
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Animal control continues to be a problem in
Hamilton County and as such, resident Cindy
Pedicini addressed the Board of County Commis-
sioners at a recent meeting about the issue of animal
control, animal cruelty and animal neglect, stating
that the county needs to do more. She also said there
is dogfighting going on in the city and the county
that needs to be addressed.
County Coordinator Danny Johnson said, “The

last time anyone ad-
dressed this board there
was no animal control
officer in place. There is

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Susan Ramsey from the Eco-
nomic Development Council up-
dated the Hamilton County
Board of County Commissioners
recently on three current projects
she is working on; the LaBelle
project, Project Real and Love’s
Truck Stop. 
Ramsey also advised the board
that she was recently appointed
as chair for the Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy
Committee (CEDS) through the

North Florida Planning Council.
She has been working on the
committee for over a year and
said she is trying to ensure that
rural counties are not overlooked.
Ramsey said the Economic De-
velopment Council is concentrat-
ing on bringing in manufacturing
and industrial businesses to
Hamilton County because that is
the type of workforce they have
to offer. These types of business-
es, she said, are included in the
governor’s list of  businesses that

By Jeffry Boatright
jeffry.boatright@gaflnews.com

A Hamilton County man who vanished
into the Suwannee River while enjoying a
family outing  at the Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park in Live Oak remains missing, ac-
cording to Suwannee County Sheriff Tony
Cameron.

SEE COMBATING,
PAGE 12A

SEE MAN, PAGE 2A
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Partly cloudy with isolated thunder-
storms possible. High 93F. Winds SW
at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 30%.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
93° F
Precip: 30%

No Purchase Necessary
Must Present Coupon

Limit 1 Per Person 73
59
79

For Kids 12 & Under

Staff

A Jennings man was killed
July 19 after being struck by a
semi truck on US 41, north of
Plum Street in Hamilton
County, the Florida Highway
Patrol reported. 
Henry W. Bishop, 87, of Jen-
nings, was leaving a place of
business at an intersection of
US 41 and was attempting to
cross, FHP reported. Accord-
ing to FHP, witnesses report-
ed that Bishop stopped walk-

The Suwannee Music Foundation
in partnership with The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park announces
Suwannee Valley Flood Jam: A Bene-
fit for Suwannee, Hamilton and Co-
lumbia counties Aug. 17 & 18 at The
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park.
On June 24, 2012, Tropical Storm
Debby settled over north Florida for
four days, dumping more than 25
inches of rain in some areas of
Suwannee, Hamilton and Columbia

counties. The Suwannee River rose to
near record flood levels and dozens
of sinkholes developed around those
counties, destroying many business-
es and homes while making roads
impassable. About 1,500 families
were flooded out of their homes -
many left without shelter, cars,
clothes, food or any worldly posses-
sions. The flood affected over 10,000

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Greenwood School in
Jasper will remain open
for the upcoming 2012-
13 school year, the result
of a failed motion to
close the school that gar-
nered no support from
school board members.
At a July 23 special
called school board busi-
ness meeting, the status
of Greenwood School
was discussed at length
by parents, teachers, res-
idents and board mem-
bers before Superinten-
dent Martha Butler
made a recommendation
to close the school in ef-
forts to balance the bud-
get. Board member Gary
Godwin made a motion
to accept Butler’s recom-
mendation, however, it
died on the table for lack
of a second, so no vote
was taken. 
Last resort efforts now
to balance the budget
will most likely rest on
the shoulders of school
employees in the form of
furlough days to offset
an approximate $140,000
shortfall, Butler alluded. 
Greenwood is a spe-
cial needs school that
serves students K-12
from Hamilton, Suwan-
nee and Madison coun-

Jennings man killed when struck by semi 

VISITORS’ GUIDE TO NORTH FLORIDA - INSIDE

A Jennings man was killed on this section of US 41, north of Plum Street, after being struck by a semi truck on July 19.
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor 

Suwannee Valley Flood Jam
A benefit for flood victims in Suwannee,
Hamilton and Columbia counties.

Man who vanished
in river still missing

Combating animal control Economic updates

Three projects in the works for HamCo

Greenwood closure a no-go 

Suretta Bell with a special needs student pleads with the
board not to close Greenwood.

Greenwood School in Jasper is not closing. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

SEE THREE, PAGE 12A

SEE GREENWOOD, PAGE 2A

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Jasper woman has
been charged with nine
counts of mailing hoax
anthrax letters to United
States senators and oth-
ers, according to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investiga-

Woman
arrested for
mailing hoax
anthrax letters 

SEE JENNINGS, PAGE 12A SEE WOMAN, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Eric Devon
Brooker, 24,
Jasper, was ar-
rested on Mon-
day, July 23 by
the Hamilton
County Sheriff’s
Office in con-
nection with a
break-in and
robbery at the

Jasper Liquor Store that occurred on
Saturday, July 21, according to offi-
cials at HCSO.
Reports from the Jasper Police De-
partment show that they received a
call from the manager of the Jasper
Liquor Store located at 502 Hatley
Street West just after 10 a.m. on Sat.
July 20 regarding a burglary that
had already occurred. Upon arrival

Officer Morgan observed that the
front door glass had been removed
and was lying in the grass at the
rear of the store undamaged. The
store manager stated about $1,220
worth of alcoholic beverages, ciga-
rettes, cigars and currency was
stolen.
Surveillance video showed a black
male in white shorts and a black T-
shirt entering the business after re-
moving the door glass at about 5:15
a.m. The suspect appeared to be
wearing socks on his hands and his
face was covered up by his shirt and
a blue baseball cap, reports state.
The sheriff’s office report states
that prior to Brooker’s arrest by
HCSO, his girlfriend told officials
that Brooker’s mother had gone to
the store and spoke to the owner, of-
fering to pay for damages. Brooker
was later arrested by HCSO and
charged with unarmed burglary of
an unoccupied structure and
booked into the Hamilton County
Jail. His bond was set at $10,000.

Jasper Liquor
Store robbed

Suspect arrested 

Eric Devon Brooker



PAGE 2A THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2012THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

other people throughout
the tri-counties.

More than 25 bands
including Music Park fa-
vorites Peter Rowan,
The Lee Boys, Jamie
Davis, The Swingin'
Johnsons, The Heavy
Pets, The Legendary
JC’s, Donna the Buffalo
and many more will fill
up the special Suwannee
Valley Flood Jam line-
up.    

Two-Day Tickets are
$45 in advance, $65 at
the gate and include
primitive camping.

Single-Day Tickets are
$20 per day and are
available only at the
gate. Day tickets do not
include primitive camp-
ing.

An on-line charitable
auction will also be
available to those not
able to attend. Whether
in person or not, folks
will have the opportuni-
ty to bid on a variety of
great items including
artist memorabilia, dia-
mond and gold jewelry,
music instruments, col-
lectible items and much

more. Stay connected to
www.musicliveshere.co
m for updates, to view
the online auction and
to purchase tickets.

One hundred percent
of net profits from the
Suwannee Valley Flood
Jam will be donated to
locally based charities
Love INC based in Live
Oak and The United
Way based in Lake City.

Since the flood began,
the Suwannee Music
Foundation and The
Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park have part-
nered with Love INC to
deliver supplies and
provide relief to affected
households. These char-
itable efforts by music
lovers everywhere have
helped hundreds of peo-
ple who in this desper-
ate time of their lives
have virtually nothing.
Volunteers at both agen-
cies, along with many
others throughout the
three counties have do-
nated thousands of
hours to help family,
friends and complete
strangers, wading in
waist deep, contaminat-
ed water to bring out

precious personal be-
longings, prized chil-
dren’s toys and helping
families find suitable
temporary homes.

Suwannee Valley Flood
Jam Lineup  

Peter Rowan, Donna
The Buffalo, The Lee
Boys, The Swingin'
Johnsons, Jamie Davis,
The Heavy Pets, The
Legendary JC's, Mercy
Mountain Boys, Beebs &
Her Money Makers,
Flannel Church, State Of
Mind, Shane Pruitt,
Down The Hatch, Main
Stream, funkUs,
Asheville Flood Com-
mission, Stephanie Re-
nee & Wreckless, Randy
& Beth, Catfish Alliance,
Chroma, Applebutter
Express, Aquaphonics,
El Groundscoro, The Re-
solvers, The Funky
Seeds, DJ Craig Hen-
eveld, The Funky
Nuggets, Flt Rsk, $BIG
BUCKS$ CREW, DJ Tri-
clops, Kidd Yzer, DJ
Chef Rocc, C-Minus,
Vlad The Inhaler, Ma-
son Masters, Jeff Ran-
dall, DJ Ginsu and DJ
Natural.

