
By Jeff Waters, editor
jeff.waters@gaflnews.com

Third Judicial Circuit Judge
Andrew J. Decker III’s attorneys
filed an answer to formal
charges filed against him in Feb-
ruary by the Florida Judicial
Qualifications Commission

(JQC).
The JQC filed seven formal

charges against Decker for sever-
al alleged violations of judicial
canon and misconduct prior to
being elected judge in November
2012.

Count 1
The first count states that

Decker participated in a tele-

vised debate on July 31, 2012 and
stated that as a lawyer he never
had been accused of having a
conflict of interest or represent-
ing more than one side in a civil
case. The JQC stated that was “a
false statement.” The JQC states
Decker violated canons 7A(3)(b)

SEE RIVER, PAGE 8A

SEE JUDGE, PAGE 2A
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Another Way, Inc. will
be hosting this month’s
Chamber Mixer at the
Hamilton County Court-
house Annex building
tonight (Thursday, April
17), from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Light refreshments
will be served as Cham-
ber members meet and
greet. There will be a $25
gift card drawing, so
don’t forget to bring
your business card for a
chance to win.

The annex is located at
1153 US Hwy. 41, Suite 9,
in Jasper. This event is
brought to you by the
Hamilton County Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Chamber
mixer
tonight at
courthouse
annex

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The town of White
Springs is holding an
election for three council
seats on Tuesday, April
22.

Qualifying for the
three council seats cur-
rently held by Helen
Miller, Walter McKenzie
and Richard Marshall,
ended at noon on Tues-
day, March 18, and
books closed for register-
ing to vote on Monday,
March 24.

Seven people qualified
to run in the election, in-
cluding the three incum-
bents, Helen Miller, Wal-
ter McKenzie and
Richard Marshall. The
other four who qualified
are C.E. (Woody)
Woodard, Willie Jeffer-
son, Joe Griffin and
Spencer Lofton.

Polls will be open for
voting on Tuesday, April
22.

White Springs
town council
election is
April 22

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

According to Columbia
and Hamilton County
Health Departments Ad-
ministrator Mark Lander,
the two public health vio-
lations against Halal Meats
in Jasper have been cor-
rected as of Thursday,
April 3, and were verified
by Ron Taylor from the
Hamilton County branch
of the health department,
who inspected the busi-
ness.

“All current Department
of Health enforcement has
been closed, since the sani-
tary nuisance no longer ex-

Halal Meats
no longer in
violation

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

At the April 1 meeting of
the Hamilton County
Board of County Commis-
sioners, Emergency Man-
agement Director Henry
Land briefed the board on
fire department matters
within the county, specifi-
cally the recruitment and
retention of firefighters.

The first Firefighter 1
class for the county took
place April 1 at 6:30 p.m.

“That’s a big positive for
us,” said Land. “It’s a step
in the right direction.”

One thing that has been
discussed numerous times
in numerous venues lately
is the possibility of offering
an incentive program to
the firefighters in the coun-
ty, in order to help retain
them for the long term.

“It’s a question that
keeps coming back to me
from the chiefs,” Land
said. “They’re wanting
some direction as to how to

Decker
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Local
fire 
issues
discussed

Emergency Management 
Director Henry Land. 
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission
(FWC) spokesperson Karen Parker offered
an update on the New York couple whose
bodies were found floating in the Suwannee
River last month and preliminary findings
from the medical examiner’s office, she said,
show the cause of death to be drowning.

River deaths
ruled a drowning
NY couple’s boat still not found

SEE LOCAL, PAGE 8A

Prescription
drug take
back day is
April 26
See details, Page 8A

This week, the
Suwannee River Re-
gional Library System
joins libraries in
schools, campuses and
communities nation-
wide in celebrating Na-
tional Library Week, a time to highlight the
value of libraries, librarians and library
workers.  

Lives change
at your library

Celebrate
National

Library Week
April 13-19

SEE LIVES, PAGE 8A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

On Monday, April 14,
the Hamilton County
School Board voted 4-1 in
favor of elementary school
consolidation, with school
board member Johnny

Bullard being the lone vote
against Superintendent
Thomas Moffses' recom-
mendation. The vote for
consolidation means the
school district is moving
forward with a plan to
close North, South and
Central Hamilton elemen-
tary schools and build a
new, single facility in
Jasper at the old JRE Lee
Complex (former school
administration building)
that will accommodate all
elementary students in the
county.

The Florida Department
of Education (FDOE)

-Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor
HCHS auditorium was packed for a school board meeting about elementary school consolidation.

Elementary schools
to consolidate 

School board votes 4-1

Flyers like these had no effect on the
school board vote.

Dozens of these signs were posted
along US 129 near the high school to
greet visitors to the school board
meeting.

If approved by
FDOE, governor
and legislature, 
construction to 
begin July, 2015 
at old JRE Lee
Complex

SEE ELEMENTARY, PAGE 14A

Got
Drugs?
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and 7A(3)(e)(ii). 
Decker admitted in his

response filed April 3,
the allegations were fac-
tual but states the “im-
position of any disci-
pline is subject to the
constitutional limita-
tions regarding factual
misstatements made in
the course of a judicial
election and political de-
bate.”

Count 2

Decker is charged
with stating many times
on the campaign trail he
is a “committed Christ-
ian” which articulates a
pledge or promise of fu-
ture conduct that vio-
lates canons 1, 2A,
7A(3)(a), 7A(3)(e)(i) and
3B(5). 

Decker states that
throughout the cam-
paign for judge, he
asked the voters to eval-
uate his candidacy on
the basis of four factors:
his faith, family, service
to the legal profession
and commitment to the
community.

“(Decker’s) statements
regarding his Christian
identity are an expres-
sion of his values, not a
promise or commitment
to rule in a particular
manner or to favor one
group over another,” the
response stated. 

The response states
Decker’s statements of
faith are “indistinguish-
able” from other state-
ments by  state and fed-
eral judges in the United
States, including that of
a current Circuit Judge
William H. Pryor Jr., of
the 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals, who has writ-
ten about his Catholic
faith being the “founda-

tion of my worldview”,
among other statements. 

The response states
that Decker’s statements
of faith are protected by
the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution
concerning freedom of
speech and of religion. 

Count 3

At a forum on June 11,
2012, Decker stated he
had converted from the
Democratic party to a
Republican, and also an-
nounced his stance on
abortion, being “pro-
life.”

The JQC states this vi-
olates canons 7A(1)(c)
and 7C(3).

In the response to
charge three, Decker ad-
mits he identified him-
self as a Republican and
that he announced his
position on the disputed
legal and political issue
of abortion.

According to the re-
sponse, Decker’s speech
as candidate “occupies
the core of the protection
afforded by the First
Amendment.”

The response cites
case ACLU of Fla. Inc v.
The Fla. Bar, “(A) person
does not surrender his
constitutional right to
freedom of speech when
he becomes a candidate
for judicial office.”

Further, it was noted
that the Florida Supreme
Court has noted “a can-
didate may state his or
her personal views, even
on disputed issues.”

It was also noted in
the response that the
JQC has stated it “claims
no right to censor such
speech” when it comes
to a candidate for judi-
cial office expressing an
opinion on disputed po-
litical and legal issues. 

Count 4

The charge states
Decker was identified as
being affiliated with the
Tea Party Executive
Committee on June 30,
2012, and that he did not
dispute, but embraced,
the affiliation. It is also
alleged Decker interject-
ed political references in
the invocation, stating,
“we must get ‘those peo-
ple’ out of Washington
because they are not ca-
pable of running the
country.” The JQC states
Decker violated canon
7A(1, a-d). 

The response states
Decker denies he was
identified or introduced
as a member of the Tea
Party Executive Com-
mittee; denies that he
held any position with
the Tea Party and denies
he interjected political
references into his
prayer; and denies mak-
ing the statement about
Washington politics. 

Count 5

The city of Jasper had
an interest in buying
property in which Cir-
cuit Judge Paul S. Bryan,
Daniel A. Dukes, of
Union County, and
William E. Woodington,
of Union County, had an
ownership interest. At
one time Decker report-
edly represented all
three owners. He later
withdrew from repre-
senting Dukes and
Woodington. He after-
wards reportedly had a
phone conversation
with attorney Kris
Robinson, Dukes’ new
attorney, regarding the
possibility of sale to the
city of Jasper. At that
time, there was a pend-
ing complaint that

Judge Decker answers formal charges
Continued From Page 1A Dukes filed against

Decker with the Florida
Bar, claiming a conflict of
interest. Decker is al-
leged having said, “I
think we can do this, but
I will expect the griev-
ance to be dropped.”

Decker reportedly
then asked Robinson to
try to set up a meeting
because he believed that
if everyone could sit
down together, the issue
could be worked out.
This conduct violates, if
proven true, the policy of
absolute immunity for
complaints filed against
lawyers.

The response admits
that portion of the allega-
tions that he asked attor-
ney Robinson to try to set
up a meeting because
“(Decker) believed that if
everyone could sit down
together, the issues be-
tween the parties could
be resolved.”

Decker denies that he
proposed any agreement
that made dismissal of
the Dukes grievance a
condition of the potential
property sale between
Judge Bryan and Dukes.

Count 6

Decker represented de-
fendants Jean A. Cornell,
Joan T. Cornell, and Op-
tion One Mortgage Cor-
poration, against a fore-
closure action brought by
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,
represented by attorney
Bart Valdes in Columbia
County. This was not a
routine foreclosure, and
the case was assigned to
Judge Bryan. In the same
month, Decker began
representing Bryan in de-
fense of a separate suit la-
beled TD Bank, National
Association v. Bryan,
Woodington and Dukes,
pending in Eighth Judi-
cial Circuit in Bradford
County.  

“During this entire
time, neither you nor
Judge Bryan disclosed to
Mr. Valdes the attor-
ney/client relationship
between Judge Bryan and
you, and that you were
representing Judge Bryan
in another suit in another
circuit,” the formal
charges document stated.

The response states
that subsequent to resolu-
tion of the Wells Fargo v.
Cornell matter, Decker
learned of an opinion that
states “a judge currently
represented by an attor-
ney must automatically
recuse himself or herself
whenever the attorney or
members of his firm ap-
pear before the judge
even if the matter is an
uncontested matter.”

The response states
that if Decker had been
aware of the opinion or
been more familiar with
the Florida canons of Ju-
dicial Ethics at that time,

he would have brought
this to Judge Bryan’s at-
tention and made a writ-
ten disclosure to Wells
Fargo’s attorney.

Count 7

Charge seven involved
Decker’s handling of a
real estate foreclosure
case while he was a pri-
vate attorney and before
he was elected judge. 

Misconduct and con-
flict accusations were
made in spring 2012 by
Dukes, a partner in the
B.W.D. Land Trust repre-
sented by Decker in fore-
closure negotiations with
TD Bank. Other trust
partners were Circuit
Judge Bryan and Wood-
ington.

Among other things,
Dukes accused Decker of
conspiring with Judge
Bryan to transfer Duke’s
one-third ownership of
the foreclosed property
to Judge Bryan, then
withdrew as Duke’s at-
torney and later repre-
sented Judge Bryan in a
bankruptcy filing.

He also accused Deck-
er of representing clients
before Judge Bryan with-
out disclosing to the op-
posing side that Decker
had served as Judge
Bryan’s lawyer in other
legal proceedings.

The response asks for a
motion to dismiss count
seven and for an order
requiring the allegations
be stated in separate
paragraphs. 

Decker, through his at-
torneys, is also asking for
dismissal of all alleged
allegations he violated
canons 1, 2 and 3 of the
Code of Judicial Con-
duct.

JQC response

The JQC filed a re-
sponse Friday to Deck-
er’s April 3 response. The
JQC response states
Decker’s motion to dis-
miss all allegations in
canons 1, 2 and 3 and to
dismiss count seven are
“legally insufficient.”

“The JQC’s rules make
no provision for motions
directed to notices of for-
mal charges. Under the
JQC’s rules an investiga-
tive panel investigates
the conduct of Florida
judges to determine
whether there is probable
cause to file formal
charges. The JQC’s rules
then provide that upon
the filing of formal
charges, the judge may
serve and file an answer,
following which “the
hearing panel shall re-
ceive, hear and deter-

mine formal charges
from the investigative
panel,” the JQC response
states. 

Further, the JQC re-
sponse states the motion
to dismiss all alleged vio-
lations of canons 1, 2 and
3 should be denied as
well as the motion to dis-
miss charge 7.

According to JQC Ex-
ecutive Director Brooke
Kennerly, now that a re-
sponse is made, a hearing
before a six member pan-
el is held. After the hear-
ing, the panel determines
if the charges were
proven true. If any or all
are proven true, the mat-
ter then goes before the
Florida Supreme Court,
which then decides what
course of action to take
against Judge Decker.
Kennerly said Judge
Decker could face fines
and penalties up to re-
moval from office, de-
pending on many vari-
ables. 

Kennerly said if the six
member panel finds
nothing was violated, the
charges are dropped.
Kennerly stated the
process of the matter go-
ing before a panel and
the final outcome could
take months. 

Decker filed a request
April 3 that the final
hearing be heard in
Suwannee County, his
county of residence. 

Judge Decker is a judge
in Florida’s Third Judicial
Circuit which is com-
prised of Columbia, Dix-
ie, Hamilton, Lafayette,
Madison, Suwannee and
Taylor counties. His cur-
rent assignments are
handling cases in Hamil-
ton and Madison coun-
ties. He was admitted to
the Florida Bar in 1979
and was first elected
judge in November 2012.
Prior to his judgeship,
Judge Decker ran a suc-
cessful law firm in Live
Oak, which his family
still operates. 

Good Friday services
will be celebrated at
White Springs United
Methodist Church locat-
ed on US 41 in White
Springs on Friday, April
18, beginning at 7 p.m.
This impressive "Service
of the Shadows" delivers
the message of Good Fri-

day and Holy Week in a
very traditional, scrip-
tural and sensitive man-
ner.  Everyone is invited
to attend this outstand-
ing service in the historic
sanctuary. Come join us
on Friday, April 18. All
are welcomed to wor-
ship with us.

Good Friday services 

Hamilton
County
class of

1974
You are being hon-

ored at “our 40th class
reunion”.

Date: May 31, 2014
Place: Civic Center,

Jasper
Time: 7 p.m. until 12

a.m.
Come out and enjoy

an evening with your
classmates. There will be
T-shirts on sale for $8.
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lock on the school door and between now and then
there are still logical and legal ways to fight for
keeping our neighborhood South Hamilton Elemen-
tary School open.  Don’t give up yet. 

Speaking of not giving up, there is a town election
coming up on April 22.  Don’t give up your right to
vote.  Battles have been fought and good men and
women have fought and died right here in the Unit-
ed States to procure and protect your freedoms and
rights, including the right to vote for whomever
you choose.  I’m not going to tell you who to vote
for, but I am going to tell you this; if you care about
your life in White Springs, VOTE!

