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Vet park receiVes $15k from potashcorp, page 16a

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The latest on the pro-
posed new consolidated el-
ementary school for
Hamilton County was pre-
sented by Superintendent
Thomas Moffses at the July
14 and July 28 meetings of
the Hamilton County
School Board.

July 28 meeting
“We did receive notifica-

tion from the State of Flori-
da Special Facilities Team,”
said Moffses on July 28.
“They were on site last
week and did a review of
our facilities. They were in
agreement that Hamilton
County does meet the need
for new construction. We

New school talks advance

An aerial view of the mock up proposed new elementary school in Jasper (top) beside the existing high
school. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Florida Department of
Revenue has announced the 2014
Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday
is Aug. 1-3.
The holiday begins at 12:01

a.m. on Friday, Aug. 1, and ends
at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 3.
What’s new about the 2014

Sales Tax Holiday? The sales tax
exemption for clothing items is
increased to $100 or less per item,
up from $75 or less per item in
2013. The sales tax exemption for
personal computers and certain
computer-related accessories will
be on the first $750 of the sales
price rather than $750 or less per
item in 2013.
For more information, log on to

http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/.

Sales tax
holiday
starts
tomorrow

School millage rate,
budget approved

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County School
Board, in accordance with the
TRIM (Truth in Millage) timeline,
approved the millage rate and
the budget for the 2014-15 school
year at a meeting of the board on
Monday, July 28.
The board, upon Superinten-

dent Thomas Moffses’ recom-
mendation, approved a millage
rate of 7.390 for fiscal year 2014-
15. Last year’s millage rate was
$7.992. Two public hearings were
held on July 21 and July 28.
Moffses said, “The millage

amounts do not exceed the roll-
back rate.”
The required local effort is

4.892, the discretionary operating
millage is .7480, the local capital
operating millage is 1.500, and
the critical operating needs mill-
age is .25 mils, for a total of 7.390
mils for the 2014-15 school year.
The board also approved the

budget for the year of
$16,575,746.69, which is 0.3 per-
cent more than last year’s operat-
ing expenditures.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

New White Springs Town Manager
William “Bill” Lawrence, whose first
day on the job was Monday, July 21,
was officially sworn in by Hamilton
County Judge Sonny Scaff on Friday,
July 25, at White Springs Town Hall. 
Town officials had planned a recep-

tion for Lawrence at the Nature and
Tourism Center last Friday at 4 p.m.,

but plans changed at the last minute
when it was discovered that the air
conditioning unit was on the fritz, so
the event was rushed over to town
hall.
White Springs Vice Mayor Walter

McKenzie addressed a large crowd of
local residents and county officials
who had gathered inside town hall
and asked them to welcome
Lawrence and his wife Kathy to their
town. 

“We’re running a few minutes late
because the first thing Bill messed up
on was that he let the air conditioner
break,” McKenzie said, laughing,
which immediately broke the ice and
induced laughter from the audience.
Mayor Helen Miller then called to

order a special meeting to begin the
swearing in of their new town man-
ager. Hamilton County Judge Sonny

White Springs town manager sworn in
Bill and Kathy Lawrence pose for a photo with town officials and staff. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

SEE WHITE SPRINGS, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

This Saturday, Aug. 2,
there will be lots going
on at Buddy Parker Park
on S.W. Martin Luther
King Dr. in Jasper, com-
pliments of the CMJ
Foundation. The Foun-
dation was formed to
honor Corey Maurice
Jackson who was killed
in a car accident six years

Jasper is
“Taking
it to the
Streets”
Back to school
bash and more
set for Saturday

SEE JASPER, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Jasper Fire Chief
Bill Trinder has an-
nounced his retire-
ment, effective
Aug. 1, according
to Jasper City Man-
ager Charles
Williams. Trinder
was recognized for
his service on
Monday, July 14, at
the regularly
scheduled Jasper
City Council meet-
ing. 
“Chief Trinder

served with dis-
tinction for 20
years with the City
of Jasper and will
be missed by all,”
said Williams.
“The search for a
new chief is ongo-
ing and we hope to
fill the position be-
fore Chief Trinder
retires.” 

Jasper fire chief retires 

Jasper Mayor Ann Lessman presents Chief Trinder his 20-year service
award plaque. -Courtesy photos:
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 Thank You Thank You Thank You
 Jennings High School Reunion Jennings High School Reunion Jennings High School Reunion Classes 1960-1965 Classes 1960-1965 Classes 1960-1965

     The invitation to your recent reunion was greatly 
 appreciated. Seeing and visiting with you was a real treat. 
 Your decision to honor me as you did was a very humbling 
 experience. I do not feel worthy of such recognition. 

     I have many fond memories of my years of teaching 
 vocational agriculture at Jennings High School. Hopefully 
 the contribution you made to the Future Farmers 
 Foundation on my behalf will foster and promote the FFA in 
 some beneficial way.

     If my years of service to the Hamilton County School 
 System have been beneficial or contributed to the success 
 of any of you, I am thankful. With best wishes, and may 
 God bless each of you. 

 Sincerely, 

 J.W. Devane
 J.W. Devane

 878947˙

will present to the board
of education on Aug. 15
our proposal, at which
time they’ll be ranked.”

Moffses said he re-
ceived a couple submis-
sions for the architectur-
al bid and he recom-
mended to the board
that Clemons Ruther-
ford & Associates (CRA)
be chosen as the archi-

tect on the Hamilton
County Elementary
School project. The
board unanimously vot-
ed to accept the recom-
mendation.

“We are just pleased
that you would consider
us to help you with
this,” said Billy Ruther-
ford, who was in the au-
dience. “It is a Special
Facility Trust Fund ef-
fort. Out of the 26 built

New elementary school update
Continued From Page 1A

ago. The Jackson Family
has been on a mission to
help other youth ever
since, with events such

as the Back to School
Bash, as well as award-
ing scholarships to local
students. This year’s
back to school bash is
dubbed “Taking it to the

Jasper is “Taking it to the Streets”
Continued From Page 1A

Scaff performed the cer-
emony as Lawrence’s
wife held the Bible, upon
which Lawrence recited
his duties to the town.

“It’s a pleasure to have
been chosen,” said
Lawrence, who immedi-
ately got choked up with
emotion and was at a
temporary loss for
words.

“We know that you
are going to fit right in,
because we are an emo-
tional group,” said
Miller, as everyone
laughed along with
Lawrence until he re-
gained his composure.

“I didn’t think I’d get
all emotional, but the
swearing in and being
here in front of you, it
means a lot to me,” said
Lawrence. “To come
1,200 miles to a new lo-
cation where I really
didn’t know any-

body...our police chief,
Tracy Rodriquenz, was
the first person I met. I
said to her, “I don’t
know why I’m here.””

Lawrence, who has 33
years of law enforce-
ment experience him-
self, said within minutes
Rodriquenz made him
feel at home and took
away all his concerns.
He said he had spoken
to the mayor on the
phone a couple of times
and really liked her a lot.
He also said the town’s
website doesn’t do them
justice, because when he
pulled into White
Springs. all he could say
was “Wow!”

After spending just a
few days in White
Springs, Lawrence said
he and his wife feel it is
the place where they
should be. He said he
wasn’t expecting such a
large turnout for his re-
ception and he thanked

everyone for coming
out.

“I’m looking forward
to working with the
council and working
with the mayor to en-
sure the best quality of
life for everybody who’s
here,” Lawrence said. “I
would like to say one
more thing that I’ve en-
joyed so far is rocking
on the front porch at
night and listening to all
the sounds we are hear-
ing in White Springs.
We are not used to that.
We’re used to hearing
traffic.”

Following the ceremo-
ny and the speeches,
everyone enjoyed some
mouthwatering barbe-
cued chicken and ribs
prepared by town coun-
cilman Willy Jefferson
and his brother Greg
Jefferson, along with a
variety of delicious
sides prepared by mem-
bers of the community.

White Springs town
manager sworn in

Continued From Page 1A

Streets”.
On Saturday, begin-

ning at 10 a.m., there will
be a host of motivational
speakers on tap at the
park, such as Hamilton
County Judge Sonny
Scaff, the city clerk, the
health department,
Jasper Mayor Ann Less-
man, Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office Lieu-
tenant Chip Belote and
special guest speaker
Jackie Johnson, whose
son Kendrick Johnson
died Jan. 11, 2013 at
Lowndes County High
School.

From 12 noon until 2
p.m., free food and
school supplies will be
given out to any youth
who attend the event.
The afternoon will wind
up from 1-2 p.m. with
gospel singing.

For more information,
please call organizer
Candace Johnson at 386-
938-4539.

in the state, we have
built 20 of those special
facility schools, so we
understand the process
and we would love to
work with you.”

July 14 meeting
Moffses explained that

if the facilities project is
approved by the Florida
Department of Educa-
tion (FDOE), the school
district must advertise
for bids within 30 days of

receiving funding. Then,
within 90 days after the
bids have been adver-
tised, construction must
begin, Moffses ex-
plained.  

“We are not permitted
to exceed the funding of
per-student (FTE) alloca-
tion,” said Moffses.
“That will be presented
to us if and when the
project is approved. It
will outline a specific
amount and we are
agreeing not to exceed
that,” he told the board.

The process is at the
point where the school
district has to certify that
they have final phase III
plans available to submit
to FDOE by Aug. 1.

Moffses supplied pre-
liminary architectural
drawings of the pro-
posed new school to the
board, which was pre-
pared by CRA, the archi-
tect of record for the
school district. 

As was voted on by
the board at a previous
meeting, the new ele-
mentary school, if ap-
proved by FDOE, will be
built on land adjacent to
the high school off US
129 in Jasper.

CRA used a drawing
of a school project that is
currently being built in
Walton County that
matches the needs and
size of Hamilton Coun-
ty’s proposed elemen-
tary school and super-
imposed it onto a topo-
graphical overview of
the Jasper site, showing
the appropriate student
station requirements,
Moffses said. The plans
can then be modified by
the architectural firm
who will be overseeing
the project, or the archi-
tect can come up with a

completely different set
of plans, Moffses added.

The way the structure
is laid out in the plans, it
shows that the school
will be totally enclosed.

“All the students are
maintained within the
school structure,” said
Moffses. “There is no
walking around in the
exterior to get from class
to class.”

He explained that in
all the new designs, in-
stead of having central-
ized restrooms, each
classroom is paired, so
for every two classrooms
there are adjoining re-
strooms, so that students
do not have to go out
into the hallways.

The facility will also
have a cafetorium, as the
project does not qualify
for a separate auditori-
um.

“But they do put in a
complete stage structure
in the cafetorium setup,”
Moffses said. “You do
not get a gym in an ele-
mentary school. You do
get a very large play area
that is all enclosed, so
that if there is inclement
weather, the students
will actually have a facil-
ity that they can go into
and maintain their P.E.
(physical education).”

Moffses explained that
Hamilton County Emer-
gency Management has
documented a letter to
the FDOE verifying that
they do not have full-
fledged capabilities for
an emergency shelter in
the county. Because of
that, the new elementary
school will also be con-
structed to be used as a
shelter.

“The state will add
generators and other
things to some of the

buildings, so that in the
event of an emergency
this will also be able to
be used as a shelter,”
Moffses said.

Upon a recommenda-
tion by Moffses, the
board unanimously ap-
proved the special facili-
ty construction account
documents for the pro-
posed new elementary
school.

After the meeting ad-
journed, General Ser-
vices Coordinator Chuck
Lambert went into more
detail about the project,
stating that the design
they are submitting to
the FDOE is not the one
they are going to build.

“That is not the plan
we are going to go by,”
he said, pointing to the
drawing. “That’s the
plan we are submitting
to the FDOE. We’re go-
ing to design our own
school to serve our own
needs.”

Lambert said it would
be the same type of de-
sign, but there will be a
lot more specialized at-
tention and planning.
He also explained that
when the new high
school was built, the ar-
chitectural plans were
from a 20-year old de-
sign.

“No attention was
paid to our needs and re-
quirements and it was a
big waste of a lot of
space,” said Lambert.
“What we’ve got to do is
design something that is
going to last us for the
next 20-40 years.”

Lambert summarized
stating that the plans
were a fair comparison
to the concept they have
in mind and the struc-
ture will fit in the allot-
ted space on the campus.

Trinder’s last day on the job
is today.

“It’s been a good 20 years,”
Trinder said.

Trinder and his wife Gayle
plan on doing some traveling
and camping, as well as tak-
ing care of a couple of grand-
babies, as soon as he heals up
from injuries sustained in a
motorcycle accident last No-
vember. Both Trinder and his
wife were injured in the acci-
dent, which happened during
a Toys for Tots run along the
Woodpecker Route, Trinder
explained. He has gone
through a couple of major
surgeries already, and his
wife had surgery, as well, but
Trinder said he’s ready to
heal up for good and begin
enjoying his retirement.

Fire chief retires 
Continued From Page 1A

Chief Trinder’s wife Gayle pins her husband with his
retired fire chief badge.

White Springs Town Manager Bill Lawrence and his wife Kathy. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

The Suwanee River Water Man-
agement District’s (District) Gov-
erning Board on July 22, voted to re-
duce the Fiscal Year 2014-15 millage
rate for property owners. The Board
approved reducing the millage rate
to 0.4141 from 0.4143 resulting in a
decreased rate that benefits taxpay-
ers.

