
By Joyce Marie Taylor
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A spectacular Christ-
mas lights display is
scheduled to kick off
on Thanksgiving,
Thursday, Nov. 22 at
dusk, compliments of
the Daniels and
Hawkins family.
The year 2012 will

mark the 15th year that
the Daniels and
Hawkins family will be
decorating their yard
and presenting their
Christmas Spectacular
Lights Display at 4110
SW 100 Avenue in
Jasper. On Thurs. the
22nd, refreshments will
be served beginning at
5 p.m. and at dusk the
honorable Judge Peach
will have the honor of
turning on the lights
for everyone to enjoy.

SEE CHRISTMAS,
PAGE 6A

141ST YEAR, NUMBER 50 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2012 3 SECTIONS 24 PAGES                     50¢

n f l a o n l i n e . c o m

TheJasper News
Today’s Weather

Mostly sunny skies . High 71F. Winds
N at 7mph. Chance of rain 0%.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
71° F

40° F

 No Purchase Necessary Must Present Coupon Limit 1 Per Person  736
051

 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

At the Nov. 6 meet-
ing of the Hamilton
County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners, out-
going commissioners
Lewis Vaughn, dist. 3
and Ronny Morgan,
dist. 1, who are both re-
tiring, wanted to say a

few words about their
service to the county.
Robert Brown will be
taking over the dist. 3
seat and Beth Burnam
the dist. 1 seat on Nov.
20.
To the other commis-

sioners Vaughn said,
“It has been a pleasure

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Thanksgiving is Thursday, Nov. 22
and aside from the different meanings
the day holds for many people, tradi-
tions also play a big part in the celebra-
tion. While some will be feasting on

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

On Thurs., Nov. 15,
the Hamilton County
Veterans Memorial
Park Foundation be-
came official with the
formation of a com-
mittee and appoint-
ment of officers.
“The Hamilton

County Veterans
Memorial Park is soon
to be a reality,” said
committee chairman
Bo Beauchemin. 
The park will be lo-

cated in front of the
courthouse annex on
about a 2-1/2 acre par-
cel of land and will be

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County
Board of County Com-
missioners have contin-
ued their discussion on
ways to provide health-
care for area residents.
One option is to take ad-
vantage of a federal pro-
gram that assists rural

Locals look forward to Thanksgiving

Bob and Patricia Wynn. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Candy Bontrager and Barbara Butler.

ABOVE: Chuck Burnett
LEFT: HCSO Lt. Chip Belote

Old Trinity hospital to be demolished

Outgoing
commissioners
say goodbye

Ronny Morgan at his last
meeting as county commis-
sioner. 
-Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Lewis Vaughn says goodbye
to his fellow commissioners
and friends.

Christmas lights
display begins Nov. 22

Veterans Park

committee formed

Plans in the
works for
new rural
health clinic

Sweets N the
Street Festival

is coming
Dec. 8 PAGE 2A
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(L-R) Clay Lambert, Vice Chairman, Laura Dees, Treasurer, Su-
san Ramsey, Marketing Director/Community Liaison, Cecil
Davis, Secretary, Bo Beauchemin, Chairman. - Courtesy Photo:

Trinity Hospital: The old Trinity Community Hospital is slated to be demolished.
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Cham-
ber of Commerce will be
holding their 1st Annual
Sweets N the Street Festival
on Sat. Dec. 8 from 8 a.m.
until 8 p.m. in downtown
Jasper.
This year’s Christmas event

will be a full day of fun, arts,
crafts, amusements, food ven-
dors and a grand finale Christ-
mas parade down Hatley Street.
There may even be a surprise guest
who wears a red suit over his plump
belly and listens to children recite

their Christmas wishes. Rumor has it
he will be on the final float in the pa-
rade and then he’ll be the guest of

honor at Christmas in the Park.
Lineup for the parade is at
5 p.m. at the old middle
school at the school board
office. Judging will begin at
5:30, and then the parade

starts at 6 p.m. and will end at the
city park.
For more information or to learn
how you can participate as a
sponsor, as a vendor or enter
your float in the parade, call the
Chamber of Commerce at 386-

792-1300 or e-mail hamcoc@wind-
stream.net.

