA’s North Atlantic right whale 
population viability analysis cites several other stud-
ies published in the past decade that also shed light 
on the issue.

“Results that show the health of reproductive … 
females that experience entanglement is more nega-
tively affected than other demographic groups that 
experience entanglements,” according to the analysis. 
“A population-wide assessment of health over time 
indicates that entanglement may be the main factor 
affecting the health fluctuations seen over decades. (A 
2017 study) showed a declining population starting in 
2010 with a steeper decline noted in females.

“This decline in females may be the result of the 
negative impacts that they experience from entangle-
ments. These impacts are affecting reproductive out-
put and survival.” North Atlantic right whales are in 
a years-long “unusual mortality event” that is putting 
the species on a path toward extinction.

The main threats to their survival are rope entan-
glements from lobster and crab traps, along with ves-
sel strikes

wwolfe@tribune-georgian.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The North Atlantic right whale Snow Cone is entangled in 
rope as she swims next to her calf in December 2021 off 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.

Study: Even minor 
entanglements limit 
right whale calving



 

EMILY FLOORE
For the News-Leader

St. Marys Riverkeeper hosted 
a team of researchers in July 
for ground truthing in search 
of sturgeon spawning grounds, 
including locations in Nassau 
County.  

This research will be featured 
in a short documentary by film-
maker Jennifer Brown from 
“Into Nature Films,” focused on 
the mystery of endangered stur-
geon in the St. Marys River. The 
short film will feature footage 
from Nassau and Baker counties 
in Florida, as well as Charlton 
and Camden counties in Georgia 
and will raise awareness about 
why sturgeon research is impor-
tant, as well as exploring some 
key mysteries. Through stun-
ning visuals and compelling 
interviews, it will showcase the 
relationship between sturgeon, 
locals in the river ecosystem and 
dedicated conservationists work-
ing tirelessly to learn more about 
this ancient species. 

The premiere will take place 

at St. Marys Riverkeeper’s annu-
al “Toast to Clean Water” event, 
Oct. 19, at Sugar Pointe Estate 
in Yulee, Fla. 

The 2024 St. Marys River 
sturgeon sampling season 
began April 29 when St. Marys 
Riverkeeper hosted research-
ers to sample the local popula-
tion of Atlantic and Shortnose 
Sturgeon. This collaboration is 
part of a long-term monitoring 
program aimed at determining 
the distribution, abundance, and 
population dynamics of these 
endangered species.

The season was scheduled 
to last eight weeks, but due to 
unusually high water tempera-
tures, June 12 marked the last 
day of sturgeon sampling on the 
river. The high water tempera-
tures meant capturing sturgeon 
(or any fish) could lead to unin-
tentional deaths. 

Ground truthing is a critical 
process in conservation biol-
ogy that ensures data collected 
through remote sensing and 
other indirect methods accurate-
ly represent on-the-ground con-

ditions. The field investigations 
help validate and refine under-
standing of sturgeon habitats, 
which is essential for effective 
conservation efforts.

Executive Director/
Riverkeeper Emily Floore leads 
this multi-agency team that 
researches Atlantic sturgeon in 
their southern-most river habi-
tat. Research partners include 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Peninsular Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Office, 
and Adam Fox, Ph.D., Fish 
Scientist at UGA Warnell School, 
as well as Fish and Aquatic 
Conservation Headquarters, 
Georgia Ecological Services Field 
Office and Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge.

St. Marys Riverkeeper cre-
ates a vibrant St. Marys River 
ecosystem that nurtures com-

munities, sustains biodiversity 
and fosters sustainable economic 
development, anchored in pride 
for the area’s natural beauty. 
Communities along the Florida-
Georgia border, from Oke to 
Ocean, are united in conserv-
ing our waterway today and for 
future generations, ensuring it 
remains a leading example of 
ecological integrity, shared steward-
ship, and enduring appreciation.
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AGING IN PLACE WITH YOU

Advocate is a
Home Health Leader

in Nassau County

  • Homemaking • Companionship
  • Meal Prep • Routine Chores
  • Shopping • Respite
  • Personal Care • Med Reminders

Use Our Services:
904.775.5483
advocatehomehealth@nassaucountycoa.org

Join Our Team
904.775.5485
donharley@nassaucountycoa.org

A division of Nassau County Council on Aging

JENNIFER BROWN, INTO NATURE FILMS. 

St. Marys River flows into the Cumberland Sound and Atlantic Ocean.

St. Marys River sturgeon research and filming in Nassau County



 

ASHLEY CHANDLER
News-Leader

Local skateboarder Poe 
Pinson stayed true to herself 
in her Olympic debut. 

She did what she always 
does on her board — had fun. 

With a big smile, her 
headphones on and adrena -
line pumping, Pinson earned 
a trip to the finals at the 
2024 Paris Olympics hitting 
a milestone for herself, and 
U.S. skateboarding. 

For the first time, two 
American Skateboarders 
qualified for the finals, 
Pinson and Arizona native, 
Paige Heyn. The top 8 finish -
ers in the preliminary rounds 
proceeded to the final round. 
Poe’s preliminary perfor -
mance landed her in the No. 
8 spot. Heyn finished at No. 
5. 

Pinson was elated just 
to make it where she had. 
During her final runs and 
tricks, spectators could see 
she was focused on having 
fun. She finished the finals 
at No. 5, with an overall score 
of 222.34 with Heyn right 
behind her at No. 6 with a 
163.23 overall score.

Gold and silver went to 
Japanese skateboarders Coco 
Yoshizawa with a 272.75 and 
Liz Akama with a 265.95. 
Bronze was picked up by 
Brazilian skater, Rayssa Leal 
with an upset, knocking the 
Chinese skater Cui Chenxi to 
the No. 4 spot. 

The women’s skateboard-
ing event was started and 
completed on the same day, 
July 28 in Paris.

Pinson has become known 
for her headphones and her 
smile that she wears even 
after hitting the concrete on 
a fall. 

Olympic commentators 
noted that Pinson skated the 
course differently than her 
competitors and how fun she 
is to watch. 

The overall scores are 
determined by the athletes’ 
best of two 45-second runs 
and their best two out of five 
trick attempts. 

Pinson’s preliminary 
score consisted of the score 
from her second run, scored 
at 71.25 and her two final 
tricks. Her trick scores were 
necessary to push her to 
qualification. Her first trick, 
a Smith Grind, scored her 
a 81.80. Her final trick, a 
50/50 Backslide, landed her 
an 88.07 score. Pinson’s jaw 
dropped after she completed 
her final trick and again after 
the score was announced. Her 
overall preliminary score was 
241.12. 

In the finals, Pinson’s top 
run score was 50.18 and her 
top two trick scores were 
88.43 and 84.73 — not enough 
to get her to the podium.

Here in Fernandina 
Beach, locals were in full 

support mode. The Mocama 
Beer Company watch party 
was packed first thing in the 
morning, with fans donning 
T-shirts and signs showing 
their support for Pinson. 

The watch party kicked off 
at 6 a.m. and was organized 
by Friends of the Fernandina 
Skatepark. Hundreds of peo-
ple showed up over the course 
of the event.

Pinson had fans in Paris, 
too. Several of Pinson’s family 
members were in the stands 
to cheer her on.

The Final:
• GOLD: Coco 
Yoshizawa, Japan, 
272.75.
• SILVER: Liz Akama, 
Japan, 265.95.
• BRONZE: Rayssa Leal, 
Brazil, 253.37.
• No. 4 Cui Chenxi, China, 
241.56.
• No. 5 Poe Pinson, 
United States, 222.34.
• No. 6, Paige Heyn, 
United States, 163.23.
• No. 7, Funa Nakayama, 
Japan, 79.77.
• No. 8 Chloe Covell, 
Australia, 70.33.

Preliminary 
Round:

• No. 1: Coco Yoshizawa, 
Japan, 258.92 (Q).
• No. 2: Liz Akama, 
Japan, 257.99 (Q).
• No. 3: Cui Chenxi, 
China, 254.34 (Q).
• No. 4: Chloe Covell, 
Australia, 246.73 (Q).
• No. 5: Funa Nakayama, 
Japan, 245.52 (Q).
• No. 6: Paige Heyn, 
United States, 244.29 (Q).
• No. 7: Rayssa Leal, 
Brazil, 241.43 (Q).
• No. 8: Poe Pinson, 
United States, 241.12 (Q).
• No. 9: Zhu Yuanling, 
China, 234.82.
• No. 10: Roos Zwetsloot, 
Netherlands, 233.71.
• No. 11: Lucie 
Schoonheere, France, 
228.05.
• No. 12: Zeng Wenhui, 
China, 223.49.
• No. 13: Daniela Terol, 
Spain, 220.38.
• No. 14: Natalia Munoz, 
Spain, 214.70.
• No. 15: Keet 
Oldenbeuving, 
Netherlands, 210.78.
• No. 16: Pamela Rosa, 
Brazil, 205.23.
• No. 17: Vareeraya 
Sukasem, Thailand, 
200.75.
• No. 18: Boipelo Awuah, 
South Africa, 159.34.
• No. 19: Gabi Mazetto, 
Brazil, 144.35.
• No. 20: Haylie Powell, 
Australia, 125.30.
• No. 21: Liv Lovelace, 
Australia, 118.10.
• No. 22: Mariah Duran, 
United States, 58.36.
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Local olympian Poe Pinson makes final in first olympic appearance
WITH STYLE AND A SMILE

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Fernandina Beach native and U.S. Olympian Poe Pinson prepares to skate Sunday at the 2024 Paris Olympics.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Left: Kenny Pinson, Poe Pinson’s father, points to a Friends of the Fernandina Skatepark sticker he came across in Paris France. Center:  Kenny Pinson, right, poses for 
a photo with skateboarding legend Tony Hawk. Right: From left, Kenny Pinson; Mei Pruitt, Poe Pinson’s Personal Trainer with Holistic Wellness; Alex Scripnik, Poe’s 
younger sister; and Igor Scripnik, Poe’s stepfather take a selfie at the 2024 Paris Olympics Women’s Street Skateboarding event.

Locals gathered 
in the early morn -
ing hours Sunday 
at The Mocama 
Beer Company 
watch party to 
cheer Poe Pinson 
on during her 
olympic debut. 
Poe finished 
Fifth overall after 
making it to the 
Finals at the 2024 
Paris Olympics.

PHOTO BY JULIA ROBERTS/

NEWS-LEADER



 

Pirate discount cards
The Fernandina Beach 

High School football team is 
selling its annual Pirate dis-
count cards through Aug. 3. 
There is an electronic option 
for paying. Text PIRATES 24 
to 904-932-0508.

Register for fall ball
Fernandina Beach Babe 

Ruth is registering players for 
the fall season. Cost is $150-
160 per player and includes 
uniform for the eight- to 
10-game season. Deadline to 
register is Aug. 31. Register 
online at wwwfernanidna-
beachbaberuthleague.sportn-
gin.com.

Age groups are T-ball (3-4 
and 5-6 years old), rookie 
(7-8), minor (9-10) and major 
(11-12). League age based 
�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���D�J�H���D�V���R�I���$�S�U�L�O����������
2025.

Evaluations are at 6 p.m. 
Sept. 3 for rookie league, 6 
p.m. Sept. 5 for minor league 
and 6 p.m. Sept. 6 for major 
league. Games begin Oct. 14.

Parade for Pinson
A parade will be held at 

6 Aug. 16 to honor Olympic 
qualifier Poe Pinson, a skate-
boarder from Fernandina 
Beach. The parade begins at 
Central Park at 6 p.m., heads 
west on Ash Street, north on 
Second and east on Centre. 
Visit www.friendsoffernandi-
naskatepark.com.

Skate Jam Aug. 24
The ninth annual Terry 

Kelly Skate Jam will be held 
from noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 24 at 
the Fernandina Beach Skate 
Park at Main beach. Visit 
www.friendsoffernandinas-
katepark.com for information.

Adult ping pong
The city of Fernandina 

Beach offers adult ping pong 
Thursdays from 4:30-7 p.m. 
and Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Beginning to advanced 
players are welcome. Six 
tables, balls and loaners pad-
dles are provided.

Contact the Recreation 
Department or Don Hughes 
at 904-415-0667 or visit 
Fernandina Beach Ping Pong 
on Facebook for updates.

Gator Bowl game
The 80th annual TaxSlayer 

Gator Bowl will be played on 

Bill Gay Grounds at EverBank 
Stadium in Jacksonville on 
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, at 
7:30 p.m. and will be televised 
nationally on ESPN.

The game will feature a 
team from the Southeastern 
Conference, including 
Oklahoma and Texas, as its 
home team. The SEC repre-
sentative will face an oppo-
nent from the Atlantic Coast 
Conference, which will include 
California, SMU and Stanford 
in expansion. Teams partici-
pating in the Gator Bowl game 
will be announced on Sunday, 
Dec. 8.

Tickets will go on sale to 
the public on Sept. 4 through 
Ticketmaster. In celebration 
of “904 Day,” the TaxSlayer 
Gator Bowl will go on sale in 
conjunction with a special offer 
to local buyers. Throughout 
the fall, prospective buyers 
who purchase tickets from a 
TaxSlayer Gator Bowl “Green 
Jacket Member” prior to Dec. 
1 will receive preferred pricing.  
Visit www.taxslayergatorbowl.
com.

NSFA meetings
The Nassau Sport 

Fishing Association holds 
monthly meetings the second 
Wednesday and the monthly 
social get-together the fourth 
Wednesday of each month 
at Kraft Ten Acres, 961023 
Buccaneer Trail in Fernandina 
Beach. Call 556-5531 or email 
info@nsfafish.net.

Run for your life
Runners Love Compa-

ny workouts are at 6 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Fernandina Beach High 
School track. Whether to stay 
healthy by jogging or to run 
hard training for races, all 
types of goals are appreciated 
and respected. AIR offers 
sensible, safe workouts led by 
veteran coach Roy Benson.

All ages and all levels of 
ability, are encouraged to 
come out and sample the 
friendly, supportive group envi-
ronment. Join in and breathe 
more with AIR. Visit www.
ameliaislandrunners.com.

Sailing club meets
The Amelia Island Sailing 

Club meets the first Tuesday 
of the month at the Kraft 
Athletic Club at Ten Acres, 
located off Buccaneer Trail. 
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NOW OPEN
ONLY AT YOUR

FERNANDINA BEACH GOLF CLUB
2800 BILL MELTON ROAD

904-310-3175
To learn more, download the Toptracer App

or go to: www.toptracer.com

Senior men welcome
The ACE group invites 

senior men looking for a 
fun informal golfing experi -
ence to join them Monday, 
Wednesday and/or  Friday at 
7:15 a.m. at the Fernandina 
Beach Golf Club. Ask in pro 
shop for details, or find them 
at putting green.

Helms charity
The fifth annual Collin 

Helms Foundation Charity 
Golf Tournament will be 
held Sept. 23 at the Amelia 
National Golf & Country 
Club. Registration is at 8 
a.m., and shotgun start is at 
9 a.m. Awards ceremony fol -
lows play.

Format is a four-person 
scramble. The cost is $150 
per person and includes 
lunch. Proceeds benefit 
Pirate baseball, scholarships 
and more. Sponsorship oppor -
tunities include $125 per hole 
or two for $175, silent auction 
and swag-bag goodies.

Contact Sabrina Helms 
at joeyhelms@outlook.com or 
904-321-6269.

ALS golf classic
Hit the links for a cure 

in August. The 20th annual 
ALS Amelia Island Golf 
Classic, held each year 
in memory of John Louis 
O’Day, will be held Aug. 9 
at the Amelia Island Club 
at Long Point. Tournament 
proceeds benefit The ALS 
Association Florida Chapter.

Registration, warm-up 
and lunch buffet are from 10 
a.m. to noon. Shotgun start 
is at noon. Dinner reception, 
held from 5-8 p.m., includes 
beer and wine, raffle prizes, 
awards, silent auction and 
live music. 

Format is a four-person 
scramble. Proximity prizes 
include hole-in-one, longest 
drive (men and women), 

closest-to-the-pin (men and 
women) and putting con -
test on putting green, with 
awards for first through fifth 
net team and first and sec -
ond low gross.

Raffle tickets will be 
available the day of the 
event, and the cost is five 
tickets for $20, 15 for $50 
and an entire wing span for 
$100. Cost to play is $250 
per player. Reception only is 
$150 per person.

Sponsorships are avail -
able. Contact Mark O’Day at 
904-553-0576 or odaym25@
aol.com or visit www.
ALSGolfAmelia.com.

Men’s blitz
All golfers are invited 

to the Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club men’s bi-weekly 
18-hole blitz Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Shotgun start is 10 
a.m. Entry fee is $20. Contact 
John Rudd at jrudd9404@
gmail.com for information.

Tuesdays for ladies
The Fernandina Beach 

Women’s Golf Association 
welcomes women of all lev -
els. Play is 9 a.m. Tuesdays; 
registration at 8:30 a.m. 
Membership is $40 per year. 
Email fbwga18@gmail.com.

GOLF NEWS

SHORTS Continued on 3B

For a sport that hadn’t gone to a 
state championship as a team since 
2008, the current version of the 
Fernandina Beach High School girls 
cross country team is on a roll, with 
a quest to qualify for a third straight 
year this fall in Tallahassee. 

Last November the girls finished as 
the top public school out of 110 teams 
in the FHSAA 2A classification and set 
school records galore, including best 
team average time of 20:38 for the 
5K distance (3.1 miles), breaking the 
record held by the 2008 team.

The squad also has 12 girls return -
ing that rank among the top 35 all 
time 5K performances by Pirate run -
ners.  

What to expect in 2024?  “Get bet -
ter,” says Dave Reinhart, head coach, 
starting his fourth year at the helm. 
“We keep improving every year, rais -
ing the bar of excellence, and now the 
girls set the expectations early on, 
which is what every coach in any sport 
at any level hopes to bake into their 
team culture.

“That is, shift the will to excel to the 
athletes, from the fastest runner on 
down in our case so all the girls buy-in 
to agreed upon team goals and individ -
ual ones. We are all motivated to keep 
our state meet qualification streak 
going, as only that 2008 team had pre -
viously qualified once.”

The team returns much of the var -
sity from last year, but cross country 
is particularly geared to big shifts in 
fitness levels year to year, so much is 
unknown going into each season.

While the squad did lose seniors 
Lauren Quinn and Aislinn Bell to 
graduation, the Pirates do return their 
top two state meet finishers in junior 
Mikaela Nichols and senior captain 
Callie Nesbitt, and both look primed to 
have outstanding campaigns.

Additionally, juniors Grace Scuderi 
and Emma Barone have looked 
impressive in preseason workouts as 
has incoming freshman Jillian Loucks, 
who had a stellar middle school track 
career.  

Assistant Coach Melanie Wright 
said, “Although we lost some key 
runners, I believe this team is 
going to continue to surprise other 
squads around the state. Our pre -
season summer workouts show a 
strong group of girls locked in and 
ready to start the season.

“They’ve been running 30 to 35 
miles a week, and many are coming off 
a week of cross country camp together 
at the University of Alabama.”

Reinhart and Wright’s big question 
mark is who is ready to battle for the 
other top spots on the varsity and the 
pool is deep with runners like seniors 
Kate Chenoweth, Juliana Ferus, 
captain, sophomores Keira Michalski 
and Elizabeth Smith and newcom -
ers Taylor Newman and Loretta 
Stephenson.

Without that depth and bench 
strength, the season outcome is unpre -
dictable.

“It’s tough to make the state 
meet every year, given two qualify -
ing rounds of district and regional 

rounds culling the herd each week, 
especially given we go head to head 
with perennial state powerhouses 
Jacksonville based Bolles, Bishop 
Kenny and Epsicopal starting at the 
district level,” Reinhart said. “The 
built-in advantage the private and 
parochial schools have is the ability to 
admit students from any town.

“Many states have a separate clas -
sification for non-public schools, but 
Florida does not.”   

Captain Callie Nesbitt added, “I’m 
super excited to watch the girls on our 
team grow and develop into even bet -
ter runners this season. I hope to see 
all of us have an increased love and 
passion for this not so easy sport we 
have committed to.

Our first race is Aug. 23, and we 
will be ready.”

“Bottom line,” says Reinhart, “the 
long season feels like a traveling reali -
ty TV show sometimes. Lots of ups and 
downs, fun and drama, but ultimately 
a crew of girls that support, care and 
work for each other despite any obsta -
cles. These young ladies are among the 
best this city has to offer. They have 
great character, integrity and work 
ethic.

“I don’t know which one is going to 
be a future president, CEO or heart 
surgeon, but I wouldn’t bet against it. I 
might add we’re always open to add -
ing to our ranks with more of our high 
school girls. No experience required 
and no cuts. We can make a dis -
tance runner out of anyone if they’re 
willing to work.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Fernandina Beach High School girls cross country team includes, from left, Emma Barone, Taylor 
Newman, Grace Scuderi, Elizabeth Smith, Keira Michalski, Juliana Ferus and Sevina Contreas.

Girls eye state meet three-peat

PGA Tour winner, broadcaster Mark 
Carnevale died at 64
Mark Carnevale died unexpectedly on Monday, 
July 22, 2024. He was 64. After toiling on the 
mini-tour and state-open circuits and seven 
consecutive unsuccessful trips to Q-School, 
Carnevale secured his PGA Tour playing 
privileges at the 1991 Qualifying Tournament, 
tying for 18th. Carnevale won the Chattanooga 
Classic at Council Fire Golf Club his rookie 
year, shooting a � nal-round 64 to defeat Ed 
Dougherty and Dan Forsman by two strokes. 
Although it was the lone victory for Carnevale, 
earning him PGA Tour Rookie of the Year 
honors, it set him forward on a path to make golf 
his forever career. “Mark was a beloved part of 
the PGA Tour family for a long time,” said PGA 
Tour Commissioner Jay Monahan. “He was a 
member of that elite club, a PGA Tour winner, 
and then he held numerous roles within the 
industry, most recently as a signi� cant voice in 
PGA Tour Radio’s coverage.”

The Olympics golf competition will be 
held this week
Le Golf National, which hosted the 2018 
Ryder Cup, will welcome 60 of the world’s 
top male golfers (with the women’s 
competition happening next week) including 
world No. 1 Scottie Schef� er, a six-time 
winner this season, and world No. 2 Xander 
Schauffele, fresh off his victory at The Open 
Championship. The course is known for its 
slick greens, tight and undulating fairways, 
and links-style bunkers. The signature 
stretch is the � nal four holes, all surrounded 
by water, and the course emphasizes 
accuracy versus distance.

Jhonattan Vegas won for the � rst time in 
nearly seven years after he holed a three-foot 
birdie putt on the 18th hole for a one-under 70 
and a one-shot victory over Max Greyserman 
at the 3M Open. Vegas � nished at 17-under 
267 at the windy TPC Twin Cities. It gave him 
his fourth PGA Tour victory but a � rst for the 
39-year-old from Venezuela since he won the 
Canadian Open in 2017. “We’re just trying to 
have a great week and obviously a great week 
turned into a win,” Vegas said.

PRO GOLF WEEKLY UPDATE
Golf News, Tips, Trivia &  Stats

This Week in Pro Golf Last Week in Pro Golf

Pro Golf Trivia

Top News Stories

FedEx Cup StandingsLessons from the Golf Pro
One of the hardest shots that a player 
has is making the proper contact with 
chip shots. It seems like the shot is 
either a � ub shot or we will send the 
chip screaming past the hole. With 
the proper setup and technique, you 

should be able to master a shot that is quite 
dif� cult to accomplish. The � rst step in a proper 
chip shot is to open you stance up at your feet and 
your shoulders. Place the ball back a bit in your 
stance, because you are going to go from a high 
backswing down to the ball in a quick amount of 
time, resulting in a descending blow. One of the 
last keys to remember is that you do not want to 
have a huge followthrough once you make contact 
with the ball. Having a short and low followthrough 
will provide the right amount of contact to make a 
good shot more times than not.

Which golfer won gold at the last 
Olympic golf competition

a) Scottie Schef� er c) Adam Scott
b) Justin Rose d) Xander Schauffele

Answer: d) Xander Schauffele won gold at the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

?

TV Coverage
Day Time Network
Thursday 3am-12pm GOLF
Friday 3am-12pm GOLF
Saturday 3am-12pm GOLF
Sunday 3am-12:30pm GOLF

Course Stats
Yards:  7,174
Par: 71

Jhonattan Vegas won the 3M Open

Through July 28, 2024

1) Scottie Schef�  er
5,993 pts.  /  14 top tens

2) Xander Schauffele
4,057 pts.  /  12 top tens

3) Rory McIlroy
2,545 pts.  /  6 top tens

FedEx Cup Standings continued...
Player Points Top 10s
4) Colin Morikawa 2,456 7
5) Wyndham Clark 2,154 6
6) Ludvig Aberg 2,092 7
7) Sahith Theegala 2,037 7
8) Hideki Matsuyama 1,899 5
9) Sunjae Im 1,883 7
10) Shane Lowry 1,867 6
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P
erfect weather greet -
ed some 100-king-
fish teams this past 
Saturday where fish -

ing conditions were ideal for 
both the kingfish division 
and the fishing rodeo por -
tion as well.  A light south -

west wind 
less than 
ten-knots 
greeted the 
speedy fleet 
of tourna -
ment boats 
as they 
navigated to 
their favor -
ite fishing 
waters.

I counted 
at least 

fifty tournament boats slow 
trolling a combination of rib -
bonfish and live menhaden 
at the very mouth of the 
St. Mary’s inlet.  In fact, at 
times it looked like a football 
game with kingfish teams 
attempting to intercept the 
largest kingfish of the day.

Captain Benny Hendrix 
shouted at both my grand -
son David Lacoss and me 
as they trolled within thirty 
yards of our kingfish boat.

“We have a winner on 
board,” Benny Hendrix 
shouted. “Jake’s kingfish 
looks to weigh every bit of 
thirty pounds.”

Benny Hendrix had just 
survived a shark attack 
that almost took his right 
arm.  So glad to see Benny 
Hendrix on the water fish -
ing competitively aboard his 
charter fishing boat, “Heavy 
Hitter.”               

Captain Benny was fish -
ing with long time friends 
Jeb and Michelle Cook and 
their son, Jake who had just 
landed a massive kingfish.  
Team “Heavy Hitter” was 
fishing in the “Junior Angler 
Kingfish Tournament” which 
they placed 3rd with a 30.26-
pound kingfish.  Timothy 
Messer won the seven and 
up division with a 34.33-
pound kingfish.  Local Junior 
angler Palmer Pickett placed 
1st in the six and under 
division with a 22.05-pound 

Fernandina Beach Kingfish & Rodeo

OUTDOORS

Terry Lacoss

OUTDOORS

FERNANDINA BEACH TIDESFERNANDINA BEACH TIDES
Tides, Sun &  Moon: July 31-August 7, 2024Tides, Sun &  Moon: July 31-August 7, 2024

Sat.
8/3

Sun.
8/4

Mon.
8/5

Tues.
8/6

Fri.
8/2

Thurs.
8/1

Wed.
8/7

Tide calculations are for Amelia River, Fernandina Beach. No corrections are necessary.
Sun & Moon events are also calculated for Fernandina Beach, although actual times may vary because of land masses.

PUT US
TO WORK
FOR YOU

Florida’s Oldest
Weekly Newspaper

The News-Leader printed edition and The News-Leader printed edition and 
fbnewsleader.com offer the opportunity to fbnewsleader.com offer the opportunity to 
promote and advertise your business to promote and advertise your business to 

thousands of customers each week. thousands of customers each week. 
Call 261-3696 and put the Call 261-3696 and put the 

News-Leader to work for you!News-Leader to work for you!

This Space Available!

Moonset 7:31P

Sunrise 6:44A

Sunset 8:19P

Moonrise 4:40A

Moonset 6:42P

Sunrise 6:44A

Sunset 8:19P

Moonrise 3:40A

Low 12:51A 0.84’

High 7:01A 5.60’

Low 12:48P 0.26’

High 7:40P 6.99’

Low 1:45A 0.72’

High 7:55A 5.68’

Low 1:42P 0.23’

High 8:30P 7.00’

Moonset 8:12P

Sunrise 6:45A

Sunset 8:18P

Moonrise 5:42A

Low 2:34A 0.59’

High 8:45A 5.77’

Low 2:32P 0.20’

High 9:15P 6.97’

Moonset 8:48P
Sunrise 6:45A
Sunset 8:17P
Moonrise 6:43A
New Moon 7:14A

Low 3:17A 0.49’

High 9:32A 5.85’

Low 3:17P 0.21’

High 9:56P 6.89’

Moonset 9:18P

Sunrise 6:46A

Sunset 8:16P

Moonrise 7:42A

Low 3:57A 0.43’

High 10:15A 5.90’

Low 3:59P 0.29’

High 10:34P 6.74’

Moonset 9:45P

Sunrise 6:47A

Sunset 8:15P

Moonrise 8:38A

Low 4:33A 0.22’

High 10:55A 5.91’

Low 4:40P 0.43’

High 11:10P 6.53’

Moonset 10:11P

Sunrise 6:47A

Sunset 8:14P

Moonrise 9:33A

Wed.
7/31

Moonset 5:46P

Sunrise 6:43A

Sunset 8:20P

Moonrise 2:45A

Low 11:52A 0.26’

High 6:01A 5.58’

Low -- --

High 6:45P 6.95’

Low 5:07A 0.48’

High 11:34A 5.90’

Low 5:19P 0.63

High 11:45P 6.30’

kingfish. Also fishing aboard 
the “Burnin Daylight,” 
Grayson Hill took 10th place 
honors 17.86-pound kingfish.

Thirteen-year-old Kaden 
Mathews took first place 
“Junior Angler” honors in the 
Fernandina Beach Kingfish 
& Rodeo with a 24.38-pound 
kingfish.  Also fishing aboard 
the “Ole Fart” fishing team 
was Jeremy Dukes, Harvey 

Watson and Steve Mathews.
Julie Sowell was the top 

“Lady Angler” with a 31.42-
pound “Smoker.” Julie was 
fishing aboard the “Get 
Reel.”

James Croft guided team 
“Bear Caught” to the largest 
kingfish of the tournament 
weighing 38.96-pounds! 
Trisha Glenn fished with her 
husband Tom Glenn weigh -

ing in a 38.19-pound king -
fish aboard the fishing boat 
“Jamin.” Kenny Crawfish, 
“Team Crawfish,” weighed 
in a 33.94- pound kingfish 
for 3rd place honors. Robert 
South held down 4th place 
big fish with a 32.42-pound 
king mackerel fishing aboard 
the “Offshore Hooker.” And 
5th place honors went to 
Michael Griffis, team “My 

Girl” weighing in a 32.42-
pound kingfish.

In the “Fishing Rodeo” 
portion of the event, Paul 
Harnage weighed in the larg -
est redfish at 6.55-pounds.  
The largest seatrout was 
weighed in by Eli Smith 
weighing 2.42-pounds. 
Chasey Riley weighed in 
the largest sheepshead 
weighing 3.06-pounds. The 

largest flounder was caught 
and weighed in by Craig 
Van Brocklin weighing 
6.00-pounds.

The popular event was 
held once more at the 
foot of Centre Street at 
the Fernandina Harbor 
Marina.  Platinum spon -
sors included the News 
Leader, Fernandina Harbor 
Marina, Budweiser, Key 
West Boats/Ocean Outboard, 
Dave Turner Plumbing and 
Ameris Bank. Gold spon -
sors included Circle K, Sea 
Cottages, Amelia Island 
Bait & Tackle, Paul Clark 
Ford, Omni Resorts, Bennet 
Chevrolet and Real Thirsty 
Ice. Silver sponsor, Boat Us, 
Amelia Island Marina, Eye 
Envy, T-Rays, Solris Photos, 
Cocker, Salt Life, WM, Prime 
South, Chelsea Boat Center, 
First Federal Bank, Renn 
Works, Redman and Fish 
Bites.

Members of the Nassau 
Sport Fishing Association 
organized once more a won-
derful tournament that was 
held with big success at the 
footsteps of historic down -
town Fernandina Beach 
and the Fernandina Harbor 
Marina.  Many thanks to 
Terry Kelly, tournament 
director and David Smith.

SPECIAL PHOTOS
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Social hour starts at 6 p.m., followed by a pot-
luck dinner, business meeting and guest speak-
er presentation. Guests are welcome. Boat 
ownership or sailing skills are not required. 

Club activities throughout the year may 
include day/overnight excursions by water and/
or land, sailboat racing, social activities and 
assisting with local conservation and environ-
mental efforts in waters surrounding Amelia 
Island. For more information, visit www.ameli-
aislandsailing club.wildapricot.org.

Play pickleball
Scheduled play at the pickleball courts at 

Central Park in Fernandina Beach is posted at 
the courts and online. Attendees should wear 
court shoes and athletic attire. Loaner paddles 
and balls are provided.

Schedule for doubles format: Sunday 2-5 
p.m. all levels on courts 1-4 and beginners (1.0-
�����������R�Q���F�R�X�U�W�V�������������0�R�Q�G�D�\�������������D���P�����Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V��
play (all levels) on courts 1-4 and beginners (1.0-
2.5 men and women) on courts 5-6. Monday 4-7 
p.m. advanced competitive play (levels 4.0 and 
up) on courts 1-6 with challenge court on court 4.

Tuesday 8-11 a.m. intermediate play (levels 
3.0 and 3.5) on courts 1-6. Wednesday 4-6 
p.m. intermediate play (3.0 and 3.5) on courts 
�����������7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�������������D���P�����P�H�Q�·�V���S�O�D�\�����D�O�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V����
on courts 1-4 and all levels (men and women) 

on courts 5-6. Friday 8-11 a.m. intermediate 
play (3.0 and 3.5) on courts 1-6.

Schedule is posted at the courts along with 
general rules and descriptions of play. Visit 
www.fbfl.us/972/Pickleball, Fernandina Beach 
Pickleball Pirates on Facebook or email fbpbpi-
rates@gmail.com.

Boules Club
The Amelia Island Boules Club holds 

pétanque pickup games on the pétanque courts 
at the west end of Central Park on Saturdays at 
9 a.m. and most weekday afternoons. The club 
always has extra boules for friends and guests 
who want to learn this game of skill, precision 
and a touch of strategy. Join the friendly com-
petition. Email AmeliaPetanque@gmail.com.

Organized rides
The North Florida Bicycle Club offers sev-

eral organized bicycle rides each week at vari-
ous times and locations on Amelia Island and 
in Nassau County.  Cyclists of all abilities are 
welcome. Helmets and a bicycle in good work-
ing condition are required.

Cyclists typically split into groups, depending 
on pace and skill level. Lunch is optional. Call 
678-613-2074 or visit www.ameliaislandcycling.
com, www.ameliaislandtrail.org or www.nfbc.us.

To submit an item for this column, email 
information to bjones@fbnewsleader.com.

SHORTS From 2B

James Croft, right, is pictured with the largest kingfish weighing 38.96-pounds.  Also fishing aboard the “Bear 
Caught” were Cully garner, Shilo Garner and Renee Miller.

Left: Pictured from left Jeb and Jake Cook teamed up for this big king while fishing with Captain Benny Hendrix/ Heavy Hitter.  Jake’s 
king weighed 30.26 pounds and took 3rd place honors during the “Junior Angler Kingfish Tournament.; Right: Pictured from left Craig 
Vanbrocklin and Jeff Altman teamed up for the largest flounder, weighing six-pounds!
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               PUBLIC NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING DEADLINE  
IS NOON THE FRIDAY BEFORE THE NEXT 

PUBLICATION. CALL 261-3696 FOR INFO.

Additional legal ads may be found at
fbnewsleader.com or floridapublicnotices.com

LEGAL NOTICES CONTINUED
ON THE NEXT PAGE.

DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Propos ed  Floo d  Hazard  De-
term inatio ns  fo r  Uninco rpo-
rated Areas of  Nassau  Coun -
ty,  Flor ida,   Case  No.  24-04-
1544P.   The  Department  of
Homeland  Securitys  Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) solicits technical in-
formation or comments on pro-
posed  flood hazard determina-
tions  for  the  Flood  Insurance
Rate  Map  (FIRM),  and  where
applicable, the Flood Insurance
Study  (FIS)  report  for  your
community.   These  flood  haz-
ard determinations may include
the  addition  or  modification  of
Base  Flood  Elevations,  base
flood  depths,  Special  Flood
Hazard  Area  boundaries  or
zone designations, or the regu-
latory  floodway.   The  FIRM
and,  if  applicable,  the  FIS  re-
port  have  been  revised  to  re-
flect  these  flood  hazard  deter-
minations  through  issuance  of
a  Letter  of  Map  Revision
(LOMR), in accordance with Ti-
tle 44,  Part  65 of the Code of
Federal  Regulations.   These
determinations are the basis for
the  floodplain  management
measures that your community
is required to adopt or show ev-
idence  of  having  in  effect  to
qualify  or  remain  qualified  for
participation  in  the  National
Flood Insurance Program.  For
more  information  on  the  pro-
posed  flood hazard determina-
tions  and  information  on  the
statutory  90-day period  provid-
ed for appeals, please visit FE-
MAs  website  at
https://www.floodmaps.fema.-
gov/fhm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.
asp , or call the FEMA Mapping
and  Insurance  eXchange
(FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA
MAP (1-877-336-2627).
FNL  2T  07-31-2024  &  08-07-
2024
#825699

INVITATION TO BID
1.01  PROJECT  INFORMA-
TION
A. Notice to Bidders: Pre-quali-
fied bidders are invited to sub-
mit  bids  for  Project  as  de-
scribed  in  this  Document  ac-
cording  to  the  Instructions  to
Bidders.
B. Project Identification: 98460-
261_Callahan  Intermediate  In-
tercom Replacement
1. Project Location: 34586 Alli-
gator  Creek  Hunting  Club,
Callahan,
Florida 32011.
C. Owner: Nassau County
School District
1. Owner's Representative: Jef-
fery L. Bunch, Director of Facili-
ties
D. Architect: Altman + Barrett
Architects,  10245  Centurion
Parkway  North,  Suite  105,
Jacksonville, FL 32256.
E. Project Description: The
project consists of removing the
existing  intercom  sys-tem  and
installing new intercom system
campus-wide.  Minor  interior
work,  not  limited  to  patching,
painting,  electrical,  will  be  re-
quired  to  accommodate  both
the  new  construction  and  de-
molition.
F. Construction Contract: Bids
will  be received  for the follow-
ing Work:
1. General Contract (all trades).
1.02 BID SUBMITTAL AND
OPENING
A. Owner will receive sealed
bids until the bid time and date
at the location indicat-ed below.
Owner  will  consider  bids  pre-
pared  in  compliance  with  the
Instructions  to  Bidders  issued
by Owner, and delivered as fol-
lows:
1. Advertise Dates: July 17, 24,
31, 2024.
2. Bid Date: August 14, 2024.
3. Bid Time: 2:30 p.m., local
time.
4. Location: 86334 Goodbread
Road, Yulee, Florida 32097.
Bids  will  be thereafter  publicly
opened and read aloud for fur-
nishing  all  labor  and materials
for the construction of:
98460-261_Callahan Intermedi-
ate Intercom Replacement
Nassau County School District.
1.03 BID SECURITY
A. Bid security shall be submit-
ted with each bid in the amount
of  [5]  percent  of  the  bid
amount.  No bids  may be with-
drawn for a period of [60] days
after opening of bids. Owner re-
serves  the  right  to  reject  any
and all bids and to waive infor-
mal-ities and irregularities.
B. Bid Tabulations shall be
posted  in the Facilities Recep-
tion area at 86334 Good-bread
Road,  Yulee,  Florida
32097after the intended recom-
mendation is an-nounced on or
about four (4) days after the bid
opening.  The  Bid  Tabulation
will  remain  posted  for  a  mini-
mum period of 96 hours.
1.04 PREBID MEETING
A.  A  MANDATORY  Pre-bid
Meeting  for  all  bidders  will  be
held  at  Callahan  Interme-diate
School  on August  02 at  11:00
a.m., local time. The purpose of
the meeting will  be to familiar-
ize the bidders with the existing
conditions,  scope  of  work  and
special  conditions,  if  any.
Questions will be accepted and
answered  at  the  meet-ing.  A
sign-in sheet will be maintained
by the architect/engineer for the
purpose of certifying that a rep-
resentative  of  the  bidder  was
present  at  the  meeting.  Bid-
ders  not  attending  the  pre-bid
meeting will not be permitted to
submit a bid.
1.05 DOCUMENTS
A. Printed Procurement and
Contracting Documents: Obtain
after July 17, 2024, by contact-
ing Altman + Barrett Architects;
10245  Centurion  Parkway,
Suite 105, Jacksonville, Florida
32256 or by calling (904) 647-
7867.  Documents  will  be  pro-
vided  to  prime  bidders  only;
only  complete  sets  of  docu-
ments will be issued.

ments will be issued.
B. Viewing Procurement and
Contracting Documents: Exam-
ine on or after July 17, 2024, at
www.altmanbarrettarchitects.-
com.
1.06 TIME OF COMPLETION
A. Bidders shall begin the Work
on receipt of the Notice to Pro-
ceed.  Project ap-proval  is  an-
ticipated  to  occur  on  Septem-
ber  14,  2024,  for  purposes  of
submittal  review  and  material
acquisition.  Construction  is ex-
pected  to begin  on September
26, 2024. Project completion is
expected prior to December 31,
2024.
1.07 BIDDER'S QUALIFICA-
TIONS
A. Bidders must be properly li-
censed under the laws govern-
ing  their  respective  trades  and
be able to obtain insurance and
bonds required for the Work. A
Per-formance Bond, a separate
Labor  and  Material  Payment
Bond, and Insurance in a form
acceptable to Owner will be re-
quired of the successful Bidder.
B. Only Contractors having
been pre-qualified by the Nas-
sau County School Dis-trict are
eligible  to  submit  bids  for  this
project. Only pre-qualified Con-
tractors should submit  bids for
this project (Florida Statutes).
C. Florida Statutes require that
all  contractual  personnel  who
are permitted access on school
grounds  when  students  are
present  must  meet  Level  2
screening re-quirements as de-
scribed  in  S1012.32,  Florida
Statutes.
DISCRIMINATION: An entity or
affiliate  who  has  been  placed
on the discriminatory vendor list
may not submit a bid on a con-
tract  to  provide  goods  or  ser-
vices to a public entity, may not
submit a bid on a contract with
a public entity for the construc-
tion or repair  of a public build-
ing  or  public  work,  may  not
submit  bids  on  leases  of  real
property  to  public  entity,  may
not award or perform work as a
contractor,  supplier,  subcon-
tractor,  or  consultant  under
contract with any pub-lic entity,
and may not transact business
with any public entity.
The Owner reserves the right to
waive any irregularities and mi-
nor  technicalities  or  to  reject
any  and  all  bids.  Each  bidder
must deposit with his bid, a Bid
Bond or Cashier's Check in the
amount of five percent (5%) of
the Base Bid price, payable to
the Owner.
The  successful  bidder  will  be
required  to  provide  a  Perfor-
mance,  Labor,  and  Material
Bond in the amount of 100% of
the accepted Bid amount.
No bidder may withdraw his bid
within (60) days after the actual
date of the opening thereof. 
Any  actual  or  prospective  bid-
der  who  disputes  the  reason-
ableness or competitiveness of
the terms and conditions of the
Invitation  To  Bid,  Contract
Award, or Recommendation for
Contract Award, shall file a No-
tice of Protest with the Superin-
tendent  of  Schools  within  72
hours of receipt of the bid solic-
itation, posting of the bid tabu-
lations,  or  posting  of  the  bid
award,  and  must  file  a  formal
written  protest  within  ten  (10)
days  following  the filing of the
Notice to Protest. Failure to ob-
serve such timelines will consti-
tute  a  waiver  of  proceedings
and of right to protest as stipu-
lat-ed  in  Chapter  120  of  the
Florida  Statutes.  The  School
Board  requires  a  protestor  to
post  bond  in  accordance  with
Florida  Statutes,  Section
255.0516 F.S.
FNL 3T 07-17-24-31-2024
#824376

BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites sealed proposals
for:
AMELIA  ISLAND  PARKWAY
TRAILS SEGMENTS 3 & 4
SOLICITATION NO. NC24-024
ELECTRONIC  BIDS  RE-
CEIVED UNTIL  AUGUST 28,
2024 BY 10:00 AM
For detailed information regard-
ing  the  due  date  and  require-
ments  for  this  solicitation,
please visit the Nassau County
website  at  https://pbsystem.-
planetbids.com/portal/49083/po
rtal-home.  Solicitation  informa-
tion and documents can be ob-
tained  free-of-charge  via  the
Countys vendor portal.
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
JOHN MARTIN
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
FNL 2T 07-31 & 08-07-2024
#826260

NOTICE
SeaCoast  Health,  currently
located  at  4856  First  Coast
Highway, Suite 1, will be
transitioning to a virtual practice
effective  July  31,  2024.  For
appointments, prescription
refills,  or  access  to  medical
records,  please  contact  us  at
(904) 229-5038 or write to
SeaCoast  Health,  P.O.  Box
15743,  Fernandina  Beach,  FL
32035.
FNL  4T  07-17-24-31-2024  &
08-07-2024
#823996

NOTICE  OF  BOARD  OF
TRUSTEES MEETING
The South Amelia Island Shore
Stabilization  Association,  Inc.
will  hold  a  Board  of  Trustees
Meeting  on  Thursday,  August
8,  2024,  at  2:00  p.m.  in  the
Amelia  Island  Management
Conference  Room,  5440  First
Coast  Hwy,  Amelia  Island,
Florida.  
In  accordance  with  the  Ameri-
cans  with  Disabilities Act,  per-
sons  needing  accommodation
to  participate  in  this  meeting
should  contact  the  Nassau
County  Managers  Office  at

County  Managers  Office  at
contact@nassaucountyfl.com,
96135  Nassau  Place,  Suite  1,
Yulee,  Florida  32097,  Phone
No.:  (904)  530-6010  no  later
than  seventy-two  (72)  hours
prior to the proceeding.  If  you
are  hearing or  voice  impaired,
please  call  the  Florida  Relay
Service at 711 or toll free at 1-
800-955-8771 (TTY).
The  public  is  invited  to  be
present.  Information  regarding
this  meeting  is  available  at
www.saissa.com.
FNL  2T  07-31-2024  &  08-07-
2024
#826100

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
FNA DZ LLC
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
08-3N-24-2380-0018-0044
CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 335
FILE NUMBER: 
24TD000015AXYX
DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: 
BLOCK 18 PT OF LOT 4 IN OR
727  PG  831  TOWN  OF
HILLIARD
Assessed To: 
JAMES A LARGIN EST
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
20TH DAY OF AUGUST 2024
between  the  hours  of  11:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The Clerk of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD,
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT AND COMPTROLLER
BY: RHODA GOODWIN,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL  4T  07-17-24-31-2024  &
08-07-2024
#824053
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT, IN AND FOR NASSAU

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 23CA000373AXYX
CARRINGTON  MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MARVIN  DAMIAN  CHAVEZ;
ANGELA  CHAVEZ;  NASSAU
CROSSING  TOWNHOMES
OWNERS ASSOCIATION INC;
NASSAU  CROSSINGS  OWN-
ERS ASSOCIATION, INC.;
Defendants

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment in
Mortgage  Foreclosure  dated
June 25, 2024, and entered in
Case  No.  23CA000373AXYX,
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the
Fourth Judicial Circuit in and for
NASSAU  County,  Florida.
CARRINGTON  MORTGAGE
SERVICES,  LLC  (hereafter
Plaintiff),  is  Plaintiff  and MAR-
VIN  DAMIAN  CHAVEZ;  AN-
GELA  CHAVEZ;  NASSAU
CROSSING  TOWNHOMES
OWNERS ASSOCIATION INC;
NASSAU  CROSSINGS  OWN-
ERS ASSOCIATION,  INC,  are
defendants.  John A. Crawford,
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for
NASSAU,  County  Florida  will
sell to the highest and best bid-
der  for  cash  Via  the  internet
nassauclerk.realforeclose.com,
at  11:30  a.m.,  on  the  _29TH_
day  of  _AUGUST_,  2024,  the
following described property as
set  forth  in  said  Final  Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 1G, NASSAU CROSSING
TOWNHOMES  PHASE  ONE,
ACCORDING  TO  THE  PLAT
AS  RECORDED  IN  PLAT
BOOK  2379,  PAGES  142
THROUGH 144, OF THE PUB-
LIC  RECORDS  OF  NASSAU
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
If  you are a person with a dis-
ability  who  needs  any  accom-
modation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are enti-
tled,  at no cost  to you,  to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please  contact  ADA Coordina-
tor,  Phone  no.  904-548-4600
( then press 0) at least 7 days
before  your  scheduled  court
appearance,  or  immediately
upon receiving  this  notification
if the time before the scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days;
if  you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Si  usted  es  una  persona  mi-
nusválida  que  necesita  algún
acomodamiento  para  poder
participar en este procedimien-
to, usted tiene derecho, sin ten-
er gastos propios,  a que se le
provea  cierta  ayuda.  Tenga  la
amabilidad de ponerse en con-
tacto  con  ADA  Coordinator,
Phone  no.  904-548-4600  (  y
oprima  0)  por lo menos 7 días
antes de la cita fijada para su
comparecencia  en  los  tri-
bunales, o inmediatamente de-
spués  de  recibir  esta  notifi-
cación si el tiempo antes de la
comparecencia que se ha pro-
gramado es menos  de 7 días;
si  usted  tiene  discapacitación
del  oído o  de la  voz,  llame al
711.
Si ou se yon moun ki andikape
ou  enfim  ki  bezwen  ako-
modasyon  pou  w  ka  patisipe
nan pwosedi sa, ou kalifye san
ou pa gen  okenn  lajan  pou w
peye, gen pwovizyon pou jwen
kèk  èd.  Tanpri  kontakte  ADA
Coordinator,  Phone  no.  904-
548-4600 ( peze sou  0)  nan 7
jou anvan dat ou gen randevou
pou  parèt  nan  tribinal  la,
oubyen imedyatman apre ou fin
resevwa  konvokasyon  an si  lè
ou gen pou w parèt nan tribinal
la  mwens  ke  7 jou;  si  ou gen
pwoblèm pou w  tande oubyen
pale, rele 711.
Dated  this  22nd  day  of  July,
2024.

2024.
John A. Crawford
CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT
BY: Raymie Gordon
As Deputy Clerk
Van Ness Law Firm, PLC
1239 E. Newport Center Drive
Suite #110
Deerfield Beach, Florida 33442
Phone (954) 571-2031
Pleadings@vanlawfl.com
Any person claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale,  if
any,  other  than  the  property
owner as of the date of the lis
pendens  must  file  a claim  be-
fore  the  clerk  reports  the  sur-
plus as unclaimed.
FNL  2T  07-31-2024  &  08-07-
2024
#825932
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FOURTH JUDICIAL  
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 24CA000138AXYX
DIVISION

CAG NATIONAL FUND III LLC,
Plaintiff,  
vs.
UNKNOWN  HEIRS,  DE-
VISEES,  BENEFICIARIES,
GRANTEES,  ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS,  CREDITORS,
TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHER
UNKNOWN  PERSONS  OR
SPOUSES  CLAIMING  BY,
THROUGH,  UNDER,  OR
AGAINST  THE  ESTATE  OF
RONALD  N.  LEYENDECKER
a/k/a  RONALD  NORMAN
LEYENDECKER,  DECEASED;
TODD  LEYENDECKER;  UN-
KNOWN  TENANT  #1;  UN-
KNOWN  TENANT  #2;  ALL
OTHER  UNKNOWN PARTIES
CLAIMING  INTERESTS  BY,
THROUGH,  UNDER,  AND
AGAINST  THE  HEREIN
NAMED DEFENDANT(S) WHO
ARE  NOT  KNOWN  TO  BE
DEAD  OR ALIVE,  WHETHER
SAME  UNKNOWN  PARTIES
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS
SPOUSES,  HEIRS,  DE-
VISEES,  GRANTEES,  OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: ALL OTHER UNKNOWN
PARTIES  CLAIMING  INTER-
ESTS  BY,  THROUGH,  UN-
DER,  AND  AGAINST  THE
HEREIN NAMED DEFENDANT
(S)  WHO  ARE  NOT  KNOWN
TO  BE  DEAD  OR  ALIVE,
WHETHER SAME UNKNOWN
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN IN-
TEREST  AS  SPOUSES,
HEIRS,  DEVISEES,
GRANTEES,  OR  OTHER
CLAIMANTS
whose residence is unknown if
he/she/they  be  living;  and  if
he/she/they  be  dead,  the  un-
known defendants who may be
spouses,  heirs,  devisees,
grantees,  assignees,  lienors,
creditors, trustees, and all  par-
ties  claiming  an  interest  by,
through,  under  or  against  the
Defendants, who are not known
to be dead or alive, and all par-
ties having or claiming to have
any right, title or interest in the
property described in the mort-
gage being foreclosed herein
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS, DE-
VISEES,  BENEFICIARIES,
GRANTEES,  ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS,  CREDITORS,
TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHER
UNKNOWN  PERSONS  OR
SPOUSES  CLAIMING  BY,
THROUGH,  UNDER,  OR
AGAINST  THE  ESTATE  OF
RONALD  N.  LEYENDECKER
a/k/a  RONALD  NORMAN
LEYENDECKER, DECEASED
whose residence is unknown if
he/she/they  be  living;  and  if
he/she/they  be  dead,  the  un-
known defendants who may be
spouses,  heirs,  devisees,
grantees,  assignees,  lienors,
creditors, trustees, and all  par-
ties  claiming  an  interest  by,
through,  under  or  against  the
Defendants, who are not known
to be dead or alive, and all par-
ties having or claiming to have
any right, title or interest in the
property described in the mort-
gage being foreclosed herein
YOU  ARE  NOTIFIED  that  an
action to foreclose a mortgage
has  been filed  against  you,  in
regard to the following property
in  NASSAU  County,  Florida,
legally described as:
LOT  FIFTY-  ONE  (51),
CASHEN  WOOD  SUBDIVI-
SION,  ACCORDING TO PLAT
THEREOF  RECORDED  IN
PLAT  BOOK  5,  PAGES  221-
222;  PUBLIC  RECORDS  OF
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA.
This  property  is located at  the
street  address  of:  2361
CASHENWOOD  DR.,  FER-
NANDINA BEACH, FL 32034.
YOU ARE REQUIRED to serve
a copy of your written defenses
on or before August 26, 2024 a
date which is within 30 days af-
ter  the first  publication,  if  any,
on  McMichael  Taylor  Gray,
LLC, Plaintiffs  Attorney, whose
address  is  3550  Engineering
Dr.,  Suite 260, Peachtree Cor-
ners,  GA  30092,  and  file  the
original  with  this  Court  either
before  service  on Plaintiffs  At-
torney,  or  immediately  there-
after;  otherwise,  a  default  will
be entered against you for  the
relief  demanded  in  the  Com-
plaint or Petition.
This  Notice  shall  be published
once a week for two consecu-
tive  weeks  in the  THE NEWS
LEADER.
WITNESS  my  hand  and  the
seal  of  the  court  on  July  17,
2024.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT
By: 
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Annalise Hayes DeLuca, Esq.
Audrey J. Dixon, Esq.
MCMICHAEL  TAYLOR GRAY,
LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
3550 Engineering Drive, 
Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA  30092
Phone:  404.474.7149
Email: ServiceFL@mtglaw.com
**IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH
THE AMERICANS  WITH DIS-
ABILITIES  ACT,  If  you  are  a
person  with  a  disability  who

person  with  a  disability  who
needs  any  accommodation  in
order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain  assistance.   Please
contact  ADA  Coordinator  at
(904) 548-4600 then press 0, or
255-1695 (or 711 Florida Relay
Service); or Nassau County Ju-
dicial  Annex, Attention: Bailiff's
Office,  76347  Veterans  Way,
Yulee, FL 32097; or CrtIntrp@-
coj.net.
FNL  2T  07-31-2024  &  08-07-
2024
#825662

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That ASSEMBLY TAX 36 LLC
The  holder(s)  of  the  following
certificate(s) has filed said cer-
tificate(s)  for  a tax deed to be
issued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s),  the  description  of
the  property,  and  the  name(s)
in which it  is  assessed are as
follows:
Parcel Number: 
00-00-31-1800-0041-0062
CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 1602
FILE NUMBER: 
24TD000013AXYX
DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPER-
TY: 
BLOCK 41 LOT S ½ OF 6 CITY
OF FDNA BEACH
Assessed  To: 
ESTUARIO LLC
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
13TH DAY OF AUGUST 2024
between  the  hours  of  11:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The Clerk of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD,
CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT AND COMPTROLLER
BY:  RHODA  GOODWIN,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL 4T 07-10-17-24-31-2024
#822836
NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS
NAME LAW PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09,
FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that  the  undersigned,  desiring
to  engage  in  business  under
the fictitious name of Brightway
Insurance, The Coastal Agency
located at 463711 SR 200 Ste
12 in the County of Nassau, in
the city of Yulee, Florida 32097
intends  to  register  the  said
name with the Division of Cor-
porations of the Florida Depart-
ment  of  State,  Tallahassee,
Florida.
Dated  at  Yulee,  Florida  this
22nd Day of July, 2024.
Lauren Mathewson
Coastal Risk Management, LLC
FNL 1T 07-31-2024
#825650
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FOURTH JUDICIAL  
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
23CA000388

WILMINGTON  SAVINGS
FUND  SOCIETY,  FSB,  AS
TRUSTEE  OF  WAMPUS
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST,
Plaintiff,
VS.
MARCUS  D.  DAMPIER  SR.
A/K/A  MARCUS  DAMPIER;
REATHER  L.  DAMPIER;  VIL-
LAGES  OF  WOODBRIDGE
MASTER ASSOCIATION, INC.;
ANY  AND  ALL  UNKNOWN
PARTIES  CLAIMING  BY,
THROUGH,  UNDER  AND
AGAINST  THE  HEREIN
NAMED  INDIVIDUAL  DEFEN-
DANT(S)  WHO  ARE  NOT
KNOWN  TO  BE  DEAD  OR
ALIVE,  WHETHER  SAID  UN-
KNOWN  PARTIES  MAY
CLAIM  AN  INTEREST  AS
SPOUSES,  HEIRS,  DE-
VISEES,  GRANTEES,  OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS
Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

SALE PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that sale will be made pursuant
to an Order or Final Judgment.
Final  Judgment  was  awarded
on April  23, 2024 in Civil Case
No. 23CA000388, of the Circuit
Court  of the  FOURTH Judicial
Circuit in and for Nassau Coun-
ty, Florida, wherein, WILMING-
TON  SAVINGS  FUND  SOCI-
ETY,  FSB,  AS  TRUSTEE  OF
WAMPUS  MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST  is  the  Plaintiff,  and
MARCUS  D.  DAMPIER  SR.
A/K/A  MARCUS  DAMPIER;
REATHER  L.  DAMPIER;  VIL-
LAGES  OF  WOODBRIDGE
MASTER ASSOCIATION, INC.;
ANY  AND  ALL  UNKNOWN
PARTIES  CLAIMING  BY,
THROUGH,  UNDER  AND
AGAINST  THE  HEREIN
NAMED  INDIVIDUAL  DEFEN-
DANT(S)  WHO  ARE  NOT
KNOWN  TO  BE  DEAD  OR
ALIVE,  WHETHER  SAID  UN-
KNOWN  PARTIES  MAY
CLAIM  AN  INTEREST  AS
SPOUSES,  HEIRS,  DE-
VISEES,  GRANTEES,  OR
OTHER  CLAIMANTS  are  De-
fendants.
The Clerk of the Court, John A.
Crawford will sell to the highest
bidder  for  cash  at  www.nas-
sauclerk.realforeclose.com   on
September  19,  2024  at
11:30:00 AM EST the following
described  real  property  as  set
forth in said Final Judgment, to
wit:
LOT  13  OF  VILLAGES  OF
WOODBRIDGE  -  PHASE  III,
ACCORDING  TO  THE  MAP
OR  PLAT  THEREOF  AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 8.
PAGES  273  THROUGH  276.
INCLUSIVE,  OF  THE PUBLIC
RECORDS  OF  NASSAU
COUNTY, FLORIDA
Any person claiming an interest
in the surplus from the sale,  if
any,  other  than  the  property
owner as of the date of the lis
pendens  must  file  a claim  be-
fore  the  clerk  reports  the  sur-
plus as unclaimed.
WITNESS  my  hand  and  the

WITNESS  my  hand  and  the
seal of the court on July 23rd,
2024
CLERK OF THE COURT
John A. Crawford
Deputy Clerk
ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
5300 West Atlantic Avenue
Suite 303
Delray Beach, FL 33484
Telephone: 561-392-6391
Facsimile: 561-392-6965
Primary  E-Mail:  Service-
Mail@aldridgepite.com
FNL  2T  07-31-2024  &  08-07-
2024
#826239
THREE RIVERS COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEAR-
ING  TO  CONSIDER  THE
ADOPTION  OF  THE  FISCAL
YEAR 2025 PROPOSED BUD-
GET(S);  AND  NOTICE  OF
REGULAR  BOARD  OF  SU-
PERVISORS MEETING.  
The  Board  of  Supervisors
(Board)  of  the  Three  Rivers
Community  Development  Dis-
trict  (District)  will  hold a public
hearing and regular meeting as
follows:
DATE: August 15, 2024
TIME: 3:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Amelia Island
Nassau  County  Association  of
Realtors
910 S 14th St.
Fernandina  Beach,  Florida
32034
The purpose of the public hear-
ing is to receive comments and
objections  on  the  adoption  of
the  Districts  proposed  budget
(s) for the fiscal year beginning
October  1,  2024,  and  ending
September 30, 2025 (Proposed
Budget). A regular Board meet-
ing  of  the  District  will  also  be
held  at  the  above  time  where
the  Board  may  consider  any
other  business  that  may  prop-
erly come before it.  A copy of
the agenda and Proposed Bud-
get may be obtained at the of-
fices  of  the  District  Manager,
Wrathell,  Hunt and Associates,
LLC,  at  2300  Glades  Road,
Suite 410W, Boca Raton, Flori-
da 33431,  Ph:  (561)  571-0100
(District  Managers Office),  dur-
ing  normal  business  hours,  or
by visiting the Districts website
at https://threeriverscdd.com/.
The public hearing and meeting
are open to the public and will
be  conducted  in  accordance
with  the  provisions  of  Florida
law.  The public hearing and/or
meeting  may  be  continued  in
progress to a date, time certain,
and place to be specified on the
record  at  the  public  hearing
and/or meeting.  There may be
occasions when Board Supervi-
sors or District Staff may partic-
ipate by speaker telephone.  
Any  person  requiring  special
accommodations  at  the  public
hearing or meeting because of
a  disability  or  physical  impair-
ment should contact the District
Managers Office at  least forty-
eight  (48)  hours  prior  to  the
public hearing and meeting.  If
you are hearing or speech im-
paired, please contact the Flori-
da Relay  Service by dialing 7-
1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) /
1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid
in  contacting  the  District  Man-
agers Office.
Each  person  who  decides  to
appeal  any  decision  made  by
the Board  with  respect  to  any
matter considered at the public
hearing  or  meeting  is  advised
that  person will  need  a record
of proceedings and that accord-
ingly,  the person may  need to
ensure  that  a  verbatim  record
of the proceedings is made, in-
cluding  the testimony  and  evi-
dence upon which such appeal
is to be based.
District Manager
FNL 2T 07-24-31-2024
#824823

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
JUAN C. CAPOTE
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
09-3N-24-0000-0013-0000
CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 388
FILE NUMBER: 
24TD000017AXYX
DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPER-
TY: 
BEING  PARCEL  2  IN  OR
2365/147 EX 13-1
Assessed To: 
BLUE SKY MOON TRUST
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
27TH DAY OF AUGUST 2024
between  the  hours  of  11:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The Clerk of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD,
CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT AND COMPTROLLER
BY:   RHODA  GOODWIN,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL  4T  07-24-31-2024  &  08-
07-14-2024
#824865
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FOURTH JUDICIAL  
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case #: 2016-CA-000083
DIVISION: A

Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Plaintiff,
-vs.-
Jody  C.  Buchan  a/k/a  Jody
Buchan;  Tamela  T.  Buchan
a/k/a  Tamela  Buchan;  United
States  of  America  Acting
through  Secretary  of  Housing
and  Urban  Development;  Un-
known  Parties  in  Possession
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known  Parties  in  Possession
#1,  If  living,  and  all  Unknown
Parties  claiming  by,  through,
under  and  against  the  above
named  Defendant(s)  who  are
not known to be dead or alive,
whether said  Unknown Parties
may  claim  an  interest  as
Spouse,  Heirs,  Devisees,
Grantees,  or  Other  Claimants;
Unknown Parties in Possession
#2,  If  living,  and  all  Unknown
Parties  claiming  by,  through,
under  and  against  the  above
named  Defendant(s)  who  are
not known to be dead or alive,
whether said  Unknown Parties
may  claim  an  interest  as
Spouse,  Heirs,  Devisees,
Grantees, or Other Claimants
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
pursuant  to order  rescheduling
foreclosure sale or Final  Judg-
ment, entered in Civil Case No.
2016-CA-000083 of  the  Circuit
Court of the 4th Judicial Circuit
in  and  for  Nassau  County,
Florida,  wherein  Nationstar
Mortgage  LLC,  Plaintiff  and
Jody  C.  Buchan  a/k/a  Jody
Buchan  are  defendant(s),  I,
Clerk  of  Court,  John A.  Craw-
ford, will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash AT www.-
nassauclerk.realforeclose.com
AT  11:30  A.M.  on  September
12,  2024,  the  following  de-
scribed property as set forth in
said Final Judgment, to-wit:
A  PORTION  OF  LANDS  DE-
SCRIBED  AS "PARCEL  3"  IN
DEED BOOK 44,  PAGES 221
THROUGH 223, OF THE PUB-
LIC  RECORDS  OF  NASSAU
COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BE-
ING   MORE  PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED  AS  FOLLOWS:
FOR THE POINT  OF  BEGIN-
NING  COMMENCE  AT  THE
NORTHWEST  CORNER  OF
SAID  "PARCEL  3";  THENCE
NORTH  58  DEGREES30'00"
EAST,  ALONG  THE  NORTH-
WESTERLY  LINE  OF  SAID
"PARCEL  3",  350.00  FEET;
THENCE  SOUTH  31  DE-
GREES  30'00"  EAST,  255.00
FEET;  THENCE  SOUTH  58
DEGREES  30'00"  WEST,
350.00 FEET TO THE NORTH-
EASTERLY  RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE OF U.S.  HIGHWAY NO.
17;  THENCE  NORTH  31  DE-

17;  THENCE  NORTH  31  DE-
GREES 30'00" WEST, ALONG
SAID  NORTHEASTERLY
RIGHT-OF-WAY  LINE,  255.00
FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING.
ANY PERSON  CLAIMING AN
INTEREST IN  THE SURPLUS
FROM  THE  SALE,  IF  ANY,
OTHER THAN THE PROPER-
TY OWNER AS OF THE DATE
OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST
FILE  A  CLAIM  NO  LATER
THAN THE  DATE  THAT  THE
CLERK  REPORTS  THE
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED.
If  you are a person with a dis-
ability  who  needs  any  accom-
modation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are enti-
tled,  at no cost  to you,  to the
provision of certain assistance.
Please  contact  the ADA Coor-
dinator at (904) 548-4600 press
0,  at least  7 days  before  your
scheduled court appearance, or
immediately upon receiving this
notification  if  the  time  before
the  scheduled  appearance  is
less  than  7  days;  if  you  are
hearing or voice  impaired,  call
711.
Phone- (904) 548-4909
Fax- (904)548-4949
TTD/TTY- Dial 711
E-Mail 
calewis@nassauclerk.com
John A. Crawford
CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT
Nassau County, Florida
DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
Submitted By: 
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP
750  Park  of  Commerce  Blvd.,
Suite 130
Boca Raton, Florida 33487
(561) 998-6700
(561) 998-6707
FNL 2T 07-31-2024 & 
08-07-2024
#826093

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
ASSEMBLY TAX 36 LLC
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:

lows:
Parcel Number: 
00-00-31-1800-0133-0061
CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 1624
FILE NUMBER: 
24TD000016AXYX
DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPER-
TY: 
BLK 133 S1/2 OF LOT 6 IN OR
1043/1134  CITY  OF  FDNA
BEACHOF SEC 23-3N-28E
Assessed To: 
ONETHA MIDDLETON EST
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
20TH DAY OF AUGUST 2024
between  the  hours  of  11:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The Clerk of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD,
CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT
COURT AND COMPTROLLER
BY:   RHODA  GOODWIN,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL  4T  07-17-24-31-2024  &
08-07-2024
#824058

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
FOURTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA,

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO.: 2024-CP-0280

DIVISION: A
IN  RE:  ESTATE OF WILLIAM
CHARLES OMALLEY,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of WILLIAM CHARLES O'MAL-
LEY, deceased, whose date of
death  was  May  24,  2024,  is
pending in the Circuit Court for
Nassau  County,  Florida,  Pro-
bate  Division,  the  address  of
which is Nassau County Court-
house,  76347  Veterans  Way,
Yulee,  Florida  32097.   The
names  and  addresses  of  the
personal representative and the
personal  representatives  attor-
ney are set forth below.All cred-
itors of the decedent and other
persons  having  claims  or  de-
mands  against  decedents  es-
tate on whom a copy of this no-
tice  is  required  to  be  served
must  file their  claims  with this
Court  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE

Court  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE  TIME  OF  THE  FIRST
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  NO-
TICE  OR  30  DAYS  AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY  OF  THIS  NOTICE  ON
THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedents estate must file their
claims  with  this  Court WITHIN
3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET  FORTH  IN  FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENTS
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this notice is: July 24th, 2024.
Attorney  for  Personal  Repre-
sentative:
JOSEPH  CLAY  MEUX,  JR.,
ESQUIRE
cmeux@rtlaw.com 
Florida Bar No.:  041114
TARA FORREST, ESQUIRE
tforrest@rtlaw.com
Florida Bar No.:  1019353
ROGERS TOWERS, P.A.
1301  Riverplace  Boulevard,
Suite 1500
Jacksonville, FL  32207
(904) 398-3911
Personal Representative:
JAMES BURKE O'MALLEY
2013 Spring Branch Drive
Vienna, VA  22181
WILLIAM C. O'MALLEY, JR.
2119 West Main Street
Houston, TX  77098
FNL 2T 07-24-31-2024
#824701

IN  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT,
FOURTH
JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT,  IN  AND
FOR
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
IN RE:  The Estate Of:
CASE NUMBER: 24-CP-9
PROBATE DIVISION:

PATRICIA KING,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of PATRICIA KING, deceased,
whose  date  of  death  was
September 23, 2023 is pending
in the Circuit  Court for Nassau
County,  Florida,  Probate  Divi-
sion,  the  address  of  which  is
76347  Veterans  Way,  Yulee,
FL 32097.  The names and ad-
dresses  of the personal  repre-
sentative and the personal rep-
resentatives  attorney  are  set
forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedents estate, including un-
matured,  contingent  or unliqui-
dated claims, on whom a copy
of this notice is served must file
their  claims  with  this  court
WITHIN  THE  LATER  OF  3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF  THIS  NOTICE  OR  30
DAYS  AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE  OF  A  COPY  OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedents estate, including un-
matured,  contingent  or unliqui-
dated  claims,  must  file  their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  DECEDENTS  DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this Notice is July 31st, 2024.
FNL 2T 07-31-2024 & 
08-07-2024
#826265

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites sealed proposals
for:

IMAGE BASED ROAD 
PAVEMENT CONDITION 
ASSESSMENT SERVICES

SOLICITATION NO. NC24-025
ELECTRONIC BIDS RE-

CEIVED UNTIL  AUGUST 28,
2024 BY  10:00 AM

For detailed information regard-
ing  the  due  date  and  require-
ments  for  this  solicitation,
please visit the Nassau County
website  at  https://pbsystem.-
planetbids.com/portal/49083/po
rtal-home.  Solicitation informa-
tion and documents can be ob-
tained  free-of-charge  via  the
Countys vendor portal. 
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
JOHN MARTIN
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
FNL 2T 07-31-2024
#826264

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
REQUEST FOR 

QUALIFICATIONS
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites sealed proposals
for:
DESIGN SERVICES FOR CR-
121 FROM CR-119 TO US-1

SOLICITATION NO. NC24-023
ELECTRONIC BIDS 

RECEIVED UNTIL  AUGUST
28, 2024 BY 10:00 AM

For detailed information regard-
ing  the  due  date  and  require-
ments  for  this  solicitation,
please visit the Nassau County
website  at  https://pbsystem.-
planetbids.com/portal/49083/po
rtal-home.  Solicitation  informa-
tion and documents can be ob-
tained  free-of-charge  via  the
Countys vendor portal.
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
JOHN MARTIN
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
1T 07-31-2024
#826263

SUSAN DODGE
For the News-Leader

The Amelia Island Dance 
Festival is raising the bar again, 
raising the curtain on seven 
performances and over 30 work -
shops Sept. 5, 6, 7 and 8.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
both returning and new per -
formers to our sixth season,” 
said Artistic Director, Susan 
Dodge, of the Amelia Island 
Dance Festival. “This year’s 
festival promises to be a capti -
vating celebration of the art of 
dance, showcasing the incredible 
talent and diversity within our 
community and beyond, with a 
rich variety of dance styles and 
performers.” 

The lineup includes John 
Manzari and the Atlanta Dance 
Connection, who have built a 
strong local following through 
their recent solo appearances 
on the island. Also returning 
to the festival are our audi -
ence favorites East by North 
Dance Theatre, Kilowatt Dance 
Theatre and Carlos Garland.  In 
addition to professional guest 
artists, this year’s program will 

include spotlights on youth, local 
artists and emerging talents. 
Audiences will experience a 
wide range of dance styles, from 
contemporary to hip-hop to clas -
sical ballet and beyond. 

As the visionary creator of 
modern American dance Alvin 
Ailey said, “Dance came from 
the people and should always be 
delivered back to the people.” 

With a mission to bring move -
ment and dance to everyone, the 
festival is not just about perfor -
mances, but also about commu -
nity engagement. It will expand 
Saturday offerings with free 
workshops for the public, includ -
ing vendors and food trucks in 

Central Park, creating a vibrant 
and inclusive atmosphere.

This exciting addition will 
provide a festive and communi -
ty-driven atmosphere. From 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sept. 7, attend -
ees will explore the art of dance 
while enjoying local cuisine 
and browsing vendor offerings. 
Additional workshops will take 
place at the Amelia Community 
Theatre. 

For more information on the 
festival’s schedule, ticket sales 
and details, including ticket 
prices starting at $25 to $50, 
visit the official website at www.
ameliaislanddancefestival.org 

The Amelia Island Dance 
Festival isn’t just an event, it’s a 
celebration of dance, unity and 
artistic expression. Established 
in 2019, it has quickly become a 
beloved cultural hot spot, draw -
ing dance enthusiasts from far 
and wide. Join us as we continue 
our mission to spread the love 
for dance and elevate it as an art 
form through captivating per -
formances, dynamic workshops, 
vibrant community engagement, 
and the opportunity to connect 
with fellow dance lovers. 

Join the dance revolution: Amelia Island 
Dance Festival returns this September

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AC DEMARCO 

John Lehrer Dance Company 

JACK HEEREN

Outdoor Workshop with Honkytonk 
Hammerheads 

Workshop taught by  Roberto Forleo and Music Accompanist Mal 
Stein

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MALIQUE PYE 

 Workshop taught by Carlos Carland 

Festival Poster 2024; Visual Artists, Leilani Leo

PHOTOGRAPHY BY KATHERINE RICHARDSON

Jacksonville Dance Theatre 
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R
ecently, in the wee 
hours of the morning, I 
was snoozing soundly. 
In the midst of a lovely 

dream about Bergdorf Goodman, 
the dings of a text message 
notification stirred me from my 
sublime slumber. The dozing me 
wrongly assumed my alarm was 
disrupting my dreamy shopping 
spree, beckoning me back to the 
land of the living.

When I realized the rise and 
shine was premature, I was ini-
tially relieved, and then peeved. 
My first thought pertained to 
my ardent desire to will myself 
back to Bergdorf’s. My second 
thought had something to do 
with the doctrine that mannerly 
contact is restricted to the 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. window. (Apparently, 
the window has expanded, and 
my charm school education is 
officially antiquated.) Of course, 
the only person deserving of my 

drowsy vexation 
was Moi, since for 
some silly reason, 
I rarely silence my 
phone at night.

