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Shutdown over, but effects 
on DOD continue, Hagel says
By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

The government shutdown is over, but it will take 
a while for the effects to fade, Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel said Oct. 17.

At the shutdown’s height, more than 400,000 
Defense Department civilian employees were fur-
loughed because of the lapse of appropriations for 
the new fiscal year, which began Oct. 1.

The Pay Our Military Act allowed the department 
to bring most back to work Oct. 7. The rest -- about 
5,000 – came back to work Oct. 14. 

“While all of us across the department welcome 
the fact that the shutdown is now behind us, I know 
that its impact will continue to be felt by all of our 
people,” Hagel said at a Pentagon news conference.

“All of them, in different ways, had their lives 
affected and disrupted during this period of tre-
mendous uncertainty.”

All DOD leaders will work to repair the damage 
from the shutdown, the secretary vowed.

“I want all of our civilian personnel to know 
that the work they do is critically important to this 
department and this country,” Hagel said.

“It matters to this department, and it matters for 
the country. The military simply cannot succeed 
without our civilian employees, and the president 
and I appreciate their professionalism and their 
patience throughout this very trying period.”

While the department must refocus on critical 
work, Hagel noted, Congress did not remove the 
shadow of uncertainty cast over DOD.

“DOD is now operating on a short-term continu-
ing resolution, which limits our ability to start new 
programs, and the damaging cuts of sequestration 
remain the law of the land,” the secretary said.

The continuing resolution passed last night gives 
Congress the chance to craft a balanced long-term 
spending bill, Hagel said.

“If this fiscal uncertainty continues, it will have 
an impact on our economy, our national security, 
and America’s standing in the world,” he added.

“If the sequester level continues, there will also 
be consequences.” The cuts could be devastating 
to training and to maintaining and equipping the 
force, he said.

“DOD has a responsibility to give America’s elect-
ed leaders and the American people a clear-eyed 
assessment of what our military can and cannot do 
after years of sequester-level cuts,” Hagel said.

“In the months ahead, we will continue to pro-
vide our best and most honest assessment as 
Congress works to establish the nation’s long-term 
spending priorities.”

The secretary said he is concerned about civilian 
morale.

“I don’t think anyone questions that the uncer-
tainty that shutting down the government and clos-
ing down people’s jobs has brought a great amount 
of not only disruption to our government, to our 
country, but to their lives, to the civilian personnel 
whose lives have been disrupted by this particular 
shutdown,” he said.

Combined with no authorization, no appropria-
tion, continuing sequestration and the uncertainty 
of planning, this creates a perfect stew for bad 
morale, Hagel said.

“People have to have some confidence that they 
have a job that they can rely on,” he explained. “I 
know there are no guarantees in life, but we can’t 
continue to do this to our people – having them live 
under this cloud of uncertainty.”

If this continues, he added, DOD will not be able 
to recruit good people.

The government shutdown and the nation’s debt 
limit problem are making American allies nervous 
as well, the secretary said.

“Our allies are asking questions: Can we rely on 
our partnership with America? Will America fulfill 
its commitments and its promises?” he said.

“These are huge issues for all of us, and they do 
impact our national security and our relationships 
and our standing in the world.”

DoD photo by Sgt. Aaron Hostutler
Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel delivers 
remarks concerning the government shutdown at 
the Pentagon Oct. 17.

By Lt.j.g. Christi Morrissey
VP-16 PAO

In mid-September, VP-16’s Aviation Ordnance Team 
traveled to Patuxent River, Md. for their Conventional 
Weapons Technical Proficiency Inspection (CWTPI). 
Prior to the inspection, the ‘War Eagles’ were required 
to complete a week long Conventional Weapons 
Refresher Training course (CWRT). When this was 
completed, the aviation ordnancemen were tested on 
their weapons loading and down loading procedures, 
as well as release and control system checks. In addi-
tion, all team members were evaluated on the report-
ing procedures for explosive mishaps or weapons 
degradations in cases of non-functional ordnance or 
accidental damage.

VP-16’s ordnance crew passed the CWTPI with fly-
ing colors, sustaining zero discrepancies on their final 

evaluation.  They are now certified for weapons han-
dling of the AGM-84D Harpoon missile in advance of 
the War Eagles’ upcoming deployment to the Western 
Pacific.

“This was truly a historic moment for VP-16, as 
well as t he P-8A Poseidon communit y,” V P-16 
Commanding Officer Cmdr. William Pennington Jr. 
remarked. “To be the first operational ordnance team 
to certify to handle the Harpoon is already a major 
achievement – but to do so with no discrepancies? Our 
Sailors truly hit it out of the park. Their performance 
embodies the ‘War Eagle’ culture of excellence and we 
are extremely proud of their achievement.”

VP-16’s Gunner, CWO5 Rod Wiggins, was extremely 
proud of his team. When asked how they managed to 
perform so well, he responded that they merely strove 
to embody the War Eagles’ motto: “Any time. Any 
place. Nothing but excellence.”

NAS Jax recognized 
for outstanding 
community service
From Staff

Commander, Nav y Region Southeast has recog-
nized NAS Jacksonville for its exceptional community 
outreach program according to a message released 
Oct. 16 announcing the winners of the Regional Navy 
Community Service awards. 

NAS Jacksonville placed first overall in the Health, 
Safety and Fitness Flagship (Shore – 500 or more) 
and tied with NSB Kings Bay, Ga. for first place in the 

Photo by MC2 Gulianna Dunn
One of the P-8A Poseidon aircraft assigned to the VP 16 "War Eagles" flies over NAS Jacksonville in 2013 as 
flight crew train during their inter-deployment readiness cycle.

‘War Eagles’ pass Harpoon 
test with flying colors

By AWFCS Mike Wendelin
VR-62 PAO

Underwater Construction Team 
Two Detachment Bravo arrived 
in Timor-Leste for a construction 
project with a little help from two 
Navy Reserve C-130s from VR-62 
and VR-53.

T h e  V R- 6 2  “ N o m a d s ”  a r e 
based at NAS Jacksonville. VR-53 
“Capital Express” is based at NAF 
Washington DC. They are two of 
f ive Nav y Reserve C-130 squad-
rons serving Navy logistics needs 
around the globe and around the 
clock.

T he t wo Nav y C-130s l i f ted 
41,690 pounds of dive gear and 
const r uc t ion equ ipment plus 
nine Seabees for this Underwater 
Construction Team Two Detach-
ment Bravo mission in Timor-
Leste.

“This will be a training evolution 
for the newer members of the team 
as the more experienced members 

are looking to pass on vital under-
water construction k nowledge. 
Training is vital to the growth and 
success of UCT-2 now and over the 

generations,” said SW2(SCW/DV) 
Metro Sayer, UCT-2 embark officer 

VR-62 ‘Nomads’ team up with 
VR-53 ‘Capital Express’ to lift UCT-2

Photo courtesy of VR-62
Part of UCT-2 airlift sits next to a VR-62 C-130T that carried it to Timor-
Leste. 

File Photo
AZ3 Visa Armstead (left) and ADAN Emilio Vasquez 
of VP-8 cut soffit during a Clay County Habitat for 
Humanity project in July. 

See VR-62, Page 9

See COMMUNITY	SERVICE, Page 9
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From Staff

Oct. 24
1944 - In air-sea battle in the 

Sibuyan Sea, U.S. carrier air-
craft attack Japanese Center 
Force. 

1958 - USS Kleinsmith (APD-
134) evacuates U.S. nationals 
from Nicaro, Cuba. 

1962 - Atlantic Fleet begins 
quarantine operations to force 
Soviet Union to agree to remove 
ballistic missiles and long range 
bombers from Cuba.

Oct. 25
1812 - USS United States 

(Capt. Stephen Decatur) cap-
tures HMS Macedonian. 

1 9 2 4  -  A i r s h i p ,  U S S 
Shenandoah (ZR-1), completes 
round trip transcontinental 
cruise that began Oct. 7.

1944 - During Battle of Leyte 
Gulf in Battle of Surigao Straits, 
U.S. batt leships execute the 
maneuver of “Crossing the T” of 
the Japanese forces. In Battle of 

Samar, escort carriers, destroy-
ers and destroyer escorts hero-
ically resist attacks of Japanese 
Center Force. In Battle of Cape 
Enga no, 3rd F leet ca r r iers 
attack Japanese Northern Force 
sinking several small carriers. 

1950 - Chinese Communist 
forces launch first offensive in 
Korea. 

1966 - Operation Sea Dragon 
logistics interdiction began. 

1983 - U.S. Marines and U.S. 
Army troops land on Grenada 
to evacuate U.S. citizens threat-
ened by the island’s unstable 
political situation.

Oct. 26
1921 - The first successful test 

of a compressed air, turntable 
catapult, launches an N-9 sea-
plane. 

1922 - Lt. Cmdr. Godfrey de 
Chevalier makes first landing 
aboard a carrier (USS Langley) 
while underway off Cape Henry, 

Virginia. 
1942 - Battle of the Santa Cruz 

Island. USS Hornet (CV-8) was 
lost and USS Enterprise (CV-6) 
was badly damaged during the 
battle. 

1944 - Battle of Leyte Gulf 
ends w ith Nav y carrier and 
USAAF aircraft attacks on the 
retreating Japanese ships. U.S. 
forces sink many Japanese ships 
including four carriers, three 
battleships, 10 cruisers, and 
nine destroyers – for a total of 26 
capital ships. Consequently, the 
Japanese fleet ceases to exist as 
an organized fighting force. 

1944 - Special Task Air Group 
One makes last attack in month 
long demonst rat ion of TDR 
drone missile against Japanese 
shipping and islands in the 
Pacific. Of 46 missiles fired, 29 
reached their target areas. 

1950 - U.S. Amphibious Force 
7t h Fleet la nds 1st Ma r ine 

Division at Wonsan, Korea 
1963 - USS Andrew Jackson 

(S SBN- 619)  l au nc he s f i r s t 
Polaris A-3 missile from a sub-
merged submarine, off Cape 
Canaveral, Florida.

Oct. 27
1864 – Lt. William Cushing 

s i n k s  C o n f e d e r a t e  r a m 
Albemarle with a spar torpe-
do attached to the bow of his 
launch. 

1922 - Nav y League of U.S. 
sponsors first annual celebra-
tion of Navy Day to focus pub-
lic attention on the importance 
of the U.S. Nav y. That date 
was selected because it was 
Theodore Roosevelt’s birthday. 

1943 - First women Marines 
report for duty on West Coast, 
Camp Pendleton. 

194 4 - Fast Ca r r ier Task 
Forces attack Japanese shipping 
and installations in Visayas and 
northern Luzon. 

1967 - Operation Coronado 
VIII begins in Rung Sat Zone.

Oct. 28
18 6 4 -  St e a mer G ener a l 

Thomas and g unboat Stone 
River destroy Confederate bat-
teries on Tennessee River near 
Decatur, Alabama. 

