
By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Dennis Roberts has served
as the public defender for the
Third Judicial Circuit for 24
years and has now left the
elected office for retirement.
Roberts closed his briefcase
on Dec. 31, 2012 and handed
the office keys to the newly
elected Blair Payne, who
served as an assistant
public defender to
Roberts.
“My plans after retire-

ment are still to be de-
termined,” Roberts
laughed. “I’m a little
apprehensive about
that right now. I don’t
plan on practicing
law. I’ve never been
one to fish, hunt or
golf. I don’t do any of
those. I know it’s an
old cliche, but I do
plan on spending
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Sunshine and some clouds. High
71F. Winds WNW at 10 to 15 mph.
Chance of rain 0%. For up to the
minute weather go to www.nflaon-
line.com.
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A woman found shot to death in
southwest Hamilton County Monday
morning is believed to have been killed
by her 79-year-old father, whose body
was found Tuesday morning in his ve-
hicle in Marion County in what officials
are calling an apparent suicide. 
According to Hamilton County Sheriff

Harrell Reid, a power crew from
Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative
had turned onto SW 44th Street, a dirt
road off SR 6, in Jasper and found the

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Central Hamilton Elementary School (CHE) has
been recognized by the Florida House Choice and
Innovation Subcommittee as the number one ele-
mentary school in Region III making the highest
gains in Differentiated Accountability (D.A.), as
they emerged from intervene status imposed upon
them by the Florida Department of Education for

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

On Thursday, Jan. 17, the S&M Foodmart on Hat-
ley Street in downtown Jasper was
robbed at gunpoint, according to
the Jasper Police Department
(JAPD).
Reports show that on Thursday,

Jan. 21 at approximately 7 p.m. the JAPD received a
call that the S&M Foodmart had been robbed. An of-
ficer arrived on scene three minutes later and spoke
with the store attendant.
According to officials, the attendant stated a light-

skinned black male with a wide jawbone, about 5’6”
and wearing a black hoodie, black beanie, sunglass-
es and a blue shirt had just robbed her at gunpoint.
The attendant said the subject told her to give him
all the money and to hurry numerous times while

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Jasper family escaped injury when their mobile
home went up in flames Friday night due to a faulty
electrical outlet, according to Hamilton County
Fire/Rescue (HCFR).
Reports show that at around 11 p.m. on Friday,

Jan. 18, homeowners Lewis and Betty Hand of 11415
NE 38 St. in Jasper were at home with four other fam-
ily members when they smelled smoke coming from

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County
Chamber of Commerce
would like to invite
everyone to the 7th An-
nual Chili Cook-Off to be
held Saturday, Jan. 26, at
the Jasper Women’s

Friends and family gathered on Friday afternoon at the Hamilton County Courthouse for the in-
vestiture of newly elected Third Circuit Judge Andrew Decker III. Decker’s judicial office will be
in Jasper in accordance with his assignment from the chief judge. Decker will cover criminal
and civil cases in Hamilton and Madison counties. Retired Judge John Peach obtained special
permission from Governor Rick Scott to render the oath to Decker. Pictured left to right are:
Peach, Decker III, his wife Rose and Father Andrzej Mitera of St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church. - Photo: Bryant Thigpen

BODY FOUND
JASPER

Central Hamilton
is number one in
region for
improvement

Georgia woman found
dead on road believed to
have been shot by father,
who was later found
dead in apparent suicide 

Possible
murder /
suicide
investigated

An FDLE mobile crime lab at the scene Monday morning. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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A person for the people

Roberts 

A defender in the
courtroom and battlefield

Florida Representative Michael Bileca (Chair), Mrs. Lee
Zamora (CHE Principal), and Sam Foerster (FL DOE) after
Zamora testified in front of the Florida House Choice and In-
novation Subcommittee January 15, 2013. Courtesy Photo:

LARGE CROWD
HONORS MLK

Miss Hattie Mae Jankins entertained the crowd with her stories at the
White Springs Martin Luther King Jr. Day Ceremony. See story, Page
4A. Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Mobile home destroyed by fire

This mobile home in Jasper was destroyed by fire. 
- Courtesy photo:
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HAMILTON COUNTY CHILI COOK-OFF IS THIS SATURDAY, SEE STORY BELOW



scoring an F grade for
three years in a row and
then bringing their grade
up to a C.

Zamora testified in
front of the Florida House
Choice and Innovation
Subcommittee on Tues-
day, Jan. 15, in response
to successfully exiting in-
tervene status for the
2011-12 school year.

According to Hamilton
County Superintendent
of Schools Thomas Moffs-
es, CHE Principal Lee
Wetherington Zamora
was one of two principals
in the state who were in-
vited to the meeting to ex-
plain how they brought
their school grade up
from an F to a C. Two
other charter school per-
sonnel were also invited
to the meeting and of-
fered information related
to  their charter imple-
mentations and scores.

Zamora, who admitted
she was nervous, began
her testimony to the sub-
committee by saying,
“I'm a worker. I'm not a
talker,” however, Moffses
said she did a fantastic
job with her speech.

Zamora explained that
she took over as principal
of CHE by invitation and
that she brought a few
key people with her.

Zamora was previously
principal at North Hamil-
ton Elementary.

“It was something I
was asked to do and I
welcomed the challenge,”
she said.

Bringing the school's
grade up from an F to a C,
she explained, was her
major objective.

“We really concentrat-
ed last year on getting the
teachers to believe that
this was possible,” she
said. “I'm fairly competi-
tive, I like a challenge,
and I like my people to be
excited about stuff,” she
added.

Zamora said one chal-
lenge she encountered
was the lack of morale at
the school from students,
teachers and parents be-
cause of the repeating F
grade the school had
three years in a row.

For a long time, she
said, there was so much
negativity associated
with the school, but after
she came on board and
began turning things
around, especially by uti-
lizing a positive behavior
program, that prevailing
negativity eventually re-
versed into a positive
trend that is continuing
today.

The students who were
behaving badly, she said,
began noticing the other

kids getting rewarded for
positive behavior, so they
decided to make changes
with their own behavior
in order to get those re-
wards, too.

“It has benefited the
school,” Zamora said.

Zamora also said she
likes to reward students
for their hard work and
give them encourage-
ment. This year, she said,
they are getting a lot
more parent involve-
ment.

“We are very excited
about that,” she said.

Breaking classrooms
up into smaller groups
and tailoring reading and
math instruction specific
to each group helped
tremendously, she said,
as well as departmental-
izing grade levels. Teach-
ers were taught how to
lower and/or raise the
level of instruction de-
pending on the students
comprehension.

Federal school im-
provement grants, Zamo-
ra said, were also helpful
in that they were able to
hire additional personnel,
such as reading and math
coaches, as well as in-
classroom tutors.

When Zamora com-
pleted her speech, Florida
Representative Michael
Bileca (Chair), stated,
“You've done a phenom-

enal job talking and rep-
resenting what you've
been doing. I think you
gave us a vivid picture, so
you underestimate your
talents there.”

Other members of the
subcommittee also highly
praised Zamora and her
accomplishments at
CHE.

"Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary demonstrated
the most improvement in
the FCAT portion of the
school grading formula
(76 points) of all 158 tradi-
tional (non-charter) com-

bination schools between
2010-2011 and 2011-
2012," noted Sam Foerster
of FLDOE.

