
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Members of the Hamilton County Fire Council met on Mon-
day, Nov. 18, to brainstorm and find workable solutions to is-
sues facing the fire departments. The immediate need is the
White Springs Volunteer Fire Department, which has been cit-
ed with ISO compliance deficiencies.
In attendance were Emergency Management Director Henry

Land, Hamilton County Coordinator Louie Goodin, White
Springs Fire Administrator Chris Green, Bellville Fire Chief
Lamar Smith, Crossroads Fire Chief Laddie DeRocco, Jennings
Fire Chief L.J. Smith, Jasper Fire Chief Bill Trinder, Emergency
Management Coordinator John Wright, as well as Jasper City

Manager Charles Williams, who sat
in on the meeting.
The good news is that White

Springs Fire Administrator Chris
Green announced he was success-
ful in getting a six-month exten-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

At the Nov. 12 meet-
ing of the Hamilton
County School Board,
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Thomas Moffses an-
nounced that the Pan-
ther Success Center, by
order of the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Jus-
tice (DJJ), will be re-
opened.
Panther is a struc-

tured residential treat-
ment program for low
and moderate risk
males that provides
on-site academic pro-
gramming, a GED cur-
riculum, vocational as-
sessment and job skill
development. The old
Panther building at
11180 NE 38 St. in
Jasper was shuttered in
2011 as a cost-cutting
measure to balance the
school budget, which
was estimated to shave
$65,000 off the bottom
line.
Moffses said the DJJ recently notified the school

district that they are moving forward with the re-
opening of the former Panther Success facility in
Jasper.
“They are planning a 40-bed male facility,” said

Moffses. “They expect it to open Jan. 15, and they ex-
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The second joint meeting of the
Hamilton County Board of County
Commissioners and the Hamilton
County School Board on the redis-
tricting process was held Tuesday,
Nov. 19, at the Hamilton County
Courthouse. No decision was made
on whether or not to revise district
lines by the Dec. 31 deadline, or
wait until 2015, which is the next
available opportunity to do so, as it
can only be done in an odd num-
bered year.

School board members present
were Damon Deas, Gary Godwin,
Sammy McCoy and Johnny
Bullard. Jeanie Daniels was not
present. All five county commis-
sioners, Randy Ogburn, Beth Bur-
nam, Robert Brown, Buster Oxen-
dine and Josh Smith were present,
along with attorneys from both
boards. There were only a handful
of audience members who attend-
ed the meeting.
County Attorney Cliff Adams be-

gan with an explanation of why re-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The crime rate in Hamil-
ton County increased 2.4
percent for the first half of
2013, as compared to the
first half of 2012, according
to data from the Florida
Department of Law En-
forcement’s (FDLE) Semi-
Annual Uniform Crime Re-
port, which was recently
released.
The FDLE utilizes seven

index crimes to develop
crime statistics and every
law enforcement agency in
the state reports these of-
fenses to FDLE. The offens-
es are, murder, forcible
rape, robbery, aggravated
assault, burglary, larceny
and motor vehicle theft.
For Hamilton County,

By Joyce Marie
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor

@gaflnews.com

A good sized
crowd turned out
for United Way of
Suwannee Valley’s
(UWSV) November
Report Luncheon
held at Potash-
C o r p - W h i t e
Springs Conference
Center on Wednes-
day, Nov. 13, with a
season event theme
of “Imagine Me”. 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County
School Board held their an-
nual organization meeting
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, pur-
suant to Section 1001.371 of
the Florida statutes.
Current chairman Damon

Deas was nominated by
Jeanie Daniels to continue in

his position. The motion
was seconded and the board
voted unanimously that
Deas be the chairman of the
board.
Daniels then nominated

Gary Godwin to serve as
vice-chairman. The motion
was seconded and again, by
a unanimous vote, Godwin

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Rural Area Transportation
Development Engineer Jor-
dan Green and District 2
Secretary Greg Evans from
the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) gave
a presentation on their five-
year work plan at a recent
meeting of the Hamilton
County Board of County
Commissioners.
“I’m a team player with

my staff,” Evans told the
board.
Evans has held his posi-

tion with FDOT for about
two years for District 2

Redistricting discussions continue

Attorney Cliff Adams speaks to
the school board members and
county commissioners about re-
districting.

County commissioners pore over maps of proposed changes to district lines. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

The Annual 
Sweets-N-the-

Streets festival and
Christmas parade
in Jasper is set for
Saturday, Dec. 14. 
Sweets-N-the-Streets begins at 12 noon at

Jasper City Park and the Christmas parade starts
at 6 p.m.

Panther Success
program to be
reinstated

“For those of
you who have
followed the
budget for this
district, that is a
major hit and it
would be going
towards
students who
are not even
from this
district, or they
may be from this
district, but
housed in a
juvenile justice
facility. We are
very concerned
about that.”
- School Supt. Thomas
Moffses

WSVFD granted 6 month 
ISO compliance extension

United Way Suwannee Valley reaching their goal

HamCo school board reorganizes Crime rate up
slightly in county

Recruitment remains top concern

Shands Live Oak Regional Medical Center donates $8,621 to United Way Suwannee Valley. 
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

FDOT focusing
on rural counties
Economic development top priority

Jordan Green and Greg Evans
from the Florida Department of
Transportation push economic de-
velopment. 
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

The Hamilton County Fire Council discusses fire department issues. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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districting is necessary.
“At the last joint meet-

ing, there were some
questions that came up
about why we were con-
sidering this redistrict-
ing,” Adams began.
“The Florida Constitu-
tion, Article 8, Section 1,
requires that after each
decennial (10 year) cen-
sus, the Board of County
Commissioners shall di-
vide the county into dis-
tricts of contiguous terri-
tory as nearly equal in
population as practical.”
Adams said it is also

reflected in other Florida
statutes for both the
county commission and
the school board to ad-
just district lines so that
there is an equal popula-
tion in each.
The basis of the ruling

goes back to the “one
man (one person)-one
vote”, he explained.
“Back in the 50s and

60s, in Florida, every
county had its own sena-
tor,” he said. “That re-
sulted in areas with less
population having an in-
ordinate amount of con-
trol. We liked it, but the
rest of the people didn’t,
so there were lawsuits
that came about.”
Baker versus Carr, a

landmark Supreme
Court case in 1962, up-
held the “one person-
one vote” principle for
state governance,
Adams continued. It
was based on the equal
protection clause of the
United States Constitu-
tion. Other lawsuits
have been filed since
that time.
“It’s your duty as both

commissioners and
school board members
to set your districts so
that everybody’s vote
counts equal,” said
Adams. “In 1985, there
was a lawsuit brought
by the NAACP and
some individuals alleg-
ing that there had been a
pattern of racial discrim-
ination in Hamilton
County that was depriv-
ing blacks of representa-
tion.”
The case was settled in

1985, Adams said, and
resulted in District 3 be-
ing created, which has a

63-64 percent majority
black population. The
purpose was to make
certain everyone was be-
ing represented.
Dr. Robert Pennock,

director of Applied De-
mographics at Florida
State University, was
hired by the county to
look at current district
lines and demographics
and give his professional
opinion to the two
boards as to what
changes needed to be
made.
“We’re not just a little

bit out of balance,”
Adams said. “We’re way
out of balance on our
districts. A vote of a per-
son in the Jennings dis-
trict as opposed to a vote
in the downtown Jasper
district would have less
than one-third of the
weight. The populations
are way out of balance.”
Adams said, evident-

ly, the county has grown
more north and west in
terms of population. In
terms of voters, there are
about 1,300 in Commis-
sioner Brown’s District 3
and over 5,000 in Com-
missioner Burnam’s Dis-
trict 1.
The issue of prison

population in District 2,
Adams added, has been
taken off the table be-
cause everyone knows
the inmates can’t vote
and that other counties
don’t include them, ei-
ther.
“We have a duty to the

Constitution, the laws of
Florida, the Constitution
of the United States, the
Voting Rights Act ... a
number of things,”
Adams said. “We have a
duty to get this thing
straightened out and get
it done right. It has to be
done in odd numbered
years, both for the
school board and for the
county, and we do have
time to do it practically.”
Adams stressed that

Pennock’s findings and
suggestions are objective
and he has no interest in
the matter.
“He’s an expert in

this,” said Adams.
Pennock’s first at-

tempt was a starting
point where he simply
moved district lines
around, Adams ex-

plained. Then the coun-
ty looked at the map,
made criticisms and re-
fined it. Protecting in-
cumbency was a priori-
ty, he said, in order not
to separate elected offi-
cials from the con-
stituents who elected
them.
Adams said another

matter that was previ-
ously addressed was
preserving a minority,
predominantly black
district. Pennock, he
said, has done that with
his three proposed redis-
tricting maps.
Attorneys from both

sides have reviewed the
three maps and Adams
said they are all satisfied
that legal requirements
will be met using any
one of them.
Pennock explained the

three maps and provid-
ed facts and figures to
justify the newly pro-
posed district lines on an
overhead screen, as all
board members watched
and listened. In all three
options, Pennock said,
the numbers work out.
“The real question

here is will the boundary
lines make sense?” Pen-
nock asked.
Several of the board

members had questions
and needed clarification
from Pennock on exactly
where the boundaries
were for their district, as
well as what the minori-
ty population would be.
Commissioner Oxen-

dine said to Pennock,
“We’re talking about
having to do this in an
odd year. What would
be the timeframe? This is
really apparent that this
is going to take some
time for me to study and
evaluate to make a deci-
sion.”
“It would have to be

adopted before Dec. 31,
and it can be done by
resolution,” Adams in-
terjected. “No public
hearings are required.
You can certainly have
them if you wanted to.
There is a requirement
for publication for two
consecutive weeks after
it’s adopted, but that
could be done in Janu-
ary.”
Smith said, “I’d have a

hard time supporting

anything without a pub-
lic hearing. It just seems
too sneaky if you do it
without public hear-
ings.”
Oxendine said,”This is

a pretty drastic change
to not have a public
hearing. I would certain-
ly want public input.”
Oxendine also said he

didn’t think there was
enough time to get it
done by this year’s
deadline. School board
member Bullard said
work should have been
started on the project in
early spring.
“I think it’s unfair to

both governing bodies,”
said Bullard. 
Oxendine said he

wanted to go out and
meet with the people in
his district and he didn’t
think he could make a
decision in six weeks.
He said some of the peo-
ple who voted for him
would feel abandoned if
they were taken out of
his district.
“All I’m trying to do is

shift these lines to meet
the requirements of the
law, as I understand it,”
Pennock said. “It’s to
make the populations as
equal as practicable and
also to address the mi-
nority percentage in Dis-
trict 3. Those are my
chief, overwhelming pri-
orities here. I’m certainly
open to suggestions on
other ways to move
these lines. There may
be a point at which we
don’t have a lot of op-
tions, because we were
so out of balance it’s go-
ing to take some drastic
changes to get back into
balance.”
The last time new dis-

trict lines were drawn
was 1985. 
Everyone seemed in

agreement that they
wouldn’t feel comfort-
able making any
changes without having
a public hearing.
Pennock explained

that waiting until 2015 to
make changes to district
lines won’t change much
of the criteria that he
used in his three propos-
als, because he would
still be using the 2010
census figures and dis-
trict lines would still
have to be shifted dra-

matically because of the
imbalance. He also said
if there are any elections
coming up in 2014, the
voting would be held
with the unbalanced dis-
tricts.
“I would think some

people would be upset
about that,” said Pen-
nock.
According to the Su-

pervisor of Elections Of-
fice, Josh Smith and
Randy Ogburn are up
for reelection next year
for county commission-
er, and school board
members up for reelec-
tion are Damon Deas,
Johnny Bullard and
Sammy McCoy.
Several were con-

cerned that the pro-
posed new district lines
didn’t take into account
the number of registered

voters it would affect.
Adams and Pennock
both said the determina-
tions are made by popu-
lation and not registered
voters.
Bullard asked Adams

why district lines hadn’t
been analyzed and/or
changed since 1985 and
Adams said the county
wasn’t aware there were
any problems with the
existing district lines,
and that everyone was
very surprised to find
out how out of balance
the county was.
They were all in agree-

ment that more joint
meetings were necessary
to continue discussions,
however, it is uncertain
whether both boards
will reach a decision by
the end of the year.

Redistricting discussions continue
Continued From Page 1A

pect to be fully opera-
tional no later than mid-
March for 40 individu-
als.”
Moffses said if it goes

forward, the school dis-
trict is required to sup-
ply services for the facil-
ity, which includes In-
ternet connectivity, tech-
nology needs and teach-
ers. He said they’re look-

ing at the possibility of
four teaching positions
and some clerical help,
as well as providing spe-
cial services and coun-
seling.
“This is coming in at a

different time for stu-
dent count,” he said.
“This is not in a funding
period or cycle. There
are Title I dollars that are
available, but it would
be over 18 months be-

fore we would gain any
of those dollars.”
The spring count for

FTE wouldn’t factor in
until August/Septem-
ber, Moffses explained,
and they would only be
adjustments. He said the
district is working with
the Department of Edu-
cation to determine
when they will get fund-
ing for the program and
how much money they

will have to spend out of
pocket to fund it before
state money kicks in.
The financial impact to
the district, Moffses said,
will be about $220,000.
“For those of you who

have followed the bud-
get for this district, that
is a major hit and it
would be going towards
students who are not
even from this district,
or they may be from this

district, but housed in a
juvenile justice facility,”
Moffses explained. “We
are very concerned
about that.”
Moffses said he hopes

to have more informa-
tion at the December
meeting of the school
board, and that he has
reached out to Tallahas-
see for assistance and is
encouraged.
“We want to help the

DJJ,” said Moffses. “We
would like for them to
have a successful pro-
gram, however, we
don’t want it to nega-
tively impact our stu-
dent population.”
Moffses said he has

asked to have the imple-
mentation of the pro-
gram held off until next
school year.