Suwannee Valley Flood Jam
Continued From Page 1A

ties. Projected enroll-
ment for the 2012-13
school year at Green-
wood is 22 students;
nine from Hamilton,
seven from Suwannee
and six from Madison. 

At a budget workshop
on July 16, Director of
Business Services Bon-
nie Penner presented
the board with a revised
budget plan that depict-
ed the dollar savings to
the school district by
closing Greenwood.
This was done in an ef-
fort to rectify a $140,000
budget shortfall, al-
though the closure of
Greenwood only offered
a savings of about
$100,000. It was suggest-
ed that current Green-
wood students could be
melded into the cam-
puses at Central Hamil-
ton Elementary and
Hamilton County High
School, and that there
were sufficient services
and personnel to care
for their special needs.

For the students from
Suwannee and Madi-
son, Butler stated before
the meeting, “I have
spoken to the superin-
tendents in both coun-
ties and they have indi-
cated that they wish to
continue the services to
their students in Hamil-
ton County, regardless
of the location.”

It was an emotional
meeting as the commu-
nity came together to
denounce the recom-
mendation to close
Greenwood, which has
been in existence since
the 60s. Board members
watched and listened to
numerous parents and
teachers as they ex-
plained how critically
essential Greenwood
School is to the special
needs children in the
county and surrounding
communities in Suwan-
nee and Madison. Sever-
al of the special needs
students were in the au-
dience and board mem-
bers, after witnessing
firsthand how much
specialized care is need-
ed for these students,
were visibly moved to
tears, as were many in
the audience.

Jasper resident Lamar
Royals stated he has
been following the
school district’s budget
issues for about a year,
ever since he learned
they were about $1.5
million in the hole.

“My question is, what
are we going to do?” he
asked the board. “What
I have heard is we’ve
been in turmoil for al-
most a year about where
our schools are going.
We’ve had motions to
close South Hamilton
down in White Springs,
we’ve had motions to
close Central Elemen-
tary here, and I under-

stand now that there is
some decision going to
be made in reference
about closing Green-
wood.”

Royals said if board
members had spent any
time at all at Greenwood
they would be aware of
the fact that those stu-
dents are incapable of
handling the main-
stream school environ-
ment at Central and the
high school.

Greenwood parent
Shirley Houston plead-
ed with the board not to
close the school, stating
how beneficial the
school has been for her
special needs grand-
child who was not able
to improve in a Madison
County school.

“They told me it was-
n’t working,” she said.
“Now she writes her
name, she knows her
numbers and her letters
because of Greenwood.”

Houston praised the
teachers and staff at
Greenwood and said
her child has never done
as well at other schools
than she has done at
Greenwood.

“They’re devoted,
they give her a good
surrounding, because
we can’t do it all at the
home,” she added.

Debra Winfield from
Madison County has a
16-year-old child en-
rolled at Greenwood.
She explained how loud
noises, changes in daily
habits and outside chaos
in crowded situations
have affected her son at
previous schools before
she brought him to
Greenwood, which she
said is like a second
home to him.

“We got here (Green-
wood) and he turned
into a totally different
person,” she said. “He
still self-abuses, but
nowhere near (like be-
fore). He writes his
name, he knows sign
language, at first he
wouldn’t even put on
his underpants and now
he dresses himself. He
puts his own shoes on.”

Winfield said it would
be a terrible loss to close
Greenwood because it
has been such a blessing
in her child’s life.

Suretta Bell, a para-
professional at Green-
wood for over 20 years
spoke passionately on
behalf of a 16-year-old
boy who has cerebral
palsy. The young man,
she said, has been a stu-
dent at Greenwood
since the age of three.
He is unable to talk or
walk and spends a good
portion of his life in a
wheelchair.

Bell then passed
around to the board
photographs of Green-
wood students and all
the activities they are
able to be involved in at
the school, which would

be taken away if the
school were to close.

“The students that go
to Greenwood School
need a place where they
can be safe from being
teased, or confined to
one area all day,” said
Bell.

“That’s why the good
Lord has special places
for special people,” said
Bell. “At Greenwood the
students are treated like
people and given the at-
tention they deserve. As
for the staff at Green-
wood, their jobs are not
easy. They are required
to do things that normal
teachers or para-profes-
sionals are not required
to do, like changing dia-
pers, hand-feeding, es-
sential and medical ad-
ministration, documen-
tation, daily living skills,
cleaning up drool,
cleaning up throw-up,
cleaning up (bowel
movements).”

Bell said on the flip
side the staff at Green-
wood brings joy to the
lives of the children.

“They just want some-
one to love them for
who they are and the
condition that they
have,” she said.

ESE Coordinator Regi-
na Jordan was asked to
address the concerns of
all those who objected to
the closure, reiterating a
lot of what she said at
the previous board
meeting.

Board member Jeanie
Daniels was the first to
voice her objection to
closure of the school and
she stated she observed
a less confident attitude
from Jordan in her as-
sessment of moving the
Greenwood students to
Central and the high
school.

“You spoke with
much more certainty
last week,” Daniels said.

“I can’t be any more
certain than I am,” Jor-
dan countered.

Daniels continued,
stating that this week
her words sounded
more from the heart
than last week when it
was all about legalities,
to which Jordan replied,
“They both play an
equal part.”

Bell interjected that
there has been no transi-
tion period of adjust-
ment for moving the
students.

“Their behavior is go-
ing to be out of control,”
she said.

After all the discus-
sion and debate, the mo-
tion to close the school
died on the table due to
the lack of a second
from another board
member. Moments later,
after the audience final-
ly grasped what had just
happened, there was
loud cheering and ap-
plause that Greenwood
School was going to re-
main open.

Greenwood closure a no-go 
Continued From Page 1A

Cameron said the un-
named Hamilton County
man, who is in his 30s,
disappeared while wad-
ing in chest deep water
near the sandbar at the
Spirit of the Suwannee on

July 14 and hasn’t been
seen since.

Rescue workers and
divers from the Suwan-
nee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and other agencies
have combed the water
since the swimmer’s dis-
appearance, but have

been unable to locate him.
The high water levels

and rapid current posed
difficulties in the
searchers’ efforts, but the
descending waters have
been more conducive to
their search, Cameron ex-
plained.

Man who vanished in river still missing
Continued From Page 1A

tions. 
If convicted on all

counts, Kathryn Cohen
Allen, 45, faces a maxi-
mum penalty of 45 years
in federal prison.

According to the FBI,
between June 24, 2011
and June 28, 2011, Allen
mailed threatening let-
ters containing a white,
powdery substance to
the offices of United
States Senators Marco
Rubio and Bill Nelson.
She also mailed similar
letters to the Hamilton

County Correctional In-
stitution, the Hamilton
County Health Depart-
ment, the Hamilton
County Tax Collector’s
Office, the Florida De-
partment of Children
and Family Services, and
to three private citizens.
Field and laboratory test-
ing determined that the
white, powdery sub-
stance was not haz-
ardous.

The case was investi-
gated by the FBI, Joint
Terrorism Task Force;
U.S. Department of
Homeland Security,

Customs and Border
Protection; and the
Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office. It will be
prosecuted by Assistant
United States Attorney
Jay Taylor.

“This was a complaint
that was initially filed
with us. We did the pre-
liminary investigation
and when we were con-
tacted by the FBI we
turned everything over
to them,” HCSO Sheriff
J. Harrell Reid said.

Reid said it was the
FBI’s investigation that
led to Allen’s arrest.

Woman arrested for mailing 
hoax anthrax letters 
Continued From Page 1A

 Potashcorp will be 
 relocating mining equipment 
 across SE 137th Blvd, 1,000 
 feet west of the fire station, 
 between 7:00 AM and 4:00 
 PM, Tuesday, August 7, 2012 
 and across CR-132, 1.4 
 miles west of Genoa, FL., 

 between 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM, 
 Wednesday, August 8, 2012. 

 A by-pass road will be 
 provided around each site.

 754594˙

Bible Baptist
Church

4786 US Hwy 41 S
Jasper, FL

Clothes Closet
Will be closed until

further notice 
Church is still open 

NOTICE
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have been out west enjoying a well-deserved vaca-
tion and I’m sure Ben will have some interesting ob-
servations about some of the state and national parks
they visited. If he will share them with me, I will
share them with you in a future column.
Speaking of the Stephen Foster Park, I walked
down to the Spring House and peered down into
what used to be a beautiful crystal clear spring basin.
The park has done a good job of cleaning up the
Spring House after the flood and the river has
dropped enough that it is no longer back flowing
into the spring. There is a slight flow of dark water
coming out of the spring that smells ever so slightly
of sulphur. There is also a light oil sheen on the wa-
ter. In my opinion, it should be required viewing.
Sad though the sight may be, it adds to the sum total
of our knowledge and calls us to action to be respon-
sible stewards of our environment. If you do go to
take a look, as you stand there looking down into
what used to be a vibrant beautiful part of creation,
remember this saying. “There are no unsacred
places; there are only sacred places and desecrated
places.”
More on a positive note, there are workshops ga-
lore happening at the park and the next one up is

Magnetic Jewelry on
July 28 and Aug. 18.
Then on Aug. 11 is the
Craft Rendezvous! There
is always something go-

People in White
Springs know
how to celebrate!

