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By	Kaylee	LaRocque
NAS	Jax	Deputy	PAO

NAS Jacksonvi l l e 
he ld  i t s  annual 
POW/MIA Recog-

nition Observance Sept. 19 
at the All Saints Chapel to 
pay tribute to former POWs 
and to recognized those 
who are still unaccounted 
for and their families.

The ceremony began at 1 
p.m. with the playing of the 
national anthem by Navy 
Band Southeast followed 
by the invocation and the 
POW Pledge of Allegiance 
by Herman Lodinger, who 
during World War II, was 
a bombardier with the 
Army Air Corps 564th Bomb 
Squadron, 389th Group. A 
second lieutenant, his B-24 
aircraft was shot down over 
Germany. Lodinger was 
taken prisoner by the Nazis 
and confined at Stalag Luft 
3, the camp made famous by 
the “Great Escape.” Many 
of the escaped POWs were 
recaptured and executed, as 
depicted in the 1963 movie.  

N A S  J a c k s o n v i l l e 
Commanding Officer Capt. 
Jack Scorby Jr. then spoke 
to the crowd and thanked 
the POWs for their service. 
‘’I enjoy speaking at events 
such as these because it 
is an honor for me to per-
sonally thank, in person, 
those who paved the way 

and preserved our freedom. 
Our former POWs fought 
battles that I am certain 
they wish they could for-
get. They cared so much for 
the liberty and security of 

our great nation that they 
suffered greatly and coura-
geously endured extreme 
pain in order to defend the 
star-spangled banner and 
all that comes with being 

an American,” said Scorby.
“So as you sit throughout 

the observance today, ask 
yourself what can beat rec-
ognizing these remarkable 
men who rather than cower 
in fear, fought on foreign 
soil and grace the pages of 
our history books with their 
incredible stories of valor. 
Their courage and audac-
ity enumerate many of 
the great chapters written 
about American military 
warfare,” he continued. “So 

on behalf of all our Sailors, 
Soldiers, Airmen, Marines 
and Coast Guardsmen serv-
ing today in the armed forc-
es today, let me extend to 
you a heartfelt thanks.”

Scorby then introduced 
Michelle Barth, who read 
a statement from Sen. Bill 
Nelson, D-Fla.; Jennifer 
Ridgley, who read a state-
ment by Sen. Mel Martinez, 
R-Fla . ;  Jackie  Smith, 
who read a statement 
by Congressman Ander 

Crenshaw, R-Fla.  and 
Director of Military Affairs 
for the City of Jacksonville 
Dan McCarthy who repre-
sented Jacksonville Mayor 
John Peyton. 

The ceremony concluded 
with a reception and cake 
cutting ceremony in the 
chapel fellowship hall.

To find out more about 
what POW/MIAs have gone 
through and the issues fac-
ing them today visit their Web 
site at www. powmiaff.org.

Navy Ombudsmen 
recognized for 
their contributions 
By	Kaylee	LaRocque
NAS	Jax	Deputy	PAO

NAS Jacksonville celebrated 38 
years of the Navy Family Ombuds-
man Program with a special lun-

cheon honoring 47 NAS Jax and tenant 
command ombudsmen Sept. 18 at the 
NAS Jax Officers’ Club.

The event began with the nation-
al anthem presented by MU2 Mallory 
McKendry of Navy Band Southeast, fol-
lowed by the invocation delivered by NAS 
Jax Chaplain (Lt.) Buster Williams. New 
NAS Jax Family Ombudsman Chair Vivian 
Alcott was master of ceremonies.

NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. Jack 
Scorby Jr. welcomed the guests. ”Today, we 

celebrate the 38th anniversary of the family 
ombudsman program and I want to thank 
the NAS Jacksonville-based ombudsmen 
who work so tirelessly every day to improve 
family readiness. Our warfighters and the 
leadership aboard this base could not be 
successful without you –so we are sincerely 
grateful for your service,” said Scorby.

See	OMBUDSMEN,	Page	14

NAS Jax 
fire chief 
to retire 
tomorrow
By	Kaylee	LaRocque
NAS	Jax	Deputy	PAO

NAS Jax Fire Chief 
Randy Hall  wil l 
ret ire  tomorrow 

at 11 a.m. at the NAS Jax 
Fire Department after 
more than 33 years of fed-
eral service. The guest 
speaker for the ceremony 
will be Douglas Thomas.

Hall, a native of Danville, 
Va. graduated from high 
school in 1975 and soon 
joined the Air Force. “There 
weren’t a lot of opportuni-
ties in the small town I was 
from and I really wanted to 
go and see the world. I’m 
not from a military fam-
ily and was kind of naïve 
about it. I thought every-
one in the Air Force flew 
airplanes and that’s what 
I wanted to do. Little did 
I know, you had to be an 
officer. So my dreams were 
somewhat shattered but 
later I got my instrument 
commercial pilot’s license 
anyway,” said Hall.

After recruit training at 
Lackland Air Force Base 
(AFB), San Antonio, Texas, 
Hall was sent to Chanute 

AFB in Illinois for basic 
firefighting school. “I never 
even thought about becom-
ing a firefighter, but I 
found out I really loved it,” 
he said.

Three years later, Hall 
became the youngest staff 
sergeant in the U.S. Air 
Force. During his four-year 
enlistment, Hall completed 
tours in South Korea and 
Charleston, S.C. “I met my 
wife, Vickie while I was in 
Charleston so that’s where 
we stayed. I joined the Air 
Force Reserves and later 
retired from the reserves 
with 25 years of service 
as the command fire chief 
at Maxwell AFB for Air 
University. As a civilian, I 
was picked up for civil ser-
vice almost immediately 
after I left active duty to 
work as a firefighter at 

Charleston Naval Base. I 
worked my way up through 
ranks  and eventual ly 
became a captain there,” 
Hall explained. 

“But then things changed 
drastically in my life. The 
base was closed in 1994 
as part of the BRAC pro-
gram. I was picked up at 
Charleston AFB working 
at their auxiliary airfield. 
Unfortunately nine months 
later, I got riffed because 
they went to all military 
employees,” he recalled. 
“So for the first time in my 
adult life, I didn’t have a 
job.”

Although, Hall wanted to 
stay in the Charleston area, 
he was eventually offered at 
job at NAS Jacksonville as 
a firefighter, a downgrade

See	CHIEF	RANDY,	Page	14
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TOUCHING

BASE
VS-32 “Maulers” disestablish today 

1 p.m. – Disestablishment Ceremony
                 at Hangar 117

2 p.m. – Disestablishment Reception
                 at T-Bar

Photos	by	Kaylee	LaRocque
Former	World	War	 II	 POW	Herman	 Lodinger	 presents	 the	
POW	Pledge	of	Allegiance	during	the	event.

Former	 POWs	 and	 families	 of	MIAs	 gather	with	NAS	 Jax	Commanding	Officer	Capt.	 Jack	
Scorby	Jr.	to	cut	the	cake	after	the	POW/MIA	Recognition	Observance	at	NAS	Jax	Sept.	19.

File	photo
NAS	Jax	Fire	Chief	Randy	Hall	 (center)	was	officially	pinned	
by	 former	Commander,	Navy	 Region	 Southeast	 Rear	Adm.	
Mark	 Boensel	 (right)	 and	NAS	 Jacksonville	 Commanding	
Officer	Capt.	 Jack	Scorby	 Jr.	 July	9,	2007,	at	 the	 fire	house.	
Hall	was	 officially	 named	base	 fire	 chief	 during	 the	 promo-
tion	ceremony.

Photos	by	Kaylee	LaRocque
NAS	 Jax	 Commanding	Officer	 Capt.	 Jack	 Scorby	 Jr.	 presents	 Consolidated	Maintenance	
Organization	Eleven’s	Ombudsman	Ellie	Teevan	with	a	letter	of	appreciation	at	the	luncheon.

A way to say, ‘Thanks’

NAS	 Jax	 Command	Master	 Chief	 CMDCM	
(SW/SS)	 Jeff	Hudson	 talks	about	how	 impor-
tant	 the	Navy	 ombudsman	 is	 and	 the	 role	
they	play	in	today’s	military	during	the	annual	
Ombudsman	Appreciation	 Luncheon	 at	 the	
NAS	Jax	Officers’	Club.	Sept.	18.

POWs/MIAs remembered at NAS Jax
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Job title/command:
        NAS Jax T-Line

Hometown: Savannah, Ga.

Favorite duty station/
Why? NAS Jax/This is my 

second command, and so far there’s 
nothing but friendly and very helpful people here.

Last book read: Divine Revelations of 
Heaven

Favorite pastime: Visiting Corpus Christi, 
Texas to see my grandfather and sister.

Most interesting experience: Landing
on board USS George Washington.