On Saturday, April 19th at 7:00 p.m. you can join
friends and neighbors around the campfire at
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park
for an evening of good
old-fashioned Florida
folk culture highlighting
the tradition of story-
telling and campfire
songs!  It will be a fun,
family evening. 

I’m a fisherman so I
stopped in at Roosters
Outfitters Bait and Tack-
le store the other day to
browse.  Let me share
this with my fellow fish-
ermen.  He has got some
really nice handmade
lures, better made than
ones I have paid nine or
ten bucks for at the big
tackle stores, at half the
price!  If you are a fish-
erman, it’s worth stop-
ping by Roosters.

The Easter Sunrise Ser-
vice at the Foster Park
has long been one of my
favorites.  This Easter
Sunday the 47th annual
Easter Sunrise Service at
Stephen Foster takes

“When it rains, it
pours.”  Truer words
were never spoken.
This time honored say-
ing applies to many dif-
ferent situations, some
relating to the weather,
but more to the ups and
downs of day to day
life.  Recently I was on a
deadline for several pro-

place on the east lawn of the carillon tower.  The
park will open at 6:15 a.m., a carillon concert begins
at 6:45 a.m. and the Easter Sunrise Service begins at
7:00 a.m.  Admission is free and refreshments will
be served after the service.  Thanks to Johnny
Bullard and the members of the many area church-
es that have kept this White Springs tradition go-
ing.  People coming together!  It is one of the good
things about life in White Springs.

I check my email for this column often and I look
forward to hearing from you.  I hope to see you out
and about, enjoying life in White Springs!  

Walter McKenzie
386-269-0056

lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

jects at once.  I needed to print some documents.
The computer file that contained the documents
said “File corrupted!”  I somehow got that straight-
ened out and then my desktop printer seemed to be
out of ink.  A new ink cartridge revealed that the
printer couldn’t care less, it still wouldn’t work!  A
trip to a commercial printer in Lake City solved the
problem but all the printed documents, hundreds of
them, were folded the wrong way.  Yes, when it
rained it poured, but I persevered and, just in the
nick of time, the project got done.  Sometimes we
get setbacks, unexpected bumps and bruises, but it
has been my experience that, if you have realistic
goals that are worth the effort, you just keep on
pushing through.  Most of the time things work
out.

Along that line, it seems like that when it comes
to the threatened closure of South Hamilton Ele-
mentary, when it rains it pours!  The citizens of
White Springs have fought one battle after another
to keep our school open and they came out in
droves for this week’s county school board meeting
to speak in favor of keeping an elementary school
in White Springs.  Some speakers spoke eloquently,
some passionately, and some simply and to the
point, but all spoke with a certain knowledge and
strong conviction that neighborhood schools are
what is best for the children that attend them.
Some folks might feel that it was all to no avail, as
the board, except for our representative, Mr. Johnny
Bullard, voted to build one consolidated elementary
school for the entire county in Jasper, which means
our school will be closed if and when the funding is
approved and the new school is built.  To those of
you who were there because you care, I say this.
Don’t give in to a feeling of defeat.  Keep on push-
ing through.  It’s not over until they put the pad-
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By Marianela Toledo 
Florida Watchdog

MIAMI — As the old po-
litical adage goes, where
you stand depends on
where you sit.

Take Charlie Crist for ex-
ample.

He was elected Florida’s
governor in 2007 as a Re-
publican, but near the end
of his first term he left the
party, became an indepen-
dent and launched an ill-
fated campaign for the U.S. Senate
against GOP nominee Marco Rubio
and Democrat Kendrick Meek.

Now Crist wants to be governor
again, but this time he’s running as a
Democrat.

Crist is not unique. He’s not the only
Florida politician who changed their
political stripes.

State Rep. Ana Rivas Logan of Mia-
mi was a Republican and is now a De-
mocrat, and the state party welcomed
her with opened arms.

“The GOP of today is not the party I
joined,” said Rivas Logan in a news re-
lease announcing her change is affilia-
tion. “It’s a party that has been radical-
ized and held hostage by a group of
extremists.”

Scott Herman is another. He ran for
state representative in 2012 as a Re-
publican, but lost to Democrat incum-
bent Perry Thurston. Shortly after that
race, Herman switched to the Democ-
rats and he’s running again.

It’s not just politicians jumping ship.
The Democratic Party of Miami-Dade
recently held a news conference to cel-
ebrate a group of citizens who
changed their party registration from
Republican to Democrat.

While the common denominator
seems to be disappointment in their
party’s core values, one can’t help but
wonder if there’s more to the story.

“Sometimes it’s rational to change
one’s mind,” said Kenneth W. Good-
man, a professor and director of ethics
programs at the University of Miami.
“When one party no longer represents
the values of the candidate, it becomes
a responsibility to change parties.”

But Goodman questions the motives
of the political turnabouts.

“Do you change your party as a
point of intellectual commitment or do
you change your party because you

think you are going to get more
votes?” he asked.

It’s hard to know.
“One of the things we lack in politics

— this is not new — is we lack of au-
thenticity,” he said. “It’s hard to know
who the real person is behind the can-
didate.”

Pollster and political strategist Dario
Moreno told the Miami Herald that Ri-
vas Logan’s change of party was likely
motivated by her desire to “resurrect
herself as a state representative.” He
said “those seats are becoming more
competitive,” and in this case, the De-
mocrats are running what he considers
to be “a competitive candidate”
against State Rep. Erik Fresen.

There’s no law against changing par-
ties, according to a study from the Leg-
islature’s Committee of Ethics and
Elections, “Legal Implications of Can-
didate Party Switching in Florida Elec-
tions”. All that’s required is a declara-
tion the politician hasn’t been a mem-
ber of any other political part for at
least six months before the general
election in which they are qualifying.

For Crist, the party switch may be a
good move. A poll by Sunshine State
Newsshows that in the race for gover-
nor, incumbent Rick Scott leads Crist
by only a thin 1 percentage point mar-
gin, 45 percent for Scott to 44 percent
for Crist.

“While Scott’s lead is within the
margin of error, the poll reveals the
Republican holds an important 5 point
lead over Crist among Floridians more
likely to cast votes in the November
election,” states the survey, which was
conducted March 31-April 3 with 800
registered Florida voters. The margin
of error is plus or minus 3.46 percent.

Contact Marianela Toledo at Mari-
anela.Toledo@FloridaWatchdog.org or
on Twitter @mtoledoreporter

Hope this makes it in time for this
week. Especially for the upcoming
Rodeo Queen Contest on Saturday,
April 19 (at the arena) at 7 p.m., the
FFA barbecue dinner, starts at 5 p.m.,
can't wait for some of that good
Hamilton County Barbecue.  Hope to
see many old friends and some new
ones. It will be convenient for me this
year.

The next weekend, April 25-26, the
Annual Championship Rodeo at the
arena, gates opening at 6 p.m., rodeo at
8 p.m., it will be good to see activity at
the arena. Have missed the shows and
visiting with old friends. Hope to see
many of you there. It will be a couple
of nice weekends visiting with friends
there.

Also on April 25, the annual benefit
Golf Tournament HC Alcohol & Other

Drug Prevention Coalition Fundraiser
at Florida Gateway Golf & Country
Club, Hwy 129 N, Jasper, 8:30 a.m. un-
til. Brings back memories of weekends
spent with our families, enjoying
lunch, golf for the men, swimming for
the young folks and visiting around
the pool for the ladies.

Jasper Woman's Club is grateful to
all who helped make our dinner a suc-
cess, the food was good and we appre-
ciate all who had a part in the event,
we have decided, however, that next
time we will try to have tables where
people can come in and eat there and
visit. Maybe not have a sale, we had
much left over, however the Boys
Ranch profited. What was not sold
was picked up by them and given to
use as needed.

And the rain came! Can't even imag-
ine how others have gotten through
the terrible rain times in other parts of
the country.  

Have a good one, hope you will help
make mine better by letting me hear
from you. Stay dry, as much as possi-
ble.

norrislw@windstream.net
386-792-2151

Switching political parties may be
a simple strategy of convenience

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris
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OPINION

George Leef, director of research
for the North Carolina-based John
William Pope Center for Higher Edu-
cation Policy, authored a Forbes op-
ed article titled "Obama Administra-
tion Takes Groupthink To Absurd
Lengths." The subtitle is "School Dis-
cipline Rates Must Be 'Proportion-
ate.'" (http://tinyurl.com/mxnlg9h).
Let's examine some of the absurdity
of the Obama administration's take
on student discipline.
Last January, the departments of

Justice and Education published a
"guidance" letter describing how
schools can meet their obligations
under federal law to administer stu-
dent discipline without discriminat-
ing on the basis of race, color or na-
tional origin. Its underlying threat is
that if federal bureaucrats learn of
racial disproportionality in the pun-
ishments meted out for misbehavior,
they will descend upon a school's ad-
ministrators. If schools cannot justify
differentials in rates of punishment
by race or ethnic group, they will
face the loss of federal funds and be
forced to undertake costly diversity
training.
The nation's educators can avoid

sanctions by adopting a racial quota
system for student discipline. So as
Roger Clegg, president and general
counsel of the Center for Equal Op-
portunity, predicts, "school officials

will either start
disciplining stu-
dents who
shouldn't be, or,
more likely, will
not discipline
some students
who ought to
be." I can imag-
ine school ad-
ministrators rea-
soning this way: "Blacks are 20 per-
cent of our student body, and 20 per-
cent of suspensions this year have
been of black students. In order to
discipline another black student
while maintaining our suspension
quota, we will have to suspend some
white students, whether they're
guilty or not." Some administrators
might see some injustice in that ap-
proach and simply ignore the misbe-
havior of black students.
Leef cites Manhattan Institute's

Heather Mac Donald, who wrote in
City Journal
(http://tinyurl.com/9k648fj) that
"the Departments of Education and
Justice have launched a campaign
against disproportionate minority
discipline rates, which show up in
virtually every school district with
significant numbers of black and His-
panic students. The possibility that
students' behavior, not educators'
racism, drives those rates lies outside

the Obama ad-
ministration's
conceptual uni-
verse." She quot-
ed Aaron Benner,
a black teacher in
a St. Paul, Minn.,
school who ab-
hors the idea that
school officials
should go easy on

black students who act up because
(as a "facilitator" said) that's what
black culture is. "They're trying to
pull one over on us. Black folks are
drinking the Kool-Aid; this 'let-them-
clown' philosophy could have been
devised by the KKK." Benner is right.
I can't think of a more racist argu-
ment than one that holds that disrup-
tive, rude behavior and foul lan-
guage are a part of black culture.
If Barack Obama's Department of

Justice thinks that disproportionality
in school punishments is probative of
racial discrimination, what about our
criminal justice system, in which a
disproportionate number of blacks
are imprisoned, on parole or proba-
tion, and executed? According to the
NAACP's criminal justice fact sheet,
blacks now constitute nearly 1 mil-
lion of the total 2.3 million people
who are incarcerated. Blacks are in-
carcerated at nearly six times the rate
of whites. The NAACP goes on to re-

port that if blacks and Hispanics
were incarcerated at the same rate as
whites, today's prison and jail popu-
lations would decline by approxi-
mately 50 percent
(http://tinyurl.com/7g2b32h).
So what to do? For example, blacks

are 13 percent of the population but
over 50 percent of homicide victims
and about 46 percent of convicted
murderers. Seeing as the Obama ad-
ministration is concerned about pun-
ishment disproportionality, should
black convicts be released so that
only 13 percent of incarcerated mur-
derers are black? Or should the De-
partment of Justice order the convic-
tion of whites, whether they're guilty
or not, so that the number of people
convicted of murder by race is equal
to their number in the general popu-
lation? You say, "Williams, that not
only is a stupid suggestion but vio-
lates all concepts of justice!" You're
absolutely right, but isn't it just as
stupid and unjust for the Obama ad-
ministration to seek punishment
equality in schools?

Walter E. Williams is a pro fessor o f
economics at George Mason Univer-
sity. To  find  out more  about Walter
E. Williams and  read  features by o th-
er Creators Synd icate  writers and
cartoonists, visit the  Creators Synd i-
cate  Web page at www.creators.com.

Equality in discipline
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

OPINION

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer
Recently at the break-

fast club, not a mention
was made of the Ukrain-
ian crisis, the missing
Malaysian airliner or
Obamacare — nary a
word. It was all about
small talk. Small talk,
but by way of deep
thought.
For instance, we

learned that a good way
to take a cat to the vet is
to put it in a pillow case.
A mivniature Tasmanian
devil can be converted to
a static little ball of fur. 
Then we took a vote

on the best TV commer-
cials. The top one was
where the little girl sit-
ting in the back seat of

the car asks her mom
what was “neutering.”
And the camera switches
to the family dog seated
beside her. The dog lifts
its ears and its eyes get
really big, and then it
sails out the window.
The runner-up was the

one where it is decided
that Pinocchio is not a
good motivational
speaker. It was also a
consensus that the Sonic
commercial with the two
guys in the car getting
giddy over milkshakes
was rather lame. One fel-
low used the word
“dorks.” 
We talked about John-

ny Dickerson’s extensive
arrowhead collection
which would fill a small
museum. And we all had
stories about when we
were kids and found our
first arrowheads. 
And I guess we just

had never thought about
it, but it was mentioned
that the Creeks didn’t
know they were Creeks
until the white man told
them they were Creeks.
Then in that vein, some-
one suggested that
maybe we should tell

It was small talk but deep thinking
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Arrest Record
Ed itor's no te :  The

Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped, we will be
happy to make note of
this in the  new spaper
w hen jud icial proo f is
presented  to  us by you or
the authorities.
The following abbrevi-

ations are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforce-
ment
FHP - Florida High-

way Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department

JNPD - Jennings Police
Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforce-
ment
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department
April 12, Jonathan Lee

Marshall, 28, 1100 Oak
Street, Jennings, Fla., 13-
127CTA (FTADWLR
with knowledge): HCSO
- Murphy
April 12, Samantha Re-

nee Marshall, 30, 1100
Oak street, Jennings, Fla.,
VOP 13-10-CF (poss. of
cocaine): HCSO - Mur-
phy
April 13, Ashley Eliza-

beth Smith, 27, 16521
River Street, White
Springs, Fla., FTA: bat-
tery (DV)
#2014mm00045mma:
HCSO - Howell
April 13, Jacob Bridger

Block, 52, 401 SE 12th
Ave., Apt. 277, Norman,
Ok., 73071, DUI-4th of-
fense, DWLS/R third of-
fense: FHP - Davis 

TPOA
Meeting
Timberlake Property

Owners Association will
have its next board meet-
ing on April 22 (Tues-
day), 2014 at 6 p.m. at
3392 NW 60th Ave. Jen-
nings.
All members are invit-

ed to attend. We need
everyone’s voice to be
heard.

