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keep these items in their patrol cars to give to
hurting/traumatized children they encounter. These gifts
will help ease the children’s pain and fear and, hopeful-
ly, put a smile on their faces. These gifts would typical-
ly be given to children who are: accident/crime victims;
witnesses to a crime of family disturbance; experiencing
a traumatic event; sick or injured; coping with loss. We
know this idea works because this cooperative effort is
modeled after “Project Smile” projects in New England,
Birmingham, Alabama, and other places where it has
been successful and has had a positive impact on chil-
dren. It’s a new idea for White Springs and a welcome
one, brought to us by also new and welcome
friends/visitors/neighbors, Betsy and Paul Crisp, who
know how to get involved and make a difference, in a
positive way!
Everyone has a story to tell, and the University of

Florida Oral History Program travels the state to record
individual and family histories. They will begin inter-
viewing White Springs area residents Saturday, April
11, at the Nature & Heritage Tourism Center. If readers
are interested, please email me your name, email ad-
dress and phone number and I'll forward your informa-
tion to the program director to arrange an appointment.
One of White Springs’ best assets is its volunteers

and, thank goodness, the state of Florida recognizes
this, too. On Saturday, April 18, the director of the Of-
fice of Volunteer & Community Services, Intergenera-
tional & Faith-Based Initiatives, Florida Dept. of Elder
Affairs is coming to present awards to our HOPE fuel
bank volunteers.  This will take place at the White
Springs Community center. The program starts prompt-
ly at 11 a.m. and lasts until about 12 noon. Immediate-
ly afterwards there will be a “Teddy Bear” BBQ lunch.
In the true volunteer spirit, even though Teddy Bear
Marshall is being recognized as one of the original fuel
bank volunteers, he has volunteered to grill the chicken! 
Rhonda Johnson will do her magic decorating the

community center, and Rhonda and Earnestine are also
preparing their special baked beans. Bertha Johnson is
in charge of dessert. It will be a good program with
good food and the only missing ingredient is you!
Come and show the volunteers how much you appreci-
ate them.  
Thanks go out to the White Springs Special events

committee for sponsoring this gathering.
For all you lovers of good music, on Saturday, April

18, at 7:30 p.m. at the Community center, folk musi-
cians Cindy Kallet and Grey Larsen, two of the most
original and exciting contributors to American contem-
porary folk and world music, will bring songs and tunes
full of depth and joy to the stage of the White Springs

This week, I have been
very involved in dodging
and avoiding art. I don’t
mean that the way it
sounds. Read a little fur-
ther. I don’t consider my-
self to be an artist, but I
am an aficionado, an ad-
mirer, a patron and a sup-
porter of the arts. I am
married to an artist, and

Folk Club. Cindy is a superb singer, guitarist, song-
writer and multi-instrumentalist.  
Grey is one of America’s finest players of the Irish

flute and tin whistle, as well as an accomplished singer
and concertina, fiddle, piano and harmonium player. 
As composers, each contributes to the unique tapes-

try of contemporary folk and world music in America
today. Together, they weave their music with colors vi-
brant and subtle, and textures old and new. Come and
enjoy the evening and meet the performers, too. An
artists’ donation of $15 is suggested and reservations
can be made at 386-303-1394. The evening entertain-
ment includes refreshments at intermission.
I love to report the good news and the positive possi-

bilities that are out there for personal and community
growth and I’d love to hear from you. As always, I look
forward to seeing you out and about, enjoying your life
in White Springs.  

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-303-1394

she has broadened my artistic horizons considerably
over the past quarter of a century. When she gets going
on an art project, it quickly consumes large blocks of
time and space. This week we have been hosting Nancy
Gher, a fellow artist and friend from Chicago and, while
its been a delightful visit, things have gotten out of
hand!  
Art is being created everywhere and it can be a very

messy creative process. Silk is here, dye is there, caul-
drons are boiling on the stove with challenging fra-
grances that require considerable, merciful venting.
Containers of God only knows what are scattered every-
where. It has been one big mess! I have had to be care-
ful not to accidentally consume, spill or knock anything
over, thus the “dodging and avoiding art” statement.  
But you know what? It’s all good! What makes it good