Panther Success program to be reinstated
Continued From Page 1A

was elected to serve as
vice-chair.
The board also ap-

proved their schedule of
meetings and work-
shops for the new year.
Additionally, Daniels
was approved to serve
as Florida School Boards
Association (FSBA) Leg-
islative Committee liai-

son with Johnny Bullard
serving as alternate.
Bullard was also select-
ed to serve as Small
School District Council
Consortium (SSDCC)
Board of Directors liai-
son.
Lastly, Sammy McCoy

was selected to serve as
representative for the
Hamilton County Land
Use Planning Board.

HamCo school
board reorganizes
Continued From Page 1A

214 violent crimes were
reported between Janu-
ary and June, 2013.
There was one murder,
two forcible rapes, three
robberies, 27 aggravated
assaults, 85 burglaries,
80 larcenies and 16 mo-
tor vehicle thefts, with a
clearance rate of 36 per-
cent.
A further breakdown

of the crimes by depart-
ment are:
HCSO: One murder,

two forcible rapes, one
robbery, 19 aggravated
assaults, 60 burglaries,
59 larcnies and 12 motor
vehicle thefts.
JAPD: One robbery,

six aggravated assaults,
16 burglaries, 11 larce-
nies and two motor ve-
hicle thefts.
JNPD: One aggravat-

ed assault, four burglar-
ies and seven larcenies.
WSPD: One robbery,

one aggravated assault,
five burglaries, three lar-
cenies and two motor

vehicle thefts.
“We always prefer the

crime rate go down, but
in this case it did go up,”
said Hamilton County
Sheriff Harrell Reid. “It
fluctuates on one or two
charges and the wrong
category can influence
it.”
The state of Florida

has improved upon its
record from last year.
For the first six months
of 2012, 359,051 crimes
were committed.
Records show that for
the same time period
this year, crime has gone
down by 5.2 percent,
with a total of 340,392
crimes committed.
To view the entire re-

port, visit
http://www.fdle.state.f
l.us/Content/FSAC/M
enu/UCR-Home.aspx
Around the region the

figures vary:
Suwannee: -1.5
Madison: -13.8
Columbia: 2.1
Lafayette: -52.8

Crime rate up
slightly in county
Continued From Page 1A

Oak Woodlands Property
Owners Association, Inc. willhold its Annual Meeting onSaturday, Dec. 14. Come formorning refreshments at 10 a.m.,followed by the Annual Meeting at11 a.m., at the pool. If weather isbad, we will meet at the BelvilleChurch at Hwy 152 and 34th Blvd.All members are welcome.
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 To Register or For Additional 
 Information Call

 Suwannee-Hamilton 
 Technical Center

 386-647-4200

 The Suwannee-Hamilton 
 Technical Center’s Community 

 Education Program Now offering  
 Gun Safety/Concealed Weapons 

 Training

 Saturday, December 14, 2013
 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

 Training will include, but is not limited to handgun safety, explanation of kinds of pistols, 
 explaining sight picture and using handgun sights, types of ammunition, styles of holsters 
 and shooting fundamentals. Upon Completion of the course, the student will be able to 
 demonstrate proficient use of their weapon on the firing range. Each participant will 
 receive a Certificate of Completion along with the Florida Concealed Weapon Permit 
 Packet. Another important aspect of the class is it will provide training regarding Florida 
 Laws, the use of force, and review the Florida Concealed License Information. Each 
 participant should bring a bag lunch. Refrigeration is available. 

 Enrollment is limited to the first 10 people who register at Suwannee-Hamilton Technical 
 Center by 12/11/13. Cost is $75.00 per person and participants must be 18 years of age 
 or older. 

 Location:  Suwannee County Sheriffs Office-Criminal Division- 1902 Duval St. Live Oak, FL
 Instructor: Lt. Wayne Musgrove, Jr. with the Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office

 Each participant will be required to provide: 
 Handgun
 At least 50 rounds of ammunition
 Eye protection (sunglasses will do)
 Transportation to the firing range

 838050

 “16 & 17 year old students can join the class if 
 accompanied by a  parent.  However, they cannot 

 apply for a concealed weapon permit until age 18.”  The public is invited and we encourage all interested persons 
 to attend.

 For more information contact Sabal Trail toll free at
  (888) 596-7732 or visit our website at www.sabaltrail.com.

 840090

 December 3rd, 2013 (5:00-7:30pm)

 Suwannee County Agricultural Complex

 Coliseum

 1302 11th St. SW

 Live Oak, FL 32064

 December 4th, 2013 (5:00-7:30pm)

 Branford High  School

 Cafeteria

 405 S. Reynolds Street

 Branford, FL 32208

sion, which will give
them time to correct ISO
deficiencies that were
cited in a recent inspec-
tion.
Land explained that he

is in the final stages of a
policy change regarding
automatic aid, which
will help White Springs
overcome one of the de-
ficiencies. Land said,
however, he still isn’t 100
percent certain that the
automatic aid policy
change is going to fix the
problem because there
can only be a five mile
radius between fire sta-
tions for the automatic
aid to satisfy ISO re-
quirements.
After much discussion,

it was determined that
the only station that
could benefit from auto-
matic aid would be
White Springs with the

Genoa station possibly
within the required dis-
tance.
“It will not benefit

anyone else,” said Land.
“All of us out there are

all independents,” said
DeRocco. “We cannot
depend on mutual aid. It
does not count as far as
the ISO.”
Goodin pointed out

that the immediate focus
at this point in time is
getting White Springs in
compliance.
“It’s a stopgap for

right now,” Goodin said.
“We understand that.”
Land explained that

automatic aid and auto-
matic dispatch are two
entirely different things,
and that each municipal-
ity has to have a separate
agreement with each of
the other municipalities
and/or the county for
mutual aid. Again, as-
suming Genoa is close

enough, it may only
reach so far and only
cover certain parts of the
town of White Springs,
Land added.
Green stated the long

term fix is to train fire-
fighters in White Springs
in order to satisfy ISO re-
quirements for person-
nel, which is a minimum
of four certified firefight-
ers per station.
Green said he has four

volunteers in White
Springs who have signed
up, but only one has
committed to going to
fire school. Training for
that individual began
Nov. 18. To become a
certified firefighter, 206
hours of training are re-
quired.
“So, I’m still needing

to recruit more individu-
als,” said Green. “I have
one certified firefighter
right now. I have a first
responder who is not a

certified firefighter and
doesn’t want to go to
school.”
As a comparison, and

not including support
personnel, Jennings has
one certified firefighter
and two in training.
Crossroads has eight cer-
tified. Belleville has one
certified and one who is
willing to do an online
course. Genoa has one
certified with five who
have registered for train-
ing, and Jasper has 14
certified firefighters. 
As for the enclosure of

the White Springs Fire
Department structure,
which was the third ISO
deficiency, Green said
drawings have been sub-
mitted to John Auer at
the building department
and materials have been
priced.
“As soon as John gives

us the okay, then we’re
going to have materials

brought on site and
we’re scheduling with
the Department of Cor-
rections for installation,”
Green said.
Trinder explained that

the Florida Fire Chief’s
Association, through the
SAFER (Staffing for Ade-
quate Fire and Emer-
gency Response) grant,
has changed a bit. 
“What we are doing is

we have a program set
aside where you can get
up to $2,500 to do re-
cruitment of volunteers,”
said Trinder.
Quite a bit of time was

spent discussing ways to
recruit volunteer fire-
fighters. Recruitment
and retention of volun-
teer firefighters is a na-
tionwide problem, not
specific to Hamilton
County. In order to pro-
vide quality fire protec-
tion, recruitment efforts
for volunteer firefighters

needs to be beefed up,
otherwise the conse-
quences will be drastical-
ly increased taxes in or-
der to subsidize a career
fire department.
DeRocco, when asked

what would motivate
someone to become a
volunteer firefighter,
said, “They see a need in
the community and it’s a
service they want to be a
part of.”
Land explained that a

certified volunteer fire-
fighter has the option to
go farther and become a
career firefighter...one
who gets paid to do the
job, after undergoing ad-
ditional training. He also
said most of the people
sitting in the room start-
ed out as volunteer fire-
fighters.
The next meeting of

the Fire Council is tenta-
tively set for Dec. 16, but
is subject to change.

WSVFD granted 6 month ISO compliance extension
Continued From Page 1A

which covers 18 North-
east Florida counties that
encompasses a popula-
tion of about 2 million.
“I have 750 employees

and we operate out of 10
facilities across the dis-
trict,” Evans added.
“District headquarters is
in Lake City, so we’re
neighbors with you. It’s
the largest FDOT district
in Florida. We’re not
highest in population,
but geographically we
cover the largest area.”
FDOT District 2 main-

tains and improves
about 8,200 miles of
highway and 1,206
bridges.
“Six of those bridges

are removable, which are
over on the coastal area,
so we have a great im-
pact on what we do in
District 2,” said Evans.
“During Governor
Scott’s term in office, and
other state elected offi-
cials, we’ve been
stressed to continue be-
ing an economic devel-
opment agency for the
state. We are working
hard today to relay this
message and carry out
this mission.”
Evans said he and his

team will be visiting the
other rural counties in
the district for some one-
on-one face time.
“A lot of our urban-

ized areas seem to get a
lot of our attention, and
they do because of the
population concentra-
tion they have,” said
Evans.

There are over 80 ac-
tive FDOT construction
contracts being managed
right now in District 2
for a total cost of over
$900 million.
“These tax dollars are

going toward support-
ing thousands of jobs in
the construction and
consulting industry,”
Evans said. “We are
striving to build the most
efficient transportation
system possible.”
Green said the five-

year work program pub-
lic hearing cycle will be-
gin Thursday, Dec. 5,
from 2-6 p.m. at their
district office in Lake
City. County officials, as
well as the general pub-
lic are welcome to at-
tend.
Some miscellaneous

projects that are sched-
uled include a “Welcome
to Florida” structure
near the I-75 welcome
center at the
Florida/Georgia line, in
an effort to boost eco-
nomic development.
“Various elements

around the state of Flori-
da are incorporated into
that design, so that’s
something we’re really
excited about,” said
Green.
The first sign, which

will be over 30 feet high,
will be erected on I-75 at
the entrance to the state
and two others are
planned for I-10 and I-95.
Evans said FDOT got

tired of hearing “every-
thing is bigger and better
in Texas”, which is why
they decided on the new

signs. Florida is current-
ly ranked the fourth
largest state in the coun-
try population-wise, be-
hind Texas, California
and New York, he
added.
“We’ll surpass New

York in about four years
and be the third largest,”
said Evans.
Evans said there are 90

million visitors a year to
the state of Florida and
the majority of them
come down utilizing I-75
and I-95, as well as merg-
ing onto I-10. Many
come to Florida looking
for employment or fu-
ture homes, or simply to
visit entertainment
venues.
“We want to encour-

age those people that we
are open for business,”
Evans said. “This is a
great place to come to be
a working, productive
citizen and a taxpayer to
generate some addition-
al revenues.”
The new signs, Evans

said, are going to be a
tremendous monument
that will brand Florida
and all it offers. A scaled
down exact replica mod-
el of the sign will be po-
sitioned at the welcome
center on I-75 that folks
can use for photo oppor-
tunities, he added.
In addition, there are

landscaping projects
scheduled for the I-75
corridor by the welcome
center into Hamilton
County, Green said, as
well as ongoing local
county projects.

FDOT focusing on
rural counties
Continued From Page 1A

Check out our new events calendar,
nflaonline.com/events. The calendar
highlights local and area activities and

lets you peruse them and add to them,
for free. Check it out!

What’s there 2 Do in the
Suwannee Valley?



Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and  you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are
dropped , we will be
happy to  make note o f
this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is
presented  to  us by you
or the authorities.
The following abbre-

viations are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commis-
sion
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida De-

partment of Law En-
forcement
FHP - Florida High-

way Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task
Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration

and Custom Enforce-
ment
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Po-

lice Department
OALE - Office of

Agricultural Law En-
forcement
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White

Springs Police Depart-
ment

Nov. 18, Dareama De-
nis Walls, 9/13/72,
11969 SW CR 249, SR6,
Jasper, Fla., out of coun-
ty warrant, Suwannee
County: P&P - J. Bristol
Nov. 18, Douglas M

Parr, 11/18/71, 214 SW
Central Ave., Jasper,
Fla., resisting w/o vio-
lence, HCSO - Brown-
field
Nov. 19, Demetrice

Mario Hawkins,
11/22/75, 1508 Plum
St., Jennings, Fla., carry
concealed weapon:
HCSO - Blanton
Nov. 19, Laney

George Reynolds,
7/10/1966, 3592 NW
109th Ave., Jasper, Fla.,
trespass after warning:
JAPD - McGauley
Nov. 20, Freddy Adri-

an Zapata, 1/3/1992,
113 Royal Park Drive,
Apt. 2C, Oakland Park,
Fla., poss. of less than 20
grams marijuana, pos-
session of parapherna-
lia: DTF - Brownfield
Nov. 20, Laney

George Reynolds,
7/10/66, 3892 NW
109th Ave., Jasper, Fla.,
trespassing (2 counts),
petit theft: JAPD - Mc-
Gauley
Nov. 21, Humberto

Flores, 11/4/86, 14410
Commonwealth Ave.
N., Polk City, Fla., hold
for Polk County: OALE
- Norris, Ryan
Nov. 21, Jaime Raudel

Castillo, 3/3/84, 5009
Rollingglen Loop East,
Lakeland, Fla., out of
county warrant, poss. of
drug para.: OALE -
Ryan, Norris
Nov. 21, Amber Re-

ness Williams, 12/4/83,
2640 SW CR 36A, Madi-
son, Fla., battery domes-
tic violence: JAPD -
Rickerson
Nov. 21, Deon R.

Cherry, 9/8/87, 1215
Bee Street, Jennings,
Fla., possession of
firearm by convicted
felon, agg assault with
deadly weapon firearm:
JAPD - Rickerson
Nov. 21, Anthony

Stephen Dungway,
1/12/86, 14859 SE CR
137, Jasper, Fla., battery
(DV) two counts, child
abuse, improper exhibi-
tion of a firearm: JAPD -
McGauley
Nov. 22, Robert Lee

McClain Jr., 1/1/1983,
1486 Berry St., Jennings,
Fla., poss. of drug para.,
carrying concealed
weapon, RWOV, poss.
less than 20 grams:
HCSO - Murphy
Nov. 23, Dennis Wen-

dell Norris Jr., 9/2/78,
11943 SE 55th Trail,
Jasper, Fla., disorderly
conduct, RWOV: JAPD -
Akins
Nov. 23, Latoyya

Shamel Jefferson,
11/7/80, 509 9th Ave.,
Jasper, Fla., disorderly
intox., JAPD - Mc-
Gauley
Nov. 23, Brent Eugene

Bennett, 6/30/58, 440
Moccasin St., Buchanan,
MI., DUI, failure to dri-
ve single lane: OALE -
Stalvey
Nov. 23, Jesus Y. Al-

fonso, 10/23/70, in tran-
sit, FTA (DWLS com
veh 1st offense): HCSO -
Byrd
Nov. 24, Angela Lu-

cille Greer, 1/4/91,
10162 NW 25th Drive,
Jasper, Fla., petit theft:
JAPD - Vickers
Nov. 24,  Charles

Allen Ford III, 12/6/90,

2514 Grand Central
Parkway, Orlando, Fla.,
tampering with evi-
dence, poss. marijuana
less than 20 grams:
JNPD - J. Smith
Nov. 24, David Jer-

maine Williams,
4/26/91, 1223 N Nowell
St., Orlando, Fla., poss.
of more 20 grams, ob-
struction by disguised
person, hold for Orange
County: JNPD - Smith
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OPINION

One of the oldest notions in
the history of mankind is that
some people are to give or-
ders and others are to obey.
The powerful elite believe
that they have wisdom supe-
rior to the masses and that
they've been ordained to
forcibly impose that wisdom
on the rest of us. Their agen-
da calls for an attack on the
free market and what it im-
plies -- voluntary exchange.
Tyrants do not trust that peo-
ple acting voluntarily will do
what the tyrant thinks they
should do. Therefore, free
markets are replaced with
economic planning and regu-
lation that is nothing less
than the forcible superseding
of other people's plans by the
powerful elite.
Because Americans still re-

tain a large measure of liber-
ty, tyrants must mask their
agenda. At the university lev-
el, some professors give
tyranny an intellectual quali-
ty by preaching that negative
freedom is not enough. There
must be positive liberty or
freedoms. This idea is wide-
spread in academia, but its
most recent incarnation was a

discussion by Wake Forest
University professor
David Coates in a Huffin-
gton Post article, titled
"Negative Freedom or
Positive Freedom: Time to
Choose?" (11/13/2013)
(http://tinyurl.com/oem-
fzy6). Let's examine nega-
tive versus positive free-
dom.
Negative freedom or rights

refers to the absence of con-
straint or coercion when peo-
ple engage in peaceable, vol-
untary exchange. Some of
these negative freedoms are
enumerated in our Constitu-
tion's Bill of Rights. More
generally, at least in its stan-
dard historical usage, a right
is something that exists si-
multaneously among people.
As such, a right imposes no
obligation on another. For ex-
ample, the right to free
speech is something we all
possess. My right to free
speech imposes no obligation
upon another except that of
noninterference. Likewise,
my right to travel imposes no
obligation upon another.
Positive rights is a view

that people should have cer-

tain material things -- such as
medical care, decent housing
and food -- whether they can
pay for them or not. Seeing as
there is no Santa Claus or
tooth fairy, those "rights" do
impose obligations upon oth-
ers. If one person has a right
to something he did not earn,
of necessity it requires that
another person not have a
right to something he did
earn.
If we were to apply this bo-

gus concept of positive rights
to free speech and the right to
travel freely, my free speech
rights would impose financial
obligations on others to sup-
ply me with an auditorium,
microphone and audience.
My right to travel would bur-
den others with the obliga-
tion to purchase airplane tick-

ets and hotel accommoda-
tions for me. Most Ameri-
cans, I would imagine,
would tell me, "Williams,
yes, you have the right to
free speech and travel
rights, but I'm not obligat-
ed to pay for them!"
What the positive rights

tyrants want but won't ar-
ticulate is the power to

forcibly use one person to
serve the purposes of anoth-
er. After all, if one person
does not have the money to
purchase food, housing or
medicine and if Congress
provides the money, where
does it get the money? It
takes it from some other
American, forcibly using that
person to serve the purposes
of another. Such a practice
differs only in degree, but not
kind, from slavery.
Under natural law, we all

have certain unalienable
rights. The rights we possess
we have authority to dele-
gate. For example, we all
have a right to defend our-
selves against predators. Be-
cause we possess that right,
we can delegate it to govern-
ment, in effect saying, "We

have the right to defend our-
selves, but for a more orderly
society, we delegate to you
the authority to defend us."
By contrast, I don't possess
the right to take your earn-
ings to give to another. See-
ing as I have no such right, I
cannot delegate it.
The idea that one person

should be forcibly used to
serve the purposes of another
has served as the foundation
of mankind's ugliest and
most brutal regimes. Do we
want that for America?
Walter E. Williams is a pro-

fessor of economics at George
Mason University. To find
out more about Walter E.
Williams and read features by
other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists, visit
the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

Masking totalitarianism
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate

~~

 Old S chool C afe
 Located at the old Sheffields truck stop

 Daily Lunch and Breakfast specials
 6am - 10pm

 Friday Night
 Seafood

 Whole Catfish
 Hamburger Steak, 

 Country Ham,
 Fresh Veggies

 plus much more
 served daily

 (386) 792-1957
 8059 SR 6 West

 Jasper, FL 32052

 839746

 Bring in or mention this ad and 
 receive 10% off entire purchase.

 840956

 The City of Jasper will hold an Election for 
 City Council seats representing Districts 1 & 5

 on Tuesday, March 4, 2014
  

 Candidate interested must pick up their 
 packets in person in order to receive filing 
 instructions and information  from Jennifer 

 Hightower, City Clerk at City Hall.
 Packets will be available on Wednesday, 

 December 4, 2013.
  

 Qualifying period will end at Noon on Friday, 
 January 3, 2014.  839853
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On Tuesday, Dec. 10,
the Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict's Governing Board
will meet at 9 a.m. at
District Headquarters,
9225 CR 49, Live Oak,
FL 32060. The meeting is
to consider District busi-
ness and conduct public
hearings on regulatory,
real estate, and other
various matters. A
workshop will follow
after the Governing
Board meeting. A copy
of the agenda may be
obtained by visiting the
District’s website
a t www .m y s uw a n -
neeriver.com.
All meetings, work-

shops, and hearings are
open to the public.

SRWMD
Governing
Board
meetings



Happy Thanksgiv-
ing!!!  I hope this Thurs-
day your table is sur-
rounded by people you
love and piled high with
wonderful dishes that
you enjoy…but most of
all, I hope that you take
the time to be thankful.
In Webster’s dictionary,
the word “thankful” is
defined as “conscious of
benefit received” and
“expressive of thanks.”
Those two definitions
taken literally could be
the ingredients for our
most blessed Thanksgiv-
ing Day ever.
“Being conscious of

benefits received” too of-
ten gets left out of our
busy lives.  Daily we
rush here and there, do-
ing this and that, and
while we are quick to
complain when things
don’t go our
way…rarely do we stop
and realize the benefit of
so much that is going
right!   This even pene-
trates our closest rela-
tionships…how often
we take the love and
concern of others for
granted, but how quick
we are to point out their
faults!  As I think about
this phenomenon, it oc-
curs to me that our busy
lifestyles might just be
the catalyst for so much
of our ungratefulness.
In Psalm 46:10, the Bible
instructs us to “Be still
and know that I am
God.”    Too often watch-
ing television seems to
be the only activity we
can get still for, instead
of intentionally stopping
to recognize the benefits
we have received.
The second part of the

definition is to be “ex-
pressive of
thanks”…that means
when you are thankful,
don’t keep it to yourself!!
In 1863, in spite of the
Civil War raging in
America, President
Abraham Lincoln be-
came conscious of the
benefits afforded our
country even during this
dark time and invited
the American people to
join him in an expression
of thanks.  The following
is an excerpt of his
proclamation: 
“The year that is draw-

ing towards its close has
been filled with the
blessings of fruitful
fields and healthful
skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly
enjoyed that we are
prone to forget the
source from which they
come, others have been
added, which are of so
extraordinary a nature,
that they cannot fail to
penetrate and soften
even the heart which is
habitually insensible to

the ever watchful provi-
dence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil
war of unequaled mag-
nitude and severity,
which has sometimes
seemed to foreign States
to invite and to provoke
their aggression, peace
has been preserved with
all nations, order has
been maintained, the
laws have been respect-
ed and obeyed, and har-
mony has prevailed
everywhere except in
the theatre of military
conflict…No human
counsel hath devised nor
hath any mortal hand
worked out these great
things. They are the gra-
cious gifts of the Most

High God, who, while
dealing with us in anger
for our sins, hath never-
theless remembered
mercy. It has seemed to
me fit and proper that
they should be solemnly,
reverently and grateful-
ly acknowledged as with
one heart and one voice
by the whole American
People. I do therefore in-
vite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United
States, and also those
who are at sea and those
who are sojourning in
foreign lands, to set
apart and observe the
last Thursday of Novem-
ber next, as a day of
Thanksgiving and Praise
to our beneficent Father

who dwelleth in the
Heavens…”
A powerful message

and solemn re-
minder…our country, as
well as our personal
lives, has continued to
suffer its share of strug-
gles, but we have also
been greatly blessed.
How should we express
our gratitude?  As you
sit around the table on
Thanksgiving Day, why
not share what God has
done for you this
year…His blessings for
which you are thankful.
In the process, be sure to
share with those present
why you are thankful for
them.  I warn you this
type of behavior could

possibly be contagious!
In Psalm 96, the psalmist
sings out his praises to
God, overwhelmed by
all that God has done.
Verse seven says to “As-
cribe (meaning to give
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Nancy at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 835174

 BAPTIST

 
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Shelton Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 834981

 841502

Louise B. Staten
Sept. 25, 1924
Nov. 19, 2013

Louise B. Staten,
age 89, of
Statenville, GA.

passed away Tuesday
morning, Nov. 19, 2013
at Suwannee Valley
Nursing Center in
Jasper, Fla., following an
illness of some time.
Graveside services

were held Thursday,
Nov. 21, 2013 at Staten
Cemetery in Echols
County.
Louise was born Sept.

25, 1924 to the late Ed-
ward and Maude Belote
Beech.
She was a lifelong resi-

dent of Echols County.
Louise was a homemak-
er and helpmate to her
husband, Walter James
Staten, until his death in
1995. Also preceding her
in death was an infant
son, Walter James Staten,
Jr. She was a strong
“Southern Lady” who
was more than capable
of taking care of business
following the death of
her husband. She was ac-
tive in her community
where the family her-
itage was rich and she
was comfortable in the
role as family matriarch.
Louise was an active
member of Statenville
Baptist Church as long as
her health permitted.
Her death will most cer-
tainly leave a void in the
community.
Survivors include her

son and daughter-in-
law, Dale and Sue Staten
of Statenville, GA; one
grandson, Dee and his
wife Tenna Staten, also
of Statenville; two great
grandchildren, Anslee
and J.D. Staten.
Memorial contribu-

tions may be made to
Suwannee Valley Nurs-
ing Center, 427 N.W.
15th Ave, Jasper, Fla.
32052.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, Fla. was in
charge of arrangements.

