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Irina Spirlea defeated Mary 
Pierce in the Bausch & Lomb 
Championship women’s tennis tour-
nament at Amelia Island Plantation. 
Spirlea won $79,000 with the vic-
tory.
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JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

Fernandina Beach Attorney Tammi 
Bach said she thinks some recently dis-
covered documents might be a “smok-
ing gun” that will convince a judge the 
Ocean Highway and Port Authority is 
beholden to make annual payments to 
the city instead of paying property taxes. 

However, OHPA Chairman Danny 
Fullwood maintains the position the port 
is not obligated to make those payments.

While the Port of Fernandina is with-
in city limits of Fernandina Beach, when 
the port was created in 1989, OHPA 
agreed that, in lieu 
of paying property 
taxes, it would 
make Payments 
In Lieu Of Taxes 
(PILOT) of at least 
$50,000 annually. 

Over the years 
since then, various 
OHPA commis-
sioners, includ-
ing the currently 
seated board, 
have insisted the 
port is not obli-
gated to make the 
annual payment 
in perpetuity. 
Current OHPA 
board members 
have said the port 
would make the 
2019 and 2020 
payments if the 
city ends what 
some would call a 
practice and others an obligation.

After the city and port completed a 
mediation process that did not result in 
an agreement, the city filed a lawsuit last 
year. That complaint was dismissed, and 
the city was given the opportunity to file 
an amended complaint, which it did April 
9. That complaint included the newly 
discovered documents that were found 
in boxes of paperwork obtained by City 
Commissioner Chip Ross.

In the amended complaint, the city 
stated that when the port was built, 
OHPA agreed to start making PILOT 
payments on July 1, 1989. At about that 
same time, the Nassau County Property 
Appraiser began taxing the port; the port 
maintained it was tax exempt. In 1992, 
the First District Court of Appeal issued 
an opinion against the port. During this 
litigation, the complaint said, OHPA 
acknowledged it agreed to make the 
annual PILOT payment, but still did 
not do so. That resulted in a dispute 
between the city and OHPA. The city 
maintained OHPA was in default of its 
PILOT payments from 1989.

In 1993, the city and OHPA held 
at least one joint workshop about the 
matter, and the city made an offer to 
the port, which OHPA voted to accept 
Sept. 27, 1993, and sent to the city Oct. 
5, 1993.

In that letter, OHPA tells the city, 
“The payment in the future will begin on 

JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

Fernandina Beach City Manager Dale 
Martin asked city commissioners to be 
cautious when apologizing to residents 
for interactions with city staff, such as 
police officers, but two commissioners 
said they were apologizing because of 
city policy.

On April 6, Fernandina Beach com-
missioners heard complaints from the 
public about alleged unjust enforcement 
of city building codes and the city’s noise 
ordinance. Commissioners listened 

to the comments, and in at least one 
instance, apologized to the complainant. 

Alex Delfs spoke to commissioners 
during a discussion of the city’s noise 
ordinance and how it affects live music 
being played downtown. Delfs said she 
has a permit to perform in the down-
town “pocket park” on Centre Street 
and Main Beach and Central parks. 
Despite having permits, Delfs said, she 
was asked by the Fernandina Beach 
Police Department twice in a week to 
stop playing in the pocket park. 

According to emails to and from 
the police department, Delfs’ mother 

and City Commissioner Chip Ross, 
the police department responded to a 
complaint April 5 by a downtown busi-
ness owner. The business owner said he 
could not hear his customers, as Delfs 
had been joined by other musicians – 
“a snare drummer, a trombone player, 
a sax player and a trumpeter” – who 
did not have a permit. The email from 
Sgt. Tracy Hamilton said Delfs “was not 
made to leave; she chose to stop playing 
at 7 p.m.”

Body camera footage shows the offi-
cer explaining to Delfs the ordinance 
prohibits noise that can be heard from 

100 feet away during the day. The officer 
suggests Delfs play without amplifica-
tion, and she agrees to stop playing after 
one more song.

Before City Manager Dale Martin 
gave a brief description of the inci-
dent at the City Commission meeting, 
Commissioner Bradley Bean apologized 
to Delfs.

“Alex, I just want to say I am sorry, 
on behalf of the city, that this hap-
pened to you,” Bean said. After hear-
ing Martin’s description of the incident, 
Mayor Mike Lednovich also apologized, 
“Again, Alex, I’m sorry this happened.”

NIKKI MAIN
News-Leader

Nassau County’s longtime health 
director is retiring, and the Nassau 
County Board of County Commissioners 
approved her replacement Monday dur-
ing their meeting.

After 30 years in public health, 
Dr. Eugenia Ngo-Seidel is retiring as 
director of the Florida Department of 

Health – Nassau 
County. Ngo-
Seidel’s retire-
ment comes 13 
months after the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic hit Nassau 
County, resulting 
in 121 deaths and 
more than 7,600 
residents testing 
positive for the 
novel coronavirus. 

Her last day is May 13, she said.
Replacing Ngo-Seidel is Dr. Prince 

Danso-Odei, who currently serves as an 
epidemiologist and manager of Disease 
Prevention and Control for Florida 
Department of Health – Clay County. 
Danso-Odei’s appointment was recom-
mended by Florida Surgeon General, Dr. 
Scott Rivkees.

“Dr. Seidel is representative of what 
you’re seeing in your community, and 
I’m very comfortable that her legacy 
of public health will be passed on to 
Prince,” Florida Association of County 
Health Officers President Mark Lander 
said.

Ngo-Seidel told county commission-
ers Danso-Odei is “extremely qualified” 
and the state health department was 
“very fortunate to find” him.

Danso-Odei’s LinkedIn profile 
details his involvement in the AIDS 
Drug Assistance Program for HIV-
positive clients in Clay County and says 
he “directs the immunization (including 
hepatitis) and all sexually transmitted 
diseases programs.” 

His additional qualifications were 
presented at the meeting by Ngo-Seidel, 
which included his experience as a med-
ical officer, medical epidemiologist, doc-
tor of public health and his experience 
with international public health-care 
overseas.

“I think you’re getting a fantastic 
individual that will lead your health 
department in future days,” Lander 
said.

According to LinkedIn, Danso-Odei 
attended medical school at Zaporizhzhya 
State Medical University in Ukraine, 
and earned a master’s degree in public 
health from Walden University and a 
doctorate in public health from Capella 
University.

Ngo-Seidel declined to comment 
when reached by cellphone Monday, and 
calls to Danso-Odei were not returned 
by press time.

nmain@fbnewsleader.com

NIKKI MAIN
News-Leader

Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nuñez spoke at a Federated 
Republican Women of Nassau meeting Friday at the 
Fernandina Beach Golf Club. She was greeted with 
applause upon entering the room, and those attending 
provided words of encouragement as she discussed her 
family’s journey to the U.S. from Cuba, censorship and 
the role Gov. Ron DeSantis played during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

On her family:
“My parents came to this country in 1961, fleeing 

communist Cuba. And they were looking for an opportu-
nity. They were looking for freedom. They were looking 
for a place to raise their family where they could wor-
ship their creator and not be stifled in the way that the 
oppressive dictator Fidel Castro was leading that country 
at that time. So, they clearly were searching for a better 
life. And honestly, they came here with nothing more 
than the clothes on their back, barely knowing the lan-
guage. They often said they could never ever repay this 
country for the opportunities it gave them, and in turn, 
gave us.” 

On political initiatives:
“We took office with the promise of what we have 

pledged to do. I think we’ve honored that pledge, putting 
Floridians first. We focused on things that are important 
to everyday Floridians. Education, the environment, 
making sure our business climate continues to be wel-
coming so that people can come to this great state, mak-
ing sure we hold the line on taxes, but we never really 
quite expected a global pandemic.”

On DeSantis’ initial response to the pandemic:
“We have been focused on our seniors-first strategy 

from the beginning of the pandemic. As we started to 
learn more about the virus, we started to understand that 
the highest risk was formed by the senior population. So, 
that’s why he made decisions, unlike a certain governor 
from up in the Northeast. He made policy decisions 
that literally sent seniors to their death, (while Gov. 
DeSantis) made sure that hospitals were not required 
to send COVID-positive seniors back to nursing homes. 
We made sure that we had COVID-only nursing homes 
to take care of seniors in a way that other governors just 
didn’t seem to care about.”

On in-person learning:
“The governor pushed to make sure we had our kids 

back at school. The parents that chose – we didn’t force 
them – but if you chose to send your kids back in school, 
they could have a place to learn. The damage that we’ve 
done to our kids, I assure you, is irreparable. Some 
places in this country, they are still not in the classroom 
because they can’t stand up to the unions. They refuse to 
fight back.”

On national riots:
“We also make sure that we continue to focus on 

Commissioners: Apologies for bad law
City manager says city staff was doing its job

Bean Lednovich

Later in the meeting, during the 
“City Manager comments” item on the 
agenda, Martin cautioned commission-
ers against apologizing on behalf of city 
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Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nuñez speaks Friday to the Federated Republican Women of Nassau at the 
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Deacon Vincent Abrahams
Deacon Vincent Abrahams, 85, passed away 

April 8, 2021, in Jacksonville, Fla.
Vincent grew up in Queens, 

N.Y., raised by devout parents and 
grandparents in Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church. 
Vin attended Bishop Loughlin 
High School, and Queens College, 
Fordham University and New York 
University, where he received his 

Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts and supervisory 
certificates. He professed in the Third Order of 
St. Francis while studying at St. Joseph’s Seraphic 
Seminary in Callicoon, N.Y., in the 1950s. Vincent 
served in the U.S. Army Reserves in the 1960s.

Vincent and his wife, Valentina, raised their fam-
ily of three children in Smithtown, N.Y. Vincent 
and his wife cherished their participation in sev-
eral spiritual groups: Teams of Our Lady, Small 
Christian Communities, Cursillo Movement and 
Handicap Encounter Christ. They also enjoyed their 
time at Woodloch Resort in the Poconos. Vincent 
arranged an annual week for busloads of family and 
friends for more than 15 years. A priest was always 
invited, so daily mass was assured!

For 33 years, Vincent taught public high school 
both in the city of New York and Commack, Long 
Island. While at Commack High School, he coached 
track and field and cross country for 25 years. 
Thereafter, Vincent became a track official for 12 
years. An active runner, he was still running mara-
thons at age 65, alongside his beloved Long Island 
River Rats community.

After retiring in 1994, Vincent went on to com-
plete his lay and diaconate studies and was ordained 
a permanent deacon to the diocese of Rockville 
Center in 1999. He served at St. Patrick Church in 
Smithtown, N.Y. After the death of his wife, Vincent 
moved to Florida in 2007, where he served at St. 
Patrick Church in Jacksonville and St. Francis of 
Assisi Mission Church in Yulee. He was a con-
templative in action – praying, preaching, form-
ing others in the faith, and caring for the sick and 
homebound.

An avid fisherman, Vincent felt at home on and 
near the water from an early age. Vincent’s love of 
a good laugh and sunny smile helped bring levity 
wherever he went. “Life is too important to take 
seriously,” and “You’re doing a great job!” were 
two statements frequently on his lips. 

Deacon Vincent is survived by his children, 
Elizabeth (Alan) Kuhn, John and Dorothy (Derek 
Stewart); grandchildren, Kateri and Maria Kuhn; 
sister, Marian Licameli; sister-in-law, Elizabeth 
Flynn; brother-in-law and sister-in-law, John and 
Diane Flynn; nieces and nephews; cousins; and the 
seeds he planted in the hearts of all who knew him. 
He is predeceased by his wife, Valentina; parents, 
John and Dorothy; brother, Father Pius (John); and 
sister, Pat Healy.

Visitation is 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday at Oxley-
Heard Funeral Home in Fernandina Beach, with a 
vigil at 6:30 p.m. Funeral mass is 11 a.m. Friday at 
St. Francis of Assisi Mission Church in Yulee.

In lieu of flowers, memorials sent to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society (chapter of your choosing) 
or Mayo Clinic will be appreciated.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Garth Leland Burghard
Garth Leland Burghard, 84, of Yulee, Fla., died 

peacefully in his sleep at home Sunday, April 11, 
2021. 

He was born Aug. 8, 1936, in 
Tiffin, Ohio, and was the son of 
the late Gillman and Katherine 
(Hafley) Burghard. 

On June 8, 1956, he married the 
love of his life, the former Shirley 
L. Lape, in Somerset, Pa.

Mr. Burghard was a graduate of 
Somerset High School and continued his education, 
graduating from Bethany College with a doctorate 
in chemistry. Being a chemist by trade, in 1975, 

he founded Quality Chemicals (now Albemarle) in 
Tyrone, Pa., with Melvin Miller.

He is survived by his wife and children, Cindy 
(David) Whitby of Tyrone, Pa., Katherine (Galen) 
McWilliams of State College, Pa., Shawn (Laura) 
Burghard of Tyrone, Pa., and Jennifer (Bob) Mertiff 
of Yulee, Fla.

He is also survived by eight grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren and one great-great grandchild. 
He was preceded in death by five brothers and sis-
ters, Melba Benedek, Jacque Burghard, LaDonna 
Smith, Roberta Litoff and Bruce Burghard. 

Services to celebrate his life will be 2 p.m. 
Thursday, April 15, 2021, in the Burgess Chapel 
of Oxley-Heard.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Ronald James Dionne
Ronald James Dionne, 63, of Fernandina Beach, 

Fla., passed away Thursday, April 8, 2021, at his 
home.

He was born in Grand Falls, New Brunswick, 
Canada, a son of Marie Carmelita 
Belanger Dionne and the late 
Joseph Camille Dionne.

At a young age, his family 
moved to Meriden, Conn., where 
he attended Maloney High School.

Ronald was a retired union 
panel mechanic for Connecticut 

Locals #40, #15 and #326. 
In 2019, he relocated to Fernandina Beach from 

Barkhamsted, Conn., and he enjoyed the beach, 
working in his yard and observing the beautiful flora 
and fauna of Amelia Island. Ronald was well known 
for his sense of humor and for giving people a hard 
time in good fun.

He leaves behind his mother, Carmelita Dionne 
of Grand Falls, New Brunswick, Canada; son, 
Jeremy Brown and his wife, Brandi, of Winsted, 
Conn.; daughter, Jennifer Thibault and her husband, 
Jeffery, of Torrington, Conn.; and siblings, Patricia 
Dionne and her husband, Dave Roberts, of Ottawa 
Ontario, Canada, Ginette Dionne of Fernandina 
Beach, Marcel Dionne and his wife, Robin, of 
Perth-Andover, New Brunswick, Canada, Lynne 
Dionne and her husband, John Warring, of Cedar 
Key, Fla., Renee Dionne and her husband, Thomas 
Gerstenecker, of Merrickville, Ontario, Canada. He 
also leaves behind his grandchildren, Connor Fenn, 
Miranda Thibault, Alexander Thibault, and many 
nieces and nephews.

Donations in his memory may be made to White 
Oak Conservation, 581705 White Oak Road, Yulee, 
FL 32097, donate@white-oak.org or www.whiteo-
akwildlife.org/give-in-memory.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Kathryn Jones Fender
Kathryn Jones Fender, 80, of Douglas, Ga., 

passed away Saturday, April 10, 2021, following an 
extended illness. 

Mrs. Fender was born Aug. 
15, 1940, in Brooks County, Ga., 
the daughter of the late Robert M. 
Jones and Ola Annis Norris Jones.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Robert Fender, and sister, 
Linda Nesbit. Mrs. Fender was 

a homemaker and a member of the Church of  
Christ.

Survivors include three sons, Rusty Fender 
(Carol) of Douglas, Ga., Dana Fender (Hope) of 
Fernandina Beach, Fla., and Jeff Fender (Kathy) 
of Tifton, Ga.; eight grandchildren, Dale Fender, 
Ansley Fender, Caroline Hand (Chris), Will Fender 
(Ivey), Austin Fender, Russ Fender (Caitlyn), 
Andrew Fender (Kelsea) and Evan Fender; eight 
great-grandchildren, Trenton Fender, Ava Hand, 
Robert Fender, Aiden Fender, Chapel Fender, 
Ace Hand, Hudson Fender and Dax Barnwell; two 
sisters, Margaret Delk of Quitman, Ga., and Ann 
Davidson of Clarksville, Tenn.; and several nieces 
and nephews.

The family received friends 10-11 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 13, 2021, at Covenant Church in Douglas, Ga.

Funeral services were 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 
13, 2021, at Covenant Church with Pastor Gregory 
Pope officiating. Private committal services were 
at Douglas City Cemetery. Pallbearers were Chris 
Hand, Dale Fender, Trenton Fender, Will Fender, 
Austin Fender, Russ Fender, Andrew Fender and 
Evan Fender.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 
Canaan Land Ministries, via/ Covenant Church, 
3255 U.S. Highway 441 S., Douglas, GA 31535. 

Sympathy may be expressed by signing the 
online registry at www.simsfuneralhome.org.

Sims Funeral Home of Douglas, Ga., is in charge 
of arrangements.

Louise Kaney Guerra
Louise Kaney Guerra, 73, lifelong resident of 

Fernandina Beach, Fla., was escorted by angels 
to our Lord’s loving arms on the eve of Thursday, 
April 8, 2021, at the Warner Center for Caring. 

As one who loved to interact 
with others, Louise enjoyed her 
banking career, choir and fam-
ily events. Soft spoken, twinkling 
eyes, melodic voice and a smile for 
all, her light and laughter is sin-
cerely our loss.

She leaves behind her husband 
of 42 years, Louis (Tony) Guerra; daughter, Mary 
Ann; and sister, Linda.

The family will receive friends 5-7 p.m. Friday, 
April 16, 2021, at Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors. 
She will be laid to rest in a graveside funeral service 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, April 17, 2021, at Homeward 
Cemetery near Waverly, Ga.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Richard Weller Tompkins Jr.
Richard Weller Tompkins Jr. was born May 

5, 1934, to Jean Cameron Ford and Richard W. 
Tompkins in Newburgh, N.Y. He passed away April 
10, 2021, after a long struggle with Alzheimer’s and 
a short battle with a rare form of lymphoma.

He attended Lawrenceville 
Preparatory School and the 
University of Pennsylvania, before 
a long, successful career in adver-
tising. He was renowned in the art 
of account management, recruit-
ment, mergers and acquisitions, as 
well as management consulting for 

restructuring agencies. He loved both the business 
and people of advertising, and retired from Saatchi 
& Saatchi in 1994.

Arriving on Amelia Island, Fla., from 
Westchester County, New York, 17 years ago, Dick 
could be found on a tennis court or golf course, even 
until he was 83. As a youth, he participated in all 
kinds of sports – from track to soccer – and contin-
ued his love of sports throughout his life.

Over the years, Dick wove himself into the fab-
ric of many lives, with his good counsel, famously 
outrageous sense of humor and story-telling. He 
was a one-of-a-kind character and will be sorely 
missed by his family and friends.

He leaves behind his wife of 36 years, Amy; and 
children, Tiffany Tompkins (with Gerald Moyles) 
of Bradenton, Fla., Richard Tompkins III (with 
wife Sandy) of Pleasant Hill, Calif., Ashley Devery 
(with husband Mike) of Boulder, Colo., and Jimmy 
Tompkins (with wife Brianna) of Ocala, Fla.

Predeceased by his parents; half-brother, Fred 
Easman; stepbrother, William Easman; and many 
canine companions, he leaves behind his brother, 
Ken Tompkins (with wife Jan); half-sister, Linda 
Olson (with husband Warren); sisters-in-law, Cathy 
Saypol and Nancy Easman; beloved grandchildren, 
Daniel Craft, Erin Jones (with husband Reese), 
Emily Devery, Conor Devery, Madelina Tompkins 
and Harper Lily Tompkins; great-grandchildren, 
Cameron Craft, Brendon Craft and Emelia Jones; 
lifelong friend and cousin, William Scott; many 
nieces, nephews, friends, mentees and mentors; 
and best feline friend, Clarence the cat.

His favorite song, “Please don’t talk about me 
when I’m gone,” sung by Arlo Guthrie, will not be 
heeded, as family and friends will continue tell-
ing stories about Dick Tompkins, his creatively 
embellished stories and his antics for generations 
to come.

A graveside service will be 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 14, at Bosque Bello Cemetery 
on Amelia Island, and a memorial service will be 
planned for a future date.

In lieu of flowers, please support those things 
closest to Dick’s heart: kids, trees, animals or youth 
sports. 

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Mary Susan Sinyai Vasas
Mary Susan Sinyai Vasas, 79, of Fernandina 

Beach, Fla., entered into eternal peace surrounded 
by loved ones Monday April 5, 2021, after a long 
illness. She joins her husband, George J. Vasas, 
formerly of Seymour, Conn.

Sue was born in Stamford, 
Conn., the daughter of the late 
Albert J. and Margaret MacCaffrey 
Sinyai. 

After marrying, Sue made her 
home in Seymour, Conn., for the 
next 30 years before retiring to 
Fernandina Beach. She loved her 

work in Connecticut as a licensed practical nurse in 
the burn unit at Bridgeport Hospital in Bridgeport, 
Conn., and her volunteer work with Birthright. In 
retirement, she continued her volunteer work at 
Baptist Medical Center Nassau, working in the gift 
shop.

Sue touched many lives in almost 80 years, and 
we all thank God we had her. Her greatest plea-
sures were living near the beach, strolling from 
time to time when her health allowed, and spending 
treasured time with family and friends. 

In addition to her husband and her parents, 
she was predeceased by her beautiful sister, 
Fran Flomberg.

She leaves behind six children, Theresa Elliott 
of Litchfield, Conn., Mary Demchak of Fernandina 
Beach, Albert and Lisa Vasas of Milford N.H., 
George Vasas Jr. of Fernandina Beach, Stephen 
and Charlene Vasas of Ansonia, Conn., and  
Thomas and Jennifer Vasas of Gainesville, Fla. 
Sue also leaves behind the siblings she loved 
so dearly, Kathryn White of Fernandina Beach, 
Jim and Laurie Sinyai of Mandeville La., Al and 
Sue Sinyai of Asheville, N.C., Margie and Bob  
Fallon of Brandon, Fla., Elliott Flomberg of 
Valrico, Fla., and Cindy Sheffer of Fairfield, Conn. 
Grandma Sue also leaves behind 12 grandchildren  
and five great-grandchildren that she cherished 
dearly, as well as 20 nieces and nephews who 
adored her. 

There will be memorial service for Sue at 11 
a.m. Saturday, April 17, 2021, at St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Mission, followed by a luncheon remem-
brance. 

There will also be a memorial mass at noon 
Saturday, May 1, 2021, at St. Mary’s Church, 212 
Elizabeth St. in Derby, Conn. This mass will be 
followed by interment at St. Michaels Cemetery 
on Silver Hill Road in Derby. 

In lieu of flowers, please feel free to donate 
to mom’s favorite charity, St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital, in her name. 

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Joanne Levesque Weggeland
Joanne Levesque Weggeland, 71, of Fernandina 

Beach, Fla., passed away April 7, 2021, at the 
Warner Center of Community Hospice.

Born Aug. 31, 1949, in 
Newburyport,  Mass. ,  to 
Claude George Levesque and 
Dorothy Hagan. She grew up 
in Newburyport and graduated 
from Newburyport High School  
in 1967. Shortly after high school, 
she met her first husband,  
Bill, with whom she had two 
daughters.

Joanne’s early interest included 
sailing with her Dad and horseback riding. Later on, 
she loved to travel, cross-stitching and cheering for 
the New England Patriots.

Joanne was accomplished as a retail mer-
chandiser, first owning a number of retail stores 
in New England and the Atlanta, Ga., area.  
Then in 1988, she met her husband, Rich, 
and followed him to Northeast Florida when 
the USS Pennsylvania relocated to Kings  
Bay, Ga. Joanne then became the retail buyer 
for the Amelia Island Plantation Golf and Tennis  
shops.

Joanne was predeceased by her parents.
Joanne leaves behind her husband of 33 years, 

Rich, of Fernandina Beach; daughters, Jessica 
Greene of Fernandina Beach and Melissa Partridge 
of Milford, Mass.; and granddaughters, Chandler 
Braddock and Kendall Greene of Fernandina  
Beach.

There will be a memorial service at 11 a.m. April 
22, 2021, in the Burgess Chapel of Oxley-Heard 
Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
her memory to the Nassau Humane Society or the 
American Cancer Society.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

B&B
Monuments
Donna Byrd

904-277-2742
16 N. 13th St. • State Licensed

City Scoop
The City of Fernandina Beach is currently hiring for

multiple full and part-time jobs, including positions in

Streets Maintenance, Public Safety, Building,  Utilities, and

at the Golf Course. 

 

Apply online at: www.fbfl.us/jobs.aspx

Or, come to the second floor of City Hall (204 Ash Street) 

to pick up and submit  an application. 

Work with the City
WEEKLY UPDATE

Barnabas food distribution events
The Barnabas Center will host food distribu-

tion events throughout the month of April.
Barnabas helps residents in need and offers 

services to Nassau County residents with low 
to moderate incomes. The food assistance is 
a three-day supply of food per household that 
might include produce, dairy, meat and nonper-
ishable items.

• Barnabas Center’s Food Pantry, 1303 
Jasmine St., Suite 101, in Fernandina Beach, is 
open 10 a.m.-noon Tuesday through Friday.