Congress that it isn’t all
that smart. It just as-
sumes it’s smart until
collectively they are told
otherwise. Sometimes
things can be so simple
when we think them
through.
Of course we are all

very busy people, and
we just don’t allocate
much time for deep
thinking. So the break-
fast club provides such
opportunity where we
can ponder things that
maybe no one has ever
pondered before. It’s
kind of like going into
space ... where no one
has been before. Some-
one overhearing our con-
versations might sup-
pose that we actually are
out in space. But our club
keeps growing. We don’t
have a secret handshake
yet or decoder rings, but
we may be developing
political power. 
So I brought up a sub-

ject that I would bet has
seldom been the topic of
conversations. Cor-
duroy.
That’s right. Corduroy

was not found already
existing in nature like oil,
retsin or the 12 musical
notes. Someone had to

make it. We wondered
who and when. I
whipped out my smart
phone and Googled it. 
Corduroy goes back at

least 2,000 years. It was
once referred to as the
“velvet of poor people.”
Somewhere along the
way, royalty took a lik-
ing to it. King Henry VIII
was said to fancy cor-
duroy.
I once had a corduroy

coat. It was okay. And I
had a pair of corduroy
slacks. They were not
okay. When I walked it
sounded like I was try-
ing to build a fire by rub-
bing my knees together.
You couldn’t sneak up

on anyone because they
were so noisy. I’m guess-
ing a spy or a Navy Seal
would never wear cor-
duroy.
Unlike double knit,

which mercifully had a
wooden steak driven
into its heart along with
disco music back in the
mid 70s, corduroy has
been up and down but
always around.

It got severely resur-
rected by the hippie
movement in the late 60s
and early 70s. And per-
haps because of its dura-
bility, November 11 is
designated as Corduroy
Appreciation Day.
And while we’re on

the subject of something
invented 2,000 years
ago, if you ever find a
coin that has 200 B.C.
stamped on it, you can
be assured it’s a fake. I
had to explain that to
one club member.
Next time, we’ll deal

with the Ukraine. We
will pose the question:
“What would be Rus-
sia’s response if the U.S.
decided to make Puerto
Rico a state?”

Dwain Walden is ed i-
to r/ publisher o f The
Moultrie Observer, 229-
985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnew
s.com.

Mr & Mrs Max (Barbara) Skinner
of White Springs, Florida, celebrat-
ed their 60th Wedding Anniver-
sary April 5, 2014 at their home.
The small gathering was attended
by Mrs Skinner's three sisters from
out of town and a few neighbors.
The event was hosted by her sis-

ters, their husbands, and a brother
from Indiana who was unable to
attend.

Mr & Mrs Skinner were mar-
ried April 10, 1954 in Columbus,
Indiana. They have one son, one
grandson, one great grandson and
one deceased grandson.

Skinners celebrate 60th anniversary
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WATER CONSERVATION MONTH: 
Week two – ways to save residential water outdoors

Water demand in
April, the last month of
Florida’s dry season, is
typically higher than in
other months. This in-
crease in water usage is a
result of rising tempera-
tures and establishing
new residential land-

scapes. Landscape irri-
gation accounts for the
largest percentage of
household water use in
the state of Florida.

Water is Florida’s
most valued natural re-
source. The water that
we use primarily comes

from the aquifer, which
is also the source of our
drinking water. Water
conservation is the least
costly and easiest way to
preserve our freshwater
resources.

While there are many
ways to save water in-

Kenneth Morris
Bochette

Oct. 20,1934
April 13, 2014

K
enneth Morris

Bochette, age
79, of Jasper,

Fla. passed away Sun-
day, April 13, 2014 at his
home in Jasper. Kenneth
was born in Gainesville,
Fla. on Oct. 20, 1934 to
the late Liston and Eu-
nice Edgeman Bochette.
He relocated to Lake
City, Fla. where he had a
custom picture framing
business. In addition to
the framing business,
Mr. Bochette built cus-
tom cabinets. He loved
fishing and being out-
doors. Ken was a mem-
ber of Southside Baptist
Church in Lake City. 

Survivors include his
wife Charlotte Bochette
of Jasper; two sons, Ken-
neth “Butch” Bochette of
Lake City, Fla. and Jerry
Cobb and his wife Tere-
sa of Ft. White, Fla.; two
daughters, Kim Webb
and her husband Roger
of Lake City, Fla. and
Cheryl Bochette of St.
Augustine, Fla.; one
brother, L.D. Bochette,
Jr., Ft. Myers, Fla.; one
sister, Anne Marie Pow-
ers, St. Augustine, Fla.;
three grandchildren and
four great grandchil-
dren. 

Per his wishes, Mr. Bo-
chette will be cremated.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Haven Hospice, 6037
West U.S. Hwy 90, Lake
City, Fla. 32055.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
immediate arrange-
ments.

Winnie Smith Hodges
Nov. 4, 1922
April 9, 2014

W
innie Smith

Hodges, age
91, of Jasper,

Fla. passed away
Wednesday, April 9,
2014 at her home follow-
ing a long illness. Win-
nie was a native of
Hamilton County, born
on Nov. 4, 1922 to the
late Charles Edward and
Nellie Keene Smith.
Winnie was a very suc-
cessful business woman
before it was popular for
women to be in business.
She worked for a num-
ber of years as a tele-
phone operator before
being co-owner and op-
erator of her own farm
equipment business. She
was a licensed general
contractor for over 25
years. Winnie was mar-
ried and widowed three
times. She was prede-
ceased by her husbands,
Lester Sheffield, A.G.
Martin and Marshall
Hodges. Also preceding
her in death were a num-
ber of brothers and sis-
ters. Winnie was the sole
force behind the pub-
lished book “Cemeteries
of Hamilton County,
Florida”. The informa-
tion she gathered on the
cemeteries will be forev-
er treasured.

Survivors include a
step-son, James P.
Hodges; one brother,
Thomas Smith and a sis-
ter, Beatrice Selph.

Funeral services were
held April 12, 2014 in the

chapel of Harry T. Reid
Funeral Home in Jasper,
Fla.

Interment followed in
Evergreen Cemetery in
Jasper.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

William Buckner Lewis
June 13, 1941
April 14, 2014

W
illiam Buckn-

er Lewis lost
his courageous

battle with cancer on
April 14, 2014. Bucky
was born on June 13,
1941 in Valdosta, GA. to
the late W. B. Lewis, Sr.
and Pauline Coffman
Lewis and grew up in
Jasper, Fla. 

He attended schools in
Union County, Bolles
Military School in Jack-
sonville, and graduated
a Cadet Captain from
Georgia Military Acade-
my, now Woodward
Academy, in College
Park, GA. in 1959. Bucky
was also a graduate of
Valdosta State College.
He served his country in
the United States Army
Reserves. Bucky enjoyed
a successful career as a
Federal Agent with the
U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment's Division of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and
Firearms. He worked in
Washington DC,
Gainesville, GA. and Mi-
ami, Fla.   Bucky retired
from ATF in 1991 and
moved to Raiford, Fla.
where he got involved
with bee keeping, a hob-
by and a passion that
brought him much joy.
He was associated with
both the Masons and the
Shriners.  

Bucky was preceded
in death by his parents,
his sisters, Dorothy Sue
Lewis, Vivian Allen
Cash and Martha Marie
Lewis.                

Bucky was married to
the former Sue Mc-
Gowan of Quitman, GA.
for 23 years. They have
two children, Martha
Lewis Vega Velez  and
her husband Melvin
Vega Velez of Anchor-
age, Alaska and Leslie
Lewis Roake and her
husband Dr. Brian
Roake of Panama City
Beach, Fla.;   four grand-
children, Cherylann
Vega Velez, Marlisa
Vega Velez, Trevor
Lewis Roake and Gavin
Nelson Roake. Also sur-
viving Bucky is his sister
Beverly Lewis Brecken-
ridge, his brother Paul
Lewis (Carol) both of
Raiford, Fla.   and John
Lewis (Sara) of Pensaco-
la Beach, Fla. He is also
survived by special
friend Alexandra Zani.

Memorial services
will be held at 11 a.m. on
Thursday, April 17,

2014  in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with his cousin
Rev. John McGowan of-
ficiating. 

The family will receive
friends at the funeral
home on Thursday at the
funeral home begin-
ning at 10 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made
in Bucky's honor to
Haven Hospice, 6037
West U.S. 90 Lake City,
Fla. 32055 or to the First
United Methodist
Church  P.O. Box 1298,
Jasper, Fla. 32052.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home is in charge of
arrangements.

Sherrell Lavon 
Strickland

Jan. 31, 1933
April 8, 2014

S
herrell Lavon

Strickland, age
81, of

Statenville, GA. passed
away Tuesday, April 8,
2014 at South Georgia
Medical Center in Val-
dosta. 

Lavon was born on
Jan. 31, 1933 in Valdosta,
GA. to the late Lee Roy
and Lula Tomlinson
Strickland. 

He was educated in
the Echols County
School System and grad-
uated valedictorian of
his class. As a young
man he joined the Air
Force and served his
country for four years. It
was during this time in
his life that he met and
married the love of his
life, Patricia Jones. Upon
leaving the Air Force he
went to work as a
forester with The Lang-
dale Company. He later
acquired employment
with the Department of
Natural Resources as a
forester until his retire-
ment. He was a man of
many talents one of
which included tinker-
ing with and fixing any-
thing that was broke and
worth working on.
Lavon was most as-
suredly a man of charac-
ter, well respected in the
community for his in-
tegrity and will be
missed by everyone in
the community and sur-
rounding counties that
knew him.

Survivors include his
wife of 55 years, Patricia
Jones Strickland of
Statenville; one son,
Kenneth L. Strickland
and his wife Jennifer of
Hahira, GA.; one daugh-
ter, Donna Kay Maine of
Statenville, GA.; one sis-
ter, Jewell Carter and her
husband Garland also of
Statenville; seven grand-
children, Casey Hern-
don (Dennis), Eric Boles-
ta (Jessica), Chance
Maine, Brandy Maine,
Helen Strickland, Brad
Glisson and Malissa
Glisson; and one great
granddaughter on the
way. 

Funeral services were
held Friday, April 11,
2014 at Statenville Bap-
tist Church with Rev.
Ted Sauls officiating. In-
terment followed at
Sassers Landing Ceme-
tery near Jennings, Fla. 

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

doors, there are also
plenty of ways to save
water outdoors.

Outdoor Cleaning:
· Wash your car on the

grass, this will also water
the lawn and prevent
wasteful runoff.

·   Equip your hoses
with automatic shutoff
nozzles for car washing
and hand watering.

·   Use a broom, not a
hose, to clean driveways,
sidewalks and decks.

Lawn and Garden – 
Watering:

·   Water on your as-
signed day before 10
a.m. or after 4 p.m. to re-
duce water evaporation.

· Water your lawn in
several short cycles
rather than one long cy-
cle; this will allow the
water to be better ab-
sorbed.

· Only water your
lawn when needed. You
can tell this by simply
walking across your
lawn — if you leave foot-
prints, then it is time to
water.

· Use sprinklers with
automatic timers, and
preferably equipped
with rain sensors.

· Adjust sprinklers so
you only water the lawn,

not the street or side-
walk.

It is important to fol-
low the District’s lawn
and landscape irrigation
measures, which are in
effect throughout the
year. Additional infor-
mation about the lawn
and landscape irrigation
measures is available at
www.mysuwanneeriv-
er.com.

Lawn and Garden –
Planting:

·   Group your plants
according to their water
needs.

· Use only drought-re-
sistant or native plants
and grass.

· Mulch around plants
to hold moisture in, pro-
mote plant growth and
reduce weeds.

· Weed your lawn and
garden regularly. Weeds
compete with other
plants for water.

· Prune back heavy fo-
liage. Reducing leaf area
reduces water needs.

· Replace some of the
grass in your yard with
ground cover, shrub or
landscaping rock.

· Adjust the height of
lawnmower blades so
that you never remove
more than 1/3 of the leaf
blade. Shorter grass re-

quires more water.
· Mow your lawn less

frequently. Mowing
your lawn too often can
stress your lawn, caus-
ing it to need more wa-
ter.

Implementing Florida
Friendly Landscaping™
will conserve water, re-
duce fertilizer use, and
protect our springs.
Florida-Friendly Land-
scaping™ is a set of nine
guiding principles which
help protect natural re-
sources and preserve
Florida’s unique envi-
ronment, while still al-
lowing for a beautiful
landscape. Visit
www.floridayards.org
for more information on
landscaping the Florida-
friendly way.

These actions will save
water and money every
time.

Visit www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com/watercon-
servation to learn about
additional ways to save
water outdoors.

During the month of
April, the District is pub-
lishing a series of articles
promoting water conser-
vation. Water Conserva-
tion Month serves as an
opportunity to raise
awareness about the im-
portance of water.

A spring time service of song and
devotional will be the theme of the
47th annual Easter Sunrise Service
on Sunday, April 20, 7 a.m. at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park, White Springs.

Gates at the park will open at 6:15
a.m., carillon concert commences at
6:45 a.m. The service begins at 7 a.m.
Admission is free. The service is
held on the east lawn of the Foster
Center’s historic carillon tower. Lim-
ited seating is available, however,
audience is encouraged to bring

their own folding chairs. Refresh-
ments will be served in the carillon
auditorium following the service. A
collection basket is available on the
refreshment tables for anyone who
wishes to make a contribution. The
event is sponsored by White Springs
area churches in coordination with
the Stephen Foster Folk Culture Cen-
ter State Park. For more information
regarding the service, you may
phone  Johnny Bullard, one of the
program coordinators at 386-466-
9932. 

Easter Sunrise Service at Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center State Park
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Hamilton County FUTP60 Teams Take the Challenge
The Florida Dairy Farmers, the Jack-

sonville Jaguars, Publix Supermarkets
and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture teamed up to sponsor the 1st
Annual Gridiron Breakfast Challenge
in three regions of Florida as part of
the “Fuel Up to Play 60” program.
The recipes contest focused on

healthy and unique breakfast foods
using dairy products. Hamilton Coun-
ty entered four teams during the first
round of competition the week before
Spring Break. Each school submitted
an entry for the challenge – Central
Hamilton Elementary Breakfast Pop-
pers, Hamilton County High School
Breakfast Hoagie, North Hamilton El-
ementary PAWsome Apple Crepes
and South Hamilton Elementary
Breakfast Quiche. 
Of the four entries, two teams, Cen-

tral Hamilton Elementary and North
Hamilton Elementary, were selected
to compete in the region challenge at
EverBank Field, the home of the Jack-
sonville Jaguars on April 3. The teams
consisted of four students and one of
their school’s program advisers. 
The primary focus of the challenge

was to engage students in learning
more about the importance of break-
fast. During the month of March, nu-
trition programs around the country
focus on the many benefits of break-
fast for everyone. Breakfast is the

most important meal of the day as
you BREAK the FAST from your
night’s rest. 
To continue this campaign, the

Florida Fuel Up to Play 60 group de-
cided to hold the 1st year’s challenge
in Jacksonville, Tampa and Miami.
The region competition consisted of
four teams in Jacksonville. All the
teams were from elementary schools
and Hamilton County was two of the
four. 
The Central Hamilton Elementary

entry was Breakfast Poppers, which
consisted of a variety of fillings – fruit,
egg and cheese, ham or sausage. The
North Hamilton Elementary team en-
try was PAWsome Apple Crepes –
crepes made from scratch with apple
filling and sprinkled with powdered
sugar. 
Although neither of the teams won

the challenge – Cecil Shorts, III a wide
receiver for the Jacksonville Jaguars
said the Apple Crepes may have been
his favorite of the four. The other two
entries consisted of a breakfast parfait,
and the winning Mini Frittatas from
Elle Elementary School.
A clip of the event can be seen on

www.jaguars.com under the commu-
nity section. Look for “Fuel Up to Play
60 Gridiron Breakfast Challenge”.
Congratulations Hamilton County

teams!