Tracey Sutton
Nov. 19, 2013

Tracey Sutton, a
resident of
Jasper, Fla.

passed away Nov. 19,
2013 in Columbia Coun-
ty Haven Hospice.
Mrs. Tracey Sutton

leaves to cherish her
memories her husband
Mr. Jerry Sutton; her
mother: Mrs. Betty Mc-
Clain, grandmother:
Mrs. Elizabeth Kingdom,
two brothers: Willie R.
McClain and Homer
Hollaway, nieces,
nephews and many oth-
er close relatives and
friends.
Funeral services for

Mrs. Tracey Sutton will
be Saturday, Nov. 30,
2013 at 2 p.m. in the Mt.
Olive Missionary Baptist
Church in Jasper, Fla.
Viewing and family visi-
tation will be Friday,
Nov. 29, 2013 from 4 un-
til 6 p.m. in the Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist
Church in Jasper, Fla.
Burial will be in the Swift
Creek Cemetery in
White Springs, Fla.

D.M. Udell Funeral
Home is in charge of all
arrangements. Call D.M.
Udell and Sons at 386-
362-4289 or cell 386-209-
0223 Douglas M. Udell
L.F.D. and Douglas M.
Udell II L.F.D.

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43
@comcast.net

Jesus said “I am the
way, the truth, and the
life, no one comes to the
Father except through
Me” (John 14:6). William
J. Kirkpatrick penned
the words to that great
old hymn “We have
heard the joyful sound:
Jesus Saves! Jesus Saves!
Spread the tidings all
around: Jesus Saves! Je-
sus Saves! Bear the news
to every land, climb the
steeps and cross the
waves: onward tis our
Lord's command; Jesus
Saves! Jesus Saves!”
In my opinion this is

one of the great songs
ever penned. It clearly
says that the only one
who can save is Jesus.
“Jesus Saves! Jesus
Saves!” Jesus is the only

hope we have today. We
who are Christian are
the only voice that Jesus
has in this world. It is
time for us to use that
voice and proclaim “Je-
sus Saves! Jesus Saves!”
We who have heard the
joyful sound are to
spread the news to ever
land. “It (Jesus) is the
only name given under
heaven where by we
must be saved” (Acts
4:12).
There are those out

there that say Jesus is not
who He says He is. Some
say Jesus is not God, that
He was Michael, the
archangel. Some say He
is a separate god (little
“g”). He was created as a
spirit child, not born of a
virgin. Some say He was
a perfect man, not God.
He is the son of Zachari-
ah, not born of a virgin.
Some say Jesus was not

the Christ, but a man
who displayed the
Christ idea. Others say
Jesus was a man and not
the Christ. Instead, He
was a man who had
Christ consciousness.
Others say Jesus is not
the one true God. He is
not a Savior, but a spiri-
tual model and guru.
Some reject Jesus alto-
gether. Some rarely
mention the name of Je-
sus.  Philippians 2:9-11
says “Therefore God
also has highly exalted
Him and given Him the
name which is above
every name, that at the
name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of
those under the earth,
and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glo-
ry of God the Father”.

Because so many do
not recognize Jesus as
the Savior, we who do
must as the song says
'Waft it on the rolling
tide, tell the sinners far
and wide, sing above the
battle strife, by His death
and endless life.  Jesus
Saves!  Jesus Saves!”
The song goes on to

say “Give the wind a
mighty voice, let the na-
tions now rejoice, shout
salvation full and free,
highest hills and deepest
caves; this our song of
victory, Jesus Saves! Je-
sus Saves!”
All those who do not

confess Jesus as Savior
need to open God's
word and read it for it
tells who Jesus is. For ex-
ample, John 1:17 says
“Grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ”. John
6:40 says: “And this is
the will of Him who sent

Me, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes
in Him may have ever-
lasting life; and I will
raise Him up in the last
days”. We must remem-
ber that “He is the way,
the truth and the life; no
one comes to the Father
except through Me (Je-
sus)”.
Let me close by saying

as Romans 2:16 says “In
the day when God will
judge the secret of men
by Jesus Christ accord-
ing to the Gospel”. Be-
lieve in Him today!

Jesus saves – Jesus saves

Heart Matters

SEE HEART, PAGE 13A
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When the program be-
gan at 12 noon, Potash-
Corp General Manager
Terry Baker welcomed
everyone to the confer-
ence center.
“It’s always a pleasure

of ours to feature our re-
claimed land,” said Bak-
er. “It’s previously
mined land and we re-
claimed it and put our
conference center on it.”
C ommun i c a t i o n s

Committee Chair Rob
Wolfe said he was work-
ing for PotashCorp when
they were building the
conference center.
“I always wanted my

office down here, so I

could look at the lake,”
he said. “Sometimes
you’ll come out here and
see deer swimming, an
alligator or you’ll see
bass jumping.”
Guests were served a

delicious meal of barbe-
cued chicken and pork,
potato salad, coleslaw
and baked beans, as well
as a scrumptious banana
pudding and iced tea.
While dining, a video
sponsored by TD Bank,
played on an overhead
screen that showed all
the ways UWSV has
helped needy people in
the region for more than
40 years.
UWSV set an overall

lofty goal for the 2013-14

year of $600,000.
PotashCorp Public Re-

lations Manager Mike
Williams, speaking on
behalf of Hamilton
County Campaign
Chairman Gary Godwin,
who was out of the loop
for a while, said, “We
have a great campaign
going in Hamilton Coun-
ty. We’re currently con-
ducting a campaign with
county employees,
school board employees,
the city of Jasper and the
town of White Springs.”
Godwin said, “Today

we’re at 51 percent of
our goal, which is
$307,341, compared to
last year at this time, we
were at 49 percent.”

Williams said there are
currently 112 Chal-
lenger’s Club members
who have committed to
support the 2013-14 cam-
paign with a gift of $500
or more.
“Of these 112 Chal-

lengers, 21 are new
members,” said
Williams. “That’s phe-
nomenal.”
So far, $94,077 has

been contributed,
Williams said, which
puts them at 63 percent
of goal.
“We are very proud of

that,” said Williams.
Donna McRae from

Three Rivers Legal Ser-
vices and Steve Dix from
the Boy Scouts, North

Florida Council, both
agencies of UWSV, gave
brief presentations, fol-
lowed by a special pre-
sentation by Shands Live
Oak Regional Medical
Center CEO Richard
Huth and his United
Way team captain Kim
Long.
Huth said the hospital

hadn’t done a United
Way campaign for a
number of years, so he
set out to rectify it. So far,
they have contributed
$8,621 to UWSV.
Meanwhile, Potash

Corp, through employee
donations, has con-
tributed $165,484.
“It never seeks to

amaze me what they do

up here at PotashCorp,”
said emcee and past
president of UWSV Mike
McKee.
At the end of the pro-

gram it was announced
that Stan Posey won the
50/50 raffle that includ-
ed a $40 Ruby Tuesday
gift card.
To get involved with

United Way or for more
information, please call
386-752-5604 or log on to
their website at
www.unitedwsv.org.
UWSV is located at 325
NE Hernando Ave. in
Lake City and serves Co-
lumbia, Hamilton,
Lafayette and Suwannee
counties.

United Way Suwannee Valley reaching their goal
Continued From Page 1A

Representing the Boy Scouts was Steve Dix.

A large crowd turned out for the UWSV November report luncheon. Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

United Way Executive Director Rita Dopp (right) chats before the program.

PotashCorp General Manager Terry Baker. Communications Committee Chair Rob Wolfe.

Gary Godwin and Mike Williams from the Hamilton County campaign.

PotashCorp Environmental Affairs Manager
Stan Posey.

A delicious lunch was enjoyed by all.

Donna McRae from Three Rivers Legal Ser-
vices.
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C130041

2013 CHEVY CRUZE LT
1.4L ECOTEC ENGINE, 
MY LINK MP3 PLAYER 

USB PORT
REAR VISION CAMERA 

ENHANCED SAFETY 
FEATURES, POWER SEAT

MSRP     $21,090
DISC.          $3,301

2013 MALIBU LT

C130246

2.5L ECOTEC ENGINE
REAR VISION CAMERA 
POWER SEAT
17” WHEELS
REMOTE START
UNIVERSAL HOME REMOTE

MSRP     $25,485
DISC.          $4,073

2014 CHEVY EQUINOX 2014 CHEVY TRAVERSE

C140065

32 MPG 
(PER WINDOW STICKER) 
BLUE TOOTH WIRELESS

USB PORT
MSRP      $25,250
DISC.          $2,070

C140031

3.5L V6 ENGINE
R8 WAY POWER SEAT
ON-STAR W/TURN 
BY TURN NAVIGATION, 
FRONT, CENTER SIDE 
IMPACT AIRBAGS

MSRP     $32,235
DISC.          $3,150

BLACK FRIDAY 
PRICE

BLACK FRIDAY 
PRICE

BLACK FRIDAY 
PRICE

BLACK FRIDAY 
PRICE

All prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates. Vehicles may be located at either of our Quitman 
or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices good through November 23, 2013 or until vehicle is sold,  whichever comes first. Must present ad at time 

of purchase to receive all/any advertised price. Retail value of TV is $200, limit of 1 per each vehicle purchased.

ALL 2013 200 CONV. ALL 2013 CHALLENGER ALL 2013 DODGE DART

888-304-2277                                                      888-463-6831
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA                                                                                                                                4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA  

ALL 2013 RAM 1500 
RC

ALL 2013 RAM 1500 
QUAD

ALL 2013 RAM 2500 ALL 2013 RAM 3500

ALL 2013 CAB & CHASSIS

ALL 2013 GRAND CARAVAN ALL 2013 TOWN & COUNTRY ALL 2013 200 SEDAN

ALL 2013 CARGO VAN

ALL 2013 RAM 1500 
CREW

ALL 2013 300 ALL 2013 CHARGER

MILITARY APPRECIATION...
TO ALL ACTIVE  & HONORABLY 

DISCHARGED VETS!!!

0% EXAMPLE:  V130370 Journey  MSRP $21,490 - $2500 down = $18,990/60 = $316/mth.

0% EXAMPLE:  V130186 Chrysler 200  MSRP $23,845 - $1000 discount - $1000 down = $21,485/72 = $298/mth.

ALL 2013 DURANGO

ALL 2013  JOURNEY

All prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be located at either of our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships. 
 All prices good through November 16, 2013 or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.

Retail value of TV is $200, limit of 1 per each vehicle purchased.

C130045

SUNROOF
NAVIGATION
REMOTELINK
20” WHEELS

HIGH INTENSITY 
& HEADLAMPS

2013 CHEVY CAMARO LT2013 CHEVY SUBURBAN

C130226

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DOOR LT

C140060

ALL-STAR EDITION
18” ALUM WHEELS 

REAR CAMERA 
REMOTE START 

& MORE!

  2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DOOR LT  
  4X4

ALL-STAR EDITION
5.3L V8

18” ALUM WHEELS 
REAR CAMERA 
REMOTE START 

& MORE!

C140040

83
46

17

Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.  Retail value of TV is $200, limit of 1 per each vehicle purchased.

BEST PRICES OF THE YEAR 
ON SELECT CHEVY MODELS!

SHOP NOW AND SAVE THOUSANDS!!!



Holly berries are turning a bright
red. Red winged black birds cascade
across open fields and darken the
cobalt blue pre-winter sky, their crim-
son under wings catching the late falls
sunlight. Folks begin playing Christ-
mas CD's, and, among the songs we
hear, "It's beginning to look a lot like
Christmas".
It's that time of the year for gather-

ing fresh pine, holly, cedar, magnolia,
and all kinds of holiday greenery to
decorate from stem to stern. You may
even find an old sour orange limb for
making a "sugar plum or gum drop"
tree. We always had one when I was
growing up. I wish I knew someone
with a one of those bitter orange trees
now. I would love to have a limb for a
gum drop tree. An old Christmas tra-
dition.
Yes, the Yuletide Season has official-

ly begun in our part of the world and,
in the very near future, folks will be
making plans for holiday gatherings
and for "things to do with the family".
There is no shortage here in our
beloved homeland.
The city of Jasper officially lit the

park on Tuesday, Nov 26., and every-
one can enjoy the beauty of the lights
in downtown Jasper. The White
Springs Christmas Parade will be held
on Friday, Dec. 6, beginning at 5:30
p.m. Come down to White Springs
and enjoy this annual Yuletide event,
along with the lighting of the park at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park.
Over 5,000,000 lights will be

"switched on" in the park on Friday,
Dec. 6, and the entire park will be dec-
orated in holiday splendor. Come

down and enjoy browsing in the his-
toric museum, carillon tower, as well
as Cousin Thelma Boltin's Craft and
Gift Shop and the Craft Square. There
is something for everyone at Stephen
Foster. The park will be opened
through the month of December ex-
cept on Christmas Day from dusk un-
til 9 p.m. Santa Claus will be on hand
for photo opportunities, hot chocolate
and other holiday goodies will be
available and the Craft Store will be
opened.
The town of White Springs will host

its annual hot dog supper at Nelly
Bly's Kitchen following the Christmas
Parade. Bonfires will blaze in the park
for roasting marshmallows, and there
are plenty of beautiful venues for great
photo opportunities. This is free of
charge. Admission to the park on the
night of Dec. 6, is either a canned good
or a small toy (new) but, after that, the
admission fee is $3 per person.
Last year over 30,000 individuals en-

joyed the splendor of the Lights at
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park, and the event was named
one of the top 20 holiday events in the
south. If you visit the park and view
this bower of beauty "Way down upon
the Suwannee River", you will see
why.
Another wonderful upcoming holi-

day event in our area is Live Oak's
Christmas on the Square. What a mar-
velous event - the arts, the crafts, the
food, the parade. Live Oak and
Suwannee County go all out for this
event. The event starts early around 9
a.m. and vendors offer a huge variety
of wonderful items for sale, and then,
that night, around 6 p.m., Live Oak

hosts a wonderful parade; illuminated
floats, bands, a great event.
This event is held on Saturday, Dec.