Barnabas Center’s mobile food distribution 
are:

• 9-11 a.m. April 17 – Greater Mt. Pleasant 
Baptist Church, 45031 Historical Lane in 
Callahan

• 1-3 p.m. April 19 – Northeast Florida 
Fairgrounds, 543378 U.S. Highway 1 in 
Callahan

• 9-11 a.m. April 22 – Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church, 49167 Mt. Olive Road in Kings Ferry

For information about available assistance 
from Barnabas, call 904-261-7000, visit www.
BarnabasNassau.org or follow Barnabas’ 

Facebook page.

Hospital auxiliary jewelry sale
Baptist Medical Center Nassau Auxiliary is 

sponsoring an online Sterling Silver Jewelry 
Sale from April 16-23.

The sale features an extensive line of ster-
ling silver and boutique fashion jewelry, and all 
items are 20% off.

Visit www.YourSilverConnection.com, and 
at checkout, type “BMCN” to ensure funds go to 
the local hospital.

All profits go toward support of the Baptist 
Medical Center Nassau.

NARFE to host congressman’s aide
Chapter 2273 of the National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees Association is 
meeting 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 20.

The meeting will be at The Pig Bar-B-Q, 
450102 State Road 200 in Callahan.

Guest speaker will be Momi Malspeis, 
director of constituent services for U.S. John 
Rutherford (R-Fla.).

UPDATE  Continued on 6A

https://www.simsfuneralhome.org/
https://www.noblemonument.com/
https://www.fbfl.us/jobs.aspx
https://www.yoursilverconnection.com/
https://www.barnabasnassau.org/
https://www.fbnewsleader.com/
mailto:donate@white-oak.org
https://akwildlife.org/give-in-memory.


 

M
ay is Skin Cancer 
Awareness Month, 
so let’s get a jump-
start on awareness. 

We all love the sun. Let’s face it, 
most people feel healthier when 
the sun is shining. 

As a teenager in the 1970s, 
baby oil and iodine turned my 
pale skin bronze. Though a 
ginger, I never sunburned until 
one night when I did a really 
stupid thing. Growing up in 
Maine, my tanning time was 
limited, so the promise of a tan 
with a “sunlamp” was appeal-
ing. I followed the directions, 
laid on the floor with the lamp 5 
feet up for three minutes each 
night. Patience was not my 
strong suit, so after a few nights 
with little change, I decided to 
sit with my face directly in front 
of the lamp, close my eyes and 
wait 20 minutes. 

There was no immediate 
result, but during the night, I 
awoke with nightmares of fire 
only to discover my face was 
scarlet red and swollen. Just 
walking to the car at sunrise 
to go to the emergency room 
was agony as the sunrays felt 
like needles piercing my skin. 
Fortunately, my retinas weren’t 
destroyed, but my face peeled 
many times, and it took a long 
time to heal. While I have yet to 
be diagnosed with skin cancer, 
in my mind, it’s “when” not 
“if,” since one of the biggest 
risk factors is a blistering sun-
burn.

One would think that 
would’ve taught me to avoid 
the sun, but I was convinced 
there was nothing better than 
a golden tan. It made me feel 
healthier and thinner. My moth-
er warned me it would age my 
skin, but I didn’t care. We really 
should listen to our mothers. 

In recent years, several 
people close to me have suf-
fered from skin cancer. I’ve lost 
two dear friends to melanoma 
who were only in their 40s. It 
is tragic. We can enjoy life out-
doors, but we need to keep safe 
in the sun. 

Since 1979, the Skin Cancer 
Foundation has set the stan-
dard for educating the public 
about skin cancer. The facts 
are sobering: Since 1994, the 
diagnosis and treatment of non-
melanoma skin cancers in the 
U.S. has increased by 77%.

According to the Skin 
Cancer Foundation, one of five 
Americans will develop skin 

cancer by the 
age of 70, and 
more than 
two people 
die of skin 
cancer in the 
U.S. every 
hour. 

There are 
three types of 
skin cancer. 
The most 
common is 
basal cell 
carcinoma 
(BCC). This 

type looks like a raised, smooth, 
pearly bump on sun-exposed 
skin that often appears as a sore 
that doesn’t heal.

The second most common is 
squamous cell carcinoma (SCC). 
The latest data estimates that 
more than 15,000 people die of 
squamous cell carcinoma of the 
skin. An SCC is a well-defined, 
red, scaling and thick bump also 
found on sun-exposed skin. It 
may bleed, and left untreated 
can develop into a large mass. 

The third type of skin cancer 
is melanoma, and it’s serious. It 
develops in the cells that pro-
duce melanin, the pigment that 
gives skin its color. Melanoma 
is increasing in people under 
age 40, especially women. My 
30-year-old daughter-in-law 
was recently diagnosed with 
melanoma after discovering 
a small mole on her back that 
looked different than the oth-
ers. She immediately saw a 
dermatologist, who biopsied 
and confirmed it. Melanoma 
is a frightening diagnosis. 
Fortunately, she caught it early, 
and it hadn’t spread. She has 
a big scar on her back, but a 
good prognosis. She now sees 
her dermatologist every three 
months. We are so grateful she 
knew the “ABCDE” guidelines, 
recognized a mole that looked 
different and went to the der-
matologist immediately.

 Here are the guidelines 
used to identify malignant mela-
noma:

Asymmetry – One side of 
the lesion does not look like the 
other.

Border irregularity – 
Margins may be notched or 
irregular.

Color – Melanomas are often 
a mixture of black, tan, brown, 
blue, red or white.

Diameter – Cancerous 
lesions can be larger than 6 mm 
across, which is about the size 

of a pencil eraser. With early 
detection they will not reach 
this size, as was my daughter-
in-law’s case. Her mole was 
small, but had some unusual 
colors in it. 

Evolution – Has a mole 
changed over time?

My younger sister recently 
had melanoma on her eyelid and 
was very fortunate to not lose 
the entire lid. A skilled surgeon 
removed it, but it was close 
with little skin to spare. She 
has gone from sun worshiper to 
totally covering up in the sun. 
She uses a daily self-tanner for 
a bit of color, but no more tan-
ning. 

Is there any such thing as 
a safe tan? Dermatologists say 
no. Tanned skin is damaged 
skin. There are two types of UV 
rays causing the damage: UVA 
and UVB. Sunburn and skin 
cancer are caused by UVB rays.

UVA rays don’t burn, but 
penetrate deeply, causing skin 
damage that prematurely ages 
the skin and causes wrinkles. 
Simply sitting near a window 
can cause your skin to age dra-
matically. 

The Skin Cancer Foundation 
recommends a water-resistant 
broad-spectrum sunscreen with 
an SPF of 30 or higher for any 
outdoor activity. Broad- spec-
trum means it protects from 
both UVA and UVB rays. 

My dermatologist, Kristen 
Stewart, of Total Dermatology, 
has the palest skin I’ve ever 
seen. She practices what she 
preaches and is serious about 
the dangers of skin cancer. She 
taught me that unless you are 
living in a windowless base-
ment, sunscreen should be 
applied every morning as rou-
tinely as brushing your teeth. 
Every day. Rain or shine. No 
exceptions. Sunscreens needs 
to be applied liberally, (about 2 
tablespoons) 30 minutes before 
you go outside. 

If you wait to get to the 
pool or beach before applying, 
you’ve already been exposed 
to harmful rays. It needs to 
be reapplied every two hours 
and immediately after swim-
ming or sweating. She advises 
wearing a blouse or a covering 
with additional SPF protection. 
You can even add SPF to your 
clothes by adding SunGard to 
the laundry. Sunglasses and a 
wide brim hat are essential, and 
it’s best to avoid the sun dur-
ing the peak hours between 10 

a.m.-4 pm. 
My esthetician, Lucia 

Palenik, won’t let me out of 
her office after a facial without 
applying sunscreen, even if it’s 
almost dark. She takes SPF 
protection very seriously and 
has beautiful skin to show for 
it. She introduced me to some 
of today’s best self-tanners that 
don’t smell bad or turn you 
orange. Her passion for skin 
care is contagious, and she chal-
lenges me to think about the 
best way to protect and appreci-
ate the body’s largest organ. 

Then, there are tanning 
beds. You may want to stay 
away from them when you con-
sider these statistics: In 2014, 
tanning beds were upgraded 
from group 1 to group 2 risk for 
devices that are cancer-causing 
to humans. In addition, indoor 
tanning devices emit UV radia-
tion in amounts 10-15 times 
higher than the sun at its peak 
intensity. Currently, 18 states 
prohibit anyone younger than 
18 from using them unless 
prescribed by their physi-
cian. Brazil and Australia have 
banned indoor tanning altogeth-
er, and more people develop 
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NOW HIRING FOR A VARIETY OF POSITIONS, APPLY TODAY!
 

Full-time, part-time, on-call, and seasonal opportunities are available in Recreation, Food & Beverage, 
Culinary, Human Resources, Housekeeping, Engineering, Front Office, Guest Services, Spa and more! 

New hires receive a $250 sign on incentive

Omni Hotels & Resorts is an equal opportunity employer.

To view available job openings and to apply online, visit bit.ly/OmniAmeliaJobs  
or scan QR code using your smartphone camera. *bit.ly addresses are case sensitive

Stewarding: Starting at $15/hour
Restaurant Host: Starting at $15/hour

Concierge: Starting at $15/hour
Guest Room Attendant: Starting at $15/hour

Houseperson or Public Areas: Starting at $15/hour

Hourly Rates, Plus Benefits

Culinary: $15-$21+/hour
Engineering: $17-$25/hour
Recreation Supervisor: Starting at $16/hour
Front Desk Agent: Starting at $16/hour
Front Desk Supervisor: Starting at $17/hour

Benefits include medical, dental, vision, disability, 401(k) matching, hotel discounts and more.

Staying safe in the sun

WELLNESS 

WEDNESDAY

Kym Dunton

skin cancer from indoor tanning 
than lung cancer from smoking.

People will still spend 
hours baking in the sun, but 
slowly the trend is changing 
as younger people are embrac-
ing their natural skin color. 
My 7-year-old and 9-year-old 
grandsons have never swum in 
a pool or ocean without their 
swim shirt. My Latin American 
granddaughter, a former sun 
worshiper but newly- licensed 
esthetician, now reminds 
everyone, regardless of ethnic-
ity, to wear sunscreen.

So stay safe, examine your 
body and do monthly skin 
checks. Ask a loved one to look 
at the places you can’t see, 
and schedule an annual skin 
check with your dermatologist. 
Famous singer Bob Marley died 
from melanoma under his toe-
nail. If in doubt, always check 
it out. 

Kym Dunton is a registered 
nurse, certified health coach and 
fitness instructor who lives on 
Amelia Island. For questions or 
comments, email kym.dunton@
comcast.net.

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

https://www./????ast.net
https://www.lily.com/
https://www.firstportcity.com/
https://bit.ly/OmniAmeliaJobs
https://bit.ly/
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BUSINESS

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Nassau County Chamber of Commerce recently hosted ribbon-cutting ceremonies for A Janet Lynne Salon & Spa, left, and Island Vintage Market, right. The salon is reopening at 
2134 Sadler Square in Fernandina Beach, next to the Island Vintage Market, 2136 Sadler Square. The businesses are owned by Janet Rogers, who is holding the scissors.

For the News-Leader

Starting Point Behavioral Healthcare is now 
an approved site through the National Health 
Service Corps and offers all eligible employees up 
to $100,000 of student loan forgiveness. 

The corps’ mission is to build healthy communi-
ties by supporting qualified health care providers 
dedicated to working in areas of the U.S. with lim-
ited access to care.

“One of the things I believe we do well as a 
company is offering a robust benefits package,” 

Starting Point CEO Laureen Pagel said. “In order 
to care for the individuals we serve, it is my per-
sonal belief that we must extend a similar level 
of care to our staff. Providing student loan for-
giveness is a strategy to both recruit and retain 
excellent health care professionals. We are thrilled 
about this opportunity because it enhances the 

benefits for our amazing employees and elevates 
the care we are bringing to our Nassau County  
neighbors.”

Starting Point is an approved site for three 
different types of National Health Service Corps 
forgiveness: the Loan Repayment Program, the 
Rural Community Loan Repayment Program, 
and the Substance Use Disorder Workforce Loan 
Repayment Program. 

Each type of loan forgiveness has distinct award 
amounts, requires different levels of service com-
mitments and has specific eligibility criteria. For 

information, visit Starting Point’s careers page 
https://www.spbh.org/careers/ or the NHSC Loan 
Repayment site https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/loan-repay-
ment/index.html. 

Starting Point Behavioral Healthcare provides 
mental health and substance abuse treatment ser-
vices to children, teens and adults in Northeast 
Florida and Southeast Georgia. The nonprofit 
agency serves more than 3,000 individuals each 
year and has been serving the region for more 
than 28 years

Submitted by Starting Point Behavioral Healthcare

THEY’RE DYING FOR
A 2ND CHANCE

Adopt A Companion Today

HOMELESS ANIMALS...
SAVE
US

A PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCMENT

BY THE NEWS-LEADER

Contact Your News-LeaderAdvertising Salesperson for DetailsOn Including Your Business On the Business Card BillBoard261-3696

Nassau Fence
& Deck, Inc.INSTALL AND REPAIR(904) 261-6577www.fencenassau.com

Deer Walk Shopping Center next to Dave Turner Plumbing

474378 East State Road 200 (A1A) • 904.310.6915

BEST FLAVORS & BEST PRICES

PREMIUM
VAPE

E-CIGS
MODS
COILS
E-JUICE

WARNING: This product contains nicotine.
Nicotine is an addictive chemical.

Preserving and Protecting the Public Trust

VETERANS ASSISTANCE
Bob SullivanNassau County Veterans’ Service Offi cer

76347 Veterans Way, Yulee, FL 32097904-548-4670 | 800-958-3496 | 904-548-4539
bsullivan@nassauclerk.com | www.nassauclerk.com

FIND THE RIGHT BUSINESS FOR THE JOB RIGHT HERE!

LOCAL

BUSINESS

BILLBOARD

LIMITED SPACES

Open 6:00 AM - 5:OO PM Monday - Friday

96382 Mt. Zion Loop, O’Neal/Yulee FL
Bishop Thomas Coleman, CEO • Laurie Holmes, Director

littlelambsccc1@gmail.com
LIC#C04NA00

ONLINE APPLICATIONS AT: 
www.littlelambschildcarecenter.com or

www.familyservices.floridaearlylearning.com

FREE VPK & SCHOOL READINESS
2021 - 2022

Starting Point offers eligible employees student loan forgiveness 

TWO GRAND OPENINGS

CLICK 

& SAVE 

Only at

fbnewsleader.com
For more information call 904-261-3696.

Search Local

Businesses 

at Nassau’s

newest online 

directory

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Pelican Therapy Partners, 463155 State Road 200, Unit 12, in Yulee, hosted its ribbon-cutting ceremony recent. Holding 
the scissors are co-owners Larry Rutland and Christy Miller.

NEW BUSINESS IN YULEE

https://www.spbh.org/careers
https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/loan-repay
https://www.littlelambechildcarecenter.com/
https://www.familyservices.floridaearlylearning.com/
https://www.fencenassau.com/
https://www.nassauclerk.com/
https://www.fbnewsleader.com/
https://www.fencenassau.com/
mailto:bsullivan@nassauclerk.com
mailto:littlelambsccc1@gmail.com
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SCOTT J. BRYAN
News-Leader

Nassau County’s Final Four 
team had one final celebration 
Thursday night.

During the Nassau County 
School District board meeting, 
Superintendent Kathy Burns, 
school board members and dis-
trict employees celebrated the 
West Nassau High School boys 
basketball team, which advanced 
to the Final Four in the Class 4A 
playoffs.

The Warriors started the 
season with a 6-11 record before 
catching fire and reeling off 14 
consecutive victories.

“In case you haven’t heard – 
and I can’t imagine you haven’t 
heard about this fabulous bas-
ketball team from West Nassau 
High School going to the Final 
Four,” Burns said. “We wanted 
to recognize them at our school 
board meeting.

“They did a fabulous job. 
These are some outstanding 
young people, and we wanted to 
formally congratulate them.”

West Nassau’s success 
included the school’s first region 
title, Final Four appearance and 
20-win season in history.

The playoffs also included 
some close games. In the open-
ing round, West Nassau won 
66-65 against Ribault before 
comfortable wins against Paxon 
School and Bishop Kenny. The 

Warriors edged Paxon 53-51 
later in the playoffs, then narrow-
ly defeated Marianna, 72-70. The 
season ultimately ended with a 
one-point loss to Santa Fe, 64-63.

“Those were some nail-bit-
ers,” Burns said.

Coach Ran Coleman said he 
was proud of the team.

“There are a lot of firsts for 

this group of guys,” he said. 
“They’re a great group of guys.”

The team was led by Dallan 
“Deebo” Coleman, who won the 
school’s first-ever Mr. Basketball 
award, a statewide honor given 
to the top prep basketball player 
in Florida. Coleman, a 6-foot-6, 
Georgia Tech-bound guard, aver-
aged 24.7 points, nine rebounds, 

4.2 assists and 2.2 steals per 
game.

“I’m going to have to be a 
little selfish and let him go to col-
lege and to actually not coach him 
anymore,” the elder Coleman 
said. “Words can’t even express 
how I feel.”

In other business:
• The school board voted 

unanimously to not join the 
Florida School Board Association. 
Individual board members  
can join the association if they 
desire.

• Board members agreed to 
sign a memorandum of under-
standing with The Journey 
Church, 95707 Amelia Concourse 
in Fernandina Beach, to serve as 
the school district’s reunification 
site east of Interstate 95 in the 
event of an evacuation of schools. 
According to school board docu-
ments, the church can accommo-
date up to 1,000 people.

• The board unanimously 
approved hiring R. Dean Scott 
Architect to provide “profes-
sional services” for the reno-
vation and remodeling of the 
Yulee Primary School cafeteria, 
which will include the addition 
of two classrooms. The cost of 
the services is expected to be 
$643,026.91, according to school 
board documents.

• The school district received 
a clean audit from the Florida 
Auditor General, and the audi-
tors had no findings of concern.

Food & Craft Vendors, Music, Trains 9am-4pm

Sponsor Appreciation 10:55am

Classic Car Show 10am-2pm

45383 Dixie Avenue, Callahan Fl 32011

Kids Area 
Hosted by 
Joel Pace 

Piano

School board fetes history-making basketball team

PHOTOS BY SCOTT J. BRYAN/NEWS-LEADER

West Nassau High’s boys basketball team poses with certificates it received from the Nassau County School District board, above. West Nassau High boys basketball coach Ran 
Coleman talks about his basketball team during Thursday’s school board meeting, below.

• The school board increased 
its salary schedule for occupa-
tional physical therapists. First-
year hires received a $5,242 pay 

increase to $49,789, while lon-
ger-serving therapists received 
smaller increases.

sjbryan@fbnewsleader.com

SATURDAY, April 17th

St. Johns River Bartram Frolic
April 17th & 18th • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Downtown Palatka Riverfront

Living History on the Riverfront 

 Meet William Bartram, the Long Warrior 

“King of the Seminoles”, Bartram’s guide 

and European trader Job Wiggins, Ft. 

Mose’ militia and families, and 18th Century 

residents of Florida

Passport-to-the-Past – The St. Johns River 

Center will host an educational activity for 

school-aged youth visiting ten education 

stations and living historians to learn about 

our river and its history.  Those completing 

the activity will be rewarded.  This is great 

for the whole family. Register near the St. 

Johns River Center.

Food Trucks on St. Johns Avenue 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Nature-based Vendors, Demonstrations and 

Environmental Groups – booths along the 

riverfront and St. Johns Avenue. 

Tales and Songs of the St. Johns River

10 AM - 7 lbs of Bacon Bluegrass Band

11 AM - Storytelling Sims

12 PM - Sunni Krantz

12:30 PM - Lee Pinkerson & Bill Snyder

1 PM -  Sam Wimberly, Chuck Hardwick and 

Lee Kelly

2 PM -  Lonesome Bert and the Thick & Thin 

Band

3 PM - 7 lbs of Bacon Bluegrass Band

Pontoon boat tours 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM: 

NORTHSTAR CHARTERS will provide tours 

from the Riverfront. 

Bartram Birthday Party

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM: Azalea City Brewery 

will host Bartram’s 282nd birthday party.

Bartram Trail Equestrian Ride at Dunns 

Creek State Park – 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM: 

Friends of Dunns Creek State Park will host 

equestrians for trail rides in the park (one 

Bartram site). Reservations are required 

and limited. 

Bartram Historic Rollestown Kayaking Tour

– 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM: A guided paddle from 

Palatka’s Riverfront Park to Rollestown 

and return.   See website and Facebook for 

reservations and details. 

Bartram Historic Tour at Mount Royal 

– 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM: National 

Historic Mount Royal guided tour and 

stroll in Welaka.  A Quaker Friend will 

share information. Reservations are 

recommended. 

Pride of Palatka Guided River Boat Tours – 

1:00 PM St. Johns Riverkeeper Cruise; 3:00 

PM Bartram National Recreation Trail St. 

Johns River Cruise; Bartram Sunset Wine 

Cruise - 5:00PM – 7:00 PM Reservations for 

all cruises are required

Bicycling Tour Historic, Homes, Murals 

and Ravine Gardens - 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM: 

A guided bicycle tour of historic home 

and murals from the riverfront (includes 

fi ve Bartram sites) – Reservations are 
recommended. 

Palatka Riverfront and Murals Walk  2:00 

PM – 3:00 PM: Guided walk through historic 

downtown Palatka including three Bartram 

sites. Reservations recommended. 

Puc Puggy Trail Hike / Water Works / Ravine 

Gardens State Park

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: A guided hike from 

the Ravine Gardens State Park to the Water 

Work Environmental Education Center and 

the Puc Puggy nature trail.  Reservations 

are required and limited. 

Spalding’s Lower Store Paddle

9:30 AM – 11:30 AM: Guided historic paddle 

through Seven Sisters Islands to Bartram’s 

home while on the St. Johns River in 1774.  

Reservations required. 

Palatka Riverfront to Ravines Bicycle Ride

 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM: Guided ride from the 

riverfront through Ravine Gardens State 

Park. Reservations are recommended.

Palatka Historic Homes and Murals Bicycle 

Ride  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM:  Guided casual 

ride through downtown Palatka’s historic 

homes, historic sites and murals.

The Symposium in the Jim Pignato Theater will feature six Bartram scholars 

and experts – Dr. Kathryn Braund will discuss her new edition on southeastern 

Indians; Dr. Dorinda Dallmeyer will talk about her book “Bartram’s Living Legacy” 

as the inspiration for the PBS fi lm CULTIVATING THE WILD; Dr. Christopher 
Robinson will describe his quest to locate  Bartram Trail markers across the 

southeast and his unique style of presenting travel presentations; Bartram Trail 

Conference president Sam Carr will explain the status of the Bartram Trail Society 

of Florida and the Bartram Trail National Heritage Area. Jim Sawgrass and Eric 

Breitenbach will introduce CULTIVATING THE WILD.

SUNDAY, April 18th

Bartram Symposium 

April 18th • 2 PM – 5 PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER

go to https://bartramtrailsociety.com or Facebook@ St Johns River Bartram Frolic

https://bartramtrailsociety.com/
mailto:sjbryan@fbnewsleader.com
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CONSIDER 

ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Nassau County Board of County Commissioners will conduct a 
public hearing to consider the adoption of the ordinance captioned below on Monday, April 26 begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m. or soon thereafter as the matter may be heard at the James S. Page Governmental 
Complex, 96135 Nassau Place, Yulee, Florida 32097.

ORDINANCE 2021-___

AN ORDINANCE OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP OF 
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR THE RECLASSIFICATION OF APPROXIMATELY 
114.86 ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF WILLIAM BURGESS 
BOULEVARD, BETWEEN HARVESTER STREET AND I-95, FROM AGRICULTURE (AGR) 
TO TRANSECT DISTRICTS DEFINED IN THE WILLIAM BURGESS DISTRICT CONTEXT AND 
CONNECTIVITY BLUEPRINT AS T-3 SUB-URBAN ZONE, AND T-1 CONSERVATION ZONE; 
ADOPTING A UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT PLAN; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Rezoning application R20-013, which will rezone this property to transect districts defined in the 
William Burgess District Context and Connectivity Blueprint as T-3 Sub-Urban Zone, and T-1 
Conservation Zone was previously advertised to be heard on April 26, 2021 and will be heard 
concurrently with this application.

The William Burgess District Context and Connectivity Blueprint is available for viewing on the 
County website at https://www.nassaucountyfl.com/860/William-Burgess-Overlay-District.

All interested parties are invited to attend the public hearings and to be heard.  Copies of the proposed 
Ordinance and supporting information are available for inspection in the Department of Planning and 
Economic Opportunity, 96161 Nassau Place, Yulee, FL 32097.  Comments may also be directed in writing 
to the Department of Planning and Economic Opportunity, e-mailed to planninginfo@nassaucountyfl.com, 
or received by telephone at (904) 530-6300.  All comments will become part of the record in this matter and 
subject to Florida’s public records law.    

Individuals with disabilities needing a reasonable accommodation to participate in this proceeding should 
contact the office of the County Manager at least two days prior to the proceeding at (904) 530-6010 or, if 
the hearing impaired, Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770 (v) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO BE PRESENT AND BE HEARD. IF A PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY 
DECISION MADE BY THE BOARD, AGENCY OR COMMISSION WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING OR HEARING HE/SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AND FOR THAT PURPOSE, MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH APPEAL IS TO 
BE BASED.

