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After five straight

months of above-aver-
age rainfall, June 2014
was the driest the
Suwannee River Water
Management District
(District) has experi-
enced since 1998 and
the 13th driest in 82
years. District wide
rainfall in June was
only 4.57 inches, or 70
percent of the normal

based on records since
1932. While the rivers
are receding, the

SEE JUNE, PAGE 3A
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Today’s Weather

Sunshine and clouds mixed. High
92F. Winds light and variable.

For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The 2013-14 preliminary
school grades and cumulative
district grades for elementary
schools were released by the
Florida Department of Educa-
tion (FDOE) on Friday, July
11, and Hamilton County did
not fare well. 

Central Hamilton Elemen-
tary (CHE) came in with 379
points and scored an F grade,

joining 122 other elementary
schools in the state with the
same failing grade. Last year
CHE scored a D and the year
prior they scored a C. Three
years prior to that CHE scored
an F which placed the school
in an intervention program by
the FDOE. They emerged
from intervene status in 2011
with a C grade.

North Hamilton Elemen-
tary (NHE) scored 466 points
and came away with a C

grade, the same as last year.
The year prior they earned a B
and the year before that an A
grade.

South Hamilton Elementary
(SHE) scored 457 points and
received a C grade, the same
as last year. The year before
that they received a B and the
prior year an A.

Preliminary district grades
were also released and, not
counting the high school
grade that will be released to-

ward the end of this year,
Hamilton County is sitting on
an another F grade, the same
grade they received last year.
In 2012 the district received a
D grade and in 2011 a C
grade.

In contrast, the preliminary
district grade for Lafayette
County is a B grade and
Suwannee County is a C
grade.

School district gets preliminary F grade
Central gets F, North and South get C

School Superintendent
Thomas Moffses SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A company under the code
name of Project Bark has ex-
pressed interest in Hamilton
County. The matter was briefly
discussed at the July 1 meeting
of the Hamilton County Board
of County Commissioners and
then abruptly stalled and ended
due to a client confidentiality
agreement between Project Bark
and the Hamilton County Eco-
nomic Development Authority.

A special called meeting of the
county commissioners about
Project Bark was held on May 6,
at 8 a.m. in the board meeting
room prior to a regular county
commission meeting that began
at 9 a.m. that same day, accord-
ing to Hamilton County Clerk of
Courts Greg Godwin. The
Jasper News was not aware of
the meeting and was not in at-
tendance.

Godwin stated via e-mail on
July 7, “We post the special

called meetings on our bulletin
boards, and send a copy to each
library  and municipality to
be posted as well. The law states
that a special called meeting has
to be posted 24 hours prior to
the meeting time.” 

Godwin also said he would
ensure the Jasper News would
be notified of any future special
called meetings via e-mail.

Officials from the towns of
White Springs and Jasper said
via phone calls on Monday, July
7, that they had no recollection
of being advised of the meeting,
however, Jennings Town Hall
said Town Manager George
Glover was notified by tele-
phone.

The libraries in Jasper and Jen-
nings said they remember post-
ing a notice, but could not recall
any details of it. The White
Springs Library said they had
no recollection of receiving the
notice.

May 6 meeting minutes
According to the minutes of

the May 6 meeting, commission-
ers Josh Smith, Robert Brown,
Randy Ogburn, Beth Burnam
and Buster Oxendine, along
with County Attorney John Mc-
Cormick, County Coordinator
Louie Goodin and Attorney
Cliff Adams were present at the
meeting.

Diane Scholz with the Insti-
tute of Government addressed
the board regarding the recent
meetings with the individuals
who have visited the county
checking sites for the possible
location of Project Bark. The in-
dividuals present introduced
themselves and thanked the
board for the hospitality they re-
ceived. 

County Coordinator Louie
Goodin advised the board that
the group has visited several
available sites and have been
impressed with the county and
the possible incentives that
would be available. The group

The Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners.  - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Project Bark eyes Hamilton County

SEE PROJECT, PAGE 2A

June was driest since 1998

Washington, DC
–  Congressman Ted
Yoho (R-FL-03)
teamed up with Con-
gressman Kurt
Schrader (D-OR-5), to
pass the Veterinary
Medicine Mobility
Act (VMMA) – H. R.
1528, out of the House
last week. This bill
makes modification to
the Controlled Sub-
stances Act and Drug
Enforcement Admin-
istration policy that
currently prohibits
veterinarians from
transporting con-
trolled substances to

Yoho

Yoho’s bill passes
House of

Representatives

administer and treat
patients outside of the
registered location. 

“As a large animal
veterinarian, my op-

SEE YOHO, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County High School took a direct
lightning hit on July 3, striking one of the boilers
at the rear of the complex and knocking out four
air conditioning units, as was explained by Su-

Hamilton County High School.

HCHS takes a
lightning hit

SEE HCHS, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor

@gaflnews.com

On Tuesday, July 8,
Bob Mearns from Florida
Rural Water Association
(RWA) presented a utility

Bob Mearns from Florida Rural Water Association
(RWA) presents a utility rate study to the White
Springs Town Council. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

White Springs to hold utility workshop
Water/wastewater rates will be discussed

rate study to the White
Springs Town Council.
Mearns was asked by the
town to provide the coun-
cil with updated informa-
tion on water and waste-
water rates to ascertain
whether or not current
rates are meeting expens-
es as they begin this
year’s budget process.
“As you may recall, we

had the RWA conduct a
study last year (July),
which provided us with
the information we need-

ed to make some tough
choices during our budget
process,” said Mayor He-
len Miller.
The RWA recommend-

ed that the town increase
wastewater rates to cover
debt service and operating
expenses. Mearns ex-
plained that the base rate
is determined by review-
ing fixed cost expenses
(debt service and infra-
structure repair needs).
The charge per 1,000 gal-
lons is determined by the
operational expenses di-

SEE WHITE, PAGE 5  A

The Suwannee River
Water Management
District (District) Gov-
erning Board has ap-
proved the Tentative
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014
budget of $24.5 mil-
lion. The Governing
Board also approved a
millage rate of 0.4143,
which is the same as
last year. 

Under the proposed

Tentative
budget, millage
rate approved

SEE TENTATIVE, PAGE 3A
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“We’ve looked at, analyzed and re-
analyzed some of the data,” said Su-
perintendent Thomas Moffses. “It
doesn’t do any good now. Once the
tests are taken you move forward.
There are a couple indicators we had,
especially at Central that did not
match up. They did match up in oth-
er areas. In 4th grade writing we took
a hit at Central that was probably
about 40 points lower than we were
projecting in all the work leading up
to that. Some of the science scores
took a hit, more so at Central than the
other locations. Both of those are ar-
eas that we are, since we got the
grades, have looked into items to ad-
dress. We’re trying to make sure we
don’t have that complication again
moving forward.”

Denise Clayton, one of the high
school science teachers has offered
and been approved to transfer to
CHE this coming school year to help
beef up the efforts to teach science to
the kids, Moffses said.  

“We’re going to try to do some col-
laborative things with both North
and South,” said Moffses.

District School Board Board mem-
ber Johnny Bullard said, “Certainly,
I’m disappointed about the results,
but I know that the grades in no way
reflect the hard work that’s been
done by a lot of dedicated staff mem-
bers in this district, and by students
and the encouragement of parents.
My hope is that we will improve next
year. We all bear responsibility for it;
the board, the
superintendent...everyone.”

Another school board member
Gary Godwin stated, “For the past
six years that I’ve been on the board,
we have played musical chairs at
Central, more so than any other
school. We’ve not let people in there
long enough for the kids. Once they
start learning what one style of
teacher is teaching them, we put an-
other teacher in there because we’re
trying to change things. I think Moff-
ses has got good people in the posi-
tions that they need to be in. I think
he’s going to leave them in those po-
sitions and I think you’ll see the
grades turn around. I really do. I
think we’re going in the right direc-
tion, even though the grades do not
indicate that.”

According to the FDOE website, el-
ementary, middle and combination
schools serving elementary and mid-
dle school grade levels are assigned a
school grade based primarily upon

student achievement data from the
Florida Comprehensive Assessment
Test 2.0 (FCAT 2.0), Florida End-of-
Course (EOC) Assessments and the
Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA),
which is administered to cognitively
disabled students for whom the
FCAT 2.0 is not an appropriate as-
sessment. 

FDOE says that school grades com-
municate to the public how well a
school is performing relative to state
standards. The assessment-based
components of all school grades are
calculated based on student achieve-
ment in reading, math, writing and
science, annual learning gains for
each student, as well as the progress
of the lowest quartile of students.
Schools are awarded points for stu-
dents who score satisfactory or high-
er and/or make annual learning
gains.

The Florida Legislature recently
amended the statutes for the upcom-
ing 2014-15 school year to streamline
the school grading process to en-
hance transparency, and refocus on
student success measures. The new
amendment will also accommodate
the adoption of new assessments and
achievement-level standards prior to
the calculation of the preliminary
2014-15 school grades, which will be
used for baseline informational pur-
poses. 

Since 1999, when Florida imple-
mented the A-F school grading sys-
tem, accountability standards have
steadily been raised and expanded,
and more changes are coming for the
2014-15 school year.

Concerning the F grade, Moffses
said, “It’s very discouraging to see.
We’ve got wonderful teachers that
pour their heart out, day in and day
out. You can never say that they
don’t work hard, because they do.
It’s just an item that we have to deal
with that’s factual and we’ll move
forward.”

According to Moffses, the FDOE’s
Differentiated Accountability (DA)
team is set to arrive in Hamilton
County on July 31 to meet with the
management teams at the schools
and map out what is expected from
both sides.

“They will also be back the first
week of school to work with our
teachers during the first Professional
Development day,” Moffses said.
“We’re going to continue to move
forward and attack this.”

For more information on school
grades, you can log on to
http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org.

School district gets
preliminary F grade

Continued From Page 1A
perintendent Thomas
Moffses at the July 14
meeting of the school
board where the tem-
perature in the room
was a tad warm.

“Two of them are

back up and one chiller
is running full capaci-
ty,” said Moffses. “The
other two are being re-
placed as we speak.”

“This facility is light-
ning prone,” said Gen-
eral Services Coordina-
tor Chuck Lambert.

HCHS takes a lightning hit
Continued From Page 1A

stated they are definitely interested in
learning more about the county. The
group and the board discussed the
pros and cons of the project, as well as
the number of direct and indirect jobs
associated with the project. After a
lengthy discussion, the group extend-
ed an invitation for the board and/or
staff to visit sites that are in opera-
tion, and again thanked the board for
their hospitality. 

There being no further business be-
fore the board, the chairman ad-
journed the meeting at 8:37 a.m.

July 1 commission meeting
Project Bark was a late addition to

the agenda and did not make the
printed advertisement that ran in the
June 26 Jasper News. Goodin began
by saying the company (Project Bark)
had made inquiries about tax abate-
ments for their project. 

“I’ve supplied you with informa-
tion on the particulars of what they’re
asking for and this mock grant re-
quest that was suggested by County
Attorney John McCormick,” said
Goodin.

McCormick asked Goodin if there
was a confidentiality agreement be-
tween him and the company and
Goodin said, “Not with me, at this
point in time. I haven’t entered into
any, but the Hamilton County Eco-
nomic Development Authority has, if
I’m not mistaken. I’ve had limited
amounts of information said to me.”

Susan Ramsey from the develop-
ment authority was in the audience
and told the board that yes, there was
a confidentiality agreement between
the development authority and the
company.

“They’ve just asked that their infor-

mation be kept confidential,” she
said. “It was assigned a code name of
Project Bark.”

The reason for the code name, she
said, is so that no one will know who
they are or what they do in detail.

“It can be a generic manufacturing
company to describe that,” said Ram-
sey. “With a confidentiality agree-
ment, we are not allowed to disclose
the company name.”

Commissioner Burnam asked if an
eight o’clock meeting the board had
with the company (on May 6) was a
public meeting and Godwin said yes
it was. 

“So, as far as we were concerned it
was a public meeting, right?” she
asked. “If we had an eight o’clock
public meeting with these men who
sat and disclosed all of this to us, are
we bound by any type of confiden-
tiality?”

Local attorney Cliff Adams told
her, “You can’t have any confidential-
ity. You’ve got to go out into the sun-
shine.”

“So, what we’re dealing with on
our end is totally different from the
development authority, right?” Bur-
nam asked Adams.

“Yes,” Adams said. “Everything
you do on this board is subject to the
Sunshine Law.”

Commissioner Oxendine said, “I
agree with Burnam. They scheduled a
meeting here with us and they sat
here and presented their whole plan,
their specifics, how much wood
they...you know, what they needed,
all the products, even the site loca-
tions. I mean, once they did this, it’s
public information and everybody
that you see is aware of it.”