Foerster went on to say,
"Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary was in the top 3
percent of all elementary
schools in the state in
terms of school grade im-
provement between
2010-2011 and 2011-
2012." 

Zamora was asked
what obstacles she fore-
sees that would prevent
continued progress at
CHE and what tools she

felt she needed to im-
prove the school even
more.

Continued funding
from the DOE that the
school has been receiving
while in intervene status,
Zamora said, is essential
in order to retain the cur-
rent staff who helped
turn the school around.
Another obstacle, she
added, is overcoming
barriers that prevent her
from building the image
of the school, especially
with parents and the
community as a whole.
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body of Pamela Proven-
zano, 61, lying near the
edge of the roadway
about 100 feet from the
intersection of SW 44th
Street and SR 6, about a
mile from the I-75 exit.
Reid stated he believes
the body was placed at
the scene sometime be-
tween 10:30 p.m. Sun-

day night and 6:30 a.m.
Monday morning.

During an investiga-
tion, Reid said it was
learned that Proven-
zano, who is from Hahi-
ra, Ga., had possibly
come to visit her father,
Daniel Ovaert, 79, who
lived in Lowndes Coun-
ty. At some point, it is
believed that Ovaert
dropped his daughter’s

body on the roadway in
Hamilton County.
Ovaert’s body was
found Tuesday morning
in his vehicle at a gas
station in Marion Coun-
ty, shot to death, in
what appears to be an
apparent suicide, ac-
cording to officials. Reid
said that “notes” were
found at Ovaert’s place
of business in Lowndes

County and at the scene
in Marion County. Reid
would not divulge the
content of the notes. 

Reid stated that there
was a small caliber re-
volver and a shotgun
found in the car with
Ovaert’s body. He said it
is believed Ovaert used
the revolver to shoot his
daughter and then used
the shotgun on himself.

Numerous law en-
forcement officials from
the Hamilton County
Sheriff's Office, Lown-
des County (Ga.) Sher-
iff’s Office and the Flori-
da Department of Law
Enforcement, along
with Third Circuit State
Attorney Jeff Seigmeis-
ter, were at the scene on
SW 44th Street and SR 6
in Jasper for a good part

of the day Monday
gathering evidence that
included a purse, as-
sumed to belong to the
deceased.

“The quick resolution
of this case can be at-
tributed to the total co-
operation of all the
agencies involved,” said
Reid.

The investigation con-
tinues.

Possible murder / suicide investigated
Continued From Page 1A

Central Hamilton is number one in region for improvement
Continued From Page 1A

more time with my fam-
ily.”

After graduating from
Union County High
School, Roberts enrolled
at Lake City Community
College. He completed
just one year of college
before joining the Unit-
ed States Marine Corp.
Roberts spent two years
in active duty; one of the
two years was spent
overseas during the time
of the Vietnam War.

Roberts then contin-
ued his education at
LCCC and graduated
with honors. Roberts re-
located to Gainesville
and took undergraduate
classes at the University
of Florida. Following his
graduation from Rollins
College in 1980 with a
Master of Science in
Criminal Justice, Roberts
packed his bags and
moved back to
Gainesville to attend the
University of Florida’s
School of Law.

“That was a busy time
in my life,” he said.
“During my first month
of law school, my wife
and I had our first child,
I served on the Lake City
City Council, and I was
an officer in the National
Guard.”

Prior to being elected
as the public defender,
Roberts also served as a
public defender investi-
gator and an assistant
public defender. What
makes Roberts unique,
is that he is the only per-
son in the state to serve
in all three positions in a
pubic defenders office.

Roberts was elected in
1989 to serve as the pub-
lic defender. The first at-
torney he hired was Lee
Peters Jr., an attorney he
opposed often in
Lafayette County. He
also hired current Judge
Lin Williams as an assis-
tant.

“I look back and see
how fortunate I’ve been
to have a great 24 years
in the office,” Roberts
said.   “We’ve never had
any type of scandal or

anything that would
lose the respect of the
people. I think we
served the people quite
well.”

“When I first took of-
fice, there was only one
office, in Lake City,” he
said. “My first mission
was to establish another
full-time office that
would be more accessi-
ble to the people. So
within a year of being
elected, we opened the
office in Live Oak.”

Throughout the 24
year period in office,
Roberts had very little
changes in personnel.
Williams eventually left
the office to take the seat
as a Third Circuit judge,
but Peters remained
with Roberts until his re-
tirement.

“Probably one of the
most memorable cases I
worked was defending a
husband and wife who
were being tried for
manslaughter and child
neglect in essence they
did not provide medical
care for the child be-
cause of religious be-
liefs,” said Roberts. “The
case arose in Columbia
County, but due to the
publicity and popularity
of the case, the judge
moved it to Suwannee
County. The court ruled
that they were guilty of
manslaughter, but not
guilty of child neglect.
However, the appellate
court overturned the
guilty verdict of
manslaughter.”

Roberts noted that
both 20/20 and Court
TV was on hand to cover
the case “from gavel to
gavel.”

During his career of
practicing law, Roberts
also served in the United
States Army Reserves.
Some of the highlights
from his military career
include being promoted
to Second Lieutenant,
Infantry Branch, gradu-
ating from US Army In-
fantry Officers School,
graduated from US
Judge Advocate Gener-
als School from the Uni-
versity of Virginia, and

served in all five major
commands of Florida
Army Nation Guard.

Roberts retired as
Lieutenant Colonel from
the US Army, Florida
National Guard in 2007
with 32 years of service
on his resume.

Roberts admits that
his retirement is bitter-
sweet.

“Although I am look-
ing forward to spending
more time with my fam-
ily, I’m going to miss the
people in the entire sys-
tem. I am friends with
pretty much everybody
in the entire judicial sys-
tem. I’m leaving the of-
fice in good hands. Blair
Payne, who was one of
my assistants, will be
taking the position,”
said Roberts. “I am ex-
tremely pleased that an
attorney of that quality
will be taking over the
office.”

Spending time with
his loving family is first
on Robert’s list of things
to do. Roberts is married
to Tina, and they have
three children: Dennille
(AJ Decker), Daniel
(Tara) and Dianna (Jay
Swisher). The couple
have two grandchildren,
Lyla and Deacon, and
another granddaughter,
Eva, is expected in Feb-
ruary.  

Dennis Roberts: A person for the people
Continued From Page 1A

Clinton, Miss. –  The
Office of Academic Af-
fairs for Mississippi Col-
lege has released its list
of academic scholars for
the 2012 fall
semester.  Pollyann
Scruggs from Jasper was
named to the Dean’s List.

DEAN’S LIST:   To be
e ligib le  fo r
the Dean’s List, a student
must maintain a 3.5 or
better grade point aver-
age, based  on a 4.0 sys-
tem.  