The District will hold two public

hearings - Sept 9, and Sept 23, 2014
before the budget and millage rate
will be adopted. Both meetings will
begin at 5:05 p.m. at the District
headquarters in Live Oak.  The final
budget and millage rate will be
adopted at the Sept 23, hearing.

The public is encouraged to at-
tend. For more information please
call 386.362.1001 or 800.226.1066.

SRWMD votes to lower tax rate
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can walk, bike or drive to several of our local trea-
sures. The Spring House, where the spring is flowing
now! The Florida Trail, for hiking alongside the
Suwannee River. Big Shoals State Park, for a nice
hike to see the Suwannee roar!  If I prefer to get off
the land and into or onto the water, the Suwannee
and several nearby lakes are right next door.  
Speaking of the outdoors, Keith Knipp of Rooster’s

Outfitters is selling raffle tickets for a shotgun to sup-
port Operation Outdoor Freedom, a hunt for wound-
ed veterans. The raffle is October 22, 2014 and tickets
are $3.00 per ticket or 2 for $5.00.  The shotgun is an
H & R 12 gauge pump.  Also, this Saturday and
every first Saturday of the month is the White
Springs fishing contest.  Get by Roosters and get
signed up. It’s only $10.00 per person fishing and
100% payback for the winners. 
Also this Saturday, a couple of other fun events

and these are free!  The first is Suwannee Hardware’s
monthly Swap Meet. It happens the first Saturday of
each month from 6 A.M. till 3 P.M. and there you are
likely to see most anything for sale or swap includ-
ing animals, plants, produce, tack, tools, yard sale
items, antiques, and arts & crafts.  I always enjoy
browsing the bargains!
The First Saturday Coffee House at Stephen Foster

Park is going to be great this Saturday!  It takes place
at the park auditorium at 7 P.M. and is free of charge.
Del Suggs is the host this month and I have heard
Del perform many times.  I like him but I didn’t
know as much about him as I thought I did.  I did
know about his musical talents. He is a singer/song-
writer and guitarist from the beaches of North Flori-
da. He appears in concert at colleges, universities

Last Friday’s
welcome bar-
beque gather-
ing for our

new town manager’s
swearing in ceremony
had a problem.  The air
conditioning at the visi-
tor’s center broke down
and with less than an
hour to go before the

and festivals across the United States and the
Caribbean. Del performs nearly 100 times each year,
and sings his original songs for over 100,000 people
annually.  Del has appeared at over 500 colleges and
universities across the US.  But there is more….
Here is what I did not know about him until I did

a little digging.  Del Suggs also has a remarkably
multifaceted career as a speaker and educator. He
was voted "Best Campus Speaker" by the school
membership of the Association for the Promotion of
Campus Activities, and Del has presented over 600
keynotes, lectures, and training programs for college
students across the USA. He has been inducted into
the National Campus Entertainment Hall of Fame.
Come to the Coffee House!  You meet some amazing
people there. 
Happy Birthday to Ruth Tennis!  I hope she won’t

mind me sharing that she recently celebrated her
82nd Birthday!  This was an extra special celebration
because Ruth only recently came home from a stay
in the hospital that put her strength and will to the
test.  I’m happy to say that she passed the test, came
home and got back to the business of living and cel-
ebrating the good things and the good people in life
as only she can.  Happy Birthday Ruth!
Once again I’ll remind you that I’m constantly on

the lookout for more good news.  I check my email
often and look forward to hearing from you.  I hope
to see you out and about, pursuing your passion and
enjoying your life in White Springs!  

Walter McKenzie
386-269-0056

lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

start of the event, there was no hope of getting it
fixed in time for the big event.  A flurry of activity
ensued! White Springs personnel and volunteers
quickly got to work and loaded up all the tables,
chairs, flags, food and drinks and hustled over to
Town Hall.  They unloaded their trucks and cars and
set everything back up just in time for the ceremony
to start on time.  I love it when people work togeth-
er to solve problems.  Our new Town Manager, Bill
Lawrence, and his wife Kathy were very impressed.
Mayor Helen Miller introduced Mr. Lawrence to the
crowd and then Judge Sonny Scaff conducted the
swearing in ceremony, in which Mr. Lawrence
placed his hand on a Bible held by his wife Kathy,
and repeated the oath of office.  It was a moment to
remember and Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence really appre-
ciated the warm welcome.  Mr. Lawrence’s sincere
remarks after the introduction and ceremony
showed what a powerful impression the warmth of
the people of White Springs had on him.  I hope that
you will make him and his wife feel welcome.     
I love the great outdoors!  Even now, in the heat of

summer, I try to get out as often as possible because
there is so much to see and do within minutes of
walking out the front door.  In 15 minutes or less I

Obituaries

Tallahassee – Governor Rick Scott
announced one appointment and
three reappointments to the Hamilton
County Memorial Hospital Board.
Cecil Davis, Jasper, is a substitute

teacher. She fills and is appointed for a
term beginning July 24, 2014, and end-
ing Jan. 22, 2015.
Ida Daniels, Jasper, is a coordinator

for Hamilton County Schools. She is

reappointed for a term beginning July
24, 2014, and ending Jan. 22, 2018.
Dr. W. Benjamin Norris, Jasper, is a

self employed dentist. He is reappoint-
ed for a term beginning July 24, 2014,
and ending Jan. 22, 2017.
Amelia Tompkins, White Springs, is

a retired registered nurse. She is reap-
pointed for a term beginning July 24,
2014, and ending Jan. 22, 2018.

Governor Rick Scott appoints four to
Hamilton County Memorial Hospital Board

Martha Gordon 
Caldwell Mitchell

Feb. 7, 1925
July 24, 2014

Martha Gordon
C a l d w e l l
Mitchell, age

89, Fleming Island, Fla.
passed away Thursday,
July 24, 2014 at Haven
Hospice in Orange Park,
Fla. with advanced
Alzheimer’s disease.
Funeral services were

held Monday, July 28,
2014 in the chapel of Har-
ry T. Reid Funeral Home,
Jasper, Fla.
Martha was born on

Feb. 7, 1925 to the late
Ben M. Caldwell and To-
bitha Clardy Caldwell.
She grew up in Jasper
with a rich heritage. Her
grandfather established
the Jasper News and she
apprenticed at the print
machine under her fa-
ther’s direction. She mar-
ried the love of her life
William S. Mitchell, III in
June of 1945 and started a
family. His military ser-
vice in the Navy gave her
opportunity to leave
Jasper briefly but when he
was called away to serve,
she had to depend on her
family to help her care for
three small children.
Shortly upon his discharge
from the Navy they re-
turned and made their
home in Jasper where he
practiced dentistry. She
was a helpmate at home
and at the office often go-
ing in when help was
needed. Some ten years
later they moved to Jack-
sonville where he prac-
ticed endodontics another
30 years. They ventured
back to Jasper in 1990 fol-
lowing retirement but as
her health declined and
the need arose for them to
be closer to their doctors
they returned to live out
her days at Fleming Is-
land, Fla. She was a mem-
ber of Jasper First Presby-
terian Church.
Martha was prede-

ceased by an infant daugh-
ter, Nina St. Clair
Mitchell; her parents; two
brothers, Ben Caldwell
and Stafford Caldwell and
four sisters, Juanita C.
Hughes, Ollie Mae
Perkins, Ann C. Malpas
and Ruth C.  Vann. 

Survivors include her
husband of 69 years, Dr.
William S. Mitchell, III,
Fleming Island, Fla.; three
sons, William S. Mitchell,
IV (Kathy) and Wayne A.
Mitchell (Jerri ) of Jasper,
Fla. and Hiram V.
Mitchell (Randy Bozarth),
of Atlanta, Ga.; one
daughter, Martha Dicker-
son, Fleming Island, Fla.;
one brother, Carlton Cald-
well (Ann), Panama City,
Fla.; one sister, Geraldine
C. Brooke “Jeri”, Palm
Beach Gardens, Fla.; 15
grandchildren, 30 great
grandchildren and 2 great
great-grandchildren. 
Memorial contributions

may be made to Haven
Hospice, 745 Blanding
Blvd, Orange Park, Fla.
32065. 
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, Fla. was in
charge of arrangements.

Todd Edward 
DeCastro

July 12, 2014

Todd Edward De-
Castro, 49, died
Saturday July 12,

2014 at his residence after
a long battle with conges-
tive heart failure and end
stage kidney failure. He
had made White Springs
his home for the past
twenty years after moving
here from Tallahassee,
Fla.; he was a member of
Long Branch Baptist
Church and enjoyed cook-
ing, spending time with
his family, antique cook-
ing items and he loved the
Suwannee River.
He is survived by his

wife of fifteen years Nola
Decastro White Springs,
Fla.; his father and mother
Frank and Rhonda DeCas-
tro Tallahassee, Fla.; three
sons Keenis Lee Price
White Springs, Fla.; Cur-
tis Price (Samantha) Pen-
sacola, Fla.; and Todd
E.(TJ) DeCastro II and his
wife Theresa Monticello,
Fla.; one daughter Bil-
lieJo Synder, Lake City,
Fla.; two sisters Glennis
Morse (Tom); Tonda
Johnson both of Tallahas-
see, Fla.; and his nine pre-
cious grandchildren
whom he adored.
A memorial service will

be conducted at a later
date with family and

friends. Dees-Parrish
Family Funeral Home is
in charge of cremation
arrangements. 458 South
Marion Avenue Lake City,
Fla. 32025.

John S. Hayes
Jan. 15, 1952
July 21, 2014

John S. Hayes, 62,
of Perry, passed
away Monday, July

21, 2014, at Big Bend
Hospice House in Talla-
hassee. John was born
Jan. 15, 1952, in Palatka,
Fla., to John and Eunice
(Thacker) Hayes. 
John was of the Christ-

ian faith and was a mem-
ber of First Baptist
Church of Perry. Mr.
Hayes retired from Duke
Energy, formerly Florida
Power Corporation after
27 years of employment.
John received a liver
transplant in 1998, and re-
tired shortly after. After
John’s retirement, his
greatest joy was studying
God’s Word. He always
had a positive outlook no
matter how much he was
suffering. John had the
ability to bring humor and
joy into any situation.
When his health allowed,
he enjoyed fishing, and
gardening. He loved to
spend time with his chil-
dren as much as possible.
Mr. Hayes was preceded
in death by his father John
Stanford Hayes. 
He is survived by his

wife of 32 years, Mrs.
Barbara Hayes, of Perry,
Fla.; a daughter Tara Lynn
Hayes of Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla.; his son John Daniel
Hayes of Kansas City,
MO; his mother Eunice
M. Peters of Jasper, Fla.;
four sisters, Bobbie Jean
Barry of Atlanta, Ga., Rita
Robinson of Live Oak,
Fla., Gail Sloat of Quincy,
Fla., and Jane Stuessy of
Sheridan, WY; 10 nieces
and nephews also survive
him. 
A celebration of life

service will be held at a
later date. All arrange-
ments are under the care
of Joe P. Burns Funeral
Home. 
You may send condo-

lences to the family at
www.joepburnsfuneral-
homes.com.

Hamilton County Health Care Strategic Planning Committee
They Need to Hear Your Voice!

2014 Hamilton County Health Survey has been launched.
To participate, please contact the Chamber for more information.
386-792-1300 or Johnny Bullard at 386-792-1414 extension 235

Coffeehouse hosted by Del Suggs
Saturday, August 2
White Springs

Craft Rendezvous
Saturday, August 2

Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park
White Springs

Physical Therapy Works
Opens August 4

1150 US Hwy. 41 NW, Suite 3, Jasper
Battle of the Bands

August 16
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

Clothes Closet
Saturday, August 23, 1-5 p.m.
First Methodist Church, Jasper

NFCC-Classes begin for the fall
Monday, August 25

NFCC Associates Degree Nursing Program
Now accepting applications. Deadline Oct. 1

Classes begin Jan., 2015
Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce
Working together for a Better Hamilton County
Website: hamiltoncountycoc.org or on Facebook

Hamilton County August Events

City of Jasper Gas Supervisor Billy
Harvey was recognized for his service
on Friday, July 18, by Jasper City Man-
ager Charles Williams.  
“Mr. Harvey served with distinction

for 35 years with the City of Jasper and
will be difficult to replace,” said
Williams.
Harvey’s last day on the job was

June 30.