Sweets N the Street Festival
is coming Dec. 8

Les and Rachel Smyth

and an honor to serve in
this county and working
with you guys for 27
years. I’m going to miss
it, but most of all I’m go-
ing to miss you guys.”
Vaughn said he knew

his statement was short
and he wished he could
put 27 years of thoughts
into it, but the meeting
was about to adjourn.
“I, too, have been priv-

ileged to be able to serve
with you as a commis-
sioner and also as a
clerk,” said County
Clerk Greg Godwin. “It
will certainly be differ-
ent. I’m sure that your
predecessor sitting right
out there (Robert
Brown), he’s got some
big shoes to fill. He’ll do

well, but it will be a lot
different up here not
having the experience
and the friendship that
we had and established
over all these years. I
thank you for being kind
to me as a commissioner
and as a clerk. It’s been a
tremendous experience
for me in my life and I
appreciate it.”
Morgan said, “It’s

been a pleasure working
with you all on the
board. It was kind of sad
yesterday, sitting here
and thinking about go-
ing, and that today was
going to be my last day.”
He, too, expressed his

appreciation working
with the other board
members and serving
the county.
“I think we made a lot

of progress and made a
lot of improvements in
the county and I’m real-
ly proud of some of the
things we’ve done,” said
Morgan. “As sad as it
was yesterday, I was left
with a big smile this
morning because I went
in and voted. I was just
joyful this morning
knowing it was all com-
ing to an end. God closes
one door and he’ll open
another one somewhere
else. God bless you all
and God bless this coun-
ty.”
A send-off luncheon

was held at 12 noon after
the commission meeting
at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church Fellowship Hall
for both Vaughn and
Morgan.

Outgoing commissioners say
goodbye at Nov. 6 meeting
Continued From Page 1A

visible from US 41
through the city of
Jasper. With nearly
1,300 veterans in the
county, the park will be
a welcome sight for all
those who have served
in the military, as well
as for the entire com-
munity.
Aside from chairman

Beauchemin, Veterans
Service Officer Clay
Lambert will serve as
vice chair. Cecil Davis
was appointed secre-
tary, Laura Dees trea-
surer, and Susan Ram-
sey will serve as mar-
keting director/com-
munity liaison. Other
board members include
Emmett Mathis, Marty
Wood, Sr. and William
Mitchell.  

Beauchemin said the
board members formal-
ly named the commit-
tee Hamilton County
Veterans Memorial
Park Foundation and
agreed to form a non-
profit, 501c3 status cor-
poration, which will al-
low all donations to be
tax deductible.   
“The committee

agreed to memorialize
on the Wall of Honor,
the 41 Hamilton Coun-
ty residents who gave
their life for their coun-
try,” said Beauchemin.
They also agreed to

allow individuals to
purchase bricks or
pavers/plaques to rec-
ognize their loved ones
who have served or are
currently serving in the
military.   
The overall concept

of the park, the land-
scaping, electrical, irri-
gation and lighting, as
well as fundraising
methods were topics of
discussion at their first
meeting. 
“Construction is ex-

pected to begin within
the next 60 days,” said
Beauchemin.  
Anyone who desires

to make a donation to
the Park Foundation
can do so by contacting
Clay Lambert-VSO or
Laura Dees-Supervisor
of Elections, or mail a
check to 1153 NW US
Highway 41, Suite 1,
Jasper, Fl. 32052.  
If anyone has ques-

tions, feel free to con-
tact Bo Beauchemin at
386-855-1023 or Clay
Lambert at 386-792-
1272.

Veterans Park committee formed
Continued From Page 1A

turkey, ham and all the
scrumptious side dishes,
others will be lucky to
find a hot, healthy meal
anywhere, while still
others find themselves
having to go to work on
the holiday.
Supervisor of Elec-

tions Laura Deas, after
the grueling Nov. 6 elec-
tion process ended, said
she is looking forward to
being with her family
this Thanksgiving and
having dinner at home.
“We’ll be giving

thanks for what we are
fortunate to have,” she
said.
The Sunday before

Thanksgiving one fami-
ly does something really
special.
“We usually invite

people to our house who
do not have family that
live in the area,” said
Candy Bontrager.
“A lot of single

adults,” her mother Bar-
bara Butler, who works
at North Hamilton Ele-
mentary, added.
Chuck Burnett from

the Hamilton County
Recreation Department
said Thanksgiving is a
time for him to spend
quality time with his
family, since he is al-
ways working. He en-
joys playing ball with
his kids in the backyard
and then hanging out at
his famous tiki hut.
The Moffses kids, Tay-

lor and Catherine, and
their friend Lexie Parks

had some enjoyable
things to say about
Thanksgiving, especially
the fact the family gets
to celebrate the holiday
all together. 
When asked if they

had any special tradi-
tions, Taylor Moffses
said, “We eat till we
puke.” 
That can only mean

one thing. The cooking
must be mighty good at
the Moffses household.
Some folks have to

work on Thanksgiving
like Bob Wynn, who has
been with PCS Phos-
phate White Springs for
30 years. He and his wife
Patricia celebrate the
holiday the day after
Thanksgiving with din-
ner at home.
“It will be the tradi-

tional meal, just no
turkey,” Patricia Wynn
said. “We do ham.”
The Smyth family just

got moved into their
new home in Jennings
about a year ago. Dad
Les Smyth said they
have been building it for
several years.
For Thanksgiving, his

daughter Rachel Smyth
said, “We’ll have family
over if they’re in town or
near and we’ll have a big
dinner.”
Hamilton County

Sheriff’s Lieutenant
Chip Belote said he ab-
solutely has to have
duck dressing with the
holiday meal. 
“It’s been like this ever

since I can remember,”
he said.