Mississippi
College
announces
local student
to Dean’s List 



Hello! It is my hope
that you miss my col-
umn at least a fraction
of as much as I do get-
ting in touch with you
(I know this is not par-
ticularly correct press-
wise but it is from my
heart) but keeping in
touch in this way gives
me great pleasure, feel
as if I have had a visit
with you. Thanks to
those of you who tell
me you miss me when
the column does not
appear. I do need you
to keep me informed as
to what is happening.
Miss the days when I
could be in the office in
the various places
where it was a
pleaslure to see you in
person, first in the old
bank building (now the
realty office which was
next to Kayo's Drug
Store), later where
Brown's Flower Shop is
now located, then we
moved to the bank
building. We were ex-
cited, it was good to be
in each of those placaes
where many people
stopped by to visit.  A
commenet was made
that we just kept mov-
ing too far away from
Kayo's Drug Store.
When I laughed and
told this to Lynette (our
lady owner of the
newspaper) she
laughed and said we
couldn't move any
place in Jasper that
would be too far away

(we were on our way
to Hardee's) which was
true and thankful for
that. Those were spe-
cial years and I am
thankful for them, and
for Virgie Cone who
encouraged me and for
others who guided me
in that direction, when
the only real experience
in newspaper work
was to be editor of our
school newspaper.
With the work of Virgie
and others it has been a
very special journey, it
has always been a plea-
sure to work for and
with you - many happy
memories of the days
when we worked to-
gether on many events
and happy times,
maybe some not the
best, but always togeth-
er.
One story that means

much to me, which
some of you may have
heard (after all I am an
85-year-old woman)
was regarding our
move to what is now
State Exchange Bank,
we were excited. There
was a vault - at that
time (before the paper
went on computers can
you remember that?)
and our bound copies
of the paper were up-
stairs in the office in
Live Oak. If someone
wanted or needed to
look up something it
was a problem. I asked
that the copies be
moved to the vault,
and they were very
handy at that time, for
us in the office as well
as customers. A few
months later, while I
was on vacation in
N.C., got a call that the

office in Live Oak had
been destroyed, along
with the bound copies,
and we were able to
say, not the Jasper
News. Of course that
may not mean as much
now, as there are com-
puters, but then it
meant a lot. If you have
some special memories
of our community you
would share with us,
let us know, either long
ago or recently for you
younger ones. Would
like to pass them on,
even with computers
these memories will be
important some day,
hopefully.
When the Sisterhood

met a couple of weeks
ago at Burnham Christ-
ian Church we had a
most wonderful
evening. A large crowd
from many surround-
ing counties, wish more
could have shared in
this great evening,
there were representa-
tives from many
churches in the county
and surrounding. The
food was superb, as al-
ways, with the special-
ties of ladies of church-
es in our area. The pro-
gram presented by
JoRita Canelon, of Pre-
cept Ministried Interna-
tional, was the greatest
presentation of BIble
studies, in a manner
that was informative
and exciting. JoRita
lives in Jennings and I
did not know a lot
about her ministry
work but know that
whatever she does is
informative, certainly
keeps ones attention.
Precept Ministries In-
ternational is on Inter-

net, but JoRita makes it
come alive. 
Rhett Heath Allen,

son of Heath and Ash-
leigh Allen of Valdosta,
Georgia, celebrated his
first birthday on Satur-
day, Jan. 5 at the home
of his great-grandpar-
ents, Gerry and Mar-
garet Lewis in Jasper.
Family and friends
came from Douglas,
Ga., Butler, Ga., Val-
dosta and Jasper, for
the special occasion.
Rhett's grandparents

are L.J. and Gine
Chambers, Douglas
Ga.; Richard and Max-
ine Alen, Butler, Ga.
and Doug McGauley,
Jasper. Great grandpar-
ents are Gloria Mc-
Gauley, Jasper, and the
late Leon McGauley;
Sylvia Chambers, Dou-
glas, Ga., and the late
Gene Chambers.  Vir-
ginia Davis MacFar-
lane, Jasper, is his
great, great grandmoth-
er.
It was a wonderful

day of celebration, en-
joyed by all members
of Rhett's family, at the
home of Jerry and Mar-
garet Lewis, Jasper.
Our hearts and

prayers go out to all of
the sick folks, their
families, and to those
who have lost loved
ones, and have suffered
loss of any kind,
Hope to hear from

YOU in the coming
week, and weeks.

Lillian Norris, 
792-2151

NORRIS NOTES
norrislw@wind-

stream.net
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but these rights didn’t come for all of us until many
small, brave folks were willing to take small, brave
steps to secure these rights for themselves and for fu-
ture generations.   The day’s MLK ceremonies also
acknowledged White Springs’ citizens, volunteers
and students for their many contributions and
achievements.  It was sweet, it was simple, it was sin-
cere and it was beautiful.  I know that if you were
there, it was a day that warmed your heart. 
President Obama has often acknowledged that his

election would not have been possible without the
actions of great men like Lincoln and King, and great
tuning points in history like the Civil War and the
Civil Rights Movement.  But it is also true that he
wouldn’t be where he is today, and we would not be
where we are today as a free nation, were it not for
the thousands of small, brave steps taken by the
small town citizens of White Springs and of many

Iattended two very
different celebra-
tions last Monday,

one was large and grand,
one was very small and
very special, one by the
magic of satellite TV,
and the other in person.
The grand ceremony was
in Washington D. C. was
the presidential inaugu-

other small towns across the country.  They made a
difference then and we, small town that we are, can
still make a difference today.  I’m glad I got to wit-
ness the festivities in Washington, but I am down-
right proud that I got to be a small part of a much
smaller and, in my opinion, a much better celebra-
tion, because of some good and caring folks working
together, not only observe Martin Luther King Day,
but also to celebrate the true greatness of White
Springs, its people! 
It is a pleasure and a privilege to be part of our

community.  I hope you will contact me with any
news you want to share, and I hope to see you out
and about, doing your part and enjoying life in
White Springs.  

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056 

ration, attended by millions and resplendent in its
pomp and circumstance and in its reverence for tra-
dition and peaceful transition.  Soaring oratory,
spectacular parades, gala celebrations, and gather-
ings of dignitaries and citizens were the order of the
day.  This Washington affair was quite a significant
event and quite a contrast to the other event I at-
tended, a Martin Luther King Day celebration in
White Springs.  The event in White Springs was a
simpler, humble home grown affair than the one in
Washington, seemingly attended by just the every-
day folk of White Springs but a closer look revealed
that there were real heroes in the crowd whose
courageous actions, taken years ago, have made us a
better town and better nation today.  In the crowd
was Mr. Lawrence Udell, who served his country in
uniform and then returned to White Springs and be-
came the first African American to attend General
Motors Mechanic Training School.  His wife was the
first African American woman to register to vote in
Hamilton County.  The Udell’s are but one of may
stories that could be told about actions taken by folks
in White Springs that required bravery and sacrifice
back in those days.  Voting and going to the school
of your choice may not seem like a big deal today,

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

Pre Superbowl
gospel concert

Featuring: Debra Snipes & The Angels
Singing: Don’t call the roll, put oil in your ves-

sel, Ten Commandments and many more.
Also appearing Chapter 7 -- Enterprise, Alaba-

ma; Renewed -- Macon, Ga; Kee & The Fellaz --
Dublin, Ga; Renee McKinnon --Valdosta, Ga;
The Herring sisters -- Jasper, Fla.
Saturday, Jan. 26, 6:30 p.m., Ernest Couroy

Civic Center, 1129 N.W. 4th St., Jasper, Fla. 32052
For more information contact: Missionary P.