City of Jasper gas
supervisor retires

Jasper City Manager Charles Williams presents a 35-year service award plaque
to Gas Supervisor Billy Harvey. - Courtesy photo
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 AGENDA BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street Jasper, Florida MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 5, 2014
 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE BEGINNING  OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED  WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS
 1)   COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*) 2)  CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL   3)  HAMILTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – STATUS REPORT  4)  VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK-STATUS REPORT 5)  NW 23RD BLVD DEED ACCEPTANCE 6)  500-ACRE JENNINGS BLUFF TRACT – DISCUSSION 7)  APPROVE BID SPECIFICATIONS FOR NEW MOTOR GRADERS AND  ROCKLAND SLOPER 8)  HOLIDAY PAY FOR COUNTY EMPLOYEES ON UNPAID LEAVE - DISCUSSION 9)  LEGALITY OF USING COUNTY FUNDS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  ISSUES - DISCUSSION 10)  APPROVE BILLS  11)  CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 12)  ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS
 9:00 A.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 9:10 A.M. – COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORTS 9:15 A.M. – SHIP/CDBG PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT 9:20 A.M. – HENRY LAND – EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACCREDITATION            PROCESS AND CONTINUITY OPERATIONS PLAN; RESOLUTION FOR                      ADOPTION OF 2014 COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT                       PLAN FOR HAMILTON COUNTY

 THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD.  A COMPLETE COPY  OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2014, FROM  THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.
 An Agenda review meeting will be held, beginning at 12:00 noon, on Monday preceding the above Agenda meeting date, and will be held in Room 106, Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 NE First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052.  In the event that Monday meeting date should be on the same date as a County Adopted holiday, then the Agenda review meeting will be on Friday, beginning at 12:00 noon, preceding the ab ove  Agenda meeting date at the same office as aforesaid.
 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject matt er of  their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting the following  Tuesday.
 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, not  having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make a presentat ion,  will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting time. The Board of County Commission ers will  hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been shown on the agenda; however, action  by  the Board on any such matter can only be taken upon determination of an emergency situation.  Any  identifiable group of three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per  topic.
 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides to  appeal  any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record  includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT,  PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT  THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207  NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER  THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857.
 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2014 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA
 August 5, 2014

 1)  MINUTES – APPROVE: 
 A)  July 15, 2014 – Regular Meeting

 2)  SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MONTHLY HYDROLOGICAL 
 CONDITIONS REPORT – JUNE 2014 – FILE.

 3)  APPROVE PAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $395.00 FROM THE TOURIST 
 DEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND TO VISIT FLORIDA FOR THE RENEWAL OF THE 
 ANNUAL VISITFLORIDA PARTNER AGREEMENT AT THE RECOMMENDATION OF 
 THE HAMILTON COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL.

 4)  APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICE FROM NORTH FLORIDA 
 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES INC.:
 A)  Invoice No. 14568 – Resurfacing CR-143 from CR 141 to CR 6 - $22,451.83
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While reading the first chapter of Jason Riley's new
book, "Please Stop Helping Us," I thought about Will
Rogers' Prohibition-era observation that "Oklahomans
vote dry as long as they can stagger to the polls."
Demonstrative of similar dedication, one member of
Congress told Vanderbilt University political scientist
Carol Swain that "one of the advantages and disadvan-
tages of representing blacks is their shameless loyalty.
... You can almost get away with raping babies and be
forgiven. You don't have any vigilance about your per-
formance." In my opinion, there appear to be no stan-
dards of performance low enough for blacks to lose
their loyalty to their black political representatives.
Riley says that between 1970 and 2001, the number

of black elected officials skyrocketed from fewer than
1,500 to more than 9,000, but black poverty has re-
mained roughly the same. Between 1940 and 1960,
when black political power was virtually nonexistent,
the black poverty rate fell from 87 percent to 47 percent.
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Riley points out that there has been significant achieve-
ment among the black middle class but that wide black-
white gaps remain with respect to income, education-
al achievement, unemployment, labor force participa-
tion, incarceration rates and other measures. Despite
political gains, there have been dramatic reversals in
teen unemployment, crime, out-of-wedlock births and
family stability. Political power is neither a necessary
nor a sufficient condition for socio-economic progress.
Riley lays out the devastating deal black political

leaders and civil rights leaders have made with labor
unions, in his aptly named chapter "Mandating Un-
employment." Black leaders of the past recognized
that labor unions were hostile to the interests of ordi-
nary blacks. Frederick Douglass, in his 1874 essay
"The Folly, Tyranny, and Wickedness of Labor
Unions," argued that unions were not friends of
blacks. W.E.B. Du Bois called unions "the greatest en-
emy of the black working man." Booker T. Washing-
ton also opposed unions because of their adverse im-
pact on blacks.
Today's black leaders have little reservation about

giving their support to union policies that harm their
constituents. They support minimum wage increases,
which have had a devastating impact on black em-
ployment, particularly that of teenagers. Recently,
black teen unemployment reached 44 percent, but few
people realize that during the late 1940s, before rapid
minimum wage escalation, it was less than 10 percent

and lower than white teen unemployment. Black lead-
ers also give their support to a super-minimum wage
law known as the Davis-Bacon Act of 1931. The leg-
islative history of Davis-Bacon makes clear that its
union and congressional supporters sought to elimi-
nate black employment in the construction trades.
Riley's "Educational Freedom" chapter details the

sorry story of black education. Between 1970 and to-
day, educational spending has tripled and the school
workforce has doubled, far outpacing student enroll-
ment. Despite these massive increases in resources,
black academic achievement is a national disgrace.
According to the National Assessment of Educational
Progress, known as the nation's report card, black 17-
year-olds score at the same level as white 13-year-olds
in reading and math. White 13-year-olds score higher
than black 17-year-olds in science.
A number of studies show that black students who

attend private and charter schools do far better than
their peers in public schools. If there were greater
parental choice, through educational vouchers, black
achievement would be higher. However, teachers
unions see school choice as a threat to their monopoly,
and virtually every black politician, including the
president, backs the teachers unions.
At an 1865 gathering of the Massachusetts Anti-

Slavery Society, Douglass said everybody had asked,
"What should we do with the Negro?" Douglass said:
"I have had but one answer from the beginning. Do
nothing with us! Your doing with us has already
played the mischief with us." Later on, Washington
explained, "It is important and right that all privileges
of the law be ours, but it is vastly more important that
we be prepared for the exercise of these privileges." It's
the abandonment of these visions that accounts for the
many problems of today that Riley's book does a mas-
terful job of explaining.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about
Walter E. Williams and read features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC)
has confirmed a large-scale off-
shore fish kill in the Northeast Gulf
of Mexico. Citizens have reported
observations of thousands of dead
and dying bottom-dwelling reef
fish, including grouper, hogfish,
white grunt, triggerfish and snap-
per, as well as sea turtles and crabs,
to the FWC’s Fish Kill Hotline. Wa-
ter quality is poor in the region
with several reports of black water.
On July 23, FWC Law Enforce-

ment took scientists to collect fish,

water samples and water quality
data from six locations offshore of
Hernando County. Sample analy-
sis confirmed a bloom of the Flori-
da red tide organism, Karenia bre-
vis. Blooms of Karenia brevis in the
Gulf of Mexico are naturally occur-
ring and have been documented
since the 1700s
Satellite images from the Opti-

cal Oceanography Lab at the Uni-
versity of South Florida revealed
an extensive surface bloom ap-
proximately 80 miles long and up
to 50 miles wide in waters 40 to 90

miles offshore between Dixie and
Pasco counties. Short-term fore-
casts of bloom movement by the
Center for Prediction of Red Tides
do not predict considerable
movement of the bloom patch in
upcoming days.
To report fish kills to the FWC,

contact the Fish Kill Hotline at 800-
636-0511 or submit a report online
at Research.MyFWC.com/
FishKill. For updated red tide sta-
tus reports, to track blooms or to
learn more about red tide, visit
MyFWC.com/RedTide.

Red tide causes large fish kill in Northeast Gulf of Mexico
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Tender Love and Care Academy, LLC, a child daycare center, held a ribbon cutting ceremony July 10. Providers are Frank and Annette Daniels of Jasper. They are
a faith-based learning and play center serving infants, toddlers, preschool and after school age children up to 15 years. They are located at 317 NW 4th Street in
Jasper. Hours of operation are Monday-Friday, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. - Courtesy Photo

New daycare opens in Jasper
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 September 13, 2014

 Sept. 13.

Lonnie Chesser caught this week's "Big Fish," an 8
pound, 27 3/4 inch channel cat, caught on a cricket.

- Courtesy photo

This week’s “Big Fish”
Compliments of Rooster’s
Outfitters in White Springs

This is a reminder that Florida is a closed Primary
state. If you want to register to vote or make a party
change, it must be done 29 days before any election.

All registered voters, regardless of party or no par-
ty affiliation, may vote in non-partisan races when it
applies.

Absentee ballots ready for request to be mailed.
Our office has already mailed 1,200 beginning the
week of July 22, so don’t be left out.

Call our office at 386-792-1426  today to request an
absentee ballot to be sent to your home for your con-
venience.

*Early Voting starts August 16 through August 23.
Make your decision and cast your vote early in the

Elections office from 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Thank you for your interest in your government.

Your Supervisor of Elections, Laura Dees

Election reminders

The Suwannee River Water Man-
agement District (District), the Flori-
da Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), and US Geological
Survey (USGS) have established a
partnership to deploy special equip-
ment to continuously monitor the
health of springs within the District.
This partnership will use new tech-
nologies to provide real-time flow
and water quality monitoring at Fan-
ning Springs, Ichetucknee Blue Hole,
Madison Blue Spring, Manatee
Springs, and Troy Springs.

This equipment will take water
quality measurements several times
an hour which will be available in
real-time on the District website. The
monitoring will measure nitrate, tem-
perature, pH, dissolved oxygen, spe-
cific conductivity, dissolved organic
matter, chlorophyll, and turbidity. 

“Deploying this new technology on
these springs, as well other water
bodies statewide, will give us a lot
more information on cause and effect
relationships between nutrients and
activities in the area,” said Drew
Bartlett, DEP Deputy Secretary for
Water Policy and Ecosystem Restora-
tion. “This additional data will lead
to more effective and efficient
restoration strategies.”

The more comprehensive monitor-
ing of springs will allow a better un-
derstanding of how activities in a
springshed effect springs. The en-
hanced data will help implement ef-
fective strategies to reduce nutrient
loading. Efforts to reduce nutrient
concentrations and ensure adequate

flows that can adversely impact
springs support healthy spring
ecosystems.

“Better data means better science,”
said District Executive Ann Short-
elle. “Better science means improved
decision making and project imple-
mentation.   Real-time data is very
advantageous to water managers,
stakeholders, and the public. Water
flowing from every spring tells a sto-
ry about natural and human activi-
ties within the region and spring-
shed.   This new equipment will al-
low us to better understand the
springs’ stories.”  

These more frequent and compre-
hensive monitoring will provide new
insights that the current monthly or
quarterly measurements could not
capture.  Springs water quantity and
quality data collection formally be-
gan in 1932 by the USGS, with inter-
mittent collection of data. The
amount and type of data the District
will now be able to capture will help
all interested persons to understand
the health of the springs.

The District, DEP, and USGS col-
lectively maintain a series of river
and spring monitoring sites through-
out the District to provide water lev-
el, flow and water quality data.
These data are used for many pur-
poses, including flood protection,
water supply planning, minimum
flow and level development and wa-
ter quality restoration projects.

For more information visit the Dis-
trict’s Springs webpage at www.my-
suwanneeriver.com/springs.

SRWMD, DEP, and USGS dive
into continuous spring monitoring

We will meet at the Faith in Christ Church located 282
s w magical terrace in Lake City, Fla.

Saturday Aug. 9
At 6 p.m.

Call or text Tony at 386-623-5210
Or Dani 386-288-0961

Singles cookout

Like us on facebook at
@Suwanneedemocrat
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052
 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267
 Morning Service:

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper Rev. Wayne Sullivan Sunday Sunday School......................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.
 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper 792-2658
 Pastor Roger Hutto

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 am
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 am
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 WEDNESDAY SERVICES
 Wednesday Evening Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 July 9th - Aug 6th
 VBS Programs 6pm-8:30pm

 We welcome everyone to check out our new 
 children’s environment  784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St.,   Jennings, FL 32053 938-5611  Pastor: Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053  938-1265 Pastor: Johnny Brown Sunday Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m. Worship.......................................11:00 a.m. Evening Service............................6:00 p.m. Wednesday Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL (386) 364-1108 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL Pastor - Dale Ames Phone - 386-792-1122 Sunday Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm  783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 863
539

 835547

 ONE FREE FRIDAY
 Advertisers,

 Run your classified line ad* to sell your unwanted 
 items in one Friday edition of the Suwannee Democrat 

 at no charge!
 Need to run that ad longer? Special discount 

 on regular rates apply!
 Call Louise at 386-362-1734 x102 for more information

 DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY ADS:
 WEDNESDAY AT NOON

 *Some restrictions apply to free ad: 1) No yard sale ads. 
 2) 5-line maximum length
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Governor Rick Scott
recently announced fee
reductions for the li-
censing of certain
health care profession-
als.  Due to efficiencies
found and the stream-
lining of processes, both
the Florida Board of
Medicine and Florida
Board of Nursing iden-
tified excess fees and
are passing this on as a
cost savings to li-
censees. 

Governor Scott said,
“The physicians and
nurses in our state work
hard to provide high
quality medical care to
Florida families and
this fee reduction will
result in $7.75 million in
savings for our heath
care professionals.
These reductions high-
light our commitment
to making Florida the
best state in the nation
to live and work, will
allow more Floridians
to keep their hard
earned money.”

The Board of Medi-
cine will reduce the
physician license re-
newal fee for the next
biennium from $360 to
$250. Physicians renew-
ing their license in 2015
or 2016 will pay this
lower fee, which has the
potential to produce up
to $6 million in savings
that can be reinvested
into Florida’s economy
by these medical pro-
fessionals. 

The Florida Board of
Nursing reduced the
initial application and
initial license fee effec-
tive July 1, 2014. Appli-
cants for initial licen-
sure as a Registered

Nurse or Licensed Prac-
tical Nurse will now
pay $100 instead of
$165.  It is estimated
these fee reductions
will result in a cost sav-
ings to new licensees of
approximately $1.75
million each fiscal year.