Burnam said, “I do respect Ms.
Ramsey’s position because she does

have to follow her guidelines...”
Ramsey interrupted, stating, “I’m

just sharing with you under my
guidelines what has been shared with
me. You held a public meeting here
and that meeting was for you and the
company, and what you discussed. I
am in no way telling you not to dis-
cuss what was discussed with you, or
have any discussion you want. That
just pertains to me with the develop-
ment authority.”

“They sent a proposal to us, a re-
quest, I guess you would say, as to
what they want,” said Oxendine.
“The only way I’m going to arrive to
a response is to discuss it, and the
only place I can discuss it is right
here. They sent a request in and if
they’re waiting on a response, we
have to discuss it.”

Commissioner Josh Smith inter-
rupted and said before anything more
was discussed, he wanted to know if
the board was violating any statutes.

Adams said there is a statutory pro-
cedure that must be followed for tax
abatements.

“It’s something that’s authorized
by referendum, there’s limitations on
it, there’s public hearings that are
called for...this is a decision that af-
fects a lot of people,” Adams said.
“What I get they are asking for is
some kind of advisory opinion from
the board about what you’re going to
do in the future after all these hear-
ings are held and you’ve got all this
information in hand. I advise that you
don’t do that...that you don’t pre-
judge this thing. Certainly, I think
you can tell them that they’re going to
get a fair hearing and you’re all fa-
vorably disposed toward it.”

“So, basically, there’s nothing that
we can do at this point in time,” Ox-

endine said to Adams.
“There’s nothing I would recom-

mend you do at this point in time,”
Adams replied.

Attorney McCormick briefly ex-
plained to the board all the Florida
statutes that needed to be followed
with regard to offering tax abate-
ments to a potential new business
that include how many new jobs a
company would create in the county.

Commissioner Randy Ogburn said
he thought the board should at least
respond to the company to let them
know they were still interested in
bringing them into the county and
that they would get a fair hearing.

Goodin said he has received some
documents from the company, al-
though no financials yet. Ramsey said
she has not received the information
she has asked for yet, either. Ramsey
and the board agreed to share any in-
coming information from the compa-
ny with each other.

Smith said his first concern is
whether or not the company had the
financial means to produce what they
said they could.

“What’s their intent and can they
afford to do what they want to do?”
Smith added.

Goodin said, “I do know that there
is a financial statement being translat-
ed right now. I haven’t seen it and I
haven’t requested it because I don’t
really know that my office needs it
unless y’all want to see it for propri-
etary reasons. It is forthcoming in the
next few days.”

Smith asked Goodin to compose a
letter to the company that the county
was still interested and to keep it on a
positive note. McCormick said he
would be willing to assist Goodin in
composing the letter.

Project Bark eyes Hamilton County
Continued From Page 1A

erating room wasn't al-
ways in an office. Most
times, it was in the
field. Expecting ranch-
ers to transport their
livestock to a veteri-
nary clinic every time
medication is needed is
an example of overly
burdensome policy cre-
ated  by bureaucrats
rather than the folks

Yoho’s bill passes House
of Representatives
Continued From Page 1A who know the issue,”

said Yoho. “This bill
will correct that prob-
lem and allow veteri-
narians to practice their
profession without fear
of unnecessary govern-
ment intrusion. I am
thankful for my col-
league and good friend,
Representative Schrad-
er's hard work on this
issue and look forward
to this legislation being
signed into law.”

The VMMA was
passed in the Senate by
unanimous consent,
clearing the way for this
legislation to be enacted
into law.

“There are a lot of rea-
sons why it is that way.
It needs a different
grounding system and
we’re into that now to al-
leviate our lightning
strikes. This particular
time it hit the boilers and
cooler units. It bounced
all over the place inside
that facility.”

Lambert said the same
thing happened last year
around April-May. 

“It’s what ended up
damaging our auditori-
um,” he said. “That’s
where we spent about
$60,000 trying to fix
that.”

The power company,
Lambert said, has told
him the grounding sys-
tem at HCHS is suffi-
cient, but he disagrees.
Lambert said he has
made some recommen-
dations that he thinks
are prudent to imple-
ment. Meanwhile, until
the system is fully opera-
tional, which will be any
day now, he said, he has
made some adjustments
to compensate for the lack
of air conditioning in cer-
tain parts of the complex.
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take them to’.
Having said all that, what follows felt like an origi-

nal experience to me, but I know that it is one shared
to some degree by hundreds of thousands of people
over thousands of years, yet it remains deeply person-
al and feels very original. 

There are personal moments in all of our lives that
we never forget, that are stamped indelibly on our
memories and woven permanently into the fabric of
our life’s experiences. I experienced one of those mo-
ments the first time I crossed the bridge over the
Suwannee River on my first visit to White Springs. We
stopped our car and I got out and looked at the fabled
Suwannee and thought, "Finally, I get to actually see it,
after singing about it since I was old enough to re-
member, here it really is." And then a reverie set in,
and after several minutes of peaceful contemplation I
realized the Suwannee was not an "it" but rather, at
least for me, a "she". I stood there on the bridge for a
long time and I really didn't want to leave, for I was in
love. Love at first sight and a love that has grown
stronger over the years.  It’s not a jealous or possessive
love, for I know that I must share her with many oth-
ers who love her too, but it is a protective love and I
don’t abide the actions of those who disrespect my
sweetheart, my love, my Suwannee.

Generally speaking, most fishermen respect the riv-
er, for they experience her beauty and her bounty too.
Along those lines, Rooster’s Outfitters of White
Springs hosted their first fishing tournament on July
5th.   I entered, only caught two fish, and once again
proved the old adage that even a blind dog can find a
bone now and then, by winning first place in the crap-
pie division.  It was a HUGE crappie that put up a ter-
rific fight and towed us down the river all the way to
the Gulf of Mexico in less than an hour.  Fortunately
we were able to turn the fish around and he towed us
back to White Springs in time for the weigh-in.  Other
prize winners were; 1st Place Bass - DJ Morgan, 2nd
Place Bass - Dwight Morgan, 1st Place Brim - Daniel
Morgan.  First place in the Kids Division with a mighty
big brim was Gabe Franklin!  Way to go Gabe, and
congratulations to everyone who participated.  I told

The other day someone
questioned the originality
of something I posted in
this column.  I confessed,
with no shame whatsoev-
er, that sometimes I
“steal” ideas, that I often
borrow information, and
that indeed probably
nothing that I or anyone
else writes is truly origi-

my tale and I’m sure you all have stories to tell too! 
Roosters said they were so happy with the event

that they have decided to host a fishing contest the 1st
Saturday of each month.  I hope lots of people come to
White Springs and try to deny me the pleasure of win-
ning twice. Call Keith at Rooster’s for more informa-
tion. 386-397-2724.

The Stephen Foster Coffee House has a new host,
park ranger Kim Rivers.  I know that Kim will bring a
new level of talent and excitement to this event.  Wel-
come aboard Kim.  We look forward to celebrations of
new and true talents in future Coffee Houses.

Speaking of true talent, Happy 8th Birthday to Sam
Hillhouse!  Sam is learning to play the guitar.  I first
heard Sam sing and play a few months ago and I be-
lieve he is going to have a lot of fun with music in his
life if he keeps it up.  Sam is a lucky boy because he has
caring parents and also some musical mentors who
take the time and patience to teach and encourage
him.  Never does a person stand so tall as when they
bend down to help a child!   Keep practicing Sam, and
Happy Birthday!  

Happy Birthday wishes also go out to Patricia Har-
rington who recently celebrated her birthday with her
sister Doris Redic and her friends Pam Pettyjohn,
Yvonne and Dorothy Bryant, Becky Dieffenbach and
Merri McKenzie.  These gals know how to have fun!

I have received several good reports on the new
lunch menu at the Telford Hotel.  We are lucky to have
three restaurants in White Springs.  Fat Bellies, Family
Traditions, and the Telford, each having their own dis-
tinctive menu and flavor of dining experience. If you
haven’t been out much lately, you should check them
out.  It will be good for your appetite and it’s good for
business, too.

Once again I’ll remind you that I’m constantly on
the lookout for more good news.  I check my email of-
ten and look forward to hearing from you.  I hope to
see you out and about, pursuing your passion and en-
joying your life in White Springs!  

Walter McKenzie
386-269-0056

lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

nal. More importantly, I strive for what I write to be
authentic.  This seemed to shock my questioner so I ex-
pounded somewhat about this quote from screen-
writer and author Jim Jarmusch.  “Nothing is original.
Steal from anywhere that resonates with inspiration or
fuels your imagination.  Devour old films, new films,
music, books, paintings, photographs, poems, dreams,
random conversations, architecture, bridges, street
signs, trees, clouds, bodies of water, light and shad-
ows.  Select only things to steal from that speak direct-
ly to your soul.  If you do this, your work (and theft)
will be authentic.  Authenticity is invaluable; original-
ity is non-existent.  And don’t bother concealing your
thievery – celebrate it if you feel like it.  Remember that
‘it’s not where you take things from – it’s where you

Obituaries
Thera Elizabeth 

Morgan
May 1, 1929
July 3, 2014

T
hera Elizabeth

Morgan, 85, of
J e n n i n g s ,

passed away peacefully
on Thursday July 3, 2014
at the Lake City Medical
Center after a sudden ill-
ness. She was born May
1, 1929 in Jennings to the
late Joe Dean and Edith
Elizabeth Burnham
Deas. She has lived all of
her live in Jennings and
was a homemaker for
much of that time. She
was very active in her
church, Burnham Christ-
ian Church and loved to
shop. She collected
many tea pots and dolls;
catching many of them
on sale and rushing
home to show her hus-
band of 67 years Doyle
Carlton Morgan the deal
she had found. She also
loved her coffee and
loved having a cup with
her friends. 

She is preceded in
death by her daughter:
Joan Elizabeth Morgan
Franklin her sister:
Jeaneath Roy and broth-
er: Harold Deas.

She is survived by her
loving husband of 67
years: Doyle Carlton
Morgan of Jennings; her
two sons: Ronnie Mor-
gan (Louise) of Jennings
and Donnie Morgan of
Tallahassee; brother: Joe

Wilmer Deas of Lake
Park, GA; grandchil-
dren: Ron Morgan
(Denise) of Jennings;
Dale Franklin (who was
her caregiver) of Jen-
nings; Jason Morgan of
Live Oak; Jamie Morgan
of Live Oak; Joanna Grif-
fen (Nathan) of Jennings
and Christina Morgan of
Live Oak. Several great-
grandchildren and many
other extended family
members also survive.

Funeral services for
Mrs. Morgan were con-
ducted on Saturday July
12, 2014 at 11 a.m. in the
Burnham Christian
Church. Interment fol-
lowed in the church
cemetery. The family re-
ceived friends at the
church from 10:30-11 (30
minutes prior to the ser-
vice) at the church.
Arrangements are under
the direction and care of
the Dees-Parrish Family
Funeral Home, 458 S.
Marion Ave, Lake City,
32025. Please sign the
online guestbook at
www.parrishfamilyfu-
neralhome.com.

Katherine Elizabeth
Parker

July 13, 2014

K
atherine Eliz-

abeth Parker,
age 65, of

Jasper, FL. passed away
Sunday, July 13, 2014, at
Haven Hospice Suwan-
nee Valley Care Center

in Lake City, FL. Kather-
ine was a former resi-
dent of Mayo, FL. and
Yulee, FL. before mov-
ing to Jasper.  She was a
certified dietician.

Survivors include two
sons, Paul Zyskowski,
Colorado Springs, CO.
and Edmund Rudzinski,
Mayo, FL.; one daughter,
Lesley Jacobs, Poplar
Bluff, Missouri; six
grandchildren; close
friends and caretakers,
Loretta and Rodney Tyre
of Jasper, FL.

Funeral services were
held Wednesday, July
16, 2014, in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with Rev. Wilbur
Wood officiating. Pri-
vate interment followed
at New Hope Church
Cemetery.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Diane Carver
May 23, 1958
July 12, 2014

D
iane Carver,

56, of White
S p r i n g s ,

passed away suddenly
on Saturday, July 12,
2014. She was born on
May 23, 1958, in Lake
City to Lawrence
Franklin Carver Jr. and
Evonne Skipper Carver.
She lived all of her life in
the White Springs area
and was a part of the
1976 graduating class of

Hamilton High School.
She enjoyed the out-
doors and loved to sit by
the lake behind her
house in the evenings
and listen to music. She
is preceded in death by
her father: Mr. Lawrence
Franklin Carver, Jr.

She is survived by her
son: Thomas Combass of
Jennings and daughter:
Crystal Waters Leeman
(Tim) of Woodville, GA;
mother: Evonne Carver
of White Springs; broth-
er: Larry Carver (Libby)
of White Springs;
nephews: Lars Carver of
White Springs and
Daniel Carver (Cathy) of
White Springs and niece:
Laura Maxwell (Byron)
of Lakeland. Her grand-
children: Camden,
Gracelyn and Ryleigh
Ann also survive.