A few hours 
later, post-caf-
feine, and fully 
lucid, I returned 
to the text mes-
sage. Dispatched 
by an acquain-
tance, it included 
a link to a video 
on social media. 

Unfortunately, the content was 
not to my liking, and bordered 
on being offensive. As everyone 
in my life knows, I’m completely 
disinterested in social media, 
and I avoid it like the plague. 
And judgmental commentary 
with a directive bent is not my 
cup of tea. In fact, I suspect I’m 
seriously allergic.

Was there a chance the 

sender meant no harm? Maybe. 
Presumably, the individual 
thought the video was funny. 
I, on the other hand, was not 
amused. I find the premise that 
only one opinion is right, and 
all others are wrong to be disre-
spectful. I assume that people 
have always disagreed from the 
moment they began roaming the 
earth. It’s human nature, right? 

I imagine there was much 
debate in the Stone Age 
amongst cavemen with opposing 
views on fire-starting methods. 
Maybe when Benjamin Franklin 
invented bifocals in the Colonial 
Period, some gents objected aes-
thetically. In the 1950’s, when 
folks first began buying house-
hold TV’s, throngs were surely 
fearful of bringing something so 
revolutionary into their homes. 

In recent years, the shift in 
attitude on tolerance of distinct 
beliefs has been disheartening. 

I have long considered cultivat-
ing diversity of all kinds to be 
an opportunity. It’s exposure to 
new perspectives. It’s awareness 
of unique life experiences. It’s 
acceptance of people who are dif-
ferent from us. It’s an education 
in empathy. At the end of the 
day, don’t the bulk of us strive to 
be open-minded?

Perhaps I’ve been naïve, 
oblivious, or extremely fortu-
nate, but very few people in my 
life have promoted the notion 
that surrounding oneself with 
people who have different views 
is a bad thing. Criticizing some-
one else’s belief system is not 
comical. And the attitude that 
our convictions are the only true 
convictions is the epitome of 
hubris. 

We are all entitled to see the 
world through our own lenses. 
I have no right to object to 
the social media enthusiast’s 

opinion on the video. I may not 
understand the sender’s per-
spective. However, I wholeheart-
edly object to a desire to impose 
opinions on others. America is 
not a country that espouses a 
one-size-fits-all belief system. 
Philosophies come in a mul-
titude of different shapes and 
sizes, and as they say, variety is 
the spice of life.

Jennifer Silverman has 
served as a celebrity wardrobe 
stylist for hundreds of TV person-
alities and professional athletes. 
A couple of her favorite projects 
include the Olympic Games and 
the Oscars. Silverman and her 
Westie, Petunia, relocated from 
Manhattan to Amelia Island in 
2019. Additional quirky com-
mentary penned by Silverman 
is available by visiting www.
CuriousColumnist.com Email 
Silverman at Jennifer@
CuriousColumnist.com.

H
ave you ever 
wondered why it 
is so hard to say 
no? We all want 

to be positive and support-
ive, so we instinctively say 
yes when someone asks us 
to do something. When the 
phone rings or an email 
arrives asking a question 
that requires an answer, 
our first response is mostly 
yes. 

It seems easy to say yes 
when you get a request 
for some kind of help, a 
donation or to volunteer 
for some worthy cause or 
group you support. It is 
easy to say yes to a second 
dessert, more bread, or 
another glass of wine. It 
takes practice, but we can 
learn to say no. 

Big Guy has often 
commented that I should 
consider saying no when 
asked to get involved in 
yet another project. My 

weaknesses 
are many. If 
it involves 
the arts, our 
local history 
museum, 
animals, my 
pet therapy 
program, 
or anything 
involv-
ing kids, I 
am there. 
Volunteers 

are the heart of many of 
our community nonprofits.

An article by a life-
style expert advises that 
everyone should make a 
Yes List. Determining the 
things on your Yes List 
allows you to say no if the 
request does not fit into 
your Yes List. Focusing 
on the things we care the 
most about makes sense. 

This doesn’t mean you 
should say no to volunteer-
ing or donation requests 

but rather decide how best 
to use your time, energy, 
and talent. Saying no 
to something that takes 
timeout of your schedule 
may free up more time 
to contribute more sig-
nificantly to something 
you really care about and 
where you can make a dif-
ference.

Saying no is not a new 
idea. “Just Say No” was 
a successful advertising 
campaign in the 1980s 
and early 1990s as part 
of the war on drugs. The 
campaign offered children 
various ways of saying no. 
The slogan was created 
and championed by Nancy 
Reagan. It might be a good 
idea to bring “Just Say No” 
back and promote it to the 
latest generation.

If we are brave enough 
to say no, don’t feel com-
pelled to have a reason for 
your no. Many of us find 

ourselves creating elabo-
rate versions of the “my 
dog ate my homework” 
excuses. Haven’t we all 
been guilty of phantom 
house guests and feigned 
illnesses? 

So before you respond 
to another request, consid-
er your Yes List and con-
sider saying no. Say yes to 
things that bring you joy 
and satisfaction, not what 
others might expect. Don’t 
let guilt push you in the 
wrong direction.

Big Guy gave me 
“the look” the other day. 
Overhearing a phone con-
versation, he perceived 
that I was becoming 
entangled in yet another 
commitment. When I hung 
up he asked:

“Do you ever say no?”
 “No,” I answered. 

Guess there is more work 
to do.

A dreamland disruption: variety is the spice of life

THE 
CURIOUS 

COLUMNIST

Jennifer
 Silverman

SKETCHES

Dickie
 Anderson

Hard to say no to new projects

DEERTRACKS
Your ONE CALL FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY is HIRING. Your ONE CALL FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY is HIRING. 

Apply in person weekdays 7 to 4.  24/7emergency  Apply in person weekdays 7 to 4.  24/7emergency 
service, repair, re-pipe, r emodel, water heaters, water softeners  service, repair, re-pipe, remodel, water heaters, water softeners 
and pumps or new construction for r esidential, commer cial or  and pumps or new construction for residential, commercial or 

industrial needs. 904-277-394.  Like us on Facebook.  industrial needs. 904-277-394.  Like us on Facebook. 
Take Care Kid.Take Care Kid.

277-3942  
FL CFC 057478–CFC 1428035

474390 E. S.R. 200 
Fernandina Beach, FL 
32034

Support your local businesses. V isit us. God Bless!Support your local businesses. Visit us. God Bless!
DEERWALK

Schools starting in August and we have no applicants for our Schools starting in August and we have no applicants for our 
Dylan McCormick Memorial Scholarship. It is open to any Dylan McCormick Memorial Scholarship. It is open to any 

Nassau County High School or GED graduate. Nassau County High School or GED graduate. 
Email seahunterred@outlook.com. This is applicable to any Email seahunterred@outlook.com. This is applicable to any 

�J�V�S�S�L�N�L���V�Y���[�Y�H�K�L���Z�J�O�V�V�S�����*�V�T�L���I� �̀�� �̀V�\�Y���J�V�H�L�L���P�Z���V�U���J�V�S�S�L�N�L���V�Y���[�Y�H�K�L���Z�J�O�V�V�S�����*�V�T�L���I�`���`�V�\�Y���J�V�H�L�L���P�Z���V�U��



 

pregnancy tests and limited, non-diagnostic ultrasounds (upon 
evaluation). Donations may be taken to 541841 US Highway 
1, Callahan, FL 32011 (904-628-0365), or CJ Bass Plumbing, 
924 TJ Courson Road, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 (904-838-
9935).

StoryTime with Ms. Dearsha 
Kids ages 3-6 will get hooked on books when they come to 
StoryTime with Ms. Dearsha every Saturday morning at 10:30 
�D���P�����7�K�H�\�·�O�O���O�L�V�W�H�Q���W�R���D���V�W�R�U�\�����W�K�H�Q���G�R���D���F�U�D�I�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����$�O�O���D�U�H���Z�H�O-
�F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�L�V���I�U�H�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���D�W���6�W�R�U�\���	���6�R�Q�J���%�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H���%�L�V�W�U�R��������������
�3�D�U�N���$�Y�H�����L�Q���)�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�L�Q�D���%�H�D�F�K��

NAMI Neighborhood Book Club 
�7�K�H���1�$�0�,���1�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G���%�R�R�N���&�O�X�E���P�H�H�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G��
�0�R�Q�G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K���I�U�R�P���������D���P�����W�R���Q�R�R�Q���D�W���6�W�R�U�\���	���6�R�Q�J��
�%�R�R�N�V�W�R�U�H���������������3�D�U�N���$�Y�H�����L�Q���)�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�L�Q�D���%�H�D�F�K�����)�R�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D-
tion, visit www.NamiNassauFlorida.org or email Nancy.bell@
�Q�D�P�L�Q�D�V�V�X�I�O�R�U�L�G�D���R�U�J����

NAMI Nassau County support groups
�1�$�0�,���1�D�V�V�D�X���&�R�X�Q�W�\���R�I�I�H�U�V���I�U�H�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K��
�P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�R�V�H��
�Z�L�W�K���V�X�F�K���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�V���D�U�H��
�K�H�O�G���R�Q���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���7�X�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K���I�U�R�P�������������W�R�������S���P�����D�W��
�$�O�D�F�K�X�D���&�O�X�E�����������1�����7�K�L�U�G���6�W�����L�Q���)�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�L�Q�D���%�H�D�F�K�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��
�:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���I�U�R�P���Q�R�R�Q���W�R�������������S���P�����D�W���W�K�H���+�L�O�O�L�D�U�G���3�X�E�O�L�F���/�L�E�U�D�U�\����
�������������&���5���������������3�H�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�V�����I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K���P�H�Q�W�D�O��
�K�H�D�O�W�K���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����D�U�H���K�H�O�G���H�Y�H�U�\���)�U�L�G�D�\���I�U�R�P���������D���P�����W�R��������������
�S���P�����D�W���W�K�H���1�D�V�V�D�X���&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�Q���$�J�L�Q�J���������������,�V�O�D�Q�G���:�D�O�N��
Way in Fernandina Beach.
�)�R�U���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����H�P�D�L�O���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�#�Q�D�P�L�Q�D�V�V�D�X�I�O�R�U�L�G�D���R�U�J����
�Y�L�V�L�W���Z�Z�Z���Q�D�P�L�Q�D�V�V�D�X�I�O�R�U�L�G�D���R�U�J���R�U���F�D�O�O���W�K�H���K�H�O�S���O�L�Q�H���D�W������������������
1886.

Amelia Island Duplicate Bridge Club
�7�K�H���$�P�H�O�L�D���,�V�O�D�Q�G���'�X�S�O�L�F�D�W�H���%�U�L�G�J�H���&�O�X�E���P�H�H�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���1�D�V�V�D�X��
�&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�Q���$�J�L�Q�J���������������,�V�O�D�Q�G���:�D�O�N���:�D�\���R�Q���$�P�H�O�L�D��
�,�V�O�D�Q�G�����0�R�Q�G�D�\�V�����:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�V���H�Y�H�U�\���Z�H�H�N��
beginning at 1 p.m. 
�7�K�H���J�D�P�H�V���D�U�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W���%�U�L�G�J�H���/�H�D�J�X�H���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G����
�$�O�O���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���D�U�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�����&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���%�H�Q���'�L�F�N�H�Q�V�����F�O�X�E���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�����D�W��
inquiry@bridg.ebase.com or bboinquiry@gmail.com.

Callahan Lions Club hosts monthly meetings
�7�K�H���&�D�O�O�D�K�D�Q���/�L�R�Q�V���&�O�X�E���K�R�V�W�V���D���P�R�Q�W�K�O�\���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�W������
�S���P�����R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���7�X�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���P�R�Q�W�K�����7�K�H���F�O�X�E���P�H�H�W�V���D�W��
543514 U.S. Highway 1 in Callahan.
�7�K�H���F�O�X�E���L�V���D���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���Z�K�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�U�H�H���H�\�H���H�[�D�P�V����
�H�\�H�J�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���D�L�G�V���I�R�U���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���T�X�D�O�L�I�\�����)�R�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D-
�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�����������������������������R�U���L�Q�I�R�#�F�D�O�O�D�K�D�Q�O�L�R�Q�V���R�U�J��

Substance abuse support group meets
�$���Q�H�Z���S�D�U�H�Q�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���J�U�R�X�S�����3�D�U�H�Q�W�V���R�I���$�G�G�L�F�W�H�G���/�R�Y�H�G���2�Q�H�V��
���3�$�/�������P�H�H�W�V���H�Y�H�U�\���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���D�W���1�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���%�D�S�W�L�V�W��
�$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�������������������8���6�����+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���������L�Q���<�X�O�H�H��
�7�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���P�H�H�W�V���Z�H�H�N�O�\���I�R�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���D�G�X�O�W���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
dealing with substance addiction and peer-to-peer support. 
�3�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���������R�U���R�O�G�H�U�����)�R�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��
�/�D�W�D�V�K�L�D���'�D�Y�L�V���D�W�����������������������������R�U���Y�L�V�L�W���S�D�O�J�U�R�X�S���R�U�J��

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 54
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�H�J�L�R�Q���$�X�[�L�O�L�D�U�\���8�Q�L�W���������5�R�D�G�N�L�O�O���%�L�Q�J�R���H�Y�H�U�\��
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Legion canteen, 626 S. Third St. 
in Fernandina Beach. 
�,�W�·�V���D���I�X�Q���Y�D�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���E�L�Q�J�R���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�L�]�H�V���E�H�L�Q�J���P�H�D�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V����
�(�D�F�K���F�D�U�G���L�V���������I�R�U���������U�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���S�O�D�\�����%�U�L�Q�J���D���Q�R�Q���S�H�U�L�V�K�D�E�O�H��
�I�R�R�G���L�W�H�P���I�R�U���7�K�H���6�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���$�U�P�\���+�R�S�H���+�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���J�H�W���D���I�U�H�H��
card. 
�)�R�R�G���L�V���D�O�V�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���D���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����)�R�U���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����F�R�Q-
�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���/�H�J�L�R�Q���D�W����������������������������

Parenting support group
Parenting Support Group with Nassau County and Healthy Start 
every third Friday at 1 p.m. at 1620 Nectarine St. in Fernandina 
�%�H�D�F�K���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\���I�L�U�V�W���)�U�L�G�D�\���D�W�������S���P�����D�W���������������1�����0�L�F�N�O�H�U���6�W�����L�Q��
�&�D�O�O�D�K�D�Q�����0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���R�S�H�Q���D�Q�G���I�U�H�H���W�R���D�Q�\�R�Q�H�����7�R�S�L�F�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
�V�W�U�H�V�V���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����V�H�O�I���F�D�U�H���D�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���S�L�F�N�\���H�D�W-
�H�U�V�����I�D�P�L�O�\���\�R�J�D�����D�U�W���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H�����&�D�O�O�����������������������������R�U��
�H�P�D�L�O���-�D�P�H�V�K�D���0�R�P�H�Q�W�#�I�O�K�H�D�O�W�K���J�R�Y��
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• We support non-profit
 arts organizations. 
• Provide art grants for 

residents of Nassau County.
• Visit us online for
 more information.www.artsandculturenassau.com

NL/PSA

SUDOKU SOL. 7.26

ACROSS
1. Barbed comments
5. Astern
8. Newspaper piece
12. Light beige
13. Old wound
14. Palate lobe
15. Reposed
16. Needle case
�)�/�&���C�Y�l�e�Y�f�\�m���k���d�Y�f�\
18. *Natural electrical discharge
20. Fiber source
21. Madison Square Garden, e.g.
22. Anatomical pouch
23. *Like air from north of Canada
26. Same as boric
30. Slang for million dollars
31. Mother-of-pearl, pl.
34. Of a particular kind
35. Exclude or omit
37. Not safe
38. Parallel grooves
39. Campbell of “Scream” fame
40. Morally degraded
�,�*�&���D�l�&���k���k�m�Z�g�j�\�a�f�Y�l�]
�,�+�&���O�]�]�\���Y�&�c�&�Y�&���\�q�]�j���k���o�g�Y�\
45. Nervous (2 words)
47. Rubber substitute, acr.
48. Broom of twigs
50. Wild plum
52. *Short-lived whirlwind (2 words)
�-�.�&���H�`�a�d�a�h���J�g�l�`���k���
�L�`�]���@�m�e�Y�f��

____”
57. Additional
�-�0�&���<�j�a�n�]�j���k���k�h�Y�j�]
59. Church songs
60. Biology lab supply
�.�)�&���H�Y�[���E�Y�f���k���Z�d�m�]���_�`�g�k�l
�.�*�&���"�@���a�f���@�A
63. Slightly insane
64. ____pool or ____pit

DOWN
1. Come together
2. Smoothie bowl flavor
�+�&���L�o�g�%�e�Y�k�l�]�\���k�Y�a�d�a�f�_���n�]�k�k�]�d
4. Broad-brimmed beachwear
5. ____ ____ a play
�.�&���>�d�g�j�Y���k���h�Y�j�l�f�]�j
�/�&���@�&�K�&���e�Y�l�`���[�d�Y�k�k
8. *Not sunny
9. Between larva and adult
10. Enthusiasm
11. Split lentils dish
13. R�g�e�Y�f���k�l�Y�l�]�k�e�Y�f�$���F�]�j�g���k���Y�\�n�asor
14. Open up
�)�1�&���L�`�j�]�]
22. “Send help!” acronym
23. Make change
�*�,�&���
�A�f�k�a�\�]���G�m�l���*�����e�Y�a�f���[�`�Y�j�Y�[�l�]�j
25. Actor Owen
26. Between Phi and Kappa
27. Like some sausages
28. Cake cover
29. *What storm pursuers do
�+�*�&���"���W�W�W�W���Y�k���A�[�]�����Z�q���>�g�j�]�a�_�f�]�j
33. Feel regret
36. *Condensation-starting point 

(2 words)
38. Church assembly
40. Stock regulator, acr.
�,�)�&���@�]�j�h�]�k���W�W�W�W�$���Y�&�c�&�Y�&���k�`�a�f�_�d�]�k
44. Not odds
46. Nauseant
48. Battle of the ____, 1944-

1945 German offensive
49. Literary composition
50. Eyelid affliction
�-�)�&���L�a�Z�]�l�Y�f���e�g�f�c
52. Like Beethoven
53. Climbing plant
�-�,�&���A�j�j�a�l�Y�l�]�k
55. Grazing lands
56. “Zip it!”

WEATHER 101

© StatePoint Media

PUZZLE SOL. 7.26

PUZZLES

UPDATE Continued from 2A
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Animal Services
Nassau County Animal Services is 

responsible for animal care and control 
for Nassau County, almost 700 square 
miles. Our mission is to promote and 
protect public safety and animal care 
through sheltering, adoption programs, 
education and animal law enforce -
ment. To see our available pets, and 
complete an online adoption application, 
follow us on Facebook and visit our web -
site.

Baskin is such a sweet kitty, just 
waiting to find her forever home. At 

only three years old, 
she boasts a stunning 
gray and white medi -
um coat that’s incred -
ibly soft and fluffy, 
making her the per -
fect cuddle compan-
ion. Baskin thrives on 
affection and adores 
receiving gentle head 
and chin scratches, 

always purring in contentment. Her 
laid-back personality makes her an ideal 
addition to any family, bringing warmth 
and love into your home. Don’t miss out 
on the chance to welcome this sweet girl 
into your life. Meet Baskin today and 
discover the joy she can bring.

Sir Waggington would make a great 
addition to any family. He loves giving 
kisses to everyone he meets, especially 
children. He also does well with other 
dogs. This sweet pup is only about a year 

and a half old and 
wants to spend the 
rest of his life with his 
new family. Meet Sir 
Waggington today.

Kitten season is 
here, and we need fos-
ter homes for kittens. 
Some can eat kitten 
chow but need a few 

more weeks before we can offer them up 
for adoption. Some are tiny but still have 
a mom; some are orphaned and must 
be bottle-fed. If you can open your heart 
and your home for a few weeks, we will 
provide everything you need to care for 
these little fur monsters. You provide the 
space and the love.

We also have cats and kittens avail -
able for adoption at Petco in Yulee, Petco 
on Atlantic Boulevard in Jacksonville, 
Tractor Supply Company in Yulee and 
PetSmart in River City in Jacksonville. 
Our feline adoption fees are $25 for kit -
tens and $9 for adult cats. Our adoption 
fee includes spay/neuter surgery, rabies 

vaccination, FVRCP combo vaccination, 
parvovirus combo vaccination, testing for 
feline leukemia and feline immunodefi -
ciency virus (FIV) and an ID microchip 
($250 value).

Nassau County Animal Services is 
located at 86078 License Road in down -
town Yulee, near Target, Home Depot 
and Petco. Visiting hours are Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Wednesday from 1-6 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 904-530-6150.

Humane Society
We are currently seeking a foster 

home for our sweet Permenia. She’s 
about 3 1/2 years old, and sadly we 
believe she has never known life outside 
a shelter.  She needs a foster to show 
her what it’s like to live in a home. 
Building trust with her will require 
patience, time, and plenty of treats, 
but once she opens up to you, she will 
be your loyal and adoring companion. 
Ideally, Permenia would thrive in a pet- 
and child-free environment. She needs a 
loving home where she can go for walks, 

relax on a bench, and 
receive lots of petting 
and belly rubs. She 
enjoys treats, accepts 
them gently, and 
knows how to sit for 
them.  She’s medium-
sized, with a fawn 
and white coat. If you 
have it in your heart 
to give this sweet 

girl a chance, please call us or visit our 
Adoption Center and meet Permenia in 
person. It’s your chance to open a whole 
new world for a most deserving dog.

Just look at those magical emerald-
hued eyes... perfect for a cat named 

Magic. She’s a 
Domestic Shorthair 
mix, about 2 years 
old  and medium-
sized. She has a lovely 
gray and black tux -
edo-style coat.  Our 
volunteers say she’s 
super-friendly with 
people, so please 
come on over and get 
acquainted! She’s 

spayed, microchipped and up to date on 
her shots, and ready to go home with 
you. You’ll love adding Magic to your 
life!

Our Adoption Center is at 639 

Airport Road in Fernandina Beach. 
To get there, take the Amelia Island 
Parkway and turn onto Airport Road 
at the airport entrance sign. You’ll 
see our sign for the Adoption Center 
and Dog Park a short distance beyond 
the airport terminal, on the right. 
We’re open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Thursdays, 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Fridays,  and 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays, closed 
Mondays and holidays.  Pet showings 
end a half-hour before closing. You 
can call us at 904-321-1647,  email us 
at info@nassauhumane.org and fol -
low us on Facebook, where we also 
post pictures of lost pets who have 

come in as strays. 
Check out our adopt -
able pets anytime 
at NassauHumane.
org

  

Cats Angels
Unfortunately, Gin 

Gin was returned to 
Cats Angels. She did 
not like the 1-year-old 
toddler in the house. 

Gin Gin would do very well in a home 
with adults.  

Gin Gin came in from an overcrowded 
rescue. She is a beautiful ginger and 
white female that is about two years 
old. Gin Gin is friendly and a sweet girl. 
She can be shy at first, but she quickly 
warms up. Stop by and meet Gin Gin in 
our adoption room.

Cats Angels is a volunteer-based 
organization since 2001 helping with 
low-cost spay/neuter services and with 
TNVR (Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return 
to Caregiver). We receive no local or 
federal government funding and operate 
solely on private donations, fundraising, 
grants and sales from our Thrift Store 
and your support is appreciated. If you 
want to know more about how to support 
or donate to Cats Angels, go to www.
catsangels.org and click on How To Help, 
where you will find many ways to lend a 
hand.

Recycle your aluminum and cat food 
cans at the bins in our parking lot at 709 
S. Eighth St. We graciously accept dona -
tions for cat care and resale items for our 
Thrift Store. Information about our spay/
neuter, TNVR and adoption programs is 
on our website. 

Cats Angels welcomes volunteers to 
help us care for the cats and as retail 
clerks in our Thrift Store. Our volunteer 
application is online. Thrift store hours 

are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. Follow us on Facebook.

PET PROJECTS
Volunteers neede d

If you’re interested in volunteering 
and you care about animals, the Nassau 
Humane Society in Fernandina Beach 
needs you. NHS depends on volunteers 

to help with many shel -
ter duties, including 
walking dogs, socializ -
ing cats, cleaning, main -
tenance, joining in adop -
tion events, office jobs 
and more. Fosters also 
serve a vital role, giving 
animals a temporary 
loving home for a vari -

ety of reasons. NHS provides everything 
you need to foster a pet, from food and 
cat litter to medications and dog crates. 
Even if you’d rather not work with 
shelter animals directly, you can help 
by volunteering at the NHS Dog Park 
or Second Chance/Closet resale stores. 
You’ll be helping NHS’s life-saving mis -
sion to rescue homeless animals and 
find them forever homes. Young adults 
between ages 12 and 15 must be accom-
panied by their legal guardian. For more 
information, contact NHS’s volunteer 
coordinator Angie Aragon at 904-321-
1647, ext. 104 or email volunteer@nas -
sauhumane.org.

Retail stores need 
help

The Nassau Humane Society’s resale 
shops, Second Chance and The Closet, 
always need volunteers and donors of 
gently used merchandise.

Make new friends and choose from 
helping in the front of the stores or behind 
the scenes. All profits from both stores 
benefit the Nassau Humane Society and 
its no-kill animal shelter on Airport Road 
in Fernandina Beach.

Second Chance is located at 1116 S. 
14th St. and The Closet is located at 1002 
S. 14th St. For information, call 904-321-
0022.

Donations Needed
Bring gently used items to donate to 

Second Chance resale store, 1002 S. 14th 
Street, to benefit the Nassau Humane 
Society’s programs. Free pickup is avail -
able by calling 904-321-0022.

PETS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

The News-Leader Service Directory Is Located Below

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Lost & Found
 Personals
 Public Notice
 Miscellaneous
EMPLOYMENT
 Help Wanted
 Business Opportunity

 Work Wanted
 Services
EDUCATION
 Schools & Instruction
 Tutoring
 Lessons/Classes
FARM & ANIMAL
 Equipment

 Livestock & Supplies
 Pets/Supplies
 Services
MERCHANDISE
 Garage Sales
 Articles for Sale
 Antiques-Collectibles
 Produce

 Appliances
 Home Furnishings
 Musical Instruments
 Auctions
 Wanted to Buy
 Free Items
 Miscellaneous

RECREATION
 Boats/Watercraft
 RVs/Campers/Trailers
REAL ESTATE
 Homes for Sale
 Condominiums
 Mobile Homes
 Ocean/Waterfront

 Lots & Land
 Farms & Acreage
 Commercial/Retail
 Investment Property
 Other Areas
 Wanted to Buy
RENTALS

Apartments

 Condominiums
 Homes
 Rooms
 Mobile Homes
 Vacation Rentals
 Office
 Commercial/Retail
 Roommate Wanted

 Wanted to Rent
TRANSPORTATION
 Automobiles
 SUVs
 Trucks
 Vans
 Motorcycles/ATV’s

 To Place An Ad, Call (904) 261-3696. The Classified Ad Deadline for Wednesdays is 3:00 p.m. Monday and for Fridays is 3:00 p.m. Wednesday

SERVICE DIRECTORY
NEED HELP? HIRE ME!

CONSTRUCTION ROOFING

Providing Quality Work and
Professional Service Since 1993

“Re-Roo�ng Is Our Specialty”

Roo�ng • Siding • Sof�t

261-2233
coastalroofs.com

Free Estimates

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

Advertise In The 
News-Leader Service Directory! 

Call 261-3696 and find out 
how to put your advertising 

dollars to work for you!

PUT US TO WORK
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���������������
��������������
��
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� ��	��
�
� ��������


����������������
������	�� ��������

PAINTINGHOME REPAIR

Painting, Pressure 
Washing, Flooring, 

Decking, Repairs, Yard 
Clean up and Removal 
RELIABLE & AFFORDABLE

904-200-4433

�F�9�:�=�J���K���@�G�E�=���J�=�H�9�A�J���D�D�;

Removal & 
Installation
$575 00  per pallet
Sod, Labor, Prep Work & Tax included.

Cash Price $550 
No fees up front 

7 DAYS A WEEK
FARM FRESH

SOD EVERY TIME
Call anytime

( 904 )  868-7602

SOD REPLACEMENT

7 DAYS A WEEK
FARM FRESH

SOD EVERY TIME

LICENSED AND INSURED

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Over 30 Years Experience
904-486-0503

www.ericsallamericancontructioninc.com

Call today for a FREE estimate!
Licensed and Insured

• Home Repairs • Home Improvements 
• Remodels • Room Conversions & 

Renovations • Sheds • Porches 
• Carpentry & Framing • Siding • Decks 

• Paint & Drywall • New Flooring

Locally Owned & Operated

Eric's All American Eric's All American 
Construction, Inc.Construction, Inc.

We are A+ Rated
with the BBB

m Conversions & 
ds • Porches 

g • Siding • Decks 

�� �� �� ���� ���������� ��
��������������

��� ����� � ������

� ����������

�� ��� � �
� �� �����
1303 Jasmine St., Suite 101   

Fernandina Beach, FL 

N
LP

\S
A

The food pantry 
needs donations of 

non-perishable food
items all year round.
For more information, 

Call: 261 -7000

WantedWanted
Human      Human      

t o  p r o v i d e  G o o d  H o m et o  p r o v i d e  G o o d  H o m e
Adopt a pet todayFNL _PSA
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITORA NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

TRACY MCCORMICK-
DISHMAN

Editor, Fernandina Beach 
News-Leader



 

M y name is Allan Reynolds and I 
am proudly seeking your vote 
to become your next Clerk 

of the Circuit Court and Comptroller. 
Currently, I am the Chief Financial 
Officer and Comptroller for the 
�G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���L�a�^�k�b�_�_���l���H�_�_�b�\�^���h�o�^�k�&
seeing all financial operations.

�B���Z�f���Z���e�b�_�^�&�e�h�g�`���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r��
resident, along with seven generations 
of my family. My Grandfather was 
the owner of Reynolds Oldsmobile 
on 8th Street from 1948 to 1988, 
before he retired and sold his business 
to Ron Anderson. I graduated from 
Fernandina Beach High School in 
1995. I attended University of North 
Florida where I graduated in 2000 with 
a Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Banking and Finance, and a Bachelor 
of Business Administration in Financial 
Services with a concentration in investments. After 
college, I obtained multiple professional licenses 
�k�^�e�Z�m�^�]���m�h���_�b�g�Z�g�\�b�Z�e���l�^�k�o�b�\�^�l���Z�g�]���p�h�k�d�^�]���Z�l���Z���_�b�g�Z�g�&
cial advisor and mortgage broker for over six years.

With a strong sense of loyalty and dedication to 
my home of Nassau County and a desire to work 
in the government sector, I have spent the last 17+ 
years in government finance and administration in 
the following positions:

�&���=�b�k�^�\�m�h�k���h�_���?�b�g�Z�g�\�^�%���<�a�b�^�_���?�b�g�Z�g�\�b�Z�e���H�_�_�b�\�^�k���Z�g�]��
�<�h�f�i�m�k�h�e�e�^�k���_�h�k���m�a�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���L�a�^�k�b�_�_���l���H�_�_�b�\�^�4

�&���<�a�b�^�_���=�^�i�n�m�r���M�Z�q���<�h�e�e�^�\�m�h�k���Z�g�]���?�b�g�Z�g�\�^���L�n�i�^�k�o�b�l�h�k��
�_�h�k���m�a�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���M�Z�q���<�h�e�e�^�\�m�h�k���l���H�_�_�b�\�^�4

�&���=�^�i�n�m�r���<�e�^�k�d���Z�g�]���;�n�]�`�^�m���Z�g�]���?�b�g�Z�g�\�b�Z�e���:�g�Z�e�r�l�m��
for the Nassau County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
�Z�g�]���<�h�f�i�m�k�h�e�e�^�k���b�g���m�a�^���\�h�f�i�e�b�Z�g�\�^���Z�g�]���Z�\�\�h�n�g�m�&
ability department analyzing the Board of County 
Commissioners budget and accounting procedures.

As a Certified Government Finance Officer with 
the Florida Government Finance Officers Association, 

I will bring the expertise necessary to 
discharge the oath and duties of the 
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Comptroller, whose office serves as 
the accountant and custodian of county 
funds. My experience in the Nassau 
�<�h�n�g�m�r���M�Z�q���<�h�e�e�^�\�m�h�k���l���h�_�_�b�\�^���i�k�^�i�Z�k�^�]��
me for understanding how your public 
funds are generated with a cycle of 
growth and collection that must be 
�i�e�Z�g�g�^�]���_�h�k���^�Z�\�a���_�b�l�\�Z�e���r�^�Z�k�'���F�r���^�q�i�^�&
�k�b�^�g�\�^���p�b�m�a���m�a�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���L�a�^�k�b�_�_���l��
Office prepared me for understanding 
the criminal and civil court filing and 
records processes, as well as all the 
financial experience outlined above. 
My experience with the Clerk of the 

Circuit Court and Comptroller prepared 
me to understand, execute, and attempt 
to revolutionize all other aspects of the 
office. In government service the old 

�Z�]�Z�`�^���Z�i�i�e�b�^�l�3���b�_���r�h�n���k�^���g�h�m���l�m�k�b�o�b�g�`���m�h���b�f�i�k�h�o�^�%���r�h�n���e�e��
end up going backwards.

I am proud to have endorsements from Sheriff 
Bill Leeper, Tax Collector John M. Drew, Property 
Appraiser Michael Hickox, Nassau County 
Firefighters Local 3101 and Fernandina Beach 
Firefighters Local 2836.

�I�e�^�Z�l�^���\�h�g�m�Z�\�m���f�^���i�^�k�l�h�g�Z�e�e�r���Z�m���Z�e�e�Z�g�9�Z�e�e�Z�g�k�^�r�g�&
olds.com if you would like to learn more about me, 
my qualifications, or additional information about the 
office of the Clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller. 

I would appreciate your support and your vote 
on August 20th to be your next certified, trusted, and 
experienced Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l��
invitation to answer questions.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^��
�l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^��
�G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'
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M ITCHELL KEITER
Seeking Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller

ALLAN REYNOLDS
Seeking Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLERCLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLERCLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLERCLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

I am honored to announce my candidacy 
for the position of Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and Comptroller and would 

greatly appreciate your consideration 
when voting Aug. 20.   

 I have had the privilege of serving 
�b�g���m�a�^���<�e�^�k�d���l���h�_�_�b�\�^���_�h�k���Z�e�f�h�l�m���*�2���r�^�Z�k�l��
(hired in Sept. 2005).  During my tenure, 
�B���o�^���a�^�e�]���m�a�^���i�h�l�b�m�b�h�g�l���h�_���<�a�b�^�_���=�^�i�n�m�r���h�_��
Information Technology and Chief Deputy 
of Compliance and Accountability.   

In 2017, I began serving as the 
Nassau County Clerk of the Circuit 
�<�h�n�k�m���Z�g�]���<�h�f�i�m�k�h�e�e�^�k���l���<�a�b�^�_���=�^�i�n�m�r���h�_��
Operations, where I help manage nearly 
�*�%�)�)�)���l�m�Z�m�n�m�h�k�r���k�^�l�i�h�g�l�b�[�b�e�b�m�b�^�l���Z�g�]���\�k�b�m�b�&
�\�Z�e���i�n�[�e�b�\���l�^�k�o�b�\�^�l���m�a�^���<�e�^�k�d���l���h�_�_�b�\�^���f�n�l�m��
provide, including financial administration 
and oversight, information management 
�Z�g�]���k�^�\�h�k�]�&�d�^�^�i�b�g�`���_�h�k���h�n�k���\�h�n�g�m�r���`�h�o�^�k�g�&
ment and judicial system.  

Under the leadership of retiring Clerk John A. Crawford, I learned 
�m�a�^���o�Z�e�n�^���!�Z�g�]���g�^�\�^�l�l�b�m�r�"���h�_���n�i�a�h�e�]�b�g�`���m�a�b�l���h�_�_�b�\�^���l���i�k�b�g�\�b�i�e�^�l�%���b�g�m�^�`�k�b�m�r�%��
transparency, and accountability for the citizens of Nassau County. I 
�n�g�]�^�k�l�m�Z�g�]���m�a�^���b�f�i�h�k�m�Z�g�\�^���h�_���\�k�^�Z�m�b�g�`���Z�g���^�g�o�b�k�h�g�f�^�g�m���h�_���h�i�^�g���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�&
cation and accessibility, where residents can easily access the information 
�Z�g�]���l�^�k�o�b�\�^�l���p�^���i�k�h�o�b�]�^�'���F�h�k�^�h�o�^�k�%���B���k�^�\�h�`�g�b�s�^���m�^�\�a�g�h�e�h�`�r���l���\�k�b�m�b�\�Z�e���k�h�e�^��
in modernizing our office and streamlining processes. That is why I am 
committed to implementing innovative solutions that enhance efficiency 
and reduce costs for all residents.   

As your next clerk, I pledge to work tirelessly to maintain the highest 
standards of professionalism and ethics you require from this office and 
lead each day by ensuring we carry out our mission statement: “We are 
public servants. Our every effort shall be dedicated to protecting and 
preserving the public trust.”  

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k��
questions.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�&
�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

904-614-1150; 
mlkeiter@live.com; 

www.VoteKeiter.com

904.753.1130;
hallanreynolds@gmail.com;

www.AllanReynolds.com

PROPERTY APPRAISERPROPERTY APPRAISER

Kevin Lilly has served as Chief Deputy, Nassau 
County Property Appraiser, for 12 years. 
During his tenure, he has earned the respect 

�h�_���m�a�^���l�m�Z�_�_���Z�g�]���a�b�l���\�h�e�e�^�Z�`�n�^�l���m�a�k�h�n�`�a���i�k�h�_�^�l�&
sionalism, honesty, and transparency. In this 
role, he has worked with Mike Hickox, Property 
Appraiser, to greatly enhance the customer service 
experience, while providing an equitable tax roll 
�b�g���\�h�f�i�e�b�Z�g�\�^���p�b�m�a���=�^�i�Z�k�m�f�^�g�m���h�_���K�^�o�^�g�n�^���l�m�Z�g�&
dards. His leadership has resulted in streamlined 
processes that have reduced taxpayer expense 
and increased operational efficiency.  