7. Come enjoy Christmas on the
Square in Live Oak, you will be glad
you did. If I didn't attend this event for
any other reason, I would attend to
purchase a fruit cake from the Live
Oak Church of God. I know, I know
what some folks say about fruit cake,
but I am here to tell you this fruitcake
is, in a word, DELICIOUS, and in two
words, ABSOLUTELY DELICIOUS.
One more plug, I want to give and

that is for our Suwannee River Region-
al Library system. Our public libraries
in Live Oak, Branford, Jasper, Jen-
nings, and White Springs offer won-
derful holiday DVD's, books, maga-

zines, as well as great services for our
citizens in this area. Utilize our public
libraries. There is something on hand
at our public libraries that is sure to
make your holidays brighter.
Sleigh bells may not ring in our area,

but the Yuletide Season has begun,
and on the Suwannee's green shore,
pine and magnolia bedecks many a
door.
So make your plans for a wonderful

holiday season right here in our own
Suwannee River Valley; there's a lot
we have to offer and a lot to do.
From the Eight Mile Still on the

Woodpecker Route north of White
Springs, wishing you all a day filled
with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of
love and laughter.
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Sports

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

State Championship hopes were end-
ed Friday night as the Trenton High
School Tigers (10-1) of Gilchrist County
visited the Hamilton County High
School Trojans (5-6) and left with a 59-
32 win in the regional finals. 
First quarter
In the first quarter of the game, the

Trojans came out fighting and put the
first touchdown on the board. The extra
point attempt was no good, 6-0. 
The Tigers also managed to respond

and took the ball down for a touch
down and took the lead. The extra point
attempt was good, 7-6.
Scoring continued in the first quarter

for the Trojans, when Markevious
Davis recovered a fumble by the Tigers

and ran it in for a touchdown. Hamilton
attempted a two-point conversion, and
a pass to Bud Webb was completed, 14-
7. 
Second quarter
Although the Trojans had gained the

momentum of the game, the Tigers
came roaring back in the second quar-
ter. 
Trenton took the ball and marched it

down the field to earn the first points of
the second quarter. The extra point at-
tempt was good, 14-14.
The Trojans got the ball back and

placed it into the hands of Davis who
scored his second touchdown of the
night. The extra point attempt was no
good, 20-14. 
The Trojans then kicked off to the vis-

iting team. On the return, the receiver
was able to shrug off defenders and car-

ried the ball into the end zone for a
quick score. The extra point attempt
was good, 21-20.
Just before half-time, the Tigers

racked up another seven points on a
touchdown to take the lead, 28-20.
Third quarter
At the start of the third quarter, Tren-

ton started putting the game away by
walking the ball into the end zone for
another touchdown. The extra point at-
tempt was good, 35-20. 
Davis had his way against the Tiger

defense and ran 70 yards for a touch-
down to cut the point deficit. The extra
point attempt was no good, 35-26. 
While the Trojans were hoping for a

comeback, the Tigers kept clawing and
scored another touchdown to take a
three-score lead. The extra point at-
tempt was good, 42-26.

With one minute left in the third
quarter, the Tigers offense found their
way to the goal line and punched the
ball in for another score. The extra point
attempt was good, 49-26.
Fourth quarter
Although the game was getting out of

reach, the Trojans did not give up. In the
fourth quarter, the Trojan defense stood
strong and recovered a fumble which
led to a touchdown by Webb. The extra
point attempt was no good, 32-56.
Before the final buzzer, the Tigers put

the ball through the uprights for a suc-
cessful field goal attempt, and the final
score was 59-32. 
Tigers advance to state semifinals
The season ended Friday night for the

Trojans. The Tigers, however, will ad-
vance to the state semifinals and will
play Dixie County Friday night. 

Tigers end championship
hopes with win over Trojans

Trojan quarterback Antefernee Smith passed for 125 yards against the Tigers.

A Trojan runs the ball while surrounded by Tigers. - Photos: Ben Daniel, Jasper Studios

La’Marcus Webb breaks a Tiger defender. 

Trojan head coach Blair Armstrong gives his team a pep talk.

Trojan cheerleaders enjoyed their last home game of the season.
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By Joyce Marie Taylor

On Monday, Nov. 4, the Hamilton
County Chamber of Commerce was on
hand for the grand opening ribbon cut-
ting ceremony of Depot Mini Storage,
located at 1176 Hamilton Ave. in Jen-
nings.

Owner Lana Wisenbaker invites
everyone to come check out her new
business. For more information call
386-938-5549.

Wisenbaker wishes to extend a spe-
cial thank you to Greg Law and
Richard McCulley for the construction
work and the signs.

The Hamilton County
Sheriffs Explorer’s 2nd
Annual Toy Run is set for
Nov. 30.

Registration begins at 9
a.m. and Kick Stands will
be up at 11 a.m.

The Toy Run will start
at the old high school,
1153 US Hwy. 41 North,

Jasper. Come venture
through beautiful Hamil-
ton County and end at
Jasper City Park.

A $5 donation is re-
quested. There will be a
50/50 pot, and food and
door prizes will be given.
Bring a toy and spread the
cheer!

For more information,
contact Sergeant Emily
Lumpkin at 386-697-4308,
Sergeant Anthony
Williams at 386-234-0941,
or Jeff Harris at 386-234-
0005.

This a Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Explorers com-
munity service project.

First Federal Bank of Florida proud-
ly announces a $300 contribution to
the town of White Springs for their an-
nual Christmas parade and communi-
ty supper. The donation will be used
to help cover the expenses associated
with hosting the event. 

“We are hopeful that our contribu-
tion will inspire other businesses and
individuals to also contribute to these
important worthwhile projects,” said
Keith Leibfried, President and CEO of
First Federal. 

For over 50 years First Federal has
been committed to building vibrant
communities through the support of
education, sports, the arts and improv-
ing the quality of life for all. First Fed-
eral prides itself on being committed
to helping local communities flourish.
Founded in 1962, First Federal has 19
branches located in Amelia Island,
Bonifay, Bradenton, Chipley, Dowling
Park, Jasper, Lake City, Live Oak,
Macclenny, Marianna, Mayo, Sarasota
and Yulee, Florida. 

Submitted

Members of VFW Post 8085 in Jasper
recently set a new record for care pack-
ages packed and shipped to soldiers in
Afghanistan. Eighty boxes were filled
to the brim with items donated by
many generous people and churches
in Hamilton County. The boxes also
contained Christmas cards and draw-
ings from several classes at North
Hamilton Elementary School; teachers
were contacted   by teacher Angela
Boatwright about the opportunity to
encourage some troops.The soldiers
are members of the 101st Airborne
based at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, who
are deployed for one year.

When the Division Chaplain to
whom the boxes were sent learned
how many were on the way, he e-
mailed, "Please let your folks know of
the tremendous encouragement and
joy their volunteerism will bring to
these soldiers. What an amazing ship-
ment!" At the request of the VFW, he
will distribute the boxes individually
to those soldiers who don't receive any
mail or who need encouragement.

Several JROTC cadets assisted in
preparing the boxes for mailing as well
as packing and labeling them. "They
were a big help," commented Post
Commander Lamar Royals. They're
learning how to "Pay it forward." 

New mini storage in
Jennings open for business

The new Depot Mini Storage in Jennings is open for business. Courtesy photo:

First Federal Bank contributes toWhite Springs for annual Christmasparade, community supper 

Chrissy Cribbs, First Federal Bank of Florida Financial Specialist; Robert Farley, town of White
Springs town manager; Debbie Reid, First Federal Bank of Florida Financial Center Manager and
Shirley Heath, Town of White Springs Town Clerk. 

Care packages set a new record

VFW members' wives and
JROTC cadets surround some
of the 80 boxes packed at the
VFW on Nov. 14, for soldiers in
the 101st   Airborne Division
stationed in Afghanistan.

Hazel Royals (left) receives
donated items for care pack-
ages from Sue Allen of Burn-

ham Christian Church.
Courtesy photos

The Hamilton County SheriffsExplorer’s 2nd Annual Toy Run
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credit) to the Lord “O
families of nations…”
The best testimonies
come out of hearts full of
appreciation for what
God has done, and we
all could use a healthy
dose…because our
hearts matter!

Give Thanks!
Angie
Heart Matters is a

week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net 

Heart Matters
Continued From Page 5A

It’s a big weekend
with the huge Christmas
on the Square festival
and lighted Christmas
parade in downtown
Live Oak and The Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park’s (SOSOMP) open-
ing of the spectacular
Suwannee Lights Christ-
mas tour this week.
Added to that is
Crosstyz Band Friday
night, Dec. 6, and Tobac-
co Road Band Saturday,
Dec. 7, in the SOSMP’s
Music Hall.

Crosstyz Band has
shared the stage with
acts such as Neil McCoy,
Diamond Rio, Daryl Sin-
gletary, George Jones
and Toby Keith to name
a few. Its album, “An-
other Border to Cross”,
also has been a regional
favorite with radio air-
play of the single,
"Falling." The band
members are Toby Witt,
Robert Osteen, Gene
Raulerson, Matt, Mike
Gilland and Darryl
Valentine. Four of the
members all share ca-
reers in EMS. Robert is a
paramedic/fire fighter.
Gene is a flight nurse
and both Toby and Matt
are flight paramedics.
This band has a great
sound and energy that
makes it a favorite with
fans. Come on out, bring
your sweetie and get out
on that dance floor and
show off some moves
Friday, Dec. 6, in the
Music Hall!

Tobacco Road was
formed by CMT touring

artist Eric Durrance in
2010. The Tallahassee 4-
piece band came out of
the gate running. Pow-
ered by the songwriting
of Eric Durance , the
soulful guitar playing of
Lex Vance, the solid bass
playing of Aaron Hal-
ford and the feel good
rhythm of drummer Joe
Markham, Tobacco Rd
Band was an immediate
hit. Eric opened for Ja-
son Aldean and Lady
Antebellum on the 2008
CMT tour and co-wrote
the top 10 hit “Eight Sec-
ond Ride” recorded by
country singer Jake
Owen. “These are some
of the best musicians I
have had the privilege to
share the stage with.”
Eric says of his band
members. Tobacco Rd
has played shows with
Jake Owen and Brantley
Gilbert and countless
stages in the Big Bend
area, including the
SOSMP. This is sure to
be a great night of music
with this seasoned band
of musicians. Don’t for-
get those dancing shoes.

Suwannee Lights
opens at dark (6 p.m.)
Saturday, Dec. 7, with
more than 5 million
twinkling Christmas
lights and displays to
delight even the most
seasoned Christmas
lights lover. After the
tour there’s the Crafts
Village with Santa and
his elves, hot chocolate,
cookies, shopping, the
Puppetone Rockers
Thursday - Saturday and

the Kazoobie Show
weekends plus live mu-
sic around the campfire.
Other music activities
will be underway Tues-
day - Saturday in the
Music Hall.

If you arrive early to
attend the weekend’s
festivities, why not rent
a cabin, park your RV or
camper and spend a few
days at the beautiful
SOSMP where there‘s so
much to do. There’s
Tuesday - Friday noon
buffet from 11 a.m. - 2
p.m. with lip-smacking
menus, Wednesday
night is Ladies Night
with line dancing.
Thursday evening at 5
p.m. the Music Hall
doors for dinner and
karaoke with Ted “Ted-
dy MacElvis” McMullen
beginning at 7 p.m.
Bring your own music
CD or Ted might just
have the music you want
to use. Come join others
for dinner, dancing,
karaoke and a good
time.

Admission to the Mu-
sic Hall is free. SOS Café
and Restaurant in the
Music Hall will be open
ready to serve you deli-
cious food at regular
prices. Breakfast buffet
Saturday mornings. SOS
Café and Restaurant is
closed Sunday and Mon-
day.

If you would like to
make reservations for
RV parking, cabins,
primitive camping or
camper parking for the
weekend at the SOSMP,

call 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.co
m or go to www.musi-

cliveshere.com.
The Spirit of the

Suwannee Music Park is

located at 3076 95th Dri-
ve, Live Oak.

Crosstyz, Tobacco Road to play Dec. 6-7 at SOS Music Park
Suwannee Lights opens Dec. 7

Crosstyz Band.

Tobacco Road.

All employees, officers, and directors of The
First National Bank of Live Oak and The Hamil-
ton County Bank of Jasper and their spouses or
guests are invited to a complimentary reunion
dinner at the Rumph Dining Room in the
Phillips Center at the Advent Christian Village
in Dowling Park, Fla. on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
at 6 p.m.  Please RSVP by calling the Advent
Christian Village Guest Services at 386-658-5200
by Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013 to make dinner
reservations.   