Last Monday, a group of
more than 20 people got
together to give Asa and
Lucinda Gail Maynard a
sendoff for their annual
trek to Maine. Someone
joked that they had nev-
er seen a larger group

ing on here at Stephen Foster!
I want to give you a personal “heads up” about the
next Coffee House at the Foster Park. On Saturday,
Aug. 4 Mr. Johnny Bullard will be hosting! Johnny
and his family have a wide circle of friends that are
like the “Who’s Who” of Florida Folk Music. I’m
sure that this will be an outstanding Coffee House
and I plan on being there myself. It takes place in the
park auditorium from 7 – 9 p.m. and is free to the
public. Donations of intermission treats such as cake
or cookies go a long way towards keeping this tradi-
tion alive!  
For more information on park workshops or
events call 386-397-1920.
The thoughts and prayers of the White Springs
community to out to Mrs. Ouida Hardwick who is in
the hospital in Lake City and to Mr. Lawrence Udell,
whom I heard is in the VA Hospital in Gainesville.
Mrs. Hardwick and Mr. Udell, we miss you and we
hope to see you back home soon. White Springs
loves you!
Well, once again I have said just about enough! If
you have any news or information about future or
past goings on in our town or surrounding commu-
nity please share them with me. I would love to hear
from you and I hope to see you out and about, en-
joying life in White Springs.
Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com
386-269-0056

celebrating someone leaving town! The truth of the
matter is that this gathering was a testament to Asa
and Lucinda’s positive involvement in the commu-
nity life of White Springs.  They have worked “be-
hind the scene” on many of the special events that
happen in town and in the Stephen Foster Park. We
wish them safe travels and a speedy return to White
Springs.
Every now and then when I want a pizza I venture
down to Lake City to Brooklyn Boys.   On my last
visit there I was sad to hear that they were closing
and by the time you read this, they will already be
closed. I wish we had a restaurant that served pizza
in White Springs ... anyone interested?
A hearty “Welcome Back” goes out to Stephen
Foster Park Manager Ben Faure and his family. They

 Affordable  FULL
 Service Dental Care

 SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE!

 386-792-1190
 WWW.AmazingSmilesFL.com

 107 1st Ave SE Jasper, FL 32052
 Lic #DN16467 Emergency appointments available.

 Most PPO Dental Insurance Accepted
 NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

 Sorry No Medicaid  753663˙

 FREE
 Amazing Smiles Dental

 107 1st Ave SE  •   386-792-1190
 With this coupon. Not valid with other 
 offers or prior purchases  Expires  08-30-12. Uninsured patients only. D9310

 Denture or Dental Implant  Consultation  Complete Exam, Full Mouth, X-Rays & 
 Regular Cleaning

 With this coupon. Not valid with other 
 offers or prior purchases  Expires

  08-30-12. Uninsured patients only. New  Patients only. D0150, D0210, D1110

 $137.00
 Emergency Exam

 and X-Ray

 $57.00
 With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  or prior purchases  Expires 08-30-12.  
 D0140, D0220. Uninsured patients only.

 Emergency Care Today .   Great Smiles for Life!

 Patient Financing Available
 General & Cosmetic Dentistry

 WE NOW OFFER
 PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

 and

                   Clear Braces

 SAME DAY 
 TREATMENT

 10% OFF
 SENIOR DISCOUNT

 751455

It is never to soon to start planning
our next American Cancer Society Re-
lay for Life of Hamilton County and
we are seeking volunteers with new
ideas, lots of energy, likes to have fun
and raise money for a worthy cause. 
Our Relay of 2012 raised almost
$30,000 and for a community of our
size that is a great accomplishment.
This money was raised through spon-
sors, team fundraisers and relay
fundraisers and we hope to surpass
that amount at our 2013 relay. We

need your help in making this hap-
pen. 
You can become a committee chair,
serve on a committee, become a spon-
sor or form a team but we sincerely
would appreciate anything that you
could do to help in giving cancer pa-
tients more birthdays. 
We hope to see you on Monday,
July 30 at 6 p.m. For more information,
or if you would like to volunteer but
can not attend our rally, you can call
386-938-4293 after 5 p.m.

2013 Relay for Life committee rally

Due to the recent flooding & damages
to homes, hotels and local

businesses in Suwannee County &
surrounding areas, the Harlem

Legends Celebrity Basketball Game
has been rescheduled for venue

availability. 
The game to benefit the Girls & Boys
Club between the Harlem Legends
and Suwannee County All Stars will
now take place on Saturday, Sept. 29

at 4:30 p.m. in the Coliseum 
on 11th Street. 

All pre-sold tickets bearing the Aug. 4
date will still be honored at the door.

The H.C.H.S. Trojan Football
Booster Club will be selling BBQ
plates to help support our Varsity
Football Trojans this upcoming sea-
son. Plates will consist of BBQ pork
and two sides. We will be delivering
that day and pickup is available also.
If you or your business are interested
in purchasing a plate please contact
SunSations/Cathy Foster at 792-3538
or send us an email through the
booster Facebook page. We look for-
ward to seeing you and appreciate
your support!

HCHS Trojan
Football Booster

BBQ

FWC lifts Santa Fe 
boating restrictions

Santa Fe River floodwaters at the
Three Rivers gauge fell below 17 feet, al-
lowing for the deactivation of boating re-
strictions that have applied on the river
since June 29.
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-

vation Commission (FWC) lifted the
idle-speed, no-wake restriction on Zone
5, which runs from River Rise in O’Leno
State Park west to the confluence of the
Suwannee River. This 32-mile segment is
an idle-speed, no-wake zone as long as
the Santa Fe River is at 17 feet, as indi-
cated on the Three Rivers gauge, where
flood stage is 19 feet.

“The Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District verified the water level has
fallen below the required 17 feet at Three
Rivers,” said Capt. Martin Redmond,
area supervisor at the FWC’s Lake City
office.
“There are now no active idle-speed,

no-wake zones on the river system, but
we would request that boaters be consid-
erate of the flood victims’ attempts to re-
cover by operating in a manner that does
not create wakes in residential areas,”
Redmond said. 
FWC officers will continue to patrol

local waterways, looking for violations
such as boating under the influence and
careless/reckless operation.
An idle-speed, no-wake restriction

means a vessel must proceed at a speed
no greater than what is required to main-
tain steerageway and headway in that riv-
er zone. At no time is any vessel required
to proceed so slowly that the operator is

unable to control it or anything it may be
towing.
The Suwannee and Santa Fe rivers are

divided into five flood zones.
The other four zones are:

§  Zone 1. It runs from the U.S. 90
Bridge at Ellaville south to the State
Road 51 Bridge at Luraville. This 39-
mile segment becomes an idle-speed, no-
wake zone when the Suwannee River
reaches 47 feet or more at the Ellaville
gauge, where flood stage is 54 feet.

§  Zone 2. It stretches from the S.R. 51
Bridge at Luraville to Little River Spring.
This 18-mile segment becomes an idle-
speed, no-wake zone when the Suwannee
River reaches 26 feet or more above
mean sea level at the Branford gauge,
where flood stage is 29 feet.

§  Zone 3. It runs from Little River
Spring to the County Road 340 Bridge at
Rock Bluff.  This 23-mile segment is an
idle-speed, no-wake zone as long as the
Suwannee River is at 24 feet or more at
the Branford gauge.

§  Zone 4. It is from the C.R. 340
Bridge at Rock Bluff to one mile below
the Fowler Bluff Boat Ramp. This 51-
mile segment becomes an idle-speed, no
wake-zone when the Suwannee River
reaches 9 feet or more at the Wilcox
gauge, where flood stage is 11 feet.
To obtain real-time river level informa-

tion, visit www.mysuwanneeriver.com.