Graveside funeral ser-
vices for Ms. Carver
were conducted at 11
a.m. on Wednesday, July
16, 2014, in the Riverside
Cemetery in White
Springs with Rev. Randy
Ogburn officiating. In-
terment followed. Visita-
tion was held from noon
until 5 p.m. on Tuesday
at the Funeral Home.
Arrangements are under
the direction and care of
the Dees-Parrish Family
Funeral Home, 458 S.
Marion Ave, Lake City,
32025. Please sign the
online guestbook at
www.parrishfamilyfu-
neralhome.comv

aquifer levels remain
high and springs are
flowing strong.

The District’s June
2014 Hydrologic Condi-
tions illustrates that al-
though conditions were
dry in June, the 12-
month average rainfall
ending June 30, was 11.1
inches higher than the
long term average of
54.63 inches.  Other rain-
fall measurements in the
report show that the
highest gauged monthly
rainfall total at Lake But-
ler was 8.86 inches,
which also had a 24-
hour high of 3.08 inches.
The gauge at Pineview
near Quitman docu-
mented the lowest mea-
surement of rainfall at
1.80 inches for the
month.

The levels of most
rivers throughout the
District have steadily re-
ceded from the high
springtime rainfall, par-
ticularly the Upper
Suwannee River. How-
ever, the Aucilla and
Steinhatchee rivers still
measured high levels.

“High aquifer levels
and falling river levels
along the Suwannee cor-

ridor resulted in strong
spring flow,” said
Megan Wetherington,
P.E., senior professional
engineer. 

The District team mea-
sured the flow of several
springs during June.
Lafayette Blue Springs
was measured flowing
at 127 million gallons
per day (MGD), its high-
est flow since 1998 and
the third highest in its
record. Suwannee
Springs was measured
at 43 MGD, the highest
recorded flow since 1964
and the second highest
in its record. Little River
Springs was measured
with its highest flow
since 2005, with a mostly
clear flow of 73 MGD.
On the Santa Fe, Ginnie
Spring was measured at
32 MGD on May 30, its
highest measured flow
since 1998. 

“White Sulphur
Springs continued to
flow into the Suwannee
River, but its flow was
too fast to safely mea-
sure,” said Wethering-
ton. 

The District’s June
2014 Hydrologic Condi-
tions Report is available
at www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com.

June was driest since 1998
Continued From Page 1A

millage rate those who
own property with a
taxable value of
$100,000 will pay $41.43
in property taxes to the
District.

The tentative budget
will enable the District
to protect water re-
sources for the benefit of
our citizens and natural
system. Taxes paid to
the District contribute to
numerous public ser-
vices such as protecting
springs and rivers, wa-
ter supply planning, and
water resource develop-
ment. Springs projects

and programs represent
roughly 42 percent of
the budget.

The District will hold
two public hearings -
Sept 9, and Sept 23, be-
fore the budget and
millage rate will be
adopted. Both meetings
will begin at 5:05 p.m.
at the District head-
quarters in Live
Oak.  The final budget
and millage rate will be
adopted at the Sept 23,
hearing.

The public is encour-
aged to attend. For
more information
please call 386.362.1001
or 800.226.1066

Tentative budget, millage rate approved
Continued From Page 1A

On July 10, a large number of VFW members, spouses,
students and community volunteers worked together to
pack 66 boxes. All but three of the tightly-packed boxes
were destined for Marines in Afghanistan. 

VFW Post Commander Lamar Royals said, “Thank you
so much to each individual, church or organization that do-
nated items for the boxes that were mailed, those who gave
money towards postage and items, and those who volun-
teered to pack the boxes. We could not have managed this
number of boxes without the support of the community.
So, thank you to the generous people of Hamilton Coun-
ty.”

Hamilton County
VFW packs boxes The Hamilton

County VFW Post
8095 packed 66
boxes to mail to
Marines in
Afghanistan on
Thursday, July
10th.. Volunteers
included students,
VFW members
and their spouses
as well as volun-
teers from the
community.
-Courtesy photo:



PAGE 4A THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

The U.S. Justice Department's Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics reports that 2012 losses because of personal
identity theft totaled $24.7 billion
(http://tinyurl.com/mdncmmw). The money losses
from identity theft pale in comparison with the costs of
paperwork, time and inconvenience imposed on the
larger society in an effort to protect ourselves. Accord-
ing to LifeLock, while the laws against identity theft
have gotten tougher, identity theft criminal prosecu-
tion is relatively rare. Unless we develop a low toler-
ance and a willingness to impose harsh sentences,
identity thieves will continue to impose billions of dol-
lars of costs on society.

Today's Americans tolerate what would have been
unthinkable years ago. According to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics and the BJS, 209,800 prima-
ry- and secondary-school teachers reported being
physically attacked by a student during the 2011-12
academic year (http://tinyurl.com/nltrzaz). Hun-
dreds of thousands more are threatened with injury.
On average, 1,175 teachers are physically attacked
each day of the school year. These facts demonstrate
an unwillingness to defend ourselves against these
young barbarians, who often will grow into big bar-
barians.

During the 1940s and early '50s, when I was in
school, assaulting or threatening teachers was un-
thinkable. Corporal punishment in school and/or at
home would have been the result of an assault or
threat against a teacher. Starting in the '50s, following
Dr. Benjamin Spock's advice, what worked for cen-
turies was exchanged with what sounded good. In
1970, Thomas Gordon, best-selling author of "Parent
Effectiveness Training," told parents to stop punishing
their children and to start treating them "much as we
treat friends or a spouse." Corporal punishment has
been criminalized. Other forms of punishment have
been replaced with "timeout" and other such nonsense.

When young barbarians grow up to become big bar-
barians, often there's still an unwillingness to defend
ourselves. In many poor neighborhoods, the police
know who the criminals are, but their hands are tied
by the courts. These criminals are permitted to prey on
the overwhelmingly law-abiding members of the com-
munity, who, because of ineffective police protection,
are huddled behind bars in their homes. Sometimes
these criminals go downtown to single out white peo-
ple, whom they sometimes refer to as "polar bears," to
play the "knockout" game. What's worse is that some-
times, as in the case of Rochester, New York, the police
characterize these brazen attacks as harassment rather
than assaults. Though most of these attacks are against
white people, the news media and police are reluctant
to call them racist hate crimes.

It's in the international arena where we face the
greatest threat from our unwillingness to protect our-
selves. Most of the international community sees Iran
as a sponsor and exporter of terrorism. There's no
question that if Iran develops nuclear weapons, it
doesn't bode well for the world. But what does the
world do, led by the U.S.? It allows Iran to go full
speed ahead in the name of what the Iranian press calls

"the Iranian nation's nuclear rights." The U.S. alone has
the power to tell Iran to permit unimpeded inspection
of the country's nuclear facilities, with the threat of
bombing if it doesn't comply.

The West, led by our country, is doing exactly what
it did in the run-up to World War II. It knowingly al-
lowed Adolf Hitler to rearm -- in violation of treaties -
- which led to a war that cost 60 million lives. In 1936,
France alone could have stopped Hitler.

We have a similar lack of willingness to effectively
deal with terrorists. Our intelligence community
knows the national origin of those who attack Ameri-
cans. At least one part of our strategy should be to in-
form nations that we will exact a heavy price from
them if they become a staging ground for terrorists.

Unfortunately, for the future of our nation and the
world, we are too focused on government handouts
rather than the most basic function of government: de-
fending us from barbarians.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at
George Mason University. To find out more about
Walter E. Williams and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.
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Our unwillingness to defend ourselves
OPINION

OPINION

one of these. 
These attempts never end

well. Every time I see one,
my first thought is that the
world does not need that
many tenors in the choir.

Go figure.
A few mornings ago I had

the television on as I was
getting ready for work.
There was a story about a
man being attacked by his
“pet” boa constrictor. A cou-
ple of days later another man
was attacked by his “pet”
chimpanzee. Then on anoth-
er day it showed actual
footage of a man being at-
tacked by a “pet” female lion
in the living room of his
house. Other family mem-
bers were trying to pull the
lion off —  except for the
guy making the video.

This morning there was
footage of a zoo worker in
Australia being attacked by a
crocodile. Actually, he was
feeding the croc a chunk of
meat, apparently assuming
the creature had better table
manners.

Within minutes, another
newscast showed soccer
fans rioting in the streets af-
ter their team got an old-
fashioned butt whooping.
Notice here that I have in-
cluded the “alleged higher
animals” in this sequence of
events as I note, “Go figure.”

Now there is good expla-
nation for why the lower an-
imals attack. That’s part of
their survival nature. There
is no good explanation why

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer

I have often used the written
expression “go figure.” It’s
kind of like shaking your
head in mild amazement.

And there are things all
around us that can draw such
a response. For instance, we
have a tendency to spend a
fortune on a building with a
firm foundation, stout fram-
ing, fire walls, etc. Then
when we get to the top, we
push the stupid button and

put a flat roof on it. Then we
spend the next two decades
replacing ceiling tiles, sheet
rock, painting and scraping
mildew because of the leaks.
Occasionally someone will
decide that rafters pitched
upward toward the middle
and covered by some water
resistant materials might
remedy the situation. 

It’s like we hire architects
and engineers to get us to the
top floor and then we turn
the project over to the flat
earth society. The native
American Sioux gave us a
pretty good lesson on
pitched roofs a long time
ago. Not only did we speak
with forked tongue, we lis-
tened with only one ear and
apparently as we burned
their villages, we paid little
attention to their nomadic
form of architecture.

Go figure.
Then we have those peo-

ple who apparently cannot
learn from others’ mistakes.
They are hell bent on riding
a skate board down a stair
rail. There’s not a “world’s
funniest videos” segment
that doesn’t include at least

All I can say on that is ‘go figure’
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people will stick their hands
in their mouths or let them
wrap around their necks.

Now to the soccer thing.
I am not a soccer fan so

I’m totally at a loss why peo-
ple would  riot in the streets
because their team lost. I’ve
never seen this with football
fans or baseball fans.

When I say I am not a soc-
cer fan doesn’t mean that I
don’t appreciate the skill and
physical prowess required to
play the sport.  I also don’t
like opera, but I respect the
ability of one to wear leo-
tards and hit those high notes.
And while I’m opposed to
most of the wars we’ve been
in lately, I will always honor
the soldier who must fight in
them.

Now I’ve seen drunks at
football games and baseball
games who had to be escort-
ed away but not wholesale ri-
oting. And I’ve never seen
footage of fans breaking
windshields and storming the
streets after a golf match. In
fact, in a golf match every-
one speaks in such hushed
tones it is almost like they are
trying to keep it a secret. One
day I saw three guys whis-
pering in front of a store, and
I thought a golf match was
about to break out.

Go figure. 
Dwain Walden is

editor/publisher of The
Moultrie Observer, 985-
4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.co
m.

Annual conference to teach farming,
livestock, local foods, more
By Brad Buck
bradbuck@ufl.edu

GAINESVILLE, Fla. – If
you’re thinking of starting
a small farm or want to
know about the latest in
local foods, organic and
hydroponic production,
livestock production,
farmers markets and
more, you might consider
attending the Florida
Small Farms and Alterna-
tive Enterprises Confer-
ence.

Like last year, about 800
people are expected to at-
tend the conference, Aug.
1-2, at Osceola Heritage
Park, 1875 Silver Spur
Lane in Kissimmee, said
Jose Perez, small farms
specialty crop statewide
program coordinator and
the event’s publicity
chairman.

Now in its sixth year,
the conference is present-
ed by the University of
Florida’s Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences
and Florida A&M Univer-
sity. 

Typically, those who at-
tend include small family,
transitional, beginning
and experienced farmers;
allied-industry represen-
tatives; educators; re-
searchers; policy makers;
small farm commodity as-
sociations; foundations
and others dedicated to
strengthening Florida’s
small farm community.

Ed Skvarch, commer-
cial horticulture extension
agent in St. Lucie County,
said those pondering
farming can learn much
of its business side at the
conference.

“If you’re starting a
small farm, I believe it is
crucial to have passion,
the technical knowledge
on how to grow vegeta-
bles or raise livestock and
a working plan on how to
grow the business,”
Skvarch said.  “Most be-

ginning farmers I work
with have the passion and
possess some knowledge
of growing vegetables;
however, what they lack
is a plan on how to grow
their business.  All three
are important.”

In addition to teaching
participants how to start a
farm, the conference rais-
es awareness about Flori-
da’s small farms industry,
Perez said. 

Participants must regis-
ter to attend the confer-
ence. 

This year, organizers
are hosting three tours:
urban farming (full),
farm-to-chef (full) and
livestock, Perez said. The
urban farming and farm-
to-chef tours are already
full, but, the livestock tour
remains open, he said.
The conference features
vendor exhibits, a signa-
ture luncheon featuring
local food and about 20
breakout sessions. New
sessions this year include:

Goat, poultry, beef and
dairy production man-
agement and regulations. 