“The Florida Depart-
ment of Health appreci-
ates Governor Rick
Scott’s leadership to
find ways to reduce fees
for Florida businesses. I
applaud the Board of
Medicine’s and Board
of Nursing’s actions to
reduce the fees for these
valued health care pro-
fessionals,” said State
Surgeon General and
Secretary of Health Dr.
John Armstrong. “We
will continue to find
ways to help physicians
and nursing profession-
als provide care for
Florida’s children,
adults and families.”

“The Board of Medi-
cine supports an oppor-
tunity economy in
which every Florida
physician can pursue
the dream of practicing
medicine in the Sun-
shine State,” said Board
of Medicine Chair, Dr.
Nabil El Sanadi.   “We
will continue to search
for ways to support the
increase of licensed
medical professionals in
the state of Florida.”

Board of Nursing
Chair, Lavigne A. Kirk-
patrick, BS, RN, said,
“The Board of Nursing
was pleased to be able
to offer this fee reduc-
tion as a way to encour-
age more recent nursing
graduates to apply for
licensure in Florida.

Our nursing profession-
als are the key to quali-
ty health care for all res-
idents and visitors in
the state and we will
continue to look for
ways to ease the licen-
sure process.”

“One goal of the
Florida Medical Associ-
ation (FMA) is to en-
hance the quality and
availability of health
care in Florida,” said
Dr. Alan Harmon, FMA
President. “This fee re-
duction recognizes the
financial commitments
that physicians make in
our state, and repre-
sents one small way in
which the Board of
Medicine can express
appreciation for their
service and dedication
to the residents and vis-
itors in Florida.”

Willa Fuller, Execu-
tive Director of the
Florida Nurses Associa-
tion, said, “We welcome
this action on behalf of
all nurses in Florida,
particularly those re-
cent graduates who
may find the path to li-
censure eased by the re-
duced fees.” 

Medical professionals
who practice in the state
of Florida are required
to be licensed.  These li-
censes are renewed
every two years.   For
more information on
the license renewal
process, please visit the
Board of Medicine web-
site at www.flboard-
ofmedicine.gov or the
Board of Nursing web-
site at www.flboard-
ofnursing.gov. 

The Department
works to protect, pro-

Gov. Scott: fee reductions for health care professionals

CareerSource North
Florida provides em-
ployability skills train-
ing sessions each week
at no cost to interested
job seekers. The courses,
provided by Certified
Workforce Professionals,
are part of the Workforce
Investment Act, a federal
program aimed at build-
ing the skills of job seek-
ers.

When hiring, employ-
ers look for more than
just the skills relevant to
the job description.
Employability skills are
general skills that are
needed to obtain most
jobs – and make up a
good portion of what
employers are looking
for.  These can range
from basic skills, like
personal hygiene, good
work attitude and punc-
tuality, to higher order
skills like reasoning, crit-
ical thinking and prob-
lem solving. Not only
are these important for
getting a job, but they
come in handy for keep-
ing one too. 

“Failure to equip
young people with job
readiness skills critical to
job success is equivalent
to placing employability
barriers in their path,”
says Dr. Jacquelyn P.
Robinson, a Community
Workforce Development
Specialist in the Alaba-
ma Cooperative Exten-
sion System.  

While Robinson works
primarily with youth,
employability skills can
benefit individuals
across populations.  

One such example is
Greg Harrell, who was
convicted of a felony and
spent 11 years behind
bars. He was released in
2011, and began coming
to CareerSource North
Florida, then Workforce,
in January of 2013.  

“It seemed like I was
getting nowhere,” Har-
rell says, regarding his
job search.  

His felony conviction
had become a hard and
fast barrier to employ-
ment – and a huge drain
on his confidence. With
help from staff, Harrell
began employability
skills training at Career-
Source North Florida.

“The Workforce staff
has been motivational
and inspirational always
advising me to never
give up and keep trying
even when times got
hard and tough. When
doors were closed and I
was ready to get up and
stop trying, the Work-
force staff have helped
me tremendously and
helped me realize that
no matter what obstacle
was in the way that I
could push through it
and would eventually
find employment. I just
couldn’t stop trying,”
said Harrell.

In addition to basic
skills training, staff
worked with Harrell to
create a resume and
search for jobs. All of
Harrell’s hard work paid
off. On June 10, 2014, he
dropped by Career-
Source North Florida to
inform staff that he will
soon begin work at the
Home Depot Distribu-
tion Center located in
Lake Park, Georgia.  

“Thank you for all
who have helped me
and encouraged me
through this journey,”
said Harrell. 

In a training session, a
job seeker should expect
to work one-on-one with
a career consultant to
customize a training ses-
sion to fit their individ-
ual needs. By tailoring
each session to meet the
specific needs of a job

Employability classes
lead to success

seeker, CareerSource
North Florida staff can
focus on the strengths
and weaknesses of that
person. While some job
seekers may need to cre-
ate a plan for employ-
ment, or learn more ba-
sic skills, others may
need to create or refine a
resume, or practice for
an upcoming interview.
Due to a high demand,
these sessions must be
scheduled in advance.   

For more information
about employability
skills training sessions,
or other programs and
services offered by Ca-
reerSource North Flori-
da, visit www.career-
sourcenorthflorida.com
or call 866.367.4758.

mote and improve the
health of all people in
Florida through inte-
grated state, county and

community efforts.
Follow us on Twitter

at @HealthyFla and on
Facebook.  For more in-

formation about the
Florida Department of
Health please visit
www.floridahealth.gov
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By Correspondent John-
ny Bullard

“Are you going to  have
sweet tea?”  

“Sweet tea, will you
have some more sweet

tea?”

Most of us in this area
are well acquainted with
the fact that famous en-
tertainer and country
western recording star
Dolly Parton played the
part of Truvy Jones, the
wonderful beautician in
the 1989 movie “Steel
Magnolias”, which was
an adaptation of the play
“Steel Magnolias” writ-
ten by Robert Harling,
who was born in Natchi-
toches, Louisiana. “Steel
Magnolias” is one of my
very favorite movies of
all time. I love it. It re-
ceived horrible reviews
from northern critics,
which just proves that
most Yankees don’t
know “beans” about
Southern life, bless their
hearts. Harling’s
youngest sister died
from complications with
diabetes, and as a result,
he wrote a short story
and adapted it to a play
called “Steel Magno-
lias”.
In the movie, Truvy
says to Shelby, played
by Julia Roberts, “Have
some iced tea. It’s the
house wine of the
South,” and it is true.
How many visits, how
many conversations,
how many major events
of life have been con-
ducted over a glass of
iced tea, and in the Deep
South, and “Around the
Banks of the Suwan-
nee”?  We love our iced
tea, and we know how
to make it.
You don’t make sweet
tea by making it
unsweetened, pouring it
over ice and attempting
to sweeten it with sugar;
well you can try it, but it
won’t work. Not well,
anyway, and it won’t be
authentic sweet tea.
Very sweet iced tea is

practically an institution
in the South. It is an in-
vention that is more than
100 years old and not in
the Deep South, but in
many sections of the
country, it seems to be
“new again”. Everyone
is drinking the beverage
with gusto. Today’s iced
tea comes in many dif-
ferent varieties: pome-
granate, blackberry sage,
passion fruit, peach or
other flavors. Even the
long established Lipton
brand has come up with
exotic iced tea drinks.
Restaurants of all kinds
are upgrading to freshly
brewed or iced tea.
Perhaps some of the
potential for an increase
in iced tea sales might be
the efforts to tout the
perceived health bene-
fits-antioxidant/cancer
fighter, its interesting
flavor potential - blue-
berry, mango and peach,
just to name a few - and
its perceived calming
properties for today’s
stressed out consumers,
while still being cool and
refreshing.
I don’t know that most
folks in our area take
into account the infor-
mation written above. I
think they just drink it
because it’s delicious
and good. There are
many folks who must
have their daily dose of
iced tea. 
In the now well-
known “Duck Dynasty”
television show, Uncle
“Si” doesn’t leave home
without his jug of iced
tea. At one time, the
Deep South was one of
the only places you
would find iced tea
glasses offered for sale,
and a lot of them do sell
in major department
stores and jewelry stores
as part of bridal pat-
terns, but to reiterate, the
popularity of iced tea is
moving and has moved
well beyond the Deep
South. I wish they
would “catch on” in part
of South Florida, which,
by the way, is not the

South. One journalist,
years ago, from the Mia-
mi Herald wrote, “Flori-
da is the only state that
becomes more northern
as you travel south, and
more southern as you
travel north. He referred
to “our part” of Florida
as “Florgia”, a combina-
tion of Florida and Geor-
gia. I think he  made a
valid point.
There is an art to mak-
ing Southern Sweet Tea
and what I am about to
share here is by no
means the only way, but
it is “one” way.
Ingredients:

5-7 black teabags (Lip-
ton, Luzianne, and Tet-
ley are my favorites, but
you can purchase oth-
ers)
6 cups of boiling water
(not distilled)
1 2/3 cups of pure
white granulated sugar
2 cups of cold water
2 cups of ice
1/8 tsp. baking soda
(optional)―I’ve never
used this
Mint sprigs (optional)
Lemon slices (option-
al)―but I love lemon in
iced tea.
Place 5-7 black tea
bags in a measuring cup.
For a stronger tea, use 7
bags, and for a lighter
tea, use 5. The recom-
mended brand tea bags
made specifically for
Southern sweet tea is
Luzianne. However, you
can also use Tetley, Lip-
ton or any other brand of
black tea.
Pour the boiling water
over the tea bags. Make
sure you’re using a
Pyrex-glass container or
another container that
can hold boiling water.
The glass container
should be at room tem-
perature-if it’s cold, it
may crack.
Cover and steep for
about 10 minutes. This
will give you a nice,
strong tea. Do not put
the tea bags directly into
the boiling water. This
will cause a bitter taste

or may even make the
bags burst.
Take out the tea bags:
You can gently press the
tea bags against the
Pyrex cup using a wood-
en spoon, but you
should not squeeze the
tea bags or the tea will
have a bitter taste. If
you’d like to protect the
tea from being bitter,
add 1/8 teaspoon of
baking soda, just in case.
Pour the tea mixture
into a 2-quart pitcher.
Add the sugar to the
pitcher. Add a cup of
sugar to the mixture and
stir until the sugar is dis-
solved. The hot water
will melt the sugar and
make it dissolve in the
tea. If you add sugar to
the cool water, it won’t
fully dissolve. You can
use artificial sweetener
instead of sugar. It’s
more healthy, but not as
tasty.
Pour the cold water
into the pitcher. This will
distribute the flavor of
the tea and will fill the
pitcher. Use fresh, cool,
filtered water instead of
tap water for a less
cloudy tea.
Let it cool. Do not put
the pitcher directly in
the refrigerator. Let it
cool to room tempera-
ture on the counter. If
you put hot tea in the
fridge, it will turn
cloudy. Wait for it to
cool down before you
put it in the fridge.
Serve the tea. When
you’re ready to serve the
tea, you can garnish it
with a few lemon slices
or sprigs of mint; pour
into a glass filled with
ice.
Enjoy and Savor…..

Iced tea... it’s as much
a part of life in our
beloved homeland
“Around the Banks of
the Suwannee” as boiled
peanuts. Boiled peanuts
served with cold iced
tea, by the way, is a
wonderful combination.
Iced tea is as much a part
of our culture as the

Suwannee River itself,
and if you dip a clear
iced tea glass into the
Suwannee and  “pull
out” a glass filled with
Suwannee River water,
it’s about the color of
very, very weak tea. 
Nobody would have
believed when I was a
child or a teenager that
this country would ever
have moved towards
drinking hundreds of
millions of neither gal-
lons of bottled water or
purchasing cups of
gourmet coffees, some of
which cost a pretty hefty
sum, but it has hap-
pened.
I would never have be-
lieved either that you
could purchase canned
iced tea, but you can. I
will relate this to you,
though. Canned iced tea
will “keep the fits” off,
which interpreted for
those who are not from
around here, means “it
will do in a pinch”, but it
is in no shape, form, nor
fashion, the same as
sweetened iced tea made
by someone at home or
at a Southern restaurant
or eating establishment
where they know “how
to do it”, and neither is
that stuff you purchase
in a jar to mix it. You can
make it with it, but it’s
not the same.
No, there are some ab-
solutes in this
world―and iced tea is
one of them. Just for
your information, it was
tea that brought about
this nation deciding to
fight for its indepen-
dence from Great
Britain. Remember the
story of the Boston Tea
Party in 1773. Colonists
in this country objected
to the Tea Act imposed
by the British Parlia-
ment in 1773 and it
brought about the cre-
do:  “No taxation with-
out representation”,
since the American
colonies were not repre-
sented in the British
Parliament. The Sons of
Liberty boarded ships

sent to Boston, Massa-
chusetts, docked in
Boston Harbor in defi-
ance to the Tea Act and
destroyed an entire
shipment of tea sent to
America by the British
East India Company,
ruining the tea.
So, when you drink
that glass of iced tea, re-
member, as an Ameri-
can, you are drinking to
the good old USA!
The following nations
produce most of the
world’s tea:
China
India
Kenya
Sri Lanka
Turkey
Vietnam
Indonesia
Japan
Argentina
Iran

I, myself, am not
much of an iced tea
drinker, which, being
Southern to the core, is
almost sacrilege, but
most of my family loves
it. Like my daddy, the
late Wade Bullard, I
have always just had
water with my meal.
But, on occasion, I do
love a glass of iced tea,
and there are some es-
tablishments in this area
who can “flat” make it
and, as my uncle, the
late Bud Bullard said, “I
mean shore nuff.” 
Now, if you have
“sugar”, which means
“diabetes”, stay away
from sweetened iced
tea, because the way
most of us here in this
area make it, it is like
drinking pure glucose,
but if not, drink and en-
joy…and think cool
thoughts, especially this
time of year.
From the Eight Mile
Still on the Woodpecker
Route, north of White
Springs, wishing you all
a day filled with joy,
peace, and above all,
lots of love and laugh-
ter… So blessed to be in
the number “one more
time”.