Who is your hero? My grandfather.

Job title/command:
Navy Exchange Lead Cashier

Hometown: Bremerton,
                        Wash.

Favorite duty station/
Why? NAS Jacksonville/The 

weather.

Last book read: Rogue by Danielle Steel

Favorite pastime: Volunteering.

Most Interesting Experience: Traveling 
all over the world.

Who is your hero? Michael Phelps.

JOYCE HALL
File	photo

Building	3	was	the	Recreation	Building	during	World	War	II	and	housed	the	station	movie	theater.	The	Navy	Exchange	
took	over	the	building	in	1960	and	utilized	it	until	it	was	demolished	on	January	15,	1998.

Looking back to WWII . . .
ABH3 CAREY MACON III

You are invited to the following Base Chapel 
Worship Services this Sunday:

Sunday - 8:15 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
     Episcopal
   9:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass 

   11 a.m. - Protestant
     Worship
Protestant Sunday School program is at 

9:45-10:45 a.m., and Catholic CCD is 10:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.
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By	Sarah	Smiley
Special	Contributor

After the first few days in a new 
classroom, especially if it is in 
a new school in a new state, 

your child is likely to come home and 
claim that he or she doesn’t know the 
names of any other students. 

“You can’t remember even one 
friend’s name,” you’ll query, desperate 
for all the details. But your child’s lips 
are sealed. Only after relentless prod-
ding will your child finally confess, 
“Well, there is this one kid . . . .” 

That “one kid,” the only student 
whose name your son or daughter 
knows, is guaranteed to be the naugh-
ty kid. 

Every class has a naughty kid 
(remember that, it’s important later). 
Other children quickly learn the 
naughty kid’s name because they hear 
it called aloud by the teacher – with 
various undertones of anger and frus-
tration – over and over again.

Beware any child whose name is the 
first one that your son or daughter 
learns, especially if your child says 
this person is their new best friend.

But what if your child is the naugh-
ty kid? How will you know? Your first 
clue might be if your son or daughter 
says there isn’t a naughty student in 
the class. (Remember, there is always 
a naughty kid.) 

ME (Speaking to my 5-year-old 
son, who just started kindergarten): 
“Owen, did you learn any friends’ 
names today?”

OWEN: “No, Mom.”
ME: “Not even the naughty kid’s 

name? Your older brother always 
learned the naughty kid’s name on 

the first day.”
OWEN: “We don’t have a naughty 

kid in our class.”
ME: “No naughty kid? That’s impos-

sible. Every class has a naughty kid.”
OWEN: “Not my class.”
ME: “Well that’s good. But you don’t 

know anyone’s name? You didn’t hear 
the teacher saying someone’s name 
over and over again?”

OWEN: “Nope.”
The second clue that your child is 

the naughty one – other parents know 
your child’s name. 

ME (speaking to the mother of 
someone in Owen’s class): “I’m sorry, 
what is your daughter’s name? I’m 
still trying to match parents to chil-
dren.”

OTHER PARENT: “Your Owen’s 
mom, right?”

ME: “Yes.”
OTHER PARENT: “We hear a lot 

about Owen.”
The third and final clue that your 

child is the naughty one in class – he 
always seems to have a new seat. 

ME: “Owen, what was your favorite 
part of the week?”

OWEN: “That I’m sitting at my 
friend’s table again.”

ME: “You switched tables already? 
It’s only the second week of school.”

OWEN: “I switch tables every day, 
Mom. Each time I get in trouble, the 
teacher finds me a new seat.”

I was shocked when I finally put it 
all together. I didn’t want my child 
– my Owen – to be “that kid.” I didn’t 
want him to be the naughty one. 

When I talked to my husband, Dustin, 
about it, he chuckled and said, “Owen 
has come a long way. Do you remem-
ber when he wouldn’t talk at all? Do 
you remember how you worried that 
he would always be shy?”

Dustin is right. Just two years ago, 
our Owen, who has always been in 
the third-percentile for weight, was a 
scrawny 4-year-old boy who couldn’t 
keep even size-2T pants on his hips. 
He seldom talked and he cried every 
time I left him at preschool. He had 
trouble making friends.

Now our pint-size little boy – the 
one we used to call “Tiny Tim” – has 
blossomed into someone who appar-
ently can’t stop making friends. And 
while it’s nice to see him growing, 
that doesn’t mean he can misbehave.

“I guess I need to call Owen’s teach-
er and arrange a meeting,” I said 
aloud to myself that night, and my 
oldest son, Ford, overheard.

“I bet the teacher will answer and 
say, ‘Well, hello there you naughty 
parent’,” Ford said, bringing a whole 
new element into my dilemma. If 
every class has a naughty child, I 
guess it makes sense that there is a 
“naughty parent” as well.

Owen came into the room and heard 
us talking. “Oh come on now, stop,” he 
said. “Let’s not go calling my teacher, 
or anything. I’ve got it all under con-
trol.”

Which, of course, is clue number 
one that you need a parent-teacher 
conference.

Pronto.

Need a CAC? Bring proper ID
By	Stacy	Binderim
PSD	Jacksonville

Effective immediately, two forms of identification 
must be presented to obtain a new DoD Common 
Access Card (CAC) or dependent ID card.

Family members should also present a signed and veri-
fied DD Form 1172, when not accompanied by their spon-
sor.

Acceptable forms of identification are:
• Driver’s license or state-issued ID card 
• ID card issued by state, federal or local government       

agencies
• U.S. or foreign passport
• School ID with photograph
• U.S. Social Security card
• Voter registration card
• Birth certificate (original or certified copy)
• Student school record or report card (children under        

18)
• Day care or nursery school record (children under 18)

New dialing plan in 
works for NAS Jax 
and NS Mayport 
By	ET2	Michael	Esch
NCTS	Public	Affairs	Officer

When you arrive at work Friday, Sept. 26 
– the way you dial phone numbers on base 
will be different. 

Due to the implementation of a new Department of 
Defense instruction, you will no longer be able to dial 
‘2’ or ‘0’ and then the last four numbers of the person 
you want to reach. Instead, you must dial the complete 
seven-digit number. 

The numbers to get an outside, DSN, or long dis-
tance line have also changed. Instead of ‘9’ or ‘80’ you 
will now have to dial ‘99’ for commercial local line/1-
800 number, ‘98’ for commercial long distance line, 
and ‘94’ or no code for DSN. 

Below are some examples of the changes:
• On Base: 542-1234 (Jax) or 270-1234 (Mayport)
• Local: 99 + 1-123-4567 or 99 + 1-800-123-4567
• Long Distance: 98 + 1-123-456-7890
• DSN: 94 + 922-1234 or 922-1234
You can obtain additional information from the 

Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station 
(NCTS) Jacksonville Web Site:

http://www.nctsjax.navy.mil/services_we_offer.html
Got a question or problem? Call the Base 

Communications Office (BCO) help desk at (904) 542-
3570 for assistance.

Every class has a naughty kid, and it may be yours

FROM THE HOMEFRONT
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By	Clark	Pierce
Editor

Adm. Jonathan Green-
e r t ,  c o m m a n d e r 
U.S. Fleet Forces 

Command (USFF), held an 
Individual Augmentee (IA) 
call at NAS Jacksonville 
Sept. 17 where he met with 
30 IA Sailors who recently 
returned from deployment.

It was part of Greenert’s 
three-day fact - f inding 
tour at NAS Jax and NS 
Mayport.

“With approximately 
13,000 Sailors on IA orders, 
one of Navy leadership’s 
top priorities is supporting 
the mission and communi-
cating every facet of the IA 
process with families,” said 
Greenert.

“Navy leadership has 
responded to feedback from 
Sailors and commands for 
a single command that 
administers every aspect of 
the IA process,” explained 
Greenert.

“Now, USFF is designat-
ed as the executive agent 
for the IA Continuum. 
Our mission is to ensure a 
streamlined, standardized 
oversight of IA support pro-
grams Navy wide.”

According to a recent 
news release, USFF also 
created a new communi-
cations tool called the “IA 
GRAM” to inform IA Sailors 
and their families about 
issues relating to deploy-
ment readiness in support 
of the war on terrorism. 

“IA GRAM messages pro-
vide information and pol-
icy updates to commands, 
Sailors and their families. 
Topics may include deploy-
ment health assessment 
policy, individual readiness, 
parent command responsi-
bility and family support,” 
said Greenert.

Recently, IA GRAM 08-2 

announced establishment of 
the IA Common Operating 
Picture (IA COP).

It outlines procedures for 
Sailors and family mem-
bers to utilize the Navy 

Family  Accountabi l i ty 
and Assessment System 
(NFAAS), which is an 
essential enabling tool for 
maintaining the IA COP.