Management, trends
and opportunities in hy-
droponic production. 

Transitioning to organic
production and fertility
management for organic
farms.

Weed identification and
management, and soil
management. 

Training for farmers’
market managers and on-
line farmers’ markets. 

Practical sessions on
identifying diseases and
pests.

An Extension Learning
Zone, where farmers will
work with urban and hy-
droponic production sys-
tems. 

For more information
about the conference and
registration instructions,
visit http:/ / www.confer-
ence .ifas.ufl.ed u/ sm all-
farms.

Teddy Mac’s Legends Nights planned for July 18 - 19, The Great Scavenger Hunt
July 19 with cash prizes, all at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park & Campground

The weekend of July 18-19, is going
to be red hot at The Spirit of the Suwan-
nee Music Park & Campground
(SOSMPC) in Live Oak with The Ted
“Teddy MacElvis” McMullen Leg-
ends Nights July 18-19 and a new
event, The Great Family Scavenger
Hunt with cash prizes. Weekend spe-
cials available for overnight
camping/cabins to make it a really great
weekend. The Scavenger Hunt will be
North Florida’s Largest! Plan now to
spend the weekend with us and make
some wonderful memories.

Tickets for Legends Nights are $15
for both nights or $10 per night at the
door if available! Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance by calling The
SOSMPC at 386-364-1683, email spir-
it@musicliveshere.com, go to
www.musicliveshere.com or stop by
the office and make your ticket pur-
chase.

New additions to the Legends Nights
this year will be Willie Nelson, Marty
Robbins and Merle Haggard tribute

artists. Other tribute artists include Ted-
dy MacElvis (Elvis), Conway Twitty
(Keith Thrift), Loretta Lynn (Dale Ben-
nett), Lori Morgan (Diane Johnston),
Patsy Cline (Texanna), Elton John
(Buddy Bell), Tammy Wynette
(Kickin’ Mama/Terese Thomas), Bar-
bara Mandrell (Tawny Watson), Hank
Williams Jr. (Dave Fountain), Johnny
Cash (Cal Smart) and more. This two-
night event is always packed with
guests so get your tickets early and be
early both nights to enjoy one of the
best Vegas style shows you will see in
North Florida. No advance reserved
seating.

Remember ladies, you may purchase
a rose at this event to present to
“Elvis” and get a kiss in return! Make
plans now to bring your family, friends
and others who love the older, tradi-
tional country artists, Elton John and
Elvis as this show is known for its trib-
ute artists.

Doors to the Music Hall open for
this event at 5 p.m. for dinner with the

show beginning at 7 p.m. each night.
Delicious food and a full service bar
available. Dancing is highly recom-
mended.

Families entering The Great Family
Scavenger Hunt July 19 must register
Friday, July 18, from 6 - 8 p.m. in the
Music Hall. Different age divisions for
children and teens and cash prizes! If
you plan to spend the weekend, the
SOSMPC is offering a weekend special
for RV camping or cabin for 3 days, 2
nights with a golf cart provided. For
more information or to register for the
scavenger hunt, call Brittney at 386-
364-1683.

To make reservations for RV parking,
cabins, primitive camping or camper
parking for this weekend or an upcom-
ing festival weekend or just need more
information, call The SOSMP at 386-
364-1683, email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com or go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com. The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park is located at
3076 95th Drive, Live Oak.
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vided by the number of gallons sold, divid-
ed by 1,000.
The current base rate for water is $17,

which includes up to 2,000 gallons, and
then an additional $2 per each 1,000 gallons
after that.
Water system revenue is about $72,729

per year and the system’s expenses are
$60,994 per year, leaving a balance of
$11,735.
“The water system is not accruing any re-

serves for future needs, such as capital im-
provements and contingencies,” Mearns
explained.
Wastewater rates were significantly in-

creased in Oct., 2013. The current base rate
is $24.35, which includes up to 1,000 gal-
lons, and then $8.41 per each 1,000 gallons
after that.
The wastewater system’s revenue is on

track to be $130,000. The debt is about
$74,000 per year and system expenses are
$125,000 per year, which is nearly
$200,000 per year in rates and charges.
Miller reminded everyone that the debt of
$74,000 is for the loan for the construction
of the wastewater system.
“The wastewater system is not accruing

any reserves for future needs, such as capi-
tal improvements and contingencies,”
Mearns said.
The current rate structures provide an en-

hanced revenue stream and provides fair-
ness to the ratepayers in that ultimately the
customer must fund the operation and debts
of the system, Mearns explained. 
“That’s common sense,” he said. “The

city doesn’t have any other way of earning
money than through the rate they are asking
to pay for the operation and maintenance of
the system.”
He also said that since the town must op-

erate a fiscally sound water and wastewater
system, it would be beneficial to continue
the current rates and re-evaluate them in 12
months. Then, if it does not provide the ex-
pected revenue, the town can revisit the
base rate and/or increase the 1,000 gallon
rate. 
He explained that excessive amounts of

rainfall increase the costs of operation be-

cause the wastewater system has to work
overtime to treat storm water. Add to that
the cost of electricity.
Andrew Green, who manages the waste-

water plant, stated that April and May
heavy rainfall this year put the system at 99
percent capacity.
“Last month we were only at 50 percent,”

said Green.
It has been six months since the first

study was done and Mearns said an 18-
month study would offer a better overview.
The town, he added, should consider an in-
clining or tiered rate structure, for both wa-
ter and wastewater, which would allow
them to capture more revenue.
Mearns recommended that the town cre-

ate restricted reserves in the water and
wastewater funds, and implement an asset
management program for funding infra-
structure repair and replacement projects,
such as facilities, pumps, tanks and motors.
Without an asset management program, he
said, the town should definitely have a re-
serve for contingencies.
“An asset management program takes a

while to do, but it is quite simple,” he said.
Basically, it is putting aside funds on a

regular basis that will be available in case a
major piece of equipment fails and needs to
be replaced, and to ensure long-term sus-
tainability of the water and wastewater util-
ity.
“Your system is not going to last forev-

er,” he said. “It is constantly in need of re-
pairs.”

Yearly adjustments
Mearns said some water and wastewater

systems adjust their rates annually by three
percent, plus or minus. FRWA, he said, sug-
gests using the Florida Public Service Com-
mission percentages or the Consumer Price
Index percentages, which for 2013 were
1.63 percent and 1.7 percent respectively.
“These are verifiable indexes and will de-

feat any charges of arbitrary and capricious
annual rate increases,” he said.

Council weighs in
Vice Mayor Walter Mckenzie said, “The

(recent) increase was traumatic for a couple
of reasons. One reason is because we had-
n’t had an increase in a good number of
years. All of a sudden, we were faced with

a situation that we had to catch up with all
at once to keep from getting in the hole, and
to be able to pay the debt we owe.”
Another reason the rate hike was so trau-

matic, McKenzie said, is that the residents
of White Springs are very economically
disadvantaged.
“We’ve got a lot of people on low and

minimum incomes,” he said. “It’s a concern
for all of us.”
McKenzie said a lot of people have been

asking the same question, which is why are
White Springs rates so much higher than
neighboring towns or towns down the road?
He posed the question to Mearns, who said
he gets asked that question all the time.
“Understand that your expenses are relat-

ed directly to the debt, which is your base
rate,” said Mearns. “The base rate, again,
has to be paid each year as a debt you owe.
I just came from another community that
had no debt, so their rates were low.”
Other communities, he said, have astro-

nomical debt and astronomical rates.
“You’re kind of in the middle,” he said.

Loans
Town Clerk/Finance Director Pam Tom-

linson explained there are two loans, one
to the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) and one to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture-Florida Rural Devel-
opment for a total of about $74,000 annu-
ally. The county, she said, pays $45,000 to-
ward the rural development loan through
an interlocal agreement with the town for
services provided. The funds are ear-
marked for debt service. Mearns said this
was the first he had heard of the county’s
monetary contribution. He said it would
change the base rate, but not a lot. He said
he would like to see the new rates stay in
place for another six months in order to
gauge how things are going.
Councilman Rhett Bullard noted that the

last time there was a rate increase was
2005.
“So, there hadn’t been one for eight

years,” Bullard said.
Tomlinson advised the council, “Per

your loan agreement with DEP, we were
supposed to raise the rates annually (3 per-
cent).”
Tomlinson said the town council back

then agreed to the yearly increases in order
to meet the terms of the loan agreement,
but it was never implemented.
Prior to the 2008 recession bond monies

were able to sustain the DEP wastewater
plant construction loan payments each
month. Then, with the bond no longer
making money, the loan cost was put on
the town to pay. 
The loan amount was sitting at $96,000

when Bob Farley came on board as town
manager last year. He got it reduced to
$33,000 by refinancing the outstanding
loan whereby the town was able to reduce
the interest rate and extend the length of
time needed to pay off the balance.
The bottom line, Miller said, is the town

is in a better financial position now since
the rate increase last year.
“We’re meeting our long term debt and

we’re paying expenses,” said Miller.
“But you’re still not building reserves,”

Mearns interjected.
“So, that gets us back to the asset man-

agement program you’re recommending,”
Miller noted.
Miller suggested that Mearns take the

inventory list of the plant and start build-
ing an asset management plan for the town
that would need to be updated yearly.
Miller also asked that Tomlinson give

the council copies of the original loan
agreement to review and then have a
workshop on the matter after the new town
manager arrives later this month. That
way, council members would all have the
same amount of information; the original
document as a beginning point, then deter-
mine what has happened over time, what
was supposed to happen over time, what
happened last year, and where the town is
today.
McKenzie said when they have the

workshop he wants to know why the an-
nual three percent increase was never im-
plemented, and also how much the base
rate would be if the $45,000 county contri-
bution is taken out of the equation that was
used for the rate study by RWA.
“I have a feeling that it’s not going to be

a lot, but I want to know,” McKenzie said.
Mearns offered to be present at the

workshop if the town so desired.

White Springs to hold utility workshop
Continued From Page 1A
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By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

A Hamilton County
High School Fighting Tro-
jan will soon be heading
up to South Georgia State
College on a basketball
scholarship. Shaquille
Williams, accompanied
by father and mother
Richard and Beverly
Williams, was congratu-
lated by coaches, family
and friends on July 10, at
the HCHS Media Center.
When asked about what

position he would be
playing, Williams wasn’t
sure.
“Right now, I really

don’t know. They’re
thinking about having me
as a shooting guard be-
cause I shoot ball really
well,” said Williams.
“From the films and when
I came to workouts, they
liked my performance.”
He started playing

when he was little, but has
been part of a school team
since the eighth grade.
When he was younger, he
liked other sports, and for
a little while it looked as if
baseball might have been
“the one”. Not too long af-
ter, he was overcome with
the love of playing basket-
ball and has been ever
since.
HCHS head coach

Patrick Murphy saw
something very special in
Williams right from the
start.
“I’ve had him for three

years,” said Murphy.
“He’s been a starter most
of those games. He’s a
natural talent and works
really hard.”
Murphy said Williams

earned the hustle award
this past year and said he
was willing to play out of
position and never com-
plained. He went where
the team needed him and
this versatility was one of

Shaquille Williams, third from left, with father and mother, Richard and Beverly Williams and South Georgia State College Head
Basketball Coach Cory Baldwin.  - Photo: Andrew McGee

HamCo senior signs with SGSC Hawks

the things that Murphy
used to “seal the deal” to
coaches at SGSC.
For awhile, it didn’t

seem as if any teams were
interested, but Williams
kept his head up and
Murphy kept looking
and making calls. He sent
some game footage up to
SGSC head basketball
coach Cory Baldwin and
got a call back.
“We talked to coach

Murphy and we had a
good relationship with
him and he really sold us
on Shaquille being a ver-
satile player and playing

multiple positions,” said
Baldwin.
He said later after

meeting Williams that
coming from a team with
a winning season didn’t
hurt either.
“Obviously we were

excited with them (Tro-
jans) having a great sea-
son like they had. You
want to get winners in
your program,” said
Baldwin.
The Trojans finished

last year with a 20-9 sea-
son and ranked 280th in
state. Just as HCHS has a
top-notch basketball pro-

gram, so does SGSC.
Baldwin said they are
starting their sixth season
of basketball and in just
five years, have been in
the national tournament,
and one year finished
12th in the country.
“We won our league

and made it to tourna-
ment every year. We av-
erage 20 wins a season
and we’ve had 36 guys
move on to play 4-year
basketball,” said Bald-
win. “Hopefully, we can
keep it going. We do,
with guys like Shaquille.”
Murphy had talked to

William’s father,
Richard, about the reali-
ty of sports and scholar-
ships, but saw only posi-
tive things in his son’s
future. He told him
worst case scenario was
that Williams would
play for two years and
earn an associate in arts
degree at little to no cost
to the family. The best
case scenario would be
for Williams to move on
to play an additional
two years and have col-
lege paid for to earn his
bachelor’s degree.
“It’s a win-win,” said

Murphy. “There’s no
downside here.” 
“I’m so proud of him,”

said Beverly. “He was so
determined to make it
even though obstacles
sometimes got in his
way.”
Richard thanked God

for the coaches and for
the opportunity for
Williams to further his
education and to play a
sport he loved.
“Education is very im-

portant,” said Richard.
“Basketball is temporary,
but education lasts a life-
time.”
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It took about five hours to complete
the 2nd WQHL North Florida Country
Showdown July 11 at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park & Campground
(SOSMPC) in Live Oak with contestant
after contestant bringing great country
music. It was near midnight and after
a second round when the three judges
made their final decisions. WQHL's
Mornin' Ride Mornin' Show Host and
event emcee Stevie D announced the
winners - Alexus Branscome and Jessi-
ca Davis (both of Lake City) and Kara
Frazier (Jacksonville). These three now
move on to the finals hoping to be
named the WQHL North Florida
Country Showdown winner and move
to state competition.