Duck hunting season
starts the weekend be-
fore Thanksgiving.
“Everything else gets

put on hold that Satur-
day because I gotta go
shoot a mess of ducks to
make duck dressing the
next week for Thanks-
giving,” he said.
The Wednesday be-

fore the big feast Belote
rises early and cuts up
the ducks, using mainly
the breasts. Then he
tosses about three or
four of them into a crock
pot with a couple of big
onions and adds salt and
pepper.
“I let that cook on low

all day Wednesday and
all night Wednesday,”
he went on. 
On Thursday morning

before his wife gets up
to start making her corn-
bread for the dressing,
Belote aims for the crock
pot and removes the
cooked ducks. He
scrapes the meat off
with a butter knife,
which he said literally
falls off the bones. Then
all that shredded duck
meat and the duck broth
are mixed in with his
wife’s cornbread stuff-
ing. 
“You can’t eat a lot of

it, but it is delicious,” he
said. “That’s my little
quirky Thanksgiving
tradition.”
Belote added that if he

couldn’t go duck hunt-
ing he’d have to cancel
Thanksgiving.

Locals look forward to Thanksgiving
Continued From Page 1A

Laura Deas

Lexie Parks and Taylor and Catherine Moffses.



PAGE 3ATHURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2012 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 775413

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 November Specials

The White Springs Li-
brary invites you to at-
tend our Holiday on a
Budget: Managing Both
Time and Money presen-
tation scheduled for
Tues., Nov. 27 beginning
at 1 p.m. Strategies for
surviving and enjoying
the holidays with tips on
gift-giving, meal plan-
ning, and seasonal deco-

rating will be discussed.
A calendar of local holi-
day activities, refresh-
ments and door prizes
are included. Join us for
a festive celebration!

For more information
please contact the White
Springs Library at 386-
397-1389 or visit us at
12797 Roberts Street in
White Springs.

White Springs Library
holiday program set

Central Hamilton Elementary has chosen their Stu-
dents of the Quarter and Accelerated Reading Win-
ners of the Quarter. Congratulations to all of these
students!

CHE Students of the Quarter

Accelerated reading winners, 2nd grade, Iyanna Speights; 3rd
grade, Timothy Warfel.

Students of the quarter, Pre-K-Rena Morrison; Kindergarten,
Charles Walls; 1st grade, Kasey Warren.

Students of the quarter, 2nd grade, Gracelynn Steedley; 3rd
grade, Iyonna Cribbs.

Students of the quarter, 4th grade, Rachel Armstrong; 5th grade,
Gary Wright; 6th grade, Madison Register.

Accelerated reading winners, 4th grade Autumn Register; 5th
grade, Noah Kersey; 6th grade, Justin Roberson.

Amidst the Veterans
Day celebration and oth-
er festivities on campus
last week, former Hamil-
ton County High School
student, PFC Tiffanie
Williams, along with her
dad, Sgt. Anthony
Williams, visited the
school.  

Tiffanie looked razor
sharp in uniform and
her schoolmates, teach-
ers and staff were very

happy to see her. She has
just graduated from ba-
sic training in Paris Is-
land, S.C. and is on her
way to MCT training in
Jacksonville, N.C.  

We salute this Hamil-
ton High Marine and all
of our students in the
military.  When in town,
please come by HCHS to
say hello. We love seeing
our students return with
good news.

Former HCHS student
is now a Marine

PFC Tiffanie Williams with her father Sgt. Anthony Williams.
- Courtesy Photo

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The first ever wedding
ceremony was held in
the chapel at Suwannee
Valley Nursing Center
(SVNC) on Fri., Nov. 2
with residents Linda
Selph and John Daniels
tying the knot.

The chapel was deco-
rated in an array of fall
colors and was full of
family of the bride and
groom, numerous
friends, and the staff of
SVNC.

Rev. Albert Fry offici-
ated over the nuptials af-
ter Morris Morgan es-
corted Ms. Linda down
the aisle, as the wedding
march was played on
the piano by Arletta
Kline.

Madeline Weise had
the honor of singing a
very special song to the
couple called “Broken
Road.”

After the happy cou-
ple said,“I do”, a lovely
reception followed. Con-
gratulations to John and
Linda!