By Johnny Bullard
Florida Department of 
Health-Hamilton County

Cantaloupe, wonderful cantaloupe

This week, July 28-Aug. 3, we celebrate
cantaloupe as our Food of the Week.
This is the time of year when cantaloupes

are in the peak of their season, have the best
flavor, and are least expensive. This member
of the melon family is an excellent source of
Vitamin C and A (in the form of
carotenoids).
Because the flesh of the cantaloupe is of-

ten pastel-like in color (compared to the
more vibrant color of fruits like oranges), we
sometimes forget how important can-

taloupes can be as a fruit source of Vitamin
A. Researchers recently discovered that can-
taloupes are about 30 times higher than the
beta-carotene content of fresh oranges. Al-
though the nutrient rich cantaloupe still does
not place it in the beta-carotene range of a
fresh carrot (about 8,300 micrograms), it’s
still an aspect of this delicious fruit that is all
too frequently overlooked.
Cantaloupe contains more beta-carotene

than alpha-carotene, but because it contains
both of these carotenoids, it also contains
both of their derivatives, including lutein in
the case of alpha-carotene. These carotenoid
phytonutrients are joined by the flavonoid
luteolin, antioxidant organic acids including
ferrulic and caffeic acid, and anti-inflamma-
tory cucurbitacin E. The nutrient benefit of

cantaloupe is perhaps its most overlooked
benefit. 
Cantaloupe has great benefits for preven-

tion of metabolic syndrome; a group of
health problems that includes high blood
fats, high blood sugars, high blood pressure,
and too much body fat to be caused by prob-
lems in lifestyle that result in chronic under-
lying levels of unwanted inflammation and
oxidative stress throughout the body.
California is the largest cantaloupe pro-

ducing state in the United States and grows
over half of all U.S. cantaloupe. Rounding
out the top six cantaloupe producing states
are Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Indiana,
and Texas.
If you are working on moving towards

your “healthiest weight”, a healthier

lifestyle and a healthier you, cantaloupe is
a good choice as part of a healthy diet.
Enjoy cantaloupe, especially this time of

year, when it is in season. It is great eaten
by itself, with cottage cheese, or in a fruit
salad with watermelon, blueberries, honey-
dew melon, strawberries, and other fresh
fruits. 
Enjoy cantaloupe, as you move towards

a “Healthier you”. Remember, drink more
water, at least 6-8 glasses per day. Try to
exercise, walk or bicycle each day for 45
minutes to an hour per day, as you move to-
wards a healthier you. Try to incorporate at
least 5 servings of fruits or vegetables into
your daily diet. Work toward doing all of
this for a “Healthier You”, because you are
worth it.

A Healthier You
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Yates Construction holds fundraiser for H.O.P.E. Program
Yates Construction

Company core values
were put into action in
White Springs on July 26,
as Wayne Hart, Mikki
Miles and Shanon Royal
were joined by the grilling
crew of Charles Keel
(Jasper), Dennis Futch
(McAlpin) and Richard
Cato (Jasper) for a barbe-
cue lunch fundraiser, with
the proceeds going to the
White Springs H.O.P.E.
Program. Proceeds of the
fundraiser are being
matched 100 percent by
the Yates division office in
Jacksonville.
The H.O.P.E. (Helping

Our People Excel) sum-
mer enrichment program
is an 8-week activity for
youth in the White
Springs community.
H.O.P.E. operates Mon-
day through Friday, 7:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and pro-
vides breakfast, lunch and
afternoon snacks. This
year marks the fifth year
of program services, de-
livering high tech, high
touch academic enrich-
ment, specific subject tu-
toring, the Junior Ranger
Program, fun and educa-
tional field trips, and ap-
pointments to the Miles of
Smiles Dental Bus.  
The H.O.P.E. Program

also supports children
and their families through
the H.O.P.E. fuel bank,
food donations and the in-
ternship program.
Yates Construction is

ranked among the top
construction services
providers in the country
by Engineering News
Record. They are family
owned and provide a
wide range of construc-
tion and building services.
Founded in 1964 by
William G. Yates, Jr., the
company has grown
steadily to become one of
the top construction
providers in the nation.  
Yates employees partic-

ipate in the Brother’s
Keeper program, and ad-
here to the company’s
core values of safety, in-
tegrity, passion and com-
mitment. These values
drive company members
to contribute to the com-
munities in which they
work. The Jacksonville-
based Yates team is cur-
rently working on a pro-
ject for PotashCorp-White
Springs.  
Earlier this summer,

Yates manager Wayne
Hart spotted the H.O.P.E.
rural aquifer bus parked
on the South Hamilton El-
ementary campus and de-

cided he had located the
local project he wanted to
support. After a phone
call and email, Hart
agreed to support the
H.O.P.E. Program, which
resulted in the barbecue
fundraiser. As of press
time, the donations were
still being collected, but
an initial count puts the
total Yates contribution to
H.O.P.E. at about $1,500.
“On behalf of the

H.O.P.E. program and the
town of White Springs, I
am delighted to express
our appreciation to
Wayne Hart and his col-
leagues Shanon Royal,
Mikki Miles, Charles Keel,
Dennis Futch and Richard
Cato for the barbecue
fundraiser, and to Dwight
and Charla Davis for the
corporate matching
funds,” said White
Springs Mayor Helen
Miller. “The Yates dona-
tion will be put to good
use, for both educational
and recreational support.”
During the clean-up of

the White Springs com-
munity center at the con-
clusion of the fundraiser,
Wayne Hart was heard to
say that he planned to or-
ganize another H.O.P.E.
fundraiser on a Saturday
in October. 

Richard Cato shows off his barbecue chicken.

A whole lot of smokin’ goin’ on!

(L-R): Richard Cato, Dennis Futch, Mikki Miles, Wayne Hart, Helen Miller and Charles Keel.  - Courtesy photos
Mayor Helen Miller receives a donation check from
Wayne Hart of Yates Construction.

(StatePoint) The irony of summer is that for many
people, it’s the most important time of year to stay
fit, but it can actually be the hardest time of year to
stick to one’s diet.
“Too many weight loss plans are not designed for

the reality of everyday living, especially in summer
when there can be extra challenges like vacations,
family barbecues and a general change of pace,” says
Dr. Anthony Fabricatore, Ph.D., Vice President of
Research and Development at Nutrisystem.
But dieters can stay on track no matter where life

takes them with these simple tips.
Make Time to Exercise

Daily exercise is important for weight mainte-
nance, weight loss and general health. So don’t let
your exercise routine take a vacation when you do.
Skip the shuttle bus at the amusement park and

walk from attraction to attraction. At the pool? Take
breaks from lounging to swim laps. Whenever there
is a choice between the elevator and the stairs, take
the stairs. Squeezing in just ten minutes of physical
activity here and there is beneficial.

Eat Right, All the Time
The best-laid plans of dieters are often scuttled by

unexpected temptation. But you can avoid being a
victim of your circumstances with technologies that
can help you pace your calorie intake throughout the
day.
For example, dieters can turn to digital weight loss

programs like NuMi by Nutrisystem. Via its “Re-
sponsive Dieting” technique, NuMi looks at an indi-
vidual’s food preferences, lifestyle, metabolism, ac-
tivity and weight loss goals and then takes real life
into account.
NuMi adjusts according to the information you

provide it, so if your spouse surprises you with
chocolate chip pancakes when you were all set to
whip up an egg white omelet, the rest of your day is
adjusted on the fly to meet your weight loss goals.
NuMi also customizes its recommendations based

on your personal quirks or circumstances, such as
what’s in your fridge that day or certain dietary lim-
itations you have. Say you want one meal of the day
to be bigger than others, or you want Mexican food,
Asian, or Italian, NuMi has recommendations for
your palette and your weight loss goals …smart
right?
“A focus on lifestyle versus dieting alone is crucial

for success,” says Fabricatore, who was involved
with development and testing of the product.

Tips to make summer slim down simple

Start at NuMi.com and then download the app.

Get Support
Support is invaluable when you’re attempting to

lose weight. Whether that means a running partner,
a dieting buddy or a professional expert like a per-
sonal trainer, having someone cheer on your suc-
cesses can motivate you to work harder.
Since you can’t take your traditional support net-

work with you everywhere you go, consider seeking
one-on-one feedback in the palm of your hand from
the Numi Squad, a dedicated team of counselors
available via live chat to provide real-time, personal-
ized advice and encouragement seven days a week.
This summer, don’t let your lifestyle throw a mon-

key wrench in your long-term health and wellness
goals. By making adjustments as you go, you can
stay fit, healthy and happy.

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) MonkeyBusiness- iStock.com
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 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FirstDay

FirstDay

FIND IT IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

TODAY!!

FIND IT IN THE 
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HONOR ROLL
4th Nine Weeks

Hamilton County High School
A Honor Roll

CHARLES BURNETT, 12
LASHAWN CLARIDY, 12
GINA GINNANTONIO, 12
JAYLON MCELWAIN, 12
WADE B. NORRIS, 12
MADIHAH TOMONEY, 12
DIXIE BOSTON, 11
CROSBY, WHITNEY J., 11
DAVIS, SARRA H., 11
MORRIS, AUBREY D., 11
ROBERTS, MAZEY A., 11
WHITTINGTON, JONATHAN C., 11
CJ BOZEMAN, 10 - HOMESCHOOLED
CARTER, HANNAH L., 10
CARTER, JESSICA L., 10
CARTER, SARAH D., 10
MCCLAIN, SABRINA M., 10
NORRIS, KALEIGH M., 10
BURKE, ANDREW, 8
MARTIN, ZAEVAN G., 8
TROY, TORI E., 8
WHITTINGTON, JENNA A., 8
HUGHES, LOGAN B., 7
PINELLO, ALEXANDRIA N., 7

A/ B Honor Roll

BAILEY ALTMAN, 12
ISMELDA ALVAREZ, 12
CRYSTAL COLEMAN, 12
TACOYA COOPER, 12
KALEY FENNEMAN, 12

MAGGIE HUGHES, 12
TIA INGRAM, 12
CHARLEISHA JOHNSON, 12
JEREMIAH LEE, 12
JAKALYA MOBLEY, 12
ALONA MORGAN, 12
K'NESHIA NELSON, 12
BRANDI PADGETT, 12
TONIEKA SAWYER, 12
ETHAN SHACKELFORD, 12
CHARLES SPEIGHTS, 12
TIFFANY WALTON, 12
TYLER WARFEL, 12
ALSING, JESSE, 11
HILL, HUNTER Z., 11
MCCLAIN, KEVIN M., 11
REGISTER, TIPHANI R., 11
WILLIAMS, JAYLA B., 11
BURKE, WILLIAM D., 11
MELVIN, DAVANEA S., 11
RAMOS, KARINA O., 11
HOWARD, KRISTI N., 11
REYNOLDS, EMILY L., 11
ROBINSON, DEANGELO D., 11
WHITMORE, CHRISTIAN G., 10
ALTMAN, HANNAH N., 10
DANIELS, MAISIA E., 10
BYRD, CASSIDY L., 10
MOFFSES, CATHERINE M., 10
CORBIN, ELIZABETH, 10
MOBLEY, TAMIERA D., 10
MORRIS, BENITA D., 10
PONCE, ADELINA, 10
SMITH, JRISTIN S., 10

CAPOZZI, BIANCA M., 10
WHITMORE, BRITTANY M., 9
BECK, SIERRA A., 9
LEWIS, CODY J., 9
IQBAL, MOHAMMAD, 9
DRIGGERS, BRADLEY A., 8
ROBERSON, BERRY L., 8
GRIFFIN, AUSTIN A., 8
BURKLOW, MARISHA, 8
LEE, CARRINGTON, 8
MONLYN, O'SHAUNA, 8
ALFORD, KEANDRA R., 7
CRIBBS, CASSIDY R., 7
GASPAR, ANGELINA, 7
HAMMOCK, SARITA E., 7
MCCULLEY, HUNTER S., 7
REGISTER, LOGAN, 7
SANTANA, BEATRIS E., 7
SANTOS, JENY, 7
STEEDLEY, JONATHAN T., 7
WHETSTONE, STEPHANIE A., 7
BRACEWELL, KALEI R., 7
COOKS, JASMINE M., 7
GUNSBY, RANESHA T., 7
HAWKINS, JOSHUA J., 7
MOFFSES, TAYLOR J., 7
REGISTER, MADISON F., 7
BURKLOW, MELODY M., 7
LOPEZ, ALBINO JR, 7
AKINS, TANYAH K., 7
HERRING, CALEB J., 7
HOTCHKISS, HUNTER S., 7
SANFORD, TRAEVION T., 7
ROBERSON, JUSTIN L., 7