The Board of County Commissioners may continue hearings on this matter. 

Thomas Ford, Chair
Board of County Commissioners 

John A. Crawford, Ex-Officio Clerk    

NL/PSA

There will be a discussion of legislation and other issues 
affecting the federal community and what NARFE is doing to 
help. All active and retired federal and postal employees, and 
their families, are welcome to attend. Attendees start arriving 
after 11 a.m. and have lunch on their own. The program will start 
about noon.

Chapter 2273 has regular luncheon meetings the third 
Tuesday of the month, except in December. For additional 
information, contact Greg D’Alessio at 904-347-3338 or greg-
dale713@gmail.com.

Hearing loss group to restart meetings
Nassau County Council on Aging will relaunch its Hearing 

Loss Support Group from noon-1:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 4, at 
the Fernandina Beach Life Center, 1901 Island Walk Way in 
Fernandina Beach.

Due to COVID-19-related Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention protocols, the meeting is limited to 10 participants 
and will follow social distancing guidelines. All participants are 
required to wear a mask; clear face shields will be available 
at no charge. Participants are also required to complete two 
forms and have their temperature taken before entering the Life 
Center. Contact Nassau County Council on Aging Volunteer 
Coordinator Frances Bartelt at 904-775-5484 or fbartelt@nas-
saucountycoa.org to obtain the forms in advance and reserve a 
seat. The meeting will include a discussion about coping during 
the pandemic, new phone hearing assistance devices and other 
hearing-related topics. The Hearing Loss Support Group will 
meet the first Tuesday of every month.

Council on aging relaunches support group
The Nassau County Council on Aging is relaunching its 

Caregiver Support Group, which will meet 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 20, via Zoom at https://bit.ly/3uyeWbw. 

Register for the meeting at https://conta.cc/3cXjRN1. 
Registration is not required, but encouraged. Future meet-
ing dates and times will be based on participants’ schedules. 
In-person meetings will be offered at a later date.

For information, contact Emily Kunzelmann at 904-775-5472 
or ekunzelmann@nassaucountycoa.org.
Ferst Readers seeks $36 from 360 people

Ferst Readers of Nassau County is seeking 360 people to 
adopt a reader for $36 during the month of April.

Ferst Readers of Nassau County is part of a national orga-
nization that mails age-appropriate books to Nassau County 

UPDATE Continued from 2A

Beth Jones of the News-Leader compiled this report from records 
at the Nassau County Clerk of the Circuit Court. Arrest indicates 
suspicion of a crime, not guilt. To report information about a crime, 
contact the Fernandina Beach Police Department at 277-7342 or the 
Nassau County Sheriff’s Office at 225-5174. The “We Tip” program 
– 1-800-78Crime – also allows callers to leave anonymous tips.

n Tracey Christopher Kelley, 46, 2064 Friendly Road, B, 
Fernandina Beach, April 1, depriving 911 communications and 
domestic violence battery.

n Makayla Cheree Thomas, 20, 95320 Creekstone Drive, 
Fernandina Beach, April 2, possession of a controlled substance.

n Roy Edison Sink, 53, 27179 Garth Lane, Hilliard, April 3, two 
counts of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

n Thomas Leonard Brazell, 77, 2020 Marlin Court, Fernandina 
Beach, April 6, four counts of sale of marijuana and one count of 
possession of a controlled substance with intent to sell.

n William Andrew Ross III, 30, 1005 South 14th St., Fernandina 
Beach, April 6, burglary of an unoccupied vehicle or conveyance 
and petit theft.

n Charles Leonard Wagers, 56, 86275 Callaway Drive, Yulee, 
April 8, burglary of an unoccupied dwelling and dealing in stolen 
property.

n James Allen Anderson, 37, 56105 Nassau Oaks Drive, 
Callahan, April 9, theft of a motor vehicle.

ARREST REPORT

children under the age of 5. More than 900 families receive 
books through the program. To donate or learn more, visit www.
ferstreaders.org. Select Nassau County in the drop-down menu. 
Checks can also be mailed to Ferst Readers, PO Box 2, Hilliard 
FL 32046. Put Nassau in the memo line.
Nassau Habitat seeks volunteers

Can’t swing a hammer? Nassau Habitat for Humanity is 
seeking volunteers for administrative office work (filing, scan-
ning, stuffing envelopes, etc). Volunteers are needed for two-
hour time slots on Mondays and Thursdays.

If interested, email nassauhfh@gmail.com, and a representa-
tive will send a link for the organization’s sign-up forms.

The Nassau Habitat for Humanity is located at the Peck 
Center. To learn more about the organization, visit nassauhabi-
tatforhumanity.org.

Portion of trail closed until April 16
The Nassau County Road Department has begun construc-

tion on a retaining wall on the south side of Simmons Road at 
the Amelia River-to-Sea Trail (Simmons Road Multi-Use Trail) 
across from Will Hardee Road. 

A small portion of the trail will be closed to pedestrians and 
bicycles for 175 feet west and east of Will Hardee Road between 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday through Friday until April 16. 

For information, contact the Nassau County Road and Bridge 
Department at 904-560-6715.
Bookstore accepting photos for book

Local photographers are invited to submit photos of beautiful, 
exciting and unique features of Amelia Island for a new book, 
“Amelia Island’s Happy Places: The Insider’s Guide” to be pub-
lished this summer by Story & Song Bookstore Bistro.

To highlight the many delights of our community, the book 
will include about 30 terrific color photos. It will showcase Amelia 
Island’s many “Happy Places” and the wonderful photographers 
who enjoy them. 

To have a photo considered, email high-resolution JPG or 
PDF photos to donna@StoryandSongbookstore.com by April 
30. Include the photographer’s name, address and when and 
where the photo was taken. 

There will be no payment but photographers will be named 
in the book. If a photo is chosen for the cover, the photographer 
will receive a $35 gift card at Story & Song, and every photogra-
pher who enters the contest (even if their photo is not selected 
for the book) will be eligible for a drawing to win a $100 gift card 
at Story & Song.

Fernandina library to host passport day
The Fernandina Beach Branch Library is celebrating National 

Passport Awareness Day by extending its passport application 
processing hours from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, April 17.

Appointments are encouraged, but walk-ins are welcome.
For information, visit www.nassaureads.com. Information is 

also available by calling 904-530-6508 or emailing libraryinfo@
nassaucountyfl.com.

City to host recycling event, food drive
The city of Fernandina Beach is hosting a recycle event and 

food drive from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 17 at the Public 
Works Complex, 1017 S. Fifth St. in Fernandina Beach.

The event is for residential use only.
Paper shredding will be available, and recyclables will be 

accepted. Residents are asked to bring nonperishable items to 
donate to the Barnabas Center’s food pantry. There will be a 
free tree giveaway, and residents can register at www.fbfb.us/
trees. For information, call 904-310-3480.
Library collecting unused vegetable seeds

The Nassau County Public Library System’s Yulee branch is 
starting an open seed library. The library branch is asking resi-
dents to donate unused vegetable seeds in original packages to 
share with others. For information, contact the Yulee branch at 
904-530-6500, option 6, or visit 76346 William Burgess Blvd.
Hazardous waste collection set for April

Keep Nassau Beautiful and Nassau County Solid Waste 

Management will host a free household hazardous waste collec-
tion for Nassau County residents 8 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 17, 
at the Nassau County Road Department, 86200 Gene Lasserre 
Blvd. in Yulee.

Aerosol cans, batteries, used cooking oil, computers, cor-
rosives, electronics, fertilizers, fluorescent bulbs, gasoline, 
cleaners, insecticides, lubricants, oil filters, paint/paint thinners, 
solvents, pesticides, pool chemicals, propane tanks and televi-
sions will be accepted. 

A non-perishable canned food drive for Barnabas Food 
Pantry will also be held. 

For information and directions to the event, visit www.keep-
nassaubeautiful.org/news-and-events/ or call 904-261-0165.
Weekly coffee meeting offers support

Community Hospice & Palliative Care hosts Coffee and 
Conversations: Bereavement and Support, an online support 
session 3-4:30 p.m. every Friday.

At the weekly meetings, experts discuss various topics relat-
ed to grief and people can find help. 

Space is limited, so email engagement@communityhospice.
com or call 904-407-6464 to register.
UF/IFAS offers virtual tax filing

The University of Florida, Nassau County Extension Service 
is using a virtual income tax filing approach. This reduces the 
amount of face-to-face contact time. If your income is below 
$57,000 this service is available to you.

Income tax filing services are not only free, but they are 
also a reliable and trusted source for preparing tax returns. All 
preparers must take and pass tax law training that meets or 
exceeds IRS standards. This training includes maintaining the 
privacy and confidentiality of all taxpayer information. In addition 
to requiring certifying their knowledge of the tax laws, the IRS 
requires a quality review check for every return prepared at a 
VITA site before filing.

For information, contact the Nassau County Extension Office 
at 904-570-5713.
Newcomers Clubs meets monthly

The Newcomers Club of Amelia Island is a local ladies social 
club whose purpose is to extend a friendly hand to all women 
who currently reside in Nassau County. It offers many social and 
service activities in our community and an opportunity for devel-
oping new friendships. 

It holds a monthly Introduction and welcome meeting on the 
second Tuesday of every month. Visit newcomersamelia.org for 
information on how to register and attend.

Unbiased help understanding Medicare
Medicare can be a confusing subject, but it doesn’t  

have to be. The University of Florida/IFAS is providing  
unbiased Medicare consultations via telephone or video confer-
ence. 

Whether you are new to Medicare and need to enroll or are 
seeking information on changes you can make (You can change 
your Advantage Plan one time or go back to Original Medicare 
from an Advantage Plan from Jan. 1-March 31), this is your 
chance to receive knowledgeable, unbiased assistance with 
your choices. 

Individual appointments can be scheduled by calling Meg 
McAlpine with the University of Florida’s Nassau County 
Extension Service at 904-570-5713.
Library resumes passport services

The Fernandina Beach Branch of the Nassau County Public 
Library System has resumed processing passports by appoint-
ment only. 

New safety measures are in place, which include only those 
needed for the application may be present, and all present must 
wear a facemask and gloves. The desk and all equipment will 
be sanitized after each visit. Passport applications must be com-
pleted before the appointment, and applicants should bring a 
pen with black ink. 

For appointments, visit the library website at nassaureads, 
and click on the Passport tab or call 904-530-6508. Walk-ins are 
not being accepted at this time. 

https://www.nassaucountyfl.com/860/william-burgess-overlay-district
https://www.ferstreaders.org/
https://www.newcomersamelia.org/
https://www.nassaureads.com/
https://www.nassaucountyfl.com/
https://www.fbfb.us/
https://www.amelialslandjazzfestival.com/
mailto:planninginfo@nassaucountyfl.com
mailto:dale713@gmail.com
https://saucountycoa.org/
https://bit.ly/3uyeWbw.
https://conta.cc/3cXjRN1.
mailto:ekunzelmann@nassaucountycoa.org
mailto:nassauhfh@gmail.com
https://tatforhumanity.org/
mailto:donna@storyandsongbookstore.com
https://nassaubeautiful.org/news-and-events/
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‘2020 – A Look Back’ worth the visit
The Plantation Artists’ Guild Gallery show, 

“2020 – A Look Back,” just opened. The cre-
ators, Karen Bowden, Barbara Hopkins, Dickie 
Anderson, and Sarah Edwards, have curated a show 
of 100 photographs depicting our island’s response 
to the pandemic. 

The images are well displayed and range from 
documentary to emotionally moving scenes of the 
impact of the virus on everyday life.

Accompanying the exhibit is a beautifully pro-
duced book with a descriptive text and poignant 
poem by Nola Perez. This is an example of some-
thing positive coming out of this difficult year and 
well worth a visit.

Our island is fortunate to have such creative 
people living here. The display is set up for socially 
distanced viewing.

Bill Birdsong
Fernandina Beach

Keep our beaches clean, safe
It takes some effort to prepare for a day at the 

beach. You might have a cooler to stock, chairs 
to load in the car and beach bags to pack with 
towels, sunscreen and toys. Sadly, not as much  
effort is always devoted to repacking those items 
and preparing to leave the beach after a lovely, 

sun-filled day.
Beach Ambassadors is a volunteer organization 

focusing on keeping Amelia Island’s beaches clean 
and trash out of the ocean. Our program is simple. 
Our volunteers sign up to pick up trash one eve-
ning a week, on whatever day and whatever beach 
they choose, during the summer months.

Our message is even simpler. We care about 
marine life and the health and safety of our beaches, 
and want to prevent trash left at the end of the day 
from being swept out to sea.

A growing body of scientific research shows our 
oceans are in serious trouble due to the growing 
collection of manmade garbage. We can’t solve this 
problem for planet Earth. But we can try our best to 
care for the 13 miles of beaches on Amelia Island. 
In addition to helping keep trash out of the ocean, 
we model responsible behavior for our thousands 
of tourists and day-trip visitors.

We hope to grow our volunteer ranks this 
summer. To join us or for more information,  
contact ameliabeachambassadors@gmail.com.  
The more volunteers we have, the greater our 
impact.

As you enjoy the sand and surf this summer, 
please remember a day at the beach involves a 
two-part plan: Carrying in your supplies and carry-
ing out everything you brought that day, including 
bottle caps, tiny plastic juice straws and cigarette 
butts. The smallest bits of trash can do the most 

harm to sensitive sea life.
Leave only your footprints behind.

Shari Roan
Fernandina Beach

Military might, not militias, 
scared opponent

Given the tremendous efforts made by the 
Allies to cross the relatively narrow English 
Channel on D-Day in 1944, and reinforcing and 
resupplying their armies afterward, I rather think 
that the massive width of the Pacific Ocean and the 
difference in size of Japan and the United States of 
America was what deterred any possible invasion 
of the lower 48 states by the Japanese Empire, not 
the presence of an armed citizenry “behind every 
bush” as James Hicks claimed in the April 9 edition 
of the News-Leader.

Martin Wilson
Fernandina Beach

Mass shootings will continue 
under current laws

The essential obstacle to efforts aimed at 
reducing, if not eliminated, the repeated killings of 
Americans with firearms is the Second Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution enacted in 1792.

The obvious intent of this amendment was to 

preserve the right of Americans to bear arms as 
part of a “well-regulated Militia.” In the centuries 
since, the “militia” reference has been ignored.

Laws that establish obviously needed limits on 
handgun possession and semi-automatic firearms 
run against the opposition of the gun industry and 
misguided citizens’ beliefs in individual liberty – 
and such laws are overturned.

Thus, we Americans will continue to experi-
ence the unrestricted slaughter of innocents by 
gun-toting individuals until we awake to the essen-
tial need to repeal the Second Amendment. Well-
intentioned attempts to control guns ownership 
otherwise are doomed to failure.

Alan Donaldson
Amelia Island

HOW TO WRITE US ~ Letters must include writer’s 
name, address and  telephone number for veri-
fication. Writers are normally limited to one 
letter in a 30-day period. No political endorse-
ments the week before an election. No poems 
will be published. Letters should be typed or 
printed. Not all letters are published. Send let-
ters to: Letters to the Editor, P.O. Box 16766, 
Fernandina Beach, FL, 32035 
Email: sjbryan@fbnewsleader.com.

Visit us online at fbnewsleader.com

R
ecently, the U.S. Constitution 
Scholarship Foundation 
Speakers Forum announced 
David Azzerad, who was 

well received a few years back, was 
returning to the Amelia Island Club on 
April 23 to speak about “The Cultural 
Contradiction of Woke Capitalism.”

I felt better once realizing neither 
my contemporaries nor members of 
the next generation had a clue what 
“woke capitalism,” “woke corpora-
tions” or even what “woke” meant. So, 
I did some research and spoke with 
Azzerad, and hopefully now I under-
stand the concept.

“Woke,” I discovered, is not a 
totally new concept. Merriam-Webster 
states it and the Oxford English 
Dictionary added “woke” in 2017, as 
it increasingly became a byword for 
social awareness. Merriam-Webster 
believes woke’s transformation into 
a byword of social awareness likely 
started in 2008, with the release of 
Erykah Badu’s song “Master 
Teacher,” which used “I stay woke” 
in a number of lines including, “Even 
though you go through struggle and 
strife, to keep a healthy life, I stay 
woke.”

Stay woke became a watchword in 
parts of the Black community for those 
who were self-aware and striving for 
something better. But stay woke and 
woke became part of a larger discus-
sion in 2014 following the shooting of 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.

The word “woke” became entwined 
with the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. Instead of just being a word 
that signaled awareness of injustice 
or racial tension, it became a word of 
action. Activists were woke and called 
on others to stay woke. 

However, the term “woke” is gain-
ing broader usage and has now entered 
the corporate and educational arenas. 
As always happens, defenders and dis-
paragers began speaking out. 

Jennifer Graham, in a recent 
article, “America’s Great Awokening,” 
explained the concept was seen as vir-
tuous and aspirational, not only among 
Blacks but also young Americans and 
progressives. She quoted Elizabeth 
Wright, a Ph.D candidate in sociolin-
guistics at the University of Michigan, 
who said Black people “don’t choose 
to be Woke, we must be Woke to stay 
alive. We must take this to companies 
that claim the mantle of ‘Wokeness’ 
without meaningful changes.”

On the other side, Graham cites 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk, who in a tweet 
mocked “Wokeness” and Woketopia. 
He, like other older conservative 
Americans, began to view wokeness as 
a joke or a societal evil akin to cancel 
culture.

William Briggs, a 
conservative writer, 
said the biggest 
conceptual change 
stems from corpora-
tions, afraid of being 
sued, becoming 
woke. Briggs claims 
lawsuits became too 
costly to bear, so 
corporations, espe-
cially larger ones 
that could afford it, 
began to preemp-
tively institute race 
quotas, which he said 
was the beginning 

of wokeness. In simple factory jobs, 
finding bodies to meet quotas was rela-
tively easy. In more complex positions 
that required experience, ability and 
education, it was not as easy. 

So, Briggs said, standards had to be 
lowered, and of course, lowering stan-
dards is costly. Larger corporations 
could absorb the costs, but smaller cor-
porations could not. But the real issue, 
he writes, is the premise of equality.

“The premise of equality has 
changed from all people should be 
treated the same under the law 
to all people are ‘really’ the same 
at the base. It’s only the circum-
stances that are different,” he wrote. 
“Appeasement has won corporations 
breathing room from lawsuits, saving 
them money at least originally. But 
appeasement will cost them more in 
the end. Get woke; became broke.”

I have problems with some of 
Briggs’ assertions because I was 
around in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s 
when discrimination was still rampant. 
Since then, there have been massive 
changes in opportunity for anyone who 
works hard and obtains an education. 
America is about all being treated 
equally under the law, providing equal 
opportunity for all people to succeed. 
However, imposing concepts that all 
people are really the same but only the 
circumstances are different, is very 
dangerous.

Having said this, I am looking for-
ward to hearing David Azzerad explore 
the current situation and provide solu-
tions to solving the cultural contradic-
tion of woke capitalism.

Amelia Island resident Howard 
Pines has more than 30 years experi-
ence as CEO, chairman and founder 
of BeamPines, a premier firm in the 
executive coaching business. He also 
co-founded the BeamPines/Middlesex 
University Master’s Program in 
Executive Coaching. Prior to that, he 
served as senior VP of human resources 
for a Fortune 100 corporation. He is the 
author of The Case for Wasting Time 
and Other Management Heresies.

Are we entering 
the woke era?

COACH’S

CORNER

Howard 
Pines

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
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The stated goals of the Amelia Island Foundation – a 
nonprofit registered with the state of Florida in April 2020 
– were worthy and important to our community.

The strategic approach and implementation of its 
primary funding mechanism were troubling and lacked 
transparency.

So, it’s a good thing the foundation has announced it is 
ceasing operations. For a nonprofit – any business, really 
– to be successful there must be trust. And before the 
foundation got its footing, the sands of trust had washed 
out from underneath.

The foundation was the brainchild of Amelia Island 
Convention and Visitors Bureau President and CEO  
Gil Langley. The bureau is essentially the management 
arm of the Amelia Island Tourist Development Council. 
Every time someone stays in a hotel on Amelia Island, 
a “bed tax” is included on the bill. The money derived 
from this bed tax is managed by the Tourist Development 
Council, which has hired Langley and his operation to 
manage much of the tourism-related objectives set by the 
council.

In addition to the Amelia Island Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Langley launched the Amelia Island 
Foundation with goals of helping out-of-work restaurant 
and hotel employees, creating educational opportunities 
for future tourism-related workers and funding other proj-
ects the Tourist Development Council and AICVB can’t 
complete with “bed tax” money.

The challenge the Amelia Island Foundation faced was 
how to raise money. Most nonprofits operate through 
traditional means. They ask the public for something – 
whether it is money, food for pantries, cat litter for pet 
shelters, blankets for homeless shelters. All of us have 
been in the checkout line at a grocery store when the little 
screen asks if we’d like to donate to one cause or another.

The key element? They ask.
Amelia Island Foundation and a local restaurant, serv-

ing as the “pilot program” partner, did not ask. They sim-
ply took. And it was incumbent on the customer to notice 
on their bill an additional charge, ask about it and request 
that it be removed. This upset people, and rightfully so.

Visitors to restaurant were donating without being 
asked. What’s the big deal? What if the 1% donation was 
to support Black Lives Matter or Donald Trump’s Super 
PAC? Would you be interested in donating to both causes 
without being asked? We didn’t think so.

According to a statement by the Amelia Island 
Foundation, the program operated for six months, but 
there was no grand announcement by the foundation or 
Langley about the new nonprofit. Its Facebook page was 
created Oct. 9, 2020, but didn’t add a website address until 
December. The foundation’s Twitter account launched in 
January 2021.

The lack of transparency was troubling. It caused such 
consternation that the Nassau County Board of County 
Commissioners released a statement distancing itself 
from the nonprofit.

Less than a week after the News-Leader’s front-page 
story about the nonprofit, it announced it was ceasing 
operations. A news release stated it was shuttering due 
“in part to the ongoing effects of COVID-19.”

“Among the impacts cited is the shortage of hospitality 
industry workers and the stresses it places on customer 
service with limited staff,” the release said.

The real reason was the public outcry about the foun-
dation. Yes, there was a lot of misinformation on social 
media about the foundation, but the foundation’s lack 
of transparency and forthrightness created a vacuum of 
criticism it could not escape. That trustworthiness is now 
something Langley, the creator of the foundation, must 
restore.

The way to do that is simple: Account for the money. 
The Amelia Island Foundation should release its finances 
– how much money it took in, what it spent money on 
and where the remainder of the money is going and has 
gone – to ensure the community can close the book on 
this endeavor.

We don’t assign malicious intent to those who 
launched, backed and supported this foundation. We do, 
however, believe the nonprofit’s lack of transparency and 
poor communication is inexcusable in such a big-hearted 
and generous community. We hope everyone has learned 
a lesson, and we can begin to focus on solving problems 
instead of creating new ones.

Amelia Island Foundation’s 
lack of transparency dooms it
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The Leader in Real Estate on Amelia Island
Only one realty brand gives you that feeling. The feeling that you’re in the presence of the world’s best. The 

culture of First Coast Sotheby’s International Realty is defined by our people; collaborating with a network 

of exceptional sales associates who from Tokyo to Telluride, and Paris to Palm Beach, provide 

personalized service and local expertise that help customers achieve their dreams.

Accepting Agent Applications

“My connection with Sotheby’s International Realty is the vital link which enabled me to 
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staff.
“I want to add a small word 

of caution on behalf of city staff,” 
Martin said. “When city com-
missioners apologize for city 
staff doing their job, that sends 
a wrong message to city staff. 
When the police issue a noise 
ordinance or code enforcement 
officer issues a citation, to apolo-
gize for city staff doing what you, 
as city commissioners, have 
passed as policy, sends a wrong 

message to city staff. Just please 
proceed cautiously.”

During his comments, Bean 
addressed Martin’s caution.

“When I apologize to our 
residents, I’m not apologizing 
on behalf of city staff,” Bean 
said. “I am apologizing on behalf 
of this board. There are things 
we need to fix, and when I see a 
bad law, and when I see a citizen 
that is unjustly affected by it, I 
will apologize for government 
steamrolling our citizens. I will 
continue to do that, because I 

believe our citizens deserve the 
best quality government we can 
muster.

In emails to the News-Leader, 
Lednovich and Bean said the 
noise ordinance, which was 
changed later during the City 
Commission meeting, led to con-
fusion and needs to be addressed.

“I was sympathetic to the 
plight of this young woman 
who was playing music to earn 
money for her college educa-
tion,” Lednovich wrote. “Miss 
Delfs, unfortunately, found her-

self in a matrix of obfusive (sic) 
city regulations when she was 
noticed by local police to stop 
performing. After obtaining a 
permit to perform, she believed 
she was adhering to all city 
requirements. Miss Delfs was 
obviously unaware that the city 
noise ordinance was also in force, 
and her permit did not supersede 
the restrictions of the noise ordi-
nance. She was abruptly shut 
down because I believe Miss 
Delfs was not fully cognizant 
of the noise ordinance restric-

tions when obtaining the permit. 
Citizens should never find them-
selves in the crossfire of puzzling 
permits and ordinances. We need 
to end such confusion by provid-
ing clear/concise information to 
those we serve.”