Wedding at SVNC

Linda Selph and John Daniels say “I do” at SVNC.

store and the Camp House with its adjoining tiny
school house.  What treasures!  The ongoing restora-
tion work going on at the Adams Country and some
of our area homes deserves many thanks. The Spring
and the remnants of the old spring house; this place
is the Genesis of White Springs and Florida tourism.
We are continuing to take the lead in facing up to
some of our water supply problems and I am thank-
ful for that.  My hope is that someday the spring will
regularly flow again.  The Suwannee River; one look
at most other rivers shows how much of them can be
over developed and polluted.  One look at the
Suwannee shows what they lost, what we still have
to be thankful for, even though it’s “ups and downs”
can be a challenge.  The Stephen Foster State Folk
Culture Center, one of the State Park systems crown
jewels. The spectacular Festival of Lights that brings
in 20,000 visitors.  The children of White Springs;
give them the opportunity to learn and grow and
they will make you proud!  Our HOPE Summer Pro-
gram for the kids proved that and the ongoing
“HOPE After School Program” will give our kids
and parents much more to be thankful for.  I am par-
ticularly thankful for volunteers. All of these good
things that happen in White Springs happen because
of people who care enough to get involved in a pos-
itive way.  Our many area churches;  God’s grace is
most often made evident through people that are
spiritually nourished and our White Springs church-
es assure us and comfort us and give us spiritual

With some repe-
tition from the
past, because

many blessings can be
constant, and with some-
thing new too, because
new blessings come each
year, I offer a column on
Thanksgiving.  Thanks-
giving in the White
Springs area affords us a

food for thought.  So, here’s a Thanksgiving toast to
the people of White Springs.  When you step up and
take a positive role, the job will get done, and no one
could ask for a better bunch of friends and neighbors 

Some folks are preparing to start their Christmas
Shopping.  We hope that you will remember that
each time you shop locally in Hamilton County, that
is a Christmas gift in itself.  Small businesses need
and deserve your support.  The gift shop in the park
supports many local entrepreneurs and has an excel-
lent selection of gifts made by area craftsmen.  I
know we don’t have as many small businesses as we
would like but let’s be sure to support the ones we
do have and hope for more in the future.

So, go forth with an attitude of gratitude for all the
good people and good things that are part of your
life in White Springs.  Happy Thanksgiving every-
one! 

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

time to reflect on many things and many people to
be thankful for.  Think of a moment in your life when
time seemed to stand still and you realized a thing of
wonder and beauty.  Think about the special people
that have made a positive difference in your life.  As
someone who has done a fair amount of traveling,
lived in three countries and six different states, I can
assure you that many of our blessings, both in peo-
ple and in things, are unique to our area.   Unfortu-
nately, as time goes by we often take these gifts for
granted, but on this day we should pause and reflect
on how special our blessings are.  I mean really, how
many other towns have a carillon tower to be thank-
ful for!!?  We truly have some special gifts here in
White Springs. Be sure to take a moment to stop and
count your special White Springs blessings this
Thanksgiving week.  I am particularly thankful
for…Our rich history and our historic district, each
and every home that is lovingly cared for, and for
some of our “showcase buildings” such as the So-
phie Jane Adams house, the Adams Brothers country

The Jasper News is seeking sports news from
school games. Photos and information would great-
ly be appreciated. You can be part of the newspaper
as a community journalist. Information and photos
will be credited to you. To submit, please email to
Jeff Waters at jeff.waters@gaflnews.com. Please send
two photos maximum at a time. Any questions?
Send an email or call 800-525-4182.

Community journalists
sought for sports 



One year ago I shared
with you all a Thanks-
giving poem I wrote in

1992.  Twenty years later
I share a new poem.
Thank you to all my
readers.  You make the
words come to life.

~Love to you and
yours,

Beth Harris

For dewdrops on the
moon and sun rises in

the east.
For fellowship with

loved ones over dress-
ing and roast beast.
For memories of my

Papa in tomatoes
canned with love.

For comfort in knowing 
he still watches up

above.
For the laughter of my
son’s ever shining grin.
For the strength to fall
down and get back up

again.
For butterflies and red

tailed hawks and the or-
ange and the blue.

For every day that falls
away another begins

anew.
To write and sing and
laugh as to my knees I

fall.
To say a prayer of

thankfulness to those
who gave their all.

For cries and frowns
and sighs to know al-

ways I will see.
A smile on the other
side waiting there for

me.
To the one who brings

the day with each rising
sun.

For hope that comes in
knowing there will be

another one.
For friends and enemies

alike, who both have
gifts to bear.

For the wisdom in the

lesson that God hides
everywhere

I’m thankful for it all, 
for everything, you see.
Everything that makes

us who we ever need to
be.

So celebrate the joy, the
tears, the laughter and

the cries.
The truth hidden just

beneath its cloaked and
masked disguise.

For all is all, and is, it is,
and whatever it will be.
Blessed be the Majesty

from Sea to Shining Sea.
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 I would like to thank  the voters for their  support in the primary,  general election of  district 1 for county  commissioner.
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I’m thankful for
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On October 31, Central Hamilton Elementary
School had their annual “Book Character Day”. Stu-
dents and staff dressed in their favorite book charac-
ter and were judged by grade level. 