1882 - Orders issued for first 
Naval Attaché (LCDR French 
Chadw ick sent to L ondon, 
England).

Oct. 29
1814 - Launching of Fulton 

I , first American steam pow-
ered wa rsh ip, at New York 
Cit y. The ship was designed 
by Robert Fulton. 1980 - USS 
Parsons (DDG-33) rescues 110 
Vietnamese refugees 330 miles 
south of Saigon.

Oct. 30
1775 - Congress authorizes 

four vessels for the defense of 
the United Colonies.

1799 - William Balch becomes 
Nav y ’s f i rst  com m issioned 
Chaplain.

The Jax air News is an authorized publication for members of the 
Military Services. Contents of the Jax air News do not necessarily 
reflect the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
the Department of Defense, or the Department of the Navy. The 
appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department 
of Defense,  or The Florida Times-Union, of the products and 
services advertised. Everything advertised in the publication shall 
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit 
factor of the purchaser, user or patron. If a violation or refraction 
of this equal opportunity policy by an  advertiser is confirmed, 
the publisher shall refuse to print advertising from that source 
until the violation is corrected. 

The deadline for all story and photo submissions is close of business 
the Friday before publication, and can be sent to jaxairnews@
comcast.net.

The deadline for classified submissions is noon Monday. Questions 
or comments can be directed to the editor. The Jax air News can be 
reached at (904) 542-3531, fax (904) 542-1534, e-mail JaxAirNews@

comcast.net or write the Jax air News, Box 2, NAS Jacksonville, Fla., 
32212-5000. 

The Jax air News is published by The Florida Times-Union, 
a private firm in no way connected with the U. S. Navy under 
exclusive written agreement with the U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Jacksonville, Florida. It is published every Thursday by The Florida 
Times-Union, whose offices are at 1 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, 
FL 32202. Estimated readership over 32,000. Distribution by The 
Florida Times-Union.

Advertisements are solicited by the publisher and inquiries 
regarding advertisements should be directed to:

Ellen S. Rykert, Publisher
1 Riverside Avenue • Jacksonville, FL 32202

904-359-4168
Advertising Sales

(904) 359-4168 • (800) 472-6397, Ext. 4168 • FAX (904) 366-6230
Pam Browning • Territory Sales Representative • (904) 359-4676

Commanding	Officer	
Capt. Roy Undersander

Executive	Officer	
Capt. Howard 
Wanamaker

Command	
Master	Chief	

CMDCM(AW/SW) 
Brad Shepherd

Public	Affairs	Officer	
Miriam S. Gallet

Public	Affairs	
Specialist	

Kaylee LaRocque

Editor		
Clark Pierce

Staff	Writer
AE3 Samantha Jones

Design/Layout	
George Atchley

File photos
The unusual design of NAS Jacksonville Building 141 evokes the 
Prairie-style architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright. The structure 
was used in the training of Navy personnel in celestial naviga-
tion during World War II. Celestial navigation is the science of 
navigating by the stars, sun, moon and other planets. Building 
141 was located at the site of today's Fleet Readiness Center 
Southeast Engine Shop. 

Members of the NAS Jax Football Team take on the NAS Pensacola Football Team Nov. 25, 1950. 
Note the air traffic control tower in the background.

This Week in Navy History

By Sarah Smiley
Special Contributor

Lately, the family and I have 
been doing something really 
old-fashioned at night. Because 
the sun is setting earlier, we 
get in our pajamas right after 
dinner. I light some scented 
candles, and sometimes I bake 
cookies or pop popcorn. And 
then — here comes the old-
fashioned part — we watch 
television together.

Crazy, old-fashioned, right? 
It sure feels that way. And I 
haven’t even told you what we 
watch, yet: The Cosby Show.

The first night we did this, 
I was so proud of us. We had 
tossed a side ou r K i nd les, 
iPhones, different reading-level 
books and handheld game sys-
tems and come together to do 
something as a family. It was so 
1980s of us. 

I write this slightly tongue-
in-cheek. A generation ago, 
watching television together 
was not necessarily good “fam-
ily time.” 

Or was it?
The serious t rut h is, our 

television nights have become 
something I look forward to. 

Sure, I’ve sat in the living room 
before while the boys watch 
SpongeBob Squarepants or 
Gumball, and I’ve even shared 
some laughs with them — in 
b e t w e e n  m a k i n g  a  me n-
tal to-do list or daydreaming 
— at those shows. But there’s 
something dif ferent, some-
thing wholesome, about being 
huddled together to watch The 
Cosby Show. It’s the middle 
g rou nd bet ween a n noy i ng 
cartoons and boring grown-up 
television. There’s something 
for everyone. 

And have you watched The 
Cosby Show lately? Wow! The 
boys giggle at the clothes and 
especially the episode where 
Theo break-dances (watch-
ing Dustin recreate the back 
spin was an added bonus). But, 
for the most part, litt le else 
has changed about family life 
today. The Huxtables are still 
relevant. 

Hol ly wood doesn’t ma ke 
television like this anymore 
(Oops, isn’t this what our par-
ent s sa id about t he A ndy 
Griffith Show, too?). In most 

programs aimed at children 
today, the mother and father 
are idiots. The dads, in particu-
lar, are baffoons. And princi-
pals and teachers fare no bet-
ter. Authority is mocked, and 
the character’s voices are loud 
and grating. How refreshing, 
then, to watch Bill Cosby, who 
definitely is silly at times in his 
portrayal of a father, but who 
ult imately is respected and 
liked. And Claire — well, she 
had a full-f ledged career and 
was hardly ever home! It was 
very forward-thinking for the 
time. 

Interestingly, none of the 
ground-breaking social ele-
ments of The Cosby Show — 
the fact that the Huxtables are 
African-American or that the 
mother is a successful lawyer 
and not home most of the time 
— seem to measure even as a 
small blip on my kids’ radar 
screens.

The Huxtables are just as 
relatable to them as any other 
family they see on television. 
That’s proof, I think, that soci-
ety has made progress in the 

areas of race or gender. The 
only thing the kids struggle 
with is the 80s clothes and 
haircuts. Thank goodness for 
progress there.

So I was enjoying our night-
ly routine of popcorn and old 
sitcoms. I looked forward to it 
most of the day: “I wonder what 
the Huxtables will be doing 
tonight?” The boys and I talked 
about it while driving in the car 
or at dinner. And that’s when 
something else occurred to me:

Is t here a “Cosby Show ” 
today that families, or even 
society, bond over? Is there 
one show that creates a shared 
experience for many?

T here a re approx imately 
300 channels on my televi-
sion; what are the chances 
my neighbor and I are watch-
ing the same thing at the same 
time? (The “same time” ele-
ment is important. With dig-
ital recordings, not everyone 
has seen last night’s episode of 
“whatever show,” last night.) 
We’re all scattered and individ-
ualized. Even in our television 
viewing. 

But not the Smileys! If I had 
anything to say about it, we 
were watching The Cosby Show 

together every night, until we 
had no more episodes left. 

And then, last week, after I 
had gotten comfy on the couch 
under my blanket and called 
up to the kids, they yelled back 
down, “Um, we’re kind of bored 
of the Cosby Show now. You 
can watch without us.”

What?
I took a deep breath, and 

then I marched upstairs and 
screamed l ike a maniac at 
them: “So you’re just going to 
stay up here and play Wii and 
let me watch television alone? 
You’re just going to give up on 
our family activity? Is this the 
way we’re going to be at night, 
all of us doing our own thing 
and staring at a screen? Fine. 
I’ll go watch The Cosby Show 
by myself.”

A few minutes later, one by 
one, the boys crept downstairs 
and stared at me as they took 
their seats on the couch. They 
looked frightened. 

“If it means that much to you, 
Mom, we’ll watch with you,” 
Ford said. 

And a half-hour after that, we 
were all staring — together — 
at the big screen.

Progress?

Television: The new way to bond as a family?
From the Homefront

RV Park upgraded
(From left) Lt. Cmdr. Aaron Ripple of Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Southeast; Robert 
Benjamin, superintendent and quality control manager for Tamsah Enterprises; NAS Jax Commanding Officer 
Capt. Roy Undersander; John Barnard, president of John Barnard and Associates; Roberto Santos of NAVFAC 
Southeast and RV Park Manager Phil Collins officially opened the upgraded section to the Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation RV Park during a ribbon cutting ceremony Oct. 18 at NAS Jacksonville. The primary goals of 
the project were to replace and upgrade existing water and power service to 19 RV sites in the east section 
of the park and installation of new sanitary sewer lines. Additional improvements included the installation 
of  new concrete curbing, regrading and installing new gravel throughout the site to improve the drainage, 
construction of five elevated tent sites that have water and power service, construction of 10'x10' concrete 
pads at each RV site, construction of a picnic site at the east end of the RV site that looks out to Mulberry Cove 
and tree clearing and renovation to the existing dump station. The project value was $871,142.

Photo by Shannon Leonard



By MC1 Peggy Trujillo
Defense Media Activity - Navy

The Secretar y of the Nav y announced a new 
Department of the Navy sexual assault survey for 
2013, which started Oct. 15, and can be taken online 
via any device that can access the Internet.

The Department of t he Nav y Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Office (DoN SAPRO), which 
answers directly to Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, 
created the survey to assess the Department’s prog-
ress, and learn more of what Sailors and Marines 
think should be done to fight sexual assault.

“We can’t help them if we don’t know what the 
issues are, and we don’t know if our training is work-
ing,” said Jill Loftus, director of DoN SAPRO. “If they 
think our training is horrible, then we’d like to know 
that, so that we can switch gears. We’d also like to 
know if they think that it is worthwhile and if they’re 
learning stuff because then we can continue in that 
vein.”

From previous surveys, DoN SAPRO has learned 
that the majority of sexual assaults in the Navy and 
Marine Corps happen to 18 - 24 year-olds in social set-
tings involving alcohol, and that the assaults usually 
occur at A-schools right after boot camp, or at their 
first duty station.

“We’ve used that information to set up pilot pro-
grams,” said Loftus. “Our Great Lakes experiment that 
we’ve been very successful with came from informa-
tion we learned from our surveys.”

The experiment targeted Training Support Center 
Great Lakes, mainly the Sailors who have recently 
graduated boot camp. The program brought together 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS), local 
hotels, commanding officers, and others to put an end 
to the risky situations Sailors may encounter. 

The program also incorporated bystander interven-
tion training, “No Zebras, No Excuses” training, Sex 
Signals training, a large group presentation on sexual 
assault and two small-group presentations with dis-
cussion groups.

Referring to Great Lakes, Loftus said, “Using anony-
mous surveys, we have seen a 60 percent reduction in 
sexual assaults over the past 34 months.”