First National Bankand HamiltonCounty Bankreunion dinner

Philippians 4:6-7
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every sit-

uation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

1Peter 5:6-7 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s

mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for
you.

“I’m flipping out, I’m wigging out, I’m going
crazy, I’m about to freak, I’m fed up, I’m at the end
of my rope, I’m having a breakdown, I’m at wit’s
end, I’m going nuts, I’m out of my head, I’m crack-
ing up, I’m going ballistic, I’m going bonkers, I’m
going haywire, I’m going to pieces, I’m going off the
deep end, I’m about to go ape, I’m about to hit the
ceiling, I’ve reached boiling point and I’m going to
explode, I’m about to fly off the handle, I’m about to
go off the deep end!”

Have you ever felt that way?  When you’re feeling
like things are out of control you should hold on to
that because they are.  Someone recently told me that
our part of the Suwannee Valley area (where I live!)
is founded over a vast and bottomless sinkhole.  Just
one shift underneath could end it all.  I don’t know
how accurate that is, but it’s a great conversation
starter!  

I do know we live on a planet that would burn up
if it moved just a bit closer to the sun and freeze sol-
id if it moved a bit farther.  I also know that is only
one of several facts illustrating our precarious exis-
tence.  I realize I gave you verses about not being
anxious followed by a list of reasons for anxiety!  The
point is there’s nothing you can do about those
things, so why worry?

The Word of God, the God who holds everything
in place and maintains our very existence, com-
mands us, “Do not be anxious about anything.”
That’s an order!  When we worry we sin.  But the se-
riousness of the sin is the position we assume by be-
ing anxious and by not casting our cares on Him
(1Peter 5:7).

The verse right before “cast your cares” says
“humble yourselves.”  In Greek the two phrases
make up one sentence which could easily be trans-
lated, “humble yourself, casting your cares on
him...”  Humbling yourself and casting your anxiety
on God are absolutely connected.  God told you to
cast Him your cares because it’s His job to carry
them.  

When you carry your cares and anxieties that He
told you to cast you’re presuming to do God’s job.
Anyone thinking they can do God’s job is being ar-
rogant.  We’re not God’s little helpers; God is our
big, big helper!  So in order to cast your cares on
God, you first have to humble yourself to the point
that you admit to yourself and to God that you’ve
been trying to do His job, that you’ve been trying to
take things upon yourself that your heart, your spir-
it, even your physical body and health were not
made to carry!

Remember God is in charge of carrying your anxi-
ety.  Then cast it on Him and live in peace!

Pastor John Whittington
Lighthouse Christian Center

www.lccmayo.com

FREEDOM IS HERE

Who’s in charge?
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AURA Music & Arts Festival at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP) in Live Oak has
added several artists to the Feb. 14-16 lineup, in-
cluding the funky stylings of New Orleans bands
The Revivalists and Earphunk, Jamtronica pioneer
Particle and Atlanta’s low-endie rock outfit
Stokeswood, who will also perform a Tribute to Hall
& Oates. From the Florida family, Jacksonville’s
Lucky Costello and Tallahassee’s Catfish Alliance
will also take the stage at SOSMP, along with two
side projects from The Heavy Pets – Fat Mannequin
and Lather Up! AURA 5 also features Lotus, Papa-
dosio, Conspirator, Zoogma, The Werks, Marco Ben-
evento, Mike Dillon Band, Kung Fu, Dopapod, The
Heavy Pets, Superhuman Happiness, Brock Butler,
Jimkata and more. Tickets available now for $135 at
www.AURAmusicfestival.com.

AURA has also unveiled details for its first-ever
VIP Experience – with two options to take the AURA
fan journey to the next level, including a heated VIP
hang-out tent in the concert area, discounted bever-
ages, a daily meet & greet with select bands and de-
licious catered meals alongside AURA staff and
artists. For details: http://bit.ly/HJVxfQ

AURA VIP Experience
$250 advanced/$275 gate and includes one VIP

ticket (Fri-Sun) with primitive camping, discounted
beverages, VIP indoor bathrooms, heated VIP hang-
out tent in concert area, VIP gift bag with AURA
2014 Poster, T-shirt, laminate & more; complemen-
tary massages, daily meet & greet with select bands
and artists.

AURA VIP Experience with Meals
$325 advanced/$350 gate & includes all of the

items above, catered meals (lunch & dinner Fri-Sun)
alongside the AURA staff and artists.

Welcoming fans to relax in style and comfort, the
minds behind leading hammock industry designers,

Eagles Nest Outfitters, will present The Lotus
Lounge, a breathtaking, silver, circular sculpture
where artists and guests can kick up their feet and
recharge throughout the weekend.

For fans who arrive early, the official AURA kicks
off Thursday, Feb. 13, at SOSMP featuring music
from The Heavy Pets, Greenhouse Lounge and The
Funky Nuggets. Tickets for Thursday only are avail-
able for $30 and include camping, music and all fees.

Stay tuned for additional details and artist an-
nouncements. To join the wait list for cabins, golf
cart rentals and RV hook-ups, please contact the
SOSMP at 386-364-1683.

AURA 5 ARTIST LINE-UP: Lotus (two nights), Pa-
padosio (two nights), Conspirator, Zoogma, The
Werks x2, The Revivalists, Particle, The Heavy Pets,
Marco Benevento, Mike Dillon Band, Kung Fu x2,
Dopapod x2, Stokeswood x2 (including A Tribute to

Hall & Oates), Superhuman Happiness, Start Mak-
ing Sense: A Tribute to The Talking Heads Ear-
phunk, COPE, Juno What?!, Twiddle, Jimkata, Brock
Butler, Lucky Costello, The Resolvers, Pigeons Play-
ing Ping Pong, Polyester Pimpstrap, Catfish Al-
liance, Fat Mannequin and Lather Up!

VIDEOS FROM AURA 4:
Papadosio “Stick Figure”: http://bit.ly/17yFOLX
Kung Fu Stevie Wonder Tribute w/ Nigel Hall

“Too High”: http://bit.ly/YVeJIS
Conspirator “Retrograde”: http://bit.ly/18BdEgq
If you would  need to make reservations for RV

parking, cabins, primitive camping or camper park-
ing for this event at the SOSMP, call the SOSMP at
386-364-1683, email spirit@musicliveshere.com or go
to www.musicliveshere.com.

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park is located
at 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak.
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 825775

 835001

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 OWNER FINANCING -  Nice  3/2 SWMH on 4 wooded acres.  REDUCED to $39,900. David  Mincey, 386-590-0157  MLS#83985 O’Brien, Fl.

 REDUCED!  COMMERCIAL  BUILDING on US Hwy 90 East in  Lee, Fl. Ready for just about anything.  1,800sq.ft. A must see. $99,900. Ric  Donovan, 386-590-1298 for an  appointment. MLS#79136

 SUPER CONVENIENT  to town, like  new built in 2008. Clean & ready for  move in!  4/2, 2,280 sq.ft., large den w/ FP, large kitchen w/walk in pantry, 6+  acres, fenced & cross fenced, paved roads,  no restrictions. $135,000., Call Glenda  McCall, 386-208-5244, MLS#84393

 BEAUTIFUL  cedar home with great  location. Convenient to schools and  shopping. Large walk-in-closet in  master bdrm, oversized windows,  screened in back porch, 32x40 shelter.  $149,500. MLS#85327  www.RealEstateShows.com/696013

 MUST SEE-  3,000+ sq.ft. Built in 1937  and the home has only had 2 owners.  Great shape. Beautiful stair case and  glassed indoor sun room. Located in the  city limits. $295,000. Call Ronnie  Poole, 386-208-3175 MLS#84457  www.RealEstateShows.com/696176 

 NEW IMPROVED PRICE:  45,000+ sq.ft. Commercial  building in Live Oak. Just  minutes from Wal-Mart and I-10  interchange. $560,000.  MLS#36340
 FOXBORO-  nice wooded 1 acre lot located in the front of Foxboro Subdivision. $19,000. Call Sherrel McCall, 38 6-688-7563  MLS#80790
 5 ACRES,  just off CR252. Would make a great homesite. Very secluded with plenty of space for your home, works hop, or garden.  $28,900. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#78679
 RIVER COMMUNITY  get away at the beautiful Withlacoochee River. 2/2. Less than 1000 feet to concrete boat ramp. $29,5 00.  David Mincey, 386-590-0157. MLS#83259 Hamilton
 NICE  little home with room for the horse. Some of the property pasture and some wooded. 3/2 DWMH & 4 ac.  $54,900. David  Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#83455
 9+ ACRES-  Pristine Tract w/565 Feet of Frontage on CR 53 in Lafayette Co. Within 5 Miles of Dowling Park, the  Suwannee River  and the Small Community of Day. $55,900. Call Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940
 REDUCED-  NICE 28+ wooded acres. Close to Live Oak. Lots of wildlife. Great for hunting or homesite. Completel y fenced.  $84,900. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276. MLS#78348
 3/2 DWMH-  1780+ sq.ft. FP, kit. designed for the cook. Above ground pool, large outbuilding complete w/living  quarters. $89,000.  Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#82409
 GREAT  Custom built home in sought after S/D. 2/2, 1,500+ sq.ft., close to live Oak, huge screened in back  porch and FP. $149,000.  Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#84918
 REDUCED-  TWO HOMES on 16+ acres w/Immaculate 3/1, looks new inside & out, 5 outbuildings, also a 1993 totally  renovated  DWMH, fenced & cross fenced, $159,500 Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#82405
 MOTIVATED SELLER!  5+ ac. edge of Live Oak, no restrictions, 3/2, 2,538 sq. ft., 16’x34’ family room, FP, everything ha s been  replaced/upgraded, custom rock waterfall/fish pond,  24’x35’ workshop/garage. $205,000. Call Glenda  McCall, 386-208-5244  MLS#84258
 110 ACRES  with approx. 70 acres of beautiful pasture with many wooded homesites. $275,000. Ronnie Poole, 386-2 08-3175  MLS#84538 Hamilton County

The 8th Annual I’ll Re-
member You Elvis Trib-
ute Artist Competition
will be held at The Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak, Jan. 24-25. Get your
reserved tickets now for
the Saturday night finals
by calling the SOSMP at
386-364-1683.

What is an Elvis Trib-
ute Artist? It’s a talented,
dedicated singer who
dedicates their musical
careers to portraying
Elvis with great respect,
always adhering to
Elvis’ costume styles,
personality, on stage ac-
tions and grace that
brought him millions of
fans and led to Elvis be-
ing named the King of
Rock N Roll.

This event, hosted by

one of America’s great-
est Elvis Tribute Artists,
Ted “Teddy MacElvis”
McMullen, is the prelim-
inary to Doc Franklin’s
original Images of the
King competition in
Memphis in August
2014. The winner of the
SOSMP contest will
compete in that Mem-
phis world contest. Ted
“Teddy MacElvis” Mc-
Mullen will be the emcee
for the weekend.

Competition will be
held in the SOSMP’s
Music Hall where the
stage will be set Las Ve-
gas Style with special ef-
fects. All contestants will
perform in true to style
Elvis costumes and ac-
cepting roses from their
fans during competition,
just like Elvis did during

his shows. Ladies,
there’s always a long
line, so plan to be pa-
tient.

Elvis Tribute Artists
from teenagers to much
older will come from
around the US to com-
pete in this event that
has grown to become
one of the favorite
events at the SOSMP. Do
not wait to make reser-
vations if you want to
assure yourself of a table
and special seating.

Elvis Tribute Artists
may enter the contest
now by contacting Mar-
cie at marcig@embarq-
mail.com, $50 entry fee
for adults, no charge for
children who compete in
Youth category. Contes-
tants will receive one
ticket for a friend.

DATES
Thurs. Jan. 23, 2014 -

Regular karaoke with
Ted and audience in the
Music Hall at 7
p.m./free admission

Fri. Jan. 24, 2014 -
Karaoke Party at 7 p.m
in the Music Hall with
Elvis contestants per-
forming for the audience
- Admission $10 (adults
or children)/pay at
door. All food and
drinks extra.

Sat. Jan. 25, 2014 -
Competition begins at 1
p.m. in the Music Hall
(contestants must there
at 11 a.m. for sound
check and lineup). There
will be a competition
break in the late after-
noon with final competi-
tion beginning at 6 p.m.

ADMISSION

General admission -
$25 (Adults or children)
all day. Tickets may be
purchased at the door or
by calling the SOSMP at
386-364-1683. Think
Christmas gifts.

Reserved seating - $40
for adults or children/all
food and drinks extra.
Reserved seating must
be purchased before 10
a.m. Jan. 25, 2014 by call-
ing the SOSMP at 386-
364-1683! If you are with
a group, please purchase
all tickets at the same
time if you want to be
seated together. All food
and drinks extra. For
more information about
the show or reserved
seating, contact Marcie
at 904-966-2972.

SOS Café and Restau-
rant in the Music Hall

will be open and ready
to serve you delicious
food during this event
and the full-service bar
will be open. Doors to
the Music Hall open at 5
p.m. Thursday and Fri-
day for dinner, music
begins at 7 p.m. Open all
day Saturday including
a breakfast buffet.