Branscome, Davis and Frazier join
June 13 winners Brittney Lawrence
(Saint Johns), Late Night Sessions
(Live Oak) and Barbed Wire Creek
Band (Panama City) as contestants in
the finals. One more preliminary will
be held Aug. 8 at the SOSMPC with
three more winners chosen at that time
to move to finals Sept. 5.

Eighteen contestants competed July
11 with 10 chosen to come back and
compete in a second round to deter-
mine the winners. The 10 who made it
into the second round were Maddie
Norris (Greenville), Kara Frazier (Jack-
sonville), Reginald Stacy (Bronson),
Jessica Davis (Lake City), Kameron
Williams (Mayo), Brad Harrison (Live
Oak), Brittney Hall (Raiford), Chasity
Thomas (Live Oak), Alexus Branscome
(Lake City) and Lindsay Bryant (Jack-
sonville). Other  other excellent artists
competing  were Arteelia Brashere
(Lake City), Jill Barrs (Branford), Jae-
lyn Jackson (Saint Johns), Clay Kirk
(Tampa), Huck Kohls (Tampa), Joe
Martino (Lake City), Joe Crapo (Jack-
sonville/St. Augustine)  and   Levi
Rewis (Macclenny).

With such great talent, choosing
winners had to be difficult for the

judges. During the evening many peo-
ple in the audience, even parents of
contestants, mentioned they could not
have judged as the contestants were so
talented.

The Aug. 8 preliminary will again be
a challenge as the talent is expected to
be top notch that evening also. Artists
can still sign up for the last competi-
tion by emailing brittney@musi-
cliveshere.com or calling Brittney at
386-364-1683.

Admission is free, competition be-
gins Aug. 8 at 7 p.m. Doors open at 6
p.m. for dinner with the SOS Café and
Restaurant providing a wonderful
menu of delicious food at regular
prices, friendly staff and a full service
bar. Come early (you may call the SOS
Café at 386-364-1703 to reserve your
seating if you’re bringing a large num-
ber of guests), bring your friends and
family and enjoy incredible artists as
they seek to move forward in this com-
petition.

If you would like to make reserva-
tions for RV parking, cabins, primitive
camping or camper parking for this
weekend or need more information,
call The SOSMPC at 386-364-1683,
email spirit@musicliveshere.com or go
to www.musicliveshere.com. The Spir-
it of the Suwannee Music Park is locat-
ed at 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak.

****************************************
ALEXUS BRANSCOME - Alexus

Branscome, 18, is a 2014 Columbia
County High School (CHS) in Lake
City graduate, began singing publicly
in 2011 when she auditioned for Co-
lumbia’s Top Talent. She has opened
for the Justin Case Band on the Spirit
of the Suwannee River Music Hall
stage, was among the winners in the
2013 Country Showdown preliminar-
ies, was the 2013 Golden Voice winner
for CHS Top Talent, performs 3-4
times a week at venues and stages in
and around the Lake City area, audi-

Lake City’s Alexus Branscome and Jessica Davis along with Jacksonville’s
Kara Frazier win 2nd WQHL North Florida Country Showdown
preliminary at Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park & Campground

tioned for America’s Got Talent, The
Voice and the 2014 Suwannee River
Jam Auditions. She heads back to
Nashville next month to audition for
American Idol and hopes to record her
first original song in the near future.

KARA FRAZIER - Kara Frazier, 17,
is a Jacksonville artist with the goal of
bringing people joy through her pas-
sions for God and music. Her desire is
to offer a fresh, unique sound to the
commercial music industry. Kara has
auditioned for American idol and The
Voice Season 2, competed in the Clay
County Fair Talent Showcase, First
Coast Star Singing finals and opened
for Linda Davis with Bill Whyte and
Lang Scott in Jacksonville. She is a
home schooled senior dual-enrolled at
Florida State College at Jacksonville
with hopes to attend Belmont Univer-
sity in Nashville to study music.

JESSICA DAVIS - Jessica Davis be-
gan singing at a vary young age and is
a fresh face on the country music scene
in and around the North Florida/Lake
City area. Jessica began writing songs
in high school, plays the acoustic gui-
tar and sings with a commanding vo-
cal tone that draws the listener to the
edge of their seat. She is currently
working on her originals, recording
demos and fine-tuning her craft for the
big stage. She opened recently for
Justin Case Band, the US Navy Band
SE-PRIDE, Ronny McKinley and the
Matt Johns Trio. She’s been a featured
artist at many venues including the
Suwannee River Jam, Olustee Battle
Festival, Baker County Fair and
Changing Time Jazz Festival. She
hopes to release her first CD in the
near future and take her talent to the
national stage.

2014 2nd Country Showdown winners l to r Jessica Davis, Alexus Branscome
and Kara Frazier July 11 at SOSMP.

Picture an elderly fa-
ther placing a hand on the
shoulder of his son, a
young man anxious to
head out into the world
on his own. “Son, before
you go, we need to
talk…” So many things
the father wishes to con-
vey to this boy whom he
loves more than his own
life.  How can he possibly
warn him against every
danger, the risks not
worth taking, and the bat-
tles worth fighting?  He is
fully aware that many of
the struggles and dan-
gers the young man will
face will be different than
the ones he survived.  So,
what can he say to pre-
pare him to be a man
who lives well?

With this scenario in
mind, the book of
Proverbs becomes an en-
tirely different read.  In-
stead of a whimsical book
of clever sayings, it trans-
forms into the heart’s cry
of an aging father desper-
ately wanting his beloved
son not only to prosper,
but also to avoid as many
pitfalls and tragedies in
life as possible. Hear the
pleading of the father in
these words: 

“Listen, my son, to
your father’s instruction
and do not forsake your
mother’s teaching.  They
are a garland to grace
your head and a chain to
adorn your neck.
(Proverbs 1:8-9)

“My son, if you accept
my words and store up
my commands within
you, turning your ear to
wisdom and applying
your heart to understand-
ing…then you will un-
derstand the fear of the
Lord and find the knowl-
edge of God.”(Proverbs
2:1-2,5)

“My son,  do not forget

HEART 
MATTERS

my teaching, but keep my
commands in your heart,
for they will prolong your
life many years and bring
you peace and prosperi-
ty.” (Proverbs 3:1-2)

“Listen, my sons, to a fa-
ther’s instruction; pay at-
tention and gain under-
standing.  I give you
sound learning so do not
forsake my teaching.”
(Proverbs 4:1-2)

If you continue reading,
each of the first seven
chapters of the book of
Proverbs begins similarly.
Hear the earnest plead-
ings of a father, urging his
son to recall what he has
been taught, to make wise
decisions, to avoid unnec-
essary dangers, and to not
waste the gift of life.

Like every father, no
doubt some of the lessons
he tries to teach his son
were learned the hard
way, evident by old scars
and deep wounds not eas-
ily forgotten.  What he
would give for this young
man to be protected from
such things-so he urges
and teaches and instructs,
hoping the seeds of truth
he is sowing finds fertile
ground.

So it is with our heaven-
ly Father!  He knows that
life has its share of trouble.
Jesus himself told us so:
“In this world you will
have trouble.  But take
heart!  I have overcome
the world.” (John 16:33)
Indeed, he overcame the
world, along with our sin,
and his body carries the
nail-scars to prove it.
Wouldn’t we be wise to
hear his instruction, pay
attention, gain under-
standing, and store up his
commands in order to be
men and women who do
life well?  Picture yourself
seated at his knee and
read a few proverbs.  Ac-
cept His Word, and be
convinced that your heart
matters so very much!

Blessings, Angie

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Mayor Helen Miller
was presented with the
2014 Home Rule Hero
Award from Florida
League of Cities (FLC)
Legislative Advocate
Ryan Matthews at a
meeting of the White
Springs Town Council
on Tuesday, July 8.

“I was surprised and
delighted a couple of
weeks ago when I got a
letter from Scott Dud-
ley,” said Miller.

C. Scott Dudley is the
legislative director for
FLC, which is headquar-
tered in Tallahassee.
The FLC is a local gov-
ernment association
which began in 1922
and was founded on the
belief that local self-gov-
ernment is the keystone
of American democracy.
The league encompasses
all 410 cities in the state
as a united voice for
Florida’s municipal
governments. Their
goals are to serve the
needs of Florida's cities
and promote local self-
government. 

“Home Rule is the

ability for a city to es-
tablish its own form of
government and enact
ordinances, codes, plans
and resolutions without
prior state approval,”
said Dudley in a recent
press release. “The
Home Rule Hero Award
recipients are local gov-
ernment officials – both
elected and non-elected
– who consistently re-
sponded to the League’s
request to reach out to
members of the legisla-
ture and help give a lo-
cal perspective to an is-
sue.” 

“Mayor Miller has de-
voted herself to the citi-
zens of White Springs
and she will always re-
main loyal to her city
and this state,” Dudley
continued. “Mayor
Miller’s hard work and
dedication towards rur-
al communities and ad-
vocating for strong
home rule powers is
what truly defines her
as a Home Rule Hero.”

Award presentation
“I’m here today to

present Mayor Miller
with an award that’s
known as the Home
Rule Hero Award,” said
Matthews at the White

Springs Town Council
meeting on July 8. “One
of the things that we
fight for is avoiding pre-
emptions and unfunded
mandates from the state
legislature. We do so by
engaging our local elect-
ed officials to come to
Tallahassee to meet at a
number of locations
throughout the state
that set policies and an
agenda that we as local
government representa-
tives will then follow
and fight against those
unfunded mandates
and preemptions that
come down from Talla-
hassee.”

Matthews read from
the award: “For being a
champion in the defense
and protection of mu-
nicipal Home Rule, the
Florida League of Cities
presents the 2014 Home
Rule Hero to Mayor He-
len Miller, town of
White Springs.” The
award was signed by
Dudley and FLC Presi-
dent P.C. Wu (council-
man for the city of Pen-
sacola).

“You all are very
aware that Mayor Miller
is very passionate about
water issues, and water

White Springs Mayor Helen Miller accepts the 2014 Home Rule Hero Award
from Florida League of Cities Legislative Advocate Ryan Matthews. 

-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

White Springs mayor receives
Home Rule Hero Award

is going to be one of the
main focuses of the up-
coming legislative ses-
sion, along with water
quality and water quan-
tity,” said Matthews.
“What we try to attempt
to do on a day-to-day
basis is get our local
elected officials engaged
in reaching out to those
state representatives
and state senators  who
sort of set policy on the
state level. So, you’re
very lucky to have May-
or Miller, a very pas-
sionate advocate. We
certainly appreciate all
of your efforts,” he told
Miller.

“I have always been
and will remain to be a
strong advocate for the
League, because I be-
lieve home rule powers
ensure that the govern-
ment stays close to the
people it serves,” said
Miller.