This year’s survey incorporates questions from pre-
vious surveys, Department of Defense surveys and 
academic surveys. Pulling from the surveys and les-
sons learned, DoN SAPRO made the survey more con-
cise to pinpoint the information they’re trying to find, 
while taking less time from Sailors and Marines. 

“The 10-minute online survey focuses directly on 
the issues surrounding sexual assault, as well as issues 
such as perceptions, attitudes of Sailors and Marines 
about the issue of sexual assault,” said Cmdr. David 
McKay, a research psychologist at DoN SAPRO. “We’re 
also interested in understanding reporting behaviors 
and attitudes about reporting.

“Sexual assault is one of the top priorities of the 
Secretary, and should be a top priority for all Sailors 
and Marines, to try to figure out how to combat sex-
ual assault. The survey is important because it does a 
couple things. One, it helps us gauge progress on the 
different interventions we’re implementing. Secondly, 
it provides an opportunity for Sailors and Marines to 
speak directly to the Secretary about their experiences 
about sexual assault.”

The 21st Century Sailor and Marine Office (N-17) 
lists combating sexual assault as one of its main pri-
orities. Rear Adm. Sean S. Buck, the director of N-17, 
spends time with Sailors to get feedback. 

“When I visit with Sailors, I am constantly asked 
- ‘what else can I do to make a difference?’ Besides 
looking out for your shipmates and actively interven-
ing when necessary, surveys like this are your chance 
to do something, to make your voice heard,” Buck 
said.

Although the survey is a chance for Sailors and 
Marines to be heard, it is completely anonymous. 

No one will get a reminder to complete the survey 
because no one is tracking the individuals who take 
the survey.

“We won’t know if you haven’t filled out the survey,” 
said Loftus. “There’s no fingerprint. There’s no elec-
tronic tag to our survey. It can be taken from a smart 
phone; it can be taken from a tablet; it can be taken at 
the Apple store; it can be taken at your desktop or at 
home. We have no idea who you are and so you won’t 
get that email reminding you to take it.”

Loftus said that some of the initiatives that Mabus 
has instituted, based on previous survey results, 
included doubling the number of sexual assault inves-
tigators at NCIS, increasing the number of sexual 
assault response coordinators, 66 full-time victim 
advocates that are civilians trained as counselors, 
who will help victim support. The JAG is also insti-
tuting a victim’s legal counsel who will help victims 
through the process and the Navy is deploying civilian 
resiliency counselors, who are also certified SARCs, 
on every big deck. 

“I think that the Navy and the Marine Corps are 
really spending the resources and putting the atten-
tion on prevention, victim care and support,” said 
Loftus. “We think that if Sailors and Marines are hon-
est and forthright in taking this survey, and we get 

enough of them, that we’ll be able to show the nation 
and other service people that we’re really taking this 
seriously, that we care, and that we don’t want victims. 
We want to prevent sexual assault. This is a way for 
every member of the service to help us do that.”

The survey is available at www.donsapro.navy.mil/
donsas.html.

Commissaries 
honor Vietnam vets 
with special events
By Sallie Cauthers
DeCA marketing and mass communication specialist 

During the Veterans Day holiday weekend, commis-
saries worldwide will honor all veterans, particularly 
those who served during the Vietnam War, with com-
memorative events, special sales promotions, give-
aways and food demos.

The tribute to Vietnam-era veterans is linked to the 
introduction of the 50th Anniversary Vietnam War 
Commemoration Flag, said Rogers Campbell, DeCA’s 
executive director of Sales, Marketing and Policy.

“The f lag recognizes the service, valor and sacri-
fice of our military members who made it possible 
for America to remain strong and safe as a defender 
of democracy worldwide,” Campbell said. “We hope 
that every time a Vietnam War veteran and their fam-
ily sees this flag, they will know that a grateful nation 
remembers, thanks and honors them.”

In addition to commemorative events in the stores, 
commissary customers will find discounts on name-
brand items thanks to special promotions that run 
from Oct. 24 to Nov. 13. Throughout this promotional 
period, DeCA’s industry partners – vendors, suppliers 
and brokers – are collaborating with commissaries to 
offer discounts beyond everyday savings. 

“It is with great honor that your local commissary 
serves our nation’s veterans with dignity and gratitude 
for everything they have done to keep our country 
safe,” Campbell said. “We cannot thank the Vietnam 
War veterans and all war veterans enough for what 
they have done for our country, our Constitution and 
our families.” 

Customers are asked to check their local commis-
sary for commemorative events and specific sales 
events offered at their store.

Sailors and Marines encouraged to make a difference with new sexual assault survey
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By Clark Pierce
Editor

A detachment from the Army’s elite 
160t h Special Operat ions Av iat ion 
R e g i m e n t  (S O A R)  v i s i t e d  N A S 
Jacksonville on Oct. 16 to conduct over-
water extraction training in the St. 
Johns River for pilots f lying the AH-6 
“Little Bird” light attack helicopter.

Two pilots at a time were taken out 
onto the St. Johns River by a 40-foot SAR 
vessel from the NAS Jacksonville Air 
Operations Boat Division.

Then, one at a time, the pilots jumped 
from the boat into the river to simulate 
a ditched aircraft scenario.

When the rescue helicopter located 
the survivor in the river, a rope lad-
der was unfurled for recovery, and the 
survivor was f lown back to the shore 
near the airfield control tower to dry off. 
They repeated the exercise until about 
10 p.m.

“The military airspace, the nearby St. 
Johns River and your Surface Rescue 
Swimmer School were factors in our 
decision to train here,” said Capt. Josh 
Clemmons.

“The NAS Jax Boathouse is also sup-
porting us with their international 
orange SAR vessel and center-console 

patrol boat.”
CW2 Justin Hughes explained that 

each of the four pilots would take his 
turn in the cockpit and in the water. 

“We’re geared up for realism in the 
river. Each survivor is wearing a com-
plete uniform, including boots, hel-
met and life preserver – which can get 

pretty heavy in the water. As for our 
helicopters, we’re flying the AH-6 Little 
Bird equipped with M260 rocket pods 
and an external fold-down seat,” added 
Hughes.  

T h e  U . S .  A r m y  16 0 t h  S O A R 
(A irbor ne), a lso k now n as “Nig ht 
Stalkers,” is the Army’s premier night 
fighting aviation force and the Army’s 
only special operations aviation force.

The unit provides helicopter aviation 
support for general purpose forces and 
special operations forces. Its missions 
include reconnaissance and assault that 
are usually conducted during nightfall, 
at high speeds, low altitudes and on 
short notice.

E s t abl i s he d at  For t  C a mpb el l , 
Kentucky, in 1981, the 160th SOAR has 
pioneered night f lying techniques, as 
it also contributed to the development 
of helicopters and equipment. In addi-
tion to AH/MH-6 Little Birds, the 160th 
SOAR operates MH-47G Chinooks and 
MH-60 Black Hawks. 

AH-6 and MH-6 Little Birds are small, 
nimble helicopters based on the Hughes 
MD530F airframe.

The MH-6 is a troop transport/scout 
helicopter, while the AH-6 is configured 
as a gunship.

 

An Army AH-6 “Little Bird” light attack helicopter flies over the NAS Jax search and rescue vessel as the pilots locate a survivor in the St. Johns River.

From a survivor's perspective in dark, murky river water – this is 
a very welcome sight.

The first of two Army pilots prepares to swim from the search and rescue vessel on the St. Johns 
River and begin his over-water extraction training. 

Army ‘LittLe Bird’ piLots 
conduct river sAr trAining

Army Capt. Josh Clemmons (left) checks the survival gear of CW2 Justin Hughes 
as they prepare to board one of the NAS Jax search and rescue vessels for over-
water extraction training Oct. 16. 
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Photos by Clark PierCe

Army helicopter pilots 
Capt. Josh Clemmons 

and CW2 Justin Hughes 
wait for their boarding 
call in the NAS Jax Air 

Operations Boathouse on 
the St. Johns River.

(From right) Coxswain EM2(SW) Jeffrey Adkins, Safety Observer FC1 Benjamin 
Dean and Medical Observer HM2 Edward Hanson gather in the wheel house of 
the NAS Jax search and rescue vessel. (Not pictured is crewman BM1(SW) Wayne 
Mayo.)

(From left) BMSA Zachery Garcia, EN1 Chad Burnett and EN2(SW) Jamil Punch 
ease the twin-outboard patrol boat from its slip at the NAS Jax Boathouse. They 
prevent curious fishermen and pleasure boaters from getting too close to the 
exercise.

The 40-foot, twin-diesel NAS Jax search and rescue 
vessel slices through 3-foot waves, as it approaches 
the over-water extraction exercise area in the St. 
Johns River. 

After being pulled from the St. Johns River, an Army pilot rides the rope ladder to the shore landing zone near 
the NAS Jax Air Operations control tower.

The Army pilot of 
an AH-6 “Little 

Bird” light attack 
helicopter eases 

the ladder-clutch-
ing survivor to a 

soft, boots-on-the-
ground landing 

near the NAS Jax 
airfield.

This AH-6 "Little Bird" can pack a powerful punch 
with its M260 rocket pods. Other armament available 
to the Little Bird include M134 miniguns, AGM-114 
laser-guided anti-tank missiles and GAU-19 Gatling 
guns. 

over-wAter extrAction trAining

Army pilots began their over-water training in the 
afternoon. Hours later, they were tasked to  perform 
under the cloak of darkness.



By Kaylee LaRocque 
NAS Jax Public Affair Specialist 

NAS Jacksonville recognized 98 top 
Sailors from the base and tenant com-
mands for the fourth quarter during the 
Sailor of the Quarter (SOQ) luncheon at 
the River Cove Catering and Conference 
Center Oct. 17.  

“The operational tempo of today’s 
Navy is insanely hectic. Today, we have 
323,000 active duty members, 62,000 
Selected Reservists, 285 ships with 102 
currently deployed to every area of 
responsibility in the world with the tre-
mendous supprt of 201,000 Department 
of the Nav y civilians,” said NAS Jax 
Command Master Chief CMDCM(AW/
SW) Brad Shepherd.

He continued, “Our objective is to 
protect power and deter war to sustain 
the American way of life. We continue 
to operate forward despite budget con-
straints capitalizing on our most valu-
able asset – our people. Which is why 
we are here today, carving out some 
time to focus on our sharpest Sailors – 
our SOQs.”

MU2 Laura Carey of Nav y Band 
Southeast sang the national anthem 
a nd NA S Jack sonv i l le Com ma nd 
C h a p l a i n  (L t .  C m d r.)  S h a n n o n 
Skidmore delivered the invocation.  

T he event ’s g uest spea ker w a s 
NAS Jax Senior Sailor of the Quarter 
MA1(SW/AW) Thomas Kelly of the NAS 
Jax Security Department. “I would like 
to talk about something I truly believe 
in which contributes to the success of 
the U.S. Navy which is teamwork,” said 
Kelly.