Driver license and vehicle 
inspection checkpoints 

The Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office will be
conducting driver license
and vehicle inspection
checkpoints until Sept. 30,
2012 in Hamilton County.
Recognizing the danger

presented to the public by
defective vehicle equip-
ment, deputies will con-
centrate their efforts on

vehicles being operated
with defects such as bad
brakes, worn tires and de-
fective lighting equip-
ment. In addition, atten-
tion will be directed to dri-
vers who would violate the
driver license laws of
Florida.
The sheriff’s office has

found these checkpoints to

be an effective means of
enforcing the equipment
and driver license laws of
Florida while ensuring the
protection of all motorists.
The checkpoints will be:
US 41, CR 145, NW

16th Avenue, CR 751, CR
25A, SR6W, SR 6E, CR
141, CR 143, CR 51, CR
249 and SR 129.



Tyler Warfel recently
attended the 2nd Annu-
al Genius Olympiad In-
ternational High School
Environmental Science
Fair held in Oswego,
New York on June 24-
June 29 on the campus
of New York University
at Oswego.

Tyler’s project, “The
Environmental Impact
that Farm Lands have
on the Ecosystems, A
Three Year Study”, re-
ceived honorable men-
tion during the awards
ceremony on June 28.
Tyler’s project sought to
determine if agricultur-
al production land has a
negative impact on soil
and runoff water. The
project was designed to

test if the different
types of fertilizer used

for farming affects the
soil and runoff water in

different ways. The
Genuis Olympiad is an
international high
school science, art, cre-
ative writing, and archi-
tectural design project
competition about envi-
ronmental concerns
with the goal of raising
the awareness of young
people of the environ-
mental issues facing our
world today and en-
couraging the develop-
ment of solutions to-
wards solving those en-
vironmental problems.

The Olympiad
brought together 248
projects from over 50
countries for the week
long competition. Tyler
qualified by winning
the Suwannee Valley
Science Fair in Lake
City in February and
went on to compete in
the State Science Fair in
Lakeland, Florida
where he received a
cash award from the
Florida Lake Manage-
ment Society. Tyler is
currently a junior at
Hamilton County High
School and previously
attended Central
Hamilton Elementary. 
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OPINION

Academic intelligentsia, their me-
dia, government and corporate enthu-
siasts worship at the altar of diversity.
Despite budget squeezes, universities
have created diversity positions, such
as director of diversity and inclusion,
manager of diversity recruitment, as-
sociate dean for diversity, vice presi-
dent of diversity and perhaps minis-
ter of diversity. This is all part of a
quest to get college campuses, corpo-
rate offices and government agencies
to "look like America."

For them, part of looking like
America means race proportionality.
For example, if blacks are 13 percent
of the population, they should be 13
percent of college students and pro-
fessors, corporate managers and gov-
ernment employees. Law professors,
courts and social scientists have long
held that gross statistical disparities
are evidence of a pattern and practice
of discrimination. Behind this vision
is the stupid notion that but for the
fact of discrimination, we'd be distrib-
uted proportionately by race across
incomes, education, occupations and

other outcomes.
There's no evi-
dence from any-
where on earth
or any time in
human history
that shows that
but for discrimi-
nation, there
would be pro-
portional repre-
sentation and an absence of gross sta-
tistical disparities, by race, sex, height
or any other human characteristic.
Nonetheless, much of our thinking,
legislation and public policy is based
upon proportionality being the norm.
Let's run a few gross disparities by
you, and you decide whether they
represent what the courts call a pat-
tern and practice of discrimination
and, if so, what corrective action you
would propose.

Jews are not even 1 percent of the
world's population and only 3 percent
of the U.S. population, but they are 20
percent of the world's Nobel Prize
winners and 39 percent of U.S. Nobel

laureates. That's a gross
statistical disparity, but
are the Nobel commit-
tees discriminating
against the rest of us? By
the way, in the Weimar
Republic, Jews were only
1 percent of the German
population, but they
were 10 percent of the

country's doctors
and dentists, 17
percent of its
lawyers and a
large percentage
of its scientific
community. Jews
won 27 percent of
Nobel Prizes won
by Germans.

Nearly 80
percent of the players in the National
Basketball Association in 2011 were
black, and 17 percent were white, but
if that disparity is disconcerting,
Asians were only 1 percent. Com-
pounding the racial disparity, the
highest-paid NBA players are black.
That gross disparity works the other
way in the National Hockey League,
in which less than 3 percent of the
players are black. Blacks are 66 per-
cent of NFL and AFL professional
football players, but among the 34
percent of other players, there's not a
single Japanese player. Though the
percentage of black professional base-
ball players has fallen to 9 percent,
there are gross disparities in achieve-
ment. Four out of the five highest ca-
reer home run hitters were black, and
of the eight times more than 100 bases
were stolen in a season, all were by
blacks.

How does one explain these gross
sports disparities? Might it be that the
owners of these multibillion-dollar
professional basketball, football and

baseball teams are pro-black and that
those of the NHL and major indus-
tries are racists?

There are some other disparities
that might bother the diversity peo-
ple. Asians routinely get the highest
scores on the math portion of the
SAT, whereas blacks get the lowest.
Men are about 50 percent of the pop-
ulation, and so are women, but there's
the gross injustice that men are struck
by lightning six times as often as
women. The population statistics for
South Dakota, Iowa, Maine, Montana
and Vermont show that not even 1
percent of their population is black.
On the other hand, in states such as
Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi,
blacks are overrepresented.

Finally, there's a disparity that
might figure heavily in the upcoming
presidential election. Twenty-four out
of the 43 U.S. presidents have been 5
feet 11 inches or taller, above our
population's average height. That is
not an outcome that would be expect-
ed if there were not voter discrimina-
tion based upon height. Mitt Romney
is 6 feet 2 inches tall, and Barack Oba-
ma is 6 feet 1 inch.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Stubborn ignorance
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

 *ATTENTION TO ALL WHO SUFFERED DAMAGES*
 Suwannee Land Fill & Envirowaste Hauling 

 is eager to help you!
 *Most of the flooded material has to go to a Class 3 

 landfill & WE are the only one in our county*
 We would like to offer discounted rates on disposal at our landfill 

 and on all of our roll off container services. 
 Let us place a container in your yard for easy disposal of damaged items & 
 demolition materials from repairs to your home and/or business. We are 

 conveniently located at 6897 CR 795 in Live Oak.

 Call Us Now For Immediate Delivery
 Several Sizes Available  386-208-8677

 750911dsv
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Local student competes in international high school science fair

Tyler Warfel 
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 Cash for junk vehicles
We pay cash $325 & up for big 

& small vehicles
No Title Necessary

Licensed ~ We also buy any 
kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

Open 7 days a week

CALL JUNK JOE

386-867-1396

 Happy 5th 
 Birthday Burke!

 We sure had 
 a lot of fun 

 on your 
 pirate cruise!

 Love,
 PaPa AB, 

 GiGi & Uncle 
 Skinny

 73112

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper
 Rev. Wayne Sullivan

 Sunday
 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 792-2275
 Pastor: Steve Shaw

 Sunday
 Sunday  School....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training.....................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship...................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request
 732119

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper
 Bldg.: 792-2277

 Sunday
 Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship.......................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053

  938-1265
 Pastor: Johnny Brown

 Sunday
 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Virginia 
 at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 752387

 Lost Female Chihuahua
 in the Roma Road area
  in Jasper, FL. Answers 

 to Honey. Honey colored 
 with some white. 

 Call 386-792-3434  729
483

 Brick House for Rent: 1640 
 Lynn St., Jasper 3Bd/2Ba., 
 carport, fenced back yard. 
 Call for more information:
 386-938-1218 or 628-6475

 751311

CALL BRENDA to place your ad here
1-800-525-4182

Ham ilton County

734766awv

Myra’s 
Hamburgers

“Home of the Genuine Burger”

15th Ave. & US Hwy 41
Jasper, FL

386-792-2305

Terri Ann Peterson 
Anthony 

Feb. 1, 1961 -
July 2, 2012

Terri Ann Peter-
son Anthony,
age 51, of Perry,

Florida, went to be with
the Lord on Monday,
July 2, 2012.  
Born in Folkston,
Georgia on Feb. 1, 1961,
she was the youngest
daughter of Floyd and
Clyda Peterson. In addi-
tion to her parents, Terri
leaves behind the love
of her life, Charlie
Haines, her three chil-
dren, Kristin, Erin and
Michael, her two sisters,
Debbie Bryce and Vicki
Cannon, a niece and two
nephews, her aunts, un-
cles and cousins.  
Terri graduated from
Hilliard High School in
1979. She started a ca-
reer in the hospitality in-
dustry and later became
a homemaker. She was
privileged to have been
able to travel extensive-
ly across the country
and abroad.  She was
known for her smile,

sense of humor, and
showing kindness to-
ward any one she met.
She will be missed by all
who knew and loved
her.
A memorial service
will be held on Satur-
day, July 28, 2012 at
11:30 a.m. (casual attire)
at the Civic Center, 1129
4th Street NW, Jasper,
Florida. Please join the
family in honoring and
celebrating her life.
In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions
may be made to The Na-
tional Institute on Ad-
diction and Substance
Abuse at Columbia Uni-
versity, 633 Third Av-
enue, 19th Floor, New
York, N.Y. 10017-6706 or
www.casacolumbia.org. 