is the finished work, which is wonderful and beautiful,
and seems even more so to me since I was somewhat fa-
miliar with what it took to turn the mass of messy in-
gredients into something to be admired and treasured.
It’s often said that art reflects life. It’s true. What I wit-
nessed this week reminded me of what a messy process
it sometimes is when we try to create something new
and wonderful in our own lives. It’s often messy and
confusing to the casual observer, but if we have the
proper vision and follow-through, the end result can be
a positive thing for everyone.
In our community we often mix up a diverse group of

folks to create new ideas for White Springs and now and
then new people with fresh perspectives get added to the
batch with good results. One of those good results is
“Project Smile”, a collaboration between occasional
White Springs residents Betsy and Paul Crisp and the
White Springs Police Department. Betsy and Paul de-
cided to start a “Project Smile” here because, even
though they live elsewhere most of the time, they want-
ed to make a difference in White Springs and particular-
ly to its population of young children, 30 percent of
whom live in poverty. Project Smile’s goal is to bridge
the gap that sometimes exists between children and po-
lice officers. Police officers will carry a few extra
“friends” such as stuffed animals, small toys, children’s
reading books/coloring books and crayons. They will
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OBITUARY
Jamie Lamar Combass

May 7, 1973
March 28, 2015

J
amie Lamar Com-
bass, age 41, of
Palm Coast, Fla.,

and former Hamilton
County resident, passed
away at his home in Palm
Coast on Saturday, March
28, 2015. Jamie was born
in Tallahassee, Fla. on
May 7, 1973 to Lamar and
Kathy Bryant Combass.
Jamie attended Hamilton
County High School back
in the day and was an avid
Dale Jr. Nascar racing fan.
Jamie worked in the con-
struction industry most of
his life.
Survivors include his

mother, Kathy Bryant De-

Marco, Palm Coast, Fla.;
his father, Lamar Combass
(Linda), Jasper, Fla.; three
sons, Devon Combass,
Landon Combass and La-
then Combass; one broth-
er, Berry Roberson, Jasper,
Fla.; one sister, Shellie
Combass, Jasper, Fla.; ma-
ternal grandparents, Allen
P. and Inez Bryant, White
Springs, Fla.; paternal
grandmother, Norma Jean
Combass, Dowling Park,
Fla.
He was preceded in

death by his paternal
grandfather, J.L. Combass.
Private memorial ser-

vices will be held at a later
date.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of im-
mediate arrangements.

Folk musicians Cindy Kallet and Grey
Larsen, two of the most original and ex-
citing contributors to American contem-
porary folk and world music, will bring
songs and tunes full of depth and joy to
the stage of the White Springs Folk Club
on Saturday, April 18.
Kallett is a superb singer, guitarist,

songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist. Larsen is one of Ameri-
ca’s finest players of the Irish flute and tin
whistle, as well as an accomplished singer
and concertina, fiddle, piano and harmo-
nium player. As composers, each con-
tributes to the unique tapestry of contem-
porary folk and world music in America
today. Together they weave their music
with colors vibrant and subtle, and tex-
tures old and new.
The duo's repertoire includes Kallett’s

sparkling original songs, distinctive set-
tings of traditional Irish music, Scandina-
vian fiddle duets, old-time fiddle and gui-

tar tunes and new music that Kallett and
Larsen are inventing together. There is
plenty of variety and breadth of musical
territory here, all deeply rooted in folk
traditions and interwoven with the renais-
sance and baroque counterpoint in which
both Kallett and Larsen, coincidentally,
were immersed while growing up. 
For more on Kallett and Larsen, please

visit www.kalletlarsen.com where you
may listen to their music for free and view
videos of their performances. 
Get out of the house and hear world

class music with Kallet and Larsen at the
White Springs Folk Club!
(Includes awesome refreshments at in-

termission)
Reservations are strongly suggested! 
Please RSVP to mckenziew@wind-

stream.net for reservations and directions.
The Telford Hotel is closed, so remem-

ber, we are having this performance at the
White Springs Community Center.

The White Springs Folk Club

Saturday, April 18, 7:30 p.m.
White Springs Community Center
12760 US 41 (Roberts Street) White Springs

Cindy Kallet and Grey Larsen, an
exceptional evening of extraordinary talent