Kevin began his career over 30 years ago 
when he joined the Florida Department of 
�K�^�o�^�g�n�^���l���I�k�h�i�^�k�m�r���M�Z�q���=�b�o�b�l�b�h�g�%���p�a�^�k�^���a�^���p�h�k�d�^�]��
on tax roll compliance and oversight of all 67 

�\�h�n�g�m�r���I�k�h�i�^�k�m�r���:�i�i�k�Z�b�l�^�k���l���_�h�k���m�a�^���L�m�Z�m�^�'���M�a�b�l��
experience at the State level, combined with boots 
�h�g���m�a�^���`�k�h�n�g�]���p�h�k�d���b�g���m�a�^���I�k�h�i�^�k�m�r���:�i�i�k�Z�b�l�^�k���l��
office, gives him the unique knowledge and skillset 
to facilitate the critical services to Nassau County 
residents. 

Kevin and his wife Yolanda have been married 
for 28 years. Together they live in Fernandina 
Beach and have two children, Drake and Teal 
(FBHS Class of 2020 and 2023, respectively). 
Currently, both attend FSU. 

Education: Masters Degree in Economics 
�_�k�h�f���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���L�m�Z�m�^���N�g�b�o�^�k�l�b�m�r�4���;�Z�\�a�^�e�h�k�l���=�^�`�k�^�^��
�_�k�h�f���N�g�b�o�^�k�l�b�m�r���h�_���L�h�n�m�a���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z�4���:�\�\�k�^�]�b�m�^�]��
Senior Appraiser with the American Society of 
�:�i�i�k�Z�b�l�^�k�l�4���<�^�k�m�b�_�b�^�]���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���>�o�Z�e�n�Z�m�h�k���m�a�k�h�n�`�a���m�a�^��

Department of Revenue
Community Involvement and Accomplishments: 

Board Member of Nassau Economic Development 
�;�h�Z�k�]�4���;�h�Z�k�]���F�^�f�[�^�k���_�h�k���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���>�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g��
�?�h�n�g�]�Z�m�b�h�g�4���;�h�Z�k�]���F�^�f�[�^�k���h�_���E�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i��
�G�Z�l�l�Z�n���:�e�n�f�g�b�4���F�^�f�[�^�k���h�_���L�m�'���I�^�m�^�k���l���>�i�b�l�\�h�i�Z�e��
�<�a�n�k�\�a�4���?�h�k�f�^�k���;�h�Z�k�]���F�^�f�[�^�k���h�_���;�Z�[�^���K�n�m�a���E�b�m�m�e�^��
�E�^�Z�`�n�^�4���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���M�h�i���-�)���H�o�^�k���-�)�����!�+�)�+�,�"�4��
Leadership Nassau Graduate, Class of 2015

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&
�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m��
�Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r��
�m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

KEVIN LILLY
Property Appraiser

904.261.9015
beach261@bellsouth.net
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BILL LEEPER, REPUBLICAN, UNOPPOSED
Nassau County Sheriff

SHERIFFSHERIFF

The faith and confidence that the voters 
have had to elect me as Sheriff four times, 
the last two unopposed, is overwhelming 

and has truly been the highlight of my long 
�-�0�&�r�^�Z�k���e�Z�p���^�g�_�h�k�\�^�f�^�g�m���\�Z�k�^�^�k�'

As I start my 4th term on January 7, 2025, 
there will be a lot of challenges ahead with the 
rapid growth that our county is experiencing.  
Those challenges include staying ahead of this 
growth with additional personnel, resources, 
�n�i�&�m�h�&�]�Z�m�^���^�j�n�b�i�f�^�g�m���Z�g�]���m�^�\�a�g�h�e�h�`�r�%���Z�l���p�^�e�e��
as training to make sure we are providing our 
citizens with the best services possible.

�M�a�^���L�a�^�k�b�_�_���l���H�_�_�b�\�^���i�k�h�o�b�]�^�l���e�Z�p���^�g�_�h�k�\�^�&
ment services to Nassau County which consists 
of approximately 725 square miles of land 
and water.  There are three incorporated and 
over thirty unincorporated communities within 
Nassau County.  We also provide mutual 
aid throughout the State of Florida in times of 
emergencies and/or natural disasters. 

Nassau County serves as the gateway 
to Northeast Florida, has served as host to 
several U.S. Presidents and is the first and last 
line of defense in Northeast Florida.  Nassau 
County strategically sits between Kings Bay 
Naval Submarine Base, two miles to the 
Northeast, and Mayport Naval Station, 
ten miles to the Southeast.  Jacksonville 
International Airport is approximately six miles 
to the South.  There are two International 
�I�Z�i�^�k���F�b�e�e�l���!�K�Z�r�h�g�b�^�k�������P�^�l�m�&�K�h�\�d�"���Z�g�]���m�a�^��
Port of Fernandina, which services ships from 
around the world, situated on Amelia Island.  
There is a Regional Air Traffic Control Center 
located in the Northwestern part of the county 
�b�g���A�b�e�e�b�Z�k�]�'�����F�Z�c�h�k���k�h�Z�]�p�Z�r�l���b�g�\�e�n�]�^���B�&�2�.�%��
�L�K�&�:�*�:�%���N�L�&�*�0�%���N�L�&�*�%���Z�g�]���N�L�&�,�)�*�'�����K�Z�b�e���e�b�g�^�l��

of CSX and AMTRAK travel 
through Nassau County.  All 
of these are a concern for 
Homeland Security.

Nassau County is bordered 
by Jacksonville to the South 
and Georgia to the North, 
�p�a�b�\�a���\�k�^�Z�m�^�l���Z�]�]�b�m�b�h�g�Z�e���\�a�Z�e�&
lenges as individuals from other 
areas think they can come in 
to our county to commit crimes 
�Z�g�]���e�^�Z�o�^�'�����M�a�Z�m���l���p�a�r���p�^��
continue to work closely with 
other agencies, local, state, and federal to 
make sure those criminals are caught and held 
accountable. 

Making the most of technology to maintain 
low crime, meeting the needs of the community 
and keeping up with growth are among the 
�e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f���i�k�b�h�k�b�m�b�^�l�'�����I�^�k�a�Z�i�l���f�h�l�m���l�b�`�g�b�_�b�\�Z�g�m�e�r�%��
deputies will continue to balance being tough 
�h�g���\�k�b�f�b�g�Z�e�l���p�a�b�e�^���f�Z�b�g�m�Z�b�g�b�g�`���Z���l�m�k�h�g�`���i�a�b�e�h�l�&
ophy of partnering with the community.  Law 
enforcement agencies can do both — be tough 
�h�g���\�k�b�f�^���p�a�b�e�^���[�^�b�g�`���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���l�^�k�o�b�\�^���h�k�b�^�g�m�&
ed.  Our community wants us to be both, and 
I believe we are among the best at it.  We are 
a leader in law enforcement professionalism, 
�p�^���Z�k�^���_�h�k�p�Z�k�]�&�m�a�b�g�d�b�g�`�%���Z�g�]���p�^���Z�k�^���f�Z�d�b�g�`���Z��
difference.

�:�f�h�g�`���m�a�^���e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f���`�h�Z�e�l���b�l���b�f�i�e�^�f�^�g�m�b�g�`��
multiple technological advancements.  The 
agency is currently developing a Realtime 
Crime Center, or R.C.C.  The R.C.C. will help 
reduce crime by having our crime analysts 
utilizing the latest technology and providing 
�k�^�Z�e�&�m�b�f�^���b�g�_�h�k�f�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���_�b�^�e�]���n�g�b�m�l���Z�[�h�n�m��
potential suspects or known felony offenders 

in an area where a crime may 
have just occurred.  It will also 
�l�n�i�i�h�k�m���e�Z�k�`�^�&�l�\�Z�e�^���b�g�\�b�]�^�g�m��
management teams when we 
have wildfires, hurricanes or 
significant incidents in which 
many deputies are needed.  
As we build out the Nassau 
County Public Safety Training 
Complex, this will allow us to 
provide enhanced training to 
our personnel, as well as train 
with other agencies.  It also 

allows for better regional training for natural 
disasters, active shooters and other threats.

�P�a�^�g���b�m���\�h�f�^�l���m�h���m�a�^���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���l���r�h�n�g�`��
�i�^�h�i�e�^�%���]�^�i�n�m�b�^�l���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���f�^�g�m�h�k���l�m�n�&
dents, and the agency will continue to partner 
�p�b�m�a���h�k�`�Z�g�b�s�Z�m�b�h�g�l���m�a�Z�m���a�^�e�i���d�^�^�i���Z�m�&�k�b�l�d���l�m�n�&
dents safe and on the right path.  NCSO also 
works closely with organizations that address 
�m�a�^���g�^�^�]�l���h�_���Z�m�&�k�b�l�d���r�h�n�g�`���\�a�b�e�]�k�^�g�'�������B���_�b�k�f�e�r��
believe that an investment in our young people 
in all areas of our county is an investment in 
�h�n�k���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���l���_�n�m�n�k�^�'

Keeping crime low also ranks high on the 
priority list.  Nassau County is one of the safest 
�\�h�n�g�m�b�^�l���b�g���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���Z�g�]���m�a�^���\�h�n�g�m�r���l���\�k�b�f�^���k�Z�m�^��
has gone down over the past 12 years in spite 
of the increase in population and tourism.  This 
is due to the proactive hard work of the men 
and women of NCSO, as well as working 
with and educating our citizens and business 
owners on ways to reduce crime opportunities.  
However, it will become increasingly difficult 
to keep our crime rate low in the future unless 
we stay ahead of the rapid growth our county 
is experiencing.  For example, last year our 

calls for service increased 24 percent over the 
previous year and is expected to continue to 
rise.

Many property crimes could be reduced 
if individuals would simply lock their vehicle 
and house doors.  Many criminals break into 
unlocked doors and steal whatever they can 
�[�^�\�Z�n�l�^���b�m���l���Z���\�k�b�f�^���h�_���h�i�i�h�k�m�n�g�b�m�r�'�����M�a�h�l�^��
who sell illegal drugs in our community need 
to be in jail.  Those who are addicted to drugs 
need help to get them off their dependency.  
We provide many programs within the Nassau 
County Jail to help those who need help and 
�p�Z�g�m���a�^�e�i�'�����H�n�k���`�h�Z�e���b�l���m�h���`�^�m���m�a�^�f���m�h���[�^���i�k�h�&
ductive members of society and stay out of the 
criminal justice system.

�P�^���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���b�g�\�k�^�Z�l�^���h�n�k���\�h�f�f�n�&
nity outreach through a variety of programs 
to ensure we are engaging our citizens on a 
�i�h�l�b�m�b�o�^���e�^�o�^�e�'�����P�^���\�Z�g���m���[�^���^�_�_�^�\�m�b�o�^���p�b�m�a�h�n�m��
�h�n�k���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���l���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�'�����B�m���b�l���b�f�i�^�k�Z�m�b�o�^���m�a�Z�m��
we all work together to make sure we have 
a community where it is safe to live, work, 
�i�e�Z�r���Z�g�]���k�Z�b�l�^���Z���_�Z�f�b�e�r�'�����B�_���r�h�n���l�^�^���l�h�f�^�&
thing suspicious, say something and call law 
enforcement.  We have plenty of professional, 
competent and experienced individuals who 
care deeply about our community and are 
ready, willing, and able to step up to the task 
and keep our county as safe as possible.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&
�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^��
�g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k��
�Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

904.753.0493; 
billleeper41@yahoo.com

www.nassauso.com/about-ncso/administration/sheriff
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Stan Bethea Announces 
Candidacy for Nassau 
County Supervisor of 

Elections
“The Supervisor of 

Elections should be focused 
on running fair, accurate, 
and transparent elections, 
not on gaining political 
ground or using the position 
for power.”

�&�L�m�Z�g���;�^�m�a�^�Z
Callahan resident and 

Nassau County native, 
Stan Bethea, has qualified 
to run for Nassau County 
Supervisor of Elections 
in the August 20 Primary 
Election. Stan seeks the 
position to serve voters and 
manage fair and accurate elections in his 
home county.

For 18 years, he worked as Director 
of Information Technology and Chief 
Elections Officer at the Duval County 
Supervisor of Elections office, where he 
�l�^�k�o�^�]���h�o�^�k���/�.�)�%�)�)�)���o�h�m�^�k�l�'���L�m�Z�g���]�^�e�b�o�&
ered 50 successful elections, five of which 
were gubernatorial, and four of which 
were presidential.

�
�K�n�g�g�b�g�`���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g�l���b�l�g���m���l�h�f�^�m�a�b�g�`���r�h�n��
learn overnight or even after a year or 
two. I was in the industry 18 years, and 
I was continually learning,” Stan said. 
�
�?�k�h�f���m�a�^���l�m�Z�m�n�m�^�l���Z�g�]���k�n�e�^�l���m�h���[�^�l�m���i�k�Z�\�&
�m�b�\�^�l���Z�g�]���l�^�\�n�k�b�m�r�%���m�a�^�k�^���p�Z�l���Z�e�p�Z�r�l���l�h�f�^�&
thing to learn,” he added.

�P�b�m�a���Z���[�Z�\�a�^�e�h�k���l���]�^�`�k�^�^���_�k�h�f���m�a�^��
University of North Florida in Information 
Systems, both national and state election 
�\�^�k�m�b�_�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g�l�%���Z�g�]���g�n�f�^�k�h�n�l���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g�&�l�i�^�&
�\�b�_�b�\���\�e�Z�l�l�^�l�%���L�m�Z�g���b�l���p�^�e�e�&�i�k�^�i�Z�k�^�]���m�h���k�n�g��
fair and accurate elections in Nassau 
County. 

“The elections process changed and 
progressed over my 18 years. Most of 
it is computerized now, from the voter 
registration system to ballot layout and 
�o�h�m�^���\�h�n�g�m�b�g�`�%�����L�m�Z�g���l�Z�b�]�'���
�B���a�Z�o�^���\�k�^�&
ated ballots, mailed ballots, processed 

ballots, tabulated ballots, 
set up Early Voting sites, 
configured tabulators, and 
sat across a window from 
the news media on Election 
Night as I tabulated results, 
and more.”

When asked what 
Nassau County voters 
should remember about him, 
Stan said, “Our right to vote 
is precious, and it should be 
protected. The Supervisor of 
Elections should be focused 
on running fair, accurate, 
and transparent elections, 
not on gaining political 
ground or using the position 
for power.”

Son of Billy and Thelma 
(Geiger) Bethea, Stan has deep roots in 
Nassau County, where he has lived his 
�p�a�h�e�^���e�b�_�^�'�����A�^���l���f�Z�k�k�b�^�]���m�h���m�a�^���_�h�k�f�^�k��
�G�Z�g�\�r���E�^�^���L�f�b�m�a���h�_���C�Z�\�d�l�h�g�o�b�e�e�^�'���M�a�^���\�h�n�&
ple has one daughter.

Stan and Nancy have visited many 
neighborhoods on foot and on their 
bicycles, spreading the word about his 
�\�Z�f�i�Z�b�`�g�'���
�B�m���l���[�^�^�g���Z���_�n�g���p�Z�r���m�h���f�^�^�m��
people and talk to our neighbors across 
�m�a�^���\�h�n�g�m�r�%�����L�m�Z�g���l�Z�b�]�'���
�P�^���o�^���]�^�_�b�g�b�m�^�e�r��
put in some sweat equity!”

�
�B���Z�f���Z�g���^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^�]���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g���i�k�h�&
fessional, not a politician seeking power 
for myself.  I would love the opportunity 
to bring my skills and expertise home to 
serve my neighbors, the voters of Nassau 
County,” he added.

�B�_���r�h�n���a�Z�o�^���Z���o�h�m�b�g�`�&�k�^�e�Z�m�^�]���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g��
�_�h�k���L�m�Z�g�%���h�k���b�_���r�h�n���p�h�n�e�]���e�b�d�^���f�h�k�^���b�g�_�h�k�&
mation, please visit www.StanBethea.com 
or email him at Stan4SoE@gmail.com.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&
�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^��
�g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k��
�Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

Janet Adkins, Nassau 
County Supervisor of 
Election announced that 

she is seeking a second term 
of office in the August 20th 
primary.  Janet Adkins has 
served as the incumbent 
Nassau County Supervisor 
of Elections since January 
2021.

 Janet Adkins is a resident 
of Fernandina Beach where 
she shares a home with her 
husband (Doug Adkins), 
their son Douglas (22) and 
two year old Aussie Doodle 
�!�@�k�Z�\�^�^�"�'���C�Z�g�^�m���b�l���Z���\�h�g�&
cealed weapons permit holder, 
enjoys travel, church, family 
events, painting, working in her 
green house at Hygge Farms and boating

 Janet is a graduate from the Trinity 
Christian Academy (Valedictorian), University 
�h�_���G�h�k�m�a���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���!�;�L���B�g�_�h�k�f�Z�m�b�h�g���L�\�b�^�g�\�^���&��
Magna Cum Laude), and Master of Business 
Administration.  Janet is a graduate from the 
prestigious Covey Leadership Institute and 
has also completed her National Election 
�K�^�`�b�l�m�k�Z�m�b�h�g���:�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�m�b�h�g���!�<�>�K�:�"���\�^�k�m�b�_�b�\�Z�&
tion.

 Janet Adkins has a long history of public 
service and work in the private sector.  Janet 
worked at Information Systems of Florida 
as a lead client partner taking on large IT 
projects, she spent four years working at 
the family businesses in Hilliard as the Chief 
�:�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�m�b�o�^���H�_�_�b�\�^���f�Z�g�Z�`�b�g�`���[�n�]�`�^�m�l�%���k�^�`�&
ulatory compliance.  She served for 10 years 
on the Nassau County School Board and 8 
years in the Florida House of Representatives.

 Janet Adkins was elected in 2020 to 
her first term as Nassau County Supervisor 
of Elections.  She was elected by her peers 
to serve as Chair of the Northeast Florida 
district of local Supervisors, she earned her 
�g�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���Z�\�\�k�^�]�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���Z�l���Z�g���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g���i�k�h�_�^�l�&
sional and has worked to modernize the local 
�L�H�>���H�_�_�b�\�^���Z�g�]���h�i�^�k�Z�m�b�h�g�l���p�b�m�a���g�^�p���m�^�\�a�&
nology to improve security, camera systems, 
new focus on recruitment of election workers 
and staff development as well as a mobile 
app for voters and a precinct management 
app for election workers.

 Janet has been focused on cleaning up 
the voter rolls and removing ineligible voters 
during her term of office. Her elections team 
has been recognized with a historic four 
national awards for innovation and new 
ideas.  Janet has returned over $1.5 million 

�[�Z�\�d���m�h���m�Z�q�i�Z�r�^�k�l���[�r���l�m�k�^�Z�f�&
�e�b�g�b�g�`���Z�g�]���h�m�a�^�k���p�h�k�d�_�e�h�p���^�_�_�b�&
�\�b�^�g�\�b�^�l�4���Z�g�]���l�a�^���a�Z�l���b�f�i�k�h�o�^�]��
�[�Z�e�e�h�m���l�^�\�n�k�b�m�r���p�b�m�a���Z���k�^�]�^�&
signed vote by mail envelope.

 “As I look forward to the 
�g�^�q�m���m�^�k�f�%���B���Z�f���^�Z�`�^�k���m�h���\�h�g�m�b�g�&
ue the work of this outstanding 
elections team and to continue 
to build public confidence and 
trust in our local elections.  I 
�a�Z�o�^���k�^�\�^�g�m�e�r���Z�]�]�^�]���Z���
�^�e�^�\�&
tion misinformation” button to 
our new website and we are 
�g�h�p���n�l�b�g�`���Z���l�^�\�n�k�^�]���`�h�o�^�k�g�&
mental website or .gov site so 
voters will know information 
from us is authentic.” said Janet 
Adkins.

 “Maintaining public trust 
is my highest priority.  We will continue our 
Community Advisory Council that provides 
�Z���_�h�k�n�f���_�h�k���m�p�h�&�p�Z�r���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g���Z�g�]��
transparency. Listening to voters and election 
workers will be a hallmark of excellence in 
�f�r���Z�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�m�b�h�g�'�����P�^���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���b�g�g�h�&
vate and seek ways to improve the voting 
experience. Helping our veterans, seniors, 
disabled, and citizens register to vote, find 
their voting location, resolving their eligibility 
questions, and keeping the voters informed 
are core responsibilities.   The power of one 
voice in this nation can make a difference 
and I will work to ensure all voices are 
heard.” said Adkins.

 “Finally, I am seeking a second term 
to help lead the planning efforts to ensure 
Nassau County Elections are ready for the 
growth in the county and that we continue to 
be “election ready” as the world around us 
changes.”

 If you would like to get engaged in the 
�k�^�&�^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g���\�Z�f�i�Z�b�`�g���_�h�k���L�n�i�^�k�o�b�l�h�k���C�Z�g�^�m��
Adkins, please sign up at www.janetadkins.
com.  You can request a campaign sign for 
your yard, help with volunteer efforts and 
�r�h�n���\�Z�g���^�o�^�g���Z�]�]���r�h�n�k���g�Z�f�^���m�h���C�Z�g�^�m���l���e�b�l�m���h�_��
local endorsements from citizens.  To speak 
�p�b�m�a���C�Z�g�^�m���:�]�d�b�g�l���r�h�n���\�Z�g���\�Z�e�e���2�)�-�&�,�*�/�&�+�)�)�1��
or contact her at janethadkins@bellsouth.net 
or janet@janetadkins.com.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&
�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^��
�g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k��
�Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

STAN BETHEA, REPUBLICAN
Running for Nassau County Supervisor of Elections

JANET ADKINS, REPUBLICAN, INCUMBENT
Up for Re-election as Supervisor of Elections

904.879.3066; 
Stan4SoE@gmail.com; 
www.StanBethea.com

904-316-2008; 
janet@janetadkins.com; 
www.JanetAdkins.com

NASSAU COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONSNASSAU  COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
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W e need a voice in Nassau County.
We repeatedly requested an audience with the 

commissioner prior to cutting in to our canopy road. 
The land commission agreed with us but the commissioner 
ignored our requests and approved cutting.

Comprehensive plan developed in 2012 was ditched 
because the Commissioner realized with 8 years left, it would 
�g�h�m���[�^���\�h�f�i�e�^�m�^�4���K�^�b�g�o�^�g�m�^�]���g�^�p���O�b�l�b�h�g���+�)�.�)�'

�P�a�^�g���Z�l�d�^�]���Z�[�h�n�m���m�a�^���^�q�m�^�g�l�b�o�^���+�)�*�.�&�+�)�*�0���m�k�Z�g�l�i�h�k�m�Z�m�b�h�g��
study, the commissioner said that was before his term

When asked about the State Road 200 Tracks to Trails 
beautification project, the commissioner was not aware of such 
project (part of the 2032 vision).

�:�l���Z���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���_�h�k���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���l���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���=�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���M�a�k�^�^��
Commissioner, I ask for your support in electing me so that 
we may keep Nassau as a safe community, structured around 
�g�^�b�`�a�[�h�k�e�r���e�b�_�^�l�m�r�e�^�l���Z�g�]���b�m�l���g�Z�m�n�k�Z�e���a�Z�[�b�m�Z�m�l���p�b�m�a���b�g�i�n�m���i�k�h�o�b�]�&
ed by its citizens. Lynn Newcomer, Candidate Nassau County 
District 3.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  - DISTRICT 3 SEATBOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  - DISTRICT 3 SEAT

LYNN NEWCOMER, REPUBLICAN
Seeking District 3 seat on County Commission

904-548-0444
male86127@gmail.com
www.candidatenewcomer.com

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
How would you address the lack of 

affordable workforce housing?   We need to 
fund housing development through private 
donations and through partnerships with local 
employers and local government.  We also 
need to identify vacant buildings and convert 
to affordable apartments. We could do this 
�m�a�k�h�n�`�a���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�^�k���Z�g�]���\�h�g�m�k�Z�\�m�h�k���i�Z�k�m�g�^�k�&
ships. A micro “bank” could be created to 
control the interest rates, and development 
release of funds at points in construction. BUT 
FIRST, we need to identify how many people 
and at what income level, and ensure they 
are working in Nassau County.  

What can the county do to attract more 
industry such as Wildlight Industrial Park and 
Crawford Diamond? When a corporation is 
searching for an industrial site, the first thing 
they look for is environmental impact to the 
industry (climate, air quality, transportation of 
goods or services), the second factor is cost 
of living and quality of life for those relocating 
to the area as well as available resources 
in proximity. We are competing with other 
counties that jump at tax incentives. Tax 
incentives are no longer the way to compete. 
Nassau County needs to work in concert with 
�>�\�h�g�h�f�b�\���=�^�o�^�e�h�i�f�^�g�m���m�h���\�h�f�i�e�^�m�^���Z���i�h�k�m�_�h�&
lio of opportunity afforded through living the 
Nassau dream: Farms to the west, beaches to 
the east and rivers/creeks in the middle. We 
need to develop a transportation infrastructure 
incrementally for employees to get to the beach 
from Callahan or goods to be delivered to 
�f�Z�b�g���Z�k�m�^�k�b�^�l���h�_���m�k�Z�_�_�b�\�'���M�a�^���+�)�*�0���m�k�Z�g�l�i�h�k�m�Z�&
tion study was never implemented, the 2032 
Comprehensive plan was just reinvented to 
a 2050 plan. We need to start implementing 
in support of economic development strategy 
toward attracting these clients.  

How do we balance heavy development with 
the protection of the environment and the nat-
ural beauty of the county?  This coincides with a 
Comprehensive Plan. In 2012, Comprehensive 
Plan 2032 was developed with thought for 
expansion and its infrastructure to support the 

expansion. This included parks and recreation, 
scenic views along State Road 200, Tracks 
to Trails beautification along the sidewalks of 
State Road 200, etc.  With 8 years remaining, 
�\�b�m�b�s�^�g�l���Z�l�d�^�]���p�a�r���p�^���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�o�^�g���/�)�����\�h�f�&
plete. The Commissioner responded with Vision 
2050, and that they are no longer under the 
2032 Plan. We have become reactionary in 
�m�a�b�l���<�h�n�g�m�r�4���\�e�^�Z�k���+�)�)���Z�\�k�^�l�%���i�n�m���b�g���-�)�)���a�h�f�^�l�%��
now the road we just finished paving will need 
to be expanded to a 4 lane road. What do 
we want Nassau County to be when it grows 
up? That was defined already. We need to 
review the 2032 plan, find differences in the 
Vision 2050 and incorporate only those items 
that fit with our Conserve Nassau vote of 2022. 
�=�^�o�^�e�h�i�^�k�l���l�a�h�n�e�]���Z�e�l�h���i�Z�r���_�^�^�l���_�h�k���\�e�^�Z�k���\�n�m�&
ting lots. In other states, they are charged for 
every tree over 6” diameter, one state makes 
you plant two at twice that diameter since to 
provide wind mitigation and maintain shade.

Do you think TDC funds could be spent more 
wisely? And if so, how? �M�a�̂ ���M�=�<���p�Z�l���̂ �l�m�Z�[�&
�e�b�l�a�̂ �]���_�h�k���f�Z�k�d�̂ �m�b�g�̀ ���:�f�̂ �e�b�Z���B�l�e�Z�g�]���Z�l���Z���]�̂ �l�m�b�g�Z�&
tion. With its robust tourist industry currently, the 
TDC is spent wisely. As a business owner, I only 
�e�̂ �Z�k�g�̂ �]���k�̂ �\�̂ �g�m�e�r���h�_���m�a�̂ ���M�=�<���l���g�̂ �p���[�n�l�b�g�̂ �l�l���l�m�Z�k�m��
�n�i���l�̂ �̀ �f�̂ �g�m�'���M�a�b�l���l�̂ �̀ �f�̂ �g�m���\�h�n�e�]���[�̂ ���n�l�̂ �]���m�h���̂ �_�_�̂ �\�&
tively survey tourists and provide businesses with 
results of tourist requests for more.

Though the relationship between the county 
and the city of Fernandina Beach has improved, 
how would you go about continuing to better the 
relationship?  We have an emotional connection 
to our county. We care about its well being 
and future. We need to foster that belonging by 
tying together neighborhood groups and public 
forums in communicating toward a county that 
promotes community. Though we are different 
sections and regions in this county, we need to 
have one common goal —  to keep our unique 
geography, our natural resources, our wildlife, 
and our quality of life

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��
�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

Jeff Gray is married to 
Diana Gray (31 years) 
and is blessed with two 

adult children and a new 
grandchild. He is a Christian 
by faith, and is a member of 
The Bridge Family Worship 
Center Church in Yulee. Jeff 
�l�i�^�g�m���f�Z�g�r���r�^�Z�k�l���o�h�e�n�g�m�^�^�k�&
ing with Yulee Little League 
as coach and umpire at 
Yulee Sports Complex. Jeff 
loves building community, 
by volunteering whenever 
he can with the Council On 
Aging, Community Stewards 
�h�_���R�n�e�^�^�%���;�Z�k�g�Z�[�Z�l�%���@�k�Z�\�b�^���l��
Kitchen, Spring Hill Baptist 
Church, Callahan Baptist and 
�M�a�^���C�h�n�k�g�^�r���<�a�n�k�\�a���l���_�h�h�]���]�b�l�&
tributions.

Jeff believes Nassau County is truly a 
blessed county in which to live, work and 
play, that we all love to call our home. Jeff is 
�i�k�h�n�]���h�_���h�n�k���
�^�g�a�Z�g�\�^�]���j�n�Z�e�b�m�r�&�h�_�&�e�b�_�^�����Z�g�]��
�
�j�n�Z�e�b�m�r�&�h�_�&�i�e�Z�\�^�����m�a�k�h�n�`�a���_�b�l�\�Z�e���l�m�^�p�Z�k�]�l�a�b�i��
�Z�g�]���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i�'���B�m���l���^�q�\�b�m�b�g�`���m�h���b�f�i�e�^�f�^�g�m��
the voter referendum approved CLAM 
Conservation Program, and invest back into 
�h�n�k���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�b�^�l���p�b�m�a���m�a�^���i�k�h�`�k�^�l�l���h�_���g�^�p���k�^�\�&
�k�^�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���i�Z�k�d�l���Z�g�]���`�k�^�^�g���h�i�^�g���l�i�Z�\�^���_�Z�\�b�e�&
ities (Nassau Crossing, Blackrock Cove and 
Westside Regional Parks) for our resident 
citizens and families to enjoy.

As Commissioner, Jeff is extremely proud 
of the many successes accomplished and 
promises to keep lowering taxes for the 
citizens of Nassau County. When Jeff took 
office in 2020 our county ad valorem tax 
milage rate had been raised ten consecutive 
�r�^�Z�k�l���b�g���Z���k�h�p���Z�g�]���p�Z�l���/�'�1�,�0�/�'���C�^�_�_���i�k�h�&
vided a reduced County tax millage rate for 
three (3) consecutive years in a row (2021, 
2022, 2023) to 6.3356 and is working now 
�m�h���k�^�]�n�\�^���m�Z�q�^�l���Z�`�Z�b�g���_�h�k���m�a�^���_�h�n�k�m�a���\�h�g�&
secutive year for 2024 while still improving 
the community with public safety funding 
(Nassau County Sheriff and Nassau County 
Fire Rescue) for the safety and health of our 
�k�^�l�b�]�^�g�m���\�b�m�b�s�^�g�l�����C�^�_�_���l���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i���b�g���m�a�^���i�k�h�&

�_�^�l�l�b�h�g�Z�e���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���a�Z�l���\�k�^�&
�Z�m�^�]���Z���[�n�l�b�g�^�l�l���_�k�b�^�g�]�e�r���^�\�h�&
nomic ecosystem for Nassau 
County where business and 
industry can make investments 
in infrastructure projects that 
benefit all citizens.

Jeff believes that in order to 
meet the challenges of 2024 
and beyond, we must work 
together toward a future that 
benefits the entire county. The 
creation of good, local, well 
paying jobs is essential to 
Nassau County, the State of 
Florida, and our country.

�C�^�_�_���l���i�k�h�_�^�l�l�b�h�g�Z�e���[�n�l�b�&
ness experience included 34 
years of service at one of the 
largest global manufacturing 

�\�h�k�i�h�k�Z�m�b�h�g�l���b�g���m�a�^���p�h�k�e�]�%���o�^�a�b�\�e�^���f�Z�g�n�_�Z�\�&
turer Mack Trucks Inc., which manufactures 
and sells transport solutions to 62 countries 
around the world. Jeff previously served on 
the Nassau County Code Enforcement Board 
as well as the Nassau County Planning and 
Economic Opportunity Board for the citizens 
of Nassau County. Jeff currently serves as a 
member of the Nassau County Republican 
�@�H�I���>�q�^�\�n�m�b�o�^���<�h�f�f�b�m�m�^�^�'���C�^�_�_���l���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i�%��
�l�n�\�\�^�l�l�_�n�e���[�n�l�b�g�^�l�l���Z�g�]���\�b�o�b�\���l�^�k�o�b�\�^���^�q�i�^�k�b�&
�^�g�\�^�%���Z�e�h�g�`���p�b�m�a���a�b�l���i�k�h�f�b�l�^�l���d�^�i�m���h�_���k�^�]�n�\�&
ing taxes for Nassau County taxpayers, and 
eye towards economic development, make 
him exceptionally qualified to serve again 
as your Nassau County District # 3 County 
Commissioner.

�P�^���b�g���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���p�b�e�e���a�Z�o�^���f�h�k�^���l�n�\�&
cesses for our taxpayers as a result of your 
continued support. Thank you in advance for 
your trust, and continued confidence in me, 
Jeff Gray.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&

�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'
Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��

�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��
�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

JEFF GRAY, REPUBLICAN, INCUMBENT
Seeking District 3 seat on County Commission

904-302-0137
votejeffgray@gmail.com
www.VoteJeffGray.com
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Klynt A. Farmer was born, 
raised and educated in 
�<�Z�e�e�Z�a�Z�g�'���:�l���Z�g���A�h�g�h�k�l���`�k�Z�]�&

uate of West Nassau High School, 
Class of 1995 and Florida Gold 
Seal Academic Scholarship winner, 
Klynt is rooted in the community he 
wishes to serve. He has 30 years 
�h�_���i�k�b�o�Z�m�^���l�^�\�m�h�k���[�n�l�b�g�^�l�l���^�q�i�^�k�b�&
ence in the liquid waste industry 
serving Nassau County as a Septic 
Tank Contractor. Klynt worked 
alongside his father who started 
�m�a�^���\�h�f�i�Z�g�r�%���D�'�:�'���?�Z�k�f�^�k���l���L�^�i�m�b�\��
Tank Service in 1984. Through his 
years of service to our community, 
Klynt has employed and trained 
dozens of employees, implemented 
�l�Z�_�^�m�r���i�k�h�`�k�Z�f�l�%���h�i�^�k�Z�m�^�]���Z�g�]���f�Z�g�&
�Z�`�^�]���e�Z�k�`�^���[�n�]�`�^�m�l���Z�g�]���a�Z�l���]�^�o�^�e�&
�h�i�^�]���^�_�_�^�\�m�b�o�^���g�^�m�p�h�k�d�l���m�a�Z�m���i�k�h�o�b�]�^���h�n�k���g�^�b�`�a�&
borhoods with honest, reliable customer service 
at affordable prices throughout all construction 
trades.

Outside of business, Klynt honorably served 
the City of Jacksonville as a Reserve Police 
�H�_�_�b�\�^�k���_�k�h�f���+�)�)�/�&�+�)�*�0���Z�l�l�b�l�m�b�g�`���i�Z�m�k�h�e�%���D�&�2���Z�g�]��
narcotics during his tenure and received many 
awards through the thousands of hours he gave in 
service to the community.

�D�e�r�g�m���?�Z�k�f�^�k���b�l���Z���l�m�Z�n�g�\�a���\�h�g�l�^�k�o�Z�m�b�o�^�%���l�^�e�_�&�f�h�&
tivated, accessible, accountable, transparent 
public servant who takes pride in serving his 
�g�^�b�`�a�[�h�k�l�'���
�F�r���b�g�m�^�`�k�b�m�r���b�l�g���m���_�h�k���l�Z�e�^�����^�q�i�k�^�l�l�^�]��
Klynt in his own words that tells the story of who 
he is as a businessman and a decision maker. “I 
�[�^�e�b�^�o�^���`�k�h�p�m�a���b�l���b�g�^�o�b�m�Z�[�e�^���Z�g�]���\�Z�g���[�^���[�^�g�^�_�b�&
cial, however we must intrinsically channel our 
�f�h�g�^�r���b�g���`�h�o�^�k�g�f�^�g�m���m�h���^�g�l�n�k�^���p�^���`�k�h�p���!�b�g�_�k�Z�&
structure, public safety, roads and bridges, etc.) 

alongside these new developments 
in our region to ensure the citizens 
get what they need to guarantee a 
safe, secure neighborhood worthy of 
praise,” said Klynt.

Klynt has participated with many 
civic and social events throughout 
his years as a Shriner affiliated with 
both the Morocco Shrine Temple in 
Jacksonville as well as the Alee Shrine 
�M�^�f�i�e�^���b�g���L�Z�o�Z�g�g�Z�a�%���i�k�h�n�]�e�r���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�&
ing the Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
He is a member of Callahan Lions 
Club, Westside Optimist Club, Florida 
Farm Bureau and Nassau Moose 
Lodge #2352. He is a past master of 
Callahan Masonic Lodge #32 and 
is a member of Callahan First Baptist 
Church. He is an active member of the 
Florida Onsite Wastewater Association 

participating with the Political Action Committee 
by assisting with the literature of several bills and 
lawmaking associated with his trade.

Farmer believes we should also promote small 
local business, low taxes and smaller government 
for the benefit of the next generation who wish to 
raise their family in their hometown or for those 
wishing to contribute to clean healthy living.

“I would appreciate your consideration on 
August 20th and humbly ask for you and your 
�_�Z�f�b�e�r���l���o�h�m�^�%�����D�e�r�g�m���:�'���?�Z�k�f�^�k���_�h�k���<�h�n�g�m�r��
Commissioner District 5.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&

�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'
Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�&

�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m��
�^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k��
�Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

M y name is, John “Paul” Ladson 
and I am seeking the Nassau 
County Commissioner District 5 

seat.  I am a long resident of Nassau 
County.  This is where I went to school, 
�i�e�Z�r�^�]���l�i�h�k�m�l�%���Z�m�m�^�g�]�^�]���\�a�n�k�\�a���i�n�k�&
chased several homes and built my 
present home.   In the past I have been 
an active member of our community.  I 
have supported our parks, little league 
along with our local schools and Senior 
Care facilities.  This is not me giving 
myself a pat on the back it is doing 
�p�a�Z�m���p�^���]�h���_�h�k���h�n�k���a�h�f�^�m�h�p�g���\�h�f�f�n�&
nities.