Mary Lou Smith 
McIntosh

Sept. 19, 1915 - 
July 17, 2012

Mary Lou
Smith McIn-
tosh, age 96,

of Dowling Park, Fla.
passed away Tuesday,
July 17, 2012 at Good
Samaritan Center in
Dowling Park. Mrs.
McIntosh was preceded
in death by her hus-
band, Frank McIntosh, a
son, Wilton McIntosh, a
daughter, Linda Smith,
seven brothers and a sis-
ter. She was the last liv-
ing child of John Addie
and Martha Holton

Smith and was born in
Hamilton County on
September 19, 1915.
Mrs. McIntosh retired in
1977 from Hamilton
County Memorial Hos-
pital where she worked
as a nursing assistant. 
Survivors include
three daughters, Bar-
bara Peacock, Valdosta,
Ga., Judy Hodge (Dan),
Greenwood, S.C., and
Alisa Staats, Dowling
Park, Fla.; daughter-in-
law, Noreen McIntosh,
Herndon, Va.; son-in-
law, Vaughn Smith,
Knoxville, Tenn.; 12
grandchildren, 15 great
grandchildren and 1
great-great grandson.
Funeral services were
held Friday, July 20,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. 
Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Advent Christian Vil-
lage, P.O. Box 4305,
Dowling Park, FL.
32064.
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Katheryn “Vi” Davis
Goodbread

Sept. 8, 1926 - 
July 15, 2012

Katheryn “Vi”
Davis Good-
bread, age 85,

of Jasper, FL. passed
away Sunday, July 15,
2012 at South Georgia

Medical Center in Val-
dosta, Georgia. Mrs.
Goodbread was born in
Port Charlotte, FL. on
September 8, 1926 to
David and Clara Belle
Gainey Davis and grew
up in Holopaw. She
taught second grade for
twenty nine years in
Pompano and Oakland
Park, FL. Over the years,
she and her husband
traveled all over the
world.  In August of
1977 the family moved
from the Ft. Lauderdale
area to Jasper.  In April
of 2006 she mourned the
loss of her husband of 52
years, Joe Lee Good-
bread.
Survivors include her
daughter, Sheryl Good-
bread, Jasper; two sis-
ters, Vivian Bronson,
Kissimmee, FL. and Ver-
nelle Brack, St. Cloud,
FL.; a sister-in-law, Rae
Kiser, Pompano Beach,
FL.; several nieces and
nephews.
Graveside services
were held Wednesday,
July 18, 2012 at Ever-
green Cemetery with
Pastor Dale Ames offici-
ating. 
Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Jasper First United
Methodist Church, P.O.
Box  1298, Jasper, FL.
32052.
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

By Angie Land

Three years ago. An
acquaintance recently
shared with me that was
the last time she felt con-
tent. Our conversation
took another direction,
but later I couldn’t help
but wonder what was
going on in her life dur-
ing that time to cause it
to stand out as a time of
contentment. What
about you?  When is the
last time you remember
feeling content? I’m talk-
ing about actually expe-
riencing contentment
that was tangible
enough to make you
think, “I am really okay
with everything in my
life.” My next question is
this: what were the cir-
cumstances that sur-
rounded your state of
contentment? Was
everything going well
for that season? Bills
paid, promotion re-
ceived, kids healthy and
touting a good report
card? Maybe you were

even on vacation, sitting
at the beach with a
whole week ahead of
you and thinking, “Ah,
now this is life…if I
could just stay here, I
would be content!”
This has often been my
experience, and I’m will-
ing to bet yours as well.
However, the Bible of-
fers a fresh perspective
on the reality of true
contentment.  In Philip-
pians 4:11-12, the Apos-
tle Paul becomes our
mentor in this lesson: 
“…for I have learned
to be content, whatever
the circumstances. I
know what it is to be in
need, and I know what it
is to have plenty. I have
learned the secret of be-
ing content in any and
every situation, whether
well-fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty
or in want.”
Okay, so the first obvi-
ous thing we notice is
that Paul’s contentment
was not dependent on
circumstances…at least

not external ones. As we
scratch our heads over
this verse, let’s take a
look at the definition of
contentment for a little
insight. Webster’s dictio-
nary says that “content”
is an adjective meaning
“to appease the desires
of; to limit oneself in re-
quirements, desires and
actions.” This definition
opposes our assumption
that contentment is only
possible if everything is
going well. It also stands
in contrast to a passive
stance of just deciding
that nothing is worth op-
posing. Even a quick
glimpse into Paul’s life
will tell us that was not
his mentality!  
This definition gives
us a vital approach to
“fleshing out” life as a
Christian. In our deter-
mination to live within
the will of God, we are
called to limit ourselves,
especially our desires
and actions, to those
things that are pleasing
to God…and that will re-

sult in contentment, no
matter the circum-
stances. Paul had this
figured out, but notice
that two times he men-
tions learning how to be
content. Biblical content-
ment is not natural. In
fact, left unchecked, our
sin nature reeks of dis-
contentment. Under-
stand that limiting our-
selves to God’s plan for
our lives will not always
be easy, but it will be
worth it. And we can
learn to be content with
that...because our hearts
matter.

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters
The family of the late Mr. Albert Kiser III
would like to take this opportunity to express
our deepest gratitude and love to all who
found so many ways to show kindness
through your phone calls, cards, visits, flow-
ers, food and above all, your prayers shown
to us during our time of sorrow. Your expres-
sions of compassion and kindness have been
a source of great comfort and you will always
be remembered for your labors of love to con-
sole our hearts. 
Thank you, Mr. Danny Johnson and the
Hamilton County Board of Commissioners
for the use of the Hamilton County Annex
Auditorium. We love you, we thank you and
many God continue to bless each and every-
one of you.

The Kiser family

The family of the late Mr. Joshua “Albert”
Jones would like to say thank you for the
warm embrace of love, the handshakes of un-
derstanding, the words of comfort and con-
cern, prayers uttered, your presence, many
things unseen and unheard but felt, all at a
time when we need it most. God’s richest
blessing will surely be upon you. 

Thank  you again.
The Jones-Kiser family 

Thank you

Bible Baptist Church
4786 US Hwy 41 S

Jasper, FL
Clothes Closet

Will be closed until further
notice 

Church is still open 

NOTICE



By Beth Harris

There is one thing we
are given in life. One
thing that is ours that
can never be taken away,
until we die that is. That
one thing is our bodies.
If we would put as much
emphasis investing in
our bodies throughout
our lives as we did our
bank accounts, our gold-
en years could truly be
just that.  

So how you say? How
do you continue make
critical investments that
will last a lifetime-AND-
have huge payoffs in the
end? While there is no
magic pill, there is magic
action: physical activity;
for the purpose of this
article: strength training.
Strength training is very
important for mainte-
nance of health and mo-
bility, and not during
any one phase in our
lives. It’s important
throughout our lives for
varying reasons.

When we are young
and resilient we don’t

think of the strength
deficits that occur
throughout our life span.
We continually take
from our youthful and
robust savings accounts
without concern of the
toll it will take later in
life. Maintaining muscle
mass is an important
concern throughout our
lives in order to main-
tain functional indepen-
dence.  Peak mass is
reached between the sec-
ond and fourth decades
of life. It is for this reason
strength training plays a
pivotal role in muscle
mass maintenance
throughout our lives.
Beginning a structured
strength training pro-
gram, even at as young
as 20 years, will assist in
slowing functional mus-
cle losses that inevitably
occur as we age.  

Between the years of
20 and 50 it is imperative
we “muscle up”. While
leisure time physical ac-
tivity play important
roles in general health,
these activities will not

prevent age related loss
of muscle mass or in-
creases in fat mass. It is
important to learn skills
to perform vigorous ac-
tivity, safely.

A second major con-
cern with aging where
strength training plays a
pivotal role: bone health.
Around menopause es-
trogen causes a more
rapid loss of bone. As
much as 20 percent or
more of bone density can
be lost 5-7 years after
menopause. And of
course, men too experi-
ence age related de-
clines, as it is apart of the
aging process. Think
about it this way, the
more bone you begin
with, the less the chance
of developing osteo-
porosis later.

Consuming plenty of
calcium combined with
weight bearing activities
where your skeletal sys-
tem is loaded in a specif-
ic manner are sure to, at
minimum, slow age re-
lated declines in bone in-
tegrity.