South Hamilton’s Breakfast Quiche.North Hamilton Elementary’s PAWsome Apple Crepes.

Hamilton FUTP60 Gridiron Challenge Group.

NHE Gridiron Challenge Team (L-R) Bradley Peacock, Devin Cherry, Patrick
Howell, Brittany Hasty and Lexi Williams.

CHE’s Gridiron Challenge team, (L-R) Sherry Johnson, Kassandra Carter,
Cassidy Wiggins, De’yahna Armstead and Gary Wright.

Cecil Shorts, III, Jags wide receiver enjoying the PAWsome Apple Crepe.
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Team CHE with Vanessa Hodak from Florida Milk, Mike the event announcer, Cecil Shorts III, Jaguars wide receiver, Jaxs, and members of the Roar Jaxsdeville.

Cassidy Wiggins with CHE’s Breakfast Poppers.

Elizabeth Lewis with HCHS Trojan’s Breakfast Sub.

CHE team at work.

NHE team at work.
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ists,” said Lander. “Since
the plant is continuing to
operate, we are going to
work with them to as-
sure no further nui-
sances occur. If they do,
we will address through
the appropriate legal
process.”

On Monday, March
17, the Florida Depart-
ment of Health in
Hamilton County re-
ceived a nuisance com-
plaint about improper

storage of goat carcasses
against  House of Halal,
also known as Quality
Meats, a USDA meat
processing plant located
at 5128 Hwy. 41 So. in
Jasper.

The health department
went to the site the same
day to investigate and
cited the business with
two violations: 1) Ani-
mal hides being stored
in a manner to attract
bugs and flies. 2) Animal
hides being stored in a
manner to cause odors

and flies. Both were vio-
lations of Florida Statute
386.041.

A notice to abate the
sanitary nuisance was
placed on the the gate of
the facility, giving the
owners 24 hours to
make corrections. The
notice was also mailed
to the owners Maham-
mad and Aisha Iqbal of
Jasper via certified mail.
Although it took longer
than 24 hours, the busi-
ness did clean up the
place.

Halal Meats no longer in violation
Continued From Page 1A

The bodies of James and Grace May-
nard were found floating on the
Suwannee River over the weekend of
March 21-23. Their bodies were dis-
covered at two different locations
along the river in Dowling Park and
Mayo, and a floating cooler offered in-
formation on their identities. 

The Maynard’s truck was later locat-
ed at Gibson Park boat ramp in Hamil-
ton County where they apparently
launched a small boat into the river. 

“According to the medical examiner
(ME), the preliminary cause of death
for both subjects is drowning,” said
Parker. “We are still waiting on the
complete report
from the ME but
that may take anoth-
er 8 to 12 weeks.”

The boat, Parker
said, has not yet

been found.
“High water river conditions can

make the vessel harder to find,” said
Parker.

The boat is a  13-foot Gheenoe-type
boat with a two and a half horse pow-
ered engine. According to family
members of the deceased, the boat is
either light brown or olive drab green.

“This vessel would have a New
York registration number displayed
on it,” Parker said. “If anyone has seen
the boat, they can call Wildlife Alert at
888-404-3922 to report it.”

With the river being so high right
now, the public is not being asked to
go out searching for the boat as condi-
tions could be dangerous.

River deaths ruled a drowning
Continued From Page 1A

This is what the boat looks like from the side.

recruit and retain volun-
teers for the county. In
order to keep our fire
budget at a minimum, as
we are right now, we
need the volunteers.
Without the volunteers
it will not work.”

Land said to bring in
one full time paid fire-
fighter, who would pro-
vide the same amount of
service as a volunteer
does, it would cost
about $60,000 a year.

“It would be a sub-
stantial cost,” he said.

Land said he sat down
with others in his office
and tried to come up
with a way to justify giv-
ing an incentive to the
county’s volunteer fire-
fighters on a point sys-
tem that would require
them to attend certain
amounts of training and
respond to a certain
number of calls.

“Just because you’re
on a fire department,
does not mean that you
would get any incen-
tive,” Land explained.
“You have to be active.”

Land asked the board
if it was OK that he visit
local churches to try to
recruit more volunteers
to fill some vacancies
and the board said they
didn’t have a problem
with it. Land said he was
also offered money from
a SAFER (Staffing for
Adequate Fire & Emer-
gency Response) grant
to help with recruitment
efforts.

“It’s a recruitment
campaign for the entire
county,” said Land. “It
should be enacted in the

next couple of weeks.”
The campaign will

consist of banners being
placed around the coun-
ty, as well as brochures
that will be available.

“We intend on having
a showing at the rodeo,”
he continued. “Hopeful-
ly, all the material will
be in and we can set up a
booth there also.”

Local emergency 
declarations

Land said when a lo-
cal state of emergency is
declared, the courthouse
and local government
offices close down and
employees are allowed
to go home. He asked
the board if it would be
possible to ask those em-
ployees if they would
care to volunteer that
downtime at Emergency
Management headquar-
ters.

“It may be nothing
more than answering
phones or doing some
type of paperwork,”
said Land. “A lot of
times during an activa-
tion we do not have
enough personnel to car-
ry out all of the duties.
Clerical staff is one thing
we’ve been lacking quite
a bit.”

The big one
Land said, “We don’t

have enough
fires...enough structure
fires, enough vehicle
fires, we just don’t have
enough.”

Land’s statement
caught the commission-
ers off guard for a few
moments, until he ex-
plained further.

“That’s a good thing
that we don’t have
enough, but one of the

issues that it creates for
us is that a lot of the
younger recruits that
we’re getting are not as
familiar...they just did
not grow up with the
same life experiences
that most of us did,”
Land said, smiling. “So,
one of the things that
we’re going to have to
overcome is that inexpe-
rience and try to teach
them. Not necessarily in
a book sense, but teach
them in a practical sce-
nario.”

The commissioners
were chomping at the bit
until Josh Smith finally
said, “Spit it out. Tell us
what you want to do.
You want to set some-
thing on fire.”

“I want to set some-
thing on fire,” Land ad-
mitted. “Basically, what
I want to be able to do is
buy three Conex boxes
and build a burn build-
ing, a certified training
facility for the fire de-
partment. There is not
one in the North Florida
area. The closest ones
are in Niceville and
Ocala.”

Land said the cost for
the project is about
$15,000 and that there is
$18,000 in an insurance
fund account. Land said
he will also go to Potash-
Corp to ask for assis-
tance.

The commissioners
told Land to get figures
together for the com-
plete cost of the project.
They also agreed to have
their attorneys look into
the possibility of offer-
ing some sort of retire-
ment program to the
volunteer firefighters.

Local fire issues discussed
Continued From Page 1A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Prescription Drug
Take Back Day is Satur-
day, April 26, from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m.  Local
law enforcement agen-
cies in Jasper, Jennings
and White Springs,
along with the Drug En-
forcement Administra-
tion (DEA) will give the
public its eighth oppor-
tunity in three years to
prevent pill abuse and
theft by ridding their
homes of potentially
dangerous expired, un-
used and unwanted pre-
scription drugs.  

According to a press
release from the DEA,
throughout the country
last October, 324 tons
(over 647,000 pounds) of
prescription drugs were
turned in at over 4,114
sites operated by the
DEA and its thousands
of state and local law en-
forcement partners.
When those results are
combined with what
was collected in its seven
previous Take Back
events, DEA and its
partners have taken in
over 3.4 million
pounds—more than
1,700 tons—of pills.  

Drug Take Back Day
addresses a vital public
safety and health issue.
Medicines that languish
in home cabinets are
highly susceptible to di-
version, misuse, and
abuse, the DEA stated.
Rates of prescription
drug abuse in the U.S.
are alarmingly high, as
are the number of acci-
dental poisonings and
overdoses due to these
drugs.  

Studies have shown
that a majority of abused
prescription drugs are
obtained from family
and friends, including
from the home medicine
cabinet. People are ad-
vised that their usual
methods for disposing of
unused medicines—
flushing them down the
toilet or throwing them
in the trash—both pose
potential safety and
health hazards. 

DEA is in the process
of approving new regu-
lations that implement
the Safe and Responsible
Drug Disposal Act of
2010, which amends the
Controlled Substances
Act to allow an “ulti-
mate user” (that is, a pa-
tient or their family
member or pet owner) of
controlled substance

medications to dispose
of them by delivering
them to entities autho-
rized by the Attorney
General to accept them.
The Act also allows the
Attorney General to au-
thorize long term care
facilities to dispose of
their residents’ con-
trolled substances in cer-
tain instances.    

“This is a free public
service to help people
have an easy way to dis-
pose of old prescription
drugs that need destroy-
ing,” said Grace McDon-
ald from the Hamilton
County Alcohol and
Other Drug Prevention
Coalition. “This also
helps prevent the prob-
lem of drug addicts
stealing them from the
owners.”

You can bring your ex-
pired, unused and un-
wanted pills for disposal
to Jasper City Park or the
courthouse in Jasper, the
Jennings Public Library,
or to the White Springs
Police Department at
town hall on Saturday,
April 26 from 10-2. The
DEA cannot accept liq-
uids, needles or sharps,
only pills or patches. The
service is free and
anonymous, no ques-
tions asked.

Prescription drug take back day is April 26

First sponsored in 1958, National Li-
brary Week is a national observance
sponsored by the American Library
Association (ALA) and libraries across
the country each April.  

Libraries today are more than repos-
itories for books and other resources.
Often the hearts of their communities,
libraries are deeply committed to the
places where their patrons live, work
and study. Libraries are trusted places
where everyone in the community can
gather to reconnect and re-engage
with each other to enrich and shape
the community and address local is-
sues. 

Librarians work with elected offi-
cials, small business owners, students
and the public at large to discover
what their communities needs are and
meet them. Whether through offering
children’s programs, e-books and
technology classes, materials for Eng-
lish-language learners, programs for
job  seekers, or those to support early
literacy, library staff listen to the com-
munity they serve and they respond.

Service to the community has al-
ways been the focus of the library.
While this aspect has never changed,
libraries have grown and evolved in
how they provide for the needs of
every member of their community. 

The Suwannee River Regional Li-
brary System is celebrating National
Library Week with the following pro-
grams:

Hamilton County library programs
Jasper Library, 311 Hatley St. NE,

Jasper, 386-792-2285
• Preschool storytime (ages 3-5

years), Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
• Fun days (children of all ages),

Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Jennings Library, 

1322 Plum St. Jennings, 386-938-1143
• Fun days (children of all ages),

April 16, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
White Springs Library, 

16403 Jewett St., White Springs, 
386-397-1389

• Lego Club (ages 7 years and up):
Mondays, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

• Writers group (adults), April 16,
3:30-6:00 p.m.

• Preschool storytime (ages 3 - 5
years), Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

• Fun days (children of all ages),
Thursdays, 3-4 p.m.

• Homework help, Thursdays, 3:30-
5 p.m.
Suwannee County library programs:

Live Oak Library, 1848 Ohio Ave.
Live Oak, 386-364-3479

• After school at the library from 3-
4 p.m.

• Mondays: Lego Club (ages 6 and
up)

• Tuesdays: Book Club (ages 7-10)
• Tuesdays: Book Club (ages 11-14)
• Wednesdays: Games (Wii Kinect

and board games) 
• Thursdays: Crafts for children
• Preschool storytime (ages 3-5),

Tuesdays: Daycares-9:30 a.m., Public-
10:30 a.m., Toddler time (ages 18-36
months) Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.

• Teen Coffeehouse, April 17, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., music, poetry and snacks

• Teen movie, April 19, 1:30 p.m.
(call the library for details)

• Drop in crafts, April 13-19, crafts
in the youth room during all open
hours

Branford Library, 
703 NW Suwannee Ave. Branford,

386-935-1556
• Preschool storytime (ages 3-5)

April 15, 10-11 a.m.
• Lego club: April 18, 3:30-4 p.m.
For more information about the

week’s activities, visit or call the li-
brary, or see the library’s website at
www.neflin.org/srrl.