Yes, I am concerned about the 
growth of Nassau County. We are 
�^�q�\�^�^�]�b�g�`���`�k�h�p�m�a���_�Z�k���_�k�h�f���f�r���^�q�i�^�\�&
tations lets work together and try to 

control growth.  I fill sure that growth is a concern for everyone.
This is what I can promise: “ I want to be your voice!” I want to 

know what it is that you feel should change or needs addressed.  I 
want to represent you, speak for you and go to bat for you.  I want 
�m�h���p�h�k�d���Z�l���r�h�n�k���_�n�e�e�&�m�b�f�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k�'�����B���p�Z�g�m���m�h��
�d�^�^�i���r�h�n���b�g�_�h�k�f�^�]���h�_���p�a�Z�m���b�l���a�Z�i�i�^�g�b�g�`���b�g���h�n�k���a�h�f�^�m�h�p�g���\�h�f�f�n�&
nities.  This is also my home and I would be proud to represent you 
the people that also call it home.

Yes, I am concerned about the growth of Nassau County. We are 
exceeding growth far from my expectations lets work together and 
try to control growth.

I am not or will not make promises nor will I take any donations 
for my campaign.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h��

answer questions.
Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]��

�[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  - DISTRICT 5 SEATBOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  - DISTRICT 5 SEAT

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  - DISTRICT 1 SEATBOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  - DISTRICT 1 SEAT

KLYNT FARMER, REPUBLICAN, INCUMBENT
Seeking District 5 seat on County Commission

JOHN PAUL LADSON, REPUBLICAN
Seeking District 5 seat on County Commission

904.879.4701
jaxwarrior@aol.com

www.facebook.com/farmer
forcommissioner

904.626.3075
paulladson@yahoo.com

Commissioner Martin was elected to serve as District One County 
Commissioner on August 18, 2020 and took office on November 17, 2020.  
He currently serves as Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners.

�<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k���F�Z�k�m�b�g���b�l���Z���+�*�&�r�^�Z�k���G�Z�o�r���O�^�m�^�k�Z�g���h�_���m�a�^���L�n�[�f�Z�k�b�g�^���?�h�k�\�^�%���k�^�m�b�k�&
ing in 2002 as a Senior Chief. After retiring from the Navy, Commissioner Martin 
worked for CSX Transportation as a Logistics Manager for two years, taught at 
Yulee Middle School for 1 year, and then was fortunate enough to be selected 
�[�r���<�e�^�k�d���h�_���<�h�n�k�m�%���C�h�a�g���:�'���<�k�Z�p�_�h�k�]�%���m�h���l�^�k�o�^���Z�l���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���l���_�b�k�l�m���_�n�e�e�&�m�b�f�^��
Veterans Service Officer.  He retired from that position in 2018.  

�<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k���F�Z�k�m�b�g���\�n�k�k�^�g�m�e�r���l�^�k�o�^�l���b�g���Z���o�Z�k�b�^�m�r���h�_���o�h�e�n�g�m�^�^�k���i�h�l�b�m�b�h�g�l���b�g�\�e�n�]�&
�b�g�`�3���O�^�m�^�k�Z�g�l���M�k�^�Z�m�f�^�g�m���<�h�n�k�m���F�^�g�m�h�k���<�h�h�k�]�b�g�Z�m�h�k�4���O�^�m�^�k�Z�g�l���<�h�n�g�\�b�e���h�_���G�Z�l�l�Z�n��
�<�h�n�g�m�r�4���G�h�k�m�a�^�Z�l�m���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���K�^�`�b�h�g�Z�e���I�e�Z�g�g�b�g�`���<�h�n�g�\�b�e���;�h�Z�k�]���h�_���=�b�k�^�\�m�h�k�l�4���G�Z�l�l�Z�n��
�<�h�n�g�m�r���K�^�i�n�[�e�b�\�Z�g���>�q�^�\�n�m�b�o�^���<�h�f�f�b�m�m�^�^�4���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���K�^�i�n�[�e�b�\�Z�g���I�Z�k�m�r���L�m�Z�m�^��
�<�h�f�f�b�m�m�^�^�f�Z�g�4���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���:�l�l�h�\�b�Z�m�b�h�g���h�_���<�h�n�g�m�b�^�l���;�h�Z�k�]���h�_���=�b�k�^�\�m�h�k�l��

�A�^���b�l���Z���_�h�k�f�^�k���f�^�f�[�^�k���h�_�3���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���<�h�]�^���>�g�_�h�k�\�^�f�^�g�m���;�h�Z�k�]�4���<�h�n�g�\�b�e��
on Aging Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating Board. 

Education: Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) from the University 

�h�_���G�h�k�m�a���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z�������=�h�n�[�e�^���F�Z�c�h�k���b�g���E�h�`�b�l�m�b�\�l���Z�g�]���F�Z�g�Z�`�^�f�^�g�m�4���F�Z�l�m�^�k��
of Business Administration (MBA) from the University of North Florida — 
Concentration in Economics.

Commissioner Martin has earned the following certifications via the Florida 
Association of Counties Institute for County Government: Certified County 
�<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k���!�<�<�<�"�4���:�]�o�Z�g�\�^�]���<�h�n�g�m�r���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k���E�^�o�^�e���*���!�:�<�<�*�"�4���:�]�o�Z�g�\�^�]��
County Commissioner Level 2 (ACC2)

Commissioner Martin and his wife, Donna, have lived in Fernandina Beach 
since 1993.  Their daughter, Janel, is Dean of Students at Yulee High School.  They 
have 4 grandchildren.  

“Public office is a public trust. I strive to be worthy of that trust,” respectfully, 
John F. Martin.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'
Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��

�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

JOHN MARTIN, INCUMBENT, REPUBLICAN
Seeking District 1 seat on County Commission

904.261.9015
beach261@bellsouth.net
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Born and raised in Nassau County, Dr. Kathy 
�D�g�b�`�a�m���;�n�k�g�l���a�Z�l���]�^�]�b�\�Z�m�^�]���a�^�k���e�b�_�^���m�h���^�]�n�&
cation and community service. As a proud 

graduate of Fernandina Beach High School, she 
began her teaching career in Nassau County 
�Z�_�m�^�k���^�Z�k�g�b�g�`���Z���;�Z�\�a�^�e�h�k���l���=�^�`�k�^�^���b�g���>�e�^�f�^�g�m�Z�k�r��
�>�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�%���j�n�b�\�d�e�r���^�l�m�Z�[�e�b�l�a�b�g�`���a�^�k�l�^�e�_���Z�l���Z���i�Z�l�&
sionate and effective educator.
Early Career and Educational Advancement

Driven by her commitment to education, 
Kathy pursued further qualifications, earning 
�Z���F�Z�l�m�^�k���l���=�^�`�k�^�^���b�g���>�e�^�f�^�g�m�Z�k�r���>�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�%���Z��
Specialist Degree in Educational Leadership, 
and a Doctorate in Education. Her dedication 
and excellence were recognized with the 
�M�^�Z�\�a�^�k���h�_���m�a�^���R�^�Z�k���Z�p�Z�k�]���m�a�k�^�^���m�b�f�^�l�%���Z���m�^�l�m�Z�&
ment to her innovative teaching methods, ability 
�m�h���\�h�g�g�^�\�m���p�b�m�a���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l�%���Z�g�]���n�g�p�Z�o�^�k�b�g�`���\�h�f�&
mitment to their success.

Seeking to make a broader impact, Kathy 
was elected as a Nassau County School 
Board Member, serving for several years. 
Concurrently, she became the Executive Director 
�h�_���:�K�<���G�Z�l�l�Z�n�%���Z���g�h�g�&�i�k�h�_�b�m���Z�`�^�g�\�r���l�^�k�o�b�g�`��
mentally and physically challenged adults. 
Under her leadership, ARC Nassau achieved 
financial stability and programmatic excellence, 
�[�^�\�h�f�b�g�`���Z���f�h�]�^�e���h�_���a�b�`�a�&�j�n�Z�e�b�m�r���l�^�k�o�b�\�^�'
Community Involvement and Leadership

Kathy has always believed in the power of 
community involvement. She has served on the 
board of Take Stock in Children as well as a 
�M�Z�d�^���L�m�h�\�d���f�^�g�m�h�k�'���:�]�]�b�m�b�h�g�Z�e�e�r�%���l�a�^���b�l���Z���f�^�f�&
ber of the Northeast Florida Fair Association.

As the current Nassau County Superintendent 
�h�_���L�\�a�h�h�e�l�%���D�Z�m�a�r���l���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i���a�Z�l���[�^�^�g���b�g�l�m�k�n�&
�f�^�g�m�Z�e���b�g���f�Z�b�g�m�Z�b�g�b�g�`���m�a�^���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���l���:�&�k�Z�m�b�g�`���Z�g�]��
�Z�\�a�b�^�o�b�g�`���Z���2�*�����`�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�b�h�g���k�Z�m�^�'���M�a�^���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���l��
most recent audit stated “no deficiencies in the 
operation of the Nassau County School District.” 
Under her guidance, the district has become a 
�m�h�i�&�i�^�k�_�h�k�f�b�g�`���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���b�g�l�m�b�m�n�m�b�h�g�%���k�Z�g�d�b�g�`��
#4 in the state.
Innovative Initiatives and Partnerships

�D�Z�m�a�r���l���a�Z�g�]�l�&�h�g���Z�i�i�k�h�Z�\�a���b�g�\�e�n�]�^�l���l�^�k�o�b�g�`��
�b�g���m�a�^���\�Z�_�^�m�^�k�b�Z�%���Z�l�l�b�l�m�b�g�`���Z�l���Z���[�n�l���i�Z�k�Z�i�k�h�_�^�l�l�b�h�g�&
al, working alongside custodians, meeting with 
�l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���Z�g�]���i�Z�k�^�g�m�l�%���k�n�g�g�b�g�`���l�a�^�e�m�^�k�l���]�n�k�b�g�`���a�n�k�&
�k�b�\�Z�g�^���l�^�Z�l�h�g�%���Z�g�]���a�h�e�]�b�g�`���Z�]�o�b�l�h�k�r���`�k�h�n�i���f�^�^�m�&
�b�g�`�l�'���A�^�k���h�i�^�g�&�]�h�h�k���i�h�e�b�\�r���^�g�l�n�k�^�l���l�a�^���b�l���Z�e�p�Z�r�l��
accessible to the community, and her willingness 
�m�h���`�^�m���b�g�o�h�e�o�^�]���b�g���]�Z�r�&�m�h�&�]�Z�r���h�i�^�k�Z�m�b�h�g�l���l�^�m�l���a�^�k��
�Z�i�Z�k�m���Z�l���Z���e�^�Z�]�^�k���p�a�h���m�k�n�e�r���n�g�]�^�k�l�m�Z�g�]�l���Z�g�]���o�Z�e�&
ues every aspect of the school system.

�H�g�^���h�_���a�^�k���g�h�m�Z�[�e�^���b�g�b�m�b�Z�m�b�o�^�l���Z�l���l�n�i�^�k�b�g�m�^�g�&
dent has been partnering with local agencies like 
�m�a�^���;�h�r�l���Z�g�]���@�b�k�e�l���<�e�n�[���m�h���^�q�i�Z�g�]���Z�_�m�^�k�&�l�\�a�h�h�e��
opportunities for students. These partnerships 
�i�k�h�o�b�]�^���o�Z�e�n�Z�[�e�^���k�^�l�h�n�k�\�^�l���Z�g�]���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�%���^�g�k�b�\�a�&
�b�g�`���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l�����^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^�l���Z�g�]���h�_�_�^�k�&
ing safe, productive environments after school 
hours.
Future Goals for Nassau County Schools

�E�h�h�d�b�g�`���Z�a�^�Z�]�%���D�Z�m�a�r���b�l���\�h�f�f�b�m�m�^�]���m�h���\�h�g�m�b�g�&
uous improvement and has outlined several key 
goals for the future of the Nassau County School 
District:

�K�^�\�k�n�b�m�f�^�g�m���Z�g�]���K�^�m�^�g�m�b�h�g���h�_���M�h�i�&�J�n�Z�e�b�m�r��

Personnel: Kathy emphasizes 
attracting and retaining the best 
educators and support staff by 
offering competitive salaries, 
�\�h�f�i�k�^�a�^�g�l�b�o�^���[�^�g�^�_�b�m�l�%���Z�g�]���l�b�m�^�&
based wellness programs. She 
aims to make Nassau County 
a destination for top talent in 
education.

Managing the Impact of 
Rapid Community Growth: 
Kathy recognizes the challenges 
and opportunities presented 
�[�r���m�a�^���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���l���l�b�`�g�b�_�b�\�Z�g�m���`�k�h�p�m�a�'���L�a�^���i�e�Z�g�l���m�h��
create a comprehensive master plan for capital 
projects, including constructing new schools and 
renovating existing facilities. Additionally, she 
�l�^�^�d�l���m�h���^�q�i�Z�g�]���Z�\�Z�]�^�f�b�\���Z�g�]���o�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���m�k�Z�b�g�&
ing programs, including a centralized vocational 
training facility, to prepare students for future 
success.

Increasing Mental Health and Behavioral 
Support: Addressing the mental health and 
behavioral needs of students is critical. Kathy 
�Z�]�o�h�\�Z�m�^�l���_�h�k���^�q�i�Z�g�]�b�g�`���h�g�&�l�b�m�^���f�^�g�m�Z�e���a�^�Z�e�m�a��
counselors and behaviorists to support students, 
teachers, and the overall learning environment. 
Her vision includes a comprehensive approach 
to mental health, encompassing prevention, 
intervention, and ongoing support.
Proven Track Record & Visionary Leadership

�N�g�]�^�k���D�Z�m�a�r���l���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i�%���m�a�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n��
County School District has consistently achieved 
�Z�g���:�&�k�Z�m�b�g�`���Z�g�]���k�Z�g�d�l�����-���b�g���m�a�^���l�m�Z�m�^���p�b�m�a���Z��
91% graduation rate. These accomplishments 
reflect her strong leadership, strategic vision, 
and unwavering commitment to educational 
excellence. Her collaborative efforts have led 
to significant academic gains, increased salaries 
for teachers and staff, and expanded vocational 
training opportunities, with 76% of students 
�^�g�k�h�e�e�^�]���b�g���\�Z�k�^�^�k���Z�g�]���m�^�\�a�g�b�\�Z�e���m�k�Z�b�g�b�g�`���i�k�h�&
grams. This focus on career readiness ensures 
that students are prepared for success in the 
workforce and beyond.

�D�Z�m�a�r���l���^�l�m�Z�[�e�b�l�a�f�^�g�m���h�_���Z���e�Z�g�]�(�`�k�h�p�m�a���\�h�f�&
mittee has been pivotal in preparing the district 
for future growth. By proactively addressing the 
challenges associated with rapid development, 
�l�a�^���^�g�l�n�k�^�l���m�a�Z�m���m�a�^���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���\�Z�g���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���i�k�h�&
�o�b�]�^���a�b�`�a�&�j�n�Z�e�b�m�r���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g���Z�g�]���_�Z�\�b�e�b�m�b�^�l���_�h�k���Z�e�e��
students.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
What strategies do you plan to implement 

to improve academic performance and close the 
achievement gap in our schools?: The Nassau 
�<�h�n�g�m�r���L�\�a�h�h�e���=�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���a�Z�l���Z�\�a�b�^�o�^�]���\�h�f�f�^�g�]�&
able academic performance in recent years. 
However, enhancing academic outcomes and 
�\�e�h�l�b�g�`���m�a�^���Z�\�a�b�^�o�^�f�^�g�m���`�Z�i���k�^�f�Z�b�g���m�h�i���i�k�b�h�k�b�&
ties. Key strategies include:

Enhanced Collaboration: Fostering stronger 
communication and planning across all grade 
levels, particularly within feeder patterns, to 
ensure a seamless educational experience from 
elementary through high school.

�I�k�h�_�^�l�l�b�h�g�Z�e���=�^�o�^�e�h�i�f�^�g�m�3���I�k�h�o�b�]�b�g�`���j�n�Z�e�&

ity professional development 
to support teachers and staff, 
ensuring they are equipped with 
the latest teaching strategies and 
resources.

Targeted Interventions: For 
�m�a�b�k�]�&�`�k�Z�]�^���k�^�Z�]�b�g�`�%���p�^���p�b�e�e��
implement targeted interventions 
and support systems to ensure 
foundational skills are mastered 
early. This includes collaboration 
with families, additional reading 
interventions, tutorial support, 

�Z�g�]���]�b�l�m�k�b�[�n�m�b�g�`���_�k�^�^���[�h�h�d�l���m�h���D�&�.���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l�'
Reading Coaches and Math Support: Adding 

reading coaches at the high school level to work 
�\�e�h�l�^�e�r���p�b�m�a���m�^�Z�\�a�^�k�l���Z�g�]���i�k�h�o�b�]�^���b�g�m�^�g�l�b�o�^���k�^�Z�]�&
�b�g�`���b�g�l�m�k�n�\�m�b�h�g�'���K�^�&�Z�e�b�`�g�b�g�`���f�Z�m�a���i�k�h�`�k�^�l�l�b�h�g���m�h��
�b�g�\�e�n�]�^���:�e�`�^�[�k�Z���*���:���_�h�k���Z�m�&�k�b�l�d���2�m�a���`�k�Z�]�^�k�l���Z�g�]��
offering an intensive math elective for additional 
support.

Tutoring and Boot Camps: Continuing to 
provide tutoring services and summer boot 
camps to help students stay on track and excel 
academically.

How would you foster a positive and inclusive 
school culture that supports both students and 
staff?:  Creating a positive and inclusive school 
culture is essential. My approach includes:

�:�\�m�b�o�^���>�g�`�Z�`�^�f�^�g�m�3���;�^�b�g�`���Z���a�Z�g�]�l�&�h�g���e�^�Z�]�&
er by regularly visiting schools, engaging with 
teachers, students, and staff, and participating in 
�l�\�a�h�h�e�&�p�b�]�^���^�o�^�g�m�l���Z�g�]���\�^�e�^�[�k�Z�m�b�h�g�l�'

Recognition Programs: Expanding our 
employee and student recognition programs to 
�a�b�`�a�e�b�`�a�m���Z�\�a�b�^�o�^�f�^�g�m�l���Z�m���[�h�m�a���m�a�^���p�h�k�d�&�l�b�m�^���Z�g�]��
�]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���e�^�o�^�e�l�'���M�a�^���L�n�i�^�k�b�g�m�^�g�]�^�g�m���l���L�i�h�m�e�b�`�a�m���Z�m��
school board meetings will continue to celebrate 
�h�n�k���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���l���a�Z�k�]���p�h�k�d���Z�g�]���l�n�\�\�^�l�l�'

Student Advisory Council: Expanding the 
�L�n�i�^�k�b�g�m�^�g�]�^�g�m���l���L�m�n�]�^�g�m���:�]�o�b�l�h�k�r���<�h�n�g�\�b�e���m�h��
include middle school students, ensuring diverse 
�i�^�k�l�i�^�\�m�b�o�^�l���Z�k�^���a�^�Z�k�]���Z�g�]���_�h�l�m�^�k�b�g�`���Z���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�&
ive environment for all students. 

What is your approach to managing the 
budget, and how will you ensure financial trans-
parency and efficiency in the school district?:
Effective budget management and transparency 
are critical. My approach includes:

Early Planning: Starting the budget process 
�^�Z�k�e�b�^�k���m�h���^�g�l�n�k�^���m�a�h�k�h�n�`�a���i�e�Z�g�g�b�g�`���Z�g�]���m�k�Z�g�l�&
parency.

Stakeholder Involvement: Holding multiple 
budget workshops involving stakeholders and 
�e�b�o�^�&�l�m�k�^�Z�f�b�g�`���m�a�^�l�^���p�h�k�d�l�a�h�i�l���_�h�k���k�^�Z�e�&�m�b�f�^��
viewing and later access.

Transparency Tools: Expanding the Budget 
Transparency link on our website to include both 
�\�n�k�k�^�g�m���Z�g�]���a�b�l�m�h�k�b�\�Z�e���b�g�_�h�k�f�Z�m�b�h�g�%���^�g�l�n�k�b�g�`���\�h�f�&
munity members stay informed.

Some residents are concerned that a high 
portion of the one-mill increase in a referen-
dum on the voting ballot in the fall of 2022 is 
not being spent on teachers. Do you think the 
millage funds could be spent more wisely? And 
if so, how?: ���M�a�^���h�g�^�&�f�b�e�e���b�g�\�k�^�Z�l�^���a�Z�l���[�^�^�g��
�Z�e�e�h�\�Z�m�^�]���Z�l���i�^�k���m�a�^���L�\�a�h�h�e���;�h�Z�k�]���l���Z�i�i�k�h�o�^�]��
�k�^�l�h�e�n�m�b�h�g���Z�g�]���[�Z�e�e�h�m���e�Z�g�`�n�Z�`�^�%���p�b�m�a���0�)�����]�^�l�&

ignated for employee compensation, 12% for 
safety, 9% for fine arts, and 9% for athletics. 
This has allowed us to:

Compensation: Provide supplements for 
teachers ranging from $2,000 to $10,000 
�[�Z�l�^�]���h�g���^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^�%���Z�g�]���Z�]�]�b�m�b�h�g�Z�e���l�n�i�i�e�^�&
ments for support personnel. The supplement 
�Z�f�h�n�g�m�l���p�^�k�^���]�^�m�^�k�f�b�g�^�]���m�a�k�h�n�`�a���n�g�b�h�g���g�^�`�h�&
�m�b�Z�m�b�h�g�l���Z�g�]���m�^�Z�\�a�^�k���o�h�m�^���h�_���Z�i�i�k�h�o�Z�e�'�����H�n�k���l�n�i�&
port personnel, including bus drivers, custodians, 
paraprofessionals, maintenance workers, and 
clerical staff also received supplements.  The 
�Z�f�h�n�g�m���p�Z�l���]�^�m�^�k�f�b�g�^�]���m�a�k�h�n�`�a���n�g�b�h�g���g�^�`�h�m�b�Z�&
tions and employee vote of approval.

Program Enhancements: Add art teachers, 
�i�n�k�\�a�Z�l�^���g�^�p���b�g�l�m�k�n�f�^�g�m�l�%���l�n�i�i�h�k�m���]�k�Z�f�Z�%���\�a�h�&
rus, and visual arts programs, and refurbish high 
school weight rooms.

�L�Z�_�^�m�r���Z�g�]���:�m�a�e�^�m�b�\�l�3���B�g�o�^�l�m���b�g���l�Z�_�^�m�r���f�^�Z�&
sures like new security cameras and a mobile 
�i�Z�g�b�\���Z�e�Z�k�f���l�r�l�m�^�f�%���Z�g�]���^�g�a�Z�g�\�^���Z�m�a�e�^�m�b�\���_�Z�\�b�e�b�&
ties and equipment.

Oversight: The Millage Referendum Citizens 
Oversight Committee ensures funds are utilized 
as intended, with meetings open to the public for 
transparency.

How do you plan to engage with parents, 
�m�^�Z�\�a�^�k�l�%���Z�g�]���m�a�^���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���m�h���^�g�l�n�k�^���m�a�^�b�k���o�h�b�\�&
�^�l���Z�k�^���a�^�Z�k�]���Z�g�]���\�h�g�l�b�]�^�k�^�]���b�g���]�^�\�b�l�b�h�g�&�f�Z�d�b�g�`��
processes?

Engagement with all stakeholders is crucial. 
My plans include:

State of the Schools Council of 100: 
�>�l�m�Z�[�e�b�l�a�b�g�`���Z���\�h�n�g�\�b�e���\�h�f�i�k�b�l�b�g�`���i�Z�k�^�g�m�l�%���\�h�f�&
�f�n�g�b�m�r���f�^�f�[�^�k�l�%���g�h�g�&�i�k�h�_�b�m���h�k�`�Z�g�b�s�Z�m�b�h�g�l�%���[�n�l�b�&
ness owners, and teachers to meet quarterly for 
updates and input.

Parent University: Expanding Parent 
University to provide valuable information on 
various topics, available in person, virtually, and 
archived for future viewing.

Communications Plan: Expanding social 
�f�^�]�b�Z���k�^�Z�\�a���p�b�m�a���b�g�m�^�k�Z�\�m�b�o�^���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l���Z�g�]���Z�e�b�`�g�&
�b�g�`���l�\�a�h�h�e�&�e�^�o�^�e���l�h�\�b�Z�e���f�^�]�b�Z���p�b�m�a���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m�&�e�^�o�^�e��
information for consistent communication. 

What initiatives will you prioritize to enhance 
school safety and ensure a secure learning envi-
ronment for all students and staff?:  Ensuring 
safety is our top priority. Key initiatives include:

Campus Security: Maintaining officers on 
every campus, monthly threat assessment team 
�f�^�^�m�b�g�`�l�%���Z�g�]���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m�&�e�^�o�^�e���l�Z�_�^�m�r���f�^�^�m�b�g�`�l���p�b�m�a��
law enforcement.

Hardening Measures: Updating cameras, 
locks, and providing advanced systems for 
reporting safety emergencies. Adding a safety 
�m�^�\�a�g�b�\�b�Z�g���_�h�k���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m�&�p�b�]�^���f�h�g�b�m�h�k�b�g�`�'

Educational Programs: Implementing the 
DARE Program for fifth graders, Know the Law 
program in high schools, and partnering with 
law enforcement for drug abuse education.

�<�h�f�f�n�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g�3���F�Z�b�g�m�Z�b�g�b�g�`���l�m�k�h�g�`���\�h�f�f�n�&
nication with law enforcement and community 
partners to ensure a secure learning environment 
for all students and staff.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m��
�Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]��
�[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

KATHY BURNS, INCUMBENT
Seeking re-election as Superintendent of Nassau County School District

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLSSUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

904-545-4756; kburns4293@aol.com; 
www.kathyburnsfornassauschools.com
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M y name is Curtis Gaus, and I am 
�Z�l�d�b�g�`���_�h�k���r�h�n�k���l�n�i�i�h�k�m���_�h�k���f�r���\�Z�g�&
didacy for Superintendent

of the Nassau County School District. As 
a Navy veteran, educator of 26 years, and 
the current District 3 Nassau County School 
�;�h�Z�k�]���F�^�f�[�^�k�%���B���n�g�]�^�k�l�m�Z�g�]���m�a�^���b�f�i�h�k�&
tance of having a fiscally responsible leader 
�p�b�m�a�b�g���m�a�^���D�&�*�+���l�r�l�m�^�f���m�h���l�Z�_�^�`�n�Z�k�]���m�a�^��
�b�g�m�^�k�^�l�m���h�_���Z�e�e���h�_���m�a�^���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���l���l�m�Z�d�^�a�h�e�]�^�k�l�'��
Nassau County deserves a superintendent 
that will challenge and serve our students 
�p�a�b�e�^���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�b�g�`���Z�g�]���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�b�g�`���h�n�k���m�^�Z�\�a�&
ers, staff, and leaders. Taxpayers value a 
quality education system, but want a leader 
who will be fiscally responsible, transparent, 
and willing to work with all stakeholders. 
Teachers and staff, who are also taxpayers, 
deserve a district leader who values their 
family time, professionalism, and dedication 
while allocating resources wisely to protect 
�m�a�^�b�k���e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f���_�b�g�Z�g�\�b�Z�e���a�^�Z�e�m�a�'

As your next Superintendent, I pledge to 
prioritize:

•Budget/Financial Transparency and 
Accountability to the Taxpayers

•Hold regular budget transparency 
meetings for community understanding.

���I�k�h�o�b�]�^���]�b�e�b�`�^�g�m���k�^�l�h�n�k�\�^���Z�e�e�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g�4��

by maximizing opportunities 
within budgetary constraints.

���=�^�o�^�e�h�i���Z���e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f��
�[�n�]�`�^�m���i�e�Z�g���m�h���f�Z�d�^���m�a�^���\�n�k�&
rent salary scales permanent.

•Increased Student 
Success and Safety

•Focus on holistic student 
success beyond state test 
scores.

•Ensure students are 
�p�^�e�e�&�i�k�^�i�Z�k�^�]���_�h�k���o�Z�k�b�h�n�l��
career paths.

���B�f�i�e�^�f�^�g�m���Z���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m�&�p�b�]�^���[�n�e�e�r�b�g�`���i�k�^�&
�o�^�g�m�b�h�g���i�k�h�`�k�Z�f���_�h�k���Z���l�Z�_�^���l�\�a�h�h�e���^�g�o�b�k�h�g�&
ment.

���I�k�h�Z�\�m�b�o�^�e�r���f�h�g�b�m�h�k�%���Z�l�l�^�l�l�%���Z�g�]���b�g�o�^�l�&
tigate with fidelity all reported potential 
safety threats.

•Improved Communication, 
Collaboration and Partnerships

���?�h�l�m�^�k���h�i�^�g���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g���Z�g�]���\�h�e�e�Z�[�&
oration with community organizations.

���B�g�\�e�n�l�b�h�g���h�_���b�g�l�m�k�n�\�m�b�h�g�Z�e���l�m�Z�_�_���b�g���]�^�\�b�&
�l�b�h�g�&�f�Z�d�b�g�`���i�k�h�\�^�l�l�^�l�'

•Leverage local partnerships for 
advanced career and technical programs.

•Professional Development and Training:
���I�k�h�o�b�]�^���h�g�`�h�b�g�`���i�k�h�_�^�l�l�b�h�g�Z�e���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�&

ment for teachers to include 
emerging technologies to 
help reduce time spent on 
paperwork.

•Implement a leadership 
development program for 
directors and administrators 
on improving staff morale 
and employer/employee 
relations.

My platform reflects 
the diversity of my career 
experience that includes 

all of the following: Middle and High 
School Science Teacher, Assistant Principal 
(Fernandina Beach High School), Principal 
of West Nassau High School and Bronson 
Middle/High School, and Nassau County 
Coordinator in charge of Adult Education, 
Career and Technical Programs, and 
Dropout Prevention. Preparing students for 
college and careers was a cornerstone of 
�f�r���l�\�a�h�h�e�&�[�Z�l�^�]���Z�g�]���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i�'��
�<�n�k�k�^�g�m�e�r�%���B���Z�f���l�^�k�o�b�g�`���Z���_�h�n�k�&�r�^�Z�k���m�^�k�f���Z�l��
a Nassau County School Board Member for 
District 3.

I believe my experience, vision, and 
�e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i���l�d�b�e�e�l���f�Z�d�^���f�^���m�a�^���[�^�l�m���\�Z�g�]�b�&
�]�Z�m�^���m�h���Z�]�]�k�^�l�l���m�a�^���\�n�k�k�^�g�m���\�a�Z�e�e�^�g�`�^�l���_�Z�\�&

ing the school district and provide a vision 
to prepare our students to compete in an 
�^�o�^�k�&�\�a�Z�g�`�b�g�`���p�h�k�e�]�'���B���a�Z�o�^���p�b�m�g�^�l�l�^�]���_�b�k�l�m�&
hand the transformative power of education 
in shaping the lives of our students, and I 
have been deeply committed to fostering an 
environment where every student can thrive 
academically, socially, and emotionally.

In the last two years, I returned to the 
�\�e�Z�l�l�k�h�h�f���b�g���<�a�Z�k�e�m�h�g���<�h�n�g�m�r�%���@�:�%���Z���i�h�l�b�&
tion that allowed me to serve on our school 
�[�h�Z�k�]�'���M�a�b�l���^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^���a�Z�l���`�b�o�^�g���f�^���o�Z�e�n�&
able insights into the challenges teachers 
�_�Z�\�^���]�Z�b�e�r�'���B���Z�f���]�^�^�i�e�r���b�g�o�^�l�m�^�]���b�g���m�a�^���l�n�\�&
�\�^�l�l���Z�g�]���p�^�e�e�&�[�^�b�g�`���h�_���^�o�^�k�r���l�m�n�]�^�g�m���b�g���h�n�k��
district, and I am dedicated to leading with 
integrity, compassion, and vision.

Together, we can continue to build upon 
the strengths of our educational system and 
create an environment where every student 
can thrive. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&

�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'
Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��

�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^��
�Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k��
�h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

CURTIS GAUS
Seeking office of Superintendent of Nassau County School District

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLSSUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

904-887-9071; 
gaus4superintendent2024@gmail.com
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johndrew482@aol.com

TAX COLLECTORTAX COLLECTOR

A lifelong resident of Nassau County, 
John Drew earned his MBA and 
�;�Z�\�a�^�e�h�k���l���]�^�`�k�^�^���_�k�h�f���C�Z�\�d�l�h�g�o�b�e�e�^��

University. He has served honorably as our 
Tax Collector since 2006.

“Nassau County has given so much to me 
and to my family over the generations, and 
it has been a tradition for us to give back,” 
says Drew, the son of the late Mary Tom Drew 
a schoolteacher, and the late Joe Drew, a 
mill worker. John is married to Dr. Catherine 
Hardee Drew and they are the proud parents 
of Joseph Hardee Drew (an eighth generation 
citizen of Nassau County.) “The people of this 
community — my teachers, congregation, and 
neighbors — helped raise and educate me, as 
they continue to do for children today. I saw 
an opportunity to use that education and implement positive 
�\�a�Z�g�`�^�l���[�r���[�k�b�g�`�b�g�`���m�h�`�^�m�a�^�k���m�^�\�a�g�h�e�h�`�r���Z�g�]���\�h�g�`�^�g�b�Z�e���\�n�l�&
tomer service. We want to ensure our office works in a way 
that is consistently efficient, ethical, and effective.”

�M�a�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���M�Z�q���<�h�e�e�^�\�m�h�k���l���H�_�_�b�\�^���a�Z�l���b�g�\�k�^�Z�l�^�]��
�^�_�_�b�\�b�^�g�\�r���Z�m���b�m�l���_�h�n�k���e�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g�l���[�r���\�k�h�l�l�&�m�k�Z�b�g�b�g�`���l�m�Z�_�_���f�^�f�[�^�k�l��
�m�h���i�k�h�\�^�l�l���Z�e�e���m�k�Z�g�l�Z�\�m�b�h�g���m�r�i�^�l�'���M�a�^���n�g�b�j�n�^���m�k�Z�b�g�b�g�`���i�k�h�&
�`�k�Z�f���\�k�^�Z�m�^�l���Z���
�h�g�^�&�l�m�h�i���l�a�h�i�i�b�g�`�����^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^���b�g���p�a�b�\�a���Z�e�e��
services can be performed by one staff person and paid by 

�m�a�^���\�n�l�m�h�f�^�k���b�g���h�g�^���m�k�Z�g�l�Z�\�m�b�h�g�'���=�k�^�p���i�k�h�&
claimed, “It is because of the aptitude, ability, 
and determination of our exemplary staff that 
makes this possible!”

�?�h�k���l�^�o�^�g���l�m�k�Z�b�`�a�m���r�^�Z�k�l�%���=�k�^�p���l���m�^�Z�f���a�Z�l��
earned an audit report free of any findings 
and has received the statewide Excellence in 
Financial Operations Award five years in a 
row. “With a smaller staff, it is important for 
us to be innovative when it comes to the very 
important task of segregation of duties,” Drew 
said. “I am proud of our audit reports and the 
work done at every level of our office. In a 
�M�Z�q���<�h�e�e�^�\�m�h�k���l���H�_�_�b�\�^�%���m�^�Z�f���f�^�f�[�^�k�l���Z�m���^�o�^�k�r��
level deal with public funds. Their diligence 
and resourcefulness helped build the processes 
�m�a�Z�m���^�g�Z�[�e�^�]���m�a�^���h�_�_�b�\�^���m�h���p�b�g���l�h���f�Z�g�r���l�m�Z�m�^�&

wide awards.”
For Drew, it is an honor to continue to serve the people 

who make Nassau County their home: “It is such a great mix 
in terms of local history and heritage combining with people 
from around the nation who choose to relocate their families 
here. I am honored to serve as their elected Tax Collector.”

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^��
�l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^��
�G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

JOHN DREW, REPUBLICAN, UNOPPOSED
Tax Collector

BRINGING FIRST-CLASS

LEADERSHIP
TO NASSAU SCHOOLS!

CHAMPIONING EDUCATION EXCELLENCE

��
����������

Maintained Our “A-Rated” School District

Increased Graduation Rates

Named A “High Academically Performing District” 

By The Florida Department Of Education

��
��
��Election Day: Tuesday, August 20

KathyBurnsForNassauSchools.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Kathy Burns, Republican for Nassau County Superintendent of Schools
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SCHOOL BOARD - DISTRICT 2SCHOOL BOARD - DISTRICT 2

QUESTIONS 
AND ANSWERS:

What are your 
top priorities for 
improving the 
quality of education 
in Nassau County 
schools?: �M�h���f�Z�b�g�&
tain improve the 
quality of education 
in Nassau County 
we have to address

· Rapid growth 
by seeking input 
from parents, staff, 
�\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r�%���[�n�l�b�&
ness partners, and 
�\�h�g�l�n�e�m�Z�g�m���m�h���]�^�o�^�e�h�i���Z���\�h�f�i�k�^�a�^�g�&
sive plan suitable for our county

· Continue to maintain our 
student:teacher ratio and the high 
quality of our learning environment 
�p�a�b�e�^���p�^���]�^�o�^�e�h�i���h�n�k���\�h�f�i�k�^�a�^�g�&
sive plan

· Continue to develop our 
�<�Z�k�^�^�k���M�^�\�a�g�b�\�Z�e���>�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g���i�k�h�&
grams enabling our students the 
�h�i�i�h�k�m�n�g�b�m�r���m�h���`�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�^���p�b�m�a���\�^�k�m�b�&
fications and skills that make them 
highly competitive in the workforce

How do you plan to address 
the issue of teacher retention 
and recruitment in our district?:
Employees leave jobs for many 
�k�^�Z�l�h�g�l���Z�g�]���m�^�Z�\�a�b�g�`���b�l���g�h���]�b�_�_�^�k�&
ent.  Some leave to have babies, 
other move to another area, other 
find the cost of living here is too 
high.  We have tried to address the 
salaries so that our salary schedule 
is competitive with surrounding 
areas.  The millage has also 
increased salaries.  We are getting 
new teacher applying from many 
different areas, because they want 
to work in an A+ district.  We need 
to work to keep our support for 
teacher by providing mentors that 
�m�a�^�r���\�Z�g���m�Z�e�d���m�h�'�����D�^�^�i�b�g�`���\�h�f�f�n�&
�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g���h�i�^�g���[�^�m�p�^�^�g���Z�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�&
tion and staff encourages teacher 
to feel that they are heard. 