“Teamwork is a value that cannot be 
completed without leaders to direct, 
guide and promote the team members 
to do their best at their job or task to 
complete a mission,” Kelly continued. 
“As in the world of sports, the entire 
team is there to accomplish a mission 
of winning a game or championship. In 
the Navy, our mission or championship 
is on a much larger scale as we are here 
to protect the American people.”

Kelly went on to talk about a unique 
meeting he back in 2006. “I was visiting 
my mom who worked at Evans Army 
Hospital in Fort Carson, Colorado when 
I noticed an elderly man letting a young 

Soldier ahead of him in line. My mom 
said his name was Norman and took me 
to meet him. She mentioned I was in the 
Navy. Much to my surprise the elderly 
man was Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf 
and I ended up having a short conversa-
tion with him,” recalled Kelly.

“I asked why he let the young Soldier 
in line ahead of him and he said he 
was retired and enjoyed watching his 
‘team’ do what they do best and that 
the young Soldier needed to get back 
to his team because teamwork is what 
makes the military force unstoppable. 
He said I should always thank my team 
so I would like to thank my team at NAS 
Jacksonville,” said Kelly.

F o l l o w i n g  l u n c h ,  N A S  J a x 
C om m a nd i n g O f f ic er  C apt .  R o y 
Undersander thanked the Sailors and 
their spouses.

“First, take this day to feel good about 
your accomplishments because you’ve 
put a lot of hard work in to earn this 

recognition. But remember that you 
did not get here by yourself. It’s a fam-
ily business whether we succeed in the 
military,” said Undersander as he rec-
ognized the spouses and family mem-
bers attending the event. 

He continued, “Part of reason you 
were selected as Sailors of the Quarter is 
because of the leadership you have dis-
played. Jack Welch who used to be CEO 
of General Electric once said, ‘before 
you are a leader, success is all about 

growing yourself. When you become a 
leader, success is all about growing oth-
ers.’ So I challenge you as you head back 
to work to start growing that next Sailor 
of the Quarter and putting your time 
into helping a teammate get to that level 
as well.”

Undersander then presented each 
SOQ an award envelope with a $25 gift 
card from VyStar Credit Union.

Top Sailors recognized 
for achievements

Photos by Kaylee LaRocque
NAS Jax Senior Sailor of the Quarter 
MA1(SW/AW) Thomas Kelly discusses 
the importance of teamwork during the 
base Sailor of the Quarter Luncheon on 
Oct. 17 at the River Cove Catering and 
Conference Center. Kelly was the guest 
speaker for the event. 

NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. Roy Undersander (right) congratulates 
HS-11 Blue Jacket of the Quarter AMAN Shakita Howard during the Sailor of the 
Quarter Luncheon.

IT1 Paul Voight of Navy Region 
Southeast (NRSE) (left) is congratulated 
by NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. 
Roy Undersander on his selection as 
NRSE Senior Sailor of the 4th Quarter 
during the luncheon.

See SOQ, Page 8
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NRSE RCC holds change 
of command/retirement 
ceremony
By MC2 Daniel Meshel
NRSE RCC

Nav y Region Southeast Reser ve Component 
Command (NRSE RCC) held a change of command 
ceremony and retirement aboard NAS Jacksonville 
Oct. 11. Capt. Jerome Hamel relieved Capt. Gregory 
Smith as commander, NRSE RCC.

“It is an honor and an extraordinary privilege to 
inherit this exceptional team following in the foot-
steps of such a successful commander,” said Hamel. 
“I am both proud and excited to assume command, 
to lead and serve with this diverse and profes-
sional group of women and men with the 28 Navy 
Operational Support Centers (NOSCs) and with the 
region staff as well, here in the Southeast.”

A native of Methuen, Mass., Hamel received 
his commission in June 1985 from Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy. He holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in marine transportation and a Master of 
Science in financial management from the Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif. He also 
received his Professional Military Education from 
the Joint Forces Staff College in Norfolk, Va. 

Hamel’s most recent assignment was chief of staff 
to Commander, Naval Reserve Forces Command in 
Norfolk, Va.

“To team Southeast,” said Hamel addressing NRSE 
RCC, “our Reserves are riding a wave of credibility 
and relevance, and it is and will remain our job to 
keep our Sailors engaged and to keep them ready to 
return to active duty in any and every capacity – we 
own this.”

Smith commanded NRSE RCC, the largest Reserve 
Component Command in the country, from August 
2011 to October 2013, where he oversaw 14,600 
assigned Selective Reservists and Full Time Support 
(FTS) personnel from 28 NOSCs. Smith managed 
an annual budget in excess of $331 million at rates 
greater than 99.7 percent, and his leadership guid-
ed his Family Readiness Team to conduct 32 Pre-
Deployment Family Readiness Conferences and 
eight Returning Warrior Workshops for Sailors 
deploying and returning from deployment. Smith 
also led each NOSC’s medical and dental readiness 
to an average of 92 percent.

Rear Adm. Rick Williamson was the guest speaker 
for the event and awarded the Legion of Merit to 
Smith in recognition of his achievements. The award 
was Smith’s third during his career after 28 years of 
faithful military service.

The change of command ceremony then segued 
into Smith’s retirement ceremony.

During the ceremony, Smith thanked the RCC staff 
and the 28 NOSC commanding officers in Region 

Southeast. He also recognized the sacrifices of his 
family, the role of mentors that shaped his leadership 
and the relationships in the military he developed 
throughout his career.

“It was absolutely a difficult decision,” said Smith, 
who retired from naval service in the company of 
family, friends and colleagues. “Being sad reflects 
how great of a time it was, and I hope that everyone 
is sad on upon retirement - you lose the camaraderie 
and the teamwork.”

Smith, accompanied by his family, was piped 
ashore after being both relieved of command, and 
the watch.

Photos by MC2 Daniel Meshel
Capt. Jerome Hamel (right) assumes command 
of Navy Region Southeast Reserve Component 
Command from Capt. Gregory Smith during a 
change of command ceremony at NAS Jacksonville 
on Oct. 11. 

Commander, Navy Region Southeast (NRSE) Rear 
Adm. Rick Williamson (right) presents the Legion of 
Merit Award to Capt. Gregory Smith. 

Capt. Gregory Smith is piped ashore during his 
retirement ceremony Oct. 11 after 28 years of 
faithful military service and after being relieved 
of command of Navy Region Southeast Reserve 
Component Command. 

Photo by Jacob Sippel

Red Cross 
volunteers recognized
Red Cross volunteer William Walsh (center) 
is recognized for his three years of contribution 
to the American Red Cross during a luncheon 
held at the River Cove Catering and Conference 
Center at NAS Jacksonville on Oct. 9. The event 
brought together more than 110 people from Red 
Cross, NAS Jacksonville and Naval Hospital (NH) 
Jacksonville. (From left) American Red Cross North 
Florida Region Board of Directors Chairman Maurice 
Rudolph, American Red Cross North Florida Region 
Regional Chief Executive Officer Patrick O'Shea, 
NH Jacksonville Commanding Officer Capt. Gayle 
Shaffer and NAS Jacksonville Commanding Officer 
Capt. Roy Undersander presented awards to more 
than 60 Red Cross volunteers for nearly 13,000 vol-
unteer hours during Fiscal Year 2013.

Photo by Victor Pitts

FRCSE shares 
technology

At the First Coast Defense Expo on Oct. 16, Daniel 
Hernandez (center), a machinist at Fleet Readiness 
Center Southeast (FRCSE), uses a portable Faro arm 
to inspect an F/A-18 wing spar as visitors look on.  
The 3D imaging technology allows artisans to mea-
sure and compare aircraft parts and compound struc-
tures. The two-day event at Cecil Commerce Center 
was hosted by Florida League of Defense Contractors 
and the Jacksonville Aviation Authority.  It brings 
together federal, state, and local entities and busi-
nesses of all sizes to strengthen the defense sector in 
support of national defense goals.
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NAS Jacksonville
Senior Sailor of the Quarter
MA1(SW/AW) Thomas Kelly

Sailor of the Quarter  
AC2(AW/SW) Fernando Violenusellis

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
AC3 Scott Leishman

Blue Jacket of the Quarter
MASN Cheli Matlock

Center for Naval Aviation Technical 
Training Unit Jax

Sailor of the Quarter
AS1 Daphne Guzman

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
AS2 Anthony Wagner

Non-commissioned Officer of the Quarter
Sgt. Eric Jude 

Aviation Survival Training Center
Junior Sailor of the Quarter

AWS2 Dan Mansfield
Blue Jacket of the Quarter

ND3 Benjamin Lee
Commander, Navy Region Southeast 

Senior Sailor of the Quarter
IT1 Paul Voigt

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
MA3 Kiara Walker

Commander, Patrol Reconnaissance 
Wing Eleven

Sea
Senior Sailor of the Quarter

AWO1(NAC/AW/SW) Ernesto Espinosa  
Junior Sailor of the Quarter
OS2 Cesar Cruz (MTOC-3)
Blue Jacket of the Quarter
OS3 Jayla Hair (MTOC-1)

Shore
Senior Sailor of the Quarter
LS1(SW) Johnnatan Castillo
Junior Sailor of the Quarter

LS2 Kevin Doss (ASD)
Blue Jacket of the Quarter

LSSN Joshua Hansen (ASD)
HS-11

Sailor of the Quarter
YN1 Matthew Herndon

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
AZ2 Fausto Ferrin

Blue Jacket of Quarter 
AMAN Shakita Howard 

HSM-70
Sailor of the Quarter 
AM1 Dwayne Henry

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
AWR3 Matthew Ballard

Blue Jacket of the Quarter
AEAN Steven Virden

HSM-72
Sailor of the Quarter 
AT1 Patrick Fowler

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
AZ2 Kelsey Aaron 

Blue Jacket of the Quarter  
LSSN Eric Martin

HSM-74 
Senior Sailor of the Quarter

AM1(AW) Jacob Byerly 
Junior Sailor of the Quarter

PR2(AW) Michael Grove 
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
AE3(AW) Jonathon Turner 

Fleet Area Control and Surveillance 
Facility Jacksonville 

Senior Sailor of the Quarter
AC1(AW/SW) Gregory Klein
Junior Sailor of the Quarter 

AC2 Daniel Runkle
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

ITSN Daniel Ketchum 
Fleet Readiness Center Southeast

Sea
Senior Sailor of the Quarter

AT1 Jaime Reyna
Sailor of the Quarter
AE1 Chris Carlton

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
AT3 Kinesscia Telemaque
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

ASAN Kevin Grindstaff
Shore

Senior Sailor of the Quarter
AM1 Michael Orinski
Sailor of the Quarter
AZ2 Yanier Cabrera

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
AT3 Angelica Llamas

Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
AEAN Christina Jenkins 
Naval Computer and 

