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on $10,000 that was promised by the
Suwannee Valley Community Foun-
dation.

As for the pavilion, Lambert said
most of the brickwork has been com-
pleted, but it is not finalized yet.

“They will do a final cleaning and
sealing on that once all the steelwork
is done,” he explained.

Clyde’s Welding, Lambert added, is
trying to finish up a couple of major
projects in order to make room inside
their complex to work on the pavilion
structure.

“As soon as they get those complet-

ed, they will start on our steel work,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Lambert said he had
consulted with Duke Energy about
plans to run a separate, standalone
electrical line and service dedicated
for use at the pavilion, in order to han-
dle future use. The line would run un-
derground and connect to a meter on
the side of the pavilion that will be
aesthetically disguised, so as not to de-
tract from the beauty of the structure.

“They gave me an invoice for
$2,633.57,” said Lambert. “They have
to run it from across the road. We had
the money for that, but I also talked to
them and asked if they could do it on

Vet park pavilion construction underway
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executive director of the Florida
Department of Economic Oppor-
tunity (DEO). Panuccio highlight-
ed his department’s new Com-
petitive Florida Partnership
(CFP) program, now in its second
year, and introduced the pro-
gram’s designer, Community De-
velopment Director Bill
Killingsworth, as well as Program
Manager Julie Dennis, Bureau
Chief for Community Economic
Development Sherri Martin, and
program staff John Reddick and
Valerie Jenkins.

Panuccio recognized Miller as a
resourceful, hard-working mayor
who has exceeded expectations as
a partner in the CFP, and one
who has set a high standard for
her colleagues to emulate.

Miller’s remarks focused on
milestones achieved during Year

1 of the CFP and the town’s cur-
rent infrastructure projects that
include Phase 1 of the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) sanitary sewer project.
The project’s objective is to curtail
inflow and infiltration, thereby
reducing sewer expenses for
town residents.

Miller also spoke about the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) small cities grant
for construction of a new fire sta-
tion in White Springs. Both infra-
structure projects are being made
possible by matching funds pro-
vided by the Hamilton County
Development Authority.  

Miller noted that the Office of
Park Planning provided long-
term leases to White Springs for
the Nature and Heritage Tourism
Center, the historic Delegal Ser-
vice Station, and two acres of un-
developed land immediately

White Springs mayor briefs Gov.
Scott/Cabinet on economic development
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T-shirts and raffle tickets.
Aside from all the vintage tractors - and there were

lots of them! - show participants were more than ea-
ger to explain the how’s, why’s and when’s of their
antique pumps, motors, farming equipment and...
you name it! Young and old alike enjoyed learning
about rural American history as they toured the park
grounds. 

One show participant, Herb Zobel from Wellborn’s
Cozy Acres, is 85 years old and he said he grew up on
a farm in upstate New York utilizing a lot of the an-
tique tools and equipment he had on display.

“I’d say the majority of it is 95-100 years old,” he
said, as he pointed out all the tools inside his trailer.

Zobel lost his wife Betty about six months ago, he
said, and he proudly showed off a cross stitch piece
she made of antique farm tractors, which was framed
and hanging on the side of the trailer.

Zobel has been a participant in the event for many
years and this year he had a new demonstration to
show off; an old rocker washing machine from the
1800s (see related video online).

Zobel said his son Rick Zobel will be taking over his
job soon to carry on the tradition of displaying all of
his antiques.

“At 85, I’m about done with it,” said Zobel.
Another of his displays was old time chamber pots.

Zobel explained that years ago, before indoor plumb-
ing, folks used to keep the chamber pots hidden un-
derneath their beds for those times when it was just
too cold to go outside to the outhouse. The lid on top
of one large chamber pot challenged onlookers to lift
the lid to see what was inside. You can probably guess
without being told what was in there, even though it
was fake. 

Zobel offered a funny tale about the chamber pot
from when he and his brother were youngsters. It was
a little unmentionable, but funny, nonetheless. He
also related how when he was a young kid, up until
he was a teenager, he used to have to take his baths
out of a big, metal washtub... again, before indoor
plumbing became fashionable.

Inside the auditorium there were several vendors
set up with coin displays, vintage toys, John Deere
memorabilia and antique train sets. 

Over at the Craft Square there were a lot of interest-
ing displays and demonstrations, including one on
bowed psalteries, which is a small, stringed harp-like
instrument. Demonstrator Jon Williams from High
Springs has been a regular at the Craft Square for
about 18 years, he said. All of the psalteries are hand-
made out of high figured quilted maple on an East In-
dian rosewood soundboard, and they are beautiful, as
well as producing a melodic sound (see related video
online).

“They don’t have them at Wal-Mart and they’re
very calming and relaxing to play,” said Williams.

He plays the instruments at local hospices, nursing
homes, churches and even weddings.

“I enjoy myself,” said Williams. “I meet nice people
and folks get inspired. When you find something you
like doing, they say you never work a day in your
life,” he philosophically added.

On the front porch of Cousin Thelma Boltin’s Gift
Shop, Betty Breck, along with another park volunteer.
welcomed guests with a musical treat of violin and
guitar duets of old southern favorites (see related
video online).