What are your views on the role 
of technology in education, and 
how would you ensure all students 
have access to necessary technologi-
cal resources?: Technology must be 
a part of our education program.  
The role in our world as well as 
education has continued to change 
and present challenges.  Students 
will be using technology that has 
not even been invented yet as they 
�`�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�^�'���<�h�o�b�]���k�^�j�n�b�k�^�]���m�^�\�a�g�h�e�&
ogy to be available for students 
from 3rd grade up.  The district 

strive to continually 
�n�i�]�Z�m�^���h�n�k���m�^�\�a�&
nology for students 
and teachers.  The 
challenge is the 
staffing to support 
the many devices 
that we have 
throughout the 
district.  We have 
�Z���]�^�]�b�\�Z�m�^�]���m�^�\�a�&
nology staff that 
does an amazing 
�c�h�[���p�b�m�a���m�a�^���h�o�^�k�&
whelming number 
�h�_���]�^�o�b�\�^�l���p�^���\�n�k�&
rently have as well 

as protect our system 
from cyber attacks.

 How would you address the 
concerns and needs of students with 
special education requirements?: 
Data continues to show that our 
ESE students meet the rigorous 
academic requirements of the state  
The challenge is that every student 
has individual needs that need to be 
met.  Working as a team to develop 
policies, hire qualified staff and 
�i�Z�k�m�g�̂ �k���p�b�m�a���i�Z�k�̂ �g�m�l���b�g���m�a�̂ �b�k���\�a�b�e�]���l��
education.  We must follow all state 
and federal mandates as we design 
an education plan for students.  
These are many opportunities and 
avenues for students with special 
needs to participate in a challenging 
curriculum that will prepare them for 
when they graduate.

What measures would you 
implement to ensure the safety 
and security of students and staff
in Nassau County schools?: Ever 
since the tragic shooting in Parkland 
safety and security has been a 
priority for both the state and 
district.  NCSD has an excellent 
Chief of Police and Safety Security 
Officer.  They are regularly in our 
school evaluating and meeting with 
staffs and getting to know students.  
They have a superior working 
relationship with both the FB Police 
�=�̂ �i�Z�k�m�f�̂ �g�m���Z�g�]���m�a�̂ ���L�a�̂ �k�k�b�_�_���l���h�_�_�b�\�̂ �'����
They also have regular interaction 
with both departments.  All the state 
requirements have been met due to 
their hard work.  Staffs are provided 
with information on how to respond 
to different situations.  The extra 
money from the mileage will also 
�Z�e�e�h�p���_�h�k���i�n�k�\�a�Z�l�̂ �l���h�_���f�h�k�̂ ���̂ �j�n�b�i�&
ment over the years.

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�&
�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]��
�[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m��
�^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

GAIL COOK, INCUMBENT
Seeking District 2 seat on Nassau County School Board

YVONNE “ROODY” JOINVILLE
Seeking District 2 seat on Nassau County School Board

904.261.9127
gailcook@juno.com

R�h�h�]�r���C�h�b�g�o�b�e�e�^���b�l���Z���i�k�h�o�^�g���Z�g�]���]�^�]�b�&
cated leader in education, and he will 
bring a fresh perspective to Nassau 

County School Board.  He is married to his 
�p�b�_�^���h�_���+�*���r�^�Z�k�l�%���=�k�'���O�b�\�m�h�k�b�Z���A�h�_�_�&�C�h�b�g�o�b�e�e�^�%��
and has three children: Emily, Sebastian and 
Celine. Emily is a 20 y/o high school teacher 
at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts and 
�L�Z�e�n�m�Z�m�h�k�b�Z�g���h�_���R�n�e�^�^���A�b�`�a���L�\�a�h�h�e���l���\�e�Z�l�l��
�h�_���+�)�+�)�%���L�^�[�Z�l�m�b�Z�g���b�l���R�n�e�^�^���A�b�`�a���L�\�a�h�h�e���l��
Valedictorian class of 2023 is currently 
attending the University of Florida, Celine is 
�Z���c�n�g�b�h�k���Z�m���R�n�e�^�^���A�b�`�a���L�\�a�h�h�e�'���P�b�m�a���Z�i�i�k�h�q�&
imately 26 years of experience in classroom 
instruction and administration, Roody has 
�Z���p�^�Z�e�m�a���h�_���d�g�h�p�e�^�]�`�^�'���K�h�h�]�r���l���^�q�m�^�g�l�b�o�^��
experience in academic excellence and 
community engagement sets him apart.

�K�h�h�]�r���l���b�g�m�^�k�^�l�m���b�g���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g���[�^�`�Z�g���b�g��
his formative years growing up in a country 
�p�a�^�k�^���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g���p�Z�l���g�h�m���\�h�g�l�b�]�^�k�^�]���Z���k�b�`�a�m���[�n�m���Z���i�k�b�o�b�&
lege.  His mother was deprived of a formal educational 
�^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^���Z�g�]���[�Z�k�^�e�r���Z�\�j�n�b�k�^�]���Z���m�a�b�k�]�&�`�k�Z�]�^���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�'����
This background gave him a unique appreciation for 
�^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�'���K�h�h�]�r���^�Z�k�g�^�]���Z���[�Z�\�a�^�e�h�k���l���]�^�`�k�^�^���b�g���?�k�^�g�\�a��
�_�k�h�f���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���B�g�m�^�k�g�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���N�g�b�o�^�k�l�b�m�r�%���Z���f�Z�l�m�^�k���l���]�^�`�k�^�^���b�g��
teaching English as a second language (TESOL) from Nova 
Southeastern University, a Specialist degree in Educational 
Leadership from Nova Southeastern University, and another 
Specialist Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from the 
University of West Florida where he is a doctoral candidate.

His career in education spans over 26 years where he 
taught reading, English as a second Language, French and 
Spanish.  He has a record of bridging the achievement gap 
�b�g���m�a�^���\�e�Z�l�l�k�h�h�f���Z�l���Z���m�^�Z�\�a�^�k���Z�g�]���Z�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�m�h�k�'���P�a�b�e�^���l�^�k�o�&
ing as Yulee High School Assistant Principal and Principal, he 
�i�b�h�g�^�^�k�^�]���m�a�^���_�b�k�l�m���i�Z�k�^�g�m�&�m�^�Z�\�a�^�k���h�k�`�Z�g�b�s�Z�m�b�h�g���!�I�M�H�"���l�b�g�\�^��
�m�a�^���l�\�a�h�h�e���l���b�g�\�^�i�m�b�h�g�'�����A�^���b�g�\�k�^�Z�l�^�]���l�m�n�]�^�g�m���Z�g�]���i�Z�k�^�g�m��
involvement through that program, which included hosting a 
college and career fair.

�K�h�h�]�r���l���o�b�l�b�h�g���b�l���m�h���[�k�b�g�`���b�g�g�h�o�Z�m�b�o�^���l�h�e�n�m�b�h�g�l���m�h���m�a�^��
school board. His focus is on creating a challenging and 
supportive classroom environment.  As a board member he 
will bring transparent governance and ensure that the board 
is fiscally responsible.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
 What are your top priorities for improving the quality of 

education in Nassau County schools?: As a candidate for the 
School Board, my top priorities for improving the quality of 
education in Nassau County schools are:

 Teacher Retention: Implement competitive salaries, 
improve professional development, and increase support to 
retain top educators.

Student Safety: Enhance safety measures, including rapid 
response systems and building strong relationships between 
staff and students.

Support for Special Needs Students: Ensure individualized 
education plans are followed and enhance resources to meet 
the needs of every student.

4. New Academic Opportunities: Expand programs 
in STEM, arts, and vocational training, and introduce the 
�:�]�o�Z�g�\�^�]���B�g�m�^�k�g�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���<�^�k�m�b�_�b�\�Z�m�^���h�_���>�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g���!�:�B�<�>�"���i�k�h�&
gram to provide diverse learning pathways for all students.

By focusing on these areas, we can create a more effective 
and inclusive educational environment.

How do you plan to address the issue of teacher retention 
and recruitment in our district?:  Beginning teachers in Nassau 
County received a raise, but despite efforts to retain them 

with financial compensation, many are still 
leaving the district. I believe every school in 
Nassau County must implement a mentorship 
program for new teachers, or those new 
to our district. As a school board member, 
I will advocate partnering with Habitat for 
�A�n�f�Z�g�b�m�r���m�h���]�^�l�b�`�g���Z���i�e�Z�g���_�h�k���a�h�f�^���Z�_�_�h�k�]�&
ability. We need to hire teachers who can 
serve our growing community with diverse 
experience. Additionally, we should create 
an environment where teachers feel welcome, 
�Z�g�]���b�_���m�a�^�r���]�^�\�b�]�^���m�h���e�^�Z�o�^�%���p�^���f�n�l�m���\�h�g�&
duct exit interviews. The board can use this 
feedback as anecdotal data to improve our 
recruitment strategies.

 What are your views on the role of 
technology in education, and how would 

you ensure all students have access to nec-
essary technological resources?: Integrating 
�\�n�m�m�b�g�`�&�^�]�`�^���m�^�\�a�g�h�e�h�`�r���b�g�m�h���m�a�^���\�n�k�k�b�\�n�e�n�f���b�l��
crucial for preparing students to excel in an 

increasingly digital world. Technology serves as a powerful 
engagement tool and offers alternatives to traditional teaching 
methods. Tools like interactive whiteboards, educational apps, 
and multimedia resources can cater to diverse learning styles 
and enhance the overall learning experience.

���M�h���^�g�l�n�k�^���Z�e�e���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���a�Z�o�^���Z�\�\�^�l�l���m�h���g�^�\�^�l�l�Z�k�r���m�^�\�a�g�h�e�h�`�&
ical resources, we must:

 1. Invest in Infrastructure: Provide reliable internet access 
and modern devices in all schools.

�+�'���I�k�h�o�b�]�^���M�k�Z�b�g�b�g�`�3���>�j�n�b�i���m�^�Z�\�a�^�k�l���p�b�m�a���m�a�^���l�d�b�e�e�l���m�h���^�_�_�^�\�&
tively integrate technology into their teaching.

3. Promote Equity: Implement programs that offer devices 
�Z�g�]���b�g�m�^�k�g�^�m���Z�\�\�^�l�l���m�h���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���_�k�h�f���e�h�p�&�b�g�\�h�f�^���_�Z�f�b�e�b�^�l�'

4. Maintain Support: Offer ongoing technical support for 
both students and teachers.

By addressing these areas, we can ensure that all students 
benefit from the educational opportunities that technology 
offers.

How would you address the concerns and needs of students 
with special education requirements?: As a school board 
member, addressing the concerns and needs of students with 
special education requirements is a top priority. I advocate 
for individualized education plans (IEPs) that are regularly 
�k�^�o�b�^�p�^�]���Z�g�]���n�i�]�Z�m�^�]���m�h���^�g�l�n�k�^���^�Z�\�a���l�m�n�]�^�g�m���l���n�g�b�j�n�^���g�^�^�]�l��
are met. Providing adequate resources, including specialized 
staff, assistive technologies, and tailored learning materials, 
is essential. I will push for ongoing professional development 
�_�h�k���m�^�Z�\�a�^�k�l���m�h���l�m�Z�r���\�n�k�k�^�g�m���p�b�m�a���[�^�l�m���i�k�Z�\�m�b�\�^�l���b�g���l�i�^�\�b�Z�e���^�]�n�&
cation. Additionally, fostering an inclusive environment where 
all students feel valued and supported is crucial. By actively 
�e�b�l�m�^�g�b�g�`���m�h���i�Z�k�^�g�m�l�%���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l�%���Z�g�]���^�]�n�\�Z�m�h�k�l�%���p�^���\�Z�g���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�Z�e�&
ly improve our special education programs and ensure every 
student has the opportunity to succeed.

What measures would you implement to ensure the safety 
and security of students and staff in Nassau County schools?: 
Ensuring the safety and security of students and staff in Nassau 
County schools is paramount. While we are fortunate to have 
school resource officers, I propose implementing a rapid 
incident response system, including wearable mobile panic 
buttons for teachers and administrators to use in emergencies. 
Additionally, fostering strong relationships between staff and 
students is crucial for identifying and preventing potential 
issues. I will also advocate for regular safety drills, mental 
�a�^�Z�e�m�a���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�%���Z�g�]���\�h�f�i�k�^�a�^�g�l�b�o�^���m�k�Z�b�g�b�g�`���_�h�k���l�m�Z�_�_���h�g���^�f�^�k�&
gency protocols. By taking these measures, we can create a 
safer, more secure environment for everyone in our schools.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�&
�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k��
�h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'  

904.556.0771, 
904.556.0773;

rjoinville@hotmail.com;
www.roodyjoinville.com
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Dr. Cindy Grooms has announced her 
�\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�\�r���_�h�k���k�^�&�^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g���m�h���m�a�^���G�Z�l�l�Z�n��
County School Board District 4 seat.

�;�Z�\�d�`�k�h�n�g�]���&���=�k�'���@�k�h�h�f�l���a�Z�l���e�b�o�^�]���b�g��
Nassau County since 1977. She attended 
�G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r���l�\�a�h�h�e�l���Z�g�]���b�l���Z���*�2�1�*���`�k�Z�]�&
�n�Z�m�^���h�_���A�b�e�e�b�Z�k�]���C�n�g�b�h�k�&�L�^�g�b�h�k���A�b�`�a���L�\�a�h�h�e�'

Education — Cindy holds a B.A. degree 
in Elementary Education, M.S. degree 
in Special Education, and an Ed.D. in 
Educational Leadership.

�>�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^���&���=�k�'���@�k�h�h�f�l���a�Z�l���]�^�]�b�\�Z�m�^�]��
over 24 years of her life to the education 
of the youth of Nassau County serving as 
an ESE teacher, Dean of Students, Assistant 
Principal, District Coordinator of Student 
Services, and Director of Secondary 
Education.

Cindy was elected to the School Board 
in 2020.  Since her election she has fought 
diligently for transparency in all areas of 
School Board operations and worked to 
involve citizens in the budget process.

Dr. Grooms is Committed To:    
·   Supporting district teachers and 

staff to ensure they have the resources and 
support they need to excel.

�•������ �I�k�h�f�h�m�b�g�`���l�m�n�]�^�g�m���\�^�g�m�^�k�^�]���i�h�e�b�&
�\�b�^�l���m�a�Z�m���i�k�b�h�k�b�m�b�s�^���m�a�^���p�^�e�e�&�[�^�b�g�`���Z�g�]���Z�\�Z�&
demic success of every child.

�•������ �:�]�o�h�\�Z�m�b�g�`���_�h�k���^�j�n�b�m�r���Z�g�]���b�g�\�e�n�&
sion to ensure that all students have access 
�m�h���Z���a�b�`�a�&�j�n�Z�e�b�m�r���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�'

·   Engaging with parents, families, 
and community stakeholders to ensure that 
their voices are heard, and their concerns 
addressed.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
What are your top priorities for improv-

ing the quality of education in Nassau 
County schools?: Student Achievement and 
�E�^�Z�k�g�b�g�`���H�n�m�\�h�f�^�l�3�����F�r���_�h�\�n�l���b�l���h�g���b�g�b�m�b�Z�&
tives that support academic excellence and 
ensure students are meeting and exceeding 
state standards.  This includes enhancing the 

curriculum, providing access 
to advanced courses, and 
supporting special education 
needs.

Teacher Support: Support 
initiatives that boost teacher 
morale and retention.

Equity and Inclusion: 
�<�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���Z�]�]�k�^�l�l���]�b�l�i�Z�k�b�&
ties in education by ensuring 
all students, regardless of 
their background, have 
equal access to resources 
and opportunities.  Promote 
policies that foster a diverse 
�Z�g�]���b�g�\�e�n�l�b�o�^���e�^�Z�k�g�b�g�`���^�g�o�b�&
ronment.

�L�\�a�h�h�e���L�Z�_�^�m�r���Z�g�]���P�^�e�e�&�[�^�b�g�`�3���<�h�g�m�b�g�n�^��
working towards creating a safe school 
environment for all students. Focus on the 
�i�a�r�l�b�\�Z�e���Z�g�]���^�f�h�m�b�h�g�Z�e���p�^�e�e�&�[�^�b�g�`���h�_���Z�e�e��
students by continuing to address mental 
health and bullying.

Resource Allocation: Ensure that funding 
and resources are distributed effectively 
and equitably across schools. Advocate 
for increased funding where necessary and 
ensure transparency in financial decisions.

�=�Z�m�Z�&�=�k�b�o�^�g���=�^�\�b�l�b�h�g���F�Z�d�b�g�`�3���<�h�g�m�b�g�n�^��
�m�h���n�l�^���]�Z�m�Z���Z�g�]���Z�g�Z�e�r�m�b�\�l���m�h���b�g�_�h�k�f���]�^�\�b�&
sions, track progress, and identify areas for 
improvement.

�;�r���_�h�\�n�l�b�g�`���h�g���m�a�^�l�^���Z�k�^�Z�l�%���B���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�m�b�g�&
ue to help create a supportive and effective 
educational environment for all students in 
Nassau County.

How do you plan to address the issue 
of teacher retention and recruitment in our 
district?: �<�h�f�i�^�m�b�m�b�o�^���L�Z�e�Z�k�b�^�l�3���B���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�m�b�g�&
ue to advocate for salary increases that are 
competitive with neighboring districts for all 
employees in our district.

Positive Work Environment: As a board 
�f�^�f�[�^�k�%���i�k�h�f�h�m�b�g�`���Z���i�h�l�b�m�b�o�^���p�h�k�d���^�g�o�b�&
ronment for teachers involves implementing 

policies and initiatives that 
�l�n�i�i�h�k�m���m�a�^�b�k���p�^�e�e�&�[�^�b�g�`�%���i�k�h�&
fessional growth, and their 
commitment to continue to 
serve our students.

Encourage Teacher 
Autonomy: I will continue to 
advocate for teachers to be 
able to make instructional 
decisions and provide them 
�p�b�m�a���m�a�^���Z�n�m�h�g�h�f�r���m�h���b�g�g�h�&
vate and tailor their teaching 
methods to meet student 
needs. 

�P�h�k�d�&�E�b�_�^���;�Z�e�Z�g�\�^�3��
Continue to fight for teachers 
�m�h���a�Z�o�^���f�Z�g�Z�`�^�Z�[�e�^���p�h�k�d�&

loads by providing sufficient planning time, 
reducing unnecessary administrative tasks, 
�Z�g�]���k�^�]�n�\�^���m�a�^���f�b�\�k�h�&�f�Z�g�Z�`�^�f�^�g�m���h�_���m�^�Z�\�a�&
ing by administrators.

Addressing Classroom Challenges: 
Addressing attendance and behavior in the 
�\�e�Z�l�l�k�h�h�f���b�l���^�l�l�^�g�m�b�Z�e���_�h�k���_�h�l�m�^�k�b�g�`���Z���i�k�h�]�n�\�&
tive learning environment.

We need to look at investing in a system 
that tracks attendance accurately and use 
this data to identify patterns and intervene 
�^�Z�k�e�r���p�b�m�a���Z�m�&�k�b�l�d���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���Z�g�]���]�^�o�^�e�h�i���Z��
�l�m�k�h�g�`���p�h�k�d�b�g�`���k�^�e�Z�m�b�h�g�l�a�b�i���p�b�m�a���m�a�^���Z�i�i�k�h�&
priate law enforcement agency and the 
State Attorney staff to enact interventions.

Continue to push for policies that are 
clear, fair and consistently applied.  All staff 
and administrators should be aware of and 
adhere to these policies. 

  3. What are your views on the role of 
technology in education, and how would you 
ensure all students have access to necessary 
technological resources?: We must bridge 
�m�a�^���]�b�`�b�m�Z�e���]�b�o�b�]�^���_�h�k���Z�e�e���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���Z�g�]���i�k�h�&
mote Digital Citizenship:  Technology fosters 
�m�a�^���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�f�^�g�m���h�_���+�*�l�m�&�\�^�g�m�n�k�r���l�d�b�e�e�l���l�n�\�a��
�Z�l���\�k�b�m�b�\�Z�e���m�a�b�g�d�b�g�`�%���i�k�h�[�e�^�f�&�l�h�e�o�b�g�`�%���\�h�e�e�Z�[�h�&
ration and creativity.  These skills are crucial 

for success in a rapidly evolving job market.  
Ensuring all students have equal access to 
technology is crucial along with promoting 
digital citizenship.  We need to teach about 
online safety, privacy and respectful online 
behavior.

How would you address the concerns and 
needs of students with special education 
requirements?:  Ensure Compliance with 
Laws and Regulations:  I will continue to 
�Z�]�o�h�\�Z�m�^���_�h�k���i�h�e�b�\�b�^�l���m�a�Z�m���i�k�h�f�h�m�^���b�g�\�e�n�&
sion and equitable access to education for 
students with special needs and ensure that 
these policies are regularly reviewed and 
updated.

�H�i�^�g���E�b�g�^�l���h�_���<�h�f�f�n�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g�3���B���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�&
tinue to encourage regular communication 
channels between the school board, special 
education staff, parents and students and 
create forums for stakeholders to voice their 
concerns and suggestions.

What measures would you implement 
to ensure the safety and security of stu-
dents and staff in Nassau County schools?:
Ensuring safety and security in our schools 
�k�^�j�n�b�k�^�l���Z���f�n�e�m�b�&�_�Z�\�^�m�^�]���Z�i�i�k�h�Z�\�a�3���M�a�b�l��
includes both physical measurements and 
proactive strategies. Controlled access to 
buildings, surveillance systems, and exit 
plans are important components of physical 
security.  Regular drills and training sessions 
�_�h�k���l�m�Z�_�_���Z�g�]���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���a�^�e�i���i�k�^�i�Z�k�^���_�h�k���o�Z�k�&
ious emergency scenarios. These policies 
are enforced in Nassau County schools 
be we must continue to strengthen these 
policies along with continued collaboration 
with local law enforcement through school 
�k�^�l�h�n�k�\�^���h�_�_�b�\�^�k�l���Z�g�]���k�^�`�n�e�Z�k���l�Z�_�^�m�r���Z�l�l�^�l�l�&
ments. We must also foster community and 
parental involvement.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^��
�Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k��
�h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

904-845-8105;
groomsc@windstream.net;

Website: www.CindyGroomsForNassauCountySchoolBoard.com;

CINDY GROOMS, NONPARTISAN, INCUMBENT
Seeking re-election as Nassau County School District Board Member, District 4
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I am a lifelong resident of Nassau County, 
raised in Kings Ferry, the youngest of five 
�`�b�k�e�l�'���H�_���m�a�h�l�^�%���_�h�n�k���p�^�k�^���^�]�n�\�Z�m�h�k�l�'���B���o�^��

been married to my husband, Bobby, for 
29 years and have three children: Haley, 
Hannah, and Robert.

�*�2�1�/���&���@�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�^�]���_�k�h�f���A�b�e�e�b�Z�k�]���F�b�]�]�e�^��
Senior High School 

�*�2�2�)���&���@�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�^�]���_�k�h�f���C�Z�\�d�l�h�g�o�b�e�e�^��
University (Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary Education). 

�*�2�2�,���&���@�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�^�]���_�k�h�f���m�a�^���N�g�b�o�^�k�l�b�m�r��
�h�_���G�h�k�m�a���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���!�F�Z�l�m�^�k���l���h�_���>�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g���b�g��
Management and Supervision). 

�*�2�2�*�&�+�)�)�*���&���M�^�Z�\�a�^�k���Z�m���<�Z�e�e�Z�a�Z�g��
Elementary School (Kindergarten/1st 
Grades). 

�+�)�)�*�&�+�)�*�,���&���I�k�b�g�\�b�i�Z�e���Z�m���A�b�e�e�b�Z�k�]��
Elementary School. 

�+�)�*�,�&�+�)�+�*���&���=�b�k�^�\�m�h�k���h�_���>�e�^�f�^�g�m�Z�k�r��
Education, Executive Director Curriculum 
and Instruction. Retired from Nassau 
County Schools.

�+�)�+�*�&�I�k�^�l�^�g�m���&���I�k�b�g�\�b�i�Z�e���Z�m���?�h�e�d�l�m�h�g��
Elementary School (Charlton County, 
Georgia)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
  What are your top priorities for improv-

ing the quality of education in Nassau 
County schools?: Fiscal and Instructional 
Transparency.

The district has a perceived lack of 
transparency. My goal is to prioritize and 
ensure fiscal and instructional responsibility 
and transparency by managing resources 
�^�_�_�b�\�b�^�g�m�e�r���Z�g�]���f�Z�b�g�m�Z�b�g�b�g�`���h�i�^�g���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�&
�\�Z�m�b�h�g���Z�[�h�n�m���_�b�g�Z�g�\�b�Z�e���Z�g�]���^�]�n�\�Z�m�b�h�g�Z�e���]�^�\�b�&
sions with all stakeholders.

What measures would you implement to 
ensure the safety and security of students 
and staff in Nassau County schools?:

Ensuring safety in Nassau County 
�l�\�a�h�h�e�l���p�a�b�e�^���f�Z�b�g�m�Z�b�g�b�g�`���p�^�e�\�h�f�b�g�`���\�Z�f�&
puses is essential to creating a secure and 

�l�n�i�i�h�k�m�b�o�^���e�^�Z�k�g�b�g�`���^�g�o�b�&
�k�h�g�f�^�g�m�'���M�a�b�l���^�g�m�Z�b�e�l���b�f�i�e�^�&
menting balanced security 
measures such as controlled 
�Z�\�\�^�l�l���Z�g�]���l�n�k�o�^�b�e�e�Z�g�\�^���l�r�l�&
�m�^�f�l�'���M�a�k�h�n�`�a���h�g�`�h�b�g�`���m�k�Z�b�g�&
ing programs, students and 
�l�m�Z�_�_���p�b�e�e���[�^���^�]�n�\�Z�m�^�]���h�g���k�^�\�&
�h�`�g�b�s�b�g�`���Z�g�]���k�^�i�h�k�m�b�g�`���i�h�m�^�g�&
tial threats. Collaboration 
�p�b�m�a���e�Z�p���^�g�_�h�k�\�^�f�^�g�m���Z�`�^�g�&
�\�b�^�l���_�h�k���c�h�b�g�m���]�k�b�e�e�l���Z�g�]���l�^�\�n�k�b�&
ty assessments is essential for 
student and staff safety.

How do you plan to 
address the issue of teacher 
retention and recruitment in 
our district?: ���B���p�h�n�e�]���Z�]�]�k�^�l�l���m�a�b�l���p�b�m�a���l�^�o�&
�^�k�Z�e���l�m�k�Z�m�^�`�b�^�l�'���?�b�k�l�m�%���\�h�f�i�^�m�b�m�b�o�^���\�h�f�i�^�g�l�Z�&
tion packages should be offered to attract 
and retain talented educators, including 
salary increases and benefits that recognize 
�^�q�i�^�k�b�^�g�\�^���Z�g�]���i�^�k�_�h�k�f�Z�g�\�^�'���L�^�\�h�g�]�%���\�k�^�&
ating a supportive work environment with 
opportunities for professional development, 
mentorship programs, and collaborative 
planning enhances job satisfaction and 
�`�k�h�p�m�a�'���M�a�b�k�]�%���^�g�l�n�k�b�g�`���f�Z�g�Z�`�^�Z�[�e�^���p�h�k�d�&
loads to reduce burnout and stress. Lastly, 
�_�h�l�m�^�k�b�g�`���Z���\�n�e�m�n�k�^���h�_���k�^�l�i�^�\�m�%���h�i�^�g���\�h�f�f�n�&
�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g�%���Z�g�]���Z�i�i�k�^�\�b�Z�m�b�h�g���_�h�k���^�]�n�\�Z�m�h�k�l����
contributions cultivates a positive workplace 
�Z�m�f�h�l�i�a�^�k�^���m�a�Z�m���^�g�\�h�n�k�Z�`�^�l���e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f���\�h�f�&
mitment and retention.

How do you plan to address the issue 
of teacher retention and recruitment in 
our district?: As your next school board 
member, I would recommend a plan to 
implement a comprehensive strategy that 
includes offering competitive salaries 
and benefits commensurate with the cost 
of living in the area, launching targeted 
recruitment campaigns, and recommending 
�`�k�h�p�&�r�h�n�k�&�h�p�g���Z�g�]���Z�e�m�^�k�g�Z�m�b�o�^���\�^�k�m�b�_�b�\�Z�&
�m�b�h�g���i�k�h�`�k�Z�f�l�'���;�r���i�k�h�f�h�m�b�g�`���h�n�k���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���l��

strengths, I would hope to 
�Z�m�m�k�Z�\�m���m�h�i���m�Z�e�^�g�m���Z�g�]���a�b�`�a�&
�e�b�`�a�m���h�n�k���l�n�i�i�h�k�m�b�o�^���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�&
ty, innovative programs, and 
�Z�f�i�e�^���i�k�h�_�^�l�l�b�h�g�Z�e���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�&
ment opportunities.

To retain teachers, I will 
�i�k�h�o�b�]�^���h�g�`�h�b�g�`�%���a�b�`�a�&�j�n�Z�e�b�m�r��
professional development, 
establish robust mentorship 
programs for new teachers, 
manage workloads to ensure 
adequate planning time 
and support, and create a 
positive work environment 
where teachers feel valued 
and respected. Regular 

�k�^�\�h�`�g�b�m�b�h�g���Z�g�]���k�^�p�Z�k�]�l���_�h�k���m�^�Z�\�a�^�k�l����
achievements would further enhance job 
satisfaction.

�?�b�g�Z�e�e�r�%���m�a�^���n�l�^���h�_���]�Z�m�Z�&�]�k�b�o�^�g���l�m�k�Z�m�^�`�b�^�l�%��
such as regular surveys and exit interviews, 
to gather feedback and identify areas for 
improvement.

3. What are your views on the role of 
technology in education, and how would you 
ensure all students have access to necessary 
technological resources?: I strongly believe 
that technology is important in education 
due to the advent of personal learning 
platforms which create content suitable for 
learners based on their needs. It enables 
�e�^�Z�k�g�b�g�`���Z�m���m�a�^���e�^�Z�k�g�^�k���l���h�p�g���i�Z�\�^�'���M�h���f�^�%��
this has leveled the ground for all learners, 
�]�^�e�b�o�^�k�l���f�^�`�Z���[�Z�g�d�l���h�_���b�g�_�h�k�f�Z�m�b�h�g�%���i�k�h�&
motes collaboration and communication 
through many of the digital tools.

My role as your next school board 
member would be to ensure that adequate 
resources are there to provide access to 
technology for educational purposes to all 
students.

 I ultimately believe that a classroom 
teacher is the best way to educate students.

  4.How would you address the concerns 

�Z�g�]���g�^�^�]�l���h�_���l�m�n�]�^�g�m�l���p�b�m�a���l�i�^�\�b�Z�e���^�]�n�\�Z�&
tion requirements?

As the District 4 school board member, 
my role would be to ensure that there are 
adequate resources available to meet 
the differentiated needs of all students in 
Nassau. This commitment involves several 
key actions and initiatives:

1. Resource Allocation
2. Staffing and Professional 

Development
3. Accountability
By focusing on these areas, I would 

strive to create an educational environment 
where every student in Nassau has the 
opportunity to succeed, regardless of their 
individual needs. My goal would be to 
ensure that all students receive the support, 
resources, and opportunities they need to 
�m�a�k�b�o�^���Z�\�Z�]�^�f�b�\�Z�e�e�r�%���l�h�\�b�Z�e�e�r�%���Z�g�]���^�f�h�m�b�h�g�&
ally.

  5.What measures would you implement 
to ensure the safety and security of stu-
dents and staff in Nassau County schools?:
The Nassau County School District is highly 
rated in Florida for meeting state safety 
and security guidelines. However, there are 
ongoing concerns about discipline, bullying, 
and a lack of support for administrators and 
teachers. These issues impact the ability to 
maintain a campus environment conducive 
to learning. To address these concerns, it is 
crucial that the Student Code of Conduct is 
enforced consistently at all levels, from the 
�\�e�Z�l�l�k�h�h�f���m�h���m�a�^���]�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���h�_�_�b�\�^�'���B���Z�f���\�h�f�f�b�m�&
ted to advocating for changes to the Code 
of Conduct to ensure a safe and supportive 
environment for all students, teachers, and 
staff. By prioritizing these improvements, 
we can create a school atmosphere where 
everyone feels secure and valued.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^��
�Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k��
�h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

904.568.4064;
kristisimpkins2@gmail.com

KRISTI SIMPKINS, NONPARTISAN
Seeking District 4 seat on Nassau County School Board
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OCEAN HIGHWAY AND PORT AUTHORITY - DISTRICT 1OCEAN HIGHWAY  AND PORT AUTHORITY - DISTRICT 1

QUESTION AND ANSWER:
Do you believe OHPA should sell its real 

estate holdings near the port? If so, how 
should the proceeds be spent?: No. As an 
�Z�m�m�h�k�g�^�r�%���B���m�Z�d�^���f�r���_�b�]�n�\�b�Z�k�r���]�n�m�b�^�l���l�^�k�b�h�n�l�&
ly. This is a sale of public assets without 
accountability for how the money will be 
spent. Without transparency and controls, 
�m�a�^���[�h�Z�k�]���\�Z�g���m���l�a�h�p���m�a�Z�m���m�a�^���l�Z�e�^���Z�g�]���g�^�p��
investment are indeed in the best interest 
of the public (our charter purpose).  No 
restrictions have been placed on the funds 
�Z�g�]���g�h���h�g�^���a�Z�l���i�k�^�l�^�g�m�^�]���Z���i�e�Z�g���_�h�k���k�^�b�g�&
vestment ROI. 

How would you rate the performance 
of the port operator? What are some good 
things they have done, and what could they 
do better?:

���&�;�^�m�m�^�k���^�f�i�e�h�r�^�^���[�^�g�^�_�b�m�l�%���f�h�k�^���^�f�i�a�Z�&
sis on safety.

�&���B�g�o�^�l�m�f�^�g�m�l�3���Z���g�^�p���`�n�Z�k�]���a�h�n�l�^�%���+�.�d��
sq ft warehouse, and haul out of the Ft. 
Clinch tug.

�&�K�^�\�^�g�m���[�n�l�b�g�^�l�l���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�f�^�g�m���l�n�\�\�^�l�l�^�l�3��
winning back a covered barge service to 
Puerto Rico.  

�&�H�A�I�:���Z�g�]���m�a�^���H�i�^�k�Z�m�h�k���Z�k�^���p�h�k�d�b�g�`��
to adopt more robust financial controls 
demonstrating that  OHPA is fulfilling its 
charter obligation to “control the revenues 
�]�^�k�b�o�^�]���_�k�h�f���T�i�n�[�e�b�\���Z�l�l�^�m�l�V���'���:�l���\�h�f�f�b�l�&
sioner, I have sponsored resolutions to 
require these reports to be delivered to 
�H�A�I�:�%���Z�g�]���Z�i�i�k�^�\�b�Z�m�^���m�a�^���H�i�^�k�Z�m�h�k���l��
continued cooperation. While these reports 
are already made to bond holders as 

required in our bond indenture, taking this 
additional step  confirms to the public that 
OHPA is receiving necessary financial and 
operational information as required under 
our Charter. 

How could the port attract new busi-
ness, especially to its properties out in the 
county?: In addition to recently won new 
business via Great Lakes covered barge 
service to Puerto Rico, the Port is pursuing 
�Z�]�]�b�m�b�h�g�Z�e���g�^�m�&�g�^�p���[�n�e�d���\�h�f�f�h�]�b�m�r���[�n�l�b�&
nesses which will utilize this  barge service. 
In addition to new Port business, as TPO 
board member I engage with Smart North 
Florida and our Clean Fuels Coalition 
to find ways to improve our operational 
efficiency within our existing footprint, 
and identify potential offsite investments 
�m�h���l�n�i�i�h�k�m���i�h�k�m�&�k�^�e�Z�m�^�]���Z�\�m�b�o�b�m�b�^�l�'���B���k�^�\�^�g�m�e�r��
supported OHPA and the Port Operator 
applying for an EPA grant to fund $75M in 
�b�g�o�^�l�m�f�^�g�m�l���b�g���e�h�p���h�k���g�h�&�^�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�l���o�^�a�b�\�e�^�l��
at the Port.  

�O�`�Y�l���[�g�m�d�\���Z�]���\�g�f�]���l�g���a�e�h�j�g�n�]���G�@�H�9���k��
relationship with the city of Fernandina 
Beach?:  Settle the PILOT Case.  Instead we 
should be focused on working together to 
accomplish resiliency planning, sustainable 
�]�^�o�^�e�h�i�f�^�g�m�%���m�k�Z�_�_�b�\���Z�g�]���b�g�_�k�Z�l�m�k�n�\�m�n�k�^���i�e�Z�g�&
ning and skilled workforce development. 

What do you consider to be the most 
critical issues facing our community?:
Infrastructure, Economic balance and 
resiliency. Currently 3/4 of our population 
leaves the county daily for work, and our 
�\�h�Z�l�m�Z�e���Z�g�]���e�h�p�&�e�r�b�g�`�����k�h�Z�]�l�%���m�k�Z�b�e�l�%���i�h�k�m�l��
and rails will need significant investments if 

projected growth becomes a reality. Water 
and wastewater infrastructure is also of 
�\�k�b�m�b�\�Z�e���b�f�i�h�k�m�Z�g�\�^���_�h�k���\�h�f�f�^�k�\�b�Z�e���Z�g�]���[�n�l�b�&
�g�^�l�l���]�^�o�^�e�h�i�f�^�g�m���Z�g�]���Z�l���i�e�Z�g�g�^�k�l���Z�g�m�b�\�&
ipate growth being driven to more rural 
�i�Z�k�m�l���h�_���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r�'�����I�n�[�e�b�\�&�i�k�b�o�Z�m�^��
�i�Z�k�m�g�^�k�l�a�b�i�l���Z�g�]���f�n�e�m�b�&�e�Z�r�^�k�^�]���_�n�g�]�b�g�`���l�m�k�Z�m�&
egies will be critical to positioning Nassau 
County for success. 

What specific policies or initiatives will 
you prioritize if elected?: ���B�_���k�^�&�^�e�^�\�m�^�]�%���B��
will continue to enact policies to enhance 
�H�A�I�:���l���i�n�[�e�b�\���^�g�`�Z�`�^�f�^�g�m�%���e�^�Z�]�b�g�`���\�h�e�&
laboration with our regional transportation 
planning organization, local and state 
governments, residents and businesses 
with a focus on improving transportation 
and housing, increasing job opportunities, 
community engagement, sustainability, and 
overall quality of life.  