If you would like to
make reservations for
RV parking, cabins,
primitive camping or
camper parking for the
weekend at the SOSMP,
call 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.co
m or go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com.

The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park is
located at 3076 95th Dri-
ve, Live Oak.

AURA Music & Arts Festival adds the Revivalists, Particle,
Stokeswood, Earphunk, VIP Program and more

5th Annual festival set for Feb. 14-16, 2014 at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

Ted McMullen’s I’ll Remember You Elvis
competition set for Jan. 24-25 at SOS Music Park 

It’s one of the most popular events held at the SOSMP so make 

reservations now for you and or your group.



The holiday season, with excited
children, rushing parents, holiday dec-
orations, and holiday parties, can un-
fortunately create potential for acci-
dental poisonings. 

The health professionals at the Flori-
da/USVI Poison Information Center -
Jacksonville would like to remind
everyone of the potential poisoning
hazards that could threaten your holi-
day cheer. Bacterial food poisoning
from mishandled food at parties can
result in diarrhea, stomach pain and
vomiting.  These symptoms usually go
away in 12 to 24 hours; however, se-
vere and persistent symptoms, espe-
cially when accompanied by fever, can
signal that medical attention is need-
ed. 

Holiday decorations at this time of
year often find their way into a young
child’s or pet’s mouth. Likewise, alco-
holic beverages left unattended at fam-
ily parties have been known to change
holiday cheer into a significant cause
for concern. The Poison Center can be
reached at 1-800-222-1222, 24 hours a
day, to immediately help with any of
these concerns or to answer questions
about these holiday hazards.

The following tips can help you to
ensure a safer holiday season.   Don’t
forget to remind your sleepover holi-
day guests to keep their medications
up, out of reach and out of sight of
young children!  
FOOD

Do not thaw food at room tempera-
ture; this allows for bacterial growth.
Thaw frozen food unwrapped in the
refrigerator.

Wash work areas, utensils and
hands after contact with uncooked
meat.   

Cook food carefully as to prevent
salmonella. Salmonella is a common
and widespread cause of food poison-
ing and is typically found in raw
meats, poultry, eggs, milk, fish and

their byproducts. Salmonella can only
be destroyed by cooking food thor-
oughly to temperatures above 140 de-
grees.

Refrigerate leftovers separately after
the meal; room temperature is not suf-
ficient.  Use leftover turkey, stuffing
and gravy within three days of cook-
ing.
DECORATIONS

Although they are not fatal (as folk-
lore depicts), poinsettias if consumed,

can cause some stomach pain and even
vomiting. Keep small children and
pets away from poinsettias to keep the
plant pretty and the kids and pets
comfortable.

Antique ornaments might have hid-
den hazards. Be aware that some older
ornaments may be decorated with
harmful lead paints or contain poiso-
nous liquids. Bubble lights may con-
tain methylene chloride which is toxic
if the liquid is swallowed. 

The use of artificial snow can cause
respiratory problems if not used in a
well-ventilated area.

Angel hair, made of spun glass, is ir-
ritating to the eyes and skin. Be mind-
ful of icicles or tinsel; both can be a
choking hazard if put in the mouth.

Lamp oils can be toxic if contents are
swallowed and coughed/vomited into
the lungs.

Artificial tree scents often contain al-
cohol and other irritants, and can be
dangerous if swallowed or sprayed
into the eyes. Tree preservatives,
which may have dangerous levels of
electrolytes and chemicals, should be
kept away from children and pets.
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 The holiday season is a prime time for 
 entertaining and eating many rich foods. 
 Oftentimes, people find their dieting and healthy 
 eating plans fall by the wayside when 
 Thanksgiving arrives and indulgence continues 
 through New Year’s Day celebrations. Those 
 who find that they have trouble pushing 
 themselves away from the dinner table may want 
 to try a modified version of a food-thickening 
 agent that can reduce hunger pangs and help 
 individuals feel fuller after eating less.

 In August of 2012, a German research team 
 presented their findings about an ingredient 
 called SATISFIT-LTG at the 244th National 
 Meeting and Exposition of the American 
 Chemical Society. The product is a variation on 
 methyl cellulose, which helps to thicken foods. 
 SATISFIT-LTG is a white powder that dissolves 
 in cold water and forms a thick solution. The 
 solution gels up when heated, and using it in 
 food may give eaters the impression that they 
 consumed plenty of food and that their stomachs 
 are full, helping to reduce the tendency for 
 overeating.

 “With that sense of fullness and hunger-

 satisfaction, they would not crave more food,” 
 says Dr. Carsten Huettermann of Dow Wolff 
 Cellulosics in Germany, the team responsible for 
 developing the ingredient.

 In fact, Dr. Huettermann said that, in his first 
 study, he witnessed fewer calories being 
 consumed after participants ate the new 
 SATISFIT-LTG product. The research team 
 allowed volunteers to eat as much as they wanted 
 in the study. Those who had the anti-hunger 
 ingredient in their food consumed 13 percent less 
 calories than those who did not.

 Methyl cellulose in its regular form is a 
 texturizer and emulsifier in food products. It has 
 been used safely for more than 50 years, 
 primarily in baked goods and ready-made meals. 
 It also has been used as a treatment for 
 constipation. Like cellulose, it is not digestible or 
 toxic and it is not an allergen. Methyl cellulose 
 normally passes quickly through the stomach and 
 digestive tract. However with SATISFIT-LTG, 
 the unique formulation enables the emulsifier to 
 form a thick gel at body temperature. Therefore it 
 lingers longer in the stomach before passing into 
 the intestines, creating a feeling of fullness.

 SATISFIT-LTG has preliminary approval by 
 the U.K. Food Standards Agency, though it has 
 yet to be approved by the Food and Drug 
 Administration in the United States. However, it 
 may be promising as a dietary agent in the years 
 to come.

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 78392
6˙

 POSSIBLE NEW WAY TO AVOID OVEREATING

 806506

 A new satiety ingredient could help 
 individuals avoid overeating during the 
 holidays and year-round. 

 URGENT  CARE MEDICAL DOCTORS OFFICE

 Dr. Brij Rana, M.D., Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
 Cassidy Chirino and Dr. Anjana Rana, MD.

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am- 2 pm
  Mon.-Fri.
 8 am-5 pm

 Live Oak Office
 386-208-1200
 609 SW 5th St.
 (Behind Auto Zone)

 Jasper Office
 386-792-2985
 413 SW 5th Ave.

 Two Locations
 To Serve You

 Open 7 Days
 a Week

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am - 2pm

 Walk-ins
 And

 Same Day
 Appointments
 Available

 Efficient, Affordable, Alternative to ER Visits
 Medicare, BCBS, Self-Pay and Most Insurance Accepted 

 83
77

56

The Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District (District) invites high
schools within its 15-county District
boundary to join our efforts in protect-
ing water resources by implementing
water conservation, water quality im-
provement, or efficient irrigation man-
agement projects. The District Govern-
ing Board is designating $20,000 to as-
sist STEM (Science Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics), agricultur-
al, and other high school classes to
fund the projects.

The program is currently open to
high schools only, and interested
schools may apply for funding consid-
eration, not to exceed $2,000, for the
following type projects:

· Retrofitting irrigation systems to
drip irrigation or to micro-irrigation

·  Incorporating fertigation into irri-
gation systems

· Building a rain garden, which uti-
lizes stormwater for irrigation

·  Other water quality or quantity
projects

“The District is pleased to support
high school students in their efforts to
implement projects that save water
and improve water quality. An added
benefit of the program is that it pro-

vides students with hands-on educa-
tional experiences involving the pro-
tection and restoration of our water re-
sources,” said District Executive Direc-
tor Ann Shortelle.

While there is no formal application
to complete, interested parties may

submit project proposals and descrip-
tions of their projects to Kevin Wright
at klw@srwmd.org.The deadline to
submit proposals is Friday, Dec. 6.

For more information, please call
386.362.1001 or 800.226.1066 (FL only).

Don’t let holiday hazards ruin your celebration
Poison proofing your home for the holidays

SRWMD invites high schools to implement
water quality and quantity projects

Register now online at www.ac-
tive.com or sign up at Big Wheel
Marketplace 217 Howard St., Live
Oak, by Nov. 20, to guarantee your
T-shirt.

Race day registration will be held
from 7:15 – 7:45 a.m. at Coach
Becky Skipper/Family Fitness Out-
reach Center. 

Race will begin at registration
site, 302 Pine Ave. SW, Live Oak

and will finish at Veterans Memor-
ial Park, 211 Howard St., Live Oak. 

Be a sponsor and have your name
or business on the T-shirt.

Contact Barney by Nov. 20, at
386-364-1006. Show your support.

Prizes will be awarded to the fol-
lowing: Top overall: Male and Fe-
male, 1st and 2nd Male and Female
in each age group 13U; 14-19; 20-29;
30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60+.

Turkey Day 5K
To benefit Save the Cats

of Live Oak
Thursday, Nov. 28, 8 a.m.
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 1) MINUTES – APPROVE: 

          A) November 19, 2013 – Regular Meeting

 2) COUNTY DEPARTMENT HEADS – INFORMATION ITEMS:

 3) COUNTY DEPARTMENT HEADS – ACTION ITEMS:

 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING 
 REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE 
 AT THE SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS

 1) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2) CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL  
 3) DISCUSSION OF RURAL HEALTH CLINIC  
 4) VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK-STATUS REPORT
 5) APPROVE BILLS 
 6) CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 7) ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS

 9:00 A.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 9:02 A.M. – ELECTION CHAIRMAN/VICE CHAIRMAN
 9:05 A.M. – COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT

  A) DISCUSSION OF COURTHOUSE PARKING LOT
 9:10 A.M. – SHIP PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT
 9:15 A.M. – OLD LIBRARY BUILDING LEASE 

 1:30 P.M. – WORKSHOP – FIRE DEPARTMENT/SHELTER BUILDINGS

 DUE TO PUBLICATION DEADLINE, THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD.  A 
 COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2013 
 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.

 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject matt er of their appearance before the Board not 
 later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting the following Tuesday.

 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, not having  given notice in time to be included and 
 shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make a presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in th e interest of meeting time. The Board of 
 County Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been shown on t he agenda; however, action by the 
 Board on any such matter can only be taken upon determination of an emergency situation.  Any identi fiable group of three (3) persons or 
 more shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic.

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides to  appeal any decision made by the Board, 
 agency or commission, with respect to proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to en sure that a verbatim record of the 
 proceedings is made, which record includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEE DING A SPECIAL 
 ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207  NORTHEAST FIRST 
 STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS.  IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD 
 (386) 792-0857.

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA

 December 3, 2013

 AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
 Jasper, Florida

 MEETING DATE:  DECEMBER 3, 2013

 837863  841345˙

LAKE CITY, FLA. – Florida Gateway
College has been awarded one of the
prestigious Chancellor’s Best Practice
Awards for its use of technology in ed-
ucation.

FGC was recognized for its use of
virtual technology to enable student
learning, utilizing the BodyViz soft-
ware. The award was announced
Wednesday at the 64th Annual Associ-
ation of Florida Colleges (AFC) Con-
vention.

“The Chancellor’s Best Practice
Awards give much-deserved recogni-
tion to exceptional programs and allow
each of our colleges to learn from
proven strategies that will raise the lev-
el of performance for the entire college

system,” said Florida College System
Chancellor Randy Hanna. “I am ex-
tremely proud of the faculty and staff
at our colleges who have worked tire-
lessly to bring our students unique op-
portunities to further their education.”

Through BodyViz, anatomy and
physiology students can view and ma-
nipulate real-life CT and MRI images
in a 3-D environment. The use of this
software has increased interest in
anatomy and physiology, helped pre-
pare allied-health students, and en-
abled the college to reach and support
its community.

“Congratulations to Florida Gateway
College on being recognized for en-
hancing student learning through

BodyViz software,” Hanna said. “The
Chancellor’s Best Practice Awards
were developed to honor exceptional
programs and share information about
proven strategies. I commend the col-
lege for promoting student learning
and support the community through
the use of innovative software.” 

Accepting the award at the conven-
tion were FGC President Chuck Hall
and instructors Dr. Juan Guzman, Dr.
Gabriel Pardo, and Dr. Doris Lombo,
who all had a hand in implementing
the BodyViz software. 

“The awarding of the Chancellor’s
Exemplary Best Practice Award is one
of the highest one can receive in the
state of Florida,” Hall said. “We are ex-

tremely pleased that our program, de-
veloped by staff at FGC, and offered to
our students, has been chosen as one of
the Chancellor’s favorites.

“But beyond receiving this presti-
gious award, we’re very excited to be
able to offer this program at Florida
Gateway College to prepare our stu-
dents for programs in medical science,
health sciences, and any other areas
that deal with human anatomy and
physiology as they chart their future
careers.”

Colleges submitting nominations un-
dergo a rigorous review process and
are selected based on six criteria: sus-
tainability, innovation, improvement,
evaluation, impact and recognition. 

Florida Gateway College receives Chancellor’s Best Practice award

LAKE CITY, FLA. – Florida Gate-
way College is looking to add another
four-year program.

The Florida Gateway College Dis-
trict Board of Trustees approved its
application for a Bachelor of Applied
Science in Industrial Logistics at its
monthly meeting Tuesday night. This
brings the total to four potential four-
year degrees that could be offered by
the end of 2015. 