We all must under-
stand and accept aging.
Dying is just as much
apart of life as living.
But, accepting this does-
n’t mean we have to go
down without a fight.
Being bigger, faster,
stronger, isn’t to merely
show off our muscles or
win a race. It means liv-
ing a long, functional
life. So if in the past you
think strength training
isn’t for you, I strongly
recommend you recon-
sider.  Everyone needs
strength, inside and out.
It’s one investment you
won’t regret.

~It takes a long time to
become young.
~Pablo  Picasso

~Beth Harris, CSCS,
HFS, LWMC

www.jayeelizabeth-
harris.com
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Life-long strong
Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com
Hetal Thakor attends

Florida Girls State
Hetal Thakor, daugh-

ter of Mr. Paul and Mrs.
Ana Thakor, attended
Florida Girls State at
Florida State University,
Tallahassee, Florida,
June 15-23, 2012. She
was sponsored by

Bryant-Phillips Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary
Unit 215 and supported
by the Kiwanis Club of
Jasper. Mrs. Gene Chan-
dler is the Girls State
chairperson.

Hetal states that “this

program is truly a once-
in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty. Not only have I
learned about how gov-
ernment works, I have
personally taken part in
establishing a city, coun-
ty and state government
and it has been incredi-
ble.”

Hetal was elected a
commissioner in her city
of Ocala and a senator
representing the county
of Apalachicola.

“Although I have vis-
ited the Capitol before, I
certainly had not been
inside the Gallery or sat
in a senator’s chair, par-
ticipated in a session of
the Senate, or pushed

the button to vote on
bills and amendments.”

Hetal is an honor stu-
dent at Hamilton Coun-
ty High School and does
dual enrollment with
NFCC. She is a member
of the Superintendent’s
Cabinet, Student Gov-
ernment Association
(SAG), and College
Reach-Out Program
(CROP). She served as
secretary of the BETA
Club and is the new club
president. She is the
2012 Sunshine State
Scholar representative
for HCHS and has
logged over 100 hours of
volunteering and com-
munity service.

Hetal Thakor   - Photo: Capitol Photo

The Methodist Church Clothes Closet will
be open every fourth Saturday from 1 - 5 p.m.
There  are  clothes for the entire family at no
charge, and are offered with no restriction as
to residence or income.  The Clothes Closet is
located at 405 Central Avenue in Jasper,
FL. For more information call 396-792-0904. 

Gospel concert
New Bethel Church

Anniversary July 27, 28 and 29
Gospel Concert on July 28
Featuring recording artist

The Glory Bound Gospel Singers
of Cordele, Georgia

Place: New Bethel AME Church
903 26th Ave., Jennings, Fla.

(Bellville Community)
Saturday, July 28, 2012

7 p.m.

Meet & Greet 
the Candidates

9 a.m. -1 p.m.
Saturday August 4.
Jennings City Park 

Hwy 41 N
For more info call:

386-938-5549



PAGE 7ATHURSDAY, JULY 26, 2012 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 753681

 YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE The education of the voters of Hamilton County has been a priority over the last  ten years. My office has set in place the mailing of Sample ballots to all house  holds to be sure the voter has time to review and be informed.  The printing and  postage of the sample ballots are paid for by the Help America Vote Act grant  monies that our office applied for.
 The “BIG RED BOARDS” that are placed around the county at Libraries,  Restaurants, Court House, City Halls and Food Stores with the current Election  information has become part of the preparation of our elections in Hamilton  County. (If there is a need for a board at a gathering place call us)
 So, to ensure that the people of Hamilton County are well informed  We have taken it to their homes, work places, to their lunch hours and their shopping time, Oh and their computers, we have a great Website  hamiltonvotes.com  that has been in place for 8 years with links that  takes you to State and other information sites. We have offered our site as a  learning tool to the local schools.  We have placed around the county offices  flyers with election info and this year you will receive an election schedule in  your Jasper utility bill.                      Your Supervisor of Elections Laura Dees We have tried to reach you in spite of your busy schedule…. SO GO VOTE 2012

 THE TOWN OF JENNINGS FIRST PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
 The Town of Jennings is considering submitting an application for funding of up  to $600,000 through the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) under the  Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program for FFY  2012. These funds must be used for one of the following purposes:

 1.  To benefit low and moderate income persons; or
 2.  To aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; or
 3. To meet other community development needs of recent origin having a  particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious  and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community  and where other financial resources are not available to meet  such needs.

 The categories of activities for which these funds may be used are in the areas of  housing, neighborhood revitalization, commercial revitalization, or economic  development and include such improvement activities as acquisition of real  property, loans to private-for-profit business, purchase of machinery and  equipment, construction of infrastructure, rehabilitation of houses and commercial  buildings, and energy conservation.  Additional information regarding the range  of activities that may be undertaken will be provided at the public hearing.
 For each activity that is proposed, at least 51% of the funds must benefit low and  moderate income persons.
 In developing an application for submission to DEO, the Town of Jennings must  plan to minimize displacement of persons as a result of planned CDBG activities.   In addition, the Town of Jennings has developed a plan to assist displaced  persons.
 The public hearing to receive citizen views concerning the community’s  economic and community development needs will be held at Town Hall ,  1199  Hamilton Avenue, Jennings, FL 32053on Tuesday, August 7th, 2012, at 7:05 p.m.   For information concerning the public hearing, contact Christy Smith at (386)  938-4131.
 The public hearing is being conducted in a handicapped accessible location.  Any  handicapped person requiring an interpreter for the hearing impaired or the  visually impaired should contact Christy Smith at least five calendar days prior to  the meeting and an interpreter will be provided.  Any non-English speaking  person wishing to attend the public hearing should contact Christy Smith at least  five calendar days prior to the meeting and a language interpreter will be  provided.  To access a Telecommunication Device for Deaf Persons (TDD) please  call (800) 955-8771.  Any handicapped person requiring special accommodation  at this meeting should contact Christy Smith at least five calendar days prior to  the meeting.
 A Fair Housing Workshop will be conducted immediately after the public hearing  on the same date and at the same location.
 EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT, HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE  AND FAIR HOUSING JURISDICTION .  THIS LOCAL  GOVERNMENTSUPPORTS THE EMPLOYMENT OF SECTION 3 &  W/MBE PERSONS.
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storm has come upon you.”
...Then they took Jonah
and threw him overboard,
and the raging sea grew
calm.
Jonah 1:12 and 15

Do you have any
"storms" in your life?
There can be many reasons
for the turbulence in which
we find ourselves. Some
people start off as victims
of chance. Where we were
born, to whom we were
born, our environment or
our peers can precipitate
whatever inclemency
we've had to weather.
As in Jonah's case, we

often find that our own
choices have led us to the
heart of the storm. We tend
to wonder why we have
what we have, even though

we're the one's who have
made the choices we've
made - which led us to
have what we have!
The good news is,

whether Jonah snuck on
board, or was knowingly
invited, we still have op-
portunity even in the eye of
the storm.  There's one de-
cision that could alter the
climate of our lives forev-
er: Throw Jonah overboard
so the storm will stop!
If you are in a “Jonah”

storm, you have a choice to
make. Maybe you're afraid
of loosing Jonah. Jonah
may be a business partner,
a romantic relationship, or
a drug that has you en-
slaved Don't let fear of
loosing Jonah stop you.
Throw Jonah Overboard!
Maybe you’re afraid for

Freedom is Here

Throw Jonah Over-
board

By Pastor John 
Whittington

“Pick me up and throw
me into the sea,” he
replied, “and it will be-
come calm. I know that it is
my fault that this great

Jonah. Such fear sounds
like this: "Isn’t it unchrist-
ian to throw Jonah over-
board - because it’s my job
to feed and clothe Jonah,
and lead Jonah to the Lord.
If I don’t help Jonah, who
will. If I throw Jonah to the
sharks, he won’t get the
help he needs!" Notice the
Bible’s answer: God pre-
pared a huge fish for Jon-
ah.
Matthew 18 and

1Corinthians 5 give unfor-
tunate circumstances under
which a member of the
church is to be "thrown
overboard."  This only
happens after prayer and
many efforts at reconcilia-
tion.  When you finally do
throw Jonah overboard,
God has a way of taking
care of him.  So trust God
as you “loose” that nega-
tive friend’s phone num-
ber, or sign yourself up for
counseling.  Throw Jonah
overboard and the storm

will stop!

• Throw unequally
yoked partnerships over-
board and those storms
will stop!
• Throw bad past choices

overboard and those
storms will stop!
• Throw personal sin and

bad character overboard
and the storm will stop!
• Throw insecurities

overboard and the storm
will stop!
• Throw destructive

habits and addictions over-
board and the storm will
stop!
• Throw defeat and de-

pression overboard and the
storm will stop!