“I absolutely stand by apolo-
gizing to a young woman who 
was affected by a bad and over-
bearing city law,” Bean wrote. 
“That is why we need to update 
and simplify our confusing code 
of ordinances every chance we 
get, in this case our noise ordi-

nance. I don’t want any city 
employee to have to enforce a 
law that isn’t right for the people 
of Fernandina Beach, and there 
is always room to improve our 
customer service at the city.”

Martin declined to further 
comment on the matter. The 
commission passed, on first read-
ing, a new noise ordinance that 
will use decibel meter readings 
to determine the volume level 
allowed in the city, dependent on 
the time of day and day of the 
week.

July 1, 1994, and will be based on 
the previous years tonnage, but  
pursuant to the agreement, will 
not be less than $50,000 per year. 
We will continue to make these 
payments as required under the 
terms and conditions as set out in 
the pre-development agreement 
and development order. The Port 
Authority maintains its position 
that if it pays taxes in the future, 
the fees will not be required.” 

The letter is signed by Thomas 
Williams of the Ocean Highway 
and Port Authority.

At the April 6 City Commis-
sion meeting, City Attorney 
Tammi Bach said the letter, dis-
covered in one of several boxes 
of documents received by Ross, 
is one of two documents she 
thinks will change the direction 
of the legal action.

“They definitely are the 
smoking gun, so to speak, in 
terms of whether or not OHPA, 

at the time, agreed to pay the 
city the $50,000 PILOT forever, 
in perpetuity, as long as that 
development and that port is 
there,” Bach said. “Those two 
documents have been extremely 
helpful and will, I think, convince 
the judge that we will move on 
this step and at least get past the 
step, that we do have a contract, 
and then we will have a few other 
things to argue over. But, not 
much, I will say. It really came 
down to OHPA said we had no 

contract, they were voluntarily 
paying the city, and we have 
found documents that showed 
that the port authority, not in 
these (City Hall) chambers, but 
in their own public meeting, did 
approve this agreement and the 
payment of at least $50,000 annu-
ally to the city.” 

However, Fullwood told the 
News-Leader the documents 
found by Ross “are no smoking 
gun,” and that while the port did 
agree to make those payments, 

it did not agree to make them 
forever. 

“It was an opportunity (for 
the city) to collect taxes they 
otherwise wouldn’t be able to 
collect,” Fullwood said. “It was 
not a contract between the port 
and the city; it was an agree-
ment to get the port developed. 
Development agreements only 
last 20 years, according to state 
law. We offered them a settle-
ment and some type of future 
payments, and they rejected it. 

We have tried to work with them, 
to do something we should or 
could do. Other documents show 
it was supposed to be renegoti-
ated.”

OHPA attorney Patrick 
Krechowski declined to com-
ment.

The matter is on the agenda 
for the OHPA meeting at 6 p.m. 
today in the Nassau County 
Board of County Commissioners’ 
chambers at the James S. Page 
Government Complex in Yulee.

keeping our residents safe. I’m 
sure you watched in horror over 
the last several months, how 
our nation’s streets were lit 
up with rage, violence, anger, 
rioting, looting. That in some 
places it is still ravaging com-
munities. Our governor from 
the very beginning denounced 
those heinous acts of violence 

and said, here in Florida, we 
will not tolerate it. We will not 
allow for the violence and the 
rioting and the looting to take 
hold. And he was strong about 
that. And thankfully for the 
most part, you did not see what 
you saw in Seattle and other 
places. So we’re going to stand 
by law enforcement, and for 
those of you that have served, 
thank you.

On censorship:
“Conservative voices are 

being silenced and they’re being 
de-platformed and they’re being 
censored. ... They will continue 
to censor this governor because 
he is an assault to their liberal 
political agenda. This governor 
is someone that’s willing to 
fight back on this assault on free 
speech. They will not win. They 
will not prevail.”

CITY Continued from 1A

OHPA Continued from 1A

NUNEZ Continued from 1A
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DARA KAM
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE – Murmurs, 
and at times shouts, of a renewed 
gambling deal between the state 
and the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
have bubbled during legislative 
sessions stretching back nearly 
a decade.

But, as legislative leaders and 
governors come and go, finaliz-
ing an agreement – repeatedly 
likened to a “three-dimensional 
game of chess” – has proven to 
be just out of reach year after 
year after year.

The House, the Senate, the 
governor and the Seminoles are 
the central figures in trying to 
reach a deal, known as a “com-
pact.” But the talks also include 
the state’s pari-mutuel operators 
and global casino giants willing to 
drop big bucks on the possibil-
ity of planting roots in Florida, 
a vacation destination with a 
growing population that’s home 
to some of the nation’s most 
affluent citizens.

After repeated stabs at a 
compact fell through, specula-
tion about an agreement involv-
ing Gov. Ron DeSantis, the 
Legislature and the tribe is roil-
ing Tallahassee during the sec-
ond half of the 2021 legislative 
session. 

As negotiations simmer in 
secret, a Senate committee 
Monday approved two gambling-
related measures unrelated to 
tribal casinos. But even those 
efforts could be a long shot.

Senate President Wilton 
Simpson (R-Trilby) has taken the 
reins on a prospective deal with 
the Seminoles, as he has for the 
past three years.

Simpson is trying to advance 
a deal designed to recapture 
tens of millions of dollars a year 
that evaporated after the state 
conceded that hugely popu-
lar “designated player” games 
conducted at many pari-mutuel 
cardrooms violated a 2010 com-
pact with the Seminoles. That 

compact, struck by former Gov. 
Charlie Crist and state lawmak-
ers, gave the tribe “exclusive” 
rights to operate banked card 
games such as blackjack in 
exchange for a minimum annual 
payment of $150 million to the 
state.

Simpson has worked with 
the Seminoles to nail down a 
30-year compact, but he was 
unable to convince DeSantis and 
House leaders to endorse a plan 
during the past two legislative 
sessions.

But this year, Simpson holds 
a powerful post as Senate presi-
dent, and the compact could be 
part of horse-trading as the gov-
ernor and House Speaker Chris 
Sprowls (R-Palm Harbor) seek 

to cement their legislative pri-
orities.

After weeks without public 
movement on gambling issues, 
the Senate Regulated Industries 
Committee on Monday approved 
a bill (SPB 7076) that would cre-
ate a five-member “Gaming 
Control Commission” to over-
see gambling operations in the 
state. It also approved a bill (SPB 
7080) that would do away with 
a requirement that many pari-
mutuel facilities conduct live 
horse racing or jai alai games to 
offer more-lucrative card rooms, 
a process known as “decoupling.”

The decoupling proposal, 
however, could face hurdles dur-
ing the final three weeks of the 
legislative session.
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For the News-Leader

The Nassau County Sheriff’s Office celebrated 
a longtime employee’s retirement and a host of 
promotions recently

Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper said 
Undersheriff Roy Henderson has retired after more 
than eight years in administration. Henderson first 
served as director or operations and then as under-
sheriff.

“I am very thankful that he agreed to join me 
after my election as sheriff in 2012 and grateful 
for his commitment, service and dedication to our 
agency and community and what he has done to 

make NCSO better,” Leeper said.
Henderson served in law enforcement for 

more than 43 years with the Nassau County and 
Jacksonville sheriff’s offices.

Leeper said after “much thought, consideration 
and prayer,” he promoted Lt. Jon Hooper to under-
sheriff.

Hooper started his career with the sheriff’s office 
in 1998 as a 911 dispatcher and served in a variety of 
areas, including patrol, narcotics and criminal inves-
tigations. Hooper was Communications Officer of the 
Year in 1998, Investigator of the Year in 2007 and 
Supervisor of the Year in 2016.

Hooper is a graduate of the Florida Department 

of Law Enforcement Academy, Department of 
Homeland Security Leadership Academy and FBI 
National Academy Session.

“Jon has been shadowing Undersheriff 
Henderson for the last few weeks to provide for 

a smooth transition as we continue to improve our 
organization to provide the best services possible 
to our citizens,” Leeper said.

Submitted by the 
Nassau County Sheriff’s Office

Nassau County Sheriff’s Office celebrates retirement, promotions

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Left photo, Roy Henderson, left, and Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper. Right, Undersheriff Jon Hooper, left, and Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper.

Gambling bill starts moving

JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

With all Florida residents 
over the age of 16 eligible for 
the coronavirus vaccination and 
the number of cases declining in 
Nassau County, two Fernandina 
Beach commissioners said it is 
time the city lifts its mask man-
date. 

“If not now, when? Right now 
is the time that seems the most 
logical, because we now have the 
vaccine available to everyone,” 
Commissioner Bradley Bean said 
at the April 6 commission meet-
ing. “By all measurable things, 
we are succeeding and pushing 
and doing great.” 

Mayor Mike Lednovich noted 
only 23% of the county’s popula-
tion is fully vaccinated.

“That means one out of 
four people are vaccinated.” 
Lednovich said. “That means 
three out of four can spread the 
disease. Really? You want to 
take masks off? My neighbor 

caught COVID and almost died. 
Six months later, he’s learning 
to walk.”

Commiss ioner  Dav id 
Sturges agreed with Bean, not-
ing Jacksonville has lifted its 
mask requirement and Gov. Ron 
DeSantis has prohibited munici-
palities from enforcing the ordi-
nance. However, Commissioners 
Len Kreger and Chip Ross were 
in favor of keeping the require-
ment.

“For me, when the CDC stops 
recommending masks is when 
I’ll consider it,” Kreger said. 
“There are people dying; there 
are still some serious (numbers 
of) people dying. This is not the 
time to me that I think we should 
stop. Our per-thousand numbers 
are lower than some other states 
and I will suggest that that may 
be because we continue to … to 
wear a mask. Even if you are vac-
cinated, there’s no guarantee. So, 
I think it behooves us to protect 
the citizens.”

The mask ordinance exten-

sion was approved by a 3-2 vote, 
with Bean and Sturges voting 
against it.

The commission heard good 
news when Barbara Boyd, a part-
ner with CPA firm Purvis, Gray 
and Co., told the commission the 
city received an “unmodified” 
report on its financial statements 
for the fiscal year ending Sept. 
30, 2020.

“An unmodified opinion 
means that your financial state-
ments … are fairly stated in all 
material respects,” Boyd said. 
“That’s the highest level that we, 
as auditors, can find. I am pleased 
to say the audit disclosed no sig-
nificant deficiencies or material 
weaknesses.”

The audit materials showed 
total assets of the general fund 
of $9,891,217 for 2020, down 
$3.3 million from $13,225,458 
in 2019. The total fund balance 
grew, however, from $7,796,610 
in 2019 to $9,109,870 in 2020.

Boyd said the city has a prop-
er amount of money put aside in 

case of emergency.
“One of the things we look 

at is if you have a minimum of 
two months’ expenses in your 
fund balance,” she told the com-
mission. “Your assigned and 
unassigned fund balance as a 
percentage of total expenditures 
and your normal operating trans-
fers out is 16%, but then you also 
had your committed emergency 
reserve at 19%. Both of those 
combined is 35%. So, you are in 
a very good position.”

Boyd said the sum of the 
city’s enterprise funds are in 
exceptionally good financial 
shape, while others have a defi-
cit.

The audit also studied the 
grants received from FEMA with 
a single audit, which Boyd said 
goes into more detail.

“We look at the actual compli-
ance requirements with the grant 
and look at the internal controls 
over compliance, not necessar-
ily just the financial statements,” 
Boyd said. “I am pleased to give 

you an unmodified, clean opin-
ion on the audit of the major 
program. The audit disclosed no 
significant deficiencies or mate-
rial weaknesses.”

In other business, the City 
Commission:

• Recognized the military 
achievements of U.S. Army 
Command Sgt. Major Teresa 
King;

• Proclaimed April 2021 as 
Water Conservation Month;

• Proclaimed May 2-8 as 
Municipal Clerks Week;

• Heard a presentation 
from Bill Warner about the 
2021 Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance;

•Established revenue and 
expense accounts for the Public, 
Education and Government 
(PEG) channel;

•Approved a budget amend-
ment for the utilities department, 
moving funds that were miscat-
egorized into the proper account;

• Approved an amendment to 
the sanitation department budget 

to support costs associated with 
assuming residential yard waste 
collection;

•Approved a budget transfer 
of $50,000 from the contingency 
account to the legal department;

• Approved large-scale 
Future Land Use Map and 
Zoning assignments for the 
Baptist Medical Center proper-
ties at 1250 S. 18th Street, 1367 
S. 18th Street and vacant lands 
(totaling 31.39 acres) for FLUM 
assignment and zoning of Public 
and Institutional;

• Amended the General 
Employee and Fire and Police 
pension plans to comply with the 
SECURE Act;

• Established a fee sched-
ule for yard waste disposal and 
amended the contract with 
Advanced waste disposal to 
remove yard waste collection, 
by a 4-1 vote, with Bean casting 
the dissenting vote;

• Reappointed Kimberly 
Richo to the Housing Authority.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com

City Commission extends mask requirement by a split vote

Amelia Island & Nassau County’s #1 Property Management Company!
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T
his time of year, rap-
tors (birds of prey) are 
more evident around 
our island than usual. 

Some hawks are migrating 
through on their way to breed-
ing grounds up north and can 
often be seen atop utility poles 
along our roads. And some folk 
here have even been fortunate 
to view some of those birds 
of prey that breed right in our 
midst.

This season, Fort Clinch 
State Park has been a hotbed 
of raptor breeding activity this 
year. Some of these birds have 
been very visible recently. 

For a week or so in March, 
two great horned owlets hung 
out on a thick live oak branch 
near the lighthouse overlook 
parking lot in the park. For 
a few days, this parking lot 
was full of photographers and 
birdwatchers aiming to capture 
their best images of these large 
and still fluffy owls. By now 
they have developed their flight 
feathers and drifted invisibly 
into the woods, where they will 
eventually, one hopes, find their 
own large tree to nest in.

Watching the baby owls 
was fun while it lasted. But if 
you join the Facebook groups, 

“Our Town 
Photography 
Fernandina” 
and “Fort 
Clinch 
Photography,” 
there are a 
number of 
professional 
level photos, 
far better 
than mine, 
which you can 
admire indefi-
nitely.

For the 
past few 
years, bald 

eagles have also raised their 
chicks in a nest only viewable 
from a distance near the back 
gate, at the edge of the salt 
marsh deep in the park. Again 
this year, an eagle pair has been 
successful, with a fledgling 
flight captured by Beach Junki 
(Amy Wade) and posted on her 
Facebook page. Last year, there 
was also a successful eagle 
family raised in this nest, and 
maybe even the year before.

The presence of this eagle 
nest, though, has been prob-
lematic for the ospreys that also 
rule the skies in these parts. 
For the past couple of years, 

the osprey nest on a pole on 
North 14th Street near the back 
gate to Fort Clinch State Park 
has been bereft of the osprey 
families that have raised fami-
lies there regularly for years. 
Quite possibly the presence of 
predatory eagles nesting nearby 
forced the ospreys to find safer 
digs. 

In the years that ospreys 
have been missing here, the 
nest platform has become 
overgrown with living shrubs, 
and tainted by a large brown 
garbage bag and no doubt other 
debris, as well. Thanks to a call 
from Beach Junki, the Florida 
Public Utilities people came 
out with their lift and removed 
the shrub and plastic garbage. 
And now, the ospreys are 
back, eagles notwithstanding. 
Recently, Bucko and I observed 
two ospreys in the nest, most 
likely mating.

If you want to see the 
ospreys on this nesting plat-
form, be very careful not to dis-
turb them. This pair seems to 
be wary of people outside their 
cars or of too many cars parked 
near them. There are other 
osprey nests around the area to 
watch, too.

A pair of ospreys has nested 

for a few years running on a 
pole provided for them near 
RaceTrac gas station just 
beyond Flora Park on State 
Road 200. Recently, the pair of 
ospreys there, named “Flora” 
and “Parker” by avid osprey 
watchers, has also been seen 
mating. You can learn more 
about Flora and Parker and 
other ospreys in our area if you 
join the Osprey of Amelia Island 
Facebook group.

So, the bald eagle and great 
horned owl nesting season may 
be over for us, but the osprey 
show is just beginning. Other 
raptors, various hawks, are 
also breeding here this time of 
year. There is even a pair of 
red-shouldered hawks in the 
woods near my house that are 
screaming at each other, a sign 
of “love,” as their breeding sea-
son is just starting now. 

So, keep your eyes and ears 
open now, and you too might 
enjoy the raptor spring. It’s 
another fine nature experience 
presented to us here in Nassau 
County. Wonders never cease.

Pat Foster-Turley is a zoolo-
gist on Amelia Island. She wel-
comes your nature questions and 
observations. 

patandbucko@yahoo.com

Raptors around us

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Top photos, two great horned owlets were visible for a week in Fort Clinch State Park. 
Above, a pair of ospreys is setting up shop in the nest on a 14th Street pole. Left, bald 
eagles have fledged at least one offspring from a nest in Fort Clinch State Park.

WILD 

WAYS

Pat

Foster-Turley

https://www.baptistnassau.com/
mailto:patandbucko@yahoo.com
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GOING TO THE GAME?

BUY HIGH SCHOOL GAME

TICKETS AT GOFAN.CO.

BETH JONES
News-Leader

All four Nassau County flag 
football teams converged on 
Pirate Field Thursday night, 
and the host Fernandina Beach 
High School Lady Pirates and 
the Yulee Lady Hornets were 
victorious over their cross-
county foes.

In the first matchup, Yulee 
beat West Nassau 33-6 to 
improve to 6-1 overall on the 
season.

“We’ve only given up 54 
points all season, so I’m very 
proud of the way we are playing 
defense,” said D.J. Ford, head 
coach for Yulee. “We’re play-
ing outside of the county. I’m 
preparing the girls for eventual 
play in a district.

“We’ve submitted paper-
work to join one in the future. 
Tougher competition, more 
games and a chance at district 
and state championships. I per-
sonally think it’s time Nassau 
County takes the sport as seri-
ously as our neighbors in other 
counties do.”

In the nightcap, the Lady 
Pirates defeated Hilliard 32-7.

Gretchen Harding caught 

Yulee, Fernandina play for county crown

PHOTOS BY BETH JONES/NEWS-LEADER

Fernandina Beach High School’s Elizabeth Ramshaw rips a flag from a Hilliard ball carrier Thursday at Pirate Field. Also pictured is Ramshaw’s team-
mate Kamryn Williams. More photos, 6B.

Lady Hornets, 
Lady Pirates 
play at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday at YHS

two touchdowns from quarter-
back Riley Talbert, and Megan 
Laffey caught a third. Betty 

Elliot and Talbert each added a 
rushing touchdown for the Lady 
Pirates.

The FBHS defense was 
led by senior safety and team 
captain Maddie Powell, who had 

two interceptions.
The Lady Pirates (2-0) head 

to Yulee Thursday to take on 

the Lady Hornets in the county 
championship. Game time is 
6:30 p.m.

Yulee quarterback Chelsea Cooner, left, scores in the third quarter to put the Lady Hornets up 27-6. FBHS quarterback Riley Talbert, right, scored for the Lady Pirates.

Yulee running back and team captain Allijah Cortez, left, heads for the end zone in the first quarter. Her TD put Yulee 
up 14-0. Above, FBHS’s Megan Laffey runs the ball for the Pirates after catching a pass from quarterback Talbert.
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2021 SCHEDULES
YULEE HIGH SCHOOL

Varsity Baseball
April 16 FERNANDINA BEACH 6:30
April 19 at Wolfson 6:00
April 20 at Ridgeview 6:00
April 23 UNIVERSITY CHRIST.** 6:30
** Senior night

YULEE HIGH SCHOOL

Varsity Softball
April 15 at Hilliard 7:00
April 16 at Trinity Christian 6:30
April 20 at Bishop Kenny* 5:00
* District

FERNANDINA BEACH HIGH SCHOOL

Boys and Girls Tennis
April 14-15 DISTRICT TOURNEY 7:30

FERNANDINA BEACH HIGH SCHOOL

Junior Varsity Baseball
April 16 YULEE 6:00

FERNANDINA BEACH HIGH SCHOOL

Varsity Baseball
April 16 at Yulee 6:30
April 20 at Camden County 6:00
April 22 FLETCHER 6:00

April 26-29 District 4-3A at TBA

FERNANDINA BEACH HIGH SCHOOL

Softball
April 15 at Christ Church Academy 4:00
April 16 at Bishop Snyder 6:00
April 20 ED WHITE 5:30
April 22 at Terry Parker

FERNANDINA BEACH HIGH SCHOOL

Boys and Girls Track & Field
April 16 Region 1-3A at Raines
April 30 Region 1-2A at Bolles
May 13 2A state at University of Florida

NASSAU COUNTY

Girls Flag Football
April 15 West Nassau-Hilliard 5:30
 Fernandina-host Yulee 6:30

YULEE HIGH SCHOOL

Girls Flag Football
April 15 FERNANDINA BEACH 6:30

FERNANDINA BEACH MIDDLE SCHOOL

Baseball
April 14 COUNTY SEMIS 5/7:00
April 17 County finals at YMS 11:00

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Ladies Golf Association of the Golf Club of Amelia Island held its two-day Championship Tournament, and win-
ners included, from left, Sue Lansdell, Cathy West, Bette Kontio, Sue Riegler, Bernie Carroll, Carol Scavotto and 
Nancy Carpenter.

The Ladies Golf Association 
of the Golf Club of Amelia 
Island held its two-day 
Championship Tournament 
recently. Sue Riegler was 
crowned the overall champi-
on. The ladies played in beauti-
ful weather.

Flight winners were Bernie 
Carroll, first place, first flight; 
Cathy West, second place; 
Bette Kontio, first place, sec-
ond flight; Sue Lansdell, sec-
ond; Carol Scavotto, first place, 
third flight, Nancy Carpenter, 
second.

The Ladies Golf Association 
plays every Thursday at 9 a.m. 
Contact the pro shop at 904-
277-8015.

Stableford tourney
On a beautiful, April Satur-

day, 62 players participated 
in the Golf Club of Amelia 
Island’s April individual 
Stableford tournament. The 
Men’s Golf Association players 
were divided into six flights 
according to handicap and tee 
box. Players individually com-

pleted each hole, then recorded 
their Stableford score.

In the first flight from the 
blue tees, Doug Ritter won 
the day with 40 points. Mark 
Rosenthal and John Salciccioli 
tied for second with 38 points. 
In the second flight from the 

blue tees, Brian Boyer came 
out victorious with 45 points, 
followed closely by Michael 
Beasley.

From the black tees, 
the first flight finished in a 
first-place tie between Barry 
Doggett and Charlie Morris, 

who both finished with 37 
points. Second place was cap-
tured by Greg Matthews with 
34, and third place went to 
Mike Williams with 33.

The second flight was won 
by Joe Kotopka with 40 points. 
James Winegeart and Ray 
Whitehead tied for second with 
38 points, Steve Ritter finished 
third with 32, and Terry Eberle 
fourth with 31. In the third 
flight from the black tees, Bob 
Evans finished first with 36 
points, and John McClure and 
Jim Peisel finished tied for sec-
ond with 32 points.

In the single flight from the 
white tees, Rich Blazek won 
the day with 39 points, with 
Howard Tarlow coming in sec-
ond with 34.

The players enjoyed the 
event and the competition and 
are already looking forward to 
next month’s tournament.

Join ladies golf group
The Fernandina Beach Golf 

Club’s nine-hole ladies group 
plays on Mondays and is open 
to new members. Anyone 
interested in joining the group 
may email Carla Foreman at 
ckforeman20@gmail.com.

GCAI men hold April Stableford tourney
GOLF NEWS

Sue Riegler captured the overall title for the Ladies Golf 
Association at the Golf Club of Amelia Island’s two-day 
Championship Tournament.

RECREATION ROUNDUP

The city of Fernandina 
Beach Parks & Recreation 
Department offers the follow-
ing programs and activities. 
Visit www.fbfl.us for informa-
tion on the following programs 
or activities.

• Peck Gym is now fully 
open. The cardio area, weight 
room and basketball/volleyball 
court opened Friday, and all 
sports activities are restored to 
their normal days and times.

• Open adult volleyball 
at Peck Gym Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 7-9 p.m. Informal 
team games on two courts. 
Teams selected each night. 
Ages 16 and up (16-17 must 
have parental consent form 
signed by parents and nota-
rized before participating). 
Cost is $3/day for city resi-
dents, $5 non-city.

• Youth team volleyball 
at Peck Gym Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 3-7 p.m. Two 
courts available. For school 
and club teams. Players must 
have adult coach or adult 
supervision. Call 310-3353 or 
310-3354 at least 24 hours 
in advance to reserve courts. 
Cost is $3/day for city resi-
dents, $5 non-city.

• Open adult indoor soccer 
at Peck Gym Wednesdays 
from 5:30-8 p.m. Informal team 
games. Teams selected each 
night. Ages 16 and up (ages 
16 and 17 must have parental 
consent form signed by par-
ents and notarized before par-
ticipating). Cost is $3 for city 
residents, $5 non-city.

• Open basketball at Peck 
Gym Monday and Thursday 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. (court 
closes at 5:30 p.m. for adult 
leagues in winter and sum-
mer); Wednesday from 11 
a.m.-5:15 p.m.; and Tuesday 
and Friday from 11 a.m.-2 
p.m., based on court avail-
ability due to organized team 
activities. 