Francenia Lumpkin and Eleanor Lumpkin Bradley
from Sweet Home Baptist Church were busy in the
kitchen of Nelly Bly’s preparing a feast of food as a
fundraiser for the Black Bay Community Center that
included entrees of beef stew with rice on Thursday,
fried fish on Friday and barbecued chicken and ribs
on Saturday.

All in all, it was another fabulous and successful
year for the Antique Tractor and Engine Show in
White Springs.

There are more photos online and  photos are 
available for purchase. Go to  

photos.suwanneedemocrat.com.
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talk about the project's next steps.  Meeting details
are:

When: Wednesday, April 22, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon
Where: 218 Parshley Street SW, Live Oak

Lunch will be provided immediately after the

meeting.
Participants from the first meeting are encouraged

to share this notice with relevant members of their
economic development communities.  Those wish-
ing to attend are asked to RSVP in order to have an
accurate head count for lunch. For more information
or to ask questions, call White Springs Town Man-
ager Bill Lawrence at 386-397-2310.

Mid-term meeting on I-75/CR 136 
interchange set for Apr. 22 in Live Oak
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Two wooden benches now adorn the plaza area.

White Springs Mayor Helen Miller with Governor Rick Scott. 
- Courtesy photo

a pro bono basis, but they said they
couldn’t do it that way.”

Instead, Lambert said, he will be
submitting a grant request to them for
several thousand dollars that would
cover the costs of the dedicated line
and then some.

“In the end, we’ll be compensated
above what the cost of it will be,” he
said.

Baynard Ward from Suwannee Val-
ley Electric was in the audience and he
said they had a similar situation in
Live Oak and were able to put a dis-
connect in and avoid having a large,
unsightly meter in the way. Ward said
SVEC would be willing to donate a
pole to the park and even set it in the
ground. Then the county could have
an electrician do the rest of the
hookup.

“That works,” said Lambert, with a
huge smile on his face. “Thank you,”
he said to Ward.

Lambert said he is hopeful that
Clyde’s Welding can begin the steel
work by April 15.

As Lambert was leaving the podi-
um, County Coordinator Louie Good-
in interjected that Lambert was retir-
ing “again”, effective April 28.

“I want to personally thank him, for
the short time I have worked with him,
for all the work he has done,” said

Goodin. “It has been a pleasure to
work with him.”

Chairman Josh Smith jokingly asked
if the board could deny Lambert’s re-
quest to retire, to which Lambert re-
sponded, “Well, you could keep pay-
ing me...”

Lambert said it has been a pleasure
working with the board and for the
county veterans office, but he had
some personal things to take care of,
and so, his decision to retire.

Employment ads have run in the
Jasper News and several applications
have been received.

Lambert said, “There is nobody
Goodin has interviewed so far that
couldn’t not just roll right into [the po-
sition of VSO]. That’s a good feeling.”

Lambert said he plans to stay in-
volved with the Veterans Memorial
Park Committee to see things
through, although, he added, all of
the big stuff has been taken care of al-
ready.

Smith thanked Lambert for all his
hard work as VSO and for making
Veterans Memorial Park a reality.

“I appreciate the board,” Lambert
replied. “Once we got the tree situa-
tion out of the way, things started
moving along pretty good,” he
added, laughing, which drew laugh-
ter from board members, as well. 

across from the south entrance to
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Cen-
ter State Park. The Florida De-
partment of Transportation
(FDOT), Miller added, is at the 60
percent planning stage for instal-
lation of historic signage and
lighting to enhance the town’s
aesthetics. 

A direct result of the CFP asset-
mapping was the conveyance of
180 + acres adjacent to the Suwan-
nee River for construction of eco-
friendly accommodations in
White Springs by the Suwannee
River Water Management District
(SRWMD). A major obstacle to
growth of the town’s eco-tourism
business, Miller said, is the limit-
ed amount of lodging available in
White Springs. 

“The SRWMD conveyance will
be used to create a public-private
partnership to attract investors
for the eco-friendly lodging de-
velopment,” said Miller.

Miller also spoke about the
multi-jurisdictional partnership
between Suwannee, Columbia
and Hamilton counties, the De-
partment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services Farmers Market
and related agencies, who are
working to address infrastructure
issues at the I-75/CR 136 inter-
change. 

“Recognizing that the inter-
change infrastructure is being
worked, both domestic and inter-
national investors and developers
are taking note,” Miller said. “Po-
tential development of the inter-
change would have a dramatic
impact on job creation in the heart
of North Florida.” 

Miller concluded her briefing
by expressing her appreciation to
Gov. Scott and Panuccio for their
commitment to supporting the
economic growth of rural areas
that have experienced chronic
economic distress, specifically by
offering tangible support through
the new CFP program.

Panuccio reinforced to Gov.
Scott the vast differences between
large urban cities and small rural
towns,” Miller said. “He indicated
that DEO has been working close-
ly with White Springs to identify
and support infrastructure and re-
lated improvements, which are
leading to economic development
and job growth, while maintaining
the integrity of White Springs' na-
ture-based region.”

Tractors, engines on display 