Telecommunications Station 
Senior Sailor of the Quarter 

IT1 Toja Hoffman
Junior Sailor of the Quarter

ET2 Ryan Biggs
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

IT3 Andrea London
Naval Hospital Jax

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
YN2 Jawson Newsome

Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
HN Ryan Kamerick

Navy Operational Support Center 
Sailor of the Quarter
HM1 Thomas Akers 

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
LS2(IDW/AW) Kevin O’Neal
Blue Jacket of the Quarter  

HM3 James Bright
Navy Region Southeast Reserve 

Component Command 
Sailor of the Quarter

PS1(SW/AW) Anthony Justiniano
Junior Sailor of the Quarter

YN2 Ramon Lopez 
Southeast Regional Calibration Center 

Senior Sailor of the Quarter
ET1(SW) Andrew Kern

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
LS2(SW) Fermin Borlagdan
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

AT3 Steven Dickens
Tactical Support Center 

Sailor of the Quarter
STG1 Daniel Dye

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
STG2 Eric Adams

Transient Personnel Unit/Pre-Trial 
Confinement Facility Jax 
Senior Sailor of the Quarter 

MM1 Yvena Sassnett 
Junior Sailor of the Quarter  

FC2 Stephanie Taylor

VP-5
Senior Sailor of the Quarter 

NC1(SW/IDW) Thealia Thompson
Junior Sailor of the Quarter 

AWO2(NAC/AW) George Freer
Mad Fox of the Quarter 

AM3(AW) Kristennicole Raices
VP-8

Senior Sailor of the Quarter
NC1(AW/SW/NAC) Deborah Tucker

Sailor of the Quarter
AD2(AW) Fred Danosh

Junior Sailor of the Quarter
AZ3 Visa Armstead

Blue Jacket of the Quarter  
AN Bismark Boateng 

VP-10 
Senior Sailor of the Quarter

AWF1(NAC/AW) Brandon Moore
Junior Sailor of the Quarter  

PS2(AW) Nigel James
Blue Jacket of the Quarter

YN3 Kendal Cavalieri 
VP-16

Senior Sailor of the Quarter
HM1(SW/FMF) Manuel Lozada

Junior Sailor of the Quarter  
AWO2(NAC/AW) Justin C. Ross

Blue Jacket of the Quarter  
AM3 Robert Cochran 

VP-26 
Senior Sailor of the Quarter 
AME1(AW) Robert Fisher 

Sailor of the Quarter 
AWO2(NAC/AW) Malorie Gallager 

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
IS3(AW) Rondetrius Morris 

Sponsors i ncluded USA A, Fi rst 
Command, University of Phoenix and 
Columbia College who picked up the 
cost of the buffet luncheon for the SOQs 
and their family members. 

“It’s a wonderful feeling for a Sailor 
knowing that our hard work and efforts 
are being recognized by our com-
mands. It’s a real honor to be recog-
nized today,” said Commander, Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Wing Eleven 

Junior Sailor of the Quarter OS2(AW/
IDW/SW) Cesar Cruz.

“I think its pretty awesome and moti-
vational because every day you come 
in and work because you have to. So 
this is like a bonus or ‘icing on the cake’ 
being recognized for what we do every 
day,” added Center for Naval Aviation 
Technical Training Unit Jax Sailor of the 
Quarter AS1(AW/SW) Daphne Guzman.

Neither the U.S. Navy, nor any other 
part of the federal government officially 
endorses any company, sponsor or its 
products or services.

SOQ
From Page 6

Sailor of the Quarter list

See SOQ	LIST, Page 17
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for the detachment.
Sayer continued, “We really appreciate the support 

and dedication of the sailors of VR-62 and VR-53. 
Their respective operations departments were very 
helpful.”

The mission is to build a breakwater jetty and 
attached f loating pier. The Nomads and Capital 
Express teamed up and sent one C-130 each to accom-
plish this mission.

UCT-2 Det Bravo is based at Construction Battalion 
Center, Port Hueneme, Calif. The Timor-Leste mission 
is expected to take 90 days.

VR-62
From Page 1

Campaign Drug Free Flagship (Shore – 500 or more). 
T h e  s t a t i o n  a l s o  p l a c e d  s e c o n d  i n  t h e 

Environmental Stewardship Flagship (Shore – 500 
or more) and tied with NAS Pensacola, Fla. for third 
place in the Personal Excellence Partnership Flagship 
(Shore – 500 or more).

In the Project Good Neighbor Flagship (Shore – 500 
or more), NAS Jacksonville tied with Center for Naval 
Air Technical Training Unit Corry Station, Pensacola 
for third place.

“Bravo Zulu to the winners and to the honorable 
mentions. Southeast Region commands are com-
mended for having active and successful command-
sponsored Volunteer Communit y Ser v ice pro-
grams. Award submissions have been forwarded to 
Commander, Navy Installations Command and other 
flagship sponsors for Navy-wide competition,” stated 
CNRSE Rear Adm. Rick Williamson in the message. 

“My sincerest personal thanks to all commands and 
individuals who selflessly volunteered their time to 
improve the quality of life in their local community 
and for participation in this year’s competition. You 
are an inspiration to us all,” said Williamson.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE
From Page 1

Photos courtesy of VR-62

Members of UCT-2 
inspect a pallet carrying 

a transportable 
re-compression chamber 

prior to loading on a 
VR-62 C-130. 

Members of 
UCT-2 load 
diving and 

construction 
equipment 

onto a truck in 
Timor-Leste. 
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By Clark Pierce
Editor

F l o r i d a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n 
(F DE P) S e c ret a r y Her s c hel 
Vinyard and key staff were wel-
comed by NA S Jack sonv i l le 
Commanding Officer Capt. Roy 
Undersander Oct.18 for a briefing 
on the station’s wastewater reuse 
system.

“The biggest concern of FDEP 
is protecting the water quality of 
the St. Johns River, so reducing 
the naval air station’s wastewater 
discharge to zero is very signifi-
cant. FDEP is also the leader in 
improving water conservation 
– and this water project serves 
bot h pu r poses,” sa id FDEP 
Secretary Herschel Vinyard

Undersander ag reed, “The 
goal here is to reuse 100 percent 
of the station’s wastewater and 
eliminate the need to withdraw 
approximately 48 million gallons 
per year of potable water from 
the Floridan aquifer. The project 
will eliminate the discharge of 
315 million gallons per year of 
treated wastewater into the St. 
Johns River – preventing about 
9 tons of nutrients from entering 
the river each year.”

NAS Jacksonville has a history 
of reusing treated wastewater 
instead of discharging to the St. 
Johns River. 

I n 19 97,  t he s t at ion a nd 
Timuquana Country Club part-
nered to construct the first phase 
of the reuse project – a 200,000 
ga l lon s-per-day g rav it y-fed 
wastewater reuse system from 
the station to the club to irrigate 
its golf course. 

Vinyard said, “Today, we’re 

fortunate to have a partners like 
NAS Jacksonville and the City 
of Jacksonville, who are dedi-
cated to enhancing the health 
of the river. We count on people 
like Kevin Gartland for forward-
t hink ing innovation when it 
comes to protecting the envi-
ronment under their control. It 
shows that when you have dedi-
cated leadership and commit-
ment – it’s amazing what can be 
accomplished.”

“Our department will contin-
ue to focus on nutrient removal 
from the St. Johns River, so we 
can reduce the number of algal 
blooms. And the more we focus 
on water reuse, the less we’ll be 
pumping our valuable ground 
water,” added Vinyard.

In 2011, NAS Jax built  a pump-
ing station and a 2.2-mile pipe-
line under the airf ield to the 
reuse pond located on the station 
golf course.

In 2013, the City of Jacksonville 
constructed a pump station and 
connection to the course under 
a $400,000 grant from the St. 
Johns River Water Management 
District (SJRWMD).

T he f i n a l  ph a s e i n  2 014 
will reduce total nitrogen by 
more than three tons annually 
through construction of an addi-

tional two-mile pipeline to a 
spray field in the South Antenna 
Fa r m, usi ng a $1.4 m i l l ion 
SJRWMD grant. 

“The cit izens of Northeast 
F lor i d a  a r e  c om m i t t e d  t o 
improv ing t he healt h of t he 
St .  Joh n s R iver,”  sa id NA S 
Jack sonv i l le Env i ron menta l 
D i r e c t o r  K e v i n  G a r t l a n d . 

“When people learn about this 
project, they understand that 
NAS Jax – in partnership with 
FDEP, SJRWMD and the City of 
Jacksonville – is doing its best to 
support that commitment. ”

Vinyard was accompanied by 
FDEP Northeast District Director 
Greg Strong, FDEP Water Policy 
a nd E cos y stem Restorat ion 
D e p u t y  S e c r e t a r y  D r e w 
Bartlett and FDEP Division of 
Environmental Assessment and 
Restoration Director Tom Frick.

Florida environmental chief checks out zero-discharge wastewater project

Photos by Clark Pierce
(From left) Herschel Vinyard, secretary of Florida Department of Environmental Protection, and 
NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. Roy Undersander listen as NAS Jax Environmental Director 
Kevin Gartland describes the success of the wastewater treatment.

The color purple is required 
by state regulation to identify 
pumps, tanks and pipes that 
carry reclaimed wastewater 
for reuse.

(From lef t) John Barnard, 
whose environmental engi-
neering firm designed and per-
mitted the project, describes 
phase 2 – consisting  of a 
zero-discharge spray field at 
the South Antenna Farm – to 
FDEP Deputy Secretary Drew 
Bartlett and FDEP Secretary 
Herschel Vinyard Oct. 18. The 
construction contract will be 
executed in early 2014.

Nestled in the 27-hole NAS Jacksonville Golf Course, this 
expanded holding pond provides treated wastewater for irriga-
tion of the course.
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From HS-11

At 11:11 on Oct.11, HS-11’s Change of 
Command ceremony commenced as 
Cmdr. Tim Kinsella Jr. relieved Cmdr. 
Ryan Keys as commanding officer of the 
squadron. Capt. Paul Esposito, command-
er, Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
at Auburn University was the guest speak-
er and reveled with Keys about past time 
served together.

Esposito also presented Keys with the 
Nav y and Marine Corps Meritorious 
Service Medal. Keys also received gifts 
from both the Chief’s and Officer’s Mess 
before sharing formal remarks and read-
ing his orders.  

At 11:45, Kinsella officially relieved Keys 
of command and accepted total responsi-
bility, authority, and accountability of the 
HS-11 “Dragonslayer” family.

This ceremony was the first for HS-11 in 
four years to be conducted ashore.  HS-11’s 
previous two changes of command were 
on board USS Enterprise (CVN 65).

The extensive planning and tireless 
efforts of HS-11 culminated in an event 
full of pride and tradition that ref lected 
the dedication of the men and women of 
HS-11 who serve their nation proudly.