North Hamilton Elementary
Pre-K

JAHIRA ALICEA
GAVIN COMBASS
ANDREW CONE
NATHAN CONE
TAMARIUS CURRY
ANNA ERVINE
RILEY GERTH
KENNA GREENBERG
AVA HONEYCUTT
SHIRIAH JACKSON
JOHN MAULDEN
BRYAN MIDDOUR
ALLISON NORRIS
ANNA-KAYTE SMITH
JAY'TWAIN STRAWDER
JADEN TOLLE
BETZABE 
REYES-VELASQUEZ
CAMRON WILSON

GENESIS 
ALDAMA-VAQUERO
AY'MILEE ANDERSON
ETHAN BARRON
CALEB BOATWRIGHT
BRITTANY BURNHAM
HAYLEIGH CAPPS
JOSE 
CASTILLO-BAUTISTA
WALE CAVAZOS
EVELYN CAZAREZ
JEREMIAS CELIZ
MASON COLEMAN
KADEN CRIDER
AYLA CRUCE
TREVIONE CURRY
KENNETH DANIELS
MAKAYLA DAVIS
ELIJAH DEVORE
ANDRES 
DOMINGO-ANDRES
GABRIEL EPSTEIN
KIMMY ERVINE
NEVAEH ESQUIVEL
JENNIFER 
FLORES-RODRIGUEZ
JAKAYDEN FLOURNOY
ALFREDO 
FRANCISCO-THOMAS
JUAN FRANCISCO-TOMAS
YESICA GALVEZ
ANGEL GALVEZ-CANO
GABRIEL GARCIA
JOSELINE 
GARCIA-RENDON
BRANDON 

Kindergarten

GARCIA-TOMAS
MARIA 
GUTIERREZ-BASILIO
JENHELY 
HERNANDEZ-AMAYA
ANA 
HIDALGO-GREGORIO
NIKKI HOLBROOK
KAVON HORNE
JORDAN JOYNER
PEYTON LANOUE
ESEQUIEL LOPEZ     
GRACIELA 
LOPEZ-VASQUEZ
CHARLES LUALLEN
JA KAYLEN LUMPKIN
HAYLI MARSHALL
CLARA MATEO-BLANCO
STEVEN MCCARTHY
CRISTOFER MENDEZ
JOSEPH MENDIOLA
BENJAMIN MIDDOUR
J’MIRA MONK
ADDIE MORGAN
KIMBERLY PAEZ-REYES
DAVID PETERSON
AUSTIN PRICE
ISABELLE RILEY
MARIVEL RIVERA-LOPEZ
CRISTIAN SANTANA
JONATHAN SOLOMON
ALEX SOSA-LAZCANO
CALEB STEEDLEY
JA'QUAZIA STRAWDER
MARCUS THOMPSON
QUINTON VANKIRK
BROOKELYN WEST
CAMDEN WRIGHT
HAROLD YEOMANS

JOANA 
GREGORIO-GARCIA
ALYSSA GRIFFITH
MICAH HOTCHKISS
JALEXIA HOWELL
TAMORYIA HUGHES
J’DYN HUNT
JESUS ISIDRO MARTINEZ
JACOB KNIGHTON
RILEY KNIGHTON
JACE KREYLING
OSCAR LUGO
MIA MACHECA
K'SHARA MCCLAIN
LINNEA MCDANIEL
BAY'LEIGH MCMILLIAN
JOHNATHAN MENDIOLA
KINAYAH MONTAGUE
JETZIBE PAEZ-REYES
MICHAEL PINEDA
GUADALUPE SANTANA
DALLAS  SMITH
KAITLYNN SPIRES
LEILA STRAWDER
CHERISH SUTTON
SONNY TERRELL
ALFONSO TREJO
ANTONIO 
VICENTE-PEDRO
JORDAN WALKER
MICHAEL WEST
ARMEN 
YEOMANS-LINDROSE

First Grade
JOSEPH LICEA
ELIJAH ASH
ANGEL BAUTISTA
MERCEDES BAUTISTA
JONATHAN 
BOATWRIGHT
KASEY CARTER
MICHELLE 
CASTRO-RIOS
LILLIE CRUCE
CALEB CURRY
MASON DEAS
DAKOTA DUKE
JAYLEN DURAN
HALEY GLAVICH
JUAN GOMEZ
CATALENA GONZALEZ

JOHANNA ALICEA
ESMERALDA
BAUTISTA
KARLEIGH BEMBRY
KINLEIGH BEMBRY
ESMERALDA BLANCO
MADDOX BRADY
CAMEREN CARTER
ZANE CARTER
SOFIA CERDA
DENYLA CHERRY
ANNA CHESHIRE
JACKSON COMBASS
GRACIELA 
CONCEPCION
RACHAEL 
CONWRIGHT
JOSEPH CORBY
ELLA DEAS
JADEN DEAS
PASCUAL 
DIAZ-CRISTOBAL
ADDISON DORMINEY

Second Grade

CALEB DRIGGERS
BAILEY DRIGGERS
MARIA
FLOREZ-RODRIGUEZ
LUIS 
FRANCISCO-TOMAS
NEIL GANDHI
ESMERALDA 
GARCIA-JIMENEZ
DECORRIOUS GREEN
BLAINE HALL
MERCEDES HERNANDEZ
LANIE HERNDON
JA'DARIUS HORNE
TAMARION HUGHES
ENEIDA 
ISIDRO-MARTINEZ
TODD JACKSON
KA'SHAUNA JOHNSON
CHANCE JOHNSON
MADISON JOHNSON
ERICA LOPEZ-ROJAS
HENRY LOVE
KAYLEIGH LUALLEN
BRIANNA MARINE
ALANNA MARSHALL
EMMA MARSHALL
BRI'ASJA MARSHALL
ERICA MCLENDON
JAYLON MCQUAY
REBECCA MORGAN
THERRANCE MORGAN
ANNA MORGAN
BRIANNA MUSIC
ASHLYNN  NEWSOME
BRAILIN PALACIOS
BRANZIN PALACIOS
EMILY PEACOCK
ADRIANA PEREZ-LOPEZ
MICHAEL PLANK
EMMANUEL 
RAMIREZ-NAVA
SERGIO RAMON
CYNTHIA REYES
ASUMCION RIVERAS
MITZY SANTOS
GRANT SELPH
BLANCO SORIANO
CHRISTIAN SPIRES
SUZZANNA TERREL
MCKAYLA THOMPSON
KENDELL THOMPSON
HECTOR TREJO
JENNIFER VASQUEZ
OSCAR VASQUEZ
IRMA VENTURA-DIAZ
HAILEY WEEKS
SARAH WELCH
KEY'ASIA WILSON
JAMIYA WRIGHT

ANTHONY WRIGHT
JAYDEN ZAMORA

Third Grade
LEANNA ADKINS
MAGALI BOCANEGRA
KENLEY BRADY
KELSEY BREVIG
ERIN CORBY
JULIAN GARCIA
ARACELI GARCIA
YESENIA GOMEZ
MORGAN GRIFFIN
EMILI HOWARD
JONATHAN HOWELL
JASON JONES
MICHAELA KIRBY
KYNDAL LANIER
J.T.  LAW
CHASE   LAW
MALYIAH MARCANO
DESMOND MCCLAIN
LANCE MCCULLEY
BRAYAN 
SILVERIO-CHUNG
MARIA 
SILVERIO-CHUNG
JAXON SMITH
GRACELYNN STEEDLEY
DYLAN CADAVA
JAIME CRUZ
ASHTON DEAS
ALEXNADER DORMINEY
CHASE DORMINEY
CARLOS GOMEZ
JASMINE GRIFFITH
LILLY MARSHALL
ERIC MCQUAY
ABELIA NAVA
KATARINA NORRIS
HEET PATEL
MIKAYELA PEDRO
RYVER PLANK
WILLIAM RILEY
MARIA ROJA
LUCAS VANN
JAVARIUS WHETSTONE
ISABEL CAVAZOS
MARIA DIEGO
JOSE 
ENCARNACION-SILVA
BRENDON HONEYCUTT
KHA'MYA JOHNSON
EMILEE MARSHALL
JESSICA MENDIOLA
ANNABELLE SELPH
JOCELYN URZUA
JONATHAN WILSON
AUSTIN WINN

Fourth Grade
SARAI 
ALDAMA-VAQUERO
ZANE SADLER
JENNA TOLLE
EMILY BARNARD
JORDAN BECK
CHLOE CARTER
BROOKE HOWELL
MEL'LESHA JONES
OMAR LOPEZ 
SUMMER REGISTER
JUSTIN REYNOLDS
HANNAH SPARKS
DERRICK 
GERTH-DAMRON
MELODI HERNANDEZ
DAISY JONES
JESSE MARSHALL
PRISCILLA MENDIOLA
ALEXIS SCHAUTZ
HARLEY SQUIRES
JESUS CASTRO 
ALYSON GANDY
ROGELIO 
LOPEZ-VASQUEZ
GABRIELLA PONCE
JESSICA SORIANO
NORA THURMOND 
SHAWN WARREN

JESSE MCELWAIN
DESTINY BREVIG
KAYLA MARSHALL
BROOKLYN BEAM
ISABELLA BROWN
DEVIN CHERRY
ZACHARY DRIGGERS
KYBRAN GREENBERG
CARSON NORRIS
TYLER WHESTONE
ANNA CALDERON
BRITTANY DORMINEY
KADE LANIER
MIA MUSCARELLA
MALCOLM NEWSOME
DALIA ORTIZ
MIGUEL THOMAS
JEREL TOLLE
JOSHUA WELCH
LEXI WILLIAMS
BLAKE SELPH
JEWELS TROUILLE
JANYAH ALICEA
TIANY GREENBERG
JAYDEN SEXTON

Fifth Grade
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The White Springs Police Depart-
ment (WSPD) participated in the Flori-
da Law Enforcement Challenge on
June 26-27 and came away with two
beautiful glass trophies for a first and
third place win in two different chal-
lenges within their category of one to
eight officers, netting them the equiva-
lent of $25,000 to use toward purchas-
ing equipment for the department.

WSPD placed first in the overall
Florida Law Enforcement Challenge
and earned 15,000 points and third in
the DUI Challenge and earned 10,000
points. The Jasper Police Department,

who participated in the same category
as WSPD came in third place in the
Law Enforcement Challenge.

The challenges allow law enforce-
ment agencies of like patrol officer size
to compete against each other for their
overall traffic education and enforce-
ment program.

The Florida Law Enforcement Liai-
son (LEL) Program is a grant funded
program sponsored by the Florida
Department of Transportation
(FDOT) and the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHT-
SA). The goal is to reduce traffic relat-
ed fatalities and injuries by working
with law enforcement agencies across
the state to boost safety belt use, re-

duce drunk driving and encourage
traffic safety initiatives. The LEL Pro-
gram has developed the Florida Law
Enforcement Challenge, Florida Motor
Unit Challenge, Florida DUI Chal-
lenge, and the Florida Click It or Tick-
et Challenge in an effort to achieve
their goal.
Florida Law Enforcement Challenge
The Florida Law Enforcement Chal-

lenge rewards the best overall traffic
safety programs in Florida. The areas
of concentration include efforts to en-
force laws and educate the public
about occupant protection, impaired
driving, and speeding, and other ar-
eas of traffic safety. Departments
submit an application that docu-

ments their agency's efforts and ef-
fectiveness in these areas.

Florida DUI Challenge
The Florida DUI Challenge Initia-

tive rewards law enforcement agen-
cies that dedicate a significant level
of resources to impaired driving en-
forcement, awareness and training.
The goal is to reduce the number of
alcohol-related crashes, fatalities, and
injuries that occur in Florida by in-
creasing DUI enforcement and public
awareness of the state’s alcohol- re-
lated crash problem.

Each agency that placed in their
category was awarded traffic safety
equipment for use in education and
enforcement within their community.