Miller was elected to
the town council of
White Springs in May,
2010, becoming the first
female mayor in the
town’s history. She was
re-elected in 2014. Miller
has a Ph.D. in economic
development and has
worked in Texas and
with Florida A&M to
promote economic de-
velopment in small com-
munities. While serving
as mayor of White
Springs, she brought in
more than $300,000 in
grant funding to sup-
port community enrich-
ment and education pro-
grams, as well as
worked in cooperation
with the University of
Florida to complete an
architectural visioning
for the community, and
presented the plan at the
Florida Rural Economic
Summit and to Gover-
nor Rick Scott. Miller
acts as an advocate
within the county and
state regarding the pro-
tection of the Florida
aquifer.
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 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 BANK  OWNED 1 ACRE  for Just $5,900. Located in Creekside Subdivision. 2 lots to choose from. Site built homes only. ML S#78859 Live  Oak
 REDUCED!  Several lots in town. Convenient location close to shopping. $6,900 each. MLS#72886 Live Oak.
 REDUCED!  Just outside of the City Limits. This 1/2 acre lot is located in the Carriage Place subdivision. Ho mes only.  Priced at just $8,500. MLS#78460 Live Oak
 BANK OWNED -  Just $9,500 for this 2 acre lot in Cobblestone. Site built homes only. MLS#80238 Lake City
 PRICED TO SELL –  1 acre lot in Savannah Plantation. $11,000. Site built homes only. MLS#87606
 BANK OWNED -  1,296 sq.ft., 3/2 DWMH built in 1997. Needs TLC. Pretty lot, fenced back yard, small storage shed.  Close to Suwannee State Park. $34,000. MLS#87416
 5 ACRES -  Beautifully wooded located South of lake City. Site built homes only. $39,500 MLS#87120
 7.9 ACRES  of Medium density residential land zones RSF-3 in Lake City FL. Good development potential. Paved ro ad  frontage, just off of busy US41. $40,000. MLS#82592
 GREAT VISIBILITY  on this commercial 2 1/2 acres. Zoned Commercial Intensive. $45,000. MLS#82647 Live Oak
 REDUCED -  close to town with Wall to ceiling tongue and groove pine board. 3/1.5 brick home sitting on 1+ Acr es.  Sizable detached work shop, beautiful yard. $49,900. MLS#86483
 BANK OWNED -  2006, 2,000+sq.ft, 3/2 DWMH in Lafayette County. Needs TLC. $68,500. MLS#87066 Branford
 REDUCED –  1999 TWMH with 2,400+ sqft. Sits on just over an acre nestled in trees. 16x16 Workshop, fenced in y ard  and back porch has vinyl wood deck that is 16x24. $69,850. MLS#86349

 JUST $9,900!  Several lots to choose from in the Azalea Park Subdivision. Located inside the city limits. Close t o schools,  doctors, and other amenities. MLS#85801
 REDUCED -  Just over an acre in Falmouth. Located just 2 ½ miles from the I-10 Interchange. $14,900. MLS#83905
 $27,900  for this 5+ acre lot in Prestigious gated community. Nice building lot with lake access and pond fr ontage. Site built  homes only. MLS#87012
 MITCHELL ROAD -  1,300+ sq.ft., 2/1 home on paved road. Situated on 2+ acres with mature pecan trees. Needs some  TLC. Asking $66,900. MLS#85349 www.RealEstateShows.com/696254
 REDUCED! CITY LIMITS -  This 2 bedroom, 2 bath home with 1,400+ sq.ft. is located in the city limits of Live Oak and  priced at just $85,900. Call for more information. 386-362-4539. MLS#83958 www.RealEstateShows.com/6 96171
 PERFECT LOCATION...  5+ ac. edge of Live Oak, no restrictions, 3/2, 2,538 sq. ft., 16’x34’ family room, FP, everything  has been replaced/upgraded, custom rock waterfall/fish pond, 24’ x 35’ workshop/garage. $185,000. MO TIVATED SELLER!  Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#84258
 JUST LISTED -  Stunning 130 acre estate on the Santa Fe River with 4 dwellings, a private flowing swimming hole, m ain  home is 3,450 sq.ft. 4/4 two story home. Too many features to list. $1,495,000. William Golightly, 3 86-590-6681 MLS#86957
 NEW IMPROVED PRICE:  45,000+ sq.ft. Commercial building in Live Oak. Just minutes from Wal-Mart and I-10  interchange. $549,000. MLS#36340
 SURPLUS LAND SALE:  Offered by Suwannee River Water Management District. Call for a list of available properties.  386-362-4539

Bear Creek adds Soulive, Zach Deputy, The Floozies, St. Paul & The Broken Bones, Oteil Burbridge and Roosevelt
Collier Band, Monophonics, Earphunk and more at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park & Campground
Also signed up are 14 artists at large, including Bernard Purdie, Pee Wee Ellis, George Porter Jr. and more. 
The 8th Annual Bear Creek Music

& Art Festival is set for Nov. 13 -16
at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music
Park & Campground in Live Oak

where Big IV Productions unveiled
the phase two addition of artists to-
day. Taking the stage during Bear
Creek will be newly added artists
Soulive, Zach Deputy, The Floozies,
St. Paul & the Broken Bones, Oteil
Burbridge and Roosevelt Collier
Band, Nicholas Payton Trio, Mono-
phonics, Earphunk, Mingo Fishtrap,
The Fritz, Locos Por Juana, The
Broadcast, Curtis Harding, Catfish
Alliance, Andrew Block Band, Herd
Of Watts and 14 artists-at-large in-
cluding Bernard Purdie, Pee Wee El-
lis and George Porter Jr.

These musicians join musical
heavyweights Umphrey’s McGee,
Lettuce, Dumpstaphunk, Budos
Band, New Mastersounds, Break Sci-
ence, Orgone, The Nth Power, Alan
Evans’ Playonbrother, Sister Spar-
row & the Dirty Birds and more. As
is tradition at Bear Creek, many of
the bands perform on two separate
dates during the weekend and sever-
al talented instrumentalists act as
artists-at-large, creating memorable
surprise sit-ins and inspired perfor-
mances.

Recognized as one of the most
beautiful live music venues in the
country, Bear Creek goers at SOSM-
PC can enjoy music on three outdoor
stages and one indoor stage, includ-
ing the famed Amphitheater Stage
set in the midst of towering pine and
oak trees decorated by nature with
Spanish moss. The SOSMPC also of-
fers guest comforts including a gen-
eral store, full-service restaurant,
showers and water stations, game
room, Crafts Village, biking, hiking,
canoeing and much more.

BEAR CREEK MUSIC & ART FES-
TIVAL 2014 LINE-UP: Umphrey's
McGee x 2,Lettuce x 2, Dumpsta-
phunk x 2, Soulive, New Master-
sounds x 2, Budos Band x 2, Break
Science, The Floozies, St. Paul & the
Broken Bones, Zach Deputy x 2,

Nicholas Payton Trio x 2, Orgone x 2,
Oteil Burbridge and Roosevelt Col-
lier Band, Sister Sparrow & the Dirty
Birds, Turkuaz, The Nth Power x 2,
The Main Squeeze x 2, Monophonics,
Alan Evans’ Playonbrother, Mingo
Fishtrap, See I x 2, Kreative Pande-
monium, Benyoro, Locos Por Juana,
Aleica Chakour Band x 2, The Heard,
The Fritz, Curtis Harding, Tauk, The
Broadcast, Yojimbo, Come Back Al-
ice, Catfish Alliance, Andrew Block
Band, Copious Jones, S.P.O.R.E.,
Captain Green and Green Sunshine,
Dirk Quinn Band and Herd Of
Watts. ARTISTS AT LARGE IN-
CLUDE Bernard Purdie, Pee Wee El-
lis, George Porter Jr., Oteil Bur-
bridge, Skerik, Nicholas Payton, Jen-
nifer Hartswick, Grant Green Jr.,
Roosevelt Collier, Khris Royal, Carly
Meyers, Farnell Newton, Eric Vogel
and Brandon Niederauer

Tickets for Bear Creek Music & Art
Festival are on sale now but prices
increase July 17. Go to
http://www.bearcreekmusicfesti-
val.com/, www.musicliveshere.com
or call the SOSMPC at 386-364-1683
for ticket prices and tickets. Fans can
upgrade their experience with VIP
tickets, RV hook-ups, cabin rentals
and golf cart rentals. A combination
ticket for Bear Creek and Suwannee
Hulaween will also be announced
soon. To get on the wait list, call
SOSMPC at 386-364-1683. Stay tuned
for additional artist announcements
and theme nights!

If you would like to make reserva-
tions for RV parking, cabins, primi-
tive camping or camper parking for
this event or need more information,
call The SOSMPC at 386-364-1683,
email spirit@musicliveshere.com or
go to www.musicliveshere.com. The
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park &
Campground is located at 3076 95th
Drive, Live Oak, Fla, 32060, 4.5 miles
south of Interstate 75 and 4.5 miles
north of Interstate 10 off US 129.

Notes: 
Sinking minnow with

white feather or mud-
dler fly on Suwannee
River.

Fly fishing Eagle Lake
(brim) cricket fly, yel-
low or brown poppers

#8 for bass. Some
caught on #8 3x green
minnow flies.

Fly fishing Farmer’s
Market – catalpa fly,
cricket fly, mayfly fly,
dragonfly fly & black
spider all working

good!
For the latest fishing

information, call Roost-
er directly at 386-397-
2724, or stop by Roost-
er’s Outfitters at 16529
Hamilton Avenue in
White Springs. 

-Photo: Roosters

What’s Biting Where What Bait

Brim Pit Pond Crickets, worms

Brim Swan River Crickets, worms

Catfish Hwy 136 Swallet (the hole) Liver, night crawlers

Catfish Swan Lake Liver, wigglers, pink worms

Bass Swan Lake Red & dark large spinners,
Top water popper plugs &
Devil’s horse’s

Catfish Pit Pond Wigglers, worms

Brim Farmer’s Market at 136 Crickets

Bass Farmer’s Market at 136 Broken back crankbaits

Brim FM at 136 Fly fishing Cricket or catalpa worm

Bass FM at 136 Fly fishing Green white deer hair

Arrest Record
Ed itor's no te :  The

Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and  you are  later found
not guilty or the  charges
are  d ropped , we will be
happy to  make note  o f
this in the  new spaper
w hen jud icial proo f is
presented  to  us by you
or the  authorities.

The following abbre-
viations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commis-
sion

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Po-
lice Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

July 11, Samuel Isiah
Cribbs, 39, 427 Palmetto
Ave., Jasper, Fla., public
order crime-mis-use of
911, HCDTF-Brownfield

July 11, Chetanshiah
G. Thakor, 29, 1001 SW
10 St., Jasper, Fla., sell
alcohol to person under
21, HCDTF-Brownfield

July 12, Leonard Mc-
Clain, 49, PO Box 472,
Jennings, Fla., dwls,
JAPD-McGauley

July 13, Kenneth
Jerome Woody Jr., 23,
644 SE Putnam St., Lake
City, Fla., affray, resist
with violence, WSPD-
Harden

July 13, Angela Marie
Dixon, 42, 644 SE Put-
nam St., Lake City, Fla.,
disorderly intoxication,
HCDTF-Cheshire

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Life South Community Blood Mobile is doing a
Blood Drive at the Hamilton County Courthouse
Annex on Thursday, July 17, from 11 a.m. until 5
p.m.

Donors must be 17 or older (16 with written
parental consent), weigh 110 pounds or more and
show a photo I.D. Please donate as you may help to
save someone’s life.

For more information, call toll-free 888-795-2707
or visit www.lifesouth.org. All donors will receive
a free recognition T-shirt and cholesterol screening.

Give blood, save lives
Blood drive today 
at courthouse annex
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052
 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267
 Morning Service:

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper Rev. Wayne Sullivan Sunday Sunday School......................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.
 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper 792-2658
 Pastor Roger Hutto

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 am
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 am
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 WEDNESDAY SERVICES
 Wednesday Evening Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 July 9th - Aug 6th
 VBS Programs 6pm-8:30pm

 We welcome everyone to check out our new 
 children’s environment  784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St.,   Jennings, FL 32053 938-5611  Pastor: Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053  938-1265 Pastor: Johnny Brown Sunday Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m. Worship.......................................11:00 a.m. Evening Service............................6:00 p.m. Wednesday Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL (386) 364-1108 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL Pastor - Dale Ames Phone - 386-792-1122 Sunday Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm  783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 863
539

 835547

By Johnny Bullard
Florida Department o f Health-Hamilton County

In today’s article, I want to discuss two very dif-
ferent items: one is a publication, and the other is the
alarming percentage of childhood inactivity in this
nation for children between the ages of 12-15.

“The Hope Quotient” by Ray Johnston claims to
know the secret to a healthy, happy life, and it begins
with one four letter word: HOPE.
In “The Hope Quotient”, the founder of Bayside

Church in Roseville, Calif., writes, “Hope gives birth
to dreams, which creates momentum”―momentum
to finally get fit and healthy; to be better parents,
spouses and citizens; to reenergize your career or
start a new one.
Johnston holds that hope isn’t a “you have it or

you don’t thing”. You can raise your “hope level” by

focusing on certain key factors, such as setting your
sights on the future, rather than being chained to the
past or resigned to the present. 
Johnston writes, “Everything changes and we ask

the question, “Am I able to see things not as they are
right now, but in what they can become?”
This is a great publication that should be inspira-

tional for us all, and hopefully, if our public library
does not have a copy, they will procure one. 
While we all need to be “getting out” and becom-

ing more active, we do need to read more about how
to improve ourselves so that we can become health-
ier. During these hot days of summer, it is tempting
just to stay inside and remain inactive.  
We are bombarded with problems in this country

associated with inactivity and obesity, including
childhood obesity. Ninety-two percent of the chil-
dren in this nation, from ages 12 to 15, do not get the

suggested 60 minutes of moderate activity at least
five days a week. Never underestimate the power of
a parent: The more you move, the more they will.
Get out and enjoy the beauty of creation in this

part of the world. There are many beautiful walking
trails and opportunities for swimming, bicycling, ca-
noeing and kayaking in our part of the world that
are perfect to help us with our own “Hope Quotient”
of being healthier individuals and help us reach
“Healthiest Weight”. 
Remember today and each day, that all of us can

work with hope to improve ourselves a bit and part
of that improvement is by becoming “A Healthier
You”.  You, I, and everyone are worth it.  We don’t
have to do it all at once. Start slowly and work up to
it. Remember “Inch by inch, life’s a cinch. Yard by
yard, it’s much too hard.” Let’s begin today.
Have a good week.