Jefferson Devane Productions, 386-792-3247.

The GED Testing Ser-
vice released a new ver-
sion of the GED Test on
Jan. 1, 2014.  The test will
be computer-based, not
written, and will be
more difficult than the
current version. Scores
WILL NOT transfer to
the new test; all incom-
plete GED tests will be-
come invalid after Dec.
31, 2013 and students
will have to re-take all
content areas on the new
test.  
Adults who have not

received a high school
diploma may register
and enroll at the class
site in Jasper at the JREL
Complex, Building 1,
Room 8. See registration
information, class sched-
ule and program re-
quirements below.
Class Registration and

Locator Exam:  Every
Monday at 1 p.m. while
classes are in session.
Completion of Regis-

tration Form, Residency
Form, and TABE Locator
Test will take approxi-
mately two hours.

Class Schedule:
Morning
Class Meeting Time
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Class Begin/End Date
January 7, 2013, June 5,

2013
Classes meet Monday

thru Friday each week

Evening
Class Meeting Time
5:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Class Begin/End Date
January 8, 2013, June

4,2013
Classes meet Tuesday

and Thursday evenings
each week  
Adult Education Pro-

gram Requirements:
The state of Florida

has initiated legislation
regarding Adult Educa-
tion classes. A student
must provide proof of
Florida Residency and
pay a tuition fee for each
semester.
In order to be a stu-

dent enrolled in the
Adult Education Pro-
gram, the student must
meet ALL of the follow-
ing requirements:  
1. Provide a copy of

Withdrawal Form from
last secondary school at-
tended, if under the age
of 18,
2. Complete Registra-

tion Form prior to en-
trance testing (Loca-
tor/TABE),
3. Complete Residency

Form prior to entrance
testing (Locator/TABE),
4. *Take Entrance Ex-

ams:  (a) Locator Test, (b)
TABE Test,
5. Complete 12 hours

of class instruction, and
6. Upon completion of

1-6 above, pay tuition fee
(Florida residents) for
one semester (cash or
money order payable to:
Hamilton VTAE School).    
Note:  If student has

not met all the require-
ments at the end of 12
hours of instruction,
he/she will not be al-
lowed to continue re-
ceiving class instruction.
Call Rex Mitchell (792-

7827) or Evelyn Davis
(792-7829) for more in-
formation.

Hamilton VTAE School
ABE and GED
Prep Courses



By Joyce Marie Taylor
The town of White

Springs held a beautiful
ceremony in honor of the
late Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. on Monday, Jan.
21 on the front lawn of
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary School with nearly
100 local residents gath-
ered together to cele-
brate his legacy.

White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller presided
over the day’s events

which included musical
selections by the Sunrise
Choir and an a cappella
version of “Beautiful
Dreamer” sung by John-
ny Bullard. Pastor and
town council member
Richard Marshall gave a
moving invocation
which was followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Storyteller Miss Hattie
Mae Jankins (a.k.a. Leti-
tia Bristol) made her
usual grand entrance

and proceeded to tell
heartwarming and of-
tentimes humorous sto-
ries about the town and
the people of White
Springs, as well her fic-
tional encounters with
the late Dr. King and
President (Rocky)
Barack Obama.

Miller presented the
President’s Volunteer
Service Awards, which
is conducted by the
Points of Light Founda-
tion in Washington,
D.C., to several locals for
their voluntary service
to the community. 

“Here in White
Springs we have a whole
lot of people who make
this community work,”
said  Miller.

Recognized first were
Fred Green, Mattie
Fouraker, Cathy Fender,
Waylon Bush, Rhett
Bullard, Shauna Adama-
Farries, who were just
some of the people in-
volved with getting the
White Springs Charter
School Initiative started.

Others receiving vol-
unteer service awards
were Kelly’s RV Park,
White Springs Volunteer
Fire Department,
Dorothy Brown, Ken-
neth Hutcherson, The
Planning and Zoning
Board, White Springs
Special Events Commit-
tee, the H.O.P.E. Fuel

Bank and the H.O.P.E.
Food Bank, White
Springs Police Depart-
ment, Dollar General, as
well as all of the people
involved with each of
these community orga-
nizations.

Miller presented the
first set of Beautiful
Dreamer awards to stu-
dents from each class at
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary. The older kids
wrote essays about what
Martin Luther King Jr.
meant to them and the
younger students col-
ored pictures. The top
three winners received
monetary gifts.

The main Beautiful
Dreamer Pioneer Award
was given to Lawrence
“Jim” Udell. 

Miller, on behalf of the
town council, thanked
everyone who came out
for the day’s events.
Minister Ricky Hutcher-
son from Beulah Baptist
Church gave the bless-
ing before the lunch pre-
pared by Teddy Bear
Marshall and friends
was served. Thanks
were given to Monica
Carter for planning and
organizing the day’s
events.

Be sure to check out
our online videos from
the day’s ceremony at
www.suwanneedemoc-
rat.com.
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OPINION

Let's look at experts. Sir Isaac New-
ton (1642-1727) was a mathematician
and scientist. Newton has to be the
greatest and most influential scientist
who has ever lived. He laid the foun-
dation for classical mechanics, and his
genius transformed our understand-
ing of science, particularly in the ar-
eas of physics, mathematics and as-
tronomy. What's not widely known is
that Newton spent most of his waking
hours on alchemy; his experiments in-
cluded trying to turn lead into gold.
Though he wrote volumes on alche-
my, after his death Britain's Royal So-
ciety deemed that they were "not fit to
be printed."

Lord William Thomson Kelvin
(1824-1907) was a Belfast-born British
mathematical physicist and engineer.
Kelvin's major contribution was in
thermodynamics, and he is widely
recognized for determining the cor-
rect value of absolute zero, approxi-
mately minus 273 degrees Celsius. In
his honor, absolute temperatures are
expressed in Kelvin units. Being an
expert in one field doesn't spare one
from being an arrogant amateur in
others. Based on his knowledge of
heat dissipation, Kelvin criticized ge-
ologists of his day and claimed that
Earth was between 20 million and 100

million years old.
Kelvin also said
that "X-rays will
prove to be a
hoax," but he
changed his
mind after he ex-
perienced an X-
ray of his own
hand. Kelvin also
predicted, "I can
state flatly that heavier-than-air flying
machines are impossible."

Linus Pauling (1901-94) was one of
the most influential chemists in histo-
ry. He was one of the founders of the
field of quantum chemistry and is of-
ten called the father of molecular biol-
ogy. Pauling won the Nobel Prize in
chemistry in 1954 and the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1962, making him the
only person awarded two unshared
Nobel Prizes. Later, he was awarded
the International Lenin Prize for
Strengthening Peace Among Peoples
by the Soviet Union. Many of Paul-
ing's colleagues who admired his
scholarly work saw him as a naive
spokesman for Soviet communism.