White Springs Police Department wins two law enforcement challenges.  - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

WSPD takes first place in
law enforcement challenge

HONOR ROLL
4th Nine Weeks

North Hamilton
Elementary

Sixth Grade
LUKE ADKINS
DWAYNE BALL
KAYLEE
BOATWRIGHT
ZACHARY BROWN
BRITTANY HASTY
HANNAH LAW
TAYLOR SMITH
MADISON CAMP
DAKOTA CORBY
FRANCISCO DIEGO JR.
GLORIA GANDY
SETH JOHNSON
MEGAN MURPHY
MARK PRUETER
JOSHUA URZUA-DIAZ
HALEY WHEELER
MARTINA WILLIAMS
GAUGE ADAMS
BRIANA AGUERO
TAYLOR LEEZ

Sixth Grade

Kindergarten

First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

South Hamilton
Elementary

MATTHEW BERRY
KALABE CASON
BRENTLEY CRIBBS
AUSTIN FORTE-PASS

ZIMERIA LEWIS
KIERA MACDONALD
JAVEN MCCLELLAN
LE'ASIA MCCLOUD
BO MCDANIEL
JAEDA MCMILLIAN
ALEX SMITH
ALEXIS STORMANT
RILEY STORMANT
JALIYAH WATSON
TRENTON WEBB
MICHAELA WHITE
JORDAETON
YOUMANS
ISABELLA YOUNG

DEVIN BOLES
KINGSTON BROOKER
ROGELIO COBOS
COLE CONWAY
NEVADA COOKS
KAYLEN DUNGAN
SKYE FLOURNOY
LUCAS HAMMOCK
KAYDEN HAWKINS
LILYANN LAW
WILLIAM LEIS
O'NYA NEWSOME
SKYLER  PEREZ
WILLIAM POWELL
ANGELI PROMOTOR-
SANCHEZ
SARAH REID
DE'ASHA THOMAS

MY'ASIA TILLIE
RAVEN TOMLINSON
DEONTE' TURNER
CARL VANZANT
JI'ZAYVIAN WILSON
KELLEYONA
YOUMANS

Pre-K

MEGAN ALLEN
BURKE FOSTER
MERSADIE GASKINS
SELENE GOMEZ
LATAVIUS HIGHLAND
CHASE HOWARD
ZAMARION JONES
CHRISTOPHER JORDAN
NEVAEH  MILLS
CLOE MISHOE
JOHNATHEN ROWE
AYDEN TOMLINSON
COURTNEY WRIGHT

JACOVEN BROOKER
DWIGHT CHANEY II
KYLIE FENDER
KOLTON FREW
PITIONNIA GIBBONS
ASHLEY HETTICH
SAM HILLHOUSE
ISAIAH JIMENEZ
ZI'YONNA JONES
KRISTIYANA JORDAN

JAMES LANE
LEONDRA MCCLOUD
DIEGO MCKIRE
AUSTIN MERCER
BRIANA POWELL
RAVYN ROBERSON
REESE ROBERSON
ISAIAH ROBINSON
KALEB SKINNER
KAYLA STORMANT
ASHTON TOMLINSON
ASHTON TUCKER
MICHEAL WRIGHT

KENZIE DUNGAN
GRAISON FULLER
LINCOLN HAMMOCK
MACY MCDANIEL
NEIL WHITT
CHANCE CHERRY
ELORA MCGUIRE
CALEB POPE
NATALIE FOURAKER
LOGAN  SMITH

JOSHUA TOWNSEND
ZACHARY  CASON
SHELLY JONES
TENIJA MARTIN
JADEN MERCER
JAZLYN WATSON

ANDREA CROMARTIE
SYDNEY ELMORE
TYLER FORD
MCKAYLA SMALL
AZARIA THOMPKINS
KADEN WHITT
DANIEL BENNETT
SANDRA JIMENEZ
MADISON LEE
MARK MILES
TRAVIS POWELL
SHARI TROY
PE'TRESSE WEBB

DANIELLE BENNETT
DIAMOND JONES
ALLISON OGBURN
MCKENZIE  SHIPP
NATHAN STEWART
DAISY SALAZAR
JAYME WETHERING-
TON
HAILEY WILLIAMS
CELEENEY WOOD
PATRICK FAIRNOT
CHEYENNE HOWARD

FOSTER BRISTOL
KANIYAH BURCH
NATHAN FOURAKER
BENJAMIN THOMAS
BREUNNA JORDAN

Non-Partisan political
rally at the VFW

The Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Hamilton
County Memorial Post
8095, will host a non-
partisan political rally
Thursday, Aug. 14, at
the post building locat-
ed one mile east of
Jasper on Hwy. 6.   The
formal speaking will
begin promptly at 6
p.m.  The post will be
open at 1 p.m. for any
candidate wishing to
set up signs, literature,
etc. 

There will be no meal
served, but cake and
coffee or tea will be
available prior to the
formal speaking. Every-
one is invited to come
out and meet the candi-
dates prior to the
speeches. 

In order to prepare a
schedule of those who
will be speaking, all
candidates desiring to
be on the program are
asked to respond no lat-
er than August 11 to:

Lamar Royals
Phone: 386-792-3381
Mail: P.O. Box 871
Jasper, FL 32052

Due to the number of
candidates, we ask that
speeches be limited to
three minutes. Immedi-
ately following the pro-
gram the VFW will hold
a fundraiser drawing.
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On Tuesday, July 15, PotashCorp

White Springs Public Affairs Manager
Mike Williams presented the Hamil-
ton County Board of County Commis-
sioners with a check in the amount of

$15,000 to go toward the Veterans
Memorial Park project in downtown
Jasper.
PotashCorp also donated $30,000 to

the project in Sept. 2013.
“This entire board appreciates all

you do,” Commission Chair Josh
Smith said to Williams.

Vet park receives $15K from PotashCorp

(L-R) Commissioners Josh Smith, Robert Brown, Beth Burnam, Randy Ogburn and Buster Oxendine accept a generous donation from Mike Williams of
PotashCorp for the veterans park. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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We had several positive comments
on last week's article and we thank
you.  Some want to know more about
what Jesus had to say about Hell and
about “The New World Translation” of
the Bible.

One of the clearest teaching in the
Word of God on the place of eternal
torment is found in Luke 16:19-31.
First of all, this is not a parable.  In no
parable did Jesus name a name; but it
does not matter if it is or is not, it is a
true saying.  All the parables Jesus
spoke (about 29) was to illustrate a
truth.  So parable or not, Jesus says
there is a place of torments for those
who do not accept Christ as their per-
sonal Savior.  Notice He said “tor-
ments” (pleural).

Dr. David Jeremiah said of verse 23
“The Bible clearly states that all people
created in the image of the eternal
God, will be alive somewhere forever

– either in the presence of almighty
God, enjoying endless fellowship with
Him, or in the torments of hell.  These
are the only two possibilities.” To deny
that Jesus taught there is a place of tor-
ments called Hell is to brand Him a liar
and say the Word of God is not true.

Any attempt to omit Hell, as “The
New World Translation” of the bible
does, is a serious matter.  Revelation
22:18-19 says: “For I testify to every-
one who hears the words of the prophe-
cy of this book:  If anyone adds to these
things, God will add to him the plagues
that are written in this book; and if any-
one takes away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part form the Book of Life,
from the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book.”

Here are some other serious mis-
translations they have done.  The New
World Translation renders the Greek
term word stauros (“cross”) as “torture
stake” because they do not believe that
Jesus was crucified on a cross.  The
New World Translation does not trans-
late the Greek words sheol, hades,
gehenna, and tartarus as “hell” because
they do not believe in hell.  The NWT
gives the translation “presence” instead
of “coming” for the Greek word parou-
sia because they believe that Christ has
already returned in the early 1900s.  In

Colossians 1:16, the NWT inserts the
word “other” despite its being com-
pletely absent form the original Greek
text.  It does this to give the view that
“all other things” were created by
Christ, instead of what the test says,
“all things were created by Christ.”
This is to go along with their belief that
Christ is a created being, which they
believe because they deny the Trinity.

The most welll-known of all the
New World Translation perversions is
John 1:1.  The original Greek text
reads, “the Word was God.”  The NWT
renders it as “the word was god.”  This
is not a matter of correct translation,
but of reading one's preconceived the-
ology into the text, rather than allowing
the text to speak for itself.  There is no
indefinite article in Greek (in English,
“a” or “an”), so any use of an indefinite
article in English must be added by the
translator.  This is grammatically ac-
ceptable, so long as it does not change
the meaning of the text.  There are
many other areas mis-translated in the
NWT.

Our goal is not to be negative about
people's beliefs but teach the truth as
best we can.  Everything we do is out
of love and not of malice.

Hugh G. Sherrill
Pastor Philippi Baptist Church

A few years ago I was
teaching a pre-marital cur-
riculum to a young engaged
couple.  As we began talk-
ing about conflict resolution
and communication strug-
gles, they shared with me
the strategy they planned to
use in order to have a suc-
cessful marriage: “Since we
are Christians, instead of
worrying about how to
solve relationship problems,
we are just going to pray
and trust God that we won’t
have any!”  

Did I mention this couple
was very young?  I repeat
this only because any of us
who have lived more than a
few years already know
how this strategy will work,
yet we may still struggle to
understand the reason.  The
Bible records the words of
Jesus on this matter in John
16:33, “…in this world, you
will have trouble.” No get-
ting around it- trouble is
here. 

In the original Greek lan-
guage of the New Testa-
ment, this word trouble
means “pressure”.  Daily we
face the pressure to 2

“Consider it pure joy, my
brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, be-
cause you know that the
testing of your faith devel-
ops perseverance.  Persever-
ance must finish its work so
that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking any-
thing.”

According to these vers-
es, our struggles are actually
opportunities for us to ma-
ture, for our character to be
shaped, and for us to be
transformed into the person
that God intended us to be.
Perseverance means to be
steadfast, and in the New

HEART 
MATTERS

Does Jesus Believe in Hell – Part 2

Testament it represents the
characteristic of a man who
is not swerved from his de-
liberate purpose and his loy-
alty to faith by even the
greatest trials and sufferings.
This deliberate purpose in
our lives and in our relation-
ships should always be to
honor God, and we accom-
plish this by being the proof
that doing life His way
works!  When the pressure
is great to be selfish, we can
choose to give; when the
pressure is great to fight for
our own way, we can opt
what is best for the relation-
ship.  These are the tests that
develop steadfastness.
Rarely does God call us to
passively sit by while He
works in our life, but rather
He gives us opportunities to
participate with Him in the
work He is doing.  In order
to respond well to these op-
portunities, we would all do
well to develop some basic
relationship skills!

In response to the young
couples’ strategy, of course
we can pray that bad things
won’t happen, and some-
times God will answer
“yes”, but when we see how
God uses the struggles in
our lives, we can better un-
derstand why He allows
them.  It is because our
hearts matter!

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a weekly
column written by Angie
Land, Director of the Fami-
ly Life Ministries of the
Lafayette Baptist Associa-
tion, where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage and
family conferences and of-
fers biblical counseling to
individuals, couples and
families.  Contact Angie
with questions or comments
at angieland3@wind-
stream.net

Submitted 

Thanks to above-average rainfall earlier this year
and ongoing conservation efforts by the Department
of Environmental Protection, springs on Florida’s his-
toric Suwannee River are bouncing back from pro-
longed droughts that impacted flow from 2006-12.

In fact, one 50-mile portion of the river is now re-
ceiving more than three times as much groundwater
from springs as was recorded during the height of the
2012 drought when record-low groundwater levels
and river flows were recorded after back-to-back
droughts starting in 2006.

Those are the findings recently reported by the
Suwannee River Water Management District, which
charts water flow and water levels on the Suwannee
as well as many of the springs that feed the river.

“Seeing springs on the Suwannee River flowing at
near-record levels is inspiring,” said DEP Secretary
Herschel T. Vinyard Jr. “We appreciate the great sci-
entific work by Dr. Ann Shortelle and her team at the
Suwannee River Water Management District to iden-
tify the most effective solutions to preserve and pro-
tect our precious water resources for years to come. I
also want to thank local government, environmental
stakeholders and the great staff at DEP for their terrif-
ic efforts."

The district reports that a 50-mile stretch from the
Suwannee River State Park to the town of Branford is
now seeing a contribution of 1,500 million more gal-
lons per day from groundwater flowing into the river
via springs compared to 2012. That groundwater
comes from many of the nearly 300 springs that feed
the river daily.

"The flow of the Suwannee is doubling between
Suwannee River State Park and Branford," said
Megan Wetherington, a senior professional engineer
with the SRWMD. "That's from all the springs along
the river. We've been busy measuring flow at most of
the popular ones, and it's been great seeing all the peo-
ple enjoying these beautiful resources."

Wetherington said above-average rainfall the past
two years has contributed to the increased water flow.

The SRWMD has been recording groundwater lev-
els near the Suwannee for the past 30 years. The latest
hydroconditions report shows overall groundwater
levels rank near the 90th-percentile since the monthly
measurements began.

In other words, only 10 percent of the measure-
ments in the past 30 years have been higher than this
latest report.

“The monitoring tells us that the springs' conditions
are at least back to where we were in 2005 – after two
hurricanes in 2004 followed by a wet winter,” Wether-
ington said.

To learn more about Florida's springs, visit
http://www.floridasprings.org/.