Persons under the age 
of 16 must be accompanied 
by adults of the age of 18 or 
older. Photo identification is 
required to enter Peck Gym.

• Open roller hockey at the 
Main Beach Multi-Purpose 
Court. Adult/older teens skate 
Tuesdays from 5-6 p.m. 
(beginner) and Saturdays 
from 4:15-4:45 p.m. (easy) 
and 4:45-6 p.m. (advanced). 
Family skate Tuesdays from 
4-5 p.m. and Saturdays from 
3-4 p.m. Call Ray Matz at 215-
852-7038.

• Atlantic Pool (main pool 
only) is open for lap swim and 
aqua aerobics. Atlantic kiddie 
pool is open. MLK Jr. pool is 
open for AquaGym Fitness 
classes Monday-Saturday. 
Private swim lessons are post-
poned.

• Swimming lessons for 
adults at the MLK Jr. pool 
April 10 from 11 a.m.-noon. 
Beginner to intermediate lev-
els. Cost is $5 per session city 
residents, $6 non-city. Contact 
Kaitlyn Rivera at krivera@fbfl.
org or 904-310-3362.

• Scuba classes at the 
Atlantic pool. Try Diving 
Experience, a one- to two-hour 
introductory experience that 
consists of a short classroom 
session and trying scuba in 
the pool with a certified scuba 
diving instructor or divemaster. 
Open to ages 8 and up. 

Cost is $50 per person for 
city residents, $62 non-city; 
$80/couple city residents, 
$100 non-city; $150/group for 
city residents (up to six peo-
ple), $188 non-city. Scheduled 
at your convenience. Call 310-
3350 to schedule.

PADI scuba open water 
certification. Private and 
group instruction available. 
City course fee is $120 and 
includes administration and 
instruction (additional check-
out dive fee). PADI eLearn-
ing registration is $195 and 
includes online academic 
training, use of scuba gear 
and certification card. 

Participants must provide 
their own masks, snorkels, 
fins, booties and weight belts. 
Open to ages 10 and up. Visit 
Atlantic Center.

• Beach wheelchairs can 
be reserved at the Atlantic 
Center by paying a refundable 
$50 deposit. Four wheelchairs 

available. Call 310-3350.
• Rod Gibson Tennis 

Services at Central Park ten-
nis courts 1 and 2. Available 
instructed programs:

Youth tennis clinics spring 
I session (through April 15), 
Red Ball 1 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3-3:45 p.m. 
and Red Ball 2 on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 3:45-
4:30 p.m. Cost is $91 for full 
session for city residents, 
$109.20 non-city. Orange Ball 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 3-4 p.m. and Green Ball 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 4-5 p.m. Cost is $108 for 
full session for city residents, 
$129.60 non-city. 

Junior intermediate on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
4:30-6 p.m. Cost is $169 for 
full session for city residents, 
$202.80 non-city. Junior 
advanced on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5-6:30 p.m. 
Cost is $156 for full session for 
city residents, $187.20 non-
city. Drop-in rates available.

• Adult clinics: Women’s 
advanced beginner/interme-
diate strokes clinic (2.5-3.0) 
Mondays from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Advanced beginner/interme-
diate strokes clinic (2.5-3.0) 
Wednesdays from 8-9 a.m. 
Intermediate strokes clinic 
(3.0-3.5) Wednesdays from 
9-10:30 a.m. Women’s inter-
mediate drills clinic (3.0-3.5) 
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. 

Intermediate strokes 
clinic (3.0-3.5) Thursdays 
from 6-7:30 p.m. Intermediate/
advanced drills clinic (3.5-4.0) 
Thursdays from 6-7:30 p.m. 
Intermediate/advanced drills 
clinic (3.5-4.0) Saturdays from 
9-10:30 a.m. Cost is $10/
person/hour for one-hour clin-
ics, $12 non-city; and $15/
person for 1 1/2-hours clinics, 
$18 non-city. Pre-registration 
required (minimum of three 
persons per clinic).

• Japanese ju jitsu and 
kenjutsu at the Peck Center, 
1st Floor Instructors’ Studio. 
Ju jitsu involves striking, kick-
ing, throwing and submis-
sion through joint locks and 
finishing techniques. Kenjutsu 
involves use of the katana 
(sword) and bokken (wooden 
sword). Both classes are open 
ages 12 and up. Ju jitsu is 
offered Tuesdays from 7:30-
8:30 p.m. and Thursdays from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Cost is $8 per 
class or $60 a month for city 
residents; $10 per class or $75 
a month non-city. Kenjutsu 
is offered Tuesdays from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Cost is $8 per 
class or $30 a month for city 
residents; $10 a class or $36 
a month non-city. Contact 
Sensei Jeff Weisfeld at (443) 
864-3331 or visit ameliaisland-
bushido@gmail.com.

• Women’s Martial Arts 
and Self-Defense at the Peck 
Center Instructors’ Studio. This 
training includes blended mar-
tial arts from around the world, 
both open hand and weapons, 
including boxing, kickboxing, 
jeet kune do, kali/escrima 
(stick fighting), grappling, ju 
jitsu, knife defense, and situ-
ational awareness. Open to 
ages 12 and up. Wednesdays 
from 7:30-9 p.m. Cost is $8 
per class for city residents, 
$10 for non-city. Contact 
instructor Morgan Thomas at 
443-280-0803.

• Weight Room/Cardio Area 
at Peck Gym. Ages 13 and up 
(ages 13-15 with adult supervi-
sion; ages 16-17 unsupervised 
but with waiver signed by 
parent or guardian). Open 
Monday through Friday from 
11 a.m.-7 p.m.

• Atlantic Fitness Room 
at the Atlantic Center. Precor 
treadmills, ellipticals, and 
Adaptive Motion Trainer; 
Precor recumbent and upright 
bikes; Concept 2 rower; 
Nautilus StairMaster Stepmill; 
Hammer Strength plate loaded 
fitness equipment; Magnum 
Fitness Biangular Series 
machines; and free weights. 
Ages 13 and up (ages 13-15 
with adult supervision; ages 
16-17 unsupervised but with 
waiver signed by parent or 
guardian). Open Monday- 
Friday from 7 a.m.-7 p.m., 

ROUNDUP Continued on 6B

https://www.fbfl.us/
https://www.toptracer.com/
mailto:ckforeman20@gmail.com
mailto:bushido@gmail.com


 
3BWEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021 SPORTS News-Leader

Car wash for football
Fernandina Beach Youth 

Football will hold a car wash 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 
25 at Bo & Mike’s Detail 
Shop, 1224 S. Eighth St., in 
Fernandina Beach. Cost is $15 
per wash. Visit the league on 
its Facebook page.

Men’s basketball
Register through April 

16 at the MLK Jr. Center 
on Elm Street for the city of 
Fernandina Beach Parks and 
Recreation Department’s sum-
mer men’s basketball league. 
Team registration fee is $425. 
There is a 12-person roster 
limit per team. Matching uni-
form shirts with numbers on 
backs required.

Games will be played on 
Mondays and Thursdays at 
Peck Gym beginning May 3, 
with tip-off at 6:30 p.m. for 
the first game. Contact John 
Coverdell at jcoverdell@fbfl.
org or 904-310-3351.

NSFA meetings
The Nassau Sport Fishing 

Association holds its monthly 
business meetings on the 
second Wednesday of each 
month. The monthly social get-
together is held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. 

The location for both 
meetings is Kraft Ten Acres, 
961023 Buccaneer Trail, 
Fernandina Beach, Florida 
32034. Call 556-5531 or email 
info@nsfafish.net for informa-
tion.

Bass tourney
The 32nd annual Wolfson 

Children’s Hospital Bass 
Tournament returns in-person 
May 13-15 at the City Docks in 
Palatka. This year, more than 
$48,000 in cash prizes will be 
awarded. Now in its 32nd year, 
the tournament is recognized 
as one of the largest bass fish-
ing tournaments in Florida.

The public may enter a 
drawing for a chance to win 
a 21-foot 2021 Bullet Boat 
model 21SDC with matching 
tandem Boatmate trailer and 
Mercury 250 Pro XS outboard 
motor, courtesy of Bullet Boats 
and Mercury Marine, valued 
at $58,000. All proceeds 
from the drawing benefit the 
Wolfson Children’s C. Herman 
and Mary Virginia Terry Heart 
Institute. To enter the drawing, 
visit wolfsonbasstournament.
com. Ticket sales close at 8 
a.m. May 21. This year’s grand 
prize drawing will be broadcast 
on Facebook Live at 11 a.m. 
May 22.

Since its inception, the 
tournament has raised more 
than $5 million for Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital of 
Jacksonville.

The Lads & Lasses Tourn-
ament (one male, one female 
boater) is May 13 at the 
Palatka City Docks. Weigh-in 
begins at 3 p.m. The VIP & 
Friends Tournament (sponsor 
boats pre-fish) is May 14 at the 
Palatka City Docks. Weigh-in 
begins at 3 p.m.

The 32nd Annual Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital Bass 
Tournament is May 15. Late 
registration opens at 2 a.m. 
Boats launch from the Palatka 
City Docks at safe light. 
Weigh-in begins at 3 p.m.

Register online or applica-
tions will be accepted at the 
Palatka City Docks from 2-4 
p.m. May 13-14, and from 
2-8 a.m. May 15. The Palatka 
City Docks are located at 309 
River St. Weigh-ins continue 
in 15-minute increments, stag-
gered by boat number.

In 1989, the director of 
the Plant Facilities depart-
ment of Baptist Medical 
Center Jacksonville, along 
with several others, came 
up with the tournament as a 
vehicle to help fund capital 
improvements and acquisition 
of advanced technology at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital, a 
not-for-profit, pediatric hospital 
providing world-class care for 
children and families in North 
Florida, South Georgia and 
beyond.

Visit wolfsonbasstourna-
ment.com.

Sailing Club meets
The Amelia Island Sailing 

Club meets the first Tuesday 
of the month at the Kraft 
Athletic Club at Ten Acres, 
located off Buccaneer Trail. 
Social hour starts at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by a potluck dinner, 
business meeting and guest 
speaker presentation. 

Guests are welcome. 
Current boat ownership or sail-
ing skills are not prerequisites 
to joining.

Club activities throughout 
the year may include day/
overnight excursions by water 
and/or land, sailboat racing 

and social activities as well as 
assisting with local conserva-
tion and environmental efforts 
in waters surrounding Amelia 
Island. Visit www.ameliaisland-
sailingclub.wildapricot.org.

Play pickleball
Scheduled play at the 

pickleball courts at Central 
Park in Fernandina Beach has 
resumed. Beginner play (levels 
1.0-2.5) is 3-4 p.m. Sunday; 
social play (3.0 plus with chal-
lenge court) is from 4-6 p.m. 
Sunday.

Women’s open play (all lev-
els) on courts 1-4 is from 8-10 
a.m. Monday, and level 3.5 on 
courts 1, 5 and 6 from 4-6 p.m. 
Monday, with rating level 4.0 
plus on courts 2-4. Levels 3.0 
and 3.5 plus play from 8-10 
a.m. Tuesday, and levels 2.0, 
2.5 and 3.0 from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Levels 3.0 and 3.5 plus 
with challenge court is from 
4-6 p.m. Wednesday. Men’s 
open play (all levels) on courts 
1-3 is from 8-10 a.m. Nighttime 
social play (all levels) is from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday. 
Levels 3.0 and 3.5 plus is from 
8-10 a.m. Friday, and levels 
2.0, 2.5 and 3.0 from 10 a.m. 
to noon. On Saturday, night-
time social play (all levels) is 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Visit www.fbpickleball.com, 
Fernan-dina Beach Pickleball 
Pirates on Face-book or email 
fbpbpirates@gmail.com.

Boules Club
The Amelia Island Boules 

Club holds pétanque pickup 
games on the pétanque courts 
at the south end of the down-
town Marina, Saturdays at 
9:30 a.m. and most afternoons 
on weekdays.

Pétanque (pay-tonk) is a 
cousin of both horseshoes 
and bocce, the Italian bowling 
game. The public is always 
welcome. Call 491-1190 for 
information.

Organized bike rides
The North Florida Bicycle 

Club offers several organized 
bicycle rides each week at 
various times and locations on 
Amelia Island and in Nassau 
County. Cyclists of all abilities 
are welcome. Helmets and a 
bicycle in good working con-
dition are required. Bicycle 
safety will be emphasized at 
the start of each ride. Cyclists 
typically split into groups, 
depending on pace and skill 
level, and there are options 
to cut the ride short. Lunch is 
optional. 

Call 261-5160 or visit www.
ameliaislandcycling.com, 
www.ameliaislandtrail.org or 
www.nfbc.us.

Support Our Veterans
Amelia Island Guides 

Association’s Support Our 
Veterans Fishing Tourna-
ment on Nov. 13 is open to all 
anglers fishing from powered 
boat, kayak, canoe, shore, 
bridge or pier. The event will 
be held from the Amelia Island 
Marina, formerly the Amelia 
Island Yacht Basin.

Anglers can enter and win 
in the redfish spot tournament, 
the biggest trout tournament 
or both. Early entry fees are 
$40 per adult angler for the 
redfish spot tournament ($50 
at the captains meeting), $40 
per adult angler for the biggest 
sea trout tournament ($50 at 
the captains meeting) and $70 
per adult angler for both tour-
naments ($90 at the captains 
meeting). 

Early entry fee is $20 per 
youth angler for each tourna-
ment ($25 at captains meet-
ing) or $30 for both tourna-
ments ($40 at the captains 
meeting). Youth anglers are 
boys and girls under 16 years 
of age. Corporate team fee is 
$250 per boat with early entry 
fee for the redfish spot tourna-

SPORTS SHORTS
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Ryan Hepler, left, of Fernandina Beach High School placed sixth in the 139-pound 
weight class at the regional weightlifting meet Saturday at West Nassau High School. 
He had a total of 340 pounds.
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S
port fishing boats have 
been hooking up to 
excellent sheepshead 
action while fishing 

some of the nearshore bottom 
structures when weather con-
ditions allow. One of the more 
popular offshore fish havens 

has been 
the popular 
KBY artificial 
reef, where 
the bottom 
includes old, 
broken con-
crete.

KBY 
artificial reef 
encompasses 
a huge area, 
including two 
square miles 

of broken concrete and rubble 
from the old Kings Bay Naval 
Station. There have been a few 
small barges placed there on 
the bottom as well.

Sheepshead fishermen will 
typically look for areas of the 
bottom that have scattered rub-
ble and concrete to harbor the 
best concentrations of sheeps-
head. The cracks in the rocks 
and debris seem to hold a lot of 
marine and shellfish, which is 
the big attraction for offshore 
sheepshead.

A spinning reel with 
20-pound green-colored braided 
fishing line is the fishing tackle 
of choice when targeting off-
shore sheepshead. A 12-inch 
section of 30-pound fluoro-
carbon leader is attached to 
the braided fishing line using 
back-to-back uni knots. Next, a 
4-ounce egg sinker is threaded 
onto the fluorocarbon leader, 
and then a 30-pound black bar-
rel swivel is attached to the tag 
end of the leader. A 2-foot sec-
tion of 30-pound fluorocarbon 
shock leader is then attached to 
the remaining side of the black 
barrel swivel. Finally, a size-
one kahle hook is attached to 
the business end of the shock 
leader. 

A small piece of fresh clam 
is then barbed and fished dead 
on the bottom while occasion-
ally raising and lowering the 
rod tip.

Sheepshead fishing has also 
been at the St. Marys inlet, 
where jetty rocks hold the best 

Big sheepshead bite

OUTDOORS

Terry Lacoss

F E R N A N D I N A  B E A C H  T I D E S
Tides, Sun &  Moon : April 14, - April 21, 2021

Sat.
4/17

Sun.
4/18

Mon.
4/19

Tues.
4/20

Fri.
4/16

Thur.
4/15 

Wed.
4/21 

Sunrise 6:59A

Moonrise 8:31A 

Sunset 7:53P 

Moonset 10:21P

Wed.
4/14 

Low 4:52A 1.68’

High 11:10A 7.17’

Low 4:54P 1.65’

High 11:22P 7.86’

Sunrise 6:58A

Moonrise 9:05A 

Sunset 7:53P 

Moonset 11:16P

Sunrise 6:56A

Moonrise 9:44A 

Sunset 7:54P 

Moonset -- P

Low 5:28A 1.82’

High 11:46A 6.91’

Low 5:26P 1.84’

High 11:58P 7.67’

High -- A -- ’

Low 6:05A 2.01’

High 12:23P 6.68’

Low 6:02P 2.04’

High 12:36A 7.49’

Low 6:05A 2.01’

High 1:03P 6.51’

Low 6:42P 2.23’

Moonset 1:06A

Sunrise 6:54A

Moonrise 11:16A 

Sunset 7:55P 

High 1:18A 7.34’

Low 7:32A 2.42’

High 1:46P 6.41’

Low 7:31P 2.39’

Moonset 1:57A

Sunrise 6:53A

Moonrise 12:11P 

Sunset 7:56P 

High 2:06A 7.24’

Low 8:28A 2.55’

High 2:37P 6.40’

Low 8:32P 2.48’

Moonset 2:45A

First Qtr. 3:00A

Sunrise 6:52A

Moonrise 1:09P 

Sunset 7:57P 

Tide calculations are for Amelia River, Fernandina Beach. No corrections are necessary.
Sun & Moon events are also calculated for Fernandina Beach, although actual times may vary because of land masses.

High 4:05A 7.30’

Low 10:28A 2.39’

High 4:40P 6.77’

Low 10:43P 2.27’

High 3:03A 7.22’

Low 9:28A 2.55’

High 3:36P 6.51’

Low 9:38P 2.44’

Moonset 3:29A

Sunrise 6:51A

Moonrise 2:11P 

Sunset 7:57P 

Moonset 12:11A

Sunrise 6:55A

Moonrise 10:27A 

Sunset 7:55P 

Paying too much money for your business insurance?  Simpler, smarter business insurance.
We come to your business for personalized service to save you both time and money.

We make insurance easy.

904-388-6446

Andres Cofre 
and sons Ernesto 
and Max, far 
left, are pictured 
with a nice 
Amelia Island 
sheepshead. 
Sheepshead fish-
ing in the back-
waters and at off-
shore structures 
has been excel-
lent. Black drum 
fishing continues 
to be excellent 
in Cumberland 
Sound and at 
the tip of the 
St. Marys south 
jetty rocks. 
Left, pictured 
are Fredrick 
Elarbee, right, 
with two sons 
Rache and 
Robert with a 
nice catch of 
black drum. Also 
pictured is Capt. 
Steve Hair and 
his charter boat 
Ye Ole Pirate.

concentrations of these jail-like 
fish.    

Amelia Island’s Capt. Danny 
Flynn offers excellent advice on 
angling techniques when target-
ing jetty sheepshead.

“My favorite sheepshead 
waters include the St. Marys 
jetty rocks,” Flynn said. “Here, 
sheepshead will congregate 
close to the low areas of the 
jetty rocks during the low tide 
periods. My favorite tides to 
catch sheepshead include the 
last few hours of the falling tide 
and the first few hours of the 

incoming tide.”  
Fishing tackle is key when 

targeting jetty sheepshead, 
which at times can be very 
tricky in their feeding habits.

“I typically use 20-pound 
spinning tackle, with spinning 
reels spooled with 20-pound 
braided fishing line,” Flynn 
said. “A 1- to 4-ounce egg sink-
er is threaded onto the braided 
line, using just enough weight 
to keep fiddler crab bait down 
on the bottom and next to the 
rocks. A 20-pound barrel swivel 
is then tied to the tag end of 

the braided fishing line. Next, 
a 12-inch section of 20-pound 
fluorocarbon shock leader is 
tied to the remaining side of 
the barrel swivel. Finally, a 
size-four kahle hook is tied to 
the business end of the shock 
leader.”

Excellent reasoning for 
employing a small size-four 
Kahle hook is it produces more 
strikes from spooky sheeps-
head that often mistake the 
small saltwater hook for a fid-
dler crab leg.

“Sheepshead strikes are 

often difficult to detect,” Flynn 
explains. “Keeping a tight fish-
ing line, while raising and low-
ering the rod tip, is a good tip 
for detecting sheepshead that 
are trying to sneak off with my 
barbed fiddler crab.”

Current Florida fishing regu-
lations for sheepshead includes 
a 12-inch minimum size limit 
and a bag limit of eight per day 
per angler. For information, go 
to www.myfwc.com. 

The Nassau Sport fishing 
Association will hold a fish club 
meeting at 7 p.m. today at Kraft 

Athletic Club. Local fisher-
men are encouraged to come 
and find out what is happening 
in the local fishing waters of 
Amelia Island and to meet other 
local fishermen.

The popular local fishing 
club holds several competitive 
fishing events through the year, 
including the annual Fernandina 
Beach Kingfish Tournament 
and Rodeo. Members also 
compete for Fish of the Month 
honors and NSFA Angler of the 
Year honors. For information, 
visit www.nsfafish.com.
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Jackie and Dean Swihart recently caught and released this 32-inch redfish while fishing some of Amelia Island’s shallow water bays. Swihart is a con-
gresswoman representing the the Second District of Indiana.

ment ($300 per boat at the captains meeting). 
Early entries must be submitted before 6 p.m. 
Nov. 12. Final registration begins at 6 p.m., 
and entries will be accepted up until 7 p.m. The 
captains meeting and prize drawings begin at 
6:45 p.m.

In the redfish spot tourney, the most spots 
on a legal red drum (redfish) will win the tour-
nament with first through third places, based 
on the most spots. The first live “no spot”entry 
brought to the check in table will be awarded a 
fourth prize. All entry fee money will be award-
ed in prizes. Youth prizes and trophies will 
be presented to the top three places. If there 
are no youth winners, entry fee money will be 
donated to the American Legion Post 54.

In the biggest sea trout tournament, the 
single biggest sea trout by weight will win 
the tournament, with first- through third-place 
prizes. All effort should be made to bring these 
fish in alive, but there will be no penalty for a 
dead entry. All entry fee money will be awarded 
in prizes.

All Anglers should follow Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Commission rules; just one sea trout 
over 19 inches is allowed per boat. In the cor-
porate redfish spot tournament, the winning 
boat takes home the trophy.

Anglers are required to attend the captains 
meeting on Nov. 12 to receive their entry 

number. Registration begins at 6 p.m. Check-
out begins at the captains meeting. This is an 
open-launch format.

Participants can fish in any waters in North 
Florida starting at safe light on Nov. 13. Check-
in will begin at 11 a.m. at the spotmaster’s 
check-in table at the Amelia Island Marina. 
Anglers must be in standing in line with their 
fish no later than 4 p.m. The line will close at 
4 p.m. Anyone getting to the line after 4 p.m. 
will be disqualified. Time will be based on the 
Spotmaster’s cellphone clock.

Rain date will be Nov. 14. The tournament 
director will make the call to move the date 
from Saturday to Sunday in the event of bad 
weather. A storm date will be Dec. 4. If the tour-
nament needs to be canceled, a full refund will 
be made, upon request. Make sure all contact 
information on registration/entry form is com-
plete and correct.

All fish must be caught by hook, line, rod 
and reel and must be caught by the angler who 
entered the tournament. Anglers may use live, 
dead or artificial baits. Every possible means 
should be made to ensure a live release.

All entries must obey Florida fishing and 
boating regulations. In the event of a tie, the 
entry checked in earliest will be the winner. All 
anglers on a boat must have paid for tourna-
ment entry. Contact Capt. Matt Harrelson at 
904-206-9527 or spartinatailscharterfishing@
yahoo.com.

SHORTS Continued from 3B

https://www.myfwc.com/
https://www.nsfafish.com/
https://yahoo.com/
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PUBLIC NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES CONTINUED

ON THE NEXT PAGE.