HS-11 change of 
command embodies 
naval tradition

Photos MC2 Douglas Wojciechowski
Capt. Paul Exposito, commander, Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps at 
Auburn University (right) presents HS-11 Commanding Officer Cmdr. Ryan Keys 
the Navy and Marine Corps Meritorious Service Medal during the HS-11 Change 
of Command ceremony on Oct. 11. 

New HS-11 Commanding Off icer 
Cmdr. Tim Kinsella (center) and for-
mer HS-11 Commanding Officer Cmdr. 
Ryan Keys cut the cake at the recep-
tion following the HS-11 Change of 
Command, as new HS-11 Executive 
Officer Cmdr. Robert Smallwood (left) 
looks on. 
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Photos by Jacob Sippel

Naval Hospital Jax Breastival
Naval Hospital (NH) Jacksonville Commanding Officer Gayle Shaffer (center) 
along with members from the Ribbons & Roses Breast Cancer Support Group, cut 
a cake during the opening of the NH Jacksonville Breastival event. Survivors and 
supporters came from around the region to attend the event and give encourage-
ment to those affected by breast cancer.

Jacksonville 
Lymphedema Clinic 
Occupational Therapist 
Dell Belk discusses 
the symptoms of 
lymphemdema, a 
common problem 
that may be caused 
by cancer and cancer 
treatment, at Naval 
Hospital Jacksonville's 
annual Breastival. The 
event features numerous 
community organizations 
that provide tools and 
education to prevent and 
manage breast cancer 

such as BRCA gene testing, reconstructive surgery, breast imaging and post-
mastectomy clothing options.

Survivors and 
supporters come 

from all around the 
region to attend Naval 
Hospital Jacksonville's 

annual Breastival 
and give support 
to those affected 
by breast cancer. 

The event featured 
numerous community 

organizations that 
provide tools and education to prevent and manage breast cancer. October is 
recognized as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, an annual campaign 

dedicated to increase awareness of the disease. 
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Dewey’s
Call 542-3521

Free Texas Hold’em Tournaments
Monday & Thursday at 7 p.m.

Free Live Entertainment
Friday at 7 p.m.

Oct. 25 Second Tyme Around Band

Dewey’s Family Night 3rd Friday of the 
Month

Dewey’s will be open for dinner & bev-
erages

Nov. 15 - Karaoke with Tom Turner
Dec. 20 - Children’s Holiday Bingo 

* Children’s Holiday Bingo will start at 
6:30 p.m. and has a cost of $10 per per-
son and includes soft drinks, hot dog, 

dauber, bingo card and gift bag for each 
child.

DirectTV NFL Sunday Ticket at 
Dewey’s. Watch the exciting NFL action 

on one of Dewey’s five big screens. 
Arrive early for your choice of game.  

Freedom Lanes 
Bowling Center

Call 542-3493.
Youth Bowling League: Every Sat., 10:30 

a.m. - noon
$17annually or $8 per week. Includes 

shoes, awards will be given at the end of 
the season!

Rising Star’s Youth League: Every Sat., 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Pee Wee Division 
(6 years & under) 2 games, $6 per week. 

Juniors Division (7 years & older) 3 
games, 

$8 per week.

Special Stars Bowling League for fami-

lies with special needs children. 
All ages welcome! Ramps available for 

the non-ambulatory as well as bumpers 
for beginners. Runs for 10 weeks at a 

cost of $7 per week, shoes are included. 

Mondays: All you can bowl for $5, 4 - 6 
pm.

Wednesdays: All you can bowl for $5.95, 
4 - 10 pm.

Thursdays: Free bowling for Active 
Duty 11 am - 1 pm.

Saturdays: Family Extreme Bowling 
$8, 4 - 6 pm, Party Extreme $10, 8 pm - 
midnight (up to 2 hours of play). Shoes 

Included.
Monthly Handicap Single Tournament: 
Oct. 19, 1 - 4 pm. $20 per person, regis-

tration begins at noon.

Scratch Sweeper: Oct. 26, 1 - 4 pm. $30 
entry fee, check in starts at noon.

*Please note, the specials do not include 
shoes unless stated otherwise*

Fitness & Aquatics
Call 542-2930

Indoor Swimming Pool
Lap swim hours, Monday - Friday 6-8 
a.m., 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 4:30-7 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
 

Learn to Swim Fall Sessions
At the Indoor Pool

Session 2 Oct. 28 – Nov. 7
$40 military, $45 DoD

Monster Dash 5K
Oct. 31 at 11:30 a.m.

Perimeter Rd./Antenna Farm

Barktoberfest
Oct. 26, 9 a.m.

Vet Treatment Facility Bldg. 537
Free 2-mile walk/run with the dogs!

I.T.T. Events
Call 542-3318

E-mail them directly at jaxs_nas_
mwritt@navy.mil.

Jacksonville Zoo Spooktacular $9.
 

Universal Halloween Horror Nights: 
Sunday – Thursday $42.25, Friday $53, 

Saturday $74.25 
 

Pandemic Haunted Attractions – San 
Jose Blvd in Mandarin, tickets on sale 

at ITT!

Haunting of School House 4 - $18
 

Waves of Honor Special: Seaworld 
Orlando Adult $46.50, Child $42.25. 

Busch Gardens Tampa Adult $45, Child 
$40.50.

Monster Jam: Club seating (includes pit 
pass) $42, regular seating (includes pit 

pass) $22.

Jacksonville Jaguars: Section 147 Bud 
Zone, $70. Jags shuttle bus $12.

 
Thrasher Horne Center for the Arts 2013 

- 2014 Season: Tickets now available!  
MOSH: $7 - $12.

 
The Artist Series - Broadway in Jax 2013 

- 2014 Season: Tickets available now!  
- Celtic Thunder: Nov. 10, 2013, 7 pm, 

$80. 
- Men Are From Mars, Women Are From 

Venus: Jan. 17 & 18, 2014, $51. 
- War Horse: Feb. 22, 2014, 8 pm, $68.50. 

- Memphis: Mar. 22, 2014, 8 pm, $65. 
- Million Dollar Quartet: Apr. 26, 2014, 8 

pm, $65. 
- The D* Word: Oct. 4 - Oct. 25, 2014, 

$43.75 - $46.

Gatorbowl  $35
Capital One Bowl $98

Russell Athletic Bowl $78

Soul Food Festival
Special $20

General Admission $32
Preferred $42

VIP $65
ITT is now selling $18 tickets for the 

Harlem Globetrotters! The show is Feb. 
28, 7 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Arena.

The Vault Liberty 
Recreation Center

Trips, activities and costs may be 
restricted to E1-E6 single or unaccom-
panied active duty members. Call 542-

1335 for information. 
Camping Trip

Oct. 26 & 27
$10 per person

Monster Dash 5k
Oct. 31 at 11:30 a.m.
Wear your costume!

NAS Jax Golf Club
Golf course info: 542-3249 
Mulligan’s info: 542-2936

Military Appreciation Days 
$18 per person, includes cart 

& green fees
Nov. 5 & 19 for active duty

Oct. 24, Nov. 7 & 21 for retir-
ees, DoD personnel and their 

guests

Monday & Tuesday
Play 18-holes for $20, Cart and 

green fee included.
Open to military, DoD and 
guests. Not applicable on 

holidays.

Monday–Friday
Play 18 holes with cart for $16 after 1:30 

p.m.

Turkey Trot Golf Scramble
Nov. 25, 10 a.m. shotgun start

$60 entry fee, $70 for civilian guests

Mulberry Cove Marina
Call 542-3260.

Free Kayak & Canoe Rental
Every Thursday for active duty

Free Stand-up Paddle Board Lessons
Every Thursday 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Auto Skills Center
Call 542-3227

22 work bays, wheel balancing, tool 
checkout, paint booth and welding!

ASE certified mechanic onsite!

Auto Skills 101 for Women
Nov. 7, 5–7 p.m.
$5 per person

Youth Activities Center
Call 778-9772

Family Fitness Center hours are 
Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Bring your child to work out with you!

Movie Under the Stars
Oct. 25 at 7 p.m.

Featuring Monster’s University
Patriot’s Grove

Flying Club 
Call 777-8549

Private Pilot Ground School
Call for schedule
$500 per person
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VP-5 ‘Mad Fox 
of the Week’
By Lt. j.g. Taylor Brauns
VP-5 PAO

As VP-5 continues its busy schedule operating and 
maintaining the P8-A Poseidon, the squadron is high-
lighting one outstanding “Mad Fox” each week. This 
week’s “Mad Fox of the Week” is IS3(AW/IDW) Justin 
Seikus.

Seikus was born in St. Petersburg, and joined the 
Nav y in Februar y 
2010.  A f ter  boot 
camp, he attended 
“A” School at the 
Nav y and Marine 
Corps Intelligence 
Tr a i n i n g C e nt e r 
in Dam Neck, Va. 
He t hen rep or t-
ed to t he Nav a l 
A i r  a n d  S t r i k e 
Warfare Center in 
Fallon, Nev. While 
there, he accepted 
TA D order s a nd 
deployed to the Central Command area of responsibil-
ity in 2012. After returning, he joined the Mad Foxes in 
March 2013.

As an intelligence specialist, Seikus is tasked with 
giving the aircrew as much information as possible 
for every mission they go on. The job takes countless 
hours of research to give the most up to date informa-
tion to the aircrew due to the ever-changing environ-
ment of the intelligence community. Along with his 
assignments in the VP-5 Intelligence Department, 
he is also the department’s Morale, Welfare and 
Recreat ion representat ive and t he command’s 
Coalition of Sailors against Destructive Decisions 
treasurer.

“Getting the correct information to those in the air 
and on the ground is always the most stressful part 
of my job. Each mission, they rely on the information 
that we provide them with,” explained Seikus. “After 
a successful mission and knowing that what we pro-
vided helped the crew during the mission is always a 
great feeling and keeps us motivated each day to do 
the best job we can.”

Seikus’s current goal is to make second class petty 
officer. His long-term goal is to be accepted into 
Officer Candidate School so that he can earn a com-
mission. To help facilitate these plans, in his free time 
he attends American Military University where he is 
working towards a degree in political science. When 
he is away from the squadron he enjoys fishing, hunt-
ing, and working on his marksmanship at the range. 
He is also an avid bowler who has bowled a 300.

VP-5 is currently in the inter-deployment readiness 
cycle aboard NAS Jacksonville.

Naval Museums, History and Heritage 
Headquarters return to previous 
operations following shutdown

From Naval History and Heritage Command 
Communication Outreach Division

The Navy’s museums, which closed as a result of the 
government shutdown, have returned to their nor-
mal operating hours. Additionally, the Naval History 
and Heritage Command (NHHC) and the Nav y 
Department Library, both located on the Washington 
Navy Yard, have reopened.