Suwannee River bounces
back from prolonged drought 

Arrest Record
Editor's note:  The Jasper

News prints the entire arrest
record.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are later
found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we will
be happy to make note of this
in the newspaper when judi-
cial proof is presented to us
by you or the authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton County
Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police De-
partment

JNPD - Jennings Police
Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforcement

P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee Coun-

ty Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department
July 25, Jeff Derrell

Pierce, 35, 1564 NW Bas-
com Norris Drive, Lake
City, Fla., accessory after
the fact 2nd degree murder,
accessory after the fact agg
batt, accessory after the fact
shooting into occupied vehi-
cle: HCSO - Williams

July 26, Martin Luther
Clay Sr., 45, 704 E Hatley,
Jasper, Fla., battery on a
LEO, resisting officer
with, disorderly intox in

public place: JAPD - Mc-
Donald

July 26, Martin Luther
Clay Jr., 23, 704 E Hatley,
Jasper, Fla., resist officer,
disorderly intox in public:
JAPD - McDonald

July 26, Jessica Detoria
Davis, 26, 959 NE Anne
Mattox St., Lake City, Fla.,
DWLS, hold for Columbia
Co. S.O. #1302026mm
(VOP poss. of marijuana):
JAPD

July 26, Tkeyah Makita
Thomas, 20, 10494 NW
36th Drive, Jasper, Fla., re-
sist w/o violence: JAPD -
Harvey
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Central Hamilton
Elementary

Pre-K
KAMRON ASH
ERIKA BLANCO
JA’VION DAVIS
SEAN DUNHAM
KELTON JOHNSON
LUKAS LOVE
SONYA MATTHEWS
AKING MITCHELL
BRIELLE MORRELL
FELICITY PEREZ
KYLIE REDDISH
PHOENIX RICKEY
SHANIYA SANTANA
ADISON STEEDLEY
JA’LAYAH STRICKLAND
JAYDA TICE
PEYTON VASQUEZ
JAYTON WALLS
JAYDEN WALLS

Kindergarten
SARAH ARMSTRONG
MALLORY BLUE
JAVODRICK BRISTOL
D.J.BROWN
JA’KIYA COBBS
BLAKE DILLON
JESSICA DROSOPOULOS
JA’KAVIOUS DUBOSE
DE’DRIC FORBES
TRISTON FRY
LATORIA GIBBONS
RODRENA GIBBONS
KYLER HART
TANIYA JONES
JADIS MCFADDEN
DYLAN REDDISH
KATELYN ROBERSON
TA’NIJAH SOWELL
MAYA STEEN
JON’DARIOUS TEMPLE
BRANDON ATWOOD
KYLE BROWN
PRACEDZ CHATMON
KAMERA COHEN
PAYTEN CORBETT
SEANA CORBETT
AISIA DANIELS
ARIE HAWKINS
AMOS HILL
ALEXANDRIA HUGHES
AMIAH JOHNSON
KAMARI JOHNSON
TAMIAH JOHNSON
JAKALA MCCALLUM
KYLE ROBIDOUX
RICKY ROBINSON
ADASIA SMITH
NITA TEMPLE
AIDEN WETHERINGTON
LAUREN BROWN
MELONIE DAVIS
JACOI HAWKINS
XA'VION HENLEY
JACOB JOHNS
AMARI JOHNSON
MAKENZIE LEE
ABIGAIL MADDEN
ARYANNA MITCHELL
AMELIA MONTAGUE
RENA MORRISON
TNAYIA OWENS
GEORGIA PERRY
KANIYA RODRIGUEZ
ADRIANNA TICE
DESMOND WILLIAMS
ELLIS WRIGHT

First Grade
AIRIEANNA ADAMS
JORDAN BROWN
LAMARIA BROWN
ALLEN BRYANT
IZAK BURNETT
SHEMARI’ CARTER
JAVIAR COHEN
CHRISTINA COMBASS
SEAN CORBETT

JIMMY DAVIS
JHAKI DUBOSE
TYLER FOLSOM
RODERICK GIBBONS
DESMOND GIBBONS
AMIYA HARRIS
JEDARIUS HAWKINS
TASIA HOUSTON
TYQUERIA HUGHES
KALIYAH   HUTCHERSON
PRIA INGRAM
ASIYA IQBAL
PRINCESS JACKSON
KARMARI JOHNSON
PARIS JOHNSON
NY'KERRIA JONES
AIYANNA KENNEDY
GRACIE LUALLEN
SIRRUS  MARSHALL
OPHELIA MARSHALL
LEONOR MELO
SEBASTIAN
MITCHELL-SANCHEZ
CHARVIN NEWSOME
MACIE PADGETT
DA'MIYA REED
DA'NIYA REED
JALIYAH SAPP
BREANNA SIMONE
JA' MARION SMITH
ALAN SOUTHLAND III
ALLISON STRICKLAND
CORTAYSIA VAUGHN
CHARLES WALLS
JACORY WILKERSON
DE’SYRIUS WILLIAMS
MARKAYLA
WILLIAMSON
ANNA-MARIE WOR-
THINGTON
DOYLE  WORTHINGTON
ARIEL ZIPPERER

Second Grade
AMARI ARTHUR
GRACIE BALL
TYION COHENS
KAILEY CRIBBS
HAILEY  CRIBBS
MAKIYAH DANIELS
CLAYTON DUNAWAY
ALEXIS FENNELL
RUSSELL FRY III
ALEANA GALLEGOS
SHALAYAH GREEN
LUKE HUTTON
YUSAF IQBAL
SALIMAH IQBAL
NYKOL JACKSON
GABRIELLE JOHNSON
KEONDRICK MCCLOUD
ALALIYAH MCFADDEN
JAMES MITCHELL
NIGERIA PIERCE
BAILEY REGISTER
VALEREY REYNOLDS
ALEXUS ROBIDOUX
CASSI TAYLOR
KAJAE VAUGH
JEFFERY WALLS
KACY WARREN
TYANNA WHITE
ANAYA WRIGHT

Third Grade
TIMOTHY JOHNS
KYLA JOHNSON
ARIANNA MCCLAIN
SARAH NEEDHAM
ROMAN PEREZ
SHANNON WHEELER
DALTON WIGGINS
ELIZABETH BARNHART
J'YON BRISTOL
JULIA BRISTOL
BREA DAVIS
CHRISTIAN DYE
ALISSIA HARRIS
JEROME HAWKINS
KEYARIS JONES

Fourth Grade
TRISTON CARTER
ELIJAH GRANTHAM
ORANE HUGHES
DEWAYNE JACKSON
JAMES SWIFT
TIMOTHY WARFEL
MA'KAYLAH AARON
JEREMIAH BROWN
JAHIRAH  DANIELS
GRACIELA GALLEGOS
BRITLEE HAWKINS
DEVAN HAWKINS
AMAYA  JOHNSON
VIDAL LANIER
AMARION PAUL
MATTHEW REGISTER
LIBERTY REGISTER
BAILEY SWAYZE
KATHERINE  WARREN
NU'QUISYA ANDERSON

RACHEL ARMSTRONG
DE'YAHNA DANIELS
AUTUMN REGISTER
KEY'UNDREA ZANDERS
CALEB DEAS
ERIC GIBBS
TIMOTHY HALL
SHAMERIA LANIER
JHEBARI MARTIN
JAMARIAN MITCHELL
ZACHARY RAINISH
ANDREA SERRANO
HOLLY SINGLETARY
KEERIN SWAYZE
BRIDGETT WILSON

Fifth Grade

KELTON ALLEN
FRANK DANIELS
JADEN FLOYD
ASHLEY HAND
KALYNDA HECK
JAQUAVION HOUSTON
NOAH KERSEY
BRIANNA MITCHELL
MALAKAI PEREZ
KIM REYNOLDS
GARY WRIGHT
ISAIAH BAKER
DALTON CARNLEY
KASSONDRA CARTER
BRIANNA CLARIDY
KALEB DUNAWAY
BERNYDRA FEDERICK
SARAH GODWIN
JORDAN HARRIS
DEMEATRIONA HAWKINS
HADIYA IQBAL
TYQUAN IVEY
EMILY JOHNSON
SUSAN JOHNSON
CHADRICK MCCLAIN
JANIRIA MILES
ZHYMIRI NELSON
DALEAH NIXON
ISRAEL ORTEGA
KYLA SANDS
LAKAVIA SMITH
MYKELTI WHITE
KEY'SHUN ZANDERS
JOSHUA CLARIDY
PRESTON  HALL
TRENT HENDERSON
JACARIYON HOUSTON
JOHN LOVE
JACOB SIMPSON
GREYSON TOMLINSON

Sixth Grade

JAKAYLA LANIER
JA'KEVIONE LEE
DARIAN MOODY
R'YANA MORGAN
ARIANA RICHARDSON
ERIN WALKER
JA'MYIA WILLIAMS
MONAISA HAWKINS
KENYA TURNER

The Hamilton County Healthcare
Strategic Planning Committee (HCH-
SPC) has been hard at work trying to
identify the most pressing health is-
sues in Hamilton County. But we need
your help. 

The HCHSPC is launching the 2014
Hamilton County Healthy Survey so
that we can hear the views of all resi-
dents in Hamilton County when it
comes to the health of our great coun-
ty. This survey will give residents the
opportunity to provide input that will
go into the development of the 2014
Community Health Assessment and
Community Health Improvement
Plan. 

In addition to doing something for
the good of the community, you also
have a chance to win one of three $50
Visa gift cards should you choose to
participate and we draw your survey
from among those surveys of individ-
uals who indicate they wish to be in-
cluded in the drawing. 

There are a couple ways to obtain
the survey. First, go directly to the fol-
lowing website: https://www.survey-
monkey.com/s/hamiltonhealth2014.
Second, call or email Johnny Bullard at
john.bullard@flhealth.gov or 386-792-
1414, extension 235, for information on
where you can pick up a printed copy
of the survey to complete by hand.

WE NEED TO HEAR YOUR VOICE
Hamilton County Healthcare Strategic
Planning Committee survey

A brand new business will be open-
ing up shop in downtown Jasper. Phys-
ical Therapy Works held their ribbon
cutting with the Hamilton County
Chamber of Commerce on Monday,
July 21.

“It was a success!” said Chamber
member Cindy Eatmon. “Well attend-
ed. Folks from Albany, Ga. came to give
their testimonies on Teresa Bristol ther-
apy success stories.”

Many local folks also came out for the
ribbon cutting, as well as chamber

members from Madison, Live Oak and
Jasper. Bristol gave away door prizes
for the kids and adults, and the refresh-
ments were wonderful, Eatmon said.
There was also a question and answer
session, which was very informative.  

Bristol plans to open the doors to the
public on Monday, Aug. 4.

“We are very lucky to have her come
to Jasper,” said Eatmon. “The Hamil-
ton County Chamber of Commerce is
very glad to have her join the cham-
ber.”

New business to open in Jasper

Physical Therapy Works in Jasper opens Aug. 4.  - Courtesy photo
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Call today for booth information!

Rachel Thrasher Noles
229-300-4676
229-269-4514
rachel.thrasher@gaflnews.com

Vendor spaces available:

• Face-to-face interaction with over 800 local seniors

• Generate leads and prospect lists from qualified buyers

• An oppurtunity to expand your brand and build rapport

SHOW SPONSORED BY:

Senior Living
JOIN US!!!
~ for the 14th Annual ~

South Georgia

SHOWCASE

CALL
TODAY!

Space is
limited.

Kelly Brooks Johnson
229-300-2749
229-269-4512
kelly.johnson@gaflnews.com

A morning of information, communication,
demonstrations, door prizes and giveaways!

87
61
21

August 16, 2014
James H. Rainwater Conference Center

9am - 1pm
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7 Passenger

SUPPLIER PRICING
on 2014 1500 Crew Cab...
plus 0% for 72 months on 
ALL 2014 Silverado 1500 

888-304-2277
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN

888-463-6831
4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2014 DODGE DART

V140552

2014 DODGE AVENGER

Q140166

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE

V140462

 2014 RAM 1500 2014 RAM 2500 4 DR                     
4X4 HD

Q140353

2014 RAM 1500 4 DOOR

Q140103

V140369

2014 JEEP PATRIOT

Q140312

2014 RAM 1500 LARAMIE 
4 DR

V140330

V140065

2014 DODGE DURANGO

V140465

2014 CHRYSLER 300 

V140071

8640 HWY 84 WEST
229-263-7561 87

32
72

2014 CHEVY 
SONIC LT

ALL NEW 2015
CHEVY TAHOE

C150015

Hottest Convertible Deal On The Planet!
2013 CHRYSLER 200 

Only 
1 Left

V130342

V150002

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & LEMON LAW FEE OF $3 AND REFLECT ALL APPLICABLE FACTORY REBATES.  VEHICLES MAY BE LO CATED AT EITHER OF 
OUR QUITMAN OR VALDOSTA DEALERSHIPS.  ALL PRICES GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 2, 2014 OR UNTIL VEHICLE IS SOLD, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. 1500 
TRUCKS & AVENGER PRICES INCLUDE $500 REBATE WHEN FINANCED WITH CHRYSLER CAPITAL. LARAMIE 1500 TRUCK INCLUDES $1000 CONQUEST 
REBATE TO CUSTOMER WHO OWN A COMPETITIVE BRAND TRUCK. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ANY OR ALL ADVERTISED PRICE. 

2014 DODGE CHARGER

Q140060

7 Passenger

V140433

2014 DODGE JOURNEY

2014 CHEVY 
CRUZE LT

C140231

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & LEMON LAW FEE OF $3 AND REFLECT ALL APPLICABLE FACTORY REBATES.  VEHICLES ARE 
LOCATED AT OUR QUITMAN DEALERSHIP.  ALL PRICES GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 2, 2014 OR UNTIL VEHICLE IS SOLD, 
WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ANY OR ALL ADVERTISED PRICE. 

Ford Escape 
Owners

Save another 
$1000!

2014 CHEVY EQUINOX

2014 CHEVY 
IMPALA

2014 SILVERADO 1500 LT 4 DR 

2015 SILVERADO 2500 
HEAVY DUTY 4 DR 4X4 2014 SILVERADO 1500 

ALL NEW
C140171

C140162

ALL-STAR EDITION -
 5.3L V8, 18” ALUM WHEELS 

REAR CAMERA, REMOTE START, 
NAVI & MORE!   

 MSRP:  $42,305 
- DISC.     $7,307

C150004

C140206

CLEARANCE 
PRICES ON ALL 

REMAINING 
2014’s!

HURRY!!

2014 JEEP COMPASS

V140314

FIND NEW ROADS

CLEARANCE 
PRICES ON ALL 

REMAINING 
2014’s!

HURRY!!
SUMMER DRIVE

2014 SILVERADO 1500 LT 
    4 DR 4X4                    Z71 

Ed
uc

ato
rs D

iscount - Supplier Pricing

Employees of Educational Institutions
$AVE THOUSAND$

Everybody Knows Chevys Cost Less In Quitman!
0% EXAMPLE: C140162  MSRP: $27,735 - DISCOUNT $885 - $2000 
DOWN, $24,850/72=$345/MONTH, PLUS TAX, TITLE & $3 LEMON LAW.
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