NFAAS is also used to 

account for Navy families in 
times of crisis, such as hur-
ricane evacuations. NFAAS 
can be accessed by secure 
log in at: https://navyfam-
ily.navy.mil.

IA Sailors and families 

are encouraged to review 

and update their personal 

and family contact informa-

tion by Sept. 30.

Commander, 
U.S. Fleet 
Forces, gets 
facts on IAs

Photos	by	Clark	Pierce
Adm.	 Jonathan	Greenert,	 commander,	U.S.	 Fleet	 Forces	Command	 (USFF),	 discusses	 Individual	Augmentee	 (IA)	 program	
improvements	with	Sailors	recently	returned	from	IA	deployment	and	solicits	their	feedback.

HM1	Ariel	DeJesus,	a	 radiol-
ogy	specialist,	served	for	one	
year	 in	 a	 16-person	medical	
training	team	embedded	with	
the	Afghan	Army.	His	 team	
helped	 establish	 and	 orga-
nize	 departments	 in	 a	 new	
hospital.

AN	 Christopher	Henderson	
served	 in	 Iraq	 with	 the	
Army’s	 530th	Military	 Police	
Battallion.	His	 unit	 provided	
both	 interior	 and	 perimeter	
security	 at	 the	Camp	Bucca	
detainee	facility.

SK1	 Antoine	 Niblett	 ini-
tially	 deployed	 to	 a	 U.S.	
Army	hospital	 in	Kuwait.	He	
then	 detached	 to	 Iraq	 and	
Afghanistan	with	 a	medical	
logistics	training	unit.	Niblett	
also	served	in	the	east	African	
country	 of	Dijbouti,	 located	
on	the	Gulf	of	Aden.
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From	NHJ	Public	Affairs

An ounce of preven-
tion . . . the 2008 
influenza (flu) vac-

cine just arrived at Naval 
Hosp i ta l  Jacksonv i l l e 
(NHJ), where staff have 
already stepped forward 
for their injections or 
nasal spray. Vaccinations 
for NHJ-enrolled patients 
9 years and older will be 
held in the main confer-
ence room on the hospital’s 
second floor, adjacent to 
the NEX Snack Bar.  

• Oct. 6, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
• Oct. 7, 2- 8 p.m.
• Oct. 8, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
• Oct. 20, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
• Oct. 21, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
• Oct. 22, 2- 8 p.m.
Seasonal f lu usually 

occurs in the fall and win-
ter months in the United 
States.  It is an infection of 
the nose, throat, and lungs 
caused by influenza virus 
and can spread from person 
to person in close contact, 
primarily through coughing 
and sneezing.

Most people with flu are 

sick for about a week, but 
then feel better.  However, 
some people (especially 
young children, pregnant 
women, older people, and 
people with chronic health 
problems) can get very sick 
and even die.

Symptoms include fever, 
dry cough, sore throat, 
runny nose and muscle 
pain.

Deaths are usually caused 
by respiratory complica-

tions such as pneumonia.
Simple measures to pro-

tect yourself and others 
from influenza include fre-
quent hand washing with 
soap and water, covering 
your nose and mouth with 
a tissue when you cough or 
sneeze.

Use alcohol-based sanitiz-
ers and avoid large groups 
and public gatherings.

Beginning this flu season, 
the vaccination is recom-

mended for children ages 5-
18.  Children under the age 
of 9 enrolled at the NHJ 
should visit the immuniza-
tion clinic within their pri-
mary care enrollment site.  

Adults are also encour-

aged to get vaccinated and 
to take the necessary mea-
sures to reduce the spread 
of infection.

An ounce of prevention 
today could save a pound of 
suffering by you and your 

family during the flu sea-
son.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion call (904) 542-4677, 
option 4 or visit online at 
NavalHospitalJax.med.
navy.mil.

From	Staff

Balfour Beatty Communities public-
private venture (PPV) housing at 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville will 

soon be mailing confidential satisfaction 
surveys to residents so they can evaluate 
the management and services of the mili-
tary family housing in which they live. 

“We’re asking the residents directly – 
please tell us how we’re doing,” explained 
Terri Edelman, senior vice president of 
community management for Balfour Beatty 
Communities. “With the results, we will be 
able to gauge the quality of our services 
and where there is the opportunity to mod-
ify our existing services to better meet the 
needs and expectations of our residents.”

Residents who complete the survey are 
eligible to enter a drawing to receive one 
month free rent. There will be one win-
ner at Yellow Water and one winner from 
River Oaks and Patriots Point combined.

The survey, a part of Balfour Beatty 
Communities’ performance assessment 
program, was designed by the nationally 
recognized real estate consulting firm of 
CEL & Associates, Inc.  Its purpose is to 
identify what the residents like or do not 
like about the PPV housing managed by 
Balfour Beatty Communities. 

The survey results are confidential 
and anonymous. Only CEL & Associates 
employees will view the actual sur-
veys. They will provide Balfour Beatty 
Communities with a final tally on each 
question.

“The survey is easy to complete. 
Residents need only fill in the circles that 
best describe their perceptions, opinions or 
feelings. The rating and evaluation criteria 
are provided on the survey,” said Edelman.  

Also included in the survey package is 
a comment card that will be forwarded to 
Balfour Beatty Communities.  “This card 
gives residents the added opportunity to 

elaborate on a particular issue or let us 
know that they want to be contacted about 
a specific concern,” Edelman stated. 

The purpose of PPV housing is to bring 
the quality of military housing up to that 
of private industry housing. This allows 
the Navy and other military branches to 
concentrate on their core competencies. 

Flu vaccine available at Naval Hospital Jacksonville

Photos	by	HM1	Michael	Morgan
Leading	by	example,	Naval	Hospital	Jacksonville	Commanding	
Officer	 Capt.	 Bruce	Gillingham	 and	CMDCM(SW)	Dennis	
Green	 inhale	 influenza	 (flu)	mist	 to	 immunize	 themselves	
against	the	potentially	deadly	virus.		

Cmdr.	Barbara	Idone,	director	 for	administration	at	Naval	Hospital	 Jacksonville	receives	her	
annual	 influenza	(flu)	vaccine	on	Sept.	18.	 	All	active	duty	service	members	are	required	to	
receive	 the	 inoculation	unless	 they	 are	 restricted	 for	medical	 reasons	 such	 as	 an	 allergy	 to	
eggs.		

Residents of Balfour Beatty Communities could win free rent

Keep Your Base Clean!
Recycle This Newspaper!
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By	Clark	Pierce
Editor

Welcome to  the 
s c e n a r i o  t h a t 
nobody wants to 

occur, but everyone must 
rehearse for – a plane 
crash at an air show that 
causes mass casualties. 

“Our purpose today is to 
assess the readiness of dif-
ferent base departments 
to communicate with each 
other in order to deliver 
an effective, integrated 
emergency response,” said 
NAS Jax Executive Officer 
Cmdr. Ellis Bowler, who 
served as the INTEX08 
integrated training team 
leader.

In the exercise, an out-
of-control vintage aircraft 
explodes in a ball of fire 
after hitting and ruptur-
ing a fuel storage tank. 
Shrapnel and flames rain 
down on the air show audi-
ence, turning an aviation 
celebration into a disaster 
zone.

Air traffic controllers in 
the operations tower imme-
diately grab their crash 
phone to notify the fire 
department for aircraft res-
cue, firefighting and emer-
gency medical services.

In addition to the fire 
department, the integrated 
training team includes per-
sonnel from: security and 
force protection; medical; 
environmental; safety; air-
field services; air terminal 

services; and public affairs/
information.

“While extinguishing the 
fire, treating the injured, 
and securing the safety of 
our people are the highest 
priority, we also have an 
environmental issue where 
spilled fuel flows into a 
storm drain that empties in 
the St. Johns River,” said 
Bowler.

The approximately 90-
minute drill is now required 
for any naval air station 
that hosts an air show.

NAS Jax is the first naval 
air station in the U.S. to 
execute the aircraft crash 
with mass casualties drill.

More than 100 station 
personnel participated in 
this real-life scenario.

At the initial debrief fol-
lowing the integrated exer-

cise, NAS Jax Commanding 
Officer Capt. Jack Scorby 
Jr., observed, “Overall, 
things went smoothly, but 
there are always items that 
require attention. Some 
personnel are still training 
on the station’s new ELMR 
(enterprise land mobile 
radio) network. With these 
interoperable hand-held 
radios, our police, fire and 
emergency medical person-
nel will all be communi-
cating on the same wave-
length.”

“We also experienced 
some transportation chal-
lenges that are easy to fix. 
After our comprehensive 
debrief next week, every-
thing should be in order 
for the NAS Jacksonville 
air show in October,” said 
Scorby.