The naval archives will operate under restricted 
access due to the ongoing remediation efforts in stor-
age facilities and naval history holdings. Access to and 
support from the naval archives will remain limited to 
official government inquiries only. 

Likewise, most of the Navy’s central historic artifact 
collection and art collection is stored offsite as part of 
a long-term initiative to improve the environmental 
and inventory conditions in which they are kept. 

Requests for artifact support and for loans will be 
entertained, but response times will be longer than in 
the past. Official requests will have priority.

IS3(AW/IDW) Justin Seikus

NAS Jax Command Master Chief (CMDCM)(AW/
SW) Brad Shepherd (left) and NAS Jax Executive 
Officer Capt. Howard Wanamaker greet Ellen Siler, 
CEO of Hubbard House, during an open house 
event at the NAS Jax Fleet and Family Support 
Center in recognition of Domestic Violence Month 
on Oct. 15. 

Photos by AE3 Samantha Jones

FFSC open house
Yulonda Thompson, program specialist for the State 
of Florida Attorney General, discusses victim com-
pensation during an open house event at the NAS 
Jax Fleet and Family Support Center. 

U.S.Navy photos

Commissioning 
ceremony

Cmdr. Marty Griffin, director of logistics, Navy 
Region Southeast Reserve Component Command 
(left) issues the oath of office to newly commis-
sioned officer, Ensign Owenvbiugie Edoohonba 
during a ceremony at NAS Jacksonville on Oct. 10. 

Lt. Bill Salter of Navy Recruiting District 
Jacksonvil le (r ight)  congratulates Ensign 
Owenvbiugie Edoohonba after his commissioning 
ceremony. Edoohonba, a former logistics special-
ist, received his commission through the Navy 
Reserve Direct Commissioning Program in the 
Supply Corps. 

See MUSEUMS, Page 17
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SECNAV announces 
Virginia-class 
submarines for women
From Defense Media Activity – Navy

The fast attack submarines USS Virginia (SSN 
774) and USS Minnesota (SSN 783) have been 
selected as the initial two Virginia-class sub-
marines to integrate female officers, the Nav y 
announced Oct. 15. 

A total of six female officers, two Supply Corps 
and four nuclear-trained, will report aboard no 
later than January 2015. Both submarines are 
homeported in Groton, Conn.

“Female officers serving aboard Virginia-class 
submarines is the next natural step to more fully 
integrate women into the submarine force,” said 
Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus.

“There are many extremely talented and capable 
women with a desire to succeed in this field and the 
submarine force will be stronger because of their 
efforts. Our Navy has proven over the years that 
one of our greatest advantages is our diversity. This 
is an advantage we should capitalize on across all 
platforms, including submarines.” 

Since the Navy officially changed its policy pro-
hibiting women serving on submarines on April 
29, 2010, the submarine force has integrated 43 
women onto six Ohio-class ballistic-missile (SSBN) 
and guided-missile submarines (SSGN). Further 
Virginia-class integration is being planned in the 
submarine force. 

“My plan is to begin by integrating four Virginia-
class attack submarines, with the second set of two 
units being integrated in fiscal year 2016,” said Vice 
Adm. Michael Connor, commander, Submarine 
Forces.

“Since Virginia and Minnesota are both Atlantic 
Fleet submarines home ported in Groton, Conn., I 
intend to select two Pacific Fleet submarines home-
ported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii early next year.”

The female off icers will be assigned to the 
Virginia-class submarines for duty after complet-
ing the nuclear submarine training pipeline, which 
consists of nuclear power school, prototype train-
ing and the Submarine Officer Basic Course.

Submarines with women currently serving on 
board are USS Florida (SSGN 728), USS Georgia 
(SSGN 729) and USS Wyoming (SSBN 742), home-
ported in Kings Bay, Ga.; and USS Ohio (SSGN 726), 
USS Louisiana (SSBN 743), and USS Maine (SSBN 
741), homeported in Bangor, Wash.

Photo by AE3 Samantha Jones

Musician visits NEX
Musician Jesse James Dupree greets fan Don 
Maxie, a retired Army Ranger Sgt. 1st Class, before 
autographing Maxie's vest during a special event 
at the Navy Exchange on Oct. 18.

NAS Jax Sports
Captain’s Cup Fall Kickball 
League starting
Open to active duty, selective 
reservists, DoD and DoD contractors 
assigned to a command aboard NAS 
Jacksonville. The games play at 
lunchtime. 
Captain’s Cup Greybeard 
Basketball League registration
Open to active duty, DoD Civilians, 
DoD contractors and selective 
reservists ages 30 & up assigned to a 
command at NAS Jacksonville.
Captain’s Cup Intramural 
Basketball League forming
Open to active duty, DoD civilians, 
DoD contractors and selective 
reservists assigned to a command at 
NAS Jacksonville. 
Captain’s Cup Monster Dash 5k 
Oct. 31 at 11:30 a.m.
Run is free and open to all authorized 
gym patrons. Runners will earn 
captain’s cup points for their commands 
by participating. The run will be held 
on Perimeter Road at the end of 
Mustin Road before the Antenna Farm 
at 11:30 a.m. Registration will also be 
held at the race site from 10:30-11:15 
a.m. 
Open Mixed Doubles Tennis 
Tournament Oct. 28, 5 p.m.
Tournament is free and open to all 
NAS Jax authorized men and women 
patrons age 18 and up.  Matches 
will play at the Guy Ballou Tennis 
Complex. Call NAS Jax Athletics at 
542-2930 to sign up by Oct. 25.

For more information, call Bill 
Bonser at 542-2930/3239 or e-mail 
bill.bonser@navy.mil. 

Standings
As of Oct. 18 

Intramural Skeet Standings
Teams Wins Losses
CNATTU 2 0
NAVFAC Sons of Guns 2 0
VP-45 2 0
NAVFAC Soap Gang 1 0
NAVFAC World War Z 1 0
VP-30 III 1 0
VP-16 1 1
FRCSE Claybusters 0 1
NAVFAC Guns’ n Roses  
 0 1
VP-30 I 0 1
VP-30 II 0 1
VP-30 IV 0 1
NAVFAC Dodge City Gang 
 0 2
NAVFAC Duval County Gang 
 0 2

Intramural Spring Softball
Teams Wins Losses
VP-30 Dirty 30 7 0
HSM-72 6 0
FRCSE Possums 5 1
FRCSE 900 4 2
VP-45 Smash 5 3
CNRSE 3 2
NAVHOSP Dirty Birdz 4 3
VP-16 War Eagles 2 2
FRCSE Angry Dolphins 2 4
VR-62 Nomads 1 5
CRS-10 1 6
VP-45 Thrash 1 6
NCTS 0 6

Intramural Spring Softball
Teams Wins Losses
VP-30 Dirty 30 7 0
HSM-72 6 0
FRCSE Possums 5 1
FRCSE 900 4 2
VP-45 Smash 5 3
CNRSE 3 2
Naval Hospital Dirty Birdz 
 4 3
VP-16 War Eagles 2 2
FRCSE Angry Dolphins 2 4
VR-62 Nomads 1 5
CRS-10 1 6
VP-45 Thrash 1 6
NCTS 0 6

Captain’s Cup 
7-on-7 Flag Football

Teams Wins Losses
NAS Jax 3 0
Naval Hospital 3 0
NOSC 3 0
VP-45 Pelicans 3 0
HSM-72 Warriors 2 1
VR-58 2 1
HS-11 2 2
VP-5 2 2
NMC Titans 1 1
VP-30 JO’s 1 1
FACSFAC 1 2
FRCSE 600 1 2
HSM-70 Spartans 1 2
VP-10 Red Lancers 1 2
VP-30 Students 1 3
CBMU202 0 1
NBHC 0 2
VR-62 0 2
TPU/PCF 0 3

Trunk or Treat
NAS Jacksonville First Class 

Petty Officer’s Association is 
hosting Trunk or Treat Oct. 30 
from 6-7:30 p.m. at the base 
chapel parking lot. All are 
invited to join the fun!
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Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
AMAN(AW) Ethan Nunnery 

VP-30
Senior Sailor of the Quarter 
AWO1(NAC/AW) Michael 

Oldham
Sailor of the Quarter  

AWV2(NAC/AW) Amanda 
Johnson

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
AO3(AW) Christopher 

Snyder
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

AEAN Christian 
McLaughlin

VP-45
Senior Sailor of the Quarter 

AM1(AW) Jared White
Junior Sailor of the Quarter 

AZ2(AW) Kyle Stillwell
Blue Jacket of the Quarter  

PRAN Ashley Pleace 
VP-62

Full Time Support
Sailor of the Quarter 
AWF1 Shawn Gray

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
AWF2 William Schmier

Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
AWV3 Christopher Caputo

Selected Reserves 
Sailor of the Quarter 
AM1 Paul Holladay

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 

AME2 Carolina Pitts
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 
AME3 Benjamin Raines 

VR-58
Full Time Support
Sailor of the Quarter 

AWF1(NAC/AW) Michael 
McCoy

Selected Reserves
Sailor of the Quarter 

AWF1(NAC/AW) Barry 
Kohlmann

VR-62
Full Time Support
Sailor of the Quarter 

AWF1 (NAC/AW) Smith    
Junior Sailor of the Quarter 

AZ2 (AW) Milton Taltoan    
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

AD3 (AW) Kevin Kalz

Selected Reserves 
Sailor of the Quarter 

AWF1(NAC/AW) William 
Simpkins

Junior Sailor of the Quarter 
PR2(AW) Christopher 

Hanover
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

AEAN Terrance Jones
Coastal Riverine 

Squadron 10 
Full Time Support
Sailor of the Quarter 

HM1 Tiffany Salveson
Junior Sailor of the Quarter 

ET2 Troy Durham
Blue Jacket of the Quarter 

GMSN Michael 
Montgomery

SOQ LIST
From Page 8

NAS Jax defends title as 
tri-base flag football champs
By Bill Bonser
NAS Jax Sports Coordinator

The 2013 Tri-base Flag Football Tournament took 
place at NAS Jacksonville Sept. 28. NAS Jacksonville 
won the 2012 Tri-base Flag Football Tournament here 
and were poised to defend their title.

In 2012, there were six teams in the tourna-
ment with NS Mayport, Subase Kings Bay and NAS 
Jacksonville having two teams respectively in the 
tournament. This year, only NAS Jacksonville had two 
teams represented and Mayport and Kings Bay had 
one team each in the tournament. 

The first two games of the tournament put NAS 
Jax Gold against NAS Jax Blue and Kings Bay against 
Mayport. NAS Jax Gold defeated NAS Jax Blue 33-18 
and Mayport defeated Kings Bay 21-19.

In the second round of the tournament, NAS Jax 
Gold demolished Mayport 34-0 and NAS Jax Blue beat 
Kings Bay 27-12.