Lives change at your library
Continued From Page 1A



PAGE 9ATHURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2014 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 86
35

39

 862935

 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 1 ACRE  in Creekside Subdivision. 2 lots to choose from. Homes Only. $5,900 each Live Oak. 
 MLS#78859

 RIVER GLEN FARMS ... 217th Rd., 4 ac., wooded, $13,000. Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-
 5244 MLS#86626

 RIVER ROAD MANOR …215th Drive, 4 acres with scattered trees, quiet country location, 
 $18,500. Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244. MLS#68108

 JACKSON HEIGHTS  - Several 5 acre lots to choose from. Located only 10 miles to Live Oak. 
 Restricted to Site built homes 1,500+sq.ft. Paved road frontage. $19,500. MLS#86023

 10 ACRES  located on a paved road. Near the river and springs $24,900 MLS#85563

 JUST LISTED  -1993, 1,500+sq.ft, 5/2 DWMH on 2 acres in O’Brian. Priced at just $56,900. 
 Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#86927

 BANK OWNED 1999 TWMH  with 2,400+ sqft. Sits on just over an acre nestled in trees. 
 16x16 Workshop, fenced in yard and back porch has vinyl wood deck that is 16x24. 
 $85,000. MLS#86349

 REDUCED-TWO HOMES  on 16+ acres w/Immaculate 3/1, looks new inside & out, 5 
 outbuildings, also a 1993 totally renovated DWMH, fenced & cross fenced, $149,900 Sylvia 
 Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#82405

 BANK OWNED  - 1,800+ 
 sq.ft., 3BR/2BA. Convenient 
 location to shopping, 
 hospital, and interstate. 
 Great home with screen 
 porch, side entrance 
 garage, fireplace, paved 
 circular drive. $108,500. 
 MLS#85947 Columbia 
 County

 JUST LISTED

 JUST LISTED

 BEAUTIFUL 4/2 , 1,900+
 sq.ft. cedar home with great 
 location. Convenient to 
 schools and shopping. Large 
 walk-in-closet in master bdrm, 
 oversized windows, screened 
 in back porch, 32x40 shelter. 
 $145,000. MLS#85327 
 www.RealEstateShows.com/
 696013

 GORGEOUS  Victorian built in 
 1916 in the heart of Live Oak. 
 Home is on the historic 
 registry. Fenced in back yard. 
 Home is upgraded and is 
 move in ready. No updates 
 needed on electric or 
 plumbing. Home inspection 
 report for serious buyers. 
 $149,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 
 386-688-8067 MLS#86969

 MOVE IN READY  - 3/3 
 brick home on 4 gorgeous 
 acres, property is boarded by 
 large tracks. Quiet country 
 atmosphere, pasture, fenced 
 area, pole barn. Home has it 
 all, modernized and clean. 
 $149,000. Call David 
 Mincey, 386-590-0157 
 MLS#86981

 PRISTINE 9+ ACRES  - all 
 natural woods complete with 
 a small stream. 2,000+ sqft 
 home w/FP, screened 
 porches, rear open porch, 
 mother-in-law suite, w/full 1/
 2” TIG pine board walls and 
 ceilings. Vaulted ceilings and 
 more. $199,500 Call Irvin 
 Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#86866

 LOCATED  on the banks of 
 the Suwannee River just 
 downstream from the Santa 
 Fe. Approx. 1 mile from the 
 Santa Fe River boat ramp. 
 Complete with almost 2,000 
 sq.ft., walkway to the river, 
 deck, and a floating boat 
 slip. Completely furnished. 
 $338,000. MLS#86409

 CUSTOM LAKE HOME . 
 2,900+ sq.ft., 3/2 1/2 bath 
 home. Beautiful view of the 
 lake. Hardwood floors, pickled 
 ceiling beams, master 
 bedroom downstairs, 2 
 bedrooms upstairs with a Jack 
 and Jill bathroom. Fully 
 landscaped. $359,500. Call 
 Ronnie Poole, 386-208-3175 
 MLS#86857

 JUST LISTED  - Stunning 
 130 acre estate on the 
 Santa Fe River with 4 
 dwellings, a private flowing 
 swimming hole, main 
 home is 3,450 sq.ft. 4/4 
 two story home. Too many 
 features to list. $1,495,000. 
 William Golightly, 386-590-
 6681 MLS#86957

The goal of any Bible
teacher should always
be to teach the Bible
unadulterated; but
more than that, to pre-
sent it in such a way
that it challenges the
students to study and
learn the Word of God
for themselves.  Many
studies have been com-
piled on how much
people know about God
and His Word.  Many
come to the conclusion
that a very high per-
centage of people only
know what someone
told them about God
and His Word.  One
who studies the Word
knows that it is a dan-
gerous thing to allow
the tradition of men to
hinder the truth of
God's Word.  Paul
wrote “Beware lest any-
one cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men, ac-
cording to the basic

principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ.” (Colossians 2:8
NKJ)
Many times we are

told in the Scripture
that Jesus was raised af-
ter three days.  Mark
8:3l; Matt. 27:63; I Cor.
15:4; just to name a few.
Jesus said “For as Jonah
was three days and
three nights in the belly
of the great fish, so will
The Son of Man be three
days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.”
(Matt. 12:40 NKJ). 
April 18, 2014 is

known as “Good Fri-
day” and it is suppose
to be the day Jesus was
crucified.  Matthew 27
tells us that Jesus died
about the ninth hour,
which would be three
pm our time.  Remem-
ber the Jewish day be-
gan at sundown.  John
chapter 20 tells us that
Joseph of Arimathea
and Nicodemus, hur-
riedly took the body of
Jesus, prepared it and
buried it because it was
the Preparation Day.
Matt. 27:62; Mark 15:42;
and Luke 23:54 tells us
it was the Preparation
Day.  Herein lies the
problem:  understand-
ing what the Day of
Preparation was.
The quality of an oc-

casion and the success
of it is often determined

“He is not here; he has
risen!” (John 24:6)  Hap-
py Easter!! This year as
you fill your Easter bas-
kets with brightly colored
eggs, marshmallow
chicks and chocolate bun-
nies, don’t forget to con-
sider the most beautiful
gift of Easter- the empty
tomb.
Why is an empty tomb

something to celebrate?
Jesus’ death paid the debt
for our sins, and then His
resurrection overcame
death.  He said, “I have
come that they may have
life, and have it to the
full.” (John 10:10)  Jesus
lives so that we can be
filled with His love and
the forgiveness that His
death made possible.  In
contrast, a life focused on
pleasing self leaves us
empty, dry and searching.
This emptiness will de-
stroy our relationships as
we use others to make us
feel valuable.  Emotional-
ly, we become beggars
holding out our cup for
others to fill.  The prob-
lem is that even those
who love us most will
become weary of trying
to keep us filled.  If our
value and worth is tied to
their opinion and their ac-
tions toward us, we will
be in trouble and con-
stantly in need.  

Without Christ, we are
empty to the point of ex-
cess.  We can’t eat
enough, diet enough,
drink enough, do enough
drugs, spend enough,
work enough, sleep
enough, take enough
medicine, etc.  Enough is
never enough. Ironically,
all of our excess is rooted
in emptiness, marked by
an insatiable need to be
filled. 
Proverbs 27:7 says,

“He who is full loathes

HEART 
MATTERS

Understanding The Biblical Preparation Day – Part 1

honey, but to the hungry,
even what is bitter tastes
sweet.”  Think on the
truth of that verse; if we
are empty and looking in
all the wrong places to be
filled, like a starving
man, even garbage will
start looking good!  But
when we allow God to fill
us with His love and for-
giveness on a daily basis,
no matter what tempting
treat dangles in front of
us, we are much more
able to resist, like turning
down a candy bar after a
big steak dinner- Not
nearly so difficult! 
In contrast, the “full-

ness” that Christ brings
into our life cannot be
taken away from us, no
matter what circum-
stances we are in or prob-
lems that arise.  If we
bring our cup before Him,
it will be filled to over-
flowing!  We have worth
in Christ that is not mea-
sured by what we own,
who we know, what we
look like, or what we ac-
complish.  We can rest,
knowing that because the
tomb is empty, our hearts
can be full.   Because of
that first Easter morning,
all we have to do is ask,
because every one of our
hearts matter… 

Happy Easter!  
Angie

Follow Angie on 
Twitter: Angie Land

@HeartMttrs

Heart Matters is a
weekly column written by
Angie Land, Director of
the Family Life Min-
istries of the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches Bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers Biblical coun-
seling to individuals, cou-
ples and families.  Con-
tact Angie with questions
or comments at ang-
ieland3@windstream.net

by the amount of prepa-
ration that goes into it.
Many Sunday church
services do not accom-
plish what they should
because of lack of
preparation.  There is
no revival most of the
time for the last of
preparation.  Many ex-
pect just to show up and
God will do great things
without preparation.
Not so.
God taught the Is-

raelites to prepare for
all the Sabbath days.
Even the weekly Sab-
bath, the Jews set apart
from 3pm on, on Friday,

to wind down from the
week affairs and pre-
pare their hearts and
minds in preparation
for the Sabbath.  The
Sabbath began at dusk.
The Passover was and

is the holiest of all the
Jewish Sabbath Days.
John 19:31 tells us that
this Preparation Day
“was a high day”.  It
was the Preparation
Day for the most Holy
of all Sabbath Days, The
Passover.  Leviticus 23
tells us about seven of
the Sabbath days in
their order.  The
Passover Sabbath was

on the fourteenth day of
the first month (Nisan).
The Unleaven Bread
Sabbath on the next
day, the fifteenth of the
month.  (The Weekly
Sabbath was the six-
teenth day.)  The Feast
of Firstfruits on the sev-
enteenth day.  Feast of
Pentecost fifty days lat-
er.
No where in Scripture

is the weekly Sabbath
ever implied as being
the day after the cruci-
fixion; however, all four
Gospels record it as The
Passover Sabbath.  Jesus
could not have been

crucified on Friday.
The Friday crucifixion
came from the Roman
church; using the Tal-
mud. 
My prayer is that each

will look at this with an
open mind.  Jesus said
three days and three
nights.  The Friday cru-
cifixion would be one
day and two nights. 

Hugh G. Sherrill
Pastor Philipp i Bap-

tist Church
1444 SE County Rd

18, Lak e  City
ems-hugh43@com-

cast.net
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SRWMD Governing Board approves its first public-private
partnership for dispersed water storage

On April 8, the Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District (District) Governing Board approved
the District’s first public-private partnership for dis-
persed water storage and management with Ander-
son Land and Timber Company at the Otter Sink
tract in Dixie County. This historic project agree-
ment will result in rehydration of approximately
2,000 acres of wetlands, provide for 650 million gal-
lons of water storage volume, and provide approxi-
mately 240 gallons of natural aquifer recharge annu-
ally. 

Dispersed water storage and management is a
cost-effective restoration measure that typically con-
sists of elements such as flashboard risers, ditch

blocks, and culverts to recreate more natural hydrol-
ogy. The District will provide the construction mate-
rials and engineering assistance for the Otter Sink
project, and the Anderson Land and Timber Compa-
ny will undertake the construction, operation, and
maintenance of the structures on their 12,000 acre
Otter Sink tract.

"We are glad to be a partner with the District and
are looking forward to implementing this important
environmental restoration project," said Joe Ander-
son III, of Anderson Land and Timber Company.

“The District applauds Anderson Land and Tim-
ber Company for stepping up in partnership with
the District to accomplish this environmental

restoration project,” said District Executive Director
Ann Shortelle. “We look forward to many more
partnerships of this nature throughout the District.”

Dispersed water storage and management projects
reverse old land drainage practices from decades
ago. The potential benefits of such projects include
rehydration of wetlands and other surface features
with resulting habitat restoration, natural aquifer
recharge, and downstream flood attenuation. To
date, dispersed water storage projects sponsored by
the District have been accomplished on public lands.
The District looks forward to more public-private
partnerships to help accomplish our water supply
and restoration goals throughout its 15 county area.

District Governing Board members and District Executive Director are pictured with Tim Childers, Joe Anderson III, and Doug Anderson, of Anderson Land and
Timber Company.

First business spin-off to create 25-50 new jobs in White Springs
DEO Competitive Florida Partnership pilot program reaches economic development goal
White Springs officials have announced the open-

ing of Roosters Outfitters Shop, located at 16529
Hamilton Avenue in the downtown historic district.
Roosters Outfitters offers equipment and supplies
for fishing, backpacking, archery and camping, and
is the first small business to spin-off after being in-
cubated at the Nature & Heritage Center – thereby
exceeding the expectations of Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity (DEO) Competitive Florida Part-
nership pilot program.

Officials are even more enthusiastic about the
prospect of a fishing rod production facility slated to
be up and running by the end of August. Keith
“Rooster” Knipp, the Nature & Heritage Center Stu-
dio Artist turned entrepreneur, is setting up his pro-
duction lines and ordering supplies. He anticipates
that he will recruit 25 employees to start, but will in-
crease hires to about 50 as business and orders
progress.

Third generation master bamboo fishing rod
craftsman, Knipp initially volunteered as a Studio
Artist at the Nature & Heritage Center. Customer re-
sponse to his hand-crafted bamboo fishing rods and
other fishing gear was so strong, and his need for
more floor space grew so quickly, that he decided to
spin-off as a new business in White Springs.   

Knipp sells in-store and through the internet.
News of the range of Knipp’s exceptional fishing
rods did not go unnoticed by two international dis-
tributors who approached him about production
contracts. Knipp decided on one of the distributors

Keith “Rooster” Knipp gets help cutting the ribbon to his new business by Mayor Helen Miller.

and is in the process of setting up his production
company, which will be known as Rooster’s Rod Co.
of White Springs, Florida. Initial orders are for 2,000
rods per week.

Knipp anticipates taking advantage of Career
Source North Florida (workforce) services. Plans in-
clude a one week employee orientation, followed by
a 6-month on-the-job-training schedule, which he
believes is required for new employees to achieve
proficiency.

Career Source North Florida is one of White
Springs’ partners in its Competitive Florida Partner-
ship program being piloted by the DEO. White
Springs is one of only four rural communities select-
ed for the DEO pilot program.

Knipp credits Mayor Helen Miller for the support-
ive business climate in White Springs and his deci-
sion to implement his entrepreneurial vision.  

“I really appreciate the mayor for helping me with
this,” stated Knipp. “She’s not a procrastinator - like
me, she likes to get things done. The mayor has done
more for this town than anyone else, and that’s the
truth,” concluded White Springs’ newest entrepre-
neur.

“It’s been a real pleasure working with Mr.
Knipp,” said Miller. “His eco-tourism production
and retail businesses are a perfect fit with the eco-
nomic revitalization vision we’ve been hard at work
developing.”  

After investing several years of work with state
agencies, universities and key individuals in the pri-
vate sector, Miller says that White Springs is now
better positioned for sustainable growth that will
benefit the community and its residents.

Participation in the Competitive Florida Partner-
ship program is providing much-appreciated finan-
cial and technical resources to shorten the time hori-
zon needed to implement specific community and
economic development projects.

Key assets acquired in recent months include the
Nature & Heritage Center which is being re-pro-
grammed from strictly a state tourism information
center to a regional center that promotes tourism in
Columbia, Hamilton and Suwannee counties, as well
as sells a range of regionally made arts and crafts.

The Heritage Center is run primarily by studio
artists who volunteer their time. Volunteer studio
artists include Wendy Jacobs and Betty Barnes.  

A financial contribution from the Hamilton Coun-
ty Tourist Development Council (TDC), as well as
consignment fees, are the primary sources of rev-
enue used to pay for utilities and operating expens-
es. The TDC also assigned staffer Cindy Eatmon to
the center for 12 hours per week. Eatmon’s profes-
sional manner and extensive knowledge of the re-
gion are an added bonus when responding to
tourists’ requests for information.

“The $2,500 Hamilton County TDC grant to the
Heritage Center was a great investment,” said
Miller. “How often does a $2,500 grant result in a
business spin-off that will employ 25 to 50 full-time
workers? We are extremely grateful to County Com-
missioner Josh Smith and the members of the TDC
board for their support of our efforts to change the
paradigm for promoting eco-tourism.”

Julie Dennis, DEO project manager for the Com-
petitive Florida Partnership, Sherri Martin, director
of the Rural Economic Development Initiative, and
their colleagues will be in White Springs on Friday,
April 25, for the next phase of the program. The en-
tire day will be spent mapping and assessing key as-
sets in the community.

The historic Delegal Service Station on US 41, as
well as the 2-plus acres of undeveloped land imme-
diately across from the south entrance to Stephen
Foster state park – both properties now under long-
term sub-leases held by the Town – will be priorities
for restoration and development.  