How do you plan to involve and com-
municate with constituents?: I am the 
only commissioner seeking your vote who 
advocated for more public engagement 
in our Port Master Planning process, the 
only commissioner who actually took action 
based on your feedback, and the only 
commissioner who supported streaming our 
meetings online. Public office is a public 
trust. Thank you, Nassau County neighbors, 
for trusting me over the last 4 years and 
never hesitating to reach out with concerns. 
I strive to live up to your trust!

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^��
�Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k��
�h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

A fter serving in the United 
States armed forces. 87th 
Engineer Battalion during 

Vietnam. Danny attended 
Florida State University where 
he studied computer science and 
�`�k�Z�]�n�Z�m�b�g�`���_�k�h�f���N�G�?���Z�l���Z�g���a�h�g�&
ors student with a B.A. Degree 
in Education. He taught in the 
Nassau County school system 
for 27 years teaching Science 
at Callahan Jr. High and 
Physical Education and Health 
at Fernandina Beach Middle 
�L�\�a�h�h�e�'���A�^���Z�e�l�h���\�h�Z�\�a�^�]���[�Z�l�^�&
ball and football at FBHS and 
volleyball at FBMS.

Danny married his wife 
Joann Fullwood and they have 
been married for 53 years and 
are members of the N. 14th 
Street Baptist Church. Joann is 
a 1971 graduate of Fernandina 
Beach High School.  She was 
employed as a legal secretary 
for the Office of the Public 
Defender in Nassau County 
for 27 years and previously as 
clerk for Florida Public Utilities 
Company for 14 years.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
Candidate did not respond to 

�m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h��
answer questions.

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l��
�i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^��
�l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��
�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&
�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

M iriam Hill is the current chair of the 
Ocean Highway and Port Authority, and 
Commissioner for District 1. Commissioner 

�A�b�e�e���e�b�o�^�l���p�b�m�a���a�^�k���a�n�l�[�Z�g�]���<�a�k�b�l���Z�g�]���m�a�^�b�k���l�^�o�^�g�&
�r�^�Z�k�&�h�e�]���]�Z�n�`�a�m�^�k���K�Z�a�g�b���b�g���<�a�k�b�l���l���\�a�b�e�]�a�h�h�]���a�h�f�^��
in Fernandina. Most weekends you can find the Hill 
family working outside in their yard, walking to the 
Saturday farmers market, or engaging in any sort of 
water sports at the beach or on the water.  Ms. Hill is 
an attorney, having practiced 14 years in northeast 
�?�e�h�k�b�]�Z���b�g���<�h�k�i�h�k�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���;�n�l�b�g�^�l�l���e�Z�p�'���L�a�^���a�Z�l���k�^�i�&
�k�^�l�^�g�m�^�]���e�Z�g�]�h�p�g�^�k�l�%���l�f�Z�e�e���[�n�l�b�g�^�l�l�^�l�%���Z�g�]���f�n�e�m�b�g�Z�&
tional corporations. She graduated with honors from 
FSU College of Law, has an MBA in Finance from the 
�N�g�b�o�^�k�l�b�m�r���h�_���G�h�k�m�a���?�e�h�k�b�]�Z�%���Z�g�]���Z���;�Z�\�a�^�e�h�k���l���]�^�`�k�^�^��
in Finance from Augusta University. She holds an 
executive management certificate from the Harvard 
�D�^�g�g�^�]�r���L�\�a�h�h�e���b�g���B�g�_�k�Z�l�m�k�n�\�m�n�k�^���?�b�g�Z�g�\�^���Z�g�]���I�n�[�e�b�\�&
Private Partnerships. Since being elected in 2020, 
Miriam has adopted policies and procedures to improve the way 
OHPA conducts its affairs. Initiatives include: 

digitizing OHPA records/ streaming meetings
passing a Port master plan with broad community support
adopting an ethics policy for the OHPA board 
Three of the most critical issues currently facing OHPA stem from the 

2018 Operating Agreement with Worldwide Terminals. Issues include 
the PILOT litigation with the City of Fernandina Beach, the Nassau 
�<�h�n�g�m�r���I�k�h�i�^�k�m�r���:�i�i�k�Z�b�l�^�k���l���]�^�g�b�Z�e���h�_���H�A�I�:���l���m�Z�q�&�^�q�^�f�i�m���l�m�Z�m�n�l�%���Z�g�]��

the proposed sale of OHPA land adjacent to the Port 
of Fernandina.  The OHPA Commissioners who voted 
for the 2018 Operating Agreement, and who claimed 
�H�A�I�:���a�Z�]���g�h���f�h�g�^�r���m�h���i�Z�r���I�B�E�H�M���i�Z�r�f�^�g�m�l�%���h�k���i�k�h�&
�o�b�]�^���a�^�Z�e�m�a���b�g�l�n�k�Z�g�\�^���m�h���m�a�^�b�k���h�g�^���_�n�e�e�&�m�b�f�^���^�f�i�e�h�r�^�^�%���Z�m��
the same time voted to double their own salaries. They 
also plowed through over $800,000 in ARPA funds with 
no meaningful benefit to Port workers or the community. 
Now these same commissioners want to sell OHPA land 
adjacent to the Port, to fund operating and maintenance 
costs of the Port and make other “investments” but they 
will not commit to any restrictions on the funds.   These 
OHPA commissioners are not making decisions in the 
best interests of Nassau County and the state of Florida. 

�<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k���A�b�e�e���o�h�m�^�]���m�h���`�b�o�^���H�A�I�:���l���Z�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�&
tor a living wage and health insurance. She voted to 
settle costly litigation with the City of Fernandina Beach.  
Through a new invoice review process, she saved OHPA 
�h�o�^�k�����*�)�)�d���b�g���Z�]�f�b�g�b�l�m�k�Z�m�b�o�^���\�h�l�m�l�'�����B�_���k�^�&�^�e�^�\�m�^�]�%���<�a�Z�b�k��

�A�b�e�e���p�b�e�e���g�h�m���o�h�m�^���m�h���l�^�e�e���H�A�I�:���e�Z�g�]�'���L�a�^���p�b�e�e���^�g�l�n�k�^���m�a�Z�m���H�A�I�:���a�Z�l���\�h�g�&
�m�k�h�e���h�_���I�h�k�m���k�^�o�^�g�n�^�l���Z�g�]���k�^�f�Z�b�g�l���m�Z�q�&�^�q�^�f�i�m���Z�l���k�^�j�n�b�k�^�]���[�r���H�A�I�:���l��
charter. 

OHPA does not levy taxes, but it is responsible for some of Nassau 
�<�h�n�g�m�r���l���f�h�l�m���^�l�l�^�g�m�b�Z�e���b�g�_�k�Z�l�m�k�n�\�m�n�k�^���b�g�o�^�l�m�f�^�g�m�l�'���H�A�I�:���g�^�^�]�l���\�h�f�&
missioners who have good business sense, are accountable, and who 
act in the best interest of the citizens of Nassau County and the state of 
Florida.  All Nassau voters will elect OHPA District 1 and District 2 on 
�:�n�`�n�l�m���+�)�'���I�e�^�Z�l�^���o�h�m�^���m�h���k�^�&�^�e�^�\�m���F�b�k�b�Z�f���A�b�e�e���_�h�k���H�A�I�:���=�b�l�m�k�b�\�m���*����

321.202.0636;
miriam@miriamrhill.com

904.716.8668;
dannyfullwood@bellsouth.net;

www.fullwood4port.com

DANNY FULLWOOD 
REPUBLICAN 

Seeking District 1 seat of Ocean 
Highway and Port Authority

M IRIAM HILL, REPUBLICAN, INCUMBENT
Seeking re-election to District 1 seat of Ocean Highway and Port Authority
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OCEAN HIGHWAY AND PORT AUTHORITY - DISTRICT 2OCEAN HIGHWAY  AND PORT AUTHORITY - DISTRICT 2

QUESTION AND ANSWER:
  Do you believe OHPA should sell its real estate 

holdings near the port? OHPA should not be selling 
�h�_���K�^�Z�e���>�l�m�Z�m�^���_�h�k���Z���*�&�m�b�f�^���b�g�_�n�l�b�h�g���h�_���\�Z�l�a�'�����M�a�^�r���p�b�e�e��
blow the cash immediately and have nothing to show.  
OHPA has a history of making bad business decisions 
�Z�g�]���m�a�b�l���p�b�e�e���[�^���h�g�^���h�_���m�a�^�f�'���B�_���l�h�%���a�h�p���l�a�h�n�e�]���m�a�^���i�k�h�&
�\�^�^�]�l���[�^���l�i�^�g�m�8���M�a�^�r���l�a�h�n�e�]���g�h�m���l�^�e�e���Z�g�r���k�^�Z�e�&�^�l�m�Z�m�^�'

How would you rate the performance of the port 
operator?  I would give the current Port Operator 
a POOR or UNSATISFACTORY rating. Personally, 
I think the Port Operator should be fired.  The Port 
Operator not been a good partner with OPHA or the 
residents of Nassau County. The Operator will not let 
OPHA Commissioners on the Tugboat OPHA owns 
and is tied up at the Port so they can get information 
off the tug to sell.  The Port Operator was also given 
a Stop Work Order by OPHA when it was known 
�m�a�^�r���p�^�k�^���[�n�b�e�]�b�g�`���m�a�^���<�e�h�m�a���P�Z�k�^�a�h�n�l�^�l���b�g���Z���e�h�\�Z�&
tion that was not agreed upon and ignored it. When 
�Z�l�d�^�]���[�r���H�I�A�:���p�a�r���]�b�]�g���m���r�h�n���l�m�h�i���p�h�k�d�%���m�a�^�r���l�Z�b�]��
the new location was better for them even though it 
blocks the view of the water by residents downtown. 
What are some good things they have done, and 
what could they do better? The Port Operator has not 
done anything good for the Port Authority or for the 
Community. The best thing the Port Operator could do 
�[�^�m�m�^�k���_�h�k���H�A�I�:�%���Z�g�]���m�a�^���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���b�l���k�^�l�b�`�g�(�m�^�k�f�b�&
nate their port contract. The Port Operator has done 
nothing but throw up blockades every time OPHA 
Commissioners ask for something.

How could the port attract new business, especially 
to its properties out in the county?   I know of a few 
companies that would build large warehouses on the 

Westside that would benefit the community 
and the Port.  I currently do not trust some 
of the OPHA Commissioners in office to 
make it successful and they would ruin the 
deal.  I even volunteered my services for 
$1 a year to grow the business but was 
shot down.  They hired another person for 
$130,000 a year and had to let him go 
due to being unable to pay his contract.

�O�`�Y�l���[�g�m�d�\���Z�]���\�g�f�]���l�g���a�e�h�j�g�n�]���G�@�H�9���k��
relationship with the city of Fernandina 
Beach?  The fastest way to improve the 
relationship is to go back to the original 
agreement of Payment In Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT).  It was a bad idea on the OHPA 
Commissioners who made that decision as 
a lot of taxpayers money is going towards 
litigation. Instead of selling off their Real 
Estate downtown, OPHA could turn those 
properties into a park in the interim until 

something more permanent has been decided for the 
locations.  The real problem is that some of the current 
�H�I�A�:���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k�l���]�h���g�h�m���p�Z�g�m���m�h���k�^�i�Z�b�k���m�a�^���k�^�e�Z�&
tionship between OHPA and the City of Fernandina 
Beach and are enjoying the riff.   We need new and 
experienced Port Commissioners on the board and 
that is why I am running.

What do you consider to be the most critical issues 
facing our community?  The most critical issue today 
in our county is growth.  I feel that the County and 
City Commissioners should put a hold on all new 
�[�n�b�e�]�b�g�`���i�^�k�f�b�m�l���_�h�k���*�&�r�^�Z�k�'�����M�a�^�g���o�h�m�^���h�g���Z���i�e�Z�g���m�a�Z�m��
if a developer comes in and builds on 5 acres then 5 
�Z�\�k�^�l���l�a�h�n�e�]���[�^���i�e�Z�\�^�]���b�g���\�h�g�l�^�k�o�Z�m�b�h�g�'���L�h�%���b�_���Z���]�^�o�^�e�&
oper builds on 5 acres in Fernandina Beach, then 5 
acres are set aside in Fernandina Beach, not on the 
Westside of the county. Where they build is where the 
�\�h�g�l�^�k�o�Z�m�b�h�g���l�a�h�n�e�]���[�^�'�����P�^���Z�k�^���]�^�l�m�k�h�r�b�g�`���h�n�k���\�h�f�&
munity with this massive growth, and we will not be 
able to enjoy any of its natural beauty much longer.   

What specific policies or initiatives will you priori-
tize if elected?  To fix the relationship between OHPA 
and the City of Fernandina Beach.  Then fix the Port 
Operator agreement so OHPA gets some real revenue 
�b�g�l�m�^�Z�]���h�_���i�^�g�g�b�^�l���h�g���m�a�^���]�h�e�e�Z�k�'�����M�h���[�k�b�g�`���g�^�p���[�n�l�b�&
nesses in that are agreeable with our community and 
then have OHPA more involved in our community in a 
positive light by giving back. 

How do you plan to involve and communicate with 
constituents?  We need to get the Port on more social 
media platforms so the community can see what is 
going on.  I will also go on social media personally to 
let the community know what is happening whether it 
is good or bad.  We need more public participation 
at the meetings so we can hear what the community 
thinks about different programs the Port is involved in.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m��
�Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]��
�[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

James C. Dubberly, Jr., (Jimmy) is 
a Fernandina Beach native and a 
graduate of Fernandina Beach High 

School. After graduation Jimmy joined 
the military and served 21 years in the 
US Coast Guard. Being in the Coast 
Guard afforded him the opportunity 
to serve under the Captain of the Port 
and work with many Ports all cross the 
United States. During his military career, 
Jimmy continued his studies and earned 
his Undergraduate Degree in Business 
�F�Z�g�Z�`�^�f�^�g�m���Z�g�]���F�Z�l�m�^�k���l���=�^�`�k�^�^���b�g��
Business Administration and Human 
Resources.

After retiring from the US Coast 
Guard Jimmy went to work for Raytheon 
and IBM where he was a Business 
Development consultant for several US 
Ports. Today Jimmy is the CEO / Owner 
of Compass Global Business Services, 
�E�E�<�'���p�a�b�\�a���b�l���Z���L�^�k�o�b�\�^�&�=�b�l�Z�[�e�^�]���O�^�m�^�k�Z�g���H�p�g�^�]���L�f�Z�e�e��
Business Headquartered in Fernandina Beach, Florida. 
His company does work with the US Government and 
Department of Defense. 

City of Fernandina Beach 
Commissioner, Seat 3

904-753-6263; dubberly@
comcast.net

SCOTT MOORE, REPUBLICAN
Seeking District 2 seat of OHPA

“I am proud and honored to 
announce my candidacy 
to be YOUR representative 

on the Ocean Highway & Port 
�:�n�m�a�h�k�b�m�r�'���B�g���m�a�^�l�^���m�k�h�n�[�e�b�g�`���^�\�h�g�h�f�&
ic and political times, it is imperative 
that your local officials live up to 
their elected mandate and provide 
economic opportunities to every 
Citizen in Nassau County.”

“The Ocean Highway & Port 
Authority is undergoing a period 
of sever financial stress brought on 
by a number of lawsuits and poorly 
�p�k�b�m�m�^�g���Z�`�k�^�^�f�^�g�m�l���m�a�Z�m���e�b�f�b�m���H�A�I�:���l��
�Z�[�b�e�b�m�r���m�h���i�^�k�_�h�k�f���b�m�l���e�^�`�b�l�e�Z�m�b�o�^���f�Z�g�&
date to be the economic engine for 
all of Nassau County. I pledge to 
each of you that I will bring these 

lawsuits to an end as quickly as possible and to extricate the OHPA 
from the poor agreements it has made.”

“The Florida legislature established OHPA as one of the only 
elected bodies in Nassau County funded exclusively by service fees. 
�M�a�^���H�A�I�:���]�h�^�l�g���m���]�^�k�b�o�^���h�g�^���i�^�g�g�r���b�g���m�Z�q�^�l���_�k�h�f���m�a�^���\�b�m�b�s�^�g�l���b�m��
represents.”

�
�M�h���_�n�e�_�b�e�e���H�A�I�:���l���f�Z�g�]�Z�m�^�%���m�a�^���E�^�`�b�l�e�Z�m�n�k�^���`�Z�o�^���H�A�I�:���m�k�^�f�^�g�&
dous authority to build businesses and support the entire Nassau 
County community. While the Port of Fernandina is certainly part of 
�H�A�I�:���g�h�p���Z�g�]���p�b�e�e���[�^���b�g���m�a�^���_�n�m�n�k�^�%���b�m���b�l���\�k�b�m�b�\�Z�e���m�a�Z�m���H�A�I�:���]�^�o�^�e�&
op business opportunities in Hilliard, Calihan Yulee and the rest of 
Nassau County.”

“As your Commissioner, I pledge to:
1.Return OHPA to its position as an economic engine for all 

of Nassau County – OHPA should be more than just the Port of 
Fernandina. I pledge to expand OHPA to provide opportunities and

improve quality of life in Calihan, Hilliard, Yulee and the rest of 
Nassau County.

2. Develop New Lines of Business – The Florida Legislature gave 
�H�A�I�:���m�k�^�f�^�g�]�h�n�l���Z�n�m�a�h�k�b�m�r���m�h���]�^�o�^�e�h�i���i�n�[�e�b�\���Z�g�]���i�k�b�o�Z�m�^���i�Z�k�m�g�^�k�&
ships. I pledge to seek out public and private business

�h�i�i�h�k�m�n�g�b�m�b�^�l���m�h���a�^�e�i���H�A�I�:���[�^�\�h�f�^���_�b�g�Z�g�\�b�Z�e�e�r���l�m�Z�[�e�^���Z�g�]���]�^�e�b�o�&
er the service to the county the

legislature envisioned.
3. Stop Throwing Good Money After Bad – OHPA has entered 

into agreements that have proven to be less than ideal. I pledge 
to work every day to identify and extricate OHPA from these bad 
agreements and negotiate agreements that are fair. But until such 
time as we can negotiate faireragreements, I will live up to the terms 
of our existing agreements and PAY OUR BILLS.

4. Be Transparent in All I Do – I pledge to you that every vote 
I make will be based on my open and active discussions with you, 
�m�a�^���<�b�m�b�s�^�g�l���h�_���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r�'���B���p�b�e�e���a�Z�o�^���Z�g���h�i�^�g�&�]�h�h�k���i�h�e�b�\�r��
with every Nassau County Citizen where I promise to listen to 
your concerns and explain every vote that I make as your OHPA 
Commissioner.”

�:���e�b�_�^���]�^�_�b�g�^�]���[�r���a�Z�k�]���p�h�k�d���Z�g�]���i�n�[�e�b�\���l�^�k�o�b�\�^�'���L�\�h�m�m���l���f�Z�k�b�g�^��
�k�h�h�m�l���k�n�g���]�^�^�i���;�h�k�g���Z�g�]���k�Z�b�l�^�]���b�g���m�a�^���m�b�]�^�&�p�Z�m�^�k���Z�k�^�Z���h�_���m�a�^��
Chesapeake Bay, Scott is retired from the Department of Homeland 
Securities Customs and Border Protection where he served as the 
Director of Marine Operations for the Caribbean Theater. Scott is 
�Z�e�l�h���Z���k�^�m�b�k�^�]���N�L�:�?���o�^�m�^�k�Z�g���p�a�^�k�^���a�^���\�h�f�f�Z�g�]�^�]���B�g�m�^�e�e�b�`�^�g�\�^���\�h�e�&
lection teams during Desert Storm, Haiti and Panama.

Scott has lived his life by one creed…The American People need 
more from their public servants.

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]��
�[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

301-401-1662; 
mooreforflorida22@gmail.com; 
wwwMoore4Florida.com

JIMMY  DUBBERLY, REPUBLICAN
Seeking District 2 seat of OHPA
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CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH MAYORCITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH MAYOR

JAMES ANTUN, 
NONPARTISAN

Seeking Office of City of 
Fernandina Beach Mayor Darron Ayscue is a candidate for City of Fernandina 

�;�^�Z�\�a���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�^�k�%���L�^�Z�m���.�%���Z���e�h�\�Z�e���_�b�k�^�&�_�b�`�a�m�^�k�%���Z�g�]��
�+�)�&�i�e�n�l���r�^�Z�k���k�^�l�b�]�^�g�m���h�_���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���<�h�n�g�m�r�'

One of the most important functions of government is 
to develop policies in the form of ordnances, zoning, and 
�k�^�`�n�e�Z�m�b�h�g�l���m�a�Z�m���^�g�l�n�k�^���m�a�^���l�Z�_�^�m�r���Z�g�]���p�^�e�e�&�[�^�b�g�`���h�_���k�^�l�b�]�^�g�m�l��
and visitors.

These policies should be well thought out, have the 
support of the majority of residents, and be enforceable. 
One of the most recent ordinances adopted by the City of 
�?�^�k�g�Z�g�]�b�g�Z���;�^�Z�\�a���]�h�^�l�g���m���f�^�^�m���Z�g�r���h�_���m�a�^�l�^���\�k�b�m�^�k�b�Z�'��

Why did the City adopt a no smoking ban on the beach and 
�b�g���\�b�m�r���i�Z�k�d�l�8�����B���Z�f���g�h�m���Z���l�f�h�d�̂ �k�'���B���f���Z���e�h�\�Z�e���_�b�k�̂ �_�b�̀ �a�m�̂ �k���Z�g�]���d�g�h�p��
�m�a�̂ ���a�Z�s�Z�k�]�l���i�h�l�̂ �]���[�r���l�f�h�d�b�g�̀ �'���:�e�[�̂ �b�m���m�a�Z�m���B���]�h�g���m���f�b�g�]���m�a�Z�m���h�m�a�̂ �k��
�i�̂ �h�i�e�̂ ���l�f�h�d�̂ �%���B���Z�e�l�h���]�h�g���m���p�Z�g�m���m�h���l�m�̂ �i���h�g���Z���]�b�l�\�Z�k�]�̂ �]���\�b�̀ �Z�k�̂ �m�m�̂ ��
or cigar butt at the beach any more than anyone else.

However, when the city enacts a ban on smoking on the 
�[�^�Z�\�a���Z�g�]���\�b�m�r���i�Z�k�d�l���p�^���a�^�Z�k���m�h�h���f�Z�g�r���k�^�Z�l�h�g�l���p�a�r���m�a�Z�m���]�h�^�l�g���m��
make sense. Is it because of littering? The city already has a fine 
for littering that is already difficult to enforce. Is it because the smoke is annoying 
�h�k���Z���a�Z�s�Z�k�]���m�h���m�a�h�l�^���b�g���m�a�^���h�i�^�g�&�Z�b�k���l�^�m�m�b�g�`�8���B�_���m�a�Z�m���l���m�a�^���\�Z�l�^�%���p�a�r���Z�k�^���\�b�`�Z�k�l���l�m�b�e�e��
allowed? And how is this contradictory ordinance going to be enforced?

�I�h�h�k�e�r���m�a�h�n�`�a�m�&�h�n�m���h�k�]�b�g�Z�g�\�^�l���e�b�d�^���m�a�b�l���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���l�a�k�b�g�d���m�a�^���_�k�^�^�]�h�f�l���h�_��

the general public to interact peacefully and responsibly on the 
beach and in the city parks. 

I highlight the smoking ban as one example of government 
overreach and knee jerk reaction to perceived problems rather 
�m�a�Z�g���Z���p�^�e�e���m�a�h�n�`�a�m���h�n�m���\�h�f�f�h�g�&�l�^�g�l�^���Z�i�i�k�h�Z�\�a�'

We continue to condense freedoms for all to satisfy the 
thirst of those few that operate in the abstract. We should strive 
�m�h���i�k�h�m�^�\�m���h�n�k���g�^�b�`�a�[�h�k�l�����_�k�^�^�]�h�f�l���Z�l���_�^�o�^�k�b�l�a�e�r���Z�l���h�n�k���h�p�g�'��
We have become a government of the governing instead of a 
government for the people. That needs to change.

�P�a�^�g���`�h�o�^�k�g�f�^�g�m�l���_�b�g�]���p�Z�r�l���m�h���k�^�l�m�k�b�\�m���_�h�k���g�h���l�^�g�l�b�[�e�^���k�^�Z�&
son, the freedoms of ourselves and our neighbors we need to 
make changes.  As a city commissioner my promise is to bring 
common sense into the conversation and approach every issue 
with freedom of the people as the central goal.

My objective is to study all sides of the issues and produce 
policies that are productive and sensible, not punch lines.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�&

tions.
Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�&

�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

904-780-4480;
dcayscue@bellsouth.net

516-547-5309
antun91@yahoo.com

Candidate did not respond 
�m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g��
to publish a profile.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
Candidate did not respond 

�m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g��
to answer questions.

DARRON AYSCUE, NONPARTISAN
Seeking Office of City of Fernandina Beach Mayor
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FERNANDINA BEACH CITY COMMISSION  - SEAT 1FERNANDINA BEACH CITY COMMISSION  - SEAT 1
BRADLEY BEAN, NONPARTISAN
Seeking Seat 1 on Fernandin Beach 
City Commission

I �Z�f���;�k�Z�]�e�̂ �r���;�̂ �Z�g�%���Z�g�]���B���Z�f���k�n�g�g�b�g�̀ ���_�h�k���k�̂ �&�̂ �e�̂ �\�&
tion to the Fernandina Beach City Commission. 
For the last four years, I have served on the 

commission, and I am currently serving as 
Mayor. It is an 
honor to have 
been elected to 
represent my 
home.

We have 
accomplished a 
lot over the last 
four years. This 
past year, we 
did not raise 
taxes for the 
first time in over 
a decade. We 
stopped the 
constant raising 
of our taxes 
�p�a�b�e�^���b�f�i�e�^�&
menting the 
largest budget 

ever for public safety. The budget also included 
�f�n�\�a�&�g�^�^�]�^�]���b�f�i�k�h�o�^�f�^�g�m�l���Z�g�]���f�Z�b�g�m�^�g�Z�g�\�^��
to beach walkovers, sidewalks, and streets. We 
revitalized the playground at Central Park to be 
bigger than ever before. We brought back the 
volleyball courts at Main Beach and secured 
funding to refurbish all pieces of equipment 
�Z�m���m�a�^���l�d�Z�m�^�i�Z�k�d�'���;�r���i�Z�k�m�g�^�k�b�g�`���p�b�m�a���e�h�\�Z�e���k�^�l�b�&
dents, we have been able to add seven more 
�Z�\�k�^�l���h�_���e�Z�g�]���b�g���h�n�k���<�b�m�r���m�h���i�^�k�f�Z�g�^�g�m���\�h�g�l�^�k�o�Z�&
tion. This means there is more protected land in 
conservation than ever before.

Over my four years on the commission, I 
have fought hard to repair relationships with 
local governments around our County. We 
are now working hand in hand with the School 
Board, Port Authority, and Nassau County 
Board of Commissioners to better serve you.

There is still more to achieve, and that is why I 
�Z�f���k�n�g�g�b�g�̀ ���_�h�k���k�̂ �&�̂ �e�̂ �\�m�b�h�g�'���B���p�b�e�e���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�̂ ���m�h���_�h�\�n�l��
�h�g���\�h�f�f�h�g�&�l�̂ �g�l�̂ ���[�n�]�̀ �̂ �m�b�g�̀ ���Z�g�]���h�n�k���j�n�Z�e�b�m�r���h�_��
life. As a city, it is vital that we protect our historic 
downtown by adding a riverwalk that doubles as 
a seawall and gives public access to the river for 
all. We need to make sure that Fernandina stays 
Fernandina. To me, that means a place where 
�r�h�n���\�Z�g���_�b�g�]���Z���̀ �h�h�]�&�i�Z�r�b�g�̀ ���c�h�[���Z�g�]���m�a�Z�m���i�̂ �h�i�e�̂ ��
still want to visit. This balance is what makes our 
home a special place to live.

It has been an honor to serve you, and I 
look forward to continuing to do so. This is the 
�\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���B���`�k�^�p���n�i���b�g�%���Z�g�]���b�m���b�l���m�a�^���\�h�f�f�n�&
nity where I will raise my family. Join me, and 
we will continue to put Fernandina First!

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
�<�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���]�b�]���g�h�m���k�^�l�i�h�g�]���m�h���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&

�E�^�Z�]�^�k���l���b�g�o�b�m�Z�m�b�h�g���m�h���Z�g�l�p�^�k���j�n�^�l�m�b�h�g�l�'
Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��

�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��
�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

JOYCE TUTEN, NONPARTISAN
Seeking Seat 1 on Fernandin Beach City Commission

Joyce Tuten is a retired high school science teacher, mother of two and married 31 years to her husband 
James, a retired U.S. Army Colonel. With every move, Joyce jumped into the community  — Big Sisters, 
PTO Boards, Athletic Boards, soccer coach, Army Family Readiness Group Leader, and city Sustainability 

Committee member at their last duty station in Maryland.
Joyce is a certified NOAA Climate Steward educator and an advocate for protecting the very things that make 

Fernandina a prized tourist destination. She knows that preserving our natural beauty will protect our economy. 
�;�n�m���Z�_�m�^�k���r�^�Z�k�l���h�_���Z�m�m�^�g�]�b�g�`���<�b�m�r���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g���f�^�^�m�b�g�`�l���Z�g�]���Z�]�o�h�\�Z�m�b�g�`���_�h�k���h�n�k���b�l�e�Z�g�]���l���g�Z�m�n�k�Z�e���[�^�Z�n�m�r�%���C�h�r�\�^��

is frustrated at the direction our City is going. She campaigned for communities her entire life and now she 
wants to give Fernandina citizens their voice back.

After moving to Fernandina, Joyce dove into the community, volunteering at the State Parks with dawn 
�m�n�k�m�e�^���g�^�l�m���i�Z�m�k�h�e�%���l�a�h�k�^�[�b�k�]���g�^�l�m���l�m�^�p�Z�k�]�b�g�`���Z�g�]���a�h�k�l�^�l�a�h�^���\�k�Z�[�l���m�Z�`�`�b�g�`�'���L�a�^���l���Z�g���B�g�o�Z�]�^�k���K�Z�b�]�^�k�%���k�^�f�h�o�b�g�`��
invasive plants throughout our City. She helped launch the annual Nature of the Greenway outdoor education 
field trip for Emma Love Elementary 5th graders. She serves on the Board of Florida Envirothon as the Current 
Events Chair, with the mission to help high school students develop an understanding of natural resources and 
achieve a balance between a high quality of life and a healthy environment. Joyce was a founding Board 
Member of Conserve Nassau with the mission to protect the treasured features of our island home.

301-471-9531;
joyce.tuten@gmail.com;

www.JoyceTuten.com

904-310-3100;
bradley@bradleybean.com;
www.BradleyBean.com

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Do you believe the city should issue a 
building permit for a bioethanol plant in the 
RYAM campus?: “Chemical or petroleum 
manufacturing or refining” is prohibited by 
both our Comprehensive Plan and our Land 
Development Code. As a retired chemistry 
teacher, I know ethanol is a chemical. The City 
Commission paid for a consulting attorney 
who gave the same opinion that our laws 
“expressly prohibit the proposed use on the 
Property.” RYAM proposes to manufacture 
ethanol by fermentation and distillation. The 
final mixture must then be refined with other 
chemicals to fully separate the water from the 
ethanol. I will not vote to violate our City laws. 

Do you support moving forward to get 
a bond on the ballot, the proceeds of which 
would pay for resiliency efforts on the Amelia 
River waterfront and a revitalization of the 
historic downtown?:  I would support putting 
a bond referendum before the citizens after 
we have a fully designed resiliency plan that 
protects the historic downtown from flooding. 
�<�n�k�k�^�g�m�e�r���p�^���]�h�g���m���a�Z�o�^���Z���i�e�Z�g���Z�g�]���p�^���]�h�g���m��
know the costs, including future maintenance. 
�B�m���l���i�k�^�f�Z�m�n�k�^���m�h���m�Z�e�d���Z�[�h�n�m���Z���[�h�g�]�'���M�a�^���<�b�m�r��
�a�Z�l���Z�����+���f�b�e�e�b�h�g���`�k�Z�g�m���_�h�k���m�a�^���l�^�Z�p�Z�e�e���[�n�m���]�^�\�b�&
sions must be made about the future of Atlantic 
�L�^�Z�_�h�h�]���Z�g�]���f�Z�g�r���h�_���m�a�^���i�k�b�o�Z�m�^�e�r�&�h�p�g�^�]�%��
waterfront properties north of Centre Street. 

Do you support the current plans for the 
park at the riverfront?: For more than 20 
years, the citizens have expressed support for 
beautifying the waterfront. A plan is coming 
�m�h�`�^�m�a�^�k���m�h���i�k�h�o�b�]�^���l�n�\�a���Z���l�i�Z�\�^�'���M�a�^���^�q�b�l�m�&
�b�g�`���i�Z�k�d�b�g�`���e�h�m���b�l���p�^�]�`�^�&�l�a�Z�i�^�]���Z�g�]���p�Z�l�m�^�l��
�l�i�Z�\�^���Z�m���m�a�^���l�h�n�m�a���^�g�]�'���M�a�^���\�n�k�k�^�g�m���i�e�Z�g���n�m�b�&
lizes space more efficiently while maintaining 
parking and optimizing walking to enjoy the 
full length of the waterfront. The cost will be 
funded by both impact fees and the tree fund 
and not by taxpayer dollars. The City must 
then budget for future maintenance costs.

Do you support the city adopting a bud-
get based on the rollback rate, which would 
require cuts in certain areas to allow for 
increases in employee pay and funding of 
some capital improvement projects?:  The 

�I�h�e�b�\�^���<�a�b�^�_���k�^�j�n�^�l�m�^�]���,���Z�]�]�b�m�b�h�g�Z�e���i�h�e�b�\�^���h�_�_�b�&
�\�^�k�l���Z�g�]���m�a�^���?�b�k�^���<�a�b�^�_���k�^�j�n�^�l�m�^�]���,���f�h�k�^���_�b�k�^�&
fighters in order to maintain our current level 
of service. That cost exceeds $600,000. The 
�<�b�m�r���l���g�^�`�h�m�b�Z�m�^�]���Z�`�k�^�^�f�^�g�m���p�b�m�a���l�m�Z�_�_���i�k�h�o�b�]�^�l��
a 3% raise that will cost about $600,000. 
Health care costs for City employees increased 
�[�r�����-�)�)�%�)�)�)�'���M�a�^���\�h�l�m���h�_���_�n�^�e�%���^�e�^�\�m�k�b�\�b�m�r�%���\�h�g�&
crete, asphalt (and more!) has all increased 
in price. If the rollback rate is adopted again, 
the City would collect an additional $500,000 
in tax revenue over last year. These numbers 
�]�h�g���m���Z�]�]���n�i�'���M�a�^���<�b�m�r���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g���k�^�c�^�\�m�^�]��
the advice of their paid consultant and staff 
who suggested raising new construction 
stormwater impact fees to generate money to 
support our aging infrastructure. Instead, the 
Commission voted for a 9% decrease in cost, 
shifting maintenance burdens more heavily on 
existing homeowners. This was a poor decision 
and a missed opportunity. If the rollback rate 
is adopted again, the City Commissioners must 
be better stewards of taxpayer dollars. If the 
rollback rate is adopted again, citizens must 
accept a reduction in services if the City fails to 
find alternative revenue sources.  

Do you believe the current city commission 
works well with the community and listens to 
its constituents when making decisions that 
affect them?:  No. The majority of the City 
Commission voted to move public comment, 
for items not on the agenda, to the end of 
the meeting. The majority of the Commission 
is against a question/answer style Town Hall 
meeting. The majority has ignored the advice 
of paid consultants and staff. The majority 
voted to give themselves a 50% pay raise, 
instead of deferring the raise to the future 
�\�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�'���M�a�^���f�Z�c�h�k�b�m�r���b�`�g�h�k�^�]���m�a�^���n�g�Z�g�b�&
mous decision of the Planning Advisory Board 
and voted to allow developers to subdivide 
single family lots on the Tringali property and 
increase density in our downtown.

What do you consider to be the most criti-
cal issues facing our community?: Safety: The 
�?�b�k�^���<�a�b�^�_���Z�g�]���I�h�e�b�\�^���<�a�b�^�_���[�h�m�a���a�Z�o�^���n�g�_�n�g�]�&
ed requests to hire more staff to maintain the 
�<�b�m�r���l���\�n�k�k�^�g�m���e�^�o�^�e���h�_���l�Z�_�^�m�r�'���:���`�h�o�^�k�g�f�^�g�m���l��
number one priority must be to keep citizens 

safe. We need to fund our first responders 
and prioritize safety.

���J�n�Z�e�b�m�r���h�_���E�b�_�^�3���P�^���Z�k�^���Z�m���k�b�l�d���h�_���`�h�b�g�`��
down a road of destruction that too many 
Florida beach towns have already gone! 
We need better not bigger. We can grow 
to intolerable levels or we can take charge 
of our future. We are at a critical tipping 
point that threatens to redefine Fernandina. 
Our economy is secure when we protect 
�h�n�k���g�Z�m�n�k�Z�e���[�^�Z�n�m�r���Z�g�]���l�f�Z�e�e�&�m�h�p�g���_�^�^�e�'���H�n�k��
natural beauty and historic downtown are the 
economic engine of the community. We must 
�i�k�h�m�^�\�m���m�a�^�f���[�h�m�a���m�h���l�Z�_�^�`�n�Z�k�]���h�n�k���e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f��
future and maintain our sense of place.

 Flooding: The historic downtown must 
be protected from flooding that is regularly 
occurring. Timely completion of the seawall 
is necessary along with enhancing living 
shoreline grasses and oyster beds. The cost of 
flood insurance increases each year. The City 
must be proactive to manage flooding that 
threatens the island.

What specific policies or initiatives will you 
prioritize if elected?:  I will support the Police 
Chief and Fire Chief to maintain the safety 
of Fernandina. I will protect the character of 
our neighborhoods. I will not vote for zoning 
changes that allow for increased density. I will 
support the City staff and give them the tools 
they need to maintain our sewer system, water 
system, stormwater management and roads. I 
will vote to fund land conservation. I will work 
to address the issue of workforce housing.