INTEX08 Drill

NAS	Jacksonville	crash	trucks	slowly	approach	the	burning	“mobile	aircraft	training	device”	that	was	part	of	INTEX08	–	a	simulated	an	air	show	plane	crash	with	mass	casualties	Sept.	18	near	
Hangar	117.

Steve	Parrish	(right),	disaster	preparedness	officer	for	the	Naval	Hospital	Jacksonville	Branch	
Medical	Clinic,	 reports	 to	 Integrated	Training	Team	Leader/NAS	Jax	Executive	Officer	Cmdr.	
Ellis	Bowler	as	flight	surgeons	Cmdr.	Jonathan	Groh	of	VP-30	(center)	and	Lt.	Nicholas	Bremer	
of	VP-5	(left)	listen.

(From	left)	NAS	Jax	Deputy	PAO	Kaylee	LaRocque	discusses	a	media	advisory	with	NAS	Jax	
Commanding	Officer	Capt.	 Jack	 Scorby	 Jr.,	CNRSE	Training	Coordinator	Hank	Bugbee	 and	
Integrated	Training	Team	Leader/NAS	Jax	Executive	Officer	Cmdr.	Ellis	Bowler.

HMC	Eugene	 Johnson	 of	Naval	Hospital	 Jacksonville	 (NHJ)	 Branch	Medical	Clinic	 records	
casualty	information	from	an	emergency	medicine	specialist.

(From	left)	Safety	observer	ABH1	Brandon	Hennessy	confers	with	Cmdr.	Mark	Scott	and	Lt.	
Mike	Chan	–	all	are	assigned	to	NAS	Jax	Air	Operations.

Exercise tests 
emergency 
management

Each	medical	 response	 team	brought	 pre-stocked	 containers	 of	 health	 care	 equipment	 and	
first	aid	supplies	needed	to	treat	and	stabilize	victims	until	medical	transport	was	available.

AW1	 Joseph	Willard	 of	CPRW-11	was	 one	 of	 the	 casualties	
awaiting	medical	evaluation	and	treatment.
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Photos by Clark Pierce

Firefighters	
prepare	to	
search	the	

downed	plane	
and	surround-

ing	area	for	
victims.

NAS	Jax	crash	crew	brought	the	aircraft	fire	under	control	within	minutes	of	arriving	at	the	crash	scene.

As	ambulances	reached	the	accident	scene,	critically	injured	spectators	
were	quickly	loaded	for	transport	to	Naval	Hospital	Jacksonville.

Stretcher	bearers	stand	at	the	ready	as	emergency	responders	work	to	revive	a	CPR	dummy.	
The	training	aid	survived	and	is	resting	comfortably	in	a	fire	department	locker.

NAS	 Jax	 Fire	Department	 Lt.	
Doug	 Papile	 comforts	 a	 vic-
tim	 before	 stretcher	 bearers	
arrive.

Because	of	the	high	number	of	casualties,	ambulances	were	transporting	two	victims	at	once	
to	the	emergency	department	at	Naval	Hospital	Jacksonville. Personnel	 from	Naval	Hospital	 Jacksonville	 Branch	Medical	

Clinic	prepare	to	cover	a	victim	with	a	yellow	drape,	signify-
ing	a	“serious”	injury.
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CHAPEL CENTER CALENDAR

By	Chaplain	(Cmdr.)	
Gerald	Felder

The Psalm tells us, 
“that they trust in 
the Lord shall be as 

Mt. Zion which cannot be 
removed but abided for-
ever.” What is trusting in 
God? It reminds me of the 
story of a young man who 
fell off a cliff at night and he 
grabbed a branch as he was 
falling. He is hanging there 
for dear life and he prays to 
God, “God help me.” 

A voice comes back, “Let 
go, my son.” 

The young man replies, 
“What?”

The voice comes again, 
“Let go, my son.” 

The man thought about it 
all night. He was still hold-
ing on, getting extremely 
tired by the second, but he 
decided to hold on and not 
let go. Soon after daylight 
appears –the man discovers 
he is only four feet above 
the ground. 

Walking by faith is trust-
ing God when we cannot 
see the light. We must trust 

God to be that light for us 
and know that He will not 
lead us astray. We should 
never look to the bigness 
of our circumstances, but 
instead to the bigness of 
our God. 

In our military environ-
ment, we must learn to 
have confidence in God 
regardless of the circum-
stances around us. Like 
the young man hanging on 
for dear life, if he had only 
let go he would have saved 
himself from a lot of stress, 

fear and a great deal of 
pain. God has been a part 
of America since its incep-
tion and we, as Americans, 
generally trust in Him. I 
would hope that we could 
take that trust and apply 
it to our experience in our 
military. We trust that 
the men and women who 
instruct us in this military 
environment will do the 
right thing.

What is more important 
is our responsibility as the 
men and women of faith 
are to pray for our leaders; 
therefore we must trust 
God to touch their lives. 
The Bible says, “Those who 
trust in God will be as Mt. 
Zion.” I believe it is saying 
that when difficulties arise, 
when trouble comes our 
way, when the storms of life 
are raging –we can trust 
in God.  We can let go of 
the limb and know that He 
will place our feet on solid 
ground.  Let us continue 
to trust God to provide for 
those who serve and fight 
this war on terrorism.

From	Spiritual	Fitness	Division	Southeast

The Chaplain’s Religious Enrichment 
Development Operation (CREDO) 
offers a variety of retreats for any-

one holding a Department of Defense 
ID card who is over the age of 18. 
Transportation, programming, lodging 
and meals are free. Retreats are held at 
the Sea Retreat Center in St. Simons 
Island, Ga. 
Marriage Enrichment Retreat (MER)

Oct. 24-26, Nov. 14-16
The goal of MER is to help couples work 

on the intimacy of their relationship. 
Communication techniques are explored, 
and the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
assessment helps participants understand 
different personality types and how they 
affect relationships. 

A variety of exercises are used to help 
couples come together in a non-threatening 
environment without the everyday distrac-
tions of work and home life. An MER helps 
couples discover ways to:

*Keep their marriage growing.
*Handle the inevitable conflicts better.
*Build more intimacy and communica-

tion.
*Strengthen their marriage emotionally, 

physically and spiritually.
Personal Growth Retreat (PGR)

Oct. 2-5 
The PGR is a 72-hour process that begins 

on Thursday and ends on Sunday.  It is 
a safe place where you can “defrag” the 
issues of your life. It gives individuals the 
opportunity to better understand them-
selves, develop a healthier sense of person-
al responsibility, and gain a new perspec-
tive on life and relationships.

A prerequisite is the willingness to truth-
fully look at one’s life and the courage to 
make decisions as to how that life will 
progress. Be ready to spend a weekend 
undisturbed by outside distractions, where 
you can fully devote yourself to assessing 
where you are spiritually, how to nurture 
yourself, and gain a vision of where you 
want to go with your life. It’s also a time to 
understand the spiritual journey of others 
and incorporate that into your own goals 
for growth.

Register for the following CREDO events 
(first come, first served) by calling 270-
6958.

Sunday, Sept. 28 at 8 a.m.
Celebration of Caribbean Culture and Faith

Experience uplifting hymns and steel drum rhythms 
for a most memorable service. 

Sunday, Oct. 5 at 11 a.m.
Baptismal service at All Saints Chapel

Monday, Nov. 24 at 11 a.m.
Ecumenical Thanksgiving service

• Help wanted –please call and volunteer as a lay 
communion assistant, acolyte or prayer petitioner.

NAS Jacksonville Chapel Center
Corner of Birmingham Avenue & Mustin Road

904- 542-3051/3052

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Trusting God

Chaplain	
(Cmdr.)	Gerald	Felder

MARRIAGE/PERSONAL GROWTH NEWS
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(From	left)	Cookie	Monster,	Elmo,	Rosita,	Zoe	and	Grover	bring	the	show	to	a	close	with	an	
uplifting	song	and	dance.

Photos by
QM2 Nicole Soto

Sesame Street Experience

AM1	Herbert	 Partridge	 and	his	 daughter,	Tayah,	
watch	 intently	 as	 the	 Sesame	 Street	 characters	
perform	on	stage.

One-year-old	 Abigail	 Soto	 watches	
excitedly	 	 as	 Elmo	 and	 his	 friends	 from	
Seasme	 Street	 take	 the	 stage	 Sept.	 20	 at	
NAS	 Jacksonville	Hangar	 117.	The	 show	
is	 aimed	 at	 helping	 children	 understand	
family	separations	due	to	deployments.