Despite his genius in science, Paul-
ing peddled fringe ideas. In the 1970
edition of his book "Vitamin C and
the Common Cold," he said that tak-

ing 1,000 mil-
ligrams of vitamin
C daily will re-
duce the inci-
dence of colds by
45 percent. In the
book's 1976 revi-
sion, retitled "Vit-
amin C, the Com-
mon Cold and the
Flu," he recom-

mended higher vitamin C dosages. In
his third revision, "Vitamin C and
Cancer" (1979), Pauling claimed that
high doses of vitamin C may also be
effective against cancer. In another
book, "How to Live Longer and Feel
Better" (1986), Pauling argued that
megadoses of vitamins, such as the
12,000 to 40,000 milligrams he took
daily, "can increase your enjoyment of
life and can help in controlling heart
disease, cancer, and other diseases
and in slowing down the process of
aging." There's absolutely no research
that backs up any of Pauling's vita-
min C claims.

The take-home lesson is that experts
are notoriously fallible outside of
their fields of endeavor -- and espe-
cially so when making predictions.
There tends to be an inverse relation-
ship between a predictor's level of

confidence and the accuracy of his
prediction. Irving Fisher, a distin-
guished Yale University economics
professor in 1929, predicted, "Stocks
have reached what looks like a per-
manently high plateau." Three days
later, the stock market crashed. In
1954, Dr. W.C. Heuper of the National
Cancer Institute said, "If excessive
smoking actually plays a role in the
production of lung cancer, it seems to
be a minor one." Thomas Watson,
chairman of IBM, in 1943 allegedly
said, "I think there is a world market
for maybe five computers." "(Research
on the atomic bomb) is the biggest
fool thing we have ever done. The
bomb will never go off, and I speak as
an expert in explosives." That was
Adm. William Leahy's prediction in
1945.

The bottom line is that the fact that
a person has academic degrees, hon-
ors and status is no reason for us to
abandon our tools of critical thinking.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Experts aren't deities
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate

~~
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 * HAVE NEW BUSINESS WITH NATIONALY KNOWN RETAILER 
 * CONTRACTOR MUST HAVE INTERSTATE DOT AUTHORITY 
 * CONTRACTOR MUST HAVE OR WILLING TO RENT/ LEASE 26’ 
    BOX TRUCK WITH LIFT GATE 
 * NO FELONIES OR DUI’s 
 * ROUTE WORK IS FIVE DAYS A WEEK - MONDAY
    THROUGH FRIDAY 
 * WE HAVE TWO ROUTES THAT START AT 6AM AND 
     COMPLETE APPROX 4:30PM  
 * WOULD LIKE TO BRING YOU ON BOARD ASAP  
 * MUST BE 21 YEARS OF AGE. 
 * PROVIDE A RESUME WITH EXPERIENCE.

 INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 
 W/ 26’ BOX TRUCK (JASPER FL)

 786664

 Mark Truka
 Purchased Transportation Manager
 Office: (770) 799-9836
 Please visit us at: www.dynamex.com

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 786543

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 January Specials
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 MARIE LEE REALTY

 Joan Radford, Realtor
 386-208-5267

 Marie Lee, Broker
 386-688-3351

 LAND
 4 acres in the timbers, wooded. Only  $ 17,000

 1 acre wooded on the Withlacoocee River, very pretty. Only   $ 18,000

 1003 W. Howard St/90 West • Live Oak, FL
 office: 386-364-2828

 RESIDENTIAL
 SPACE GALORE  3BR/2BA Brick home (inground pool), workshop, 
 many extras on nearly 3 acres.  $ 139,900

 NICE HOME   2BR/1BA home, recently renovated, storage buildings.  
 $97,500

 Unique home built to accommodate an 
 Rv on 5 acres. Beautiful area. Must see 

 to appreciate.  $135,000

A large crowd honors MLK in White Springs

pointing a silver semi-au-
tomatic handgun at her
face. She placed an unde-
termined amount of cash
on the counter and the
subject took the money
and fled the scene, re-
ports state.

The Department of
Corrections canine unit

was called to assist in lo-
cating the subject and
they tracked him through
numerous neighbor-
hoods, but then the trail
went dead on 107th and
38th Trail, according to
JAPD.

The subject is still at
large as the investigation
continues.

S&M Foodmart
robbed at gunpoint
Continued From Page 1A

Club.
Set up will begin at

10:30 a.m. and judging
will start at 11:30 a.m.
Awards will be present-
ed at 1 p.m. The deadline
to enter is January 24.

Entrance fee for con-
testants is $10 per indi-
vidual and $30 per busi-
ness. Awards will be
given to you or your
business.

Entrance fee for spec-
tators is $5 per person-
which allows you to
“taste-test” all the chili
entries you want. It is
also a great opportunity
to mingle with others in
the community.

Chamber members get
a $10 discount on the
business entry fee. For
more information,
please call 386-792-1300
or visit: www.hamilton-
countycoc.org.

Chili cook off is Jan. 26
Continued From Page 1A

the left front room of the
house, which was used
as a sewing/computer
room. 

HCFR units arrived
within nine minutes af-
ter the emergency call
came in and they found
the mobile home fully
involved with flames.
All six occupants at the
residence had already
escaped from the home
with no injuries. 

The fire was extin-
guished with mutual aid

from Genoa Volunteer
Fire Department. The
state fire marshal was
contacted for investiga-
tion and found that the
fire was started from a
faulty electrical outlet in
a front room of the
home. The mobile home
and its contents were
deemed a total loss. 

A family member stat-
ed all occupants of the
home are now staying
with relatives and the
incident has been turned
over to the homeown-
ers’ insurance company.

Mobile home
destroyed by fire
Continued From Page 1A



By Joyce Marie Taylor

The Jennings Public
Library is proud to an-
nounce a book signing
for local author Karen
Ostrom, which will be
held at the library on
Wednesday, Jan. 30 from
1-3 p.m.

Ostrom will be on
hand to autograph
copies of her new book
titled “What To Do
About Granny”, a tale
about struggling college
student Thomas Evans
whose life becomes
hampered when his
dead grandmother’s
ghost decides to play

matchmaker.
Ostrom was born in

Illinois and now resides
in Jennings. She has al-
ready authored two po-
etry books, “Pieces of
Me” and “Hot Tea and a
Blanket” and con-
tributed to another book
titled “Our Written Voic-
es”.

The library is located
at 1322 Plum Street in
Jennings. For more infor-
mation call 386-938-1143.

No doubt you have of-
ten heard the old saying:
“What he/she doesn’t
know won’t hurt them.”
This vote in favor of ig-
norance was probably
first spoken by someone
who was either hoping
to avoid conflict or had
been devastated by
news they wish could be
erased from memory.
Either way, I have to dis-
agree.  It seems the older
I get, the more con-
vinced I am that those
things we don’t know
definitely do hurt…in
fact, they often find a
way to nearly beat us to
death.

John’s record of Jesus’
conversation with the
Samaritan woman pro-
vides a great example of
what I mean:  

“So he came to a town
in Samaria called Sy-
char…and Jesus, tired as
he was from the journey,
sat down by the well.  It
was about the sixth
hour.  When a Samaritan
woman came to draw
water, Jesus said to her,
“Will you give me a
drink?  The Samaritan
woman said to him,

“You are a Jew and I am
a Samaritan woman.
How can you ask me for
a drink?”  Jesus an-
swered her, “If you
knew the gift of God and
who it is that asks you
for a drink, you would
have asked him and he
would have given you
living water.” John 4:5-
10

Don’t miss Jesus’ first
three words in response:
If you knew. What was it
she didn’t know?  We
discovered last week
that she was all too
aware of the prejudice
between the Jews and
Samaritans.  It is also
likely that she was
aware of the way others
looked down on her
since she chose the
hottest part of the day to
collect water for her dai-
ly household needs.  In-
deed, it seems she was
only too aware of her
own shortcomings, past
mistakes, and failures.
What she didn’t know
was how to relieve these
heavy burdens she con-
tinued to carry…nor did

she know that the One
who could take those
burdens stood right in
front of her.