Throw Jonah overboard,
and the storm will stop!

Pastor John Whittington
Lighthouse Christian

Center
www.lccmayo.com

Comm. Vaughn earns Certified
County Commissioner designation

County Commissioner Lewis Vaughn receives his
CCC certification from Janet Taylor, commissioner
from Hendry County and Chairman of the Florida
Counties Foundation who oversees the certification
program. Courtesy Photo

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County Commission-
er Lewis Vaughn, District 3, re-
cently earned his Certified Coun-
ty Commissioner designation fol-
lowing completion of a compre-
hensive study program developed
by the Florida Association of
Counties (FAC). Vaughn, along
with 32 other county commis-
sioners in the state of Florida, re-
ceived his certification during an
awards ceremony at the FAC An-
nual Conference in Orange Coun-
ty in June.
Vaughn was elected in 1985

and is retiring at the end of this
year’s term after serving as
Hamilton County Commissioner
for 27 years. Vaughn said he is the
second longest standing county
commissioner in the state of
Florida. His last day in office is
Oct. 31, 2012.
Upon retiring, Vaughn said, “I

will continue the family business.
I’ve got a welding shop and a

muffler shop.”
Vaughn has been married to his

wife Janice for 34 years and they
have four children, David Wilson,
Derrick Wilson, Hari Vaughn and
Kim Anderson.
Having a CCC certification is

not a requirement to serve as a
county commissioner in Florida,
but many voluntarily enroll in the
program and complete a series of
courses totaling 42 hours. This
program, sponsored by the
UF/IFAS Extension office, en-
hances skills and provides infor-
mation relevant to a commission-
er’s duties and responsibilities as
an elected official, such as county
government roles and responsibil-
ities, county government structure
and authority, financial manage-
ment, ethics and sunshine law, ne-
gotiation skills, economic devel-
opment and effective communi-
cation.
For more information on the

program and courses, please log
on to the FAC website at www.fl-
counties.com.
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Fresh water delivered to shelter 
The Young Farmers and Ranchers

Committee of Farm Bureau, headed by
Kevin and Stevie Dasher, decided to do
something to help out in the local com-
munity.  The tropical storm that left
Suwannee County dotted with huge and
gaping sinkholes is leaving a lasting im-
pression on many citizens of Suwannee
County.
In fact, on the Dasher Farm, a huge

sinkhole in one of their tobacco fields ac-
tually swallowed up their self-propelled
tobacco combine. One could barely see
the very top of the huge piece of farm
equipment at ground level.
“What is really hurting in our county

are the people,” said Kevin. “So we de-
cided to do something as a Young Farmer
and Rancher Committee.” 
Surrounding County Farm Bureaus

were contacted and asked them to make a
donation to purchase bottled water to be
used by the local Red Cross and Salvation

Army, which is based at the local Colise-
um here in Live Oak.
Madison, Hamilton, Lafayette and

Suwannee County Farm Bureaus all do-
nated money and we were able to pur-
chase 100 cases of Publix water. 
“It was delivered to the Coliseum on

Monday, and as were unloading, folks
were coming by and getting some much
needed fresh water,” said Kevin. “If we
can collect more money, we will go and
purchase more water in the coming
weeks.”
There are many folks having a really

rough time in Suwannee County and per-
haps this bit of good will may make
things a bit easier on them.
Farm Bureau is the largest general Farm

Organization in the counties and we have
a new initiative or theme for the year, said
Dasher, and it is strengthening local com-
munities. We all need to help each other
out in times of trouble, added Dasher.

Some of the water that was donated to The Salvation Army by The Young Farmers and
Ranchers Committee of Farm Bureau.  Courtesy photo

FWC announces 2012-13 hunting season dates
Please note: The statewide hunting season for gray squirrel on private lands has been

extended. From now on, it will open the second Saturday in October and close the first
Sunday in March. This season, the dates will be Oct. 13 – March 3.

Wild hogs, rabbits, raccoons, opossums, skunks, nutrias, beavers and coyotes may be
taken year-round.

*          Except for Holmes County, where there is no fall harvest of turkeys allowed.
**        Only youths under 16 years old will be allowed to harvest a turkey while su-

pervised by an adult, 18 years or older.
***      In Holmes County, spring turkey season is limited to March 16-31.
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 NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
 TAX INCREASE

 The Hamilton County School District will soon 
 consider a measure to increase its property tax levy. 
 Last year’s Property tax levy:
 A. Initially proposed tax levy...................... $5,919,081
 B. Less tax reductions due to Value Adjustment Board
      and other assessment changes................. $  (81,787)
 C. Actual property tax levy.......................... $6,000,868
 This year’s proposed tax levy ................... $6,265,236
 A portion of the tax levy is required under state law in 
 order for the school board to receive  $5,516,292  in 
 state education grants. The required portion has 
 increased by  4.73  percent, and represents 
 approximately  seven tenths  of the total proposed 
 taxes.
 The remainder of the taxes is proposed solely at the 
 discretion of the school board. 
 All concerned citizens are invited to a public hearing 
 on the tax increase to be held on Tuesday, July 31, 
 2012, at 5:35 P.M., at the Hamilton County School 
 Board Office, J.R.E. Lee Complex, 4280 SW  CR 152, 
 Jasper, Florida. 
 A DECISION on the proposed tax increase and the  budget will be made at this hearing. 
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 NOTICE OF TAX FOR SCHOOL
 CAPITAL OUTLAY

 The Hamilton County School Board will soon consider a measure to continue  to impose a 1.500 mill property tax for the capital outlay projects listed herein.
 This tax is in addition to the school board’s proposed tax of 6.666 mills for  operating expenses and is proposed solely at the discretion of the school board.
 The Capital Outlay tax will generate approximately $1,104,817 to be used for  the following projects:

 CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING Restroom Facility at JRE Lee Administrative Complex Replacement Classrooms at South Hamilton Elementary
 MAINTENANCE, RENOVATIONS AND REPAIR Safety Corrections District Wide Remodel, Renovations and Repairs District Wide Painting Maintenance Salaries to include NEFEC  services

 MOTOR VEHICLE PURCHASES Purchase Two (2) School Buses Purchase One (1) Mini Van
 NEW AND REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT Equipment and Furniture Technology Enterprise Resource Planning Software

 PAYMENT OF COSTS OF COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL  STATUTES AND REGULATION Soil testing and clean up
 PAYMENTS FOR RENTING AND LEASING EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES AND SITES Relocatable Classrooms at North Hamilton Elementary
 PAYMENT OF PREMIUMS FOR PROPERTY AND CASUALTY  INSURANCE NECESSARY TO INSURE THE EDUCATIONAL &  ANCILLARY PLANTS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT Payment of Property and Casualty Insurance District Wide
 All concerned citizens are invited to a public hearing to be held on July 31, 2012, at 5:35 p.m. at The Hamilton County School Board Office, J.R.E. Lee Complex 4280 SW CR 152 Jasper, Florida.
 A DECISION on the proposed CAPITAL OUTLAY TAXES will be  made at this hearing.
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Crossroads fundraiser
From the President’s
Desk
Margaret A. McDonald
Crossroads Volunteer Fire 

Department

I want to thank the Lad-
die families, friends and all
volunteer firefighters who
came together to memori-
alize Tyler Rogers Glover.
The dedication table had
fresh, colorful flowers and
a card to write a little note,
as well as pictures of a vi-
brant son, friend and com-
munity worker. His legacy
will live on and stay in our
hearts.

A fun-filled day with
good food, companionship,
lots of desserts, prizes and
some special people like
Pastor Gary Abbott, who

led us in prayer, Wayne
Goolsby, Brian Creech and
Samantha Prueter, who
stopped for lunch, and
many more, we thank you.

His grandma Bernice
and dad Mark orchestrated
all the events. We truly
thank our three elders Paul
Green, Sam and Gertie An-
derson and Emil Bednardz
who support our causes
wholeheartedly.

Winners of a Walmart
gift card were Sean Col-
lier; Texas Roadhouse,
Lonnie Collier; Dinner at
Sonny’s, Patsy Strank; Ap-
plebee’s gift card, Bryce
Dennis; Red Lobster gift
card, Rhonda Sandlin;
Seafood restaurant gift
card, Sheriff Reid; a Gator
bag, Dottie and John Hully.

The 50/50 raffle was won
by Lana who donated it
back to Crossroads VFD.

We sold some cook-
books and ate some delic-
casies (desserts). Bon ap-
petit.