“Character Day was a lot of fun for everyone,”
said Family Resource Specialist Julie Gant.

Central Hamilton Elementary Book Character Day

The “Alice in Wonder-
land” group, Tammy
Moffses as the Mad

Hatter, Trixie Bennett as
the Queen of Hearts,

Joanie Blue as the Red
Queen and Meneica

Kennedy as Alice.

Pre-kindergarten winners: 3rd
place, Rena Morrison; 2nd
place, Jadis McFadden; 1st
place, Kyler Hart.

Kindergarten winners:  3rd place, Breanna Simone; 2nd place,
Kyle Robidoux; 1st place, Anna Marie Worthington.

1st grade winners:   3rd place, Ahmiya Bell; 2nd place, Alexis
Fennell; 1st place, Valery Reynolds.

2nd grade winners:  3rd place, Adrianna McClain; 2nd place,
Dalton Wiggins; 1st place, Brea Davis.

3rd grade winners: 3rd place, Richard Forbes; 2nd place, Timo-
thy Warfel; 1st place, Melodi Hernandez.

4th grade winners: 3rd place, Bridgett Wilson; 2nd place, Rachel
Armstrong; 1st place, Cassidy Wiggins.

5th grade winners: 3rd place, Zed'keriah Washington; 2nd place,
Emily Johnson; 1st place, Kimberly Reynolds.

6th grade winners: 3rd place, Wynter Weiss; 2nd place; Tasire-
ous Townsend; 1st place, Alisha Lewis. - Courtesy Photos:



By Angie Land 

Happy Thanksgiv-
ing!!!  I hope this Thurs-
day finds your table sur-
rounded by people you
love and piled high with
wonderful dishes that
you enjoy…but most of
all, I hope that you take
the time to be thankful.
In Webster’s dictionary,
the word “thankful” is
defined as “conscious of
benefit received” and
“expressive of thanks.”
Those two definitions
taken literally could be
the ingredients for our
most blessed Thanksgiv-
ing Day ever.
“Being conscious of

benefits received” too of-
ten gets left out of our
busy lives.  Daily we
rush here and there, do-
ing this and that, and
while we are quick to
complain when things
don’t go our
way…rarely do we stop
and realize the benefit of
so much that is going
right!   This even pene-
trates our closest rela-
tionships…how often
we take the love and
concern of others for
granted, but how quick
we are to point out their
faults!  As I think about
this phenomenon, it oc-
curs to me that our busy
lifestyles might just be
the catalyst for so much
of our ungratefulness.
In Psalm 46:10, the Bible
instructs us to “Be still

and know that I am
God.”    Too often watch-
ing television seems to
be the only activity we
can get still for, instead
of intentionally stopping
to recognize the benefits
we have received.
The second part of the

definition is to be “ex-
pressive of
thanks”…that means
when you are thankful,
don’t keep it to yourself!!
In 1863, in spite of the
Civil War raging in
America, President
Abraham Lincoln be-
came conscious of the
benefits afforded our
country even during this
dark time and invited
the American people to
join him in an expression
of thanks.  The following
is an excerpt of his
proclamation: 
“The year that is draw-

ing towards its close has
been filled with the
blessings of fruitful
fields and healthful
skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly
enjoyed that we are
prone to forget the
source from which they
come, others have been
added, which are of so
extraordinary a nature,
that they cannot fail to
penetrate and soften
even the heart which is
habitually insensible to
the ever watchful provi-
dence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil
war of unequaled mag-
nitude and severity,
which has sometimes
seemed to foreign States
to invite and to provoke

their aggression, peace
has been preserved with
all nations, order has
been maintained, the
laws have been respect-
ed and obeyed, and har-
mony has prevailed
everywhere except in
the theatre of military
conflict…No human
counsel hath devised nor
hath any mortal hand
worked out these great
things. They are the gra-
cious gifts of the Most
High God, who, while
dealing with us in anger
for our sins, hath never-
theless remembered
mercy. It has seemed to
me fit and proper that
they should be solemnly,
reverently and grateful-
ly acknowledged as with
one heart and one voice
by the whole American
People. I do therefore in-
vite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United
States, and also those
who are at sea and those
who are sojourning in
foreign lands, to set
apart and observe the
last Thursday of Novem-
ber next, as a day of
Thanksgiving and Praise
to our beneficent Father
who dwelleth in the
Heavens…”
What a powerful mes-

sage and solemn re-
minder! Our country, as
well as our personal
lives, continues to suffer
its share of struggles, but
we have also been great-
ly blessed. How should
we express our grati-
tude?  As you sit around
the table on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, why not share
what God has done for
you this year…His bless-
ings for which you are
thankful.  In the process,
be sure to share with
those present why you
are thankful for them.  In
Psalm 96, the psalmist
sings out his praises to
God, overwhelmed by
all that God has done.
Verse 7 says to “Ascribe
(meaning to give credit)
to the Lord “O families
of nations…” The best
testimonies come out of
hearts full of apprecia-
tion for what God has
done, and we all could
use a healthy dose…be-
cause our hearts matter!