Sesame	 Street’s	 Zoe	 (left)	 and	 Cookie	 Monster	 visited	 NAS	 Jax	 with	 the	 United	 Service	
Organization’s	(USO)	national	tour.	Savannah	Benedict,	7,	said,	“My	favorite	Muppet	is	Elmo!”
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Domestic violence walk Oct. 2
From	FFSC

The purple ribbons on display throughout NAS 
Jacksonville during October represent the Navy’s 
observance of Domestic Violence Prevention 

Month. In partnership with two local agencies, Hubbard 
House and Quigley House, the Fleet and Family Services 
Center (FFSC) Victim Advocate Program invites the 
public to participate in the Domestic Violence Walk and 
Rally at 10 a.m. next Thursday at Patriots Grove on 
Yorktown Avenue.

Following the walk, NAS Jax Commanding Officer Capt. 
Jack Scorby Jr. will deliver his domestic violence aware-
ness month proclamation. 

The rally and other events help increase awareness 
about preventing domestic violence and how to assist 
those who suffer from its effects. 

In addition to the walk and rally, the FFSC Victim 
Advocate Program is sponsoring:

“Voices of Men,” an educational play by author and 
comedian Ben Atherton-Zeman. Free to military and civil-
ian personnel, Atherton-Zeman will perform Oct. 28 at 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m. in the VP-30 Auditorium.

Domestic violence posters for commands are available 
through the victim advocate program by contacting: Amy 
Sulzmann, 542-2766 ext. 131 (amy.sulzmann.ctr@navy.
mil) or LaTresa Henderson, 542-2766 ext. 116 (latresa.
henderson.ctr@navy.mil).

NEXCOM announces Military 
Star card $10 Sign-Up Bonus 
By	Kristine	Sturkie
NEXCOM	Public	Affairs	Officer

Apply for a new Military Star™ card account 
between Oct. 1–31 and receive a free $10 NEX Gift 
card, upon approval.

“The Military Star card offers a superior interest 
rate compared to other civilian credit cards, that typi-
cally charge 20 percent APR or more,” said Customer 
Service Manager James Winn of Navy Exchange Service 
Command (NEXCOM). “Currently, the Military Star 
card’s interest rate is 9.99 percent.”

The card’s benefits include: 10 percent off the first day’s 
purchases (up to the customer’s credit limit); 24-hour cus-
tomer service, including online access; zero percent inter-
est promotions; free shipping on All Services Exchange 
Catalog purchases; and no annual fee.

In addition, the Military Star card has a reduced inter-
est rate program for qualifying Navy and Marine Corps 
personnel by waiving the monthly payments for account 
holders for the duration of an assignment over 90 days to 
a contingency area and interest rate charges are reduced 
under two options. Military Star card applications are 
available at your local Navy Exchange.

Photo	by	Kaylee	LaRocque
NAS	 Jax	 Commanding	Officer	 Capt.	 Jack	 Scorby	 Jr.	
(right)	 presents	 NAS	 Jax	 Commissary	 Director	 John	
Moore	with	 an	 Eagle	 of	 Excellence	Appreciation	 Letter	
as	NAS	Jax	Command	Master	Chief	CMDCM(SW/SS)	Jeff	
Hudson	 looks	 on	 after	 the	 Sept.	 17	 department	 heads	
meeting.	Moore	 credited	 his	 staff	 for	 superior	 perfor-
mance	 in	 serving	more	 than	 72,000	 patrons	who	 visit	
the	 commissary	 each	month,	 as	well	 as	 supporting	 the	
NAS	 Jax	Multi-Cultural	 Fair	 and	 the	 recent	 Individual	
Augmentee	Luncheon.	

A big thank you!



JAX AIR NEWS, NAS JACKSONVILLE, Thursday, September 25, 2008    11

.

�����������
���������

�����������������������������

���������������������������
�����������������������������

����������������������������������

�������������������������

������ ������������������������
����������������������������������������

By	Lt.	Allen	Langston
HS-5	PAO

Cmdr. William McConvey 
r e l i e v e d  C m d r .  R o y 
Undersander as command-

er of the HS-5 “Nightdippers” 
Sept. 19 at a ceremony in the 
foc’sle on board USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower.  Capt. Calvin Craig, 
commander, Carrier Air Wing 7 
was the guest speaker.

McConvey, a native of Buffalo, 
N.Y., is a 1991 graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy. 
He entered flight training in 1992 
and was designated a naval avia-
tor in 1993.

Following fleet replacement 
pilot training HS-1, McConvey 
was assigned to HS-11 in 1994. 
He completed a Mediterranean 
deployment  on board USS 
America (CV 66) where he served 
as legal officer, public affairs offi-
cer, avionics/armament division 
officer and quality assurance offi-

cer.
In 1997, McConvey reported to 

the Naval Postgraduate School 
(NPS) as a participant in the NPS 
- U.S. Naval Test Pilot School 
(USNTPS) cooperative program.

Upon graduating from USNTPS 
with a master’s degree in aero-
nautical engineering, he reported 

to the Naval Rotary Wing Aircraft 
Test Squadron in Patuxent River, 
Md.

Serving as the lead project offi-
cer for developmental test and 
evaluation of the multi-mission 
MH-60S Knighthawk, he led both 
technical evaluation and instru-
ment meteorological conditions 

certification testing.
In 2002, McConvey reported 

to HS-7, serving as head of the 
administrative, operations and 
maintenance departments. He 
deployed on board USS Harry S. 
Truman (CVN 75) in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

For his next assignment, 
McConvey reported to Air Test 
and Evaluation Squadron One 
(VX-1), where he served as the 
lead operational test director for 
the comprehensive operational 
test and evaluation of the MH-
60R Seahawk.

In 2006, he transferred to the 
Multi-Mission Helicopter Program 
Office, where, as co-lead of the 
MH-60S Armed Helo Integrated 
Product Team, he led the opera-
tional test readiness review, clear-
ing all program requirements for 
entry into operational evaluation.

McConvey has accumulated 
over 3,000 flight hours in a vari-
ety of aircraft.  He resides in 

Orange Park with his wife and 
their three sons.

Undersander, a native of Saint 
Cloud, Minn., became a naval avi-
ator in 1987. He reported to HS-5 
as executive officer in March 2006 
and helped realign the squadron’s 
readiness by creating the stan-
dardization, training, and opera-
tional risk management depart-
ment. This innovation helped 
the Nightdippers win the 2006 
Captain Arnold Jay Isbell Trophy 
for Anti-Submarine Warfare and 
Anti-Surface Warfare excellence. 

In June 2007, Undersander 
assumed  command o f  the 
Nightdippers. Since then, HS-5 
was awarded the Thatch Award 
for their outstanding achievement 
and contributions to naval avia-
tion.

Undersander has accumulat-
ed over 4,400 flight hours. His 
follow-on orders are to the US 
Strategic Command in Omaha, 
Neb.

McConvey relieves Undersander as HS-5 CO

Cmdr.	William	McConvey Cmdr.	Roy	Undersander

HS-5
soaking
Cmdr.	Roy	Undersander	
smiles	as	he	shakes	off	

water	from	the	“wetting	
down”	that	took	place	

after	his	final	flight	with	
the	HS-5	Nightdippers	
on	board	USS	Dwight	

D.	Eisenhower.

Photo	by	Lt.	Gregory	Langston
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■	Caring Companionship
■
	 Monitor Food and Diet
■
	 Light Housekeeping
■
	 Errands & Transportation
■
	 Visit Neighbors & Friends
■
	 Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
■
	 Medication Reminders
■
	 Up to 24-hour Care
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By	Master	Sgt.	
Karen	P.	Figueroa
NCOIC,	Operations	Jax	MEPS

Lt .  C m d r .  J o h n 
Hudson  assumes 
c o m m a n d  o f 

Jacksonv i l l e  Mi l i ta ry 
E n t r a n c e  P r o c e s s i n g 
Station (JMEPS) today, 
r e l i e v i n g  C m d r .  J . R . 
Leskovich in a 10 a.m. cer-
emony at NAS Jax Officers’ 
Club Riverview Pavilion. 

T h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i -
cer will be Col. Barrye L. 
Price, Commander, United 
States Military Entrance 
Process ing  Command, 
Eastern Sector.

Most recently, Hudson 
served as officer-in-charge 
o f  Personnel  Support 
Detachment Jacksonville 
from Feb. to Aug. 2008.

Prior to this, he com-
pleted Army combat skills 
training at Camp Shelby, 
Miss. and deployed to Camp 
Phoenix, Afghanistan as 
the force management offi-
cer for Task Force Phoenix 
in Kabul, Afghanistan from 
Oct. 2006 to Oct. 2007. In 
2005, he reported on board 
USS John F. Kennedy as 
the training officer. 

H u d s o n  e n l i s t e d  i n 
the Navy as a yeoman 
after graduating from 
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L e e 
University. He attend-
ed Navy Supply Corps 
School in Athens, Ga. and 
was selected for assign-
ment to Naval Reactors in 
Washington, DC, serving as 
a logistics and maintenance 
budget officer from Feb. 
1997 to Sept. 2002.