FGC introduced its Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing degree in 2012, and
has already produced eight graduates
from that program. Additionally, the
state department of education and ac-
creditation agencies are reviewing
FGC’s request to add baccalaureate
programs in Early Childhood Educa-
tion and Water Resources. 

“We thought logistics rounded out
this package that we’re trying to of-
fer,” said Dr. Chuck Hall, FGC presi-
dent. “There is a significant need for
this degree, especially in our area.”

Between the inland port in Jack-
sonville and nearby Plum Creek devel-
opments, North Florida is a hotspot for
industrial logistics, Hall said. And
with the logistics program at nearby
Columbia High School, this provides
those students with another avenue to
continue their education.

“We’re very excited to have this de-
gree chain,” Hall said. 

This program offers a one-of-a-kind
educational platform in the state, said
Tracy Hickman, vice president of Oc-

cupational Programs. 
“This degree is geared more toward

logistics and less toward business,”
she said. “Other programs in the state,
the majority of the coursework has a
business focus and there are only a few
logistics courses offered. This program
is more for the middle manager who
needs to know the nuts and bolts of lo-
gistics.”

Starting salary of someone with this
degree is expected to be between $35-
40,000. 

Additionally, the entire program is
online. 

“This particular degree will support
industry and business needs for mid-
dle managers,” Hickman said. “It also
helps support the overall trade and lo-
gistics initiative of the state and then,
because it’s 100 percent online, indi-
viduals around the state can earn their
degree and go to work in their region.” 

Board approval is the first step into
offering this program to students. The
program will now go to the Florida
Board of Education, and then proceed
to the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools for approval. 

The program is tentatively sched-
uled to be available in Fall 2015, fol-
lowing the launches of four-year de-
grees in Early Childhood Education in
Fall 2014 and Water Resources in
Spring 2015. 

For more information, contact Troy
Roberts at Troy.Roberts@fgc.edu or by
calling (386) 754-4247.

FGC Board of Trustees approves four-
year program in Industrial Logistics

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend

some good resources
that can help seniors cre-
ate a living will?

Getting Old

Dear Getting,
Creating a living will

is one of those things
most people plan to do,
but rarely get around to
actually doing. Less than
30 percent of Americans
currently have one. But
preparing one now gives
you say in how you
want to be treated at the
end of your life, not to
mention it can spare
your loved ones some
very stressful medical
care decisions at an emo-
tional time. Here’s what
you should know along
with some resources to
help you create one. 

Advance Directives
To adequately spell

out your wishes regard-
ing your end-of-life
medical treatment you
need two legal docu-
ments: A “living will”
which tells your doctor
what kind of care you
want to receive if you
become incapacitated,
and a “health care power

of attorney” (or health
care proxy), which
names a person you au-
thorize to make medical
decisions on your behalf
if you become unable to.

These two documents
are known as an “ad-
vance directive,” and
will only be utilized if
you are too ill to make
medical decisions your-
self. You can also change
or update it whenever
you please.

You may also want to
consider including a do-
not-resuscitate (DNR) as
part of your advance di-
rective, since advanced
directives do little to
protect you from un-
wanted emergency care
like CPR. Doctors and
hospitals in all states ac-
cept DNR orders.

One other tool you
should know about that
will compliment your
advance directive is the
Physician Orders for
Life-Sustaining Treat-
ment (POLST). Current-
ly endorsed in 16 states
with dozens more in
some phase of develop-
ment, a POLST trans-
lates your end-of-life
wishes into medical or-

ders to be honored by
your doctors. To learn
more or set one up,
see polst.org.

Do-It-Yourself
There are several free

or low-cost resources
available today to help
you write your advance
directive, and it takes
only a few minutes from
start to finish.

One that’s completely
free to use is Caring
Connections, a resource
created by the National
Hospice and Palliative
Care Organization. They
provide state-specific
advance directive forms
with instructions on
their website (caringin-
fo.org)  that you can
download and print for
free. Or you can call 800-
658-8898 and they will
mail them to you and an-
swer any questions you
may have.

You may also be able
to get free advance di-
rective forms from your
doctor’s office, hospital
or local health depart-
ment.

Or, for only $5, an
even better tool is the

Savvy SeniorHow to Create a Living Will

SEE SAVVY, PAGE 19A
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 784025
 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

837759

 Condos Condos for Sale
 FLORIDA  WATERFRONT  CONDO  LIQUIDATION  SALE!  Brand new  2BR/2BA 1,690sf  luxury condo only  $149,900 Originally  under contract for  $365,000. Near downtown  Orlando & all theme  parks/attractions.   Must see.  Call now  877-333-0272, x  173

 Help Wanted
 Experienced OTR  Flatbed Drivers  earn 50 up to 55  cpm loaded.  $1000  sign on to Qualified  drivers. Home most  weekends. Call:  (843)266-3731 /  www.bulldoghiway. com . EOE
 DRIVER TRAINEES  NEEDED NOW! Learn to drive for  US Xpress! Earn  $700 per week! No  experience needed! 

 Local CDL Traning.  Job ready in 15  days! (888)368- 1964
 Heavy Equipment  Operator Training! Bulldozers,  Backhoes,  Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands On  Program. Local Job  Placement  Assistance. National Certifications. GI Bill  Benefits Eligible. 1- 866-362-6497
 Real Estate/ Land  for Sale
 BLUE RIDGE  MOUNTAIN  BARGAIN!  25 acres only  $84,900. Beautifully  wooded rolling mountaintop  terrain, backs up  to national forest.  Enjoy stream,  abundant wildlife,  spectacular  views, trails  throughout.  Paved rd frontage  municipal water,  utilities - all  completed. 

 Excellent financing.  Call now 866-952- 5303, x 83
 Real Estate/ Lots &  Acreage
 TENN. LAND  BARGAIN WITH  FREE BOAT SLIP! 1.70 acres  meadows overlooks  140 acre Nature  Preserve, streams &  ponds. Only  $19,900. 6.1 acre  hardwoods Only  $27,900. FREE boat  slips. Excellent  financing, little  down. Call now 1- 877-888-0267,  x446

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 11-26-13 — 12-03-13

 837759
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This year has become the deadliest
year ever for Florida’s endangered
manatees, according to the Save the
Manatee Club. In total, 769 manatees
have died so far this year from Jan. 1
through Oct. 29, making it the largest
annual manatee die-off in Florida
since record-keeping began.  The pre-
vious record was set in 2010 when bi-
ologists with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission
documented 766 dead manatees, of
which hundreds died from cold
stress.  With more than two months
still to go in 2013, nearly twice the
number of manatees have already
died than died in all of 2012. 

According to Dr. Katie Tripp, Save
the Manatee Club’s director of science
and conservation, two unusual mor-
tality events in 2013, coupled with the
regular threats manatees face on a dai-
ly basis, have been responsible for the
unprecedented losses. A record num-
ber of 276 manatees succumbed from
exposure to a toxic red tide bloom in
Southwest Florida, centered in Lee
County. Meanwhile, on Florida’s east
coast, an unusual mortality event
claimed more than 100 manatee lives
in Brevard County this year. 

“This year’s record-breaking mana-
tee mortality is a loud and clear signal
that our waterways are in trouble,”
says Tripp, who explained that of the
total number of manatee deaths so far
this year, 123 were stillborn, newborn,
or young calves less than five feet in
length, which sets another annual
record for this category of mortali-
ty. Of these, at least 49 were found in
Brevard County, at the epicenter of the
unusual mortality event linked to a va-
riety of algal blooms and loss of 47,000
acres of seagrass since 2010.  

Patrick Rose, who is an aquatic biol-
ogist and the executive director of the
Club says, “With 2013’s catastrophic
loss of manatee lives coming so close
on the heels of the mass mortality suf-
fered during 2010, the already difficult
job to ensure the survival of these gen-
tle and defenseless marine mammals
has been made all the more challeng-
ing, and it’s not over yet.  What we put
into our waters, how much we pump
from our aquifer and draw from our

springs and rivers, together with how
we use our waterways, all has an im-
pact on our own lives and the lives of
every aquatic species. We must be bet-
ter stewards of our waters and water-
ways or suffer even more severe con-
sequences going forward.”

Save the Manatee Club reminds the
public that November is Manatee
Awareness Month in Florida – the
time of year when manatees are on the
move, making their way to important
winter warm-water sites. 

The Club offers a variety of ways for
the public in Florida to be directly in-
volved with manatee protection dur-
ing November and throughout the
year. Free public awareness waterway
signage, boating banners and decals,
waterway cards, and educational
posters are produced by the Club.  The
bright yellow waterproof banner
which cautions, “Please Slow: Mana-
tees Below,” can assist in warning
boaters to slow down for manatees
who may be in the area.  Shoreline
property signs and matching boat de-
cals are also available, featuring the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission’s hotline number (1-
888-404-3922) for reporting sick and
injured manatees.  Boater and diver
awareness posters are also available
for dive shops, marinas, businesses,
visitor centers, classrooms and li-
braries.  Family-friendly outdoor signs
are produced by the Club and distrib-
uted to state, municipal, and county
parks; marinas; and other sites where
human/manatee interactions can be a
problem.   Requests for any of these
free materials can be sent via e-mail to
education@savethemanatee.org or by
calling toll free at 1-800-432-JOIN
(5646). 

“The public’s ongoing participation
in manatee conservation, in Florida
and outside the state, is essential for
the welfare and protection of the
species and the aquatic habitats upon
which they depend,” says Rose. 

For more information on endan-
gered manatees, visit the Club’s web-
site at www.savethemanatee.org.
Watch manatees in their natural habi-
tat on the Club’s Blue Spring webcams
at manatv.org. 

Dire year for the manatee
Death toll highest on record and still climbing

Five Wishes living will. Created by
Aging with Dignity, a nonprofit advo-
cacy organization, Five Wishes is a
simple do-it-yourself document that
covers all facets of an advance direc-
tive that will help you create a more
detailed customized document. Legal-
ly valid in 42 states, to learn more or to
receive a copy, visit  agingwithdigni-
ty.org or call 888-594-7437. Five Wish-
es is also available online in an inter-
active form.   

Get Legal Help
If, however, you decide you would

rather use a lawyer to draft your ad-
vance directive, look for one who spe-
cializes in estate planning and health
care related matters. The National
Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
(naela.org) and the National Associa-
tion of Estate Planners and Councils

(naepc.org) websites are good re-
sources that have directories to help
you find someone in your area.

Costs will vary depending on which
state you reside in, but you can expect
to pay somewhere between $200 and
$500 to get one made.

Tell Your Family
To insure your final wishes are fol-

lowed, it’s very important that you tell
your family members, health care
proxy and doctor so they all know
what you want. You should also pro-
vide copies of your advanced directive
to everyone involved to help prevent
stress and arguments later.

Send  your senio r questions to :
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman,
OK 73070, or visit  SavvySenior.org.
Jim  Miller is a contributor to  the
NBC Today show and author o f “The
Savvy Senior” book .

Savvy Senior
Continued From Page 17A

The Live Oak 
Art Guild 

Meets at 6:30 p.m. on
the first Tuesday of each
month (except July and
December), at the
Suwannee River Region-
al Library. Each meeting
has a business agenda
followed by refresh-
ments and a program.
We welcome all who are
interested to attend. 

Hamilton County 
Democrats 

Meeting are third
Monday of the month at
the Jasper Public Library
at 7 p.m.

Domestic Violence 
Support Group

Another Way, Inc.
provides a domestic vio-
lence support group
every Tuesday at 4 p.m.
in Jasper. If you are a
current or former sur-
vivor of domestic vio-
lence, please call 386-
792-2747 for group loca-
tion and to schedule an
intake appointment. All
services are free and con-
fidential.

Pickin' & Grinnin' 
Every Saturday 6 p.m.

Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park

If you play an ocoustic
instrument or just like to
sit and listen to good
Country, Gospel or Blue
Grass music, come on
out to the Pickin' shed in
the loop camping area.
Pot luck dinners the
third Saturday of each
month. Join us --- its fun
---- its free! Sponsored by
Suwannee River Blue-
grass Association.

I am putting together a
family history book 
On the descendants of

Stephen, William &
Sarah Ann Grant. Sur-
names include Grant,
Hewitt, Adams, Land,
McCray, McClamma &
any other related. If you
would like to submit in-
formation or photos or
are interested, please
contact Cher Newell at
386-209-1559 or 386-364-
1608.

Haven Hospice hosts 
Helping Hands Volun-

teer Orientation When:
Every Tuesday morning
at 10 a.m.

Where: Haven Hos-
pice Suwannee Valley
Care Center, 6037 W.
U.S. Hwy 90, Lake City,
Fl. Call Carolyn Long at
386-752-9191 for more
information.

Donate your old cars
People may be think-

ing of donating their old
cars as part of a clean up.
The Boys and Girls
Clubs would be happy
to take their old cars.
People donating to the
Clubs will not only get
rid of the unwanted car
but will be contributing
to the clubs. Boys and
Girls Clubs really work
with kids in most com-
munities and offer a safe
place for them. If you
wish to donate a car, call
800-246-0493. Not only
will donators be helping
the kids, they will be
able to take sale price as
a contribution for in-
come tax purposes.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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