SECTION 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
FROM:
1.01 The Owner (hereinafter re-
ferred  to  as  Nassau  County
School Board):
A. The School Board of
Nassau County
1201 Atlantic Avenue
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
1.02  And  the  Engineer  (here-
inafter referred to as Engineer):
A. M.V. Cummings
Engineers, Inc.
6501 Arlington Expressway,
S-B211
Jacksonville, FL 32211
1.03  DATE: MARCH 19, 2021
A. Public Advertisement Dates:
April 7, 2021
April 14, 2021
April 21, 2021
1.04  TO:  POTENTIAL  BID-
DERS
A. Prequalified firms are invited
to submit an offer under seal to
The  Nassau  County  School
Board for construction of HVAC
and Control Systems Replace-
ment for the following project:
FERNANDINA  BEACH  HIGH
SCHOOL HVAC SYSTEM ME-
CHANICAL RETROFIT.
The  project  is  located  at  Fer-
nandina  Beach  High  School
435  Citrona  Drive,  Fernandina
Beach,  FL  32034.  Bidding  will
be located at The School Board
of  Nassau  County,  Board
Room,  1201  Atlantic  Avenue,
Fernandina  Beach,  FL  32034
before  1:00  pm  local  daylight
time on TUESDAY, the 4th day
of MAY 2021.  All Bids received
at  such  place,  date  and  time
will  be  publicly  opened  and
read aloud.  Bids received after
such  time  will  be  returned  to
the  respective  Bidder,  un-
opened. 
B. All  bidders were required to
prequalify as to the approval of
the owner  prior  to 2:00 pm on
February 4, 2021.
C.  A  Mandatory  Pre-Bid  Con-
ference  will  be  held  on  the
school  site  at  1:00  PM  on
Thursday, the 22nd day of April
2021.  All Prequalified Contrac-
tors  must  attend  this  Pre-Bid
Conference  in  order  to  have
their Bid considered.
D. Project Description:
1.  This project  includes  HVAC
Systems  demolition  and  re-
placement and HVAC Controls
removal,  modification and rein-
stallation  at  the  various  Build-
ings of the school campus. The
project will include work of oth-
er  trades  in  support  of  the
HVAC  replacement  and  Con-
trols removal,  modification  and
reinstallation.
E. Documents may be obtained
only by General Contractor and
Mechanical,  Electrical  and
Plumbing  Subcontract  Bidders.
Others may view the Bid Docu-
ments  at  the  following  Plan
Room:
1.  ARC  Document  Solutions,
4613  Phillips  Highway,  Suite
202, Jacksonville, FL 32207.
Complete sets of Bidding Docu-
ments must be obtained by Bid-
ders  on  or  after  April  7,  2021
from ARC Document Solutions.
Contact  ARC  Document  Solu-
tions  at  904-399-8946  or  by
email  to:  jacksonville.produc-
tion@e-arc.com and request in-
structions  to order  or  view the
Bidding Documents.
2. Bidders must maintain status
as a registered plan holder with
ARC Document  Solutions.  Any
Addenda  will  be  distributed
electronically to plan holders of
record.
F.  Bidders  will  be  required  to
provide Bid security in the form
of a Bid Bond of a sum no less

of a Bid Bond of a sum no less
than  5  percent  of  the  Bid
Amount.
G.  Refer  to  other  bidding  re-
quirements  described  in Docu-
ment 00 21 13 - Instructions to
Bidders.
H. Submit your offer on the Bid
Form  provided.   Bidders  may
supplement this form as appro-
priate.
I. Your offer will be required to
be submitted under a condition
of irrevocability  for  a period of
60 days after submission.
J. The Owner reserves the right
to accept or reject any or all of-
fers.
1.05 SIGNATURE
A. For: Nassau County
School Board
B. By: Jeffrey L. Bunch,
Director of Facilities
END OF BID SOLICITATION
FNL 3T 04-07-14-21-2021
#633314

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO
SECTION 865.09,

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that  the  undersigned,  desiring
to  engage  in  business  under
the fictitious  name of  Abstrac-
tive  Media  located  at  77022
Crosscut Way, in the County of
Nassau,  in  the  City  of  Yulee,
Florida 32097 intends  to regis-
ter the said name with the Divi-
sion  of  Corporations  of  the
Florida  Department  of  State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated  at Yulee,  Florida  32097
this 6th day of April, 2021.
Darren Cook
Abstractive Media
FNL 1T 04-14-2021
#634182

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO
SECTION 865.09,

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that  the  undersigned,  desiring
to  engage  in  business  under
the fictitious  name of  AJs  En-
terprises  located  at  95121
Karen  Walk,  in  the  County  of
Nassau, in the City of Fernandi-
na  Beach,  Florida  32034  in-
tends to register the said name
with  the  Division  of  Corpora-
tions of the Florida Department
of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated  at  Fernandina  Beach,
Florida  32034  this  5th  day  of
April, 2021.
Alan Scott Wells
AJs Enterprises
FNL 1T 04-14-2021
#633757

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO
SECTION 865.09,

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that  the  undersigned,  desiring
to  engage  in  business  under
the  fictitious  name  of  Oak
Marsh  Lawn  and  Leaf  located
at  2051  Oak  Marsh  Drive,  in
the  County  of  Nassau,  in  the
City  of  Fernandina  Beach,
Florida 32034 intends  to regis-
ter the said name with the Divi-
sion  of  Corporations  of  the
Florida  Department  of  State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated  at  Fernandina  Beach,
Florida  32034  this  2nd  day  of
April, 2021.
Roger Jason Orr
Oak Marsh Lawn and Leaf
FNL 1T 04-14-2021
#633490

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO
SECTION 865.09,

FLORIDA STATUTES

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that  the  undersigned,  desiring
to  engage  in  business  under
the fictitious name of Southern
Charm Scapes located at P.O.
Box  3191,  in  the  County  of
Columbia,  in  the  City  of  Lake
City,  Florida  32056  intends  to
register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the
Florida  Department  of  State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated  at  Fernandina  Beach,
Florida  32034  this  5th  day  of
April, 2021.
Carol Combs
Southern Charm Scapes
FNL 1T 04-14-2021
#634148

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites sealed bids for:

FILL MATERIALS
(A3, A-2-4, CLAY)

SOLICITATION NO. NC21-005
For detailed information regard-
ing the bid due date and bid re-
quirements  including  obtaining
the solicitation documents free-
of-charge  go  to  www.demand-
star.com or the  County's  web-
site  at  www.nassaucountyfl.-
com.
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
THOMAS R. FORD
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
FNL 4T 03-31 &
04-07-14-21-2021
#631281

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
INVITATION TO BID (ITB)

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites sealed bids for:

FIRE-RESCUE
METAL BUILDING

SOLICITATION NO. NC21-009
For detailed information regard-
ing the bid due date and bid re-
quirements  for  this  solicitation,
please  visit  the Nassau  Coun-
tys website at https://www.nas-
saucountyfl.com or contact  the
Procurement  Division  at  pro-
curement@nassaucountyfl.-
com.  Bid information and doc-
uments  can  be  obtained  from
https://www.demandstar.com/.
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
THOMAS R. FORD
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
FNL 4T 03-31 &
04-07-14-21-2021
#631992

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
INVITATION TO BID (ITB)

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites sealed bids for:

ROAD DEPARTMENT
METAL CULVERTS 

SOLICITATION NO. NC21-011
For detailed information regard-
ing the bid due date and bid re-
quirements  for  this  solicitation,
please  visit  the Nassau  Coun-
ty's website at https://www.nas-
saucountyfl.com or contact  the
Procurement  Division  at  pro-
curement@nassaucountyfl.-
com.  Bid information and doc-

com.  Bid information and doc-
uments can be obtained free of
charge  from  https://www.de-
mandstar.com/.
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
THOMAS R. FORD
CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
FNL 4T 04-07-14-21-28-2021
#632301

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
INVITATION TO BID (ITB)

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that the Board of County Com-
missioners  of  Nassau  County,
Florida invites  sealed respons-
es for:

COUNTY-WIDE MOWING
CONTRACT (RE-BID)

SOLICITATION NO. NC21-015
For detailed information regard-
ing  the  due  date  and  require-
ments  for  this  solicitation,
please visit the Nassau County
website  at  www.nassaucoun-
tyfl.com or contact the Procure-
ment  Division  at  procuremen-
t@nassaucountyfl.com.   Solici-
tation  information  and  docu-
ments can be obtained free of
charge from www.demandstar.-
com.
ATTEST:
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
EX-OFFICIO CLERK
THOMAS R. FORD
CHAIRMAN
BOARDOF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
FNL 4T 04-14-21-28
& 05-05-2021
#633816

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
FRANK T ILES
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
25-2N-27-1475-0001-0690
Certificate Number: 1158
File Number: 
21TD000005AXYX
Description of Property: 
BLOCK 1 LOT 69 IN  OR 791
PG  1107  NASSAUVILLE
WOODS PB 5/126
Assessed To: 
William O Dubberly
Cynthia J Dubberly
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com on the 4th
DAY OF MAY,  2021,  between
the  hours  of  11:00  a.m.  and
2:00 p.m.  The Clerk of Courts
Office Policy is to hold the sale
at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
NASSAU COUNTY
CLERK OF COURT
BY:  DEBORAH WATSON
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL 4T 03-31 &
04-07-14-21-2021
#631840

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
BUFFALO BILL LLC
The holder of the following cer-

The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
04-2N-27-4290-000A-0040
Certificate Number: 1042
File Number: 
21TD000004AXYX
Description of Property: 
PT  OF  TRACT  A  IN  OR
2134/300  FLOOD  ACRES  #1
PBK 4/20
Assessed To: 
WILLIAM TIMOTHY
WHISENANT
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com on the 4th
DAY OF MAY,  2021,  between
the  hours  of  11:00  a.m.  and
2:00 p.m.  The Clerk of Courts
Office Policy is to hold the sale
at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
NASSAU COUNTY
CLERK OF COURT
BY:  DEBORAH WATSON
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL 4T 03-31 &
04-07-14-21-2021
#631849

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
PATRICIA JONES
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
14-1N-24-2180-0749-0000
Certificate Number: 239
File Number: 
21TD000003AXYX
Description of Property: 
LOT  749  TOWN  OF  CRAW-
FORD SUB
Assessed To:
WALTER F KUNTZ
KENNETH J KUNTZ
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida.
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
27th DAY OF APRIL, 2021, be-
tween the hours of 11:00 a.m.
and  2:00  p.m.  The  Clerk  of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
NASSAU COUNTY
CLERK OF COURT
BY:  RHODA GOODWIN,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL 4T 03-24-31 &
04-07-14-2021
#630463

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
LIEGE TAX LIENS LLC
18 US BANK
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-

which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
00-00-30-0174-0036-0000
Certificate Number: 1753
File Number: 
21TD000007AXYX
Description of Property: 
LOT  36  OR  575/1005  PRO-
BATE FILE 96-90-CP CASHEN
WOOD SUB PB5/221
Assessed To: 
TAMMY B QUINN
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
18th  DAY  OF May,  2021,  be-
tween the hours of 11:00 a.m.
and  2:00  p.m.  The  Clerk  of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
NASSAU COUNTY
CLERK OF COURT
BY:  DEBORAH WATSON,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL 4T 04-14-21-28
& 05-05-2021
#633871

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That
FCAP CUST FOR
FTCFIMT LLC FL
TAX CERT FUND I MUNI
The holder of the following cer-
tificate(s)  has  filed  said  certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be is-
sued  thereon.  The  certificate
number(s)  and  year  of  is-
suance,  the  description  of  the
property,  and  the  name(s)  in
which it is assessed are as fol-
lows:
Parcel Number: 
37-1N-25-299C-0014-0000
Certificate Number: 647
File Number: 
21TD000006AXYX
Description of Property: 
LOT  14  IN  OR  1328/1345
R673741 & R673742 NASSAU
VILLAGE 3 UNR
Assessed To: 
NATHANIEL O MABRY
All of the above property is lo-
cated in Nassau County, in the
State of Florida
Unless  such certificate(s)  shall
be redeemed according to law,
the property  described  in such
certificate or certificates will be
sold electronically at www.nas-
sau.realtaxdeed.com  on  the
18th DAY OF MAY,  2021,  be-
tween the hours of 11:00 a.m.
and  2:00  p.m.  The  Clerk  of
Courts  Office  Policy  is  to hold
the sale at 11:30 a.m.
JOHN A. CRAWFORD
NASSAU COUNTY
CLERK OF COURT
BY:  DEBORAH WATSON,
DEPUTY CLERK
FNL 4T 04-14-21-28
& 05-05-2021
#633876

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that on Thursday, the 22th day
of April  2021, at 6:30 P.M.  the
Conditional  Use  and  Variance
Board  of  Nassau  County  will
hold  a  public  hearing  at  the
Commission Chambers, James
S.  Page  Governmental  Com-
plex,  96135  Nassau  Place,
Yulee, Florida, 32097 to consid-
er  an  application  for  a  Condi-
tional  Use,  CU2021-008.  The
Public  is  invited  to  attend  the
meeting concerning the  follow-
ing  described  property in Nas-
sau County:

The host 
Callahan Middle 
School softball 
team defeated 
Fernandina 
Beach 5-1 
Thursday night 
in the Nassau 
County champi-
onship at West 
Nassau High 
School. The 
baseball semi-
finals are at 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m. 
today at FBMS. 
The champion-
ship is at 11 
a.m. Saturday 
at Yulee Middle 
School.
PHOTOS BY AMANDA 

REAM/COMMUNITY 

NEWSPAPERS INC.

CMS BEAT FBMS IN COUNTY SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
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PUBLIC NOTICES
LEGALS CONTINUED 

FROM THE PREVIOUS PAGE.

sau County:
Subject  Property  Location:
1854 Clinch Dr,
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034.
Parcel ID#
00-00-30-0800-0023-0020
Action Requested:
CU2021-008 is a request for a
conditional use permit pursuant
to Section 28.14(I) of the Nas-
sau County Land Development
Code to allow for a replacement
mobile home in the Residential
Single-Family 2 zoning district.
This  application  is  filed  by:
Jeremy McAlee
(Owner/Applicant),
1350 Tangerine Drive,
Fruit Cove, FL  32259
The  public  is  invited  to  be
present  and  be heard.  Copies
of the application and copies of
the  criteria  that  are  applicable
to the application are available
at  the Department  of  Planning
& Economic  Opportunity  locat-
ed  at  96161  Nassau  Place,
Yulee, FL 32097, or (904) 530-
6300.  Individuals  who  cannot
attend  the  public  hearing  may
provide  written  comments  to
this  address  or  by  e-mail  to:
planninginfo@nassaucountyfl.-
com.  Written  comments  be-
come a part of the record and
are  subject  to  Florida's  Public
Records  law,  Chapter  119.07
(1)(a), F.S. 
This hearing must be conduct-
ed as  a  quasi-judicial  hearing.
Any questions as to procedures
may  be obtained from the De-
partment  of  Planning  &  Eco-
nomic  Opportunity.  Interested
parties should limit contact with
Conditional  Use  and  Variance
Board Members and with Coun-
ty Commissioners on this topic
to properly noticed public hear-
ing or to written communication
in  care  of  the  Nassau  County
Department of Planning & Eco-
nomic Opportunity, 96161 Nas-
sau Place, Yulee, FL 32097.
Persons with disabilities requir-
ing accommodations in order to
participate  in  this  program  or
activity  should  contact  the  As-
sistant County Managers Office
(904) 530-6010, or Florida Re-
lay Service (1-800-955-8771) at
least  twenty-four  (24)  hours  in
advance  to  request  such  ac-
commodation.
IF  A  PERSON  WISHES  TO
APPEAL  ANY  DECISION
MADE  BY  THE  BOARD,
AGENCY  OR  COMMISSION
WITH  RESPECT  TO  ANY
MATTER  CONSIDERED  AT
SUCH  MEETING  OR  HEAR-
ING,  HE  WILL  NEED  A
RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS  AND  FOR  THAT  PUR-
POSE,  MAY  NEED  TO  EN-
SURE  THAT  A  VERBATIM
RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS  IS  MADE,  WHICH
RECORD  INCLUDES  THE
TESTIMONY  AND EVIDENCE
UPON  WHICH  THE  APPEAL
IS TO BE BASED.
The Conditional Use and Vari-
ance Board may continue hear-
ing on this matter.
CONDITIONAL USE AND
VARIANCE BOARD OF
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
/s/ John VanDelinder
Its: Chairman
FNL 2T 04-07-14-2021
#632754

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN
that on Thursday, the 22th day
of April  2021, at 6:30 P.M.  the
Conditional  Use  and  Variance
Board  of  Nassau  County  will
hold  a  public  hearing  at  the
Commission Chambers, James
S.  Page  Governmental  Com-

S.  Page  Governmental  Com-
plex,  96135  Nassau  Place,
Yulee, Florida, 32097 to consid-
er  an  application  for  a  Condi-
tional  Use,  CU2021-009.  The
Public  is  invited  to  attend  the
meeting concerning the  follow-
ing  described  property in Nas-
sau County:
Subject  Property  Location:
96159 Oneil-Scott Rd,
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034.
Parcel ID#
39-2N-28-0000-0021-0000
Action Requested:
CU2021-009 is a request for a
conditional use permit pursuant
to Section 28.14(L) of the Nas-
sau County Land Development
Code  to  allow  for  a  duplex
dwelling in the Open Rural zon-
ing district.
This  application  is  filed  by:
Rameshwer Persaud  
(Owner/Applicant),
9638 Pacific Pine Ct,
Orlando, FL  32832
The  public  is  invited  to  be
present  and  be heard.  Copies
of the application and copies of
the  criteria  that  are  applicable
to the application are available
at  the Department  of  Planning
& Economic  Opportunity  locat-
ed  at  96161  Nassau  Place,
Yulee, FL 32097, or (904) 530-
6300.  Individuals  who  cannot
attend  the  public  hearing  may
provide  written  comments  to
this  address  or  by  e-mail  to:
planninginfo@nassaucountyfl.-
com.  Written  comments  be-
come a part of the record and
are  subject  to  Floridas  Public
Records  law,  Chapter  119.07
(1)(a), F.S. 
This hearing must be conduct-
ed as  a  quasi-judicial  hearing.
Any questions as to procedures
may  be obtained from the De-
partment  of  Planning  &  Eco-
nomic  Opportunity.  Interested
parties should limit contact with
Conditional  Use  and  Variance
Board Members and with Coun-
ty Commissioners on this topic
to properly noticed public hear-
ing or to written communication
in  care  of  the  Nassau  County
Department of Planning & Eco-
nomic Opportunity, 96161 Nas-
sau Place, Yulee, FL 32097.
Persons with disabilities requir-
ing accommodations in order to
participate  in  this  program  or
activity  should  contact  the  As-
sistant County Managers Office
(904) 530-6010, or Florida Re-
lay Service (1-800-955-8771) at
least  twenty-four  (24)  hours  in
advance  to  request  such  ac-
commodation.
IF  A  PERSON  WISHES  TO
APPEAL  ANY  DECISION
MADE  BY  THE  BOARD,
AGENCY  OR  COMMISSION
WITH  RESPECT  TO  ANY
MATTER  CONSIDERED  AT
SUCH  MEETING  OR  HEAR-
ING,  HE  WILL  NEED  A
RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS  AND  FOR  THAT  PUR-
POSE,  MAY  NEED  TO  EN-
SURE  THAT  A  VERBATIM
RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS  IS  MADE,  WHICH
RECORD  INCLUDES  THE
TESTIMONY  AND EVIDENCE
UPON  WHICH  THE  APPEAL
IS TO BE BASED.
The Conditional Use and Vari-
ance Board may continue hear-
ing on this matter.
CONDITIONAL USE AND
VARIANCE BOARD OF
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
/s/ John VanDelinder
Its: Chairman
FNL 2T 04-07-14-2021
#632757

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NUMBER: 2021-CP-114

PROBATE DIVISION:
IN RE:  The Estate Of:
JAMES E. SHEFFIELD,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of JAMES E. SHEFFIELD,  de-
ceased,  Case  Number  21-CP-
114  is  pending  in  the  Circuit
Court for Nassau County, Flori-
da,  Probate  Division,  the  ad-
dress of which is 76347 Veter-
ans Way, Yulee, Florida 32097.
The  names  and  addresses  of
the personal representative and
the  personal  representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate, including un-
matured,  contingent  or unliqui-
dated claims, on whom a copy
of this notice is served must file
their  claims  with  this  court
WITHIN  THE  LATER  OF  3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF  THIS  NOTICE  OR  30
DAYS  AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE  OF  A  COPY  OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate, including un-
matured,  contingent  or unliqui-
dated  claims,  must  file  their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  DECEDENT'S  DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this Notice is April 07, 2021.
CLYDE W. DAVIS
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar No. 277266
960185 Gateway Blvd.,
Ste. 104
Fernandina Beach, Florida
32034
Telephone: (904) 261-2848
cwd@neflaw.com
DONALD SHEFFIELD
Personal Representative
FNL 2T 04-07-14-2021
#633123

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION  A
FILE NO:  21-CP-97

IN RE: ESTATE OF
ROBERT E. CAMPBELL, SR.,
a/k/a ROBERT EUGENE
CAMPBELL, SR.
Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of  ROBERT  E.  CAMPBELL,
SR.,  deceased,  whose date of
death  was  July  27,  2020,  is
pending in the Circuit Court for
Nassau  County,  Florida,  Pro-
bate  Division,  the  address  of
which is Nassau County Circuit
Court,  Probate Division,  76347
Veterans  Way,  Yulee,  Florida,
32097. The name and address
of the Personal Representative
and  the  Personal  Representa-
tive's attorney are set forth be-
low.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having

and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's  estate  on  whom  a
copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims
with  this  court  WITHIN  THE
LATER  OF  THREE  (3)
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY
(30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate must file their
claims  with  this  court  WITHIN
THREE  (3)  MONTHS  AFTER
THE  DATE  OF  THE  FIRST
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  NO-
TICE.
ALL  CLAIMS AND DEMANDS
NOT  SO FILED WITHIN  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA  PROBATE  CODE
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication
of this Notice is April 07, 2021.
Attorney for PersonaI
Representative:
Florida Bar 15201
3168 Highway 17, Suite A
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-278-3888
geraldine.hartin@gmail.com
Personal Representative:
PATRICIA D. WOLF
1170 Hamilton Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32205
FNL 2T 04-14-21-2021
#633132

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NUMBER: 21-CP-99
PROBATE DIVISION:

IN RE:  The Estate Of:
JOSEPH N. SMITH,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of  JOSEPH  N.  SMITH,  de-
ceased,  Case  Number  21-CP-
99,  is  pending  in  the  Circuit
Court for Nassau County, Flori-
da,  Probate  Division,  the  ad-
dress of which is 76347 Veter-
ans Way, Yulee, Florida 32097.
The  names  and  addresses  of
the personal representative and
the  personal  representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedents estate, including un-
matured,  contingent  or unliqui-
dated claims, on whom a copy
of this notice is served must file
their  claims  with  this  court
WITHIN  THE  LATER  OF  3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF  THIS  NOTICE  OR  30
DAYS  AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE  OF  A  COPY  OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedents estate, including un-
matured,  contingent  or unliqui-
dated  claims,  must  file  their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED

ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  DECEDENTS  DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this Notice is April 07, 2021.
CLYDE W. DAVIS
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar No. 277266
960185 Gateway Blvd.,
Ste. 104
Fernandina Beach, Florida
32034
Telephone: (904) 261-2848
cwd@neflaw.com
RENEE MILLER
Personal Representative
FNL 2T 04-07-14-2021
#631633

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO.:  21CP000111

DIVISION:  A
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH PRIDE
BARTHOLOMAEI,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The  administration  of  the  Es-
tate  of  Elizabeth  Pride
Bartholomaei,  deceased,
whose date of death was Octo-
ber 20, 2018, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Nassau Coun-
ty,  Florida,  Probate  Division,
the address  of  which is  76347
Veterans  Way,  Yulee,  FL
32097.   The  name  and  ad-
dresses of the Personal Repre-
sentative  and  the  Personal
Representative's  attorney  are
set forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  Decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
Decedent's  Estate  on whom a
copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims
with  this  Court  WITHIN  THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE  TIME  OF  THE  FIRST
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  NO-
TICE  OR  30  DAYS  AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY  OF  THIS  NOTICE  ON
THEM.
All other creditors of the Dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
Decedent's  Estate  must  file
their  claims  with  this  Court
WITHIN  3  MONTHS  AFTER
THE  DATE  OF  THE  FIRST
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  NO-
TICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET  FORTH  IN  SECTION
733.702  OF  THE  FLORIDA
PROBATE  CODE  WILL  BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this notice is April 14, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
/s/ Pamela A. Miller, Esq.
Pamela A. Miller, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0104098
Pamela A. Miller, PLC
2338 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
Tel:  904-775-5147
Fax:  904-212-2306
pmiller@pammillerlaw.com  
Personal Representative: 
/s/ Suzanne Pride Hughes
Suzanne Pride Hughes
1918 Highland Drive
Fernandina Beach, FL  32034
FNL 2T 04-14-21-2021
#633751

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 45-2021-CP- 129

Division

IN RE: ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH F. BELONSOFF  
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate
of  Elizabeth  F.  Belonsoff,  de-
ceased,  whose  date  of  death
was January 10, 2021, is pend-
ing in the Circuit Court for Nas-
sau  County,  Florida,  Probate
Division,  the address  of  which
is  416  Centre  Street,  Florida
32034.   The  names  and  ad-
dresses  of the personal  repre-
sentative and the personal rep-
resentative's  attorney  are  set
forth below.
All  creditors  of  the  decedent
and  other  persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's  estate  on  whom  a
copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims
with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE  LATER  OF  3  MONTHS
AFTER  THE  TIME  OF  THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY  OF  THIS  NOTICE  ON
THEM.
All other creditors of the dece-
dent and other persons  having
claims  or  demands  against
decedent's estate must file their
claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS  AFTER  THE  DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL  CLAIMS  NOT  FILED
WITHIN  THE  TIME  PERIODS
SET  FORTH  IN  FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING  THE
TIME  PERIODS  SET  FORTH
ABOVE,  ANY  CLAIM  FILED
TWO  (2)  YEARS  OR  MORE
AFTER  THE  DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date  of first  publication  of
this notice is April 14, 2021.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:  
James Pratt O'Conner, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 124435
501 Centre Street, Suite 106
Post Office Box 471
Fernandina Beach, Florida
32035
Telephone: (904) 261-2628
pratt@jpoconner.com
pleadings@jpoconner.com
Personal Representative:
Shannon M. Figalora
3 Lenape Trail
Stewartsville, New Jersey
08886
FNL 2T 04-14-21-2021
#633821

LEGAL NOTICE
We  will  sell  or  otherwise  dis-
pose of the contents of the fol-
lowing units to satisfy the delin-
quent storage lien placed in ac-
cordance with the state of Flori-
da Statue 83.806.
Unit 3065 
Charlotte K Ward
Household Goods
Unit 3070
Charlotte K Ward
Household Goods
Unit 3090
Linda Barton
House Goods
Open Door Public Auction Sale
will be conducted at A1A Stow-
A-Way  Storage,  96280  David
Hallman Parkway, Yulee, Flori-
da 32097 at  10:00  am on Fri-
day April  23, 2021. Open door
sale, cash only. Immediate pay-
ment  required.  A  cleaning  de-
posit  will  be taken.  (904)  491-
1866. This  sale is open to the
public.
FNL 2T 04-07-14-2021
#633025

LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING DEADLINE 

IS NOON THE FRIDAY BEFORE THE NEXT 

WEDNESDAY PUBLICATION.