He subsequently report-
ed for duty to USS George 
Washington where  he 
served as the material 
officer. Hudson laterally 
transferred into the human 
resources officer community 
in 2003 and was assigned as 
the officer programs officer 
(OPO) at Navy Recruiting 
District Dallas from Nov. 

2003 to Sept. 2005.  Hudson 
completed his Professional 
in Human Resources certifi-
cation and earned a Human 
Resources Management cer-
tificate through Villanova 
University during his tour.  
He was named OPO of the 
Year for Region Central in 
2005.

Cmdr. Leskovich gradu-
ated from the United States 
Naval Academy in 1993 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in economics. Upon com-
missioning, he attended 
Surface Warfare Officer 
School in Newport, R.I., 
where he completed the 
Navy Division Off icer 
Course  and Advanced 
Engineering Officer of the 
Watch School.

Following graduation, 
he reported to USS Arthur 
W. Radford (DD 968) in 
Norfolk, Va., serving as the 
gunnery and strike officer, 
Leskovich deployed to the 
Mediterranean and Black 
Seas, as well as participat-
ing in maritime interdiction 
operations off Haiti.

Trans ferr ing  to  the 
Tomahawk afloat plan-
ning system, Atlantic in 
1996, Leskovich completed 
Tomahawk mission plan-
ner school and subsequent-
ly qualified as a senior 
Tomahawk mission plan-
ner.

In 1997 he deployed with 

COMCRUDESGRU TWO 
on board USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) to 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
Persian Gulf, where his 
detachment planned over 
60 Tomahawk missions in 
support of 5th and 6th Fleet 
operations.

I n  1 9 9 9 ,  L e s k o v i c h 
earned a master’s degree 
in leadership and human 
resource development from 
the Naval Postgraduate 
School and was assigned as 
the 29th Company Officer 
at  the  United  States 
Naval Academy. Following 
his tour in Annapolis, 
Leskovich reported to the 
Afloat Training Group, 
Middle Pacific, in Pearl 
Harbor as the underway 
operations department head 
and cruise missile qualifica-
tion officer. 

H e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e 
enlisted programs offi-
cer for Navy Recruiting 
District Pittsburgh, Pa.  
Prior to taking command 
of Jacksonville MEPS, 
Leskovich graduated from 
the U.S. Naval War College 
in Newport, R.I. with a 
master’s degree in National 
Security and Strategic 
Studies.

His next assignment is at 
Headquarters US Military 
E n t r a n c e  P r o c e s s i n g 
Command, Eastern Sector, 
Great Lakes, Ill.

Hudson relieves Leskovich at JMEPS

Lt.	Cmdr.	John	Hudson Cmdr.	J.R.	Leskovich
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from his former position. “At that time in 
my life, I really started evaluating what was 
important to me. It was one of those life-
changing events. I had been in Charleston 
for 20 years and loved it there. Our fam-
ily had some deep roots, family and friends 
there. It was very difficult to leave but we 
packed up and moved to Jacksonville,” said 
Hall.

“When I arrived here, I started on the 
back of the truck – right where I was when 
I was just a rookie. It was a time of reflec-
tion for me. I was thinking a lot of the base 
closing in Charleston. One of the worst 
things for a firefighter to see is a fire sta-
tion die. People had to leave and family 
and friends were being separated. It was 
awful and affected us all. A firefighter’s 
roots are deep within a department,” Hall 
said sadly. 

“The healing process for me was to be 
on the back of that truck and it helped me 
reassess my life. Then a promotion came 
up within the department. Since I had 
already been a supervisor, I was eligible 
and was selected as a station chief. From 
there, my career took off. Paul Stewart 
made fire chief and made me his assistant. 
Then when he left, I was acting fire chief 
until I was selected fire chief last year,” he 

continued.
So what are some things that stand out 

in his memory after 33 years as a fire-
fighter?

“The years have gone so fast. I’ve got 
a lot of great memories and some not so 
great. I’ll never forget delivering a baby on 
the pier in Charleston. I would love to find 
that child and see how she is doing. We’ve 
rescued many people and saved quite a 
few lives. One of the proudest moments of 
my life is when I made fire chief here. It 
was one of my career goals and I consider 
NAS Jax the very best place in the Navy to 

work. There are so many good people here 
with good hearts. I’m really going to miss 
them,” Hall reminisced.

“I’m really going to miss the people here. 
Every day, I look out and watch the young 
firefighters here get on the trucks and I 
see them go out with a smile on their face 
knowing they are going out there to help 
someone on this base. They are so happy 
and make me so proud of what they are 
doing. When it comes down to it, they don’t 
preach the brotherhood of man, they are 
actually living it. I hope they never forget 
what we are here for - to serve mankind. 
We have the best crew in the Navy here,” 
said Hall, tearfully.

As for the future, Hall has been selected 
for a position with the fire department at 
Northrup Grumman in St. Augustine. “I’m 
sad to go, but it’s time and I was presented 
an opportunity that I couldn’t pass up,” he 
said.

Although it’s a bittersweet ending to 
a long career, Hall is looking forward to 
spending more time with his wife, Vickie, 
children, Kevin, Kimberly and Whitney 
and his grandchildren, Brandon, Hayden, 
Gage and Collin. “The fire service takes 
a lot of your time. I’ve missed out on a lot 
of things in my families’ lives and I can’t 
give that back to them. God bless my fam-
ily because they’ve put up with so much. 

Everything always seems to happen when 
I’m at work. A firefighter’s spouse has to be 
pretty much independent,” continued Hall.

“I would like to thank God for letting 
me serve my country and my shipmates. 
And I’d like to thank Capt. Scorby, Capt. 
Holmes and Cmdr. Bowler for letting me 
serve here. We are really fortunate to have 
them at the helm.” 

Hall is also quick to praise the Navy fire 
service. “We have a new fleet of fire trucks, 
state-of-the-art training aids and a new 
training building is going up. We have the 
best equipment of any fire department out 
there. The Navy fire service has become 
the premier Department of Defense fire 
service. We buy the very best equipment 
and hire the best people. It far exceeds 
any other fire service out there,” said Hall 
proudly.

“We save more lives and property than 
it costs to sustain our department. It’s 
expensive to maintain our department but 
what we do in return is worth every penny. 
What’s the value of someone’s life?”

So as the firefighters here continue with 
their day-to-day routines, Hall may not be 
here physically, but will be here spiritu-
ally.  “I’ve spent so much time here, I think 
the walls have my spirit so I’ll be watching 
over the firefighters here and praying that 
they stay safe,” he said.

From	Page	1

As the guests enjoyed their lunch, 
NAS Jax Command Master Chief 
CMDCM(SW/SS) Jeff Hudson took 
the podium. 

‘’I’m here today as your guest 
speaker because you won’t find 
anyone else in any command or 
squadron who is more appreciative 
of the family ombudsman than a 
command master chief. We abso-
lutely understand what they do for 
us and it helps make our job a lot 
easier,’’ said Hudson. “Recently, the 
fleet master chiefs all got together 
and came up with six areas they 
believe the senior enlisted leader-
ship needs to concentrate on. They 
identified the sponsorship, indoc-
trination, career development, 
ombudsman, mentorship and rec-
ognition programs as the most 
important aspects of making sure 
we take care of our Sailors.”

“The first ombudsman program 

officially started in the Nordic 
countries when the kings there des-
ignated a person to take complaints 
of the peasants to try to keep them 
happy,” continued Hudson. “Today 
in America, there are several states 
and big businesses that have for-
mal ombudsman programs. So how 
did CNO Adm. Elmo Zumwalt cre-

ate the Navy Family Ombudsman 
program in 1970? He decided 
an ombudsman would be a fam-
ily member, because much of the 
information from command lead-
ership to the Sailors never got to 
their family members. But, he real-
ized they had to have training in 
order to funnel information from 
commanding officers –and so they 
could identify what were and were 
not legitimate concerns.”

“And, since we were doing this 
training, lets also train them to help 
the family members to help them-
selves by pointing them in the right 
direction. And, if we were going to 
go that far, lets train them because 
they are often first responders dur-
ing emergencies. So the ombudsman 
program has come a long way in 38 
years,” Hudson stated.

‘’We’re here to give recognition 
to our ombudsmen who offer their 
support and guidance to keep 

Sailors and their families informed 
of what’s going on at the Fleet and 
Family Support Center (FFSC) and 
the base,’’ explained Wilhelmina 
Nash, FFSC education training 
facilitator and ombudsman coordi-
nator and trainer.

‘’They are a vital link between 
the command and families. In 
time of war, they keep the mili-
tary spouse informed of the status 
of the squadrons and arrange for 
teleconferences. They offer a lot of 
support and refer Navy families to 
various support agencies for assis-
tance, ensuring that the families 
feel connected and that their needs 
are being met,’’ she continued.