Give Thanks!
Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net 

By Hugh Sherrill

This morning I read a
disturbing letter to the
editor.  While I know the
writer was probably be-
ing sarcastic, these are
thoughts that should
never enter our minds.
The reason America is in
the shape it is in is be-
cause so many have al-
ready put God aside, the
Bible aside, and have put
their trust in what a man
or a political party could
do for us as Americans.
The theme of the Book

of Ecclesiastes, written
by Solomon, is “Man’s
Reasoning”; reasonings
about life.  It represents
the world-view of one of
the wisest men that ever
lived.  He knew that God
would bring everything
into judgment.  The con-
cluding chapter rises to
the level of the fear of
the Lord and obedience
to His commandments.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
says: “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole
matter: fear God and
keep His command-
ments, for this is man’s
all.  For God will bring
every work into judg-
ment, including even se-
cret things, whether
good or evil”.  I recom-
mend that all study this
Book.
I know that America

has fallen from the great
nation we once were
when truly in “God we
did trust”.  I don’t, nor
expect it to ever be that
nation again; but that
does not mean we as
Christians should not
still stand up for God
and His principles.  We
should speak louder
than ever against what is
wrong in America.  The
biggest problem that

America has today, I be-
lieve, is the church.  I
saw this past year by far
more church people talk-
ing politics than I did
those speaking up for
God.  I saw more preach-
ers speaking on who we
ought to vote for than
ever before in my life
time.  Even they don’t
seem to realize that no
man can make a differ-
ence, especially if he is
not Godly himself.
Every God called
preacher out there
should, just as Paul said,
“Preach the word! Be
ready in season and out
of season.  Convince, re-
buke, exhort, with all
long suffering and teach-
ing” (II Tim. 4:2 NKJ).
Jesus said in Luke 19 “To
occupy till He comes”.
That means “to be
busy”, “to hold posses-
sion of”.  Paul wrote to
the Ephesians 5:14-17
“Therefore He says:
Awake you who sleep,
arise from the dead, and
Christ will give you
light.  See then that you
walk circumspectly
(very carefully, watch-
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Obituary

 OBITUARY INFORMATION

 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com

 757783

 768118

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church 
 directory, 

 please call 
 Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 GREATER DASMASCUS CHURCH
 Jesus, Family, Community

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 229-469-6812

 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am to 11am
 Weekly Bible Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm
 Noon Day Prayer Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12pm to 1pm

 320 9th SW Ave
 Jasper, FL 32052  768117

 773865

 Valdosta - 229-242-8873
 Waycross, Tifton, 
 Jesup, Douglas

 1/4 Mile West of I-75 | US Hwy 90 West
  LAKE CITY, FL •  (386) 243-8335

  Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am-6pm | Sun - Closed

 EBT

 Why Not Fresh?

 N ORTH  F LORIDA  N ATURAL  B LACK  A NGUS
 Premium quality beef from our family farm. NFNBA is raised on green pastures and natural grains with
 NO added hormones, antibiotics or animal by-products . NFN is locally processed, USDA certified and 
 dry aged  for tenderness and full flavor. We are committed to producing beef for our family and friends 
 that is nutritious and delicious ~  Naturally!

 776325

 W EEKLY  S PECIALS

 M eat  Produce

 The Market, Meat, Produce and More!

 Offering Local & Fresh Foods

 www.whynotfresh.com

 Butterball Turkeys
 (Raised without Hormones)

 69 ¢ lb

 Butterball 3lb. Turkey Breast  $ 3 99 lb

 $ 2 59 lb

 Fresh Acre Peas  (Fresh Shelled) Available

 Prices Good 
 11/19 - 11/24

 Whole Pork-Loin 
 (Boneless)

 Smithfield Spiral Hams
 (Pecan Praline, Caramel Apple, Reg. Glazed)

 Sweet Potatoes

 Celery

 Pineapples

 $ 1 69 lb

 Pork Cutlets  $ 1 99 lb

 $ 1 29

 Specialty Items

 Local Pecans
 (Halves & pieces)

 $ 8 99 lb

 Mrs. Leslie’s 10 Layer Cakes

 Whole $ 39 00  Half  $ 24 00

 Happy Thanksgiving from Our Family to Yours

 Amish Pumpkin Butter
 1/2 Pint Jar

 $ 2 99

 bunch
 $ 2 99

 each

 Boston Butt  $ 1 69 lb

 “Now Available”
 Rack of Lamb

 Sister Schuberts Dinner 
 Yeast Rolls

 $ 8 99  30 CT.