There are people all
around us who “don’t
know” this same truth.
Often, those who know
the One who will take
our burdens away de-
cide to carry them on
their own anyway. Re-
cently, I saw one of those
people in the mirror.  For
a lengthy season, a diffi-
cult family situation had
me gripped, and a strug-
gle of this kind can make
it pretty easy to forget
the gift of God! Through
a series of events, no
doubt orchestrated by
God, I recently had one
of those “well encoun-
ters” and clearly heard
Him remind me:  “If you
knew…”  Indeed, I had
forgotten His offer of liv-
ing water and traded it
instead for a stagnate
repetition of half-truths.
What we don’t
know…and what we
have forgotten, definite-
ly can hurt, and rob us of
the peace and joy God

intends.  It is so impor-
tant that we know…be-
cause every heart mat-
ters!

Blessings,
Angie

Heart Matters is a
weekly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries of the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
seling to individuals,
couples and families.
Contact Angie with
questions or comments
at angieland3@wind-
stream.net. 
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 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on
  our church directory,
  please call Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 783982

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

Edward Harlon Burnam
Sept. 22, 1918
Jan. 15, 2013

Edward Harlon
Burnam, age 94,
of Jennings, Fla.

went home to be with
his Lord and Savior on
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2013
following an extended
illness.  Mr. Burnam was
born in Jennings, Fla. on
Sept. 22, 1918 to the late
John Sherman and Ella
A. Burnam.  He was
raised on the farm with a
large family of brothers
and sisters and knew the
meaning of hard work.
Continuing the family
tradition, Mr. Burnam
made a living for his
family farming and was
well-respected in his
community. He was a
lifelong member of
Burnham Christian
Church serving as a Sun-
day School teacher, dea-
con and elder through-
out the years.  Preceding
him in death in 1984 was
his first wife and mother
of his children, Ethel
Marie Dees Burnam ,
brothers, Sherman, Del-
mar, Bill, Frank and Hal-
lam, and one sister, Lu-
cille.

Survivors include four
sons, Edward “Buddy”
Burnam and wife Con-
nie of Jennings, Fla.,
Lavon Burnam and wife
Joy of Jacksonville, Fla.,
Larry Burnam and wife
Kathy of Jennings, Fla.
and Don Burnam and
wife Beth of Jennings,
Fla.;  two daughters,
Jean Jones and husband
Bill of Jacksonville, Fla.
and Earlene Carter and
husband Glenn of Jen-
nings, Fla.;  two brothers
John “Buck” Burnam
(Phyllis) Gainesville, Fla.
and Farrell Burnam and
wife Marilyn, Jasper,
Fla.; two sisters Geneva
Johns, Waycross, GA
and Janie Herring and
husband Jimmy, Jen-
nings, Fla.; one sister-in-
law Kitty Burnham, Jen-
nings, Fla.;  14 grandchil-
dren and 29 great-grand-
children.  Also surviving
Mr. Burnam is his wife
Willodean Deas Burnam
of Jasper, Fla. and his
special friends and lov-
ing caregivers, Reatha,
Tarika, Priscilla and Car-
ol.

Funeral services were
held Saturday, Jan. 19,
2013 at Burnham Christ-
ian Church near Jen-
nings with Rev. Robert
Carter and Pastor John-
ny Brown officiating. In-
terment followed in the
church cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
Burnham Christian
Church Building Fund
4520 NW CR 146 Jen-
nings, Fla. 32053.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Rosa Wright Hill
Jan. 1, 1934

Jan. 19, 2013

Rosa Wright Hill
known to many
as (Sista) was

born Jan. 1, 1934 to the
late Freddie and Eula
Wright in Bellville, Fla.
She attended the Hamil-
ton County School sys-
tem. She accepted Christ
at an early age under the
leadership of Triumph
Holiness Church in Bel-
lville, Fla. She later
moved to St. Petersburg,
Fla. And was a member
of Triumph Holiness
church in St. Petersburg,
Fla.

Rosa was formerly
employed and retired
with the Pinellas county
school system, Florida
Power,  Publix Super-
markets and most re-

cently the City of St. Pe-
tersburg as a School
Crossing Guard. 

Rosa was called home
to be with the Lord Jan.
19, 2013 at Bayfront
Medical Center in St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla.

She leaves to cherish
her memories (3) sons:
Archie Stallings
(Dorothy), Willie Dor-
man both of Statenville,
GA. and Robert Stubbins
of St. Petersburg, Fla. (3)
daughters: Eula Perry
(Herb), Debra Bolden
(Chris) and Shalonda
Hill all of St. Petersburg,
Fla. One Aunt: Annie D.
Bell of Bellville, Fla. (5)
Grandchildren: April
Baker (Bill) of St. Peters-
burg, Fla. Willie Dorman
Jr. (Andrea) of Phoenix,
Arizona. Jabriel Polite
(Julian), Billy Stallings
both of Statenville, GA.
and Demetrius Mitchell
of St. Petersburg, Fla. (4)
Great Grandchildren:
Desmond Baker of St.
Petersburg, Fla. Ava
Dorman of Phoenix, AZ.
Zariah Polite and Julian
Polite both of Statenville,
GA.

Special Friends: Geral-
dine Bryant and Herbert
Colbert. She was preced-
ed in death by her Par-
ents, brothers: M.C.
Wright and L.C. Wright.

Celebration of Life for
Sista Rosa Wright-Hill
will be 11 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 26, 2013 at New
Bethel A.M.E. Church,
Bellville, Fla. Rev. Albert
Bivins is the pastor and
will officiate. Burial will
follow in the Bethel
Memorial Gardens. The
Wright-Hill Family will
receive other relatives
Friday from 6 to 8 p.m.
at St. John Missionary
Baptist Church, St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla. Profession-
al Mortuary Services en-
trusted to Eric A. Brown
& Son Funeral Home,
Inc.

Heart Matters

Jennings author to
hold book signing
“What To Do About Granny”

Karen Ostrom with her daugh-
ter Kymee.