Each ombudsman in attendance 
was presented with a letter of 
appreciation from Scorby, along 
with a special gift bag courtesy of 
the USO, Navy Exchange and Navy 
Wives Club No. 86.

Nash reminded the audience that 

today’s Navy Family Ombudsman 
program is a vital program that 
commanding officers around the 
world have come to value as an 
important part of their organiza-
tions.

The Navy ombudsman keeps 
the line of communication open 
between commanding officers and 
command master chiefs who must 
deal with the challenges that mil-
itary family members experience 
while separated. The ombudsman is 
instrumental in squelching rumors 
with accurate and timely informa-
tion, and keeps families informed of 
squadron movements, so forward-
deployed crews can meet their com-
mitments knowing that their family 
members are safe and secure. Navy 
Family Ombudsman Appreciation 
Day is celebrated Sept. 14 around 
the world to recognize the thou-
sands of ombudsmen who help 
those military families in need.

CHIEF RANDY: ‘When I arrived here, I started on the back of the truck’

Photo	by	Clark	Pierce
Firefighter	 Mark	 Kennedy	 and	 Fire	 Chief	
Randy	Hall	 inspect	 the	 P-19	Oshkosh	 crash	
truck	 at	 Outlying	 Field	 Whitehouse	 in	
2008.	Hall	 said	 it	 is	 a	 self-contained	 vehicle	
designed	to	suppress	fuel	fires	with	water	and	
foam.	

OMBUDSMEN: First Navy program began by Adm. Zumwalt in 1970

Photo	by	Kaylee	LaRocque
Ella	George	of	the	Navy	Wives	Club	
No.	 86	 presents	 a	 gift	 bag	 to	HS-
3	 Ombudsman	 Freddy	 Cole	 dur-
ing	 the	annual	event	held	 to	honor	
ombudsmen	 from	NAS	 Jacksonville	
and	tenant	commands.
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By	AEC	Raymond	Derrick
Public	Affairs	Officer

Center for Naval Aviation 
Technical  Training Unit 
( C N A T T U )  J a c k s o n v i l l e 

pinned six new chief petty officers in 
a Sept. 16 ceremony.

This was the final event in a six-
week induction season that transi-
tioned them from E-6, to selectee, to 
chief petty officer.

For these freshly pinned chief petty 
officers, the ceremony marked a cul-

mination of years of hard work, dedi-
cation to service, and much mentoring 
by genuine chiefs who guided these 
Sailors through the induction process.

The official anchor pinning ceremo-
ny is a time-honored tradition that 
marks the final transition from tech-
nical expert to a leader, mentor, tech-
nical advisor and more.

When these Sailors return to work 
wearing khakis and anchors, they are 
expected to be leaders and mentors to 
their junior Sailors.

“Everyone at CNATTU is very 

proud of these Sailors selected to 
become chief petty officers and wish 
them well as they begin a new chapter 
in their careers,” said Master Chief 
Petty Officer Pat Dronkers.

CNATTU Jacksonville’s new chief 
petty officers entering the mess 
are AMC(AW) Timothy N. Austin, 
ADC(AW) Albert D. Felizmena, 
ATC(AW) Forrest Davis, ASC(AW/
SW) Mathew N. Gayle, ADC(AW) 
Therdy N. Baguilod, and AEC(AW) 
Miguel A. Jimenez.

From	MWR

Ch a l l e n g e :  C o m m a n d s , 
squadrons and departments 
are encouraged to “Beat the 

Holidaze with MWR” program to win 
money for their MWR funds. 

Contest:  Design a super-size holi-
day card using plywood provided by 
MWR. Each contestant is responsible 
for providing their own decorating 
supplies for the card – only one card 
may be entered per command.

Prizes: First $500, second $300 and 
third $200 toward their MWR Funds.

Important dates 
Oct. 6 – pick-up plywood at the Auto 

Skills Center, Building 622.
Nov. 10 – cards must be turned in 

to Auto Skills Center to be eligible for 
judging.

Dec. 4 – judges select top-three 
cards.

Dec. 5 – winners announced at the 
2008 Christmas Tree Lighting.

Entry Information 
Each command, squadron or depart-

ment may enter only one card.
Individuals cannot enter the con-

test.
Command, department or squadron 

must provide completed registration 
form for card.

MWR provides plywood sheet for 
each card and will display all cards. 

Command responsible for all work 
on the card and costs incurred in dec-

orating.
Plywood sheet cannot be cut.
No electricity is allowed.
Scenes will be judged on originality, 

creativity and presentation.
MWR reserves the right to refuse 

any cards that are in bad taste and do 
not demonstrate a wholesome holiday 
theme.

MWR is responsible for putting up 
all card displays in designated area.

From	NAS	Jax	MCAC

NA S  J a x  M u l t i c u l t u r a l 
A w a r e n e s s  C o m m i t t e e 
(MCAC) presents its annu-

al Hispanic Heritage Luncheon at 

11 a.m. Oct. 9 at NAS Jax Officers’ 
Club.

Tickets are now on sale for $12 by 
contacting your command’s MCAC 
representative; or Sharon Teal at 542-
6750; or IT2 Sherri Hill at 542-3954.

No tickets will be sold at the door. 
Individuals who require ASL inter-
preting services should contact 
Yvonne Burleson at 542-2284 or at 
Yvonne.burleson@navy.mil.

NAS Jax holiday card contest coming
HOLIDAY	CARD	CONTEST	ENTRY

Command/Squadron_______________________Phone:___________________

Point	of	Contact	Name______________________________________________

Submit	this	entry	form	to	MWR	Holiday	Card	Contest	via	Guard	mail-Box	14	
or	fax	to:	542.3424.		Call	778-9772	for	additional	information.

For	official	use	only:		Time_________Date__________	Initials__________

CNATTU Jacksonville pins new chiefs

Get tickets now! Hispanic Heritage ticket deadline is Oct. 2

A	group	of	45	new	chief	petty	
officers	(CPOs)	from	NAS	Jax	
make	 their	 way	 down	 the	
aisle	at	 the	base	 theater	dur-
ing	the	ceremony	Sept.	16.	

New chiefs pinned

Photos	by	Kaylee	LaRocque
The	new	chief	petty	officers	 line	 the	aisle	of	 the	base	 the-
ater	 shortly	 before	 being	 officially	 pinned	during	 the	 cer-
emony.

ETC	Steven	Cox	of	
NAS	Jacksonville	is	
pinned	by	his	wife,	
Sandra,	and	son,	
Nathan.

YNC	Debbie	Stokes	of	Navy	Operational	Support	Command	
(NOSC)	places	a	chief’s	cover	on	CTMC	Brad	Lynn,	also	of	
NOSC,	as	his	family	looks	on.

GSMC	Adrian	Simmons	of	NAS	Jax	is	piped	aboard	as	a	new	
chief	petty	officer	during	the	ceremony.

MAC	Quincy	Williams	of	 the	
NAS	Jax	Security	Department	
is	pinned	by	his	wife,	Shawna,	
as	their	children	look	on.
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Freedom Lanes 
Bowling Center

Call 542-3493 for 
information.

Winter bowling leagues 
now forming

The Zone
Complex

Call 542-3521 for informa-
tion.

Texas Hold’em 
Tournaments

Budweiser Brew House
Every Monday and 
Thursday, 7 p.m.

Open to all authorized 
patrons and guests.

Zone gift certificates award-
ed!

Trivia Night
Budweiser Brew House

Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Karaoke
Budweiser Brew House
Every Wednesday and 

Friday
7:30 p.m. – until close

The “Striking Viking” 
Free Billiards Exhibition 

with Ewa Mataya Laurance
Tonight at 7 p.m.
The Zone Main
Event Room 1

Fitness
& Aquatics

For more information on 
aquatics call 542-2930.

Outdoor Pool 
Open weekends-only 

through September 28
Saturday 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

and Sunday 1 – 5 p.m.
Free for all active duty, 

dependents, DOD employ-
ees, retirees & reservists.
$3 for all civilian contrac-

tors & guests.

Aqua Aerobics
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. – noon

I.T.T. Events
For more information about 
I.T.T. trips or ticket prices 

please call 542-3318.

Entertainment Books now 
available – over $18,000 in 

savings for only $20.

Jacksonville Jaguars 
Tickets On Sale Now 

Regular season tickets $42 
- $59 for 400-level, 200-

level & section 147

AMC Gold Experience 
movie theater tickets now 

on sale. 
No restrictions – use for 

any show, any time!  Only 
$8.

Halloween Horror Nights: 
Bloody Mary

Universal Studios Orlando
Tickets from $35.75 - $72

Miami Heat vs. Orlando 
Magic

Pre-season game Oct. 18 
at 7 p.m.