One of the original Gulf Oil Distributorship
buildings, located in Jasper and used by the Camp
Family as a warehouse in recent decades, will also
be assessed with the intent to relocate the building
to White Springs as a regional historic museum.
The Camp and Abel Families donated the building
to the town two years ago. These properties and
several others will be inspected and evaluated for
economic development prospects by DEO teams
on April 25.

The small business spin-off from the Nature &
Heritage Center is serving to reinforce the need for a

local Entrepreneurship Center and Business Incuba-
tor to assist entrepreneurs with their start-up ven-
tures. Readers of the Jasper News may recall that
two years ago the HOPE Program piloted a success-
ful CNC Woodcarving venture with two teams of
teenagers during the summer months.  

The CNC woodcarving equipment and software
purchased by the HOPE Program, in addition to
over $20,000 of technology donations from the Flori-
da Department of Education’s 21st Century Learn-
ing Center program, comprise a significant invento-
ry of marketable tools to begin operations as a busi-
ness incubator. Products that could be produced in
the incubator include specialty T-Shirts (silk screen-
ing equipment) and coffee mugs, business signs,
bumper stickers, plaques, jewelry and keepsake box-
es.  

Recently, a highly skilled retiree has offered to
manage the incubator and train teenagers and young
adults in the operations of the production technolo-
gies. As soon as an appropriate site for the incubator
and a working capital grant are secured, the small
business incubator can begin operations.

Can the incubator attract customers, and how
quickly? Keith Knipp already has a list of items that
he wants produced for his retail and production
companies. The Nature & Heritage Center is re-
questing T-Shirts with local designs for tourists, and
community members planning large family re-
unions say they’d also like to buy local.

White Springs has a long and well-honored histo-
ry of volunteering and working together to achieve
important goals – from Teddy Bear, Richard Tennis,
John Henry White and David McKire who have
made the HOPE Fuel Bank a success, to the volun-
teers working with the inmate crew who built the
Volunteer Fire Department Annex, to Willie Jeffer-
son, former mayor McKire and others who care for
Eastside Cemetery, to the parents, grandparents and
community members who always remember our
children at South Hamilton Elementary. 

Now on the horizon is working with partners out-
side the community to turn the page in efforts to re-
vitalize the economic health and vitality of White
Springs.
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Scenes from the 26th Annual Tractor & Engine Show

The kiddie train travels through the park.

An 1893 replica of Henry Ford’s first engine.

One of many antique Farmall tractors on display.

Folks were intrigued with this huge 1951 John Deere tractor.

Phil Waldo’s restored 1960 Farmall tractor.

Waldo’s tractor engine before restoration.

Standing in front of his newest acquisition, Steve Hall said he has sold 500 of his
novelty burning wallets.

Herb Zabel with his antique rocking washer.

An assortment of old kitchen utensils and whatnot.

Remember these? The kids enjoyed exploring all the displays.



PAGE 12A THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

Anyone for a hayride?
So that’s how you milk a cow?

Tractors, tractors and more tractors!
A collection of old outboard motors.

Many enjoyed sitting around and chatting. A far cry from today’s golf carts.

A baby with a baby Deere. I’ll have a hotdog and fries, please.

Marg Chauvin and Bill Messer entertain the crowd with some old time folk
music. More yummy treats.

Scenes from the 26th Annual Tractor & Engine Show
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 863015

 If you are aware of an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on 
 Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative’s lines, please call the 
 Cooperative so that the outdoor light can be repaired.  When reporting a 
 problem, SVEC would like the following information so that we can make 
 the repair and contact you if there should be any questions:

 1. Specific street address of where the outdoor light is located.

 2. A description of where the outdoor light is located on the property.

 3. A description of the type problem with the outdoor light.

 4. Sufficient contact information to include your name, address and  
   telephone number. Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative 
   members are asked to provide their account number as well.

 Following these procedures will help ensure the proper response for 
 your request.  We certainly appreciate your help in this matter.

 To report an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light, 
 contact Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc. at (386) 362-2226

  or 1-800-447-4509 for Hamilton & Columbia service areas.

 PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AN INOPERATIVE 
 OR MALFUNCTIONING OUTDOOR LIGHT

 We Need      to KNOW.

 Light 
 Out?

 SAMPLE

 BALLOT

 863096

 _________________________________
 SIGNATURE OF VOTER

 _________________________________
 INITIALS OF ISSUING OFFICIAL

 STUB NO. 1

 OFFICIAL BALLOT GENERAL TOWN ELECTION
 WHITE SPRINGS, FLORIDA

 APRIL 22,2014

 INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
 TO VOTE YOU MUST BLACKEN THE OVAL

 COMPLETELY USING ONLY THE PENCIL PROVIDED

 TOWN COUNCIL

 White Springs Town Council
 Vote for Three (3)

 Joe E. Griffin

 Willie Jefferson
 Spencer C. Lofton, Sr.

 Rev. Richard Marshall, II

 Walter McKenzie

 Helen B. Miller
 Clayton (Woody) Woodard

 No. 0000

"Tradition! Tradition! 
Tradition!

Tradition! Tradition! 
Tradition!'

(Lyrics from the musical
"Fiddler on the Roof")

I
n thinking about
these lyrics this
week, I thought
of the wonderful
memories made

and the pageantry and
preparation that go into
what some refer to as
"Holy Week" and others
the "Week of Easter".
My mind went in many

directions. Not all at once.
I am not nearly as fast nor
as adept in keeping all the
strands of this sometimes
challenged mind in line,
but I do remember.
Years ago, Easter week

1965, and at then, White
Springs High School I had
looked with eager antici-
pation in seeing a movie at
my school. A "real" movie,
too. We were going to see
the epic and classic movie
"The Robe" centered
around the life of Christ,
and the last days He spent
on the earth. I heard about
it, other students talked
about it, and our teachers
talked about it. It would be
shown from the projection
room in the auditorium, at
the rear on a big screen. It
would be just like us going
to the show (going to the
show is a term many of us
folks here Around the
Banks of the Suwannee
used to refer "going go see
a movie). Ask someone,
"Where are you going on a
date?" Response "We're
going to the show." You
knew what they meant.
Well, I was going to the

show, or, so I thought I
was. I had brought my re-
freshment money and giv-
en it to the late Miss Vir-
ginia Bell, my beloved
first grade teacher, and
was just on "pins and nee-
dles with excitement." 
In those days, you didn't

get to go to the movies a
lot.
About noon, I received a

call from the front office
for me to come to the front
office and bring my things
with me. I was going
home. Our sweet school
secretary, the late Mrs.
Mary Brown, called me.
My heart sank. How could
this be true? Why would
Mama and Daddy be so
cruel, as "The Robe" was
all I had talked about all
week. When I arrived to
the office, Mrs. Brown sat
me down and said: "Hon-
ey, I know you're disap-
pointed, but it wasn't
Wade or Mary Lou who
called up here it was
Wade's mother, Mrs. Mary
Bullard, your paternal
grandmother. She said you
were not to go to that
movie. She had spoken
with the superintendent
about it and with Mr. Alli-
son, the late Mr. L.P. Alli-
son, who was, at that time,
our school principal, and
in a few minutes your
Daddy or Uncle Warren
will come pick you up and
you will go home.”
Sure enough, in a few

minutes, up rolled my Un-
cle Warren in his new Ford
sedan. I got in the car with
him and had a none too
happy face, and I asked

him, "Uncle Warren,
why?" Before he told me
why, he took me by Carv-
er's Grocery Store, and
bought me a bag full of
penny candy and Coca
Cola, picked up a six pack
of six and a half ounce
Cokes for grandma, and
two packs of cheese and
peanut butter crackers for
her and with the sting,
now slightly diminished, I
sipped on my Coke and ate
a couple of pieces of can-
dy before we arrived at her
home on Mill Street.
She was standing on the

wide front porch, some
folks would call it a veran-
dah, to those of us in
White Springs, it was the
front porch. She was
dressed in one of her nice
cotton day time dresses.
A-line, short sleeves, belt-
ed, with a wide skirt and
she was wearing a little
light weight white cardi-
gan that day, as it was a bit
nippy. "Come give Grand-
ma a hug”, and she opened
her arms. Of course, I ran
right to her. "Our boy
looks a little sad, Warren."
"Would you say he looks a
little sad?" She said to
Ruby Lee Perkins who
cooked and worked for my
Grandma and Aunt Henry
forever and who was a
loved part of our family,
"Yes'm Miss Mary, He do
look a little sad!", said
Ruby. "But he won't be so
sad when he see what we
fixed this boy for lunch." I
went into lunch and there
on the table, my favorite,
fried chicken, rice and
gravy, tiny acre peas,
creamed corn, cornbread
and biscuit and for dessert,
my Grandma Bullard's su-
perb bread pudding. We
called it biscuit pie. A
meal fit for a king. Daddy
was there, Mama, Uncle
Warren, and Grandma, and
Ruby Lee and we all sat
down and enjoyed our
lunch, had our bread pud-
ding and my Grandma
looked at me over cat eyed
framed glasses.
"Johnny", she said.

"Grandma doesn't usually
do this, but I brought you
home today, not to punish
you, honey. You haven't
done a thing wrong, and I
hear that ‘The Robe’ is a
wonderful movie, but you
can't watch it. I am not go-
ing to allow it. I am old
fashioned enough that I do
not believe Jesus, the Lord
of all the Earth, our Sav-
ior, should be acted by a
human actor and that they
should parade on the
screen and present some-
thing in movie form that is
well, to me, sacred. Sacred
needs to be read from the
Bible and explained by a
good minister or Sunday
school teacher, but no sir, I
won't have it. Not today,
not tomorrow, not ever.
This smacks to me of be-
ing just a little shoddy in
the morals department,
and I won't have it. I don't
condemn others for their
beliefs, and I will never
comment on them, but
these are my beliefs, and
you are part of my family,
and I love you." 
I remember responding

"I love you, Grandma",
and she came and kissed
me on the forehead. 
She didn't' ask me if I

noon, and that she told
him we would help him
and would have Daddy
take us around to the park
the following afternoon.
We did help "Pop" set up
and he told us he wanted
us to give out programs
the next morning and
dress in our Easter best.
We did, and oh, we were
excited. There were a cou-
ple hundred folks at that
first sunrise service at
Stephen Foster. That was
47 years ago. On Sunday,
April 20, at 7 a.m., our lit-
tle community of White
Springs embraces and per-

petuates tradition, once
again, as we celebrated the
risen Lord on the east
lawn of the carillon tower.
All races, all churches,
everyone in our small
community participates,
we sing together, pray to-
gether, hear a sermon and
we celebrate the miracle
and wonder of our living
savior, and, after the ser-
mon, we all go in and en-
joy refreshments together.
The cost of coming to the
program is nothing. The
park gates open at 6:15
a.m., the carillon concert
begins at 6:45 a.m. and the
service begins at 7 a.m.
We've been praising the
Lord together as a com-
munity for many, many
years, greeting each other
with "Happy Easter" and
"Sure is good to see you",
and "My your grand-
daughter is a young lady
now and so beautiful.
Time flies, and it does."
“Tradition! Tradition!

Tradition!!"
Memories of my Grand-

ma Bullard, Mary Emma
Joyner Bullard, born July
31, 1893, the daughter of
Captain John Calivin and
Charity Mills Joyner, and
who died Dec. 31, 1969.
She was loving, and she
was kind, and once in a

while, she could be a little,
just a little dogmatic, but
she always make it up to
you in love and that is
mainly what I think of
when I think of her. Love.
During this season of

resurrection, renewal, and
re-birth, I pray one day,
my niece Laura Leigh will
think of me, along the
lines of tradition in the
same way I think of my
Grandma Bullard and if I
am lucky, perhaps some of
those thoughts will be
thoughts of love. I sure
love her.
Love that is the theme

of Easter. Love took Jesus
to the cross, love caused
him to give up his life, no
man took it from Him.
Love caused the savior to
rise from the dead after
three days and love is the
gift of salvation He offers
to you and to me.
"Tradition! Tradition!

Tradition!" Not a bad
thing in any instances. I
am so delighted I was
raised in the bosom of a
loving southern family
who valued certain heart-
felt "Traditions”.
Wishing each of you a

wonderful day filled with
joy, peace, and, above all,
lots of love and laughter.
Happy Easter.

understood. My approval
was not solicited. She had
spoken and, as the matri-
arch of our family "That
was it" "End of story". We
ate our lunch, we talked,
we laughed. We went back
out to the front porch, and
she told me Ruby Lee had
boiled a bunch of eggs for
me and had the food color
ready for me to dye for the
church Easter egg hunt the
next day and that I could
go to the Good Friday ser-
vices that night with my
cousins. They were com-
ing to pick me up. So I
would be spending the
night with her.
Well that really made

my heart sing. To get to be
in town and meet my best
friend, Mac Pound, right
after school, so we could
begin coloring eggs and
hunt and hide and hide and
hunt and Grandma "upped
the ante" by saying if we
were good and didn't make
a huge mess dyeing the
eggs, she would let us go
down to Barnett's Drug
Store for a Coke float or a
chocolate sundae. I
thought I might be pushing
the ticket, but I asked if
Mac might spend the night
with me, and she said "If
it's alright with his parents,
it's okay with me." 
It was and we had a

wonderful Easter time
over the next two to three
days culminating with
church services on Sunday.
My Grandmother, she

didn't interfere much in the
lives of her children or
grandchildren and she
loved us all unconditional-
ly, but sitting around that
dining table that afternoon,
even at six years of age, I
had sense enough to know
the word had come down
as from Sinai for all of us
and that was OK.
If it made her happy, it

made us all happy, because
she was wonderful and fun
in so many ways.
"Tradition! Tradition!

Tradition!"Three years lat-
er, I received another of
those calls at school. This
time, though, she asked for
Mac Pound and me to
come to her house after
school. She talked with
Mac's parents and they had
given permission. This
time she told us that the
late W.J. "Pop" Thurber
was starting an Easter sun-
rise service over at the
Stephen Foster and might
need our help to "set up"
chairs, tables, and other
things, on Saturday after-
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made the recommenda-
tion to the school district
that they apply for a sin-
gle facility construction
project at an estimated
cost of $25 million. The
school district would be
responsible for an esti-
mated $3.4 million of
those total dollars,
payable over a three-
year period with no ad-
ditional impact to tax-
payers. The state will
pick up the difference of
$21.6 million.
The school board was

presented with three dif-
ferent scenarios to con-
sider: 1) A single new
construction project (old
JRE Lee Complex) and
consolidation of all three
elementary schools. 2) A
single new construction
project at North Hamil-
ton Elementary, as it is
the only school which
meets minimum student
population require-
ments. 3) Renovations at
Central, North, South
and Greenwood at a cost
of over $17 million.
Moffses noted that the

first option is the only
one endorsed and ap-
proved by FDOE.
“There’s nothing new

about what we’re talk-
ing about,” said Moffses. 
The information about

the condition of the
schools, he said was pre-
sented in both 2007 and
2012. Some of the items
that need addressing at
the three elementary
schools, he continued,
are new roofs, interior
finishes, including ceil-
ings, mechanical,
plumbing and electrical
systems, low voltage
wiring and fire alarm
systems, and sprinkler
systems, all of which
cost a lot of money.
Additionally, Moffses

said, there are numerous
safety issues at the
schools that need to be
addressed, such as fire
exits, ADA accessibility,
bus-loading area limita-
tions, security fencing,
aging portables, lack of
central heating and air
conditioning, asbestos
abatement, wood frame
construction that doesn’t
meet building codes,
and the tilting and sag-
ging floor at North
Hamilton Elementary.
All of those items, he

said, are cost-prohibitive
right now.