Thank you to each of
you for the cards, phone
calls, visits, food, beauti-
ful flowers, for your
hugs, prayers, words of
encouragement, and
tremendous outpouring
of love shown to our
family during the loss of
our loved one, LT Tony
Ogburn. We thank you
and pray God's richest
blessings for each of you
as you have blessed us.
Again, thank you..
Randy and Martha Og-
burn, family and friends

We would
like it to say:

What To Do About Granny by
Karen Ostrom. - Courtesy Photos
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SportsSports
By Andrew McGee

andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County
Trojans won a confer-
ence game against the
Jefferson County Tigers
Tuesday, Jan. 15 with a
final score 65-58.
In the first quarter, The

Trojans barely took the
lead with 12 and the
Tigers 10, but the second
quarter lead margin in-
creased as the Trojans
were able to secure a big
25 to Jefferson’s 14. By
the halftime buzzer, the
score was 37-24, Trojans.
The third quarter, the

Trojans made 13 points
to the Tigers’ 15 bringing
the score to 50-39 with
Trojans still in the lead.
The fourth quarter, the
Tigers scored higher yet
again with 19 points to
the Trojan’s 15, but the
Trojans first half lead se-
cured the victory and the
final was 65-58.
The high scorers for

the game were: Jeremiah
Lee with a big 26. Joseph
Cooks with 12,  Tyler
Chapman with nine,
Shaquille Williams with
eight and Kevin McCain
with six.
The big rebounders

were Jeremiah Lee and
Kevin McCain both with
eight. Joseph Cooks got
six RBs, Tyler Chapman
with four and Jacquez
McCray with three.
Kevin McCain had

four steals and five as-
sists, Joseph Cooks had
five steals and two as-
sists, Jacquez McCray
had three steals, Jeremi-
ah Lee had three assists

and Shaquille Williams
had two assists.  

Loss against Melody
Christian 

The Hamilton County
Trojans played Melody
Christian Academy
Monday, Jan. 14 and lost
with the final score of 66-
45.
The first quarter

seemed indicative of the
game overall as Melody
was able to secure 23 to
the Trojans’ eight. The
next quarter, Melody
once again secured a
strong lead with 16 and
the Trojans’ seven brin-
ing the halftime score to
39-15, Melody.
The third quarter, the

Trojans turned up the
heat some and were able
to pull in 21 to Melody’s
15, so the score at the
buzzer was 54-36,
Melody.
The fourth and final

quarter, the Trojans
made nine to Melody’s
12 and the score was 66-
45.
The top scorers for the

evening were Kevin Mc-
Cain with 12, Joseph
Cooks had eight and
both Jeremiah Lee and
Tyler Chapman had six.
The top rebounders

were Joseph Cooks with
nine, Aaron Cooks, Tyler
Chapman and Kevin
McCain all got five and
Shaquille Williams got
four.
Greatest steals and as-

sists were made by
Kevin McCain, Joseph
Cooks and Jacquez Mc-
Cray with two and three
each respectively.

Staff
The Hamilton County varsity girls basketball team

defeated the Madison County Cowboys on the Cow-
boys own turf Friday night, Jan. 18.
The final score was 50-44.
The ladies next take on Suwannee High School in

Live Oak tomorrow (Jan. 25) at 6:30 p.m.
On Jan. 11, the Lady Trojans lost to the Lafayette

High School girls with a final score of 64-52. The
ladies beat Branford High School on Jan. 8, 50-44.

Nov. 15 @ Echols County 46-40 L
Nov. 17 vs Clinch County 70-68 W
Dec. 1 vs Suwannee 61-27 W
Dec. 4 @ Branford 64-37 W
Dec. 7 vs Florida State Univ. 56-36 L
Dec. 14 vs Hilliard 63-46 L
Dec. 15 vs Madison County 47-36 W
Dec. 20 @ Lafayette 58-51 W
Dec. 22 @ Columbia 56-52 W
Jan. 8 vs Branford 50-44 W
Jan. 11 vs Lafayette 64-52 L
Jan. 18 @ Madison County 50-44 W

On Sunday, Feb. 10,
2013, a very important
event will occur in my
hometown of White
Springs, Florida - the
dedication of our newly
constructed White
Springs Public Library.
Located on US 41 North,
the newly constructed li-
brary is a beautiful facil-
ity, and it will be utilized
by many citizens in our
area "Around the Banks
of the Suwannee".
There is so much talk

these days about the im-
provement of literacy
skills and literacy levels.
Not too many years ago,
I read a book entitled:
"Cultural Literacy: What
Every American Needs
to Know" by E.D. Hirsch
Jr. In the book, Hirsch
states that many chil-
dren in the United States
are being deprived the
basic cultural knowl-
edge that will be re-
quired to function in a
contemporary society. I
am not going to com-
ment here whether I
agree or disagree with
Hirsch, but I did find the
book compelling and the
premise very thought
provoking. I also found
that there are areas es-

poused in the book that
every American should
know that I did not. 
Where did I find this

book? I found it-in my
public library. I read
about it in the New York
Times Review of Books,
and I was able to pro-
cure it and check it out
through my public li-
brary.
There are a few insti-

tutions and events that
are "uniquely Ameri-
can". Our library system
is one of them. One of
our nation's "Founding
Fathers," Benjamin
Franklin, who is often
associated with the dis-
covery of electricity is
also famous for the es-
tablishment of one of
America's first "lending
libraries" in Philadel-
phia, Penn. He believed
all Americans should
have access to good
books and research ma-
terials. For many years,
only the wealthy and
privileged had access to
books in this nation. The
same was true in most
other nations around the
world and in some, sad-
ly, this is still true.
The establishment of

our American library

system gave everyone
an opportunity to read,
to explore, to discover.
And what a gift that is.
In our "home" here

Around the Banks of the
Suwannee, we have
been and are blessed
with those who have
championed the cause of
public libraries and the
public library system. I
know I will miss a num-
ber of folks here, but I do
want to mention some
who "stand out" in my
mind.
Mr. Danny Hales Jr.,

retired director of the
Suwannee River Region-
al Library System. I real-
ly could not write
enough in this column to
express the gratitude for
the many positive con-
tributions Mr. Hales
made to our public li-
braries in this area. He
demonstrated a love for
this area and its citizens
in his coordination of the
library system.
Mrs. Tracy Woodard,

our current librarian in
White Springs, does an
outstanding job operat-
ing our town's library
which truly serves as
more than a place to
"check out" books, mag-
azines and utilize up to
date technology. The li-
brary serves as an "unof-
ficial" community infor-
mation exchange and
learning center utilized
by many individuals to
learn about the history,
geography and the cul-

ture of our beautiful
area. Mrs. Woodard,
along with her staff,
Marlene Shaw, Mary
Lou Bullard and Beth
Kerr, do a great job as-
sisting library patrons
each day. I know this
kindness and assistance
will continue when they
are in their new home
just "up the road" a bit. It
will be a different, mod-
ern facility, but the staff
will continue to serve li-
brary patrons in the
same friendly and pro-
fessional manner.
I would also like to

thank Mrs. Betty
Lawrence, our present
director of the Suwannee
River Regional Library
System for all her hard
work, caring guidance,
patience and profession-
al direction in bringing
this project to fruition.
Thank you, Mrs.
Lawrence. 
Thanks goes to Potash

Corp of White Springs.
Had it not been for the
very generous contribu-
tion of Potash Corp in
excess of $300,000, the
White Springs Public Li-
brary would not have
been possible. I want to
especially thank Mike
Williams, the public in-
formation director for
Potash. Mike grew up in
White Springs, and he
worked tirelessly to help
us with procuring these
needed funds from
Potash. Thank you,
Mike.