Club level, row E and 
above - $65 

Sugarland “Love On The 
Inside” Tour

With special guest, Kellie 
Pickler

Jacksonville Arena
Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m. - $66

Trans-Siberian Orchestra
Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m.

“End Stage” Club Level: 
$68

Daytona 500 tickets now on 
sale

Sunday, Feb. 15
Great American Race - $90

Two-Day SuperStretch 
Tower - $135

Pre-Race Sprint FanZone 
pass - $75

ITT Shuttle - $16

FCCJ Broadway Series 
Avenue Q, Dec. 13 at 8 p.m. 

- $62
RiverDance, Feb. 14, 2009 

at 2 p.m. - $66.25

Happy Days, Feb. 28 at 8 
p.m. - $61.25 

Fiddler on the Roof, March 
28 at 8 p.m. - $64 

Wicked, April 25 at 2 p.m. 
& 8 p.m. - $85 

Wicked, May 9 at 2 p.m. & 
8 p.m. - $85

Liberty Cove 
Recreation

Trips, activities and costs 
may be restricted to E1-E6 
single or unaccompanied 

active duty members.  Call 
the Liberty Cove Recreation 

Center for more details, 
542-3491.

Jaguars vs. Texans
Sunday

$5 per person

See	MWR	PLANNER,	Page	17
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NAS Jax Air Show
October 25 - 26

From	Staff

Few activities are as exciting or 
exhilarating as watching the Blue 
Angels precision flying team.

Their breath-taking flight demonstration 
exhibits choreographed refinements of the 
skills possessed by all Naval aviators.

The graceful aerobatic maneuvers of the 
four-plane diamond formation, in concert 
with the fast-paced, high-performance 

maneuvers of its two solo pilots, never fails 
to amaze audiences. And don’t miss the 
team of F/A-18 Hornets as they perform 
the renowned, six-plane delta formation. 

Plan your Blue Angels weekend by visit-
ing:  http://airshow.jacksonville.com/ for 
the latest information.

Photo	by	MC3	David	Didier
Two	vintage	propeller-driven	planes	demonstate	dogfighting	techniques	amid	billowing	flames	
at	the	NAS	Jax	Air	Show	in	2006.

Captain’s Cup Fall Bowling League 
meeting tomorrow at noon
Open to NAS Jax active duty, command DOD 
personnel and select reservists. Meet at NAS 
Freedom Lanes, with the bowling league 
commencing right after the meeting. Commands 
having their athletic officer or designated 
representative attend the meeting will receive five 
captain’s cup points. 
Captain’s Cup Singles Tennis 
Tournament Sept. 29 at 5 p.m.
Open to men and women of NAS Jax active duty, 
select reservists, and command DOD. Participants 
will earn participation points for their command 
toward the captain’s cup and can earn additional 
points for finishing first, second or third place. 
Matches will be played at the Guy Ballou Tennis 
Complex. Call NAS Jax Athletics to sign up by 
Sept. 26.
Greybeard Basketball League
meeting Oct. 8 at 11:30 a.m.
Open to NAS Jax active duty, command DOD 
personnel and select reservists age 30 & up. 
Commands having their athletic officer or 
designated representative attend the meeting at 
the base gym will receive five captain’s cup points. 
All interested personnel should attend the meeting 
to discuss rules and fill out required paperwork.
Intramural Basketball League
meeting Oct. 8 at noon
Open to NAS Jax active duty, command DOD 
personnel and select reservists. Commands having 
their athletic officer or designated representative 
attend the meeting at the base gym will receive 
five captain’s cup points. All interested personnel 
should attend to discuss rules and fill out required 
paperwork.
Navy Southeast Regional
Running & Triathlon Team 
Attention competition runners! You can represent 
the Navy in 5K, 10K, marathons and triathlons. 
The Navy will showcase elite active duty men and 
women in regional races. Uniforms are provided as 
well as transportation, entry fees and lodging costs.  
Interested runners must compete in a sanctioned 
(USA Track and Field, USA Triathlon Association, 
or Roadrunners Clubs of America) race and your 
time must be one of top 10 regional qualifying 
times.  For more information, call 270-5451.

Southeast regional qualifying times 
5K  Men 19:00 Women 24:00
10K  Men 34:00 Women 46:00
Marathon Men 3 hours, 30 min.
  Women 4 hours
Triathlon  Men 2 hours, 30 min.

  Women 3 hours
Triathlon times based on 1.5k swim,

10k run, &40k bike
Sports officials &
scorekeepers needed
The North Florida Military Officials Association is 
looking for sports-minded individuals to officiate 
soccer, softball, football and volleyball at NAS Jax.  
Basketball scorekeepers are also needed. No 
experience required, contact the NAS Jax Gym at 
542-2930/3239.

For more information on NAS Jax sport-
ing events, call Bill Bonser at 542-2930/3239 
or email bill.bonser@navy.mil.

STANDINGS

Intramural Summer Golf Standings
As of Sept. 15

Teams Wins Losses
Naval Hospital 7 1
CMO-11 5 2
Air Ops 4 4
CNATTU Gold 4 3
CV-TSC 3 4
VR-58 3 4
Navy Band 2 1
CNATTU Blue 2 4
VP-30 2 6
NCTS 0 7

Flag Football Standings
As of Sept. 19

Teams Wins Losses
VR-58 10 1
VP-5 9 0
Black Tips 9 2
VS-32 8 2
Air Ops 7 4
Naval Hospital 6 5
VP-30/O 6 6
Weapons 5 5
VP-30/AW 4 7
Brig 2 8
VP-30/E 2 9
VP-45 1 8
CBMU202/NAVFAC 1 9
HS-15 0 3

JAX SPORTS

From	Page	16

Last Buck BBQ
Monday at 11:30 a.m.

Free burgers and hot dogs!

OAR Concert
Oct. 4

$15 per person

Jaguars vs. Steelers 
Oct. 5

$5 per person

Movies
Movies are shown at the 

base theater and open to all 
hands. For details 

call 542-3491.

Tomorrow, 7 p.m. – Old 
School (R)

Saturday, 5 p.m. 
– Chronicles Of Narnia:

Prince Caspian (PG)
Saturday, 7 p.m. 

– Forbidden Kingdom (PG-
13)

Friday, Oct. 3, 7 p.m. – 
Don’t Mess with the Zohan 

(PG-13)
Saturday, Oct. 4, 5 p.m. 

– Kit Kittredge:  An 
American Girl (G)

Saturday, Oct. 4, 7 p.m. 
– Sex and the City (R)
Friday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m. 

– The Love Guru (PG-13)
Saturday, Oct. 11, 5 p.m. 

– Space Chimps (G)
Saturday, Oct. 11, 7 p.m. 

– Meet Dave (PG)
Friday, Oct. 17, 7 p.m. 

– The Strangers (R)
Saturday, Oct. 18, 5 p.m. 

– Lord of the Rings: Return 
of the King, Part 1 (PG-13)
Saturday, Oct. 18, imme-
diately following Part 1 

– Lord of the Rings: Return 
of the King, Part 2 PG-13)
Friday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m. – 

Texas Chainsaw Massacre:  
The Beginning (R)

Saturday, Oct. 25, 5 
p.m. – Nightmare Before 

Christmas (PG-13)
Saturday, Oct. 25, 7 p.m. 

– Exorcist:  The Beginning 
(R)

Friday, Oct. 31, 7 p.m. 
– Halloween 2007 (R)

NAS Jax
Golf Club

Golf course info: 542-3249 
Mulligans info: 542-2936.

Military Appreciation Days 
at NAS Jax Golf Club

New rates!  $15 per person, 
includes cart and 

18-holes green fee.
Oct. 21 for active duty.

Today and Oct. 23 for retir-
ees and DOD personnel.

2008 NAS Jax Air Show 
Golf Tournament
Oct. 22 at 9 a.m.
$75 per person

Includes range balls, golf, 
souvenir shirt, one compli-

mentary round of golf, prize 
purse, on course prizes and 

lunch following play.

O’Club & T-Bar
For information on booking 
command or private func-
tions at the O’Club or T-

Bar, call the Officers’ Club 
main office, 542-3041. 

T-Bar Social Hours
Monday – Friday, 3:30–

10:30 p.m.
Reserve Drill Weekends, 

3:30–10:30 p.m.

Mulberry
Cove Marina

Call 542-3260.

Youth Activities 
Center

For more information, call 
778-9772.

Before and After School 
Registration

Going on Now!
Ages 5K - 12

Registration packets avail-
able at Youth Center

Creative Movement Dance 
Class

Advanced learning through 
creative movement

Sign-up now at the Youth 
Activities Center

Ages 3 - 10

MWR PLANNER (contd.)
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