A Healthier You

Regina Carson,
daughter of Montez
Claridy-Carson and
granddaughter of De-
loris Kaigler Williams
has returned home
from a four week
Health Care Summer
Institute at the Univer-
sity of Florida’s College
of Medicine. Carson is a
rising junior at Hamil-
ton County High
School.
The program is

geared towards stu-
dents who are interest-
ed in medical careers.
Students live on cam-
pus, shadow health
professionals, experi-
ence college life, partic-

ipate in health related
activities, SAT prep and
weekend field trips. It
was a tough daily
schedule because wake
up time was 6 a.m. and
the students’ day began
around 7 a.m. The en-
tire day was full of
work and experiences
with students some-
times not getting back
to the dorm until 10-11
p.m.
Carson shadowed a

veterinarian, pediatri-
cian, neurologist, hema-
tologist and emergency
room physician. She re-
ports her favorite expe-
rience is the day she
spent working in the

Regina Carson

HCHS junior tells
her UF experience

emergency room be-
cause there was always
a rush or urgency and
you had to be able to
think fast to handle a
variety of situations. 
“It was so cool assist-

ing in the white lab
coat,” she said. “It has
been lots of fun being at
UF and I met lots of
people. Meeting people
from other cultures was
interesting for me and
learning about the way
they do things. I am so
thankful for the experi-
ence like many others
before me and I hope
more of our students
will complete the appli-
cation process next
year. It was long and
detailed but it’s worth
the try.”
The climaxing event

was the Summer Health
Care Banquet held last
Saturday at the Para-
mount Plaza & Confer-
ence Center Grand Ball-
room in Gainesville.
Participants received
accolades and certifi-
cates, surrounded by
families, program par-
ticipants and staff.

July 3 storm packs a wallop
A severe weather system that rolled through Hamilton

County on July 3 packed a wallop and caused a lot of
damage to several structures, as well as downed many
trees, according to Emergency Management Director
Henry Land.

Homes, barns and autos were damaged around the
area of CR 152 where one home suffered severe struc-
tural damage and another home lost its carport, which
landed on top of the house and in a tree. Power lines
were down, as well, in certain areas. Hamilton County
High School was also struck by lightning which took out
half of the school’s air conditioning system.

Although some residents are certain some of the dam-
age was caused by a tornado, Land said that according to
the National Weather Service there was no rotation in
any of the clouds. The NWS, he said, attributed it to
straight line winds and potential downbursts (micro-
bursts).

Faye Hill and her daughters Lojuan and Levette said
they watched as, what they claim were three twisters,
formed in the field in front of their house and started
aiming toward them.

Hill said she prayed for God to put his hand in front of
the tornado and it paused at the front of her house.

In her words, “As if angry God would not let it tear up
my house.”

The as of now unconfirmed tornado, Hill said, went up
and over the house and back down into her backyard. 

“It left total destruction in the yard with nearly 15
trees downed and a roof that would need replacing, but
most importantly, the ladies were safe,” said Hill. 

Hill is retired from the Hamilton County school sys-
tem with 22 years of service. Her late husband Rev.
Wendell Hill retired from the Hamilton County school
system with 33 years of service. He also pastored at Cal-
vary Baptist Church of Jasper with his wife beside him.

Hill and her husband were known in the community
for always being there for countless visits to people’s
home, hospital bed, and many times beating them to the
hospital in an emergency. Her husband preached count-
less burials and wed many couples throughout his 22
years of service at Calvary and in other pastorships. 

The community came together as the news spread that
insurance would not cover the trees downed in the storm
and no help was otherwise available.

The family wishes to thank those involved in the
clean-up, including Suwannee Limb and Tree of Live
Oak, Dennis’ Garage, John’s Lawn Service in Live Oak,
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, Harrell Insurance-
Doug Whitaker, Tex’s Sawmill Service, Suwannee Sta-
tion Baptist Church, Red’s Crazy Dog Lawn Service,
Napa of Jasper, Josh Smith, Jimmy Murphy Farm and
Jasper Hardware, as well as cash donations from Harrell

The storm downed trees in front of the Hill home. 
- Courtesy Photo

Reid, Doug Whitaker, David Goolsby and Eddie Tucker
to help with the expense of fuel for vehicles, tractors and
chain saws. 

“If you visited the site during the clean-up, we would
like to make you aware that all equipment and men were
through personal donation,” said Hill. “It was an amaz-
ing act of good will by too many individuals to be named
here who were willing and able to give of themselves.
The Hill family wish for each of you to be blessed ten-
fold for your generosity; you all know who you are.”

After years of neglect to the house since the passing of
Hill’s husband, the family is trying to make necessary
repairs and take care of the immediate needs of Faye
Hill. Donations (checks made to Faye Hill) may be
dropped off at the Napa Store in Jasper with Josh Alt-
man. 
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By  Johnny Bullard

“What d read ful ho t
w eather w e  have . It
keeps me in a continual
state  o f ine legance .”
(Jane Austen)

Dear Jane, I can be-
lieve that during the day
and time she lived, with
all those long sleeves,
long dresses, layered
undergarments, stock-
ings, and every kind of
covering in the world,
that hot weather would
have posed a problem.
No wonder there are all
the stories about wilting
Southern belles who
“fainted” from the “va-
pors” , succumbing to
the heat of summer such
as we experience in this
area at this time of year.

The dog days of sum-
mer are upon us. The
hottest part of the sum-
mer, when, supposedly,
Sirius the dog star draws
closer to the earth and
emanates - a fancy
word, for “puts out” -
extra heat, along with
our “sun”, which is also
a sun. To use a good old
North Florida expres-
sion, “To get it down to
where the rubber hits
the road”, it’s hot weath-

er, folks.
Folks will often state

that nothing good can
come from a terrible or
dire situation. I beg to
differ. During the 1800’s,
all those poor souls over
in Apalachicola “burn-
ing up” with the Yellow
Fever and Dr. John
Gorie, who was a physi-
cian attending to the
needs of those who were
sorely affected, takes
some block ice and de-
vises a fanning system
to cool down the fevered
brows of the poor souls
and “voila”, the inven-
tion of air conditioning. 

There is a stature to
Dr. Gorrie, by  the way,
over in Apalachicola,
and if the state of Flori-
da could endow “saint-
hood” on anyone, I
think it should be him
for inventing a system
that made living in
Florida tolerable, and
did more to open the
state of Florida for
tourism than anything
since screened win-
dows. 

As hot as it is, there
are many blessings we
have here in our beloved
homeland that can and
will help us beat the
heat. Visit any of our

area’s wonderful recre-
ational areas, rivers,
lakes or springs, and en-
joy the natural beauty
and refreshment that
brings a better attitude
during this, the hottest
part of the year.

Take a hike down to
your local Dollar Store
and purchase yourself a
bottle of wintergreen al-
cohol for less than a dol-
lar a bottle in most in-
stances and “sponge
down” with it before re-
tiring for the evening or,
at any time, for a bit of
instant refreshment that
will make one feel bet-
ter.

Take a trip to one of
our area’s wonderful
public libraries and un-
der the cool of the air
conditioner, enjoy read-
ing a great book, maybe
something about cooler
climes or cooler weath-
er.

Recently, a good
friend of mine and his
father took a trip to the
Scandinavian countries
of Europe, Denmark,
Sweden and Norway.
He posted some of the
most magnificent photos
of cool looking fjords,
icebergs taken near the
Arctic circle; truly won-

derful photos that I en-
joyed immensely, even
though I wasn’t there. 

There are also colorful
natural heralds that
make us, at times, forget
about the heat. The
beautiful deep, rich col-
ors of the crepe myrtles,
zinnias, and even
though they are not na-
tive to our area, hibis-
cus. I have seen some
advertised at Noble’s in
Live Oak that are ab-
solutely breathtaking.

Yes, at this time of the
year, we must realize
that about all we can do
is talk about the weath-
er, and if we don’t like it,
we have to change the
way we think about it.  

Like the nature of a lot
of people, the weather is
changeable and we can
be thankful for that. We
can also be thankful
that, even though it is
hot at this time of the
year, we are living in an
area that, once again, of-
fers many wonderful
and varied opportuni-
ties for renewal and re-
freshment.

From the Eight Mile
Still on the Woodpecker
Route north of White
Springs, go take a dip in
Blue Springs, Suwannee

Springs or one of the
many wonderful springs
in our area and for a
while, “beat the heat” of
summer and “Dog
Days”.   

Wishing each of you a
day filled with joy,
peace, and above all, lots
of love and laughter. So
blessed to be in the num-
ber, “one more time”.

Monument to Dr. Gorrie in Apalachicola. Dr. Gorrie invent-
ed the air conditioner.
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 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

873862
FCAN

FirstDay

CLASSIFIEDS

 Apply @ AverittCareers.com Equal
 Opportunity Employer - Females, minorities, protected 
 veterans, and individuals with
 disabilities are encouraged to apply.
 Want a Career OperatingHeavy Equipment? Bulldozers, 
 Backhoes, Excavators. “Hands On Training” & 
 Certifications Offered. National Average 18-22 Hourly! 
 Lifetime Job Placement Assistance. VA Benefits Eligible! 
 1-866-362-6497
 Quality Home Time! Now Hiring in Your Area. Avg. 
 $1000 Weekly, BCBS +401k + Pet & Rider. CDL-A Req- 
 877-258-9782. www.ad-drivers.com

 Miscellaneous
 DirectTV -2 Year Savings Event! Over 140 channels only 
 $29.99 a month. Only DirecTV gives you 2 YEARS of 
 savings and a FREE Genie upgrade! Call 1-800-481-2137
 DISH TV Retailer. Starting $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
 Find Out How to SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask About 
 SAME DAY Installation! CALL 1-800-605-0984

 Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
 alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 
 FREE Shipping! 100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
 1-800-943-8953

 Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls 
 can be fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
 Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
 Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Installation Included. 
 Call 1-800-605-6035 for $750 Off.

 REAL ESTATE
 Mountains of NC.
 New custom built 1,232 sf unfurnished
 log cabin on 1.59 ac. $74,900. Covered
 front and back porches with private
 setting, EZ access. 866-738-5522

 BUY OR SELL AN RV ONLINE
 Best Deals and Selection Visit RVT.com Classifieds 
 Thousands of RVs for Sale by Owner and Dealer Listings 
 www.RVT.com  877-698-1118

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified | Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 7/14 — 7/21