Thelma Walker Skinner

Nov. 15, 2012

Thelma Walker
Skinner, 75,
Live Oak, Fla.

passed away on Thurs-
day, Nov. 15, 2012 after a
long illness. The Im-
mockalee, Fla. native
moved to Live Oak from
Perry. She was a member
of Westwood Baptist
Church. Mrs. Skinner is
survived by her husband
of 58 years: Fain Skinner,
Live Oak, Fla.; one
daughter: Kathy &
Arnold Avriett, Jasper,
Fla.; two sons: Michael
Bryace “Cog” & Cher
Skinner, Live Oak, Fla.,
Ronnie & Suellen Skin-
ner, Live Oak, Fla.; one
sister: June Pridgeon,
Perry, Fla.; one brother:
Hamp & Iona Walker,
Shady Grove, Fla.; three
grandchildren: Fain &
Hannah Skinner, Live
Oak, Fla., Michelle &
Bobby Pogue, Cusseta,
Ga, Stevie & Kevin Dash-
er, Live Oak, Fla.; four
great-grandchildren:
Kole & Kale Skinner,
Cayden Pogue and Kens-
ley Dasher. Services
were held at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Nov. 18 at West-
wood Baptist Church
with Dr. Jimmy Dees of-
ficiating. A visitation
was held on Saturday,
Nov. 17 at Daniels Fu-
neral Home.
Daniels Funeral

Homes & Crematory,
Inc., of Live Oak and
Branford, Fla. in charge
of arrangements.

Heart Matters
Happy Thanksgiving

In God we ought to trust

SEE IN GOD, PAGE 6A



Just realized this is a
holiday weekend and
will need to get news in
early, so will try to be
quick about it.

Hope you are all
ready for a great
Thanksgiving weekend
-   shouldn't we always
feel that way, make
each day a day of
Thanksgiving, but
years ago this particu-
lar time was set for re-
minding us, to make us
remember that we can
always find something
for which to be thank-
ful.

We attended the
County Union Thanks-
giving service at First
Baptist, Jasper, on Sun-
day evening, following
a flag football game be-
tween First Baptist and
Burnham Christian
Churches, don't know
who won.   The tradi-
tional Thanksgiving
feast was served at
First Baptist, with local
special dishes, a large
variety from faithful
Hamilton County
chefs.   Following the
game and the feast,
there were coaches
from Hamilton County
High School, Madison
County, Jefferson
County and Lafayette
County (hope I got that
right, if not I will stand
corrected) each coach
spoke about his associ-
ation with Fellowship
of Christian Athletes,
did not get the names
of the coaches, but each
had a very heartfelt tes-
timony about his asso-
ciation with Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, it
is great to know that
our young people have
coaches who have the
right influence on the
lives of our young peo-
ple.

It is quiet around our
area today, I guess it

was yesterday, just
learned that the new
Superintendent of
Schools is being sworn
in this (Tues.) a.m., did
not realize how quiet it
is, looked out and in
the meantime learned
that the schools are
closed this week.  Now
I realize I had not been
hearing the buses or
traffic.   We ask for
guidance of our incom-
ing officials and bless-
ings on the staff mem-
bers and the students,
as well as families in-
volved.

We will have more
about it next week, but
ask that you be think-
ing about this, The
Hamilton County
Chamber of Commerce
is planning the first
Sweet N the Streets
Festival in Jasper to be
held Saturday, Decem-
ber 8, the Chamber will
be expanding strong
advertisement in this
effort and believe the
Streets N the Streets
Festival should benefit
the entire Hamilton
County area.   The
Chamber is asking you
to join in their efforts in
the form of a donation,
no matter what
amount, to make a fes-
tival a success.  You are
offered different spon-
sor levels as a thank
you.   As a special in-
centive $500 level or
higher sponsors will re-
ceive a free booth space
to promote their busi-
ness during the Sweets
N the Street Festival.
Your support will be
appreciated, thank you
in advance for your do-
nation, any questions
or concerns, contact the
office at 386-792-1300.
More info next week
also, but in the mean-
time, give us a call.

Wishing each of you
a very Happy and
Blessed Thanksgiving.

Lillian Norris, 
386-792-2151

norrislw@wind-
stream.net
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ful), not as fools but as
wise, redeeming the
time, because the days
are evil.  Therefore do
not be unwise, but un-
derstanding what the
will of the Lord is”.

The election is behind
us, we can’t change it.
The things that go on in
Washington now we can
do nothing about.  More
than ever in the history
of American, it is time
for the church to come
back to God.  Now is not
the time to give up.  I
heard someone say the
other day after the elec-

tion “they felt like
America was gone be-
cause two states by pop-
ular vote voted for same
sex marriage, other
states voted for the
recreational use of mari-
juana, and an openly
gay person was voted
into the Senate”.  All this
was here before the elec-
tion.  No matter who is
in the oval office, it
would still be here.