How do you plan to involve and communi-
cate with constituents?: I will vote for the City 
Commission to host a regular Town Hall forum 
�_�h�k���i�n�[�e�b�\���J���:�'���B���p�b�e�e���o�h�m�^���m�h���f�h�o�^���i�n�[�e�b�\��
comment back to the beginning of meetings. 
As a recently retired high school science 
teacher, I have the time and energy to commit 
as a servant leader to the community. I will 
answer all emails and phone calls. I will work 
�m�h���f�^�^�m���p�b�m�a���`�k�h�n�i�l���Z�g�]���h�k�`�Z�g�b�s�Z�m�b�h�g�l���m�h���[�^�m�&
ter understand citizen concerns and needs.

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��
�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k��
�\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'
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QUESTION AND ANSWER

Do you believe the city should issue a building 
permit for a bioethanol plant in the RYAM campus?

The Comprehensive Land Use Plan is very clear as 
to what is allowable within each zoning designation 
in the city.  I do not believe that the bioethanol project 
�f�^�^�m�l���m�a�^���<�h�f�i�k�^�a�^�g�l�b�o�^���E�Z�g�]���N�l�^���I�e�Z�g���k�^�j�n�b�k�^�&
ments, therefore any building permits would not be 
issued.  Also, we should be actively listening to the 
community, as this issue is critical to the welfare and 
safety of the entire island and much of the county.

Do you support moving forward to get a bond on the ballot, the proceeds of 
which would pay for resiliency efforts on the Amelia River waterfront and a revital-
ization of the historic downtown?: Protecting and preserving our historic downtown 
is a top priority. That includes the safety of residents and business owners and their 
businesses.  A detailed and clearly planned out set of projects is critical to any real 
�]�b�l�\�n�l�l�b�h�g���Z�[�h�n�m���Z���[�h�g�]���k�^�_�^�k�^�g�]�n�f�'�����H�n�k���\�b�m�b�s�^�g�l���]�^�l�^�k�o�^���g�h�m�a�b�g�`���e�^�l�l�'�����M�p�h���^�e�^�\�&
tion cycles will now have passed without any real movement on this issue.  Another 
example of the lack of leadership and ability to listen to the community that we have 
seen with alarming consistently from this commission.

Do you support the current plans for the park at the riverfront?: I believe that 
�m�a�^�k�^���Z�k�^���l�h�f�^���b�f�i�k�h�o�^�f�^�g�m�l���m�a�Z�m���\�h�n�e�]���[�^���f�Z�]�^���m�h���m�a�^���p�Z�m�^�k�_�k�h�g�m���i�Z�k�d���Z�k�^�Z�%���[�^�m�&
�m�^�k���e�b�`�a�m�b�g�`�%���[�Z�m�a�k�h�h�f�l�%���f�h�k�^���l�^�Z�m�b�g�`���Z�g�]���k�^�&�e�h�h�d�b�g�`���Z�m���m�a�^���i�Z�k�d�b�g�`���_�h�k���[�h�m�a���[�h�Z�m��
trailers and cars. Just because there are impact fee dollars available, is not a just 
reason for turning a passive space into one more area that we cannot adequately 
maintain. Do you support the city adopting a budget based on the rollback rate, 
which would require cuts in certain areas to allow for increases in employee pay 
and funding of some capital improvement projects? : Poor budget management and 
unwillingness to take on tough issues is a hallmark of the current commission.  This is 
�r�^�m���Z�g�h�m�a�^�k���^�q�Z�f�i�e�^���h�_���i�h�h�k���i�e�Z�g�g�b�g�`���Z�g�]���g�h���e�h�g�`�&�m�^�k�f���l�m�k�Z�m�^�`�b�\���o�b�l�b�h�g���_�h�k���m�a�b�l���\�b�m�r�'��

 Do you believe the current city commission works well with the community and 
listens to its constituents when making decisions that affect them?: ���G�h�%���B���]�h�g���m�'����
Commissioners will state that they answer all emails and phone calls, but feedback 
from the community tells us they do not.  Their refusal to answer questions during 
�m�a�^���i�n�[�e�b�\���\�h�f�f�^�g�m���l�^�\�m�b�h�g���h�_���m�a�^���\�b�m�r���\�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g���f�^�^�m�b�g�`���b�l���b�g�l�n�e�m�b�g�`���m�h���m�a�^�b�k���\�h�g�l�m�b�m�&
uents.  Attacking citizens on social media platforms is just wrong.  Constituents may 
not always agree with decisions made by the board, but better communications and 
respect for all of the citizens of Fernandina Beach will go a long way in restoring 
�m�k�n�l�m���b�g���h�n�k���\�b�m�r���`�h�o�^�k�g�f�^�g�m�'���B�_���r�h�n���k�^���g�h�m���Z���`�h�h�]���e�b�l�m�^�g�^�k���r�h�n���l�a�h�n�e�]�g���m���[�^���Z���\�h�f�&
missioner.

 What do you consider to be the most critical issues facing our community?: Land 
�n�l�^���b�l�l�n�^�l���b�g�\�e�n�]�b�g�`���]�^�g�l�b�m�r���Z�g�]���`�k�h�p�m�a�4���A�b�l�m�h�k�b�\���]�h�p�g�m�h�p�g���Z�g�]���p�Z�m�^�k�_�k�h�g�m���k�^�o�b�m�Z�e�&
�b�s�Z�m�b�h�g�4���K�^�l�b�e�b�^�g�\�r���^�_�_�h�k�m�l���g�h�m���c�n�l�m���_�h�k���m�a�^���]�h�p�g�m�h�p�g���p�Z�m�^�k�_�k�h�g�m���[�n�m���Z�\�k�h�l�l���m�a�^���\�b�m�r�4��
�E�h�g�`���m�^�k�f���l�m�k�Z�m�^�`�b�\���i�e�Z�g�g�b�g�`�4���:�_�_�h�k�]�Z�[�e�^���a�h�n�l�b�g�`

 What specific policies or initiatives will you prioritize if elected?: ���A�b�k�^���Z���\�b�m�r���f�Z�g�&
ager that has the skills, experience and training to properly lead our city into the 
future. One with solid, current performance recommendations that can be checked 
�h�n�m�'���P�h�k�d���h�g���i�n�m�m�b�g�`���m�h�`�^�m�a�^�k���m�a�^���]�^�m�Z�b�e�l���g�^�^�]�^�]���m�h���f�Z�d�^���Z���]�^�\�b�l�b�h�g���h�g���Z���[�h�g�]���k�^�_�&
erendum for the downtown revitalization and waterfront resiliency.

Full review of city HR practices and organizational design that will better align 
performance with city goals and objectives.

How do you plan to involve and communicate with constituents? : The idea of a 
�k�^�`�n�e�Z�k�e�r���l�\�a�^�]�n�e�^�]���m�h�p�g���f�^�^�m�b�g�`���l�a�h�n�e�]���[�^���m�k�b�^�]�'�����B���m�a�b�g�d���j�n�Z�k�m�^�k�e�r���p�h�n�e�]���[�^���l�n�_�_�b�&
�\�b�^�g�m�4���F�h�o�^���m�a�^���i�n�[�e�b�\���\�h�f�f�^�g�m�l���[�Z�\�d���m�h���m�a�^���[�^�`�b�g�g�b�g�`���h�_���m�a�^���Z�`�^�g�]�Z���p�a�^�k�^���b�m���a�Z�l��
�[�^�^�g���_�h�k���f�Z�g�r���r�^�Z�k�l�4���>�q�i�e�Z�b�g���f�r���]�^�\�b�l�b�h�g�l���Z�g�]���o�h�m�^�l�4���:�g�]�%���f�h�l�m���b�f�i�h�k�m�Z�g�m�e�r�%���e�b�l�m�^�g��
to what our citizens have to say.

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�&
�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

FERNANDINA BEACH CITY COMMISSION  - SEAT 2FERNANDINA BEACH CITY COMMISSION  - SEAT 2
GENECE MINSHEW
Seeking District 2 seat on Fernandina Beach City Commission

404-314-0148; 
minshewforcitycommission@
gmail.com; www.minshew
forcitycommission.com

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Do you believe the city should issue a building 
permit for a bioethanol plant on the RYAM cam-
pus?: This is the proverbial “putting the cart before 
the horse.” Neither the city nor the city commission 
can preemptively approve or deny an application 
for building, expansion, or remodel. There has 
been no application submitted at this time, and 
therefore, it is wholly irresponsible, if not unethical, 
for any official to make any statement that could 
influence the application review process.

Do you support moving forward to get a bond 
on the ballot, the proceeds of which would pay for 
resiliency efforts on the Amelia River waterfront 
and a revitalization of the historic downtown?: 
Residents and taxpayers do and should have a 
�l�Z�r���b�g���e�Z�k�`�^���b�g�\�n�k�l�b�h�g�l���h�_���]�^�[�m���_�h�k���\�Z�i�b�m�Z�e���^�q�i�^�g�&
ditures, which they will have to service and repay 
with their tax dollars. This is the cornerstone of 
the democratic process.

Do you support the current plans for the park 
at the riverfront?: I have voiced my opinion 
�l�^�o�^�k�Z�e���m�b�f�^�l���h�g���m�a�^���k�^�\�h�k�]���Z�g�]���m�h���\�b�m�b�s�^�g�l���h�g�^�&
�h�g�&�h�g�^�'���:�l���e�h�g�`���Z�l���p�^���l�m�Z�r���h�g���[�n�]�`�^�m�%���i�k�h�m�^�\�m��
and preserve the waterfront, and maximize the 
parking so our residents and visitors can enjoy 
the waterfront, I am for it.

Do you support the city adopting a budget based 
on the rollback rate, which would require cuts in 
certain areas to allow for increases in employee pay 
and funding of some capital improvement projects?:
I believe in sound fiscal policy. Whether it is the full 
rollback or the adjusted rollback rate, I am in favor 
of a budget in which growth pays for itself and our 
citizens with homesteaded properties do not see a 
net gain in their property taxes.

Do you believe the current city commission works 

well with the community and listens to its constitu-
ents when making decisions that affect them?:  I can 
�h�g�e�r���l�i�̂ �Z�d���_�h�k���f�r�l�̂ �e�_�4���f�r���\�h�e�e�̂ �Z�̀ �n�̂ �l���Z�k�̂ ���f�h�k�̂ ���m�a�Z�g��
�\�Z�i�Z�[�e�̂ ���h�_���l�i�̂ �Z�d�b�g�̀ ���_�h�k���m�a�̂ �f�l�̂ �e�o�̂ �l�'���B���k�̂ �l�i�h�g�]���m�h���\�h�g�&
�l�m�b�m�n�̂ �g�m�l���b�g���Z�l���m�b�f�̂ �e�r���Z���_�Z�l�a�b�h�g���Z�l���i�h�l�l�b�[�e�̂ ���Z�g�]���p�̂ �e�&
come citizen input at our meetings on both agenda 
�Z�g�]���g�h�g�&�Z�̀ �̂ �g�]�Z���b�m�̂ �f�l�'���B���Z�i�i�k�h�Z�\�a���̂ �o�̂ �k�r���]�̂ �\�b�l�b�h�g���m�a�̂ ��
same way: gather the facts, take input from citizens, 
and make as sound a decision as possible, knowing 
�m�a�Z�m���b�m���Z�_�_�̂ �\�m�l���̂ �o�̂ �k�r�h�g�̂ ���k�̂ �l�b�]�̂ �g�m�l���Z�g�]���g�h�g�&�k�̂ �l�b�]�̂ �g�m�l��
alike, including me and my family and friends.

What do you consider to be the most critical 
issues facing our community?:���M�a�b�l���b�l���Z���f�n�e�m�b�&�_�Z�\�&
eted and complex answer that truly depends on 
perspective. For me, it is our aging infrastructure 
and capital assets, which have unfortunately seen 
years of deferred maintenance and patchwork 
repairs. These will sooner rather than later require 
extensive overhauls or total replacement. We must 
begin planning for this eventuality, and this will be 
my primary goal for the next four years, should I 
�[�^���_�h�k�m�n�g�Z�m�^���^�g�h�n�`�a���m�h���[�^���k�^�&�^�e�^�\�m�^�]�'

What specific policies or initiatives will you pri-
oritize if elected?: ���L�h�n�g�]���_�b�l�\�Z�e���f�Z�g�Z�`�^�f�^�g�m�%���\�Z�i�b�&
tal asset overhaul planning, and city administration 
succession planning.

How do you plan to involve and communicate 
with constituents?: As previously stated, I have 
�Z�e�p�Z�r�l���p�^�e�\�h�f�^�]���\�h�g�l�m�b�m�n�^�g�m���b�g�i�n�m���Z�g�]���k�^�l�i�h�g�]�&
ed to calls and emails in as timely a fashion as 
possible. My contact details are shared on the city 
website, in online publications, and on social media. 
I make myself available when asked and welcome 
anyone to reach out to me with their concerns.

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]���Z�k�^��
�g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k��
�Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

DAVID STURGES
Seeking re-election to District 2 seat on Fernandina Beach City Commission

M y name is David Sturges, and I am humbly asking for your vote to 
continue my conservative leadership as your Commissioner and 
current Vice Mayor.

�B���Z�f���Z���e�b�_�^�&�e�h�g�`���k�^�l�b�]�^�g�m���h�_���?�^�k�g�Z�g�]�b�g�Z���;�^�Z�\�a���p�a�h���b�l���c�h�b�g�^�]���[�r���1���`�^�g�^�k�&
ations of my family who either live or lived here.  My family has cherished 
and protected our city and Amelia Island since 1710.

I graduated from Fernandina Beach High School in 1991, attended ITT 
Technical Institute where I graduated with an Associate of Applied Science 
in Electrical Engineering in 1993.

I was encouraged by my father who taught me to, “Always do what 
�r�h�n�k���a�^�Z�k�m���]�^�l�b�k�^�l�4���m�a�b�l���p�b�e�e���e�^�Z�]���r�h�n���m�h���a�Z�i�i�b�g�^�l�l���Z�g�]���r�h�n���p�b�e�e���g�^�o�^�k���_�^�^�e��
like you are working.”

�:�_�m�^�k���\�h�e�e�^�`�^�%���B���l�m�Z�k�m�^�]���f�r���\�h�f�i�Z�g�r���[�Z�l�^�]���h�g���f�r���i�Z�l�l�b�h�g���_�h�k���\�h�g�l�m�k�n�\�&
tion and renovation. I obtained my Certified Building Contractor license in 
2002 and have proudly served our community as an honest and caring 
builder concentrated on remodeling for more than 22 years.

�B���n�g�]�^�k�l�m�Z�g�]���m�a�^���b�f�i�h�k�m�Z�g�\�^���h�_���^�_�_�^�\�m�b�o�^���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�\�Z�m�b�h�g���p�b�m�a���h�n�k���\�b�m�b�&
�s�^�g�l���m�h���Z�\�a�b�^�o�^���h�n�k���n�e�m�b�f�Z�m�^���`�h�Z�e�3���Z���p�^�e�e�&�k�n�g���\�b�m�r�'���B���e�^�Z�]���_�k�h�f���m�a�^���_�k�h�g�m���Z�g�]��
never forget that it is a privilege to serve my community.

I am happily married to my wife Kelly, and together we have five wonderful children.
Since becoming an Eagle Scout in Fernandina Troop 213 more than 30 years ago, I have dedicated 

my life to my God, my family and our community!
As your Commissioner, I will continue to do what I believe is right for the citizens who elected me to 

�m�a�b�l���h�_�_�b�\�^�����B���Z�f���i�k�h�n�]���m�h���a�Z�o�^���m�a�^���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�f�^�g�m���h�_���h�n�k���^�e�^�\�m�^�]���M�Z�q���<�h�e�e�^�\�m�h�k���!�Z�g�]���f�r���e�b�_�^�&�e�h�g�`���_�k�b�^�g�]�"�%���C�h�a�g��
�F�'���=�k�^�p�%���p�a�h���a�Z�l���l�m�Z�m�^�]�%���
�=�Z�o�b�]���l���\�a�Z�k�Z�\�m�^�k���b�l���[�^�r�h�g�]���\�h�g�m�^�l�m�Z�m�b�h�g�'�����A�^���a�Z�l���Z���a�n�`�^���a�^�Z�k�m���Z�g�]���\�Z�k�^�l��
�]�^�^�i�e�r���_�h�k���h�n�k���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r�'�����B���d�g�h�p���m�a�Z�m���O�b�\�^���F�Z�r�h�k���L�m�n�k�`�^�l�����`�h�Z�e���b�l���m�h���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���i�k�^�l�^�k�o�b�g�`���Z�g�]���i�k�h�m�^�\�m�b�g�`��
�?�^�k�g�Z�g�]�b�g�Z���;�^�Z�\�a���l���o�b�[�k�Z�g�m���Z�g�]���\�a�Z�k�f�b�g�`���p�Z�r���h�_���e�b�_�^����

Again, I am asking for your vote on November 5th so that I can continue to provide strong, thoughtful 
�Z�g�]���[�n�l�b�g�^�l�l�&�f�b�g�]�^�]���e�^�Z�]�^�k�l�a�b�i���m�h���m�a�^���<�b�m�r���h�_���?�^�k�g�Z�g�]�b�g�Z���;�^�Z�\�a�'

904-753-2445; dsturges@
fbfl.org; www.facebook.com/
DavidSturgesforGroup2

Two Reasons to Vote for Minshew for Seat 2: 1. 
There is no issue impacting the city of Fernandina 
Beach that could come before the Commission 

�_�h�k���p�a�b�\�a���B���a�Z�o�^���Z���\�h�g�_�e�b�\�m���h�_���b�g�m�^�k�^�l�m�'�4���+�'���P�h�k�d�b�g�`���m�h��
make our city better is nothing new — I have spent the 
last 15 years giving my time, energy and professional 
expertise to benefit the city and people of Fernandina 
�;�^�Z�\�a�'���&���?�k�h�f���p�p�p�'�f�b�g�l�a�^�p�_�h�k�\�b�m�r�\�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�'�\�h�f�'
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FERNANDINA BEACH CITY COMMISSION  - SEAT 3FERNANDINA BEACH CITY COMMISSION  - SEAT 3

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Do you believe the city should issue a building permit for 
a bioethanol plant in the RYAM campus? : The short answer 
is NO. I have always supported both the Mills and worked 
hard to support the Lignatec development when I was on the 
�\�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�'���A�h�p�^�o�^�k�%���B���\�Z�g���m���_�h�k���m�a�^���e�b�_�^���h�_���f�^�%���n�g�]�^�k�l�m�Z�g�]��
how anyone thinks having a Bioethanol plant on a barrier 
island is a good idea. We have only two ways off, and the 
proposed plant being is being built less than a mile from the 
�f�Z�b�g���[�k�b�]�`�^�'���=�h�^�l���m�a�b�l���l�h�n�g�]���l�Z�_�^�8�����H�a�%���g�h�m���m�h���f�^�g�m�b�h�g�%���b�m���l��
�g�h�m���i�^�k�f�b�m�m�^�]���b�g���h�n�k���E�=�<�'���B���l�n�i�i�h�k�m���m�a�^���F�b�e�e�l���[�n�m���]�h���g�h�m���l�n�i�&
port the Bio plant

Do you support moving forward to get a bond on the bal-
lot, the proceeds of which would pay for resiliency efforts on 
the Amelia River waterfront and a revitalization of the historic 
downtown? �3���B���]�h���l�n�i�i�h�k�m���f�h�o�b�g�`���_�h�k�p�Z�k�]���p�b�m�a���Z���[�h�g�]���b�g�b�m�b�Z�&

�m�b�o�^���l�h���m�a�^���o�h�m�^�k�l���\�Z�g���]�^�\�b�]�^���p�a�Z�m���d�b�g�]���h�_���\�h�f�f�n�g�b�m�r���Z�g�]���b�m���l��
amenities it want now and in the future.  Ron Sapp struggled 

to get a bond for the Greenway but thank goodness he did. Look what a treasure that has 
�[�^�\�h�f�^���_�h�k���^�o�^�k�r�h�g�^���m�h���^�g�c�h�r�'�����R�h�n���\�Z�g���m���d�^�^�i���Z�l�d�b�g�`���c�n�l�m���m�a�^���\�b�m�b�s�^�g�l���m�h���i�Z�r���_�h�k���^�o�^�k�r�m�a�b�g�`��
in one year based on their property taxes. These extensive capital improvements must be 
spread out over time so people moving here in the future will also share in the finance of this 
wonderful community.

Do you support the current plans for the park at the riverfront? : Yes, I do support the 
waterfront plan. No plan is “perfect”  but this community has been kicking this idea around 
for many years trying to find perfection. Nothing in this plan is so extensive that in the future 
�\�h�n�e�]�g���m���[�^���f�h�]�b�_�b�^�]���b�_���m�a�^�k�^���[�^�\�h�f�^�l���Z���g�^�^�]�'

Do you support the city adopting a budget based on the rollback rate, which would require 
cuts in certain areas to allow for increases in employee pay and funding of some capital 
improvement projects? �3���B���d�g�h�p���b�m���l�h�n�g�]���`�h�h�]���m�h���\�h�g�m�b�g�n�^���m�h���l�Z�r���
�B���]�b�]�g���m���k�Z�b�l�^���m�Z�q�^�l�����p�a�^�g��
running for reelection. However, this is not how you run a City. Costs have continued to rise 
for everyone in this community with rising healthcare costs, insurance, food, gas, etc. Well, 
�m�a�^���<�b�m�r���b�l���g�h�m���^�q�^�f�i�m���_�k�h�f���m�a�^�l�^���k�b�l�b�g�`���\�h�l�m�l�����M�a�^���<�b�m�r���\�Z�g���m���\�n�m���m�a�^�b�k���p�Z�r���b�g�m�h���Z���a�^�Z�e�m�a�r���i�h�l�b�&
tion without suffering the future consequences from kicking the necessary maintenance and 
�l�m�Z�_�_�b�g�`���]�h�p�g���m�a�^���k�h�Z�]�'�����@�h�o�^�k�g�f�^�g�m���f�n�l�m���l�i�^�g�]���m�a�^�b�k���[�n�]�`�^�m���p�b�l�^�e�r���[�n�m���g�h�m���Z�[�Z�g�]�h�g���b�m���l��
responsibility to maintain what we have for a campaign slogan.

Do you believe the current city commission works well with the community and listens to 
its constituents when making decisions that affect them?:  I think this commission has made it 
very clear that their constituents are a necessary evil in trying to move their agenda forward. 
�M�a�b�l���b�l���h�g�^���h�_���m�a�^���f�Z�b�g���k�^�Z�l�h�g�l���B���f���k�n�g�g�b�g�`�'��

What specific policies or initiatives will you prioritize if elected?:
Hire a City Manager, Look at the five year capital plan and get things back on track, 

Look at the long term needs of the City and work with the key groups to formulate a plan to 
present to the community in the form of a Bond to be voted on. These things take time. There 
�Z�k�^���g�h���^�Z�l�r���_�b�q�^�l���m�h���m�a�b�l���o�^�k�r���
�\�h�f�i�e�^�q���e�b�m�m�e�>���<�b�m�r���'���B���p�b�e�e���f�Z�d�^���m�a�^���m�b�f�^���m�h���a�^�e�i���f�Z�d�^���m�a�b�l���i�k�h�&
cess as transparent to the community as possible with ongoing feedback.

How do you plan to involve and communicate with constituents?
In my prior term as a commissioner,  I had monthly meetings with anyone who wanted 

to attend to ask whatever questions they had. In addition to these meetings, I would work to 
have comment not on the agenda put back at the beginning of each Commission meeting. 
That never should have been changed. 

Note: ���M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]���l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���Z�g�]��
�Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k���h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

TIMOTHY POYNTER, NONPARTISAN
Seeking District 3 seat on Fernandina Beach City Commission

904-415-6533; 
tpoynter@gmail.com

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Do you believe the city should issue a 
building permit for a bioethanol plant in the 
RYAM campus?: No Ethanol

Do you support moving forward to get 
a bond on the ballot, the proceeds of which 
would pay for resiliency efforts on the 
Amelia River waterfront and a revitalization 
of the historic downtown?: No bond.

Do you support the current plans for the 
park at the riverfront?: �B���]�h�g���m���l�n�i�i�h�k�m���m�a�^��
current riverfront park plan. I support a well 
thought out public/private plan that includes 
the entire riverfront and keeps the integrity of 
historic Fernandina Beach. We have many 
amazing entrepreneurs who live here and 
�\�Z�k�^���o�^�k�r���f�n�\�a���Z�[�h�n�m���h�n�k���k�b�o�^�k�_�k�h�g�m�'���B���f��
NOT saying to develop the current parking 
�Z�k�^�Z�'���B���f���l�Z�r�b�g�`���i�n�m���m�h�`�^�m�a�^�k���Z���\�h�a�^�l�b�o�^�%��
beautiful plan that includes the parking area, 
boat slip, and the remainder of the property 
to the north owned by private industry.

Do you support the city adopting a budget 
based on the rollback rate, which would 
require cuts in certain areas to allow for 
increases in employee pay and funding of 
some capital improvement projects?: Yes

Do you believe the current city commis-
sion works well with the community and 

listens to its constituents when making deci-
sions that affect them?: �M�a�^�k�^���l���Z�e�p�Z�r�l���k�h�h�f��
for improvement.

What do you consider to be the most 
critical issues facing our community?: Find a 
�\�b�m�r���f�Z�g�Z�`�^�k�%���l�e�Z�l�a���h�o�^�k���[�n�k�]�^�g�l�h�f�^���k�^�`�n�&
lations on our local businesses and residents, 
streamline our legal department, investigate 
and correct how our city applies impact fees 
because they historically get it wrong and its 
costing taxpayers a lot of money.

What specific policies or initiatives will 
you prioritize if elected?: �?�b�g�]���Z���\�b�m�r���f�Z�g�Z�`�&
er, slash over burdensome regulations on 
our local businesses and residents, streamline 
our legal department, investigate and correct 
how our city applies impact fees because 
they historically get it wrong and its costing 
taxpayers a lot of money.

How do you plan to involve and commu-
nicate with constituents?: I would like to see 
taxpayers have time at the beginning of the 
commission meetings. I will enthusiastically 
meet with taxpayers, respond to emails, and 
phone calls.

Note: �M�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^���l���i�a�h�m�h�`�k�Z�i�a���Z�g�]��
�l�m�Z�m�^�f�^�g�m���Z�k�^���l�n�i�i�e�b�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���\�Z�g�]�b�]�Z�m�^��
�Z�g�]���Z�k�^���g�h�m���^�g�]�h�k�l�^�]���[�r���m�a�^���G�^�p�l�&�E�^�Z�]�^�k��
�h�k���\�a�^�\�d�^�]���_�h�k���Z�\�\�n�k�Z�\�r�'

CHRISTY LABYER KELLY, NONPARTISAN
Seeking District 3 seat on Fernandina Beach City Commission

M y name is Christy Kelly, a Florida native from Jacksonville 
�p�b�m�a���]�̂ �̂ �i���k�h�h�m�l���b�g���?�̂ �k�g�Z�g�]�b�g�Z���;�̂ �Z�\�a�'���B���f���Z���<�a�k�b�l�m�b�Z�g���f�h�m�a�̂ �k��
of three beautiful daughters and a successful business owner. 

My family has been visiting here all our lives and moved here in 
2020. My youngest child is in school here. We love everything our 
town has to offer, including beaching, biking, fishing, boating, and 
�̀ �k�̂ �Z�m���_�h�h�]�'���B���h�_�m�̂ �g���k�̂ �_�̂ �k���m�h���h�n�k���[�̂ �Z�n�m�b�_�n�e���e�b�m�m�e�̂ ���m�h�p�g���Z�l���F�Z�r�[�̂ �k�k�r�'���B�m���l��
small town America. Its quaint, wholesome, historic vibe, along with 
our amazing natural, outdoor beauty is why people come from all 
�h�o�̂ �k���m�a�̂ ���p�h�k�e�]���m�h���o�b�l�b�m�'���>�o�̂ �k�r�]�Z�r���B���f���̀ �k�Z�m�̂ �_�n�e���m�a�Z�m���B���̀ �̂ �m���m�h���e�b�o�̂ ���a�̂ �k�̂ �'��
After much discussion with my family I decided to run for the City 
of Fernandina Beach Commission Seat 3. Politics was never on my 
�k�Z�]�Z�k���[�n�m���Z�l���Z���[�n�l�b�g�̂ �l�l���h�p�g�̂ �k���_�h�k���h�o�̂ �k���m�a�b�k�m�r���r�̂ �Z�k�l�%���B���l�̂ �̂ ���m�a�̂ ���\�a�Z�e�&
�e�̂ �g�̀ �̂ �l���p�̂ ���Z�e�e���_�Z�\�̂ �'���;�n�k�]�̂ �g�l�h�f�̂ ���k�̂ �̀ �n�e�Z�m�b�h�g���Z�g�]���m�Z�q�Z�m�b�h�g���h�g���\�b�m�r���m�Z�q�&
payers, residents and business owners. Our city charges excessive 
fees and taxes to live and do business here while spending on new, 
unnecessary, expensive projects. We have many real, expensive, 
maintenance issues that need to be taken care of first. Our money is 

not being spent wisely. Together, we can move forward in a responsible, balanced way that keeps 
�m�a�̂ ���b�g�m�̂ �̀ �k�b�m�r���h�_���h�n�k���a�b�l�m�h�k�b�\���]�h�p�g�m�h�p�g�%���i�k�̂ �l�̂ �k�o�̂ �l���h�n�k���g�Z�m�n�k�Z�e�e�r���[�̂ �Z�n�m�b�_�n�e���[�̂ �Z�\�a�̂ �l�%���i�Z�k�d�l�%���Z�g�]���p�Z�m�̂ �k�&
�p�Z�r�l�'���P�̂ ���g�̂ �̂ �]���Z���_�k�̂ �l�a���i�̂ �k�l�i�̂ �\�m�b�o�̂ �'���M�a�Z�m���l���p�a�r���B���f���Z�l�d�b�g�̀ ���r�h�n���m�h���̂ �e�̂ �\�m���f�̂ ���Z�l���r�h�n�k���<�b�m�r���<�h�f�f�b�l�l�b�h�g�̂ �k�%��
Seat 3. Together we can make this city the great community that we know it can be.

904-444-0688;
kellychristy@rocketmail.com
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�M�a�^���e�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g�l���e�b�l�m�^�]���a�^�k�^���Z�k�^���m�a�^���g�h�k�f�Z�e���i�h�e�e�b�g�`���e�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g�l���_�h�k���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g�l�'��
�L�h�f�^���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g�l���f�Z�r���a�Z�o�^���Z���]�b�_�_�^�k�^�g�m���i�h�e�e�b�g�`���e�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g���m�a�Z�g���p�a�Z�m���b�l���l�a�h�p�g��
�a�^�k�^�'���M�h���\�h�g�_�b�k�f���r�h�n�k���o�h�m�b�g�`���e�h�\�Z�m�b�h�g���_�h�k���Z���l�i�^�\�b�_�b�\���^�e�^�\�m�b�h�g�%���n�l�^���m�a�^���O�h�m�^�k��
�B�g�_�h�k�f�Z�m�b�h�g���E�h�h�d�n�i���h�g���m�a�^���L�n�i�^�k�o�b�l�h�k���h�_���>�e�^�\�m�b�h�g�l���p�^�[�l�b�m�^���e�h�\�Z�m�^�]���Z�m���p�p�p�'
�o�h�m�^�g�Z�l�l�Z�n�_�e�'�`�h�o�(�p�a�^�k�^�&�]�h�&�b�&�o�h�m�^

PRECINCT LOCATIONSPRECINCT LOCATIONS
Precinct 11

MLK / Elm Street Recreation Center
1200 Elm St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Precinct 12
Atlantic Avenue Recreation Center

2500 Atlantic Ave., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
Precinct 13

Peck Center Auditorium
516 S. Tenth St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Precinct 14
James S. Page Governmental Complex
96135 Nassau Place, Yulee, FL 32097

Precinct 21
American Beach Community Center

1600 Julia St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
Precinct 22

Springhill Baptist Church
941017 Old Nassauville Road, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Precinct 23
Springhill Baptist Church

941017 Old Nassauville Road, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
Precinct 31

James S. Page Governmental Complex
96135 Nassau Place, Yulee, FL 32097

Precinct 32
Yulee Sports Complex

86142 Goodbread Road, Yulee, FL 32097
Precinct 33

The River of Praise Worship Center
83140 Saint Mark Drive, Yulee, FL 32097

Precinct 34
FSCJ – Building 30 Nassau Room

76346 William Burgess Blvd., Yulee, FL 32097
Precinct 41

Hilliard Community Center
37177 Pecan St., Hilliard, FL 32046

Precinct 42
River Road Baptist Church

21067 C.R. 121, Hilliard, FL 32046
Precinct 43

Bryceville Community Center
7280 Motes Road, Bryceville, FL 32009

Precinct 44
�<�Z�e�e�Z�a�Z�g���?�Z�b�k�`�k�h�n�g�]�l�������F�n�e�m�b�&�I�n�k�i�h�l�^���;�n�b�e�]�b�g�`
543350 U.S. Highway 1, Callahan, FL 32011

Precinct 51
�?�L�<�C���&���;�n�b�e�]�b�g�`���,�)���G�Z�l�l�Z�n���K�h�h�f

76346 William Burgess Blvd., Yulee, FL 32097
Precinct 52

�<�Z�e�e�Z�a�Z�g���?�Z�b�k�`�k�h�n�g�]�l�������F�n�e�m�b�&�I�n�k�i�h�l�^���;�n�b�e�]�b�g�`
543350 U.S. Highway 1, Callahan, FL 32011

Precinct 53
Walter Junior Boatright County Building

45401 N. Mickler St., Callahan, FL 3201

SPECIAL DISTRICTSPECIAL DISTRICT

Amelia Island Mosquito Control Member, Group 1
Michael Kelley

Ocean, Highway, and Port Authority

Soil and Water Conservation District

Nassau County Political Party

Democratic State Committeemen 
and Committeewomen

Precinct Committeemen and Committeewomen

Republican State Committeemen 
and Committeewomen

Community Development

Amelia Concourse Community Development District

Amelia National Community Development District, 
Seat 1

Aubrey Renfroe

Amelia Walk Community Development District, 
Seat 3

Henry (Red) Jentz II

Amelia Walk Community Development District, 
Seat 5

Lynne Murphy

Heron Isles Community Development District, Seat 3
Gregory Watson

River Glen Community Development District

�B�g�_�h�k�f�Z�m�b�h�g���m�Z�d�^�g���_�k�h�f���p�p�p�'�O�h�m�^�G�Z�l�l�Z�n�?�E�'�`�h�o

CIRCUIT JUDGE 4TH JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT JUDGE 4TH JUDICIAL  
CIRCUIT GROUP 34CIRCUIT GROUP 34

Circuit Judge 4th Judicial Circuit Group 34

Nancy Cleaveland

Ashley Wells Cox



 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTSCONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS

����������������������������

•��������������ƒ�	�����„�������������•�
������������������������������
��������������
����������������������������������������…������
†���������������
�����������
���������‚�	���
	��������������������������������‡�������
��������	��	���������������������		���������
���������ˆ‰�	����������
�������Š��������������
������	���������������‚�������•

AbortionAbortion
€����������������‹‰‹Œ�����������	���������

���������†��������
������������������������
��������������������������������������������
„�����������������
��������������������Ž�
��
 ���‘�ƒ���������������•�����		��
���	���

�������������������������‚����•�����	�������
�
������	��	�������������������������������
���	�������
�•�’�������������	���������	�����“���
����
������������������������������
�������
����
�������������
����	�����������	�����������������
���������������
�����	��������������������	���

�����”

Campaign moneyCampaign money
�����•�����		��
���	��������������������

����������������������
������	������	������������
���������������������������������������������
����������„�������������������•�������		��
���
�������������������	����������–——˜��������
��	���������	������������‹‰–‰��•��������	���
��������������������		���������������������
���	���������������������������������
�����
����������������������������������������������
��
�������������������	����������������������
	�����������

Fishing and huntingFishing and hunting
†���������������������
������������������

�������������������†�����������•���������
��
����������������������������������������
������������������������������������„�������������
•�����������•��������������������	�������

��•����
����������������������
������
�������
	��������������������������������€��	���������
	��	�������
����������������������’���������
	�����
�������
��������	����������������	���
�������������������	������
��������������
������������������������������”

MarijuanaMarijuana
™�����
�����������
�������		��
���������

���������������������������������
���������
������������…���������
������������������
����
�������������
�������������������������������
�����������…����������	�������������������
ƒ����š�ƒ�����†�����������•������
��
��
�����
������
��������������…��������	��
������
�������
�����	������������������������������€��
������������	��	��������‹–��������������’	���
������	��������������������…�����	������������
����…���������������������������������	���
������������	�����”

Property tax esProperty taxes
Š���������������������
���������
��������

	��	���
���‚�����•�����
�������		��
��������

�������������������������������������������
	����������������������	��	�������������������
��…�������	���������������������	��	���
���‚�
�‚��	��������������������Š���������������
��
��‚��‚��	����������������������
���������
������	��	���
��	����›‹œ�‰‰‰������������
������
��������›œ‰�‰‰‰�����›žœ�‰‰‰������	��	���
�������������������…�������������������������
�‚��	��	���������������
���������›œ‰�‰‰‰�����
›žœ�‰‰‰�

School boar d elections: School board elections: 
•������		����������•�������������
������

������������������������������������������
	���
���������
����������������������������������
	��������������������������������†�����������
��������
�����	��������������������������������
����
������	�����������������������������
��������–——˜������•����������������	���������
�����•���������
����	�������������������
�����
����������������������������������	��������
������������������‹‰‹ˆ��ƒ���������������������
�������������
��������������������������
�������
�����

Floridians t o vot e on six constitutional Floridians to vote on six constitutional 
amendments in Novemberamendments in November

�
�����������
�����������	����
������������������������

Nassau County Election Guide 2024 | 23



 

����
���������

������

������
��
��
�

	�������
����������������

����������

������

��

������������������

���������������� �����������������������
�����������������������������
����������
	������	��������		

��������������������•����••�••���•�����•����•
�������������������������������������

•��•��•����� �­�����
������€‚ƒ€„����

…�����
����������

†�‡�ƒ�����•�
������������
���������

�������������
A

Public Office is a Public

Tr
us

t

� �
� � � � � � � � �� �

SU
PERV I SOR OF ELECTIO

N
S