 873862

 Help Wanted
 ATTN: Drivers!Bring a Rider! $$$ Up to 50 cpm $$$ 
 BCBS + 401k + Pet & Rider Quality Hometime 
 Orientation  Sign On Bonus CDL-A Req 877-258-8782 
 www.ad-drivers.com
 Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded. $1000 sign on to Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: 843-266-3731 / http://
 www.bulldoghiway.com . EOE
 Adoption
 ADOPT-loving married couple seeks to adopt, will be 
 hands on mom and dad. Financial security. Expenses 
 paid. Dawn & Domenick 1(855)985-4592, Adam Sklar 
 #0150789
 ADOPTION:A childless loving couple seeks to adopt.  
 Large family. Financial Security. Expenses paid. Eileen & 
 Kim. kimandeileenadopt@gmail.com or 1-800-455-4929.
 Auctions
 Public Auction
 Estates, Bankruptcies, Cities
 Florida’s Largest Consignment Auction
 Sunday, July 20th – 1:00 pm
 422 Julia St., Titusville, FL 32796
 Real Estate – ’61 TBird – Trucks – Boats – Motorcycles-
 Firearms – Antiques –F urniture – Jewelry – Complete 
 Woodworking Shop – Contents of Antique Store – 
 Household Goods – Sun Dresses - Art Work – City 
 Surplus – Tools - Glassware And So Much More!
 No Charge To Attend. Sorry no pets.
 No Buyers Premium!!!
 Visit website for details & photos
 AB#9      Cliff Shuler Auctioneers     AU#14
 Life Member NAA & FAA
 Shuler & Shuler RE Auc., Inc., D Shuler Lic RE Broker
 www.soldfor.com
 Estate Auction – Onsite & Online
 Saturday, July 26th at 11am
 300 E. Royal Palm Road, Apt 11A
 Boca Raton, Fl 33432
 High-end Furniture & Decor, Antiques, Firearms & Vast 
 Qty. of Ammunition,  
 Fine Art, Oriental Rugs, Electronics, Fishing Rods & 
 Gear, Tools, Golf Clubs, Boating Gear & much more! 
 Visit our website at http://www.moeckerauctions.com 
 Preview: Day of sale 10am • 10%-15%BP (800) 840-
 BIDS Subj to confirm. 
 AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin
 Buy or Sell An RV Online
 Best Deals and Selection Visit RVT.com Classifieds 
 Thousands of RVs for Sale By Owner and Dealer Listings
 www.RVT.com  877-698-1118            
 Education
 TRAIN FROM HOME
 MEDICAL BILLING
 ACCOUNTING ASS’T
 CUSTOMER SERVICE
 NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED.
 HS/GED NEEDED TO APPLY
 Sullivan and Cogliano
 Training Centers. 1-800-451-0709
 Help Wanted
 AVERITT EXPRESS New Pay Increase For Regional 
 Drivers! 40 to 46 CPM + Fuel Bonus!
 Also, Post-Training Pay Increase for Students! 
 (Depending on Domicile) Get Home EVERY
 Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A req. 888-602-7440 
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The second annual Battle of the Bands
will be held Aug. 16, at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park & Campground
(SOSMPC) in Live Oak where the win-
ning band will take home $1,000.
Enter by going to musicliveshere.com

for an application or call Brittney at 386-
364-1683 to get signed up now. Cover
bands only (cover bands play songs
written and recorded by other artists,

usually well-known songs, as compared
to "original" bands which play only mu-
sic they themselves have written).
Bands must enter by Aug. 11.
At the first Battle of the Bands, Mayo’s

Band of Brothers took home the cash,
smiling all the way after wowing the
judges and the audience. Will yours be
the band this year that grabs the cash
and bragging rights? Sign up or you’ll

never know. But, hurry, deadline is
Aug. 11.
The event will run from 7 p.m. until

midnight so you can Discover, Perform
and Connect on this great and exciting
evening. Admission is free, doors open
at 5 p.m. for dinner Aug. 16. Delicious
food and a full service bar available.
If you would like to make reserva-

tions for RV parking, cabins, primitive

camping or camper parking for this
event or need more information, call
The SOSMPC at 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.com or go to
www.musicliveshere.com. The Spirit of
the Suwannee Music Park & Camp-
ground is located at 3076 95th Drive,
Live Oak, 4.5 miles south of Interstate 75
and 4.5 miles north of Interstate 10 off
US 129.

Battle of the Bands contest set for Aug. 16
at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

FAMILY FEATURES 

You can heighten the fun of every outdoor gathering with the right
nibbles, noshes and refreshments. A fruitful al fresco experience
involves lively conversation with good friends, easy finger foods

and tasty, versatile drinks that fit the laid-back atmosphere. For the hosts
who long for a successful backyard bash, consider serving palate-pleasing
Moscato. This deliciously sweet wine varietal has become very popular
as its approachable flavor profile is a guaranteed crowd pleaser.
Mix it up with fun flavors
In addition to the classic peach taste of the Gallo Family Vineyards
Original White Moscato, try the aromatic orange blossom notes of 
their Pink Moscato or the yummy red berry finish of their Red Moscato.

Or, dust off your finest barware
and make a splash by serving
simple wine cocktails. Whether
it’s a refreshing spin on a
classic, like the Moscato-lini
below, or your own recipe,
Moscato’s fruit-forward flavors
make it a great and unexpected
base for cocktails. 
Add a bit of flare
To keep outdoor gatherings
exciting, Gallo Family
Vineyards offers these
refreshing tips:
� Label your food offerings for

guests in a fun way by cutting
a slit in wine corks and insert -
ing a small card.

� Help guests cool down by
serving sweet wine cocktails
on ice.

� Give your guests a fun way 
to keep track of their drinks
by painting the bottom of
wine glasses with chalkboard
paint. Guests can use chalk 
to write their names and 
draw pictures.

For other ideas to make outdoor
entertaining a hit, visit
www.GalloFamily.com. 

Food Pairing Notes
Moscato is more than just a dessert wine. It tastes great with a variety
of food and particularly helps balance out spicy dishes that heat up
the night. No matter what cuisine you’re cooking up, a chilled glass
of Gallo Family Vineyards Moscato and the pairing guide below are
the perfect combination to elevate your outdoor engagements. 
� White Moscato: The honey notes are a perfect match for grilled

seafood, such as shrimp or trout.
� Pink Moscato: Great paired with spicy Asian or Mexican dishes,

and complements everyday desserts.
� Red Moscato: This refreshing red is served cold. Try it with light

cheeses and juicy burgers. 

Moscato Meatball Skewers
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 32 meatballs

2 pounds bulk spicy Italian sausage
1/2 cup Gallo Family Vineyards Red Moscato

1 cup plain Greek yogurt
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/2 cup diced cucumber

1 lemon
1/4 cup cilantro, chopped

Parmesan cheese, optional
Preheat oven to 350°F.

In large bowl, stir together sausage and Moscato until combined. Using
medium cookie scoop, form meatballs and place on baking sheet, evenly
spaced. Bake for 25–30 minutes or until no longer pink.

Meanwhile, in small bowl stir together all other ingredients to create
yogurt sauce.

Thread meatballs onto skewers and serve alongside yogurt sauce. Garnish
with additional cilantro and grated Parmesan cheese, if desired.

Strawberry Pink Moscato Ice Pops
Prep time: 15 minutes (plus at least 10 hours to freeze)
Cook time: 1 minute 
Servings: 16 
Fruity layer:

1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup water

1 pound ripe strawberries, hulled
1 pinch of fine sea salt
8 fluid ounces Gallo Family Pink Moscato

Creamy layer:
1 can (14 ounce) sweetened condensed milk

1 1/2 cups half and half
1 cup heavy cream
1 tablespoon orange blossom water
1 pinch of fine sea salt

To make fruity layer, combine sugar and water in small saucepan. Heat over
low, stirring until sugar dissolves. Remove from heat and let cool completely.

Add cooled syrup, strawberries and salt to jar of blender and puree until
almost smooth, leaving bit of texture. Stir in pink moscato.

To make creamy layer, place everything into a 4-cup capacity measuring
cup with a spout and whisk together until well combined.

To freeze, fill ice pop molds about one-fifth of way with either mixture
(layers can be any size or amount you choose). Put in freezer until first layer
is set enough to hold another layer, 60–90 minutes. Store mixtures in fridge
between layers.

Remove and fill another one-fifth with opposite mixture. Return to freezer
until layer is set. Repeat until molds are filled to top, adding ice pop sticks in
once third layer is added (adjust to type of ice pop mold).

After final layer is added, freeze at least another 6–8 hours before serving.
To serve, run bottom of molds under hot water for few seconds, or until able
to pull ice pop free from mold. (If using paper cup, just peel cup away.)
Note: If you don’t want layers, whisk mixtures together. You can also make
each layer into its own ice pop, if you choose.

Blackberry Moscato Bellini
Servings: 1

1/4 cup blackberries
1 tablespoon water
5 ounces chilled Gallo Family Vineyards Moscato
1 whole blackberry for garnish

Combine blackberries and water in blender and puree until smooth.
Strain through fine-mesh strainer, discarding seeds and solids. Fill
bottom of chilled Champagne coupe with blackberry puree. Top
with Moscato and garnish with fresh blackberry.

Moscato Moscow Mule
Servings: 1

4 ounces ginger beer
3 ounces Gallo Family Vineyards Moscato
1 ounce lime juice
1 lime wheel
1 mint sprig for garnish

Pour ginger beer, Moscato and lime juice into ice-filled copper mug.
Garnish with lime wheel and mint sprig.

Moscato Mango Mojito
Servings: 1

1 lime, cut into eighths
5 leaves basil, plus more for garnish

1/2 teaspoon demerara sugar
1 1/4 ounces Gallo Family Vineyards Moscato

1 ounce white rum
1 1/4 ounces mango puree or mango nectar

Muddle lime, basil leaves, and sugar in bottom of cocktail shaker.
Fill with ice; add Moscato, white rum and mango nectar. Shake and
strain into ice-filled rocks glass. Garnish with basil sprig.
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Call today for booth information!

Rachel Thrasher Noles
229-300-4676
229-269-4514
rachel.thrasher@gaflnews.com

Vendor spaces available:

• Face-to-face interaction with over 800 local seniors

• Generate leads and prospect lists from qualified buyers

• An oppurtunity to expand your brand and build rapport

SHOW SPONSORED BY:

Senior Living
JOIN US!!!
~ for the 14th Annual ~

South Georgia

SHOWCASE

CALL
TODAY!

Space is
limited.

Kelly Brooks Johnson
229-300-2749
229-269-4512
kelly.johnson@gaflnews.com

A morning of information, communication,
demonstrations, door prizes and giveaways!

87
61
21

August 16, 2014
James H. Rainwater Conference Center

9am - 1pm
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888-304-2277
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN

888-463-6831
4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2014 DODGE DART

V140552

2014 DODGE AVENGER

V140184

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE

V140462

 2014 RAM 1500 2014 RAM 2500 4 DR                     
4X4 HD

V140284

2014 RAM 1500 4 DOOR

Q140103

V140369

2014 JEEP PATRIOT

Q140312

2014 RAM 1500 LARAMIE 
4 DR

Q140138

V140065

7 Passenger
2014 DODGE DURANGO

V140465

2014 CHRYSLER 300 

V140071

8640 HWY 84 WEST
229-263-7561 87

32
22

2014 CHEVY 
SONIC LT

ALL NEW 2015
CHEVY TAHOE

C150015

Hottest Convertible Deal On The Planet!
2013 CHRYSLER 200 

Only 
1 Left

V130342

V150002

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & LEMON LAW FEE OF $3 AND REFLECT ALL APPLICABLE FACTORY REBATES.  VEHICLES MAY BE LO CATED AT EITHER OF 
OUR QUITMAN OR VALDOSTA DEALERSHIPS.  ALL PRICES GOOD THROUGH JULY 19, 2014 OR UNTIL VEHICLE IS SOLD, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. 1500 
TRUCKS & AVENGER PRICES INCLUDE $500 REBATE WHEN FINANCED WITH CHRYSLER CAPITAL. LARAMIE 1500 TRUCK INCLUDES $1000 CONQUEST 
REBATE TO CUSTOMER WHO OWN A COMPETITIVE BRAND TRUCK. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ANY OR ALL ADVERTISED PRICE. 

2014 DODGE CHARGER

Q140060

7 Passenger

Q140250

2014 DODGE JOURNEY

2014 CHEVY 
CRUZE LT

C140231

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & LEMON LAW FEE OF $3 AND REFLECT ALL APPLICABLE FACTORY REBATES.  VEHICLES ARE 
LOCATED AT OUR QUITMAN DEALERSHIP.  ALL PRICES GOOD THROUGH JULY 19, 2014 OR UNTIL VEHICLE IS SOLD, 
WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE ANY OR ALL ADVERTISED PRICE. 

Ford Escape 
Owners

Save another 
$1000!

2014 CHEVY EQUINOX

2014 CHEVY 
IMPALA

2014 SILVERADO 1500 LT 4 DR 

2015 SILVERADO 2500 
HEAVY DUTY 4 DR 4X4 2014 SILVERADO 1500 

ALL NEW

C140171

C140162

ALL-STAR EDITION -
 5.3L V8, 18” ALUM WHEELS REAR 

CAMERA, REMOTE START, NAVI & MORE!   
 MSRP:  $42,305 - DISC. $7,307

C150004

SUPPLIER PRICING
on 2014 1500 Crew Cab...
plus 0% for 72 months on 
ALL 2014 Silverado 1500 

C140206

CLEARANCE 
PRICES ON ALL 

REMAINING 
2014’s!

HURRY!!

2014 JEEP COMPASS

V140314

FIND NEW ROADS

CLEARANCE 
PRICES ON ALL 

REMAINING 
2014’s!

HURRY!!
SUMMER DRIVE

2014 SILVERADO 1500 LT 
    4 DR 4X4                    Z71 

Ed
uc

ato
rs D

iscount - Supplier Pricing

Employees of Educational Institutions
$AVE THOUSAND$

Everybody Knows Chevys Cost Less In Quitman!
EXAMPLE: C140162  MSRP: $27,735 - DISCOUNT $885 - $2000 

DOWN, $24,850/72=$345/MONTH, PLUS TAX, TITLE & $3 LEMON LAW.
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