Taxes on new 
construction

Moffses told the audi-
ence that their taxes will
not go up with the new
construction project. 
“New construction

dollars are funded out of
the district’s already
capital funds,” he said.
“The difference is fund-
ed by the legislature (or
state government) in
their budget. The only
way your taxes would
go up is in renovation.”
Hamilton County vot-

ers, he added, would
have to approve a reno-
vation bond.

Busing
For safety reasons, the

school district currently
provides bus transporta-
tion to all students in the
county, even those who
live within two miles of
their school. Right now,
the longest route in the
district is for one student
who is bused from Bel-
lville to White Springs,
which takes one hour
and 10 minutes, one
way. 
“We’ve already run

scenarios for routes if
there is consolidation,”
Moffses said. 
The longest route in a

consolidated school sce-
nario, he added, would
be 55 minutes. Average
routes for White Springs
are estimated at 45-48
minutes. He explained
that not every student is
going to be on the bus
that long, just the stu-
dents who are picked up
first.
Many parents and

grandparents at the
meeting voiced objec-
tion to the long bus
rides, especially when a
pre-schooler will be rid-
ing on the same bus as a
high school student.

Timeline
As yet, there is no 100

percent certainty that
the plan will be ap-
proved by the FDOE or
the Florida Legislature,
but if approved, below is
the timeline of events: 
Aug. 1, 2014: Presenta-

tion to FDOE for special
facilities ranking.
Nov. 2014: Forwarded

to the Governor for in-
clusion in the 2015-16
budget proposal.
Dec. 2014-Jan. 2015:

Review and inclusion in

the Senate
President/House Speak-
er budget proposal.
March-May, 2015: Ap-

propriations and ap-
proval in House/Senate
for fiscal year 2015-16
budget.
July 1, 2015: Funding

released to the district.
August, 2016: Facili-

ties construction com-
plete.

PotashCorp (PCS) 
tax impact on school

district
Forty-nine percent of

the county’s tax base for
the school district comes
from PCS, Moffses not-
ed.
“We have been briefed

and we anticipate this
year a loss of $300,000-
$400,000 depending on
the dismantle date of the
Swift Creek Chemical
Plant,” said Moffses.
“The projected loss next
year is $1.2 million dol-
lars.”
The county’s budget,

Moffses said, is 51 per-
cent of the funding that
comes from PCS, so they
will also be affected.
“Keep that in mind,”

Moffses said. “The tax
base is going to go
down. We have to be
good stewards of the
money that we do re-
ceive.”

Public comments
The school board

meeting was held in the
auditorium of Hamilton
County High School in
Jasper, and it was filled
with residents who had
the opportunity to voice
their opinions, both for
and against consolida-
tion. Some questioned
why the issues at all of
the schools, especially
North, had not been ad-
dressed years ago when
they were first discov-
ered.
Many people who

spoke were not happy
with the long bus rides
for students and the fact
their children already
have to get up at 4:30-5
a.m. in order to get
ready for school and
catch the bus in time.
Another resident asked
if the school district was
going to provide a nan-
ny on the buses since the
ride was so long.
White Springs resi-

dent Cathy Ogburn
Fender said, “Yeah, we
pay a lot of taxes. We

don’t have a lot of choice
on our taxes for a lot of
things, but you see this
little girl right here?
(pointing to her young
daughter). “You can
raise my taxes for this
child,” she added, with
tears in her eyes.
Another White

Springs resident said he
recently moved there
from the Tampa area
and his children finally
enjoy going to school be-
cause of the personal-
ized attention they get in
a small community
school. He said by con-
solidating all the schools
his kids will be just an-
other number.
Jennings resident

Wade Goolsby made a
suggestion that Jasper,
Jennings and White
Springs convert to K-12
schools in their respec-
tive communities to
eliminate busing issues.
Another suggested
building the new school
in White Springs and
busing students there
from Jasper and Jen-
nings.
Some in the audience

were suspicious of the
entire proceeding, stat-
ing that the board had
already made up their
mind to consolidate be-
fore the meeting started,
and they asked why the
public was even invited
to the meeting. The
board denied that sug-
gestion.
Out of the 23 people

who spoke out during
the meeting, six were in
favor of consolidation
and 17 were against.
With the state of

North Hamilton being
so dire, board member
Gary Godwin asked
Moffses what is being
done with the students
who are housed in the
main building that is sit-
ting atop multiple jacks.
Moffses said they are ad-
dressing the situation
and working with a ven-
dor to move those kids
into portables.

The vote
Even though it ap-

peared as if the majority
of the public who spoke
out at the meeting were
not in favor of consoli-
dation of the elementary
schools, the school
board voted 4-1 to move
forward with the closure
of the three schools and

consolidation of all ele-
mentary students into
one facility in Jasper.
Johnny Bullard, District
4, voted against.
Additional items the

vote entailed were for
Greenwood School,
where portables from
Central would be uti-
lized, they would dis-
continue use of three
buildings for education-
al purposes and reno-
vate building 7. 
At the JRE Complex,

11 buildings would be
demolished, and the site
would be developed to
accept new classroom
buildings, playgrounds,
parking, administration,
cafeteria and media cen-
ter, while leaving be-
hind the old gymnasi-
um.
After students are

transferred to the new
school, the old build-
ings at North, South
and Central will be
transferred, sold, leased
or rented, and aging
portables will be sur-
plussed.
“The fact is, our ele-

mentary schools in
Jasper, Jennings and
White Springs need
work and have needed
work for years to pro-
vide a much safer envi-
ronment for student
learning,” said Supt.
Moffses. “Lately I’ve
heard over and over,
‘Save our schools, save
our community’, but
never once have those
same people asked to
ensure our students are
safe in those same build-
ings.”
Johnny Bullard said,

“Yes, the buildings are
old, but school is more
than a building. A com-
munity is made up of in-
dividuals and it’s made
up of individuals who
care.”
Bullard also said

young children need to
be kept as close to home
as possible.
“I think the smaller

you can keep the classes,
the better off you are,”
Bullard continued. “The
more community input
you have is the best, and
yes, I think that taxes
will go up. I think that
PCS has paid a lot of
them and they’ll pay less
in the future.”
Chairman Damon

Deas said he could not

in good conscious vote
any other way, but for
consolidation.
“I fully believe Talla-

hassee will shut Jen-
nings down in a matter
of years,” said Deas.

After the vote
As people were filing

out of the auditorium,
some were in tears,
some were angry and
others were clearly con-
fused as to what had just
happened. Still others
were calm and resolved
that the school board
had made the right deci-
sion.
White Springs town

officials expressed their
disappointment with the
school board’s decision.
“The vote went

tonight the way I pre-
dicted it would,” said
White Springs Vice
Mayor Walter McKen-
zie. “I’m not happy with
it. I think that communi-
ty schools are affordable
and they do the best job
for the students.”
“I think it was the

wrong decision,” said
White Springs Town
Councilman Rhett
Bullard. “I think time
will tell that in fact it’s
going to be the wrong
result. It’s not going to
be what they’re looking
for.”
White Springs Mayor

Helen Miller said, “I’m
disappointed that all op-
tions weren’t consid-
ered. We do have anoth-
er option and that is
building a new school in
Jennings and consolidat-
ing with Central.”
She said in White

Springs they are asking
for help in  renovating
the school and/or help-
ing to build a new
school.
“We’re looking at oth-

er sources of funds like
USDA Rural Develop-
ment to help us with
construction,” Miller
added. “Being presented
with two options and
saying ‘choose one’ real-
ly isn’t a good way to go
about business. There
are always other options
if you think outside the
box.”
Miller said she had

hoped the school board
would have given more
consideration to the chil-
dren, the families and
the communities in
Hamilton County.

Elementary schools to consolidate 
Continued From Page 1A

The Hamilton County School Board prepares to vote on elementary school consolidation. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition will be holding their annual
fundraiser golf tournament on Friday, April 25, at
Florida Gateway Golf & Country Club in Jasper.
Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. and then a shot-

gun start at 9 a.m. There will be door prizes and
lunch will be provided.
The prevention coalition began as the Advisory

Council to Hamilton County Safe and Drug Free
Schools program in the early 1900s and then
evolved into a grassroots coalition in 2003.

“Our mission is to reduce substance abuse
among youth and adults by addressing factors in
our community that serve to increase that risk of
substance abuse,” said Executive Director Grace
McDonald.
The golf tournament is limited to the first 12

teams to sign up and pay the fee. Only four per
team. No alcohol, tobacco or drug products al-
lowed.
Come out, have a great time, and do your part

in helping our youth become our future leaders.
For more information, contact Supervisor of

Elections and Coalition member Laura Dees or Ex-
ecutive Director Grace McDonald at 386-792-9388.

Golfers swing into action “fore” our youth
Fundraiser golf tournament is Friday, April 25
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Ava Donoghue hunts creepy critters at the pre-school story time bug hunt.

Cathy Fender (left) helps count up the bugs.

White Springs Library hosts Bug Hunt for pre-schoolers
Pre-school Story Time is every Thursday from 10:30-11:15 a.m. at White Springs Library

Noah Nicholson shows off his catch from the bug hunt.

Porter Donaghue gets his net ready to catch a bug.
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APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

The Pre-K class at Central Hamilton Elementary School set pinwheels in the ground in front of the school in support for Child Abuse Prevention Month.

We are! The Jasper, Jennings and
White Springs Libraries are proud to
be three of 2,300 bookstores and li-
braries across America supporting
World Book Night 2014.
On April 23—Shakespeare’s birth-

day—25,000 volunteers from Kodiak
to Key West will give away half a mil-
lion free books in more than 6,000
towns and cities across America. 
The Live Oak Library serves as a

community base for local givers, re-
ceiving the books that they will be giv-
ing out and providing useful re-
sources.
MORE ABOUT WORLD BOOK

NIGHT
World Book Night U.S. (WBN) is an

ambitious campaign to give thou-
sands of free, specially-printed paper-
backs to light or non-readers. Volun-
teer book givers help promote reading
by going into our communities and

handing out free copies to those with-
out means or access to a printed book. 
With the organizational support of

local bookstores and libraries, they’ll
be sharing them in locations such as
hospitals, mass transit, nursing
homes, food pantries, underfunded
schools, and more. This is not a ran-
dom giveaway, but a person-to-per-
son, carefully planned outreach. 
World Book Night takes place on

April 23, 2014—Shakespeare’s birth-
day— and is in its third year in the
U.S., after the UK launch in 2011.
World Book Night U.S.’s reach in-
cludes all 50 states, Puerto Rico, USVI,
and overseas military bases. 
The WBN picks are by a wide array

of award-winning and bestselling
adult and YA authors, as well as clas-
sics, books in Spanish, and books in
Large Print. The assortment of WBN
titles is based on diversity in subject

matter, age level, gender, ethnicity
and geography. The books were cho-
sen in a vote by librarians, booksellers,
and last year’s givers. 
Bestselling author Scott Turow said:

"I can't imagine any greater compli-
ment to a book – or an author – than to
know his work has been selected to
welcome people to the pleasures of
reading." World Book Night is making
a short, free original e-book available
to everyone at their website on April
23. 
More information, including FAQs

and links to our social media – includ-
ing giver experiences and pho-
tographs – at www.us.world-
booknight.org
ABOUT THE VOLUNTEERS AND

NEXT YEAR
Volunteers – including some of our

own booksellers – applied online to be
givers by stating where they intend to

seek out book recipients, and noting
which of the special WBN Book Picks
they’d like to hand out. 
The volunteer givers come from all

walks of life: teachers, book club
members, social workers, first respon-
ders, local businesspeople, librarians,
booksellers, students, parents, and
more. 
Of note: It is too late to volunteer to

be a giver this year, but anyone can
sign up for the WBN e-newsletter in
order to be notified when the giver ap-
plication process begins anew in the
fall for 2015. 
World Book Night U.S. is a 501(c)3

non-profit organization supported by
UPS, authors, publishers, the Ameri-
can Booksellers Association, the
American Library Association, Barnes
& Noble, and the Ingram Content
Group; a full list of sponsors is at our
website.

Who is helping give out half a million free books across America on April 23rd?
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The Florida Depart-
ment of Health-Hamil-
ton County is pleased
that we have participat-
ed in a very thorough
process of compiling a
“Community Health As-
sessment”, which pro-
vides very needed and
pertinent information as
to “where we are” as a
county in regards to
physical health and the
greatest challenges we
have in regards to physi-
cal and mental  health as
citizens.  
Here are some statis-

tics that may surprise
you, and then, again,
they may not:
The top five leading

causes of death in
Hamilton County are:
(1) cancer, (2) heart dis-
ease, (3) chronic lower
respiratory infections
(CLRD), (4) stroke, and
(5) Diabetes.
In regards to educa-

tional attainment, 37.1
per cent of Hamilton
County residents do not
have a high school diplo-

ma. That is 84 percent
higher than the state av-
erage. 51.1 percent of
adults aged 25 years and
older have completed
high school, which is
more than the state of
Florida’s average per-
centage of 50.5 percent.
Only 11.7 percent of
Hamilton County resi-
dents have completed a
college degree which is
188 percent less than the
percentage for the state
of Florida.
There is a direct corre-

lation that exists be-
tween the level of educa-
tional attainment and
the public health chal-
lenges faced in any area
of the nation. Hamilton
County is no exception.
Hamilton County ranks
at the “bottom” of  Flori-
da’s 67 counties as the
poorest county economi-
cally in the state of Flori-
da. In addition, Hamil-
ton County ranks 35th
among the poorest 100
counties in the entire
United States.  