Kings Bay was eliminated from the tournament 
since it was their second loss and NAS Jax Gold had no 
losses after two games. 

Mayport and NAS Jax Blue each had one loss and 
squared off to see who would be eliminated and 
who would advance to the championship to take 
on the defending champions NAS Jax Gold. NAS Jax 
Blue stayed in command of the game and defeated 
Mayport 33-21 to eliminate Mayport. 

NAS Jax Blue found themselves in the same situa-
tion as the previous year by coming out of the loser’s 
bracket to face NAS Jax Gold and having to beat them 
twice in a row to win the championship.

One of the major issues facing NAS Jax Blue was that 
this was their fourth game in a row and NAS Jax Gold 
had only played two games. NAS Jax Gold was well 
rested since they had to wait for the winner of NAS Jax 
Blue and Mayport. 

NAS Jax Gold proved that they were the best team 
on the field as they rolled to a 47-13 victory over NAS 
Jax Blue to successfully defend their 2012 Tri-base Flag 
Football title.

Photo by Bill Bonser
Members of the NAS Jacksonville Gold Team proudly dis-
play the Tri-base Flag Football Championship trophy on 
Sept. 28.

The following Naval History and Heritage enterprise 
museums have resumed normal hours: 

• National Museum of the U.S. Navy (Washington, 
D.C.) 

• National Naval Aviation Museum (Pensacola, Fla.) 
• Great Lakes Naval Museum (Great Lakes, Ill.) 
• Hampton Roads Naval Museum (Norfolk, Va.) 
• U.S. Submarine Force Museum and Historic Ship 

Nautilus (Groton, Conn.) 
• U.S. Navy Seabee Museum (Port Hueneme, Calif.)
• U.S. Naval War College Museum (Newport, R.I.) 
• U.S. Naval Academy Museum (Annapolis, Md.)

• Puget Sound Naval Museum (Bremerton, Wash.)
• Naval Museum Northwest (Keyport, Wash.)
Before visiting, please access the museums’ respec-

tive websites to check hours of operation.
In 2012, NHHC and Washington Navy Yard Public 

Works collaborated on a major archival storage facility 
renovation project for buildings 108 and 44 which is 
targeted for completion as early as 2014. The ongoing 
project will result in accommodating 12,000 cubic feet 
paper, microform and digital media in appropriate 
environmental conditions. 

For more information and to access the Navy museum 
Web sites, please see http://www.history.navy.mil/muse-
ums/index.html.

MUSEUMS
From Page 15

From the NAS Jax Safety Office

Children are t w ice as l ikely 
to be hit and killed by a car on 
Halloween compared to other 
days of the year. 

Walk safely 
•  Children under 12 should 

trick-or-treat and cross streets 
with an adult. Cross the street at 
corners, using traffic signals and 
crosswalks. 
• Look left, right and left again 

when crossing and keep looking 
as you cross. Walk--don’t run, 
across the street. 
• Teach children to make eye 

contact with drivers before cross-
ing in front of them. 
• Always walk on sidewalks or 

paths. If there are no sidewalks, 
walk facing traffic as far to the left 
as possible. Children should walk 
on direct routes with the fewest 
street crossings. 
• Watch for cars that are turn-

ing or backing up. Teach children 
to never dart out into the street or 
cross between parked cars. 

Trick or treat with an adult 
• Children under the age of 12 

should not be out at night with-

out adult supervision. If kids are 
mature enough to be out on their 
own, they should stick to familiar 
areas that are well lit and trick-or-
treat in groups. 

Keep costumes both 
creative and safe 

• When selecting a costume, 
make sure it is the right size to 
prevent trips and falls. 
• Decorate costumes and bags 

with ref lective tape or stickers 
and, if possible, choose light col-
ors. 
• Choose face paint and make-

up whenever possible instead 
of masks, which can obstruct a 
child’s vision. 
• Have kids carry glow sticks or 

f lashlights to help them see and 
be seen by drivers. 

Double check candy 
and costumes 

•  Check t reats for sig ns of 
tampering before children are 
allowed to eat them. 
• Remind children to eat only 

treats in their original, unopened 
wrappers. 
• Candy should be thrown away 

if the wrapper is faded or torn, or 

if the candy is unwrapped. 
• While glow sticks are good 

for visibility, remember that the 
liquid in glow sticks is also haz-
ardous, so parents should remind 
children not to chew on or break 
them. 
• Look for non-toxic designa-

tions when choosing Halloween 
makeup. 
Drive extra safely on Halloween 
•  Slow dow n and be espe-

cially alert in residential neigh-
borhoods. Children are excited 
on Halloween and may move in 
unpredictable ways. 
• Take extra time to look for 

kids at intersections, on medians 
and on curbs. 
• Enter and exit driveways and 

alleys slowly and carefully. 
• Eliminate any distractions 

inside your car so you can con-
centrate on the road and your sur-
roundings. 
• Drive slowly, anticipate heavy 

pedestrian traffic and turn your 
headlights on earlier in the day 
to spot children from greater dis-
tances.

Tuition Assistance payments resume
By Cmdr. Kelly Brannon 
Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs

Following the passage of continuing resolution 
authority (CRA), the Navy is in the process of resum-
ing funding of voluntary education programs, includ-
ing tuition assistance (TA). 

Effective immediately, all military TA applications 
for courses starting on or after Oct. 17 may be submit-
ted. All previously approved TA requests for courses 
which began on or after Oct.17 will also be honored. 

Chief of Naval Personnel has received inquiries 
regarding classes that began during the dates of the 
government shutdown, Oct. 1-16. Any authorization 
for such classes that came prior to Oct. 1 will still be 
honored. However, Navy will follow guidance from the 
Department of Defense instruction which states “All 
military TA must be requested and approved prior to 
the start date of the course.” Since funding cannot not 
be awarded retroactively, classes that started Oct. 1-16 
which were not authorized prior to Oct. 1 will not be 
paid for.

According to Navy officials, the service will resume 
close to normal pre-shutdown operations, with no 
changes to TA execution anticipated for 2014. The bot-
tom line for Sailors is, if you have a TA voucher printed 
from the WebTA site, you may present this to your 
educational institution in lieu of payment.

Halloween safety tips

From the Florida Department 
of Health in Duval County 

The Florida Department of Health in Duval 
County (DOH-Duval) reminds individuals to avoid 
exposure to algal blooms in the St. Johns River and 
other water bodies in Florida. 

Blue-green algae are a group of organisms that 
can live in freshwater, saltwater or in mixed “brack-
ish” water and may commonly be referred to as pond 
scum.

They also are referred to as cyanobacteria. Most 
blue-green algae do not produce chemicals harmful 
to humans or animals, however, some types make 
natural substances called cyanotoxins. Over time, 
these toxins are diluted and eventually break down 
and disappear. 

Blue-green algae toxins can affect the liver, ner-
vous system and skin. Most problems happen when 
water containing high toxin amounts is ingested. 
Abdominal cramps, nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting 
may occur if any untreated surface water is swal-

lowed. Direct contact or breathing airborne droplets 
containing high levels of algal toxins during swim-
ming or showering can cause irritation of the skin, 
eyes, nose and throat. Rashes can develop when skin 
is exposed to the algae. Individuals should avoid 
coming in to contact with a blue-green algae bloom, 
especially children and pets. Boiling water does not 
remove or destroy these toxins. 

DOH-Duval recommends people refrain from 
recreational water uses that could result in inges-
tion of and/or skin exposure to algal blooms in the 
river. Children should also not be allowed to play 
along the shoreline where they might be exposed to 
clumps of algae or drink water from the river. Florida 
Department of Health also recommends that fish 
caught in or near the bloom not be consumed. 

The Florida Department of Health is working with 
other state and local agencies to assess concentra-
tions of algal toxins in the St. Johns River. 

For additional information on health issues related 
to algae visit, http://www.f loridahealth.gov/healthy-
environments/aquatic-toxins/cyanobacteria.html.

Health officials provide water safety tips on algal bloom

Community Calendar
Liberty Foundation B-17 Flying Fortress and P-51 
Mustang “Take Flight Over Jacksonville” Nov. 2-3 at Cecil 
Field Airport. Available for flights or ground tours. More 
info at: smaher@libertyfoundation.org.
Documentary film, “Commitment to Honor,” premiers 
Nov. 3 at 1 p.m. at Anastasia Baptist Church, 1650 A1A 
South on Anastasia Island. Presented by the Veterans 
Council of St. Johns County and produced by the 
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts in Jacksonville. 
Keynote speaker is retired Army Col. Mike Prendergast, 
executive director of the Florida Dept. of Veterans Affairs 
in Tallahassee.
U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association, Jacksonville 
Chapter, is hosting dinner at the NS Mayport Ocean 
Breeze Convention Center Nov. 8 at 6 p.m. The guest 
speaker is Alan Verlander, executive director of sports and 
entertainment, City of Jacksonville. For more information, 
call 273-4714.
Antique Car Show & Live Bluegrass Nov. 9, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. at Cecil Pines Adult Community. More info at 771-
8839
Jacksonville Celtic Festival Nov. 16 from noon-10 p.m. 
at the oceanfront SeaWalk Pavilion in Jacksonville Beach. 
Scottish games and Kids Zone. Go to www.jaxcelticfest.
com.
VP-8 Alumni Association will hold their 2014 reunion in 
Charleston, S.C., Oct. 6 – 9. Contact Dick Scotti at (636) 
949-0570; e-mail: navy9crew@sbcglobal.net or Carolyn 
Magee at (601) 731-7600; e-mail: cpm38@bellsouth.net.

Aviation Boatswains Mates meet every third Thursday 
at 1 p.m. in the NAS Jax Air Facilities Management 
Building (666) conference room. For more info, call Doug 
Chaney at 542-3955.
Orange Park Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
5968 and its Auxiliary located at 187 Arora Blvd. meets 
on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. VFW 
is a non-profit veterans service organization composed 
of combat veterans and eligible service members from 
the Active, Guard or Reserve forces. For information on 
events or membership, go to www.vfwpost5968.org or 
call 276-5968.   
Military Officers Association of America N.E. Florida 
Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month. Open 
to active duty and retirees of all military branches. Contact 
Johnnie.walsh@gmail.com or call 282-4650. 
Marine Corps League Detachment 059 meets the first 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Southside 
Golden Corral located at 4250 Southside Blvd.  MCL is 
a nonprofit veterans service organization composed of 
Marines both active and prior and FMF Corpsmen. For 
more information, go to mcljacksonville.org or call 693-
0280.
National Naval Officers Association meets the fourth 
Thursday of each month at 5 p.m. at Naval Hospital 
Jacksonville. Contact CWO3 Lionel Jeffcoat at 594-6908 
or lionel.c.jeffcoat@uscg.mil or retired Lt. Cmdr. Paul Nix 
at 542-2518 or paul.nix@navy.mil.
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