Thanks goes out to the
Camp family. This fami-
ly has roots that run
deep in the soil of
Hamilton County. The
Camp family was
prominent in the estab-
lishment of White
Springs, and they figure
prominently into much
of the history of our
beloved Sunshine State.
They generously donat-
ed the land on which the
library is situated.
Many thanks to the

Hamilton County Com-
mission for all their gen-
erosity, hard work and
financial contributions.
We appreciate our coun-
ty commission, especial-
ly our commissioner
from District 4, Rev.
Randy Ogburn. Our
gratitude is extended to
our Hamilton County
Road Department and
Maintenance Depart-
ment. 
I also want to thank, in

advance, renowned vi-
sual artist, John Bunker,
Jacksonville. John
Bunker grew up in
White Springs and after
graduation from White
Springs High School
went on to pursue his
education in the field of
art at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity. He became the cu-
rator of the Cummer
Gallery of Art in Jack-
sonville and a renowned
visual artist. He gra-
ciously donated one of
his original works to the
White Springs Public Li-

brary, and we are so
grateful for his generous
contribution. Library pa-
trons will enjoy this
beautiful work of art for
many years. 
Many thanks also to

Wainwright Construc-
tion, Live Oak, for all
their hard work on the
building, as well as the
Town of White Springs
for their cooperation.
Maya Angelou stated:

"It takes a village to raise
a child." I do know in the
case of our White
Springs Public Library, it
took the efforts, hard
work and cooperation of
many individuals and to
each we owe such a debt
of gratitude.
This facility will serve

as a place of learning, re-
laxation, conversation
and where ideas are ex-
changed. I am so pleased
our area "Around the
Banks of the Suwannee"
is the fortunate benefi-
ciary of such a great
place that will shape the
lives of the present gen-
eration and generations
to come. Come join us on
Sunday, Feb. 10, 2013,
from 2 till 4 p.m., as we
formally dedicate our
White Springs Public Li-
brary "Around the Banks
of the Suwannee".
From the Eight Mile

Still on the Woodpecker
Route north of White
Springs, wishing each of
you a day filled with joy,
peace and, above all, lots
of love and laughter.

Trojans take the Tigers
Lose to Melody Christian 

Lady Trojans beat Madison County

These two Hamilton County Lady Trojans defend against a
Lafayette Hornet. - Photos: Ben Daniel (Jasper Studios)

Put it in, pretty as can be.

Trojans secure possession of the ball. 
- Photos: Ben Daniel (Jasper Studios)



PAGE 7ATHURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2013 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton Coun-

ty Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

Jan 14, Kenneth
Jerome Taylor, 46, 1034
SW 4th St, Jasper, FL, In
for Court, HCSO-Cribbs

Jan 14, Terrance
Antwon McClain, 29, PO
Box 512, Jasper, FL, VOP
O/C Agg Battery,
HCSO-Cribbs

Jan 14, Gloria Arlene
Allen, 49, 456 NW Ben-
ford Glen, White
Springs, FL, DWLS/R,
WSPD-Gould

Jan 14, Bruce Torrence
Walker, 36, 471 SE Lil-
lian Loop Apt 102, Lake
City, FL, DWLS, HCSO-

Murphy
Jan 16, Howard James

Schultz, 39, 10930 SE
25th Ave, Trenton, FL,
DWLS, Drug Equip
Posses, Poss Meth W/I
to Sell, Attach Tag Not
Assigned, Drive Exp Li-
cense +4 Months, FHP-
Hughes

Jan 16, Stephanie Dar-
lene Contris, 32, 1398
White Ave SE, Live Oak,
FL, DUI, HCSO-T. Grif-
fin

Jan 17, Eric Devon
Brooker, 24, 410 SW 12th
Ave, Jasper, FL, NVDL,
JAPD-McGauley

Jan 18, Joshua Jermane
Armstead, 22, 116 SW
6th Street, Jasper, FL
Dealing in Stolen Prop-
erty, HCSO-Elbert

Jan 18, Lavare Detron
Williams, 18, 10494 NW
36th Dr Apt 1, Jasper, FL,
Dealing in Stolen Prop-
erty, HCSO-Elbert

Jan 18, Johnnie Lee
Temple, 52, 1203 Plum St
Apt B-5, Jennings, FL,

Disorderly Intox, JNPD-
Harvey

Jan 19, John Wayne
McCloud, 23, PO Box
965, Jasper, FL, Battery
(DV), JAPD-Akins

Jan 20, Mark Allen
Cole, 50, 1317 Russell St,
Chattanooga, TN, Poss
of less than 20 grams,
Poss of Drug Para, DTF-
Brownfield

Jan 20, James Dudley
Cole, 23, 1317 Russell St,
Chattanooga, TN, Poss
of less than 20 grams,
Poss of Drug Para, DTF-
Brownfield

Jan 20, Raymond
Nicholas Phillips, 22,
5824 Taggort Dr, Chat-
tanooga, TN, Poss of less
than 20 grams, Poss of
Drug Para, DTF-Brown-
field

Jan 20, Ian Weber
Pearson, 38, 955 Cravens
Rd, Chattanooga, TN,
Poss of Drug Para, Poss
of less than 20gr, DTF-
Brownfield

ARREST RECORDS

The Hamilton County School Board
will conduct a public hearing on
Monday, February 11, 2013. It will
begin at 5:45 p.m. in the Board Room
of the school dis- trict administration
building in Jasper, Florida. The
purpose of the hearing is to consider
changes to the following board
policies:

This year’s Special
Olympics competition
will be held at Hamilton
County High School on
Saturday, March 16 be-
ginning at 9 a.m. Hamil-
ton County is hosting
the area competition that
will bring folks in from
Alachua, Baker, Brad-
ford, Columbia and

Marion counties, as well
as from Hamilton.
Everyone is invited to at-
tend.

For more information,
or if you would like to
volunteer your time for
this special event, con-
tact Helen Udell at 386-
397-2563 or 904-504-
5632.

Baseball/Softball signups in Hamilton Coun-
ty are January 7 through February 8. Cost is
$50. Late registration is February 9-22 at a cost
of $60.

Little One: Age 4 and Under: $35
T-Ball: Age 6 and Under: $45
Rookie League: Ages 7&8: $50
Minor League: Ages 9&10: $50
Major League: Ages 11&12: $50
Senior League: Ages 13&15: $50
Softball: Ages 7 to 16: $50
So get signed up and let's have a great spring

season!!!

Special Olympics
is March 16

Baseball/Softball
signups
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 787630

 *

 NEW 2013 
 JEEP COMPASS

 $ 299 *
 per month

 $ 289 *
 per month

 NEW 2013 
 CHRYSLER 200

 NEW 2013 
 JEEP PATRIOT

 NEW 2013 
 DODGE AVENGER

 NEW 2013 RAM   1500 
 QUAD BIG HORN

 $ 27,661 *

 24 MO LEASE, 2,999 DAS

 NEW 2013 DODGE DART

 SUNBELT LIVE OAK SAYS THANKS BY OFFERING TREMENDOUS DEALS DURING THEIR... SUNBELT LIVE OAK SAYS THANKS BY OFFERING TREMENDOUS DEALS DURING THEIR...

 $5450 Total Values $5450 Total Values $5450 Total Values

 per 
 month

 $ 149 00* $ 149 00*

 $ 289 *
 per month

 $ 299 *
 per month
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