As a result of low so-
cio-economics and edu-
cational level of many of
its citizens, Hamilton
County’s population, in
direct correlation, faces
numerous uphill but not
insurmountable chal-
lenges in regards to
physical and mental
health changes and im-
provements. 
The Florida Depart-

ment of Health-Hamil-
ton County is sensitive
to the population of our
county, as well as its di-
versity, its strengths and
weaknesses. We consid-
er a major strength of
our county to be the
wonderful and friendly
citizens who make up
our county and who vis-
it with us on a regular
basis. Our county may
be poor in many areas,
but it is rich in the
warmth and compassion
of many of its citizens,
tempered with an accep-
tance of the “wave of the
future”, but a respect for
the past and its rich tra-

Community health assessment
completed for Hamilton County

Empowering Tabernacle House of
Prayer, under the leadership of Pastor
Phillip M. Jackson and Church Mother
Ledia S. Jackson, proudly presents
Movie Night for the youth of Hamil-
ton County (and surrounding areas).
Every 1st Friday of the month,
E.T.H.O.P. hosts movie night at the
church located at 105A 2nd Ave. NE in
Jasper, next to the library.
Youth are able to sit down with oth-

er youth and watch youth inspira-

tional Christian movies, while order-
ing popcorn, drinks, nachos, and such
from our concession stand. This move
has been established to provide the
youth with something positive to do
on a Friday night. 
We are also extending the invitation

out to other youth that would like to
come and be a part of this awesome
event! Movie Night is the 1st Friday of
every month starting at 6:30 p.m.
EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Movie nights
in Jasper

Movie Night

ditions.
Some of the county’s

greatest health chal-
lenges are working on
lowering the high obesi-
ty rate in the county and
continuing to work on
information and health-
care intervention with a
significant amount of
our population regard-
ing STD’s (Sexually
Transmitted Diseases). 
In addition, the Flori-

da Department of
Health-Hamilton Coun-
ty is committed to pro-
viding personalized and
compassionate care for
our citizens, as well as
ongoing education for
our citizens in regards to
positive and healthy
lifestyle changes.
Our outstanding pro-

fessional staff works dili-
gently to deliver quality
health care interven-
tions, as well as informa-
tion and education in re-
gards to quality lifestyle
changes. We do encour-
age our citizens to self-
assess and to utilize our
facility to help improve
their physical health to
“weigh in”.  You are
welcomed, any time, to
come and use our scales
to check your weight
and to keep track of
where you are and your
goals.   
Disabled citizens can

come and “weigh in” on
scales that are specifical-
ly designed for their use
and access. Our staff
strongly encourages and
supports our citizen’s
healthy lifestyle choices.
Our Strategic Planning

Committee for the Flori-
da Department of
Health-Hamilton Coun-
ty routinely and regular-
ly takes a prescriptive

look at where we are as a
county in regards to
physical health, where
we are going, and what
it will take for us to
reach measurable and at-
tainable goals.
A number of positive

and proactive goals have
been accomplished
through cooperation
with the Florida Depart-
ment of Health-Hamil-
ton County, the Florida
Department of Health-
Columbia County, the
Hamilton County Public
School District, as well
as the Hamilton County
Commission, all work-
ing together, as we con-
tinue to deliver a hope-
ful message of improved
physical and mental
health for Hamilton
County and its citizens.
It truly “takes a village”
working together to
build a future for a
healthier and brighter
tomorrow. Improved
physical and mental
health is “the key” for
our citizens.
Some of the positive

goals accomplished
most recently include:
Pharmacy Assistance

Program
Dental Bus―“Miles of

Smiles”
Participation in health

fairs
Universal Free Break-

fast and Lunch for all
students in Hamilton
County’s public schools
Continued emphasis

on healthy lifestyle
changes for students in
our public schools with
recently awarded grants
for physical education
and continuing positive
lifestyle changes
“Our” Hamilton

County has a rich her-

itage and legacy of those
seeking positive lifestyle
and healthier lifestyles.
Long before the white
man came to the place
that is now Hamilton
County, Native Ameri-
cans sought to improve
their health by taking
their sick and wounded
tribal members to the cu-
rative waters of the min-
eral rich sulfur springs
in White Springs and
Suwannee Springs. They
believed these waters
had curative powers and
declared the area around
them sacred.
Later, when Florida

was settled by the white
man, early pioneer set-
tlers believed in the cu-
rative powers of the
springs and continued to
seek restoration for their
health by “taking the
waters”.  
The county has a huge

network of wonderful
walking and hiking
trails and is the “hub”
for the Florida Bicycle
Association. Hamilton
County continues to be a
place where physical ac-
tivity, as well as spiritual
renewal, is encouraged
and celebrated.
We encourage each of

you to visit us at the
Florida Department of
Health-Hamilton Coun-
ty in Jasper, or to contact
us at 386-792-1414, or to
go to our website by
simply typing into your
computer search engine,
Florida Department of
Health-Hamilton Coun-
ty.
We are here to encour-

age you, to assist you, to
direct you to better
health, more positive
lifestyle changes and a
brighter future for all.

Get help with the Florida Supreme
Court Approved Divorce Forms. We
will go over the standard forms pack-
age includingthe Financial Affidavit,
Parenting Plan, and Child Support-
Guidelines Worksheet.
This workshop is free but you must

register in advance. Toregister you
must call 386-269-0942 during regular
business hours at least five (5) days
prior to the class date.
NEXT CLASS : APRIL 21, 2014 6:00

p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
North Florida Mediation
106 White Avenue SE, Suite C

Live Oak, FL 32064
P.O. Box 6124
Live Oak, FL 32064
386.269.0942
www.NorthFloridaMediation.

FREE
Divorce forms workshop
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 Rodeo Queen Competition
 April 19th, 2014 ,  Saturday  Night is the Rodeo Queen Competition,

 Concessions will be open. The Queen contest begins at 6pm.

 Cowboy Church
 April 23rd, 2014 ,  Wednesday  evening Calvary Baptist Church will be hosting Cowboy 

 Church at the HCRC.  Lots of great fellowship and music! A fantastic dinner will be served. 
 Begins at 6pm.

 Parade & Cowboy Up
 April 24th, 2014 ,  Thursday Parade begins after school at 6pm . Line up at 5:30pm.  Most 

 creative float award to be given at start of parade. If interested contact 
 ashleyturnage12@gmail.com . Come out to the City Park and have some fun!  Dancing, 

 Games, Arts & Crafts Vendors, Food Vendors with hamburgers, hotdogs, BBQ, popcorn, 
 cotton candy and much more. If you’d like to have a booth for your crafts, clubs, church 

 group etc. Lots of Family Fun & Food. 
 Booths Still Available

 42nd Annual Rodeo
 April 25th & 26th, 2014 ,  Friday & Saturday

 Rodeo gates open at 6pm. 

 Hamilton County Riding Club
 is pleased to announce the 42nd Rodeo

 HCRC 
 presents
 2014  WEEK

 802712

 Rodeo Queen  2013-2014
 Rodeo
 Queen 

 Katey Godwin
 Daughter of  Gary & Ginny Godwin

 Sponsored by Chandler Farms

 Jr. 
 Rodeo
 Queen 

 Taylor Smith
 Daughter of  Tommy & Dana Smith

 Sponsored by Dana’s Salon

 Little 
 Miss
 Rodeo
 Queen  Gracie Ball

 Daughter of  Charlie & Deana Ball
 Sponsored by Great Grandmother 

 Elizabeth Deas

 Little Miss Rodeo Queen 
 Contestants

 Jr. Rodeo Queen
 Contestants

 Rodeo Queen
 Contestants

 Riley Welch
 Daughter of  Allen & Susan Welch

 Sponsored by Will’s Auto & Tint Solutions 
 and Thin Again Weight Loss

 Aubrey Culpepper
 Daughter of  Donald & Lisa Culpepper

 Sponsored by Parents

 Sarabeth Adams
 Daughter of  Mike & Jill Adams

 Sponsored by Adams MD Farm Inc.

 Olivia  Cohen
 Daughter of  Seth & Kari Cohen

 Sponsored by Parents

 Ashton Culpepper
 Daughter of  Donald & Lisa Culpepper

 Sponsored by Parents & Long Branch Farms

 Elizabeth Lewis
 Daughter of  Charlie & Deana Ball
 Sponsored by Dr. Michael Huston

 863431
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CLASSIFIEDS

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FIND IT IN THE 



PAGE 20A THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

Final Jam audition April
18 at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park
will select best of the best
Winners will perform at the Suwannee River Jam April 30- May 3 during the largest country music Jam in

the South! Competition begins at 7 p.m. - don’t be late for some of the best country artists around!
SPIRIT OF THE SUWANNEE MUSIC PARK,

LIVE OAK, FLA - The Suwannee River Jam Final
Audition is finally here! A large group of very anx-
ious and excited country artists can barely wait to
compete for the chance to be on the roster of artists
performing April 30-May 3 at the largest country
music jam in the South, The Suwannee River Jam!
It all takes place Friday, April 18, 7 p.m., at The
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP) in
Live Oak, Fla. in the Music Hall where family,
friends and fans will gather to cheer on these
artists.

Promoter Steve Briscoe of 1st Street Music and
Sound Company in Lake City says six will be cho-
sen to achieve their lifetime dreams of being a per-
forming artist at the Suwannee River Jam (SRJ). Be-
fore that can happen, there will be dozens of coun-
try songs sung for your entertainment and dancing
pleasure! Expect some serious celebrating when
the winners are announced!
Artists competing for the six performance slots at
the Jam are:

*Smokin’ Pig BBQ Festival winners Joe Martino

and Jasmine Horton, (Lake City), Savanna Bassett
(Jacksonville ) with Wildcard winner Savannah
Ward (Branford).

*Bradford Fest winners Steffanie Renae (Orange
Park), Sylvia Griner Howard (Penny Farms) and
Jessica Thornton (Starke) and Lindsey Murphy
(Keystone Heights) performing as Jessica Lindsey.

*Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park winner
Alexus Branscome (Lake City).

*Steinhatchee Fiddler Crab Festival winners Brit-
tney Hall (Stark), Maddie Norris (Greenville) and
Josh Hage (Steinhatchee).

*Jacksonville Landing winners George Aspinall
and John Shilby (Jacksonville), Abigail Carpenter
(Glen St. Mary), Alyssa Billings (Jacksonville), Ne-
sha Moore (Jacksonville) and Jolie Crapo (Glen St.
Mary).

Doors to the Music Hall open at 5 p.m. for dinner
the night of the competition. Competition begins at
7 p.m. Admission is free. Those attending who
have a large number in their group are urged to
call 386-364-1703 in advance to reserve your table
as a large number of guests are expected for this

event. Oh, and don’t forget your dancing shoes as
dancing is encouraged during this evening.

Bands which auditioned and have already been
chosen to perform at the Jam are Steven Flowers
Band (Jacksonville/Gainesville), Crewsn Myles
Band (Lake Butler) and 309C (Palatka).

Tickets are still available for the SRJ through
www.suwanneeriverjam.com,   www.musi-
cliveshere.com, by emailing spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com. You may also purchase tickets at
the SOSMP's main office or stop by any S & S Food
Store where they have the best prices anywhere on
SRJ tickets!

If you would like to make reservations for RV
parking, cabins, primitive camping or camper
parking for the weekend or longer at the SOSMP
for this and other great events happing at the
SOSMP, call 386-364-1683, email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com or go to www.musicliveshere.com

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park is located
at 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak, Fla, 32060, 4.5 miles
south of Interstate 75 and 4.5 miles north of Inter-
state 10 off US 129.

Alexus Branscombe

Alyssa Billings- The Landing SRJ 2014 winner

George Aspinall,
Jacksonville Landing

Jessica Thornton

Jessica Thornton, right, and Lindsey Murphy, duo winners at Bradford Fest

Joe Martino aka Average Joe performing at the
Blueberry Festival in Wellborn

John Shilby

Maddie Norris

Savanna Leigh Bassett
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2014 RAM 1500 CREW

All prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be located at either of our 
Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices good through April 19, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first. Truck prices 
include $500 rebate when financed with Chrysler Capital. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.

2013-2014 Motor Trend of the Year Back-to-Back 
First Time Ever per Motor Trend Magazine.

2014 RAM 2500
 4 DOOR 4X4 HEAVY DUTY

V140284

5.7L HEMI, AUTO, HEATED LEATHER BUCKETS, REMOTE START
NAVI ,20” CHROME WHEELS, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA
MSRP  $44,745
DISC.    -$5,953

2014 RAM 1500 
LARAMIE 4 DR

Q140138

2014 DODGE AVENGER 

Q140111

2014 RAM 1500 QUAD

Q140098
V140148Q140044

2013 DODGE DART

V130392

888-304-2277
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA

888-463-6831
4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA

229-263-7561
8640 HWY 84 WESTAll prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be 

located at either of our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.Vehicle prices include Trade-In & GM Loyalty Rebate 
(owners of  1999 or newer GM vehicles.  All prices good through April 19, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, 
whichever comes first. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price. 

2014 CHEVY 
CRUZE 

1.8L ECOTEC ENGINE
AUTO TRANSMISSION

POWER EQUIPMENT GROUP
ON-STAR SIRIUS 
SATELLITE RADO

2014 CHEVY SONIC LT

C140154

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DR LT

ALL-STAR EDITION
18” ALUM WHEELS, REAR CAMERA 

REMOTE START & MORE!
MSRP:  $37,120 - DISC. $7,132

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DR
      LT                          4X4

2014 SILVERADO 1500 

C140162

2014 CHEVY 
EQUINOX

32 MPG 
(PER WINDOW STICKER) 
BLUE TOOTH WIRELESS
USB PORT,  2.4L SIDI 
SIRIUS/MP3 PLAYER

ALL-STAR EDITION 5.3L V8 
18” ALUM WHEELS, REAR CAMERA 

REMOTE START, NAVI & MORE! 
MSRP $41,725 -DISC.  $7,732

 C140066

86
05

45

2014 CHEVY MALIBU

C140108

2014 DODGE JOURNEY

V140068

2014 RAM 1500

Best 

Place to

Buy a New

Truck
2014

2014 RAM 3500 DUALLY
 4 DOOR HEAVY DUTY

Q140127
6.7L CUMMIN DIESEL, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA, TRAILER 
BRAKE CONTROL 5TH WHEEL/GOOSENECK TOW GROUP, 
CHROME GROUP
MSRP  $48,205   
DISC.    -$6,451

2014 CHEVY CAMARO

C150006

2015 SILVERADO 2500HD
4 DR                        4X4                                                  

Best Place toBuy a NewTruck
2013

2014 
GRAND CARAVAN

Q140042

Best Place toBuy a NewTruck
2013

Best 

Place to

Buy a New

Truck
2014

Supplier Pricing…You Pay What We Pay!

2014 CHEVY 
IMPALA

C140147

Huge Selection! Over Rams  to Choose From!!!

2014 JEEP PATRIOT

V140398

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE

V140369

V130432

2013 200 CONVERTIBLE

2013 DODGE 
CHALLENGER R/T

5.7L HEMI , 20” CHROME 
WHEELS NAVI, LOADED!

MSRP   $37,065   DISC -$4,168

V130397

“Looking For a Vette...
We got ‘em in Coupe 

& Convertible!”
Everyone Knows Chevy’s Cost Less In Quitman!!!
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