CALL 261-3696 FOR INFORMATION.

Saturday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Daily/monthly fitness area 
fees: City residents $3 a day; 
$25 a month; $75 for four 
months; $188 for 12 months. 
Non-city residents $5 a day; 
$31 a month; $94 for four 
months; $235 for 12 months. 
Daily fees and passes are 
valid at both fitness areas. 
Visit the Atlantic Recreation 
Center for information.

• Personal training avail-
able at the Atlantic Fitness 
Room with certified trainer 
and fitness nutrition specialist 
Charity Ross. Contact Ross 
at 729-7965 or visit www.
rosspersonaltraining.com.

• Take part in instructor 
Charity Ross’s 28-day boot 
camp at Main Beach. These 
outdoor workouts will chal-
lenge aerobic and anaerobic 
capacities and core strength 
with sprint drills, plyometric 
exercises and conditioning cir-
cuits. Nutritional coaching and 
meal plans are included. Cost 
is $150 per participant. Weekly 
classes are held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 6-7 a.m., 
7-8 a.m. and 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 7-8 a.m. 
Visit www.rosspersonaltrain-
ing.com/Plans-and-Schedule. 
Call Ross at 729-7965.

• Little Fitness Fernandina 
classes at the Peck Center are 
suspended until further notice. 
Contact Shari Riepe at medi-
umtree@gmail.com.

• Aerial yoga, aerial dance 
and Bodybarre classes at the 
Atlantic Center. Adult and 
children’s classes offered. 
One class per week is $60 a 
month; two classes per week 
cost $116 a month; three 
classes per week cost $168/
month; four classes per week 
cost $216 a month; and there 
is an $18 drop-in rate. Contact 
instructor Pamela Kato at 403-
0415 or visit www.floridabody-
works.com.

ROUNDUP From 2BNASSAU COUNTY FLAG FOOTBALL

PHOTOS BY BETH JONES/NEWS-LEADER

Maggie Lascell catches a pass for the Lady Pirates, above left. Yulee team captain and wide receiver Allie Seay carries the ball, above right. Seay 
scored the opening touchdown of the game on a long pass from quarterback Chelsea Cooner. FBHS’s Amelia Cutshaw hauls in a pass for the Lady 
Pirates, below left. Katie McAbee congratulates FBHS quarterback Riley Talbert after scoring a touchdown, below right.
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A
melia Island Plantation has been certified 
as a sustainable community, benefitting 
Nassau County through its environmen-
tal efforts.

The certificate was received through Audubon 
International, a not-for-profit organization that 
focuses on “finding a sustainable balance among 
environmental, economic and social systems,” 
according to its website.

The process can take several years to meet 
the requirements, which includes adhering to a 
list of 15 objectives prior to approval. Audubon 
International’s main focus areas are agriculture, 
education, public health, housing and transporta-
tion. Other objectives include economic develop-
ment, open space and land use, and volunteerism 
and civic engagement.

Amelia Island Plantation Foundation 
President Bob Schmonsees learned about 
Audubon International in June 2018 and applied 
for the certification within a month, beginning 
the two-year process of becoming a sustainable 
community.

Schmonsees said the plantation is rich in his-
tory and the founder, Ian McHarg, envisioned 
it to be a “leading community in environmental 
progress.” 

The Amelia Island Plantation will celebrate its 
50-year anniversary in 2022 and has a rich back-
ground of advancing environmental sustainability 
since its inception.

The Amelia Island Plantation Foundation 
had already implemented many of the Audubon 
requirements and received the Green 
Community Award in 2019. After receiving the 
award, Schmonsees said it was time to “put 
together a long-range plan for some projects” 
that include an extensive community garden, a 
multi-year vine mitigation program and a beach 
replenishment program. 

Audubon International Environmental 
Program Manager Kim Hill said Schmonsees 
was professional, responsive and quick to follow 
through with proposed plans. She referenced 
his file that indicated the plantation was already 
in a good place when it began the certification 
process and said they are typically unsure of 

C
atching up with a son 
and his family after a 
long period of COVID-
19 distancing, we set off 

on a family kayaking adventure. 
We knew just who to call 

– Amelia Adventures, which 
offered a perfect option for our 
group. Lofton Creek was an 
easy commitment – the pro-
tected makeup of Lofton Creek 
means paddling there is “weath-
er resistant,” so no worry about 
unpredictable coastal conditions. 
The creek experiences a mild 
tide, but it is easy to paddle 
against. The meeting spot and 
launch site for this trip is the 
Melton O. Nelson boat ramp  
in Yulee – located on A1A, mid-
way between I-95 and Amelia 
Island.

The protected hardwood 
creek is a popular spot for kay-
akers and fishermen. Paddling 
along the creek, turtles and alli-
gators can be spotted soaking up 
the sun. A variety of birds make 
the creek their home, including 
kingfishers, herons, anahinga, 
woodpeckers and hawks. The 
landscape is lush, and at differ-
ent times of the year, colorful 
wild flowers show their colors.

My 11-year-old and nearly 
13-year-old grandchildren and 
their parents joined our guides 
for the morning, Catherine 
Oliver (owner and guide) and 
Rachel Fedlmayer, by the dock. 
They gave each of us a dark bur-
gundy life vest and our official 
paddle. We reviewed the basics. 
The guides shared tips on safe 
paddling. They reassured not to 
be concerned about alligators 
– they are small, mostly, and 
more afraid of us than we are of 
them. 

One by one, we climbed into 
our kayaks and were pushed 
out into the inky dark water. 
We gathered like water bugs, 
waiting for the entire group to 
assemble. Once the last kayak 
was in the water we were off. 

We paddled 
under the 
busy A1A 
bridge, where 
families of 
swallows 
were building 
their spring 
nests. 

Traveling 
up the nar-
row creek, 
we passed 
homes and 
cabins tucked 
in the woods. 
The dark tan-
nin-colored 

water appeared dense, and we 
had to be alert to roots and trees 
that had fallen into the creek. 
The creek twisted and turned 
as it got wider and wider. We 
experienced quite a surprise as 
we rounded a corner, came upon 
a railroad bridge and heard the 
whistle of an approaching train. 
We stopped paddling to watch 
the train click-clack past us, 
offering an amazing variety of 
graffiti messages. 

Our guides shared informa-
tion about the creek and the 
flora and fauna that can be found 
while kayaking. Soon, it was 
time to turn back, and before 
long, we heard highway traf-
fic and knew it would soon be 
time to pull our kayaks out of 
the creek and end our morning 
adventure. 

We thanked Oliver and 
asked about other possible 
paddling options. She shared 
that Amelia Adventures offers 
a wide variety of on-the-water 
opportunities, including custom 
boat tours, private sunset tours, 
guided kayak tours, paddleboard 
tours and lessons, kids and teen 
adventure camps, and kayak and 
paddleboard rentals.

Amelia Adventures enjoyed 
a great surge in business when 
pandemic restrictions eased in 
the spring. Adhering to strict 

Kayak adventure leads to family fun

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Above, two small alligators hang out on the shore. Below, a train full of graffiti traverses a bridge above Lofton Creek.

Centers for Disease Control  
and Prevention guidelines,  
the business hit the ground  
running. People were eager to 
get out of the house and were 

ready to play! 
Our family certainly enjoyed 

our morning on the water and 
look forward to future outings 
with the Oliver family and their 

successful island business – 
Amelia Adventures.

To learn more about Amelia 
Adventures, visit ameliaadven-
tures.com.

To receive her weekly newslet-
ter or get information about her 
books including her four From 
the Porch books contact Dickie at 
dickie.anderson@gmail.com.

FROM 

THE 

PORCH

Dickie
 Anderson

CERTIFIABLY SUSTAINABLE
Amelia Island Plantation receives Audubon International honor

PHOTOS BY NIKKI MAIN/NEWS-LEADER

A demonstration garden is managed by the Amelia Island Plantation Foundation.

Amelia Island Plantation Community Association Director of Facilities and Maintenance 
Kenny Walczak, from left, AIPCA Executive Director Tim Digby and Amelia Island 
Plantation Foundation President Bob Schmonsees pose with the AIP’s Audubon 
International Sustainable Community Certificate.SUSTAINABLE Continued on 9B

https://tures.com/
mailto:dickie.anderson@gmail.com
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SUDOKU SOL. 4.9

ACROSS

1. “Turkey” dance
5. X minus III
8. Accounting acronym
11. Angel’s glow
12. Like list of chores
13. Inside info
15. “National Velvet” author 

Bagnold
16. Heavy Metal band Quiet ____
17. *Worn by monster hunters 

and dragonslayers
18. *Sea monster with atomic 

breath
20. Brooms and cauldrons to a 

witch, e.g.
21. Subject of biographies, pl.
22. ____ of Aquarius
23. Saudi’s southern neighbor
26. Ceremonial flight
30. “I” problem
31. Sweet-talk
34. Marine eagle
35. The Revenge of the ____, 

1984
37. ____ you sure?
38. Desires
39. Russia’s Romanov, e.g.
40. Comfy pants
42. Preceding month
43. Google Maps predecessor, pl.
45. Blackbird-like birds
47. Crow sound
48. Group of professionals
50. Like a bow string
52. *Witch of Russian fairytales
55. ____ con carne
56. G in 1000 g., e.g.
57. Loose hood
59. Was rebroadcasted
60. Prospector’s mother?
61. Bassoon cousin
62. Nod up and down
63. *He played Dracula and 

Count Dooku
64. *Like Sendak’s Things

DOWN

1. England’s favorite drink, in 

French
2. *Addams Family’s Lurch: 

“You ____?”
3. A dish of stewed meat
4. Waddle
5. Bridal veil fabric
6. Objects of worship
7. Just a little
8. Michael Douglas’ 1978 

mystery thriller
9. Like the Weasleys of 

“Harry Potter”
10. Second qtr. calendar 

month
12. Alex Trebek’s forte
13. Drooping
14. *Jeepers ____, sing.
19. Coats with Zn
22. Tap order
23. Yiddish busybody
24. Opposite of digest
25. Like high ground
26. Pestilence pest
27. Lock horns
28. Darlene or Jacob of 

Ozark
29. MCAT and LSAT
32. *Amity Island fish
33. Bonanza find
36. *Transylvanian blood-

sucker
38. Shylock’s practice
40. Use a Singer
41. Up until now, 2 words
44. Like luxurious sheets
46. Another name for mana-

tee, 2 words
48. Not kayak
49. Follow rules
50. Shakespearean “you”
51. What snob puts on
52. *Minotaur is half man, 

half ____
53. Mongolian desert
54. Deserter’s acronym
55. ____, The Beloved 

Country
58. Zeppelin predecessora

FICTIONAL MONSTERS

© StatePoint Media

PUZZLE SOL. 4.7

PUZZLES

THIS WEEK

Plantation Artists’ Guild 
& Gallery (PAGG) will host 
its new show, “Visions from 
the Past.” It opens today at 
the gallery, 94 Amelia Village 
Circle in the Omni Amelia 
Island Plantation shops, and 
runs through July. 

Gallery hours are 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday and 1-5 
p.m. Sunday. 

For information, call 904-
432-1750 or visit paggart.com. 
Pictured is Ginger Bender’s 
“Paradise Found.”

New York Times best-
selling author and former 
Amelia Island Book Festival 
Honorary Chairman Steve 
Berry will offer an hour-long 
virtual presentation about his 
latest book, “The Kaiser’s 
Web,” at 6:30 p.m. today. 

Speaking from his home, 
Berry will be assisted by festi-
val board member Bill Amos, 
who will serve as moderator 
from The Book Loft in down-
town Fernandina Beach. 
Berry’s 16th book in his Cotton 
Malone series has received 
positive reviews since its 
release Feb. 23. 

To join this Zoom event, log 
into the festival’s website at 
ameliaislandbookfestival.org to 
register.

The Amelia Island 
Museum of History will 
host the board president 
of Nassau Habitat for 
Humanity, Al Pertuz, for its 
April 3rd on 3rd lecture at 6 
p.m. Friday. 

“Affordable Housing, 
Nassau Habitat for Humanity: 
A Success Story” is a pre-
sentation that will include the 
history of the local organization 
from its inception in 1995 and 
how Nassau Habitat leads 
to home ownership for low-
income families. 

Attendance is free for 
museum members with a 
suggested donation of $5 for 
nonmembers. Masks are man-
datory. Seating is first-come, 
first-served with a limit of 30 
people. This program is wheel-
chair accessible. Watch this 
program remotely at https://
www.twitch.tv/ameliaisland-
museumhistory. For informa-
tion, contact Summer Bias at 
904-261-7378, ext. 102, or 
Summer@AmeliaMuseum.org.

Amelia Community 
Theatre presents the clas-
sic comedic farce, “The 
Importance of Being 
Earnest” at 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, and April 22-24, 
29-30 and May 1 and 2 p.m. 
Sunday and April 25 at the 
theater, 207 Cedar St. in 
Fernandina Beach. 

In-person tickets are $25 
for adults and $10 for students 
through college. Livestream 
tickets are $15 for an individual 
and $30 for a household.

Call 904-261-6749 or visit 
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org 
for tickets and more informa-
tion. The theater’s box office 
hours are 11 a.m.-1 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays for walk-up purchases.

8 Flags Needlepoint 
Guild is offering a make-
and-take class, “Not Your 
Grandmother’s Tassel,” at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday.

Participants will learn how 
to make a braided and beaded 
tassel. The class is free, but 
supplies are needed. 

For details and registration, 
contact Gail Davis at gailda-
vis613@gmail.com or call 904-
261-5764.

In celebration of Earth 
Day, Keep Nassau Beautiful 
volunteers and members 
of the Fernandina Beach 
Planning and Conservation 
Department will host a free 
tree drive-through event, 
where Fernandina Beach resi-
dents can pick up one or two 
1-gallon or 3-gallon free trees 
to be planted within the limits 
of the municipality.

To reserve free trees, resi-
dents are asked to review UF/
IFAS tree fact sheets to select 
the right species for their 
planting location and view an 
online educational video led 
by UF/IFAS Nassau County 
Extension on proper planting 
and maintenance of trees. 

Pick-up is 8 a.m.-noon 
Saturday at the city’s Public 
Works Complex, 1017 S. Fifth 
St. in Fernandina Beach. This 
event is taking place during the 
Fernandina Beach Recycle/
Hazardous Waste Event.

Trees must be reserved 
48 hours before the event. 
Visit https://bit.ly/3wSYxQD 
for links to Tree Fact Sheets, 
a YouTube video on proper 
tree planting and maintenance 
and the Free Tree Reservation 
Form.

The West Nassau 
Historical Society will host 
its signature fundraising 
event, the Railroad Day 
Festival, on Saturday.

The all-volunteer non-
profit’s 16th annual celebra-
tion is an all-day event held 
in and around the historic 
1881 Callahan Train Depot 
and adjoining 1856 Florida 
Railroad bed. This year’s event 
will include a commemoration 
of Florida’s 200th anniversary 
of becoming a U.S. territory. 
Other photos and maps of 
interest will be on display 
inside the museum of local his-
tory section of the 140-year-old 
wooden train station. 

The event will also include 
arts and crafts vendors, food 
vendors, a children’s area with 
a hands-on music zoo and 
scavenger hunt, live enter-
tainment, a classic car show, 
antique trains and tractors and 
more.

For information on the 
2021 Railroad Day Festival 
visit www.wnhsfl.org. If inter-
ested in becoming a volunteer, 
vendor, sponsor, member or 
donor, call festival co-chairs 
John Hendricks or Emily 
Baumgartner at 904-879-3406.

American Legion Post 54 
will host First Coast Shag 
Club from 2-5 p.m. Sunday.

Beginners lessons are 
2-2:30 p.m., with intermedi-

ate lessons from 2:30-3 p.m. 
Attendance is $5 per person.

To learn more, visit 
FirstCoastShagClub.com or 
call Mona King at 904-652-
5000.

American Legion Post 54 is 
located at 626 S. Third St. in 
Fernandina Beach.

The Amelia Island 
Chamber Music Festival’s 
20th season presents a mix of 
in-person and virtual concerts. 

Tickets are on sale and 
available at ameliachamber-
music.org, where complete 
information about each con-
cert is available. Below is the 
schedule of concerts:

· Sunday, Valentina Lisitsa.
· Sunday, April 25, 

Scherzando 20th Season 
Celebration.

· Saturday, May 8, JB 
Scott’s Swingin’ All-Stars fea-
turing vocalist Lisa Kelly.

· Saturday, May 22, Peter 
and the Wolf.

· Sunday, May 23, Balsam 
Range.

· Thursday, June 3, Dover 
Quartet with Edgar Meyer.

UPCOMING

Amelia Musical 
Playhouse will host audi-
tions for “The Sound of 
Music” at 6 p.m. Monday, 
April 19. Rehearsals will be 
conducted on the outdoor 
stage. Those who audition 
should come prepared with 
a one-minute monologue 
and one minute of a song of 
choice. Ensemble roles and 
musicians in the pit are also 
needed.

Show dates are sched-
uled for Aug. 12-22 at 
Amelia Musical Playhouse, 
1955 Island Walk Way in 
Fernandina Beach.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is undetermined 
whether “The Sound of Music” 
will be performed indoors or on 
the playhouse’s outdoor stage.

For information about roles 
or to schedule an audition 
other than April 19, contact 
Director Jill Dillingham at 904-
277-3455 or dilljill@msn.com.

Amelia Community 
Theatre is having a Bingo 
Night fundraiser in the 
main stage theater at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 21, at 207 
Cedar St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Guests will have the 
opportunity to play 10 rounds 
of bingo and win exciting 
prizes each round.

Admission packages begin 
at $25 for five rounds, $40 
for 10 rounds, and $75 for 
two cards for each of the 10 
rounds.

Tickets are available online 
at AmeliaCommunityTheatre.
org or by calling 904-261-
6749.

The Amelia Island 
Museum of History is host-
ing its pre-Kentucky Derby 
tea at 3 p.m. Sunday, April 
25, in the museum’s Historic 
Garden.

Cost is $25.
Wear a Derby hat, experi-

ence an informal fashion show 
with clothing provided by 
Centre Street shops and enjoy 
delectable delights.

Seating is limited. Reserve 
seats no later than Thursday, 
April 22, by emailing thea@
ameliamuseum.org.

The museum is located at 
233 S. Third St. in Fernandina 
Beach.

Amelia Island Jazz 
Festival will host the Swing 
into Spring Big Band Bash’s 
benefit gala dinner and 
dance Saturday, May 1, at the 
Omni Amelia Island Resort.

A meet and greet is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m., while the 
dinner and dance are 7-10 
p.m.

Proceeds benefit the 
Amelia Island Jazz Festival 
scholarship.

Tickets and information can 
be purchased at ameliaisland-
jazzfestival.com, the Amelia 
Island Chamber of Commerce 
or at the UPS Store, 1417 
Sadler Road in Fernandina 
Beach.

The Bartram Garden Club 
of Amelia Island is hosting 
Fairies on Parade, a botani-
cal arts garden show, from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, May 7, at 
the GFWC Woman’s Club of 
Fernandina Beach, 201 Jean 
LaFitte Blvd. The show will 
include fairy gardens, orchid 
exhibits, garden gifts, a plant 
sale and raffle. Entrance to the 
show costs $10.

For tickets contact Kathye 
Reily at 954-592-9443 
or katheslife@att.net, or 
purchase tickets online at 
Fairiesonparade.EZEvent.
com.

To learn more about the 
Bartram Garden Club, visit 
bartramgardenclub.org.

Crescendo Amelia is 
hosting a four-night, out-
door concert series at the 
Amelia Musical Playhouse, 
1955 Island Walk Way in 
Fernandina Beach.

Performances and dates 
are:

• Song and Dance – Friday, 
May 7

• Through the Decades – 
Saturday, June 12

• Patriotic (with a full 
18-plus piece jazz orchestra) – 
Saturday, July 3.

All shows are 7:30-9:30 
p.m. with gates opening at 7 
p.m.

Tickets, including sea-
son and group passes, are 
available online at www.

CrescendoAmelia.com or by 
calling 904-878-0037. 

The Rotary Club of 
Fernandina Beach is host-
ing the 34th annual Taste of 
Amelia from 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 15. Taste of 
Amelia – A Culinary Crawl will 
be in downtown Fernandina 
Beach and will feature Amelia 
Island’s hottest restaurants.

Proceeds of the event 
will benefit the Rotary Club 
of Fernandina Beach’s 
Scholarship Fund, which last 
year distributed nearly $50,000 
to Nassau County high school 
seniors.

Tickets will be available at 
the train depot. 

ONGOING

Bingo is back at 
American Legion Post 54. 
The American Legion is host-
ing bingo from 6-8 p.m. every 
Thursday at the legion head-
quarters, 626 S. Third St. in 
Fernandina Beach. There is 
limited seating. Social distanc-
ing and masks are required.

Food will be available from 
the cantina for patrons to pur-
chase. A regular bingo packet 
is $25, and early bird cards are 
$1 apiece or six for $5.

For information, contact the 
American Legion at 904-261-
7900.

The Nassau County 
Public Library System has 
resumed regular operating 
hours. Appointments are not 
necessary to enter the build-
ing.

There are some health and 
safety precautions that are to 
be observed when entering a 
library. All customers and staff 
members must answer a brief 
COVID-19 screening question-
naire, wear a face covering 
at all times and stay socially 
distanced while in the building. 
Some areas are closed, and 
some furnishings have been 
relocated to guide residents 
and allow staff to clean and 
sanitize where possible. Some 
public computers that are 
appropriately distanced are 
available. 

Hours of operation are:
• Fernandina Beach 

Branch: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Monday and Thursday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday.

• Yulee Branch: 8 a.m.-
5 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
(closed 12:30-1 p.m.) and 8 
a.m.-noon Friday.

• Callahan Branch: 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Monday, Wednesday-
Friday, noon-8 p.m. Tuesday.

• Hilliard Branch: 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Monday-Wednesday, 
Friday, noon-8 p.m. Friday.

• Bryceville Branch: 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Saturday, 
noon-8 p.m. Thursday.

Visit the library website at 
www.nassaureads.com or call 
any library branch (904-530-
6500) for information.

Among the challenges 
Wild Amelia faced during 
the current health crisis 
was continuing the tradi-
tion of sharing entries from 
its annual photography 
contests in the subsequent 
year’s calendar, and without 
the usual sales outlets for a 
printed calendar, the organiza-
tion’s board authorized the 
production and free distribution 
of a digital calendar. The 2021 
calendar contains 13 entries 
from the 2020 contest includ-
ing three submissions in the 
youth category. Each monthly 
page of the PDF file features a 
photo representing native flora 
and fauna of Amelia Island, 
a beautiful and unique loca-
tion to enjoy and learn about 
nature. The 2021 digital cal-
endar is now available for free 
download from the Wild Amelia 
website at http://wildamelia.
org/2021CalendarDownload.
html.

“Under the copyright agree-
ment with the photographers 
whose work is highlighted in 
the calendar, you may print a 
copy of the calendar for your 
personal use only,” the release 
said. “The calendar may not 
be used for commercial pur-
poses including, but not limited 
to, charging a fee for distribu-
tion. Individual photographs 
included in the calendar may 
not be copied, distributed or 
used for any purpose without 
the written permission of Wild 
Amelia and the respective 
photographer.”

OUT &ABOUT Arts sale set for Sunday
For the News-Leader

More than a dozen local art-
ists and crafters will be sell-
ing their wares at the Arts & 
Crafts on the Porch sale 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, April 18.

The event will be on the 
porch of a private home, 1773 
School St. in Fernandina 
Beach.

Shoppers can browse for 
handmade jewelry, art, pho-
tography, ceramics, handbags, 
stained glass, soap, wreaths, 
yarns, note cards, ornaments 
and more. Beach Girl Yarns 
will demonstrate how yarns 
are made on a traveling spin-
ning wheel.

Masks are required, and 
the number of shoppers on the 
porch will be carefully con-
trolled to allow for appropriate 
social distancing.

Proceeds of all Front Porch 

Beads sales are donated to 
local charities.