To change America,
the church has to change
back to God.

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43

@comcast.net

In God we ought to trust
Continued From Page 5A

Ward Daniels said
he’s been working on
this year’s display since
the first week in October
and he’s been spending
about 12-14 hours on
weekends getting all the
displays set up, most of
which are animated. All
of the displays, Daniels
said, tell a story.

“I built 95 percent of

everything,” said
Daniels. 

Thursdays through
Saturdays draw the
biggest crowds and
some weekends, he said,
traffic is bumper to
bumper outside his
home. One year, he said,
a man came all the way
from Canada to see the
lights.

The lighting display
will be up from Thanks-

giving evening until
Christmas night when
Daniels will turn off the
lights. Then he will
spend his Christmas va-
cation taking everything
down and storing it un-
til next year. 

One thing Daniels is
cautious of is the rain, so
if it’s drizzling out he
opts for safety and does-
n’t turn on the lights.
When asked how much

his electric bill goes up,
Daniels said it normally
costs him an extra $300
for the entire six week
period that the lights are
lit.

Be sure to stop by dur-
ing the holidays to see
for yourself just how
amazing it is because
Ward Daniels says it is
better than any other
light display you have
ever seen.

Christmas lights display begins Nov. 22
Continued From Page 1A

counties through the De-
partment of Health and
Human Services. The
Rural Health Clinic Ser-
vices Act of 1977 was en-
acted to address an inad-
equate supply of physi-
cians serving Medicare
beneficiaries in rural ar-
eas and increase the use
of nurse practitioners
and physician assistants. 

County Coordinator
Danny Johnson stated a
couple of clients who
were interested in bring-
ing healthcare services
to the county have
looked at the old Trinity
Community Hospital
building to determine
whether or not it could
be utilized for a health-
care clinic. Johnson said
they basically said they

weren’t interested in us-
ing the old building.

“They said it was an
eyesore,” Johnson said.

Commissioner Josh
Smith stated he was con-
cerned about parking is-
sues and liability risks if
the existing structure
were to be used for a
clinic, as well as func-
tionality of the current
building.

Commissioner Lewis
Vaughn felt the only
thing to do is to demol-
ish the building because
it is unknown what kind
of mold, bacteria or oth-
er harmful substances
could possibly be con-
tained inside.

Commissioner Harry
“Buster” Oxendine
brought up a tax deed is-
sue, which is how he
said the county acquired

the property. He asked
whether or not they had
the authority to tear
down the building.

Attorney John Mc-
Cormick stated, “You’re
cleaning up something
that could be a liability
issue, or a health, safety
and welfare issue here.
Children could go in
there and play. In the
law that’s called an at-
tractive nuisance.”

A motion was made,
seconded and approved
to have the county road
department move for-
ward and begin demoli-
tion of the old hospital
building, pending legal
review of the county’s
right to destroy the
building.

“The existing clinic
building near the hospi-
tal will not be torn down

and would be utilized
as  the proposed  rural
clinic,” said County
Clerk Greg Godwin. 

Meanwhile, a Request
for Proposal of the rural
health clinic will be sent
to the hospital board for
review.

Although the old Trin-
ity Hospital building has
a long history and many
in the community may
object to the demolition,
the county felt it was in
the best interests of
everyone concerned to
move forward with de-
struction of the building.
Numerous details still
need to be discussed and
decided upon between
the county commission
and the hospital board
before the project can
move forward, accord-
ing to Godwin.

Old Trinity hospital to be demolished
Continued From Page 1A

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

Tim Sagul, of the
Suwannee River Water
Management District
(District), was honored
for 10 years of outstand-
ing service at the Dis-
trict’s Governing Board
meeting on Nov. 15.

Sagul joined the
Suwannee River Water
Management District as a
water resource engineer.
Sagul is a professional en-
gineer and has a B.S. in
Agricultural Engineering
and M.E. in Civil Engi-
neering from the Univer-
sity of Florida. He is cur-
rently the Resource Man-
agement Division Direc-
tor.

He has worked in wa-
ter resources related engi-
neering in the regulatory
departments of three of
Florida’s Water Manage-

ment District’s. Addition-
ally, he has four years of
experience in the private
sector. This combination
of public and private sec-
tor experience has given
him a unique perspective
on water resources in the
State of Florida.

As the Resource Man-
agement Division Direc-
tor, Sagul’s responsibili-
ties include agricultural
team, engineering pro-
jects, as well as compli-
ance and enforcement of
water use permitting, wa-
ter well construction per-
mitting, and environ-
mental resource permit-
ting.

"I greatly appreciate
Tim's service to the Dis-
trict," said Governing
Board Chair Member
Donald Quincey.

Tim Sagul recognized by
SRWMD for 10 years of service
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