For information, contact 

Frances Peters at 408-230-
6503 or email francesapeters@
gmail.com.

https://www.firstcoastshagclub.com/
https://www.paggart.com/
https://www.amelia.com/
https://www.ameliaislandbookfestival.org/
https://www.nassaureads.com/
https://www.twitch.tv/ameliaisland
https://www.bartramgardenclub.org/
https://www.wnhsfl.org/
https://www.ameliacommunitytheatre.org/
mailto:Summer@ameliamuseum.org
mailto:vis613@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3wSYxQD
https://music.org/
mailto:dilljill@msn.com
https://ameliamuseum.org/
https://jazzfestival.com/
mailto:katheslife@att.net
https://gmail.com/
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where an applicant stands, 
but Schmonsees was able to 
“make really great strides with 
the program.”

The plantation went  
through multiple reviews by 
first filling out a survey and 
then discussing each long-
term objective to see if it 
was feasible environmentally 
and financially. The survey 
included 368 questions to see 
where the focus areas were for 
the application, 109 of which 
Schmonsees says didn’t apply 
to the plantation. The final 

assessment determined that 
73.7% of the qualifications 
were met, resulting in an 
approval for the Sustainable 
Community Certification.

Schmonsees was “very 
determined to get the certifica-
tion and put in the hard time 
to get it done,” Hill said. The 
foundation was a small piece  
of the overall group of people  
in the community that contrib-
uted to the application efforts 
and he said, “It’s really all 
about the community coming 
together.”

The creation of the Amelia 
Island Guide app contributed to 
the approval process and is an 

interactive map for residents. 
The app includes plant and ani-
mal information for the Willow 
Conservancy and nature cen-
ter, as well as maps of nine 
miles of walking trails. “It was 
super cool what they did,” Hill 
said. “It was really great to see 
a more interactive site.” 

Audubon International pro-
vided the sustainable commu-
nity certification in December 
2020 that says, “This com-
munity’s multi-stage, staff-led 
effort will help to preserve 
their unique setting and 
enhance quality of life for all 
residents over the long run.”

nmain@fbnewsleader.com

NIKKI MAIN/NEWS-LEADER

Legacy trees are a signature feature of the maritime forest and the Amelia Island 
Plantation.

SUSTAINABLE
Continued from 7B

KATHIE SCIULLO
Community Newspapers Inc.

The Railroad Day Festival 
returns 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
back on track for its spring run-
ning at the Callahan Depot. 

“We’re excited, and people 
are ready to get outside and enjoy 
themselves,” said Jerry Peterson, 
West Nassau Historical Society 
vice president and event chair-
man. 

Society members resched-
uled the April event to Nov. 7 in 
2020 after the pandemic hit. Since 
then, the society lost its guiding 
force and co-founder, historian  
Jan Johannes. He attended last 
year’s festival before his death 
Dec. 3. 

“We’re missing him already,” 
said John Hendricks, event co-
chairman and society president. 
“Daily, we come across some-
thing he’s done or written. His 
jacket, cigarettes and coffee cup 
that he used as props for the FAA 
radar display are still there.” 

Like an Easter egg for people 
to find, Johannes’ likeness can 
be seen from the train engine’s 
conductor seat within a poster 
announcing the 16th annual 
event. His son, Thomas Johannes, 
suggested having his dad’s image 
included in the artwork. The 
rendering is an updated version 
from the 2017 poster created by 
Fernandina Beach artist William 
Maurer. He has created 11 of 15 
posters for the festival. 

A tree will be dedicated in 
Johannes’ memory with his family 
in attendance at 10 a.m. Saturday.

“Without him, it’s going 

to be different,” said Emily 
Baumgartner, event co-chair-
woman and treasurer. 

In keeping with the festival’s 
tradition, Cochrane’s Collision 
Center hosts a classic car show 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Entries will 
be judged and winners announced 
after 2 p.m.  

A special flag presentation will 
highlight the 200th anniversary 
of Florida’s 1821 designation as 
a U.S. territory. Numerous ven-
dors will be on hand, serving up a 
varied food menu. Arts and crafts 
booths are also planned. 

Game enthusiasts can partici-
pate in a hobo scavenger hunt. 
Winners will receive treats for 
their finds. 

Brandon Yantis will sculpt 
woodcarvings with a chainsaw. 
Blacksmith Jacob Underhill will 
have items available, adding 
another rustic element to the fes-

tival. Various engines will also be 
on display. 

Live entertainment returns to 
the Liz Mobley Stage, featuring 
country, 1950s rock ’n roll, clas-
sic rock and island music. Emcee 
Buck Lucontro returns to wel-
come guests and performers. 

The musical lineup includes 
Liz and Randall Smith, the Dale 
Wingo Band, the Michael Ward 
Band and The Backtracks. Mark 
Harrell, formerly of Hilliard Stills 
Band, will perform with Gary and 
David Williams of the Harley Huff 
Band. 

Line Dance Fever from Jesup, 
Ga., will also perform.

The West Nassau Chiefs of 
Swing, led by Edwin Hernandez, 
headline the concert with a vari-
ety of classic and modern swing 
and jazz music at 3:20 p.m. 

Proceeds from the festival 
go toward the Callahan Depot’s 

W
ho would have thought there’d be 
a shortage of sewage? But there 
might be for this special sewage, or 
so I read.

So my wife and I hurried to the store and 
bought three bags of special sewage and brought 
them home. It’s not that we need more sew-
age at our house – we just had our septic tank 
pumped out, and we’re not hankering to fill it up 
again real soon. We’re not even big proponents 
of preserving sewage.

We bought this special stuff, which really 
comes in the form of fertilizer, for the deer, not 
that the deer need fertilizer. They furnish their 
own in little pellets, which they deposit wherev-
er they happen to be standing at the time, which 
is usually in our hosta bed, eating.

The real reason we bought this stuff is, deer 
don’t like to smell it.

Now, I must explain this special sewage is 
not as repulsive as it sounds. It actually comes 
in little black pellets, about a tenth the size of 
the deer’s little black pellets. It doesn’t look bad, 
really, not that I’ve ever seen any fertilizer that 
looked good. And, frankly, it doesn’t smell ter-
rible, although deer apparently detect a funny 
odor.

It’s called Milorganite. It’s composed of heat-
dried microbes, so technically, it’s not sewage 
anymore. I don’t want to get too deep here, but 
these little microbes are added to wastewater to 
digest the nutrients, and then they’re dried in a 
kiln.

So what we brought home are three bags of 
dried microbes, which spent their short lives 
eating nutrients in sewage. Mercifully, they die 
after they’ve consumed the nutrients.

Milorganite is manufactured by the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, 
which captures wastewater from the area, per-

forms its magic conversion 
and returns clean water to 
Lake Michigan. 

What I don’t understand is 
what is so special about sew-
age from the Milwaukee area? 
Does it have properties that 
sewage from other parts of the 
country don’t have? I doubt it, 
really. Sewage is sewage, my 
uncle used to say, but not nec-
essarily in those words.

Researchers came up with 
this ingenious process in 
the early 1900s. Milwaukee 
couldn’t make a silk purse 
from a sow’s ear or chicken 
salad from chicken manure, 

but it was enterprising enough to turn sewage 
into a slop jar full of money – and clean up nasty 
water, too.

Is Milorganite guaranteed to repel deer? 
Well, no, that’s not even one of its stated pur-
poses. It’s an unintended use, I guess. I hope.

But we’re going to give it a try. Nothing else 
has kept the deer away at mealtime. They pen-
etrated a plastic net, and those motion-actuated 
lights, well, all they did was create a delightful 
ambiance for fine dining.

A study by the University of Georgia says, 
“Milorganite has potential as a deer repellent 
for ornamental plants.” It reduced the overall 
impact, the study says.

I hope that study is right. We’ve been com-
peting against white-tailed rascals for years, and 
so far they’re winning.

Phil Hudgins is the former senior editor for 
Community Newspapers Inc., the media company 
that owns the News-Leader.

phudgins@cninewspapers.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO

NCSO promotions
Sheriff Bill Leeper promoted 11 individuals within the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office. 
These promotions are a result of several recent or upcoming retirements. Front row, from 
left, are Sgt. Jeremy Hyers, Sgt. Mark Murdock, Sgt. Mark Murphy, Sgt. Josh Courchene. 
Back row: Lt. Charlie Lucas, Capt. Tim Cooper, Director Robin Patterson, Undersheriff 
Jon Hooper, Lt. Bubba Rhoden, Lt. Jonathan McCracken and Lt. Chauncey Mason.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Earth Day Weekend Walk
The Wild Amelia Highway Cleanup Crew will celebrate the outdoors on Amelia Island 
with an Earth Day Weekend Walk on April 25. According to Wild Amelia, it is a “brisk 
morning walk while picking up litter.” The walk will cover a 2.6-mile stretch of South 
Fletcher Avenue in Fernandina Beach. Participants will meet at Peters Point Beachfront 
Park’s parking lot at 8 a.m. Masks are required for the meeting prior to the walk. The 
walk is estimated to last one to two hours, depending on the number of volunteers. 
Disposable gloves, orange safety vests and litter bags and buckets will be provided. 
Participants are encouraged to bring medium-weight garden gloves, hats, sunglasses and 
closed-toe shoes. For information, contact pam@a1abeachrentals.net.

Railroad Day Festival returns to Callahan

Families can enjoy looking at several model train displays and more at the Railroad Day 
Festival in Callahan Saturday.

PHOTOS BY KATHIE SCIULLO/COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS INC.

West Nassau Historical Society members Jerry Peterson, 
from left, Emily Baumgartner and John Hendricks take a 
break at the Callahan Depot on one of two restored bench-
es that were once part of the Jacksonville Union Terminal 
waiting area in 1919. Dorothy Higginbotham donated the 
benches. 

maintenance. 
“We’re hoping to get the 

youth more involved because 
they’re the future of the histori-
cal society and the community,” 
Peterson said. 

A kids zone will feature per-
formances and activities from Joel 
Pace Piano and Music. 

“We will have face painting, 
a hands-on instrument zoo, stu-
dents performing, fire trucks 
from the Callahan Volunteer Fire 
Department and Costumers with 

a Cause,” Pace said. 
Callahan Boy Scout Troop 351 

will assist with children’s games. 
Callahan’s Florida Rainmakers 
will provide children’s craft proj-
ects. Pete the Cat will also make 
an appearance. 

Pace plans to have a cake and 
other surprises to mark a mile-
stone in his career. 

“I am blessed to be celebrating 
30 years of doing something I’m 
passionate about,” he said. “Not 
everyone gets to follow their 

dreams, so I feel very fortunate. 
And I look forward to many more 
years of sharing music with the 
community.” 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidelines will be 
observed inside buildings, includ-
ing requiring temperature checks 
and face coverings before enter-
ing the Callahan Depot and West 
Nassau Museum of History. Most 
activities will be held outdoors. 
Hand sanitizing stations will be 
available.

Milwaukee corners market on 
converting sewage to money?

FROM 

THE 

HOME 

OFFICE

Phil Hudgins

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Successful blood drive
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Mission 
recently hosted its most recent blood drive. 
The church collected 26 units of blood, 
which could save up to 78 lives. The next 
drive is scheduled for June 6 at the church, 
86000 St. Francis Way in Yulee. The church 
has been conducting the blood dives since 
June 2016.

mailto:nmain@fbnewsleader.com
mailto:phudgins@cninewspapers.com
mailto:pam@a1abeachrentals.net
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Humane 
Society 
launches 
Hound Hike

For the News-Leader

The Nassau Humane Society’s 
first Hound Hike is underway.

The Hound Hike is a virtual 
dog-walking fundraiser designed 
to aid the humane society’s life-
saving mission and bring the com-
munity together to celebrate furry 
family members. 

The event runs through 
Tuesday, April 20, and it’s easy 
to get involved and show support 
for homeless animals. 

Simply visit NassauHumane.
org, click on the Hound Hike 
logo, fill out the online registra-
tion form and pay the $20 partici-
pation fee. Then, enlist friends, 
colleagues and family members 
to sponsor a pet and hike around 
your neighborhood! 

If you don’t have a hound to 
hike with, no problem! The event 
is all-inclusive, so cats walking on 
leashes, rabbits hopping around 
your yard, or even hamsters run-
ning on their exercise wheels can 
participate.

If you love animals, but don’t 
currently have one yourself, don’t 
worry – you can still help the 
humane society save hundreds of 
lives by sponsoring a shelter dog 
during Hound Hike week. Simply 
register and choose an adoptable 
dog, and our dedicated volun-
teers will walk the dog on your 
behalf. Who knows, your gener-
osity could also result in finding a 
forever home for the shelter dog 
you’ve chosen, since he or she 
might be spotted while on a walk.

The hike began April 13, 
and the first 100 participants to 
register will receive a special-
edition superhero Funko board  
game. 

There will also be prizes for 
the most money raised, the most 
creative video and more. So, 
make sure to take some fun vid-
eos and photos of you and your 
pet(s) on a walk, get creative 
with your campaign and share 
your videos and details on social 
media, and encourage others to  
donate to your fundraiser for the 
animals of the Nassau Humane 
Society.

Nassau Humane hopes to 
make the Hound Hike an annual 
event, in the tradition of our 
Pasta 4 Paws spaghetti supper, 
and looks forward to seeing the 
community and their pets strut-
ting their stuff.

For information, call the shel-
ter at 904-321-1647.

Submitted by the 

Nassau Humane Society

Must present coupon.  Not valid with other 

offers. Expires 5/11/21 MP

 $250 OFF
When you spend
 $2,500 or more

Must present coupon.  Not valid with other 

offers. Expires 5/11/21 MP

 $500 OFF
When you spend
 $5,000 or more

Must present coupon.  Not valid with other 

offers. Expires 5/11/21 MP

 $800 OFF
When you spend
 $8,000 or more

Must present coupon.  Not valid with other 

offers. Expires 5/11/21 MP

 $1000 OFF
When you spend
 $10,000 or more

277-3942 CFC 1426558 

FL CFC 057478–GA MPR 006661

474390 E. S.R. 200 
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

DEERTRACKS

The grandfather of our plumber James Watkins passed away 
March 28. James Edward Parrish was 81. He graduated from 
Fernandina and married his high school sweetheart, Ruthie. He 
served in the Army and was a paratrooper in the Korean War. He 
became a Fernandina Beach Police Sergeant. We know he was 
a fine man by the character of his grandson James. His funeral 
will be at 1 p.m., Thursday, April 15, at The Journey Church. We 
salute you sir and thank you for your service.

Come by the coffee is on.   

April 30 is the deadline for the Dylan McCormick Memorial Scholarship.

Your ONE CALL FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY is HIRING. 
Apply in person. 24/7 emergency service, repair, replace, remodel or 
new construction, showroom and counter sales for residential, commercial 
and industrial needs. Call, come in or email daveturnerplumbing@com-
cast.net. Like us on Facebook.

We welcome YARD CARDS SIGNS to our neighborhood. Come ou 
tand support your local businesses.

DEERWALK

Take Care Kid!

ANIMAL SERVICES
Nassau County Animal Services will host an adoption event 

from 1-3 p.m. Saturday, April 17, at Pet Supplies Plus, 6500 
Georgia Highway 40 E. in St. Marys, Ga. New pet parents will 
receive 10% off their first order. All pets are spayed, neutered and 
vaccinated.

Little Delgado lost his home 
because his owner was allergic to him. 
This adorable little boy has a beauti-
ful chocolate-brown coat. His owner 
described him as being friendly and 
playful. He can’t leave the shelter for 
another week, but we are accepting 
adoption applications. Delgado would 
love to come to your house and chew 
your favorite shoes, pee on your new 
carpet, chase the cat and tip over your 
houseplants. In other words, he is a 
typical puppy!

Bilbo is looking for a home. Bilbo 
weighs 83 pounds, and we think he is 
about 7 years old. He appears to be 
well cared for and socialized. He knows 
some commands. He loves people and 
going for walks. Here at the shelter, 
Bilbo tends to be a bit protective of his 
food, so it might be best if he dined in 
private. If you already have a dog(s) 
and are interested in Bilbo, a meet and 
greet at the shelter is a great start.

Call the shelter at 904-530-6150 to 

ANIMAL ADOPTIONS
schedule an appointment to visit these pets. To see photos and 
descriptions of our available pets, visit our Facebook page. We 
are located at 86078 License Road in Yulee. Visiting hours are 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 1-6 p.m. Wednesday, 
and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday.

HUMANE SOCIETY
Sweet, soulful Colbie’s eyes say it all – she’s asking you to 

take her home and share her love forever! She’s housetrained 
and enjoys going for walks. She has a beautiful tan and white coat 
that’s soft for petting. She’s about 
7 years old and lived in a home all 
her life. Her people said she knows 
how to sit, stay, lie down and shake, 
and she’s very smart and loyal. 
They said she should be supervised 
around young children and seems 
to be dog-selective, so she might 
do best as the only pet in the home. 
She likes to be petted and loves to 
play, including fetch and playing with toys. And tennis balls! She’s 
already spayed, microchipped and up to date on her shots, and 
ready to go home with you today. Please come meet our sweet, 
beautiful Colbie!

Halo is a very pretty young kitty, with a light gray/taupe and 
white coat. Her coat is very soft for 
petting, and she has beautiful deep 
green eyes. She is just a touch shy at 
first, but loves to hang out with the 
other cats in the cattery. She is very 
sweet and loves it when we treat her 
with wet food. She is spayed, vac-
cinated and has a microchip. She’d 
love to be your angel – please come 
meet sweet Halo! If you’re interest-
ed in seeing her, call us at 904-321-
1647 or visit NassauHumane.org to 

see if she’s at our cattery or one of our remote adoption locations. 
Our Adoption Center at 639 Airport Road in Fernandina Beach 

is open from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. Friday, and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday; the center is 
closed Monday. 

We are abiding by social distance guidelines, and facemasks 
must be worn in the shelter. If you don’t have one, we will be glad 
to provide you a disposable mask for free at the door. To maintain 
social distancing, we are limiting the number of clients in the 
shelter at any one time. Please consider making an appointment 
to secure your place in case the shelter is busy. You can call us 
at 904-321-1647 or email us at info@nassauhumane.org. You can 
check out our adoptable pets anytime at NassauHumane.org, and 
follow us on Facebook. Come meet your new best friend!

CATS ANGELS
Meet Monica, a beautiful black tabby with medium length hair. 

She was found in a park with her babies that are currently in foster 
care. Monica is about 1 year old, and 
she is a very happy and sweet little 
kitty! Monica is good with the other 
cats in the adoption room, and she 
loves it when visitors stop in to see 
her. 

Cats Angels is a volunteer-based 
organization helping since 2001 with 
low cost spay/neuter services and 
TNVR (Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return to Caregiver). We receive 
no local or federal government funding and operate solely on pri-
vate donations, fundraising, grants and sales from our Thrift Store, 
and your support is appreciated. If you want to know more about 
how to support or donate to Cats Angels, visit catsangels.com and 
click on “How To Help,” where you will find many ways to lend a 
hand. 

Recycle your aluminum and cat food cans at the bins in our 
parking lot at 709 S. Eighth St. We graciously accept donations for 
cat care and resale items for our Thrift Store. Information about 
our spay/neuter, TNVR and adoption programs is on our website. 
Cats Angels welcomes volunteers to help us care for the cats and 
as retail clerks in our Thrift Store. Our Volunteer Application is 
online or you can call.

PET PROJECTS

Retail stores need help
Nassau Humane Society Second Chance Re-Sale Store and 

The Closet always need volunteers and donors! Make new friends 
and choose from front of store or behind the scenes. We are the 
primary source of funding for the Nassau Humane Society, and 
100% of sales go directly to the animals. For more information, 
call 310-9627.

Donations needed
Bring gently used items to donate to Second Chance resale 

store, 1002 S. 14th St., to benefit the Nassau Humane Society’s 
programs. Free pickup is available by calling 321-0022.

Cats Angels Need Your Help
Cats Angels is in need of volunteers for our Thrift Store and for 

cat care. 
The kitties need your help too. We have two cleaning shifts 

(morning and evening) every day, and the cats and our volunteers 
are always happy to meet new people. 

Our volunteer application is available online at our website at 
bit.ly/2ijwWGf or at the Cats Angels Thrift Store, 709 S. Eighth St. 
We’re open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call us at 321-2267.

Spay and neuter services
Cats Angels provides low-cost spay and neuter and TNVR 

(Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return to Caregiver) services through 
First Coast No More Homeless Pets. Call 321-2267.

A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCMENT

BY THE NEWS-LEADER

https://www.catsangels.com/
https://www.nassauhumane.org/
https://www.nassauhumane.org/
https://cast.net/
mailto:info@nassauhumane.org
https://bit.ly/2ijwWGf
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It Matters Now More Than Ever. In Print. Online. Local.
     904.261.3696 | www.fbnewsleader.com

Accurate. Reliable. Unbiased. Local.
Subscribe Today at
904-261-3696 or www.fbnewsleader.com
to stay informed and help protect the future of local reporting.

Visit Our Website for Safety Information, CDC Updates,
Local Closures & More:
www.fbnewsleader.com

In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your community 
newspaper, we are working hard with a local, regional and 
national network of official resources to keep you informed 
and up to date on the issues and developments that matter 
most to you.

SENIOR SERVICES

NEED HELP? HIRE ME!

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

Advertise in The News-Leader 
Service Directory!

Call 261-3696 and find out how to put 
your advertising dollars to work for you!

Call the News-Leader at 261-3696 to put 
the SERVICE DIRECTORY to work for you!

Do you need an affordable way to let the
community know about the services you offer?

Bob’s Irrigation 
& LandscapingInc.

♦ Full Service Lawn Maintenance

♦ Landscape Design & Installation

♦ Irrigation Installation & Repair

♦ Outdoor Lighting Solutions

♦   Seasonal Lighting Projects

♦ Sod Installation & Repair  

♦ Concrete Pavers & Fire Pits

♦ Deck Installation & Repair 

♦ Retaining Walls & Ponds 

♦ Grading Services & Drainage

904-261-5040
ES12000919

bobsirrigationlandscape.com

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Removal & Installation
$47500 per pallet. 

Sod, Labor & Tax included.
No fees up front. 
Call anytime

(904) 868-7602

SOD REPLACEMENT

BUDDY’S PAINTING
Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices
“No Job Too Small or Too Large”

• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

FREE  ESTIMATES 
AVAILABLE 225-9292

PAINTING ROOFING

PRESSURE WASHING

RAY O’ROURKE
Houses – Trailers – Patios

Driveways – etc.

Wood Decks Cleaned & Resealed

FREE ESTIMATES

261-4353

Providing Quality Work and

Professional Service Since 1993

“Re-Roofing Is Our Specialty”

Roofing • Siding • Soffit

261-2233

coastalroofs.com

Free Estimates

PRESSURE WASHINGLAWN MAINTENANCE
CONSTRUCTION

6”Seamless 
Aluminum Gutters

Financing available

(904) 261-1940
Licensed & insured Lowell Duster    

AMELIA 

GUTTERS
When It Rains 

Be Prepared.

Amelia 
Handy Man

Electrical • Plumbing • Deck Repairs 
• Any Electrical or Plumbing

NO JOB TOO SMALL

904-903-1175
terry.layman500@yahoo.com

Insured & Bonded

HANDY MAN SERVICES

MOVING SERVICES

S&S MOVING 

SERVICES, LLC

(904) 482-2990

• BUSINESS • COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
Competitive Rates with over

40 years of experience.
SERVING NASSAU COUNTY AND SURROUNDING AREAS.
Better Business Bureau A Rated for over 10 years.

LIVE WELL

(904) 206-3827

Homemaking & Companion ServiCeS, LLC
24/7 Senior Services

Livewellagency.org
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Lic. #236433

A
CS
Residential Cleaning

(All equipment and supplies included)

Fogging (kills COVID19,safe for kids &pets)

Best Prices in Town
Free Estimates • (904)612-6999

ALL CLEANING 
SOLUTIONS

CLEANING

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

Advertise in The News-Leader 
Service Directory!

Call 261-3696 and find out how to put 
your advertising dollars to work for you!

We’ve
Moved

• Local News
• Sports
• Classifieds
• Advertising
• Local Events
• Schools
• COVID News

Come by our new location to place a classified or retail ad, 
drop off news items, purchase a subscription or say HI!

1235 South 10th Street (Corner of 10th and Lime Streets)

904•261•3696 - online at fbnewsleader.com
Proudly serving the citizens and businesses of Nassau County since 1854!

https://www.tuppersturf.com/
https://www.nassaucountyfl.com/
https://www.coastalroofs.com/
https://www.livewellagency.org/
https://www.bobsirrigationlandscape.com/
https://www.fbnewsleader.com/
https://www.fbnewsleader.com/
https://www.fbnewsleader.com/
https://www.fbnewsleader.com/
mailto:terry.layman500@yahoo.com
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2021 JEEP

WRANGLER 

UNLIMITED

SAHARA 4X4
MSRP $45,355

Davis Discount-$500
Bonus & Incentives $44,855$44,855*
Davis Price

MSRP $50,650
Davis Discount -$4,750 

Bonus & Incentives

2021 RAM 1500 BIG HORN            
                           QUAD CAB

NOW ONLY
MSRP 50,650

2021 RAM 1500 BIG HORN            
                           QUAD CAB                           QUAD CAB

Stock #21220

“Serving 
the

community 
for over 25 

years.” 
Angelo 
Fanelli

Stock #21275

2021 JEEP

WRANGLER 

UNLIMITED

SAHARA 4X4 Stock #21275

CALL 904-277-6969

Davis Price

$45,900$45,900*

https://www.daviscdjr.com/