We want to thank all
those who donated; Food-
way, S&S, the Glovers,
Randy Heirs, Kay Hugh,
the Tylers, the Everetts, the
Baileys, Jimmy Brown,
Mark Thomas, Elaine
Parker, Marilyn Matthews
and numerous others in-
cluding Nella Rye, 20 inch
chocolate layer cake,
Shana Rye, 14 inch choco-
late layer cake, Therese, 18
inch chocolate layer cake.
All proceeds go to Cross-
roads VFD. Hope to see
you all next year.

Long Branch Congregational 
Methodist Church Revival

The Long Branch Congregational
Methodist Church located on County Road
135 in White Springs will be having revival
services starting at 7 p.m. n Monday, July 30
through Wednesday, Aug. 1. Rev. Carl Tay-
lor will be the guest speaker. the Church will
also be celebrating homecoming with 111

years of Christian Worship on Sunday, Aug.
5. Rev. Taylor will also be preaching the
homecoming message starting a 11 a.m.
There will be a covered dish lunch in the
fellowship hall after the morning service.
Everyone is welcome. For more informa-
tion please call 386-397-2673.

Non-Partisan Political Rally and 
Barbecue Dinner at the VFW

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, Hamilton County Memorial Post 8095 will host
a non-partisan political rally and barbecue dinner Thursday, August 2, 2012 at the
post building located one mile east of Jasper on Highway 6.

Dinner will be served from 4-5:30 p.m. ($5.00 per plate) and the speaking will
begin at 6 p.m.

In order to prepare a schedule of those who will be speaking, all candidates de-
siring to speak are asked to respond no later than July 31, 2012 to:

Lamar Royals
Phone: 386-792-3381
Mail: PO Box 871, Jasper, FL 32052
Due to the number of candidates, we ask that speeches be limited to three min-

utes. All candidates are encouraged to come early and meet with constituents and
pass out your literature during the dinner prior to the formal speaking.

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

This has been one of
those weeks that I felt there
was so much I wanted to
write, couldn't get it all to-
gether.

On Tuesday it was my
pleasure to attend the cere-
mony dedicating the ceme-
tery, it was a very special
event. Mr. Shelton
Mitchell spoke from the

heart, of which you will
read from The Jasper News
reporter Joyce Marie Tay-
lor in an upcoming issue. I
cannot wait to read her sto-
ry, she does such a great
job, always enjoy reading
what she writes. Finally
got to meet her at the dedi-
cation.  

Mr. Mitchell has spent
more hours, time and mon-
ey to bring this part of his-
tory together, wish every-
one could learn of this, we
hope that the message he
has can be made available
to more people, to some
this part of local history
should be as important as

what is in other history
books, the heritage from
our local area. 

Listening to Mr. Mitchell
brought back memories, al-
most like reliving some of
the days of WWII. I was a
young girl, just turning
teenager on Pearl Harbor
day. My uncle and his fam-
ily had just moved to Pearl
Harbor. He was career
Navy. I was just going into
high school and graduated
in 1944 in the middle of the
war, with many classmates
already gone into service,
some leaving the night of
graduation. Some came
back, some did not. So, this

occasion on Tuesday was
really sort of personal to
me. Wade who many of
you remember, served in
the US Marines during
WWII and was so proud of
his service. "Once a Ma-
rine always a Marine,” as
we have heard many times
on many occasions, not al-
ways from him. Maybe
everyone feels they lived
in the "greatest genera-
tion". My hope would be
that all could feel that way.
I am truly thankful to have
lived in my lifetime. 

The young people (and
the staff, parents and chap-
erones) of First Baptist,

Jasper, are at Blue Ridge,
Ga. this week for a church
conference. By the time
some of you read this they
may already be home. We
hope that they have had a
special week and will
come home refreshed and
able to share their experi-
ences. I certainly still re-
member the wonderful
weeks spent at Montreat
Conference Center near
there, the experiences at
such events will stay with
one for a lifetime.

This morning I had an
interesting conversation
with Mr. Shelton Mitchell.
He is so interesting to talk

with. It is good to hear his-
tory firsthand. I only wish
more of our young people
could learn it in this way,
know more about our area
and the people responsible
for making this area what it
has been, and can still be,
with proper care and inter-
est. 

Please contact me with
your news. Sometimes I
just have to make the col-
umn about my interest in
our community, and I want
to hear from YOU.

Lillian Norris 
386-792-2151

norrislw@windstream.net

Fun fishing day at 
Suwannee Valley Nursing Center

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Residents of Suwannee Valley Nursing
Center in Jasper had a fun-filled day of
fishing recently and they didn’t have to
leave home to do it.

It was a beautiful day for residents, both
male and female, to go fishing at the pond
behind the facility. Resident Jerrial Webb

caught the “catch of the day” with a whop-
ping large catfish. The smile on his face as
staff member Rafael Estrella held the fish
up for a candid photo was priceless. It was
truly a fun day for everyone. 

Suwannee Valley Nursing Center is a
60-bed skilled nursing facility located at
427 NW 15 Avenue in the city of Jasper.
For information you may call 386-792-
1868.

On Aug. 16 at 9 a.m. an unveiling of a
memorial highway sign in memory of
Brett Fulton and Joshua Burch will be held
on SR 6 at the Columbia and Hamilton
County line at 11 a.m.

Donations are requested. 
Checks can be made payable to Standing

United as Americans and send to Sun State
Federal Credit Union and show for Brett
Fulton and Joshua Burch Memorial Fund.

Sign on SR 6 to memorialize
Brett Fulton and Joshua Burch 
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School Board approves Code of Student Conduct and Dress Codes
The Hamilton County School Board recently ap-

proved the Code of Student Conduct for the 2012-13
school year. This document defines the rights and
responsibilities of students and the school district
and also clearly states the consequences for students
whose actions disrupt the learning process.
In the past, paper copies of the Code of Student

Conduct were provided to every student. This year,
however, in order to save money and help save the
environment, paper copies will not be distributed.
The document can be accessed on the home page of
the school district’s web site at
www.hamiltonfl.com. Should a parent not have In-
ternet access, a paper copy of the document will be
provided to the parent upon his/her request.
Included in the Code of Student Conduct are the

dress codes for elementary and high school stu-
dents. The standardized dress code will remain in
effect for the new school year with several modifi-
cations. Students are required to adhere to the
school dress code at all times while attending school
or any school-sponsored activity during the school
day. The following guidelines were taken from the
appendices of the Code of Student Conduct:
For Elementary School Students
A. Color Guidelines: Tops: Any Color Shirt
Bottoms: Tan/Khakis, Denim, Dark Color
FRIDAYS: Students may wear a School Spirit

shirt. The school shirt may be purchased at the front
office.
B. Dress Code Guidelines:
Girls:
The standardized dress is a short or long-sleeved

shirt with plain solid colored skirt, pants, walking
shorts, jumpers, or skorts of corduroy, cotton, twill,
or denim fabric. Bottoms need to be solid color,
without color trims, embroidery, or other decora-
tions. Dresses may be worn but must be solid color
with short or long sleeves and follow the other re-
quirements of this policy.
Boys:
The standardized dress is a short or long-sleeved,

shirt with plain solid color pants or walking shorts
of corduroy, cotton, twill, or denim fabric. Bottoms
need to be solid color, without color trims, embroi-
dery, or other decorations.
Clothing must be the appropriate size, not be

oversized or undersized. The waist of the garment
shall be worn so that the waistband is worn at the
waist and not below the waist. Baggy/saggy pants
may not be worn.
Shirts/blouses/dresses must cover midriff, back,

and sides at all times; should be fastened with no
visible cleavage or undergarments.
Shorts/skirts/jumpers/skorts/dresses shall be

worn no shorter than "mid-thigh." Mid- thigh is de-
termined by extending the arms to the sides of the
body and finding the tip of the longest finger (using
normal posture).
Closed-toed shoes must be worn at all times.

TENNIS SHOES MUST BE WORN FOR ANY
PE/RECESS ACTIVITIES.
Please refer to the Hamilton County Student Code

of Conduct for additional guidelines and for disci-
plinary actions for dress code violations.
Note: When a student enters school after the start

of the school year, a grace period of five (5) school
days will be given for compliance with the dress
code.
For High School Students General Dress Code Re-

quirements
This general dress code applies to students from

the time the student arrives on campus until the end
of the school day and at all school activities during
the school day. Exceptions may be made by the
principal for field trips or other special activities.
You may not:
A. Wear clothes and accessories that are danger-

ous to health or safety and are distracting or dis-
ruptive.
B. Dress in a way that reveals private body area(s)

or undergarments; and
C. Wear clothing or an accessory that has slogans,

signs, images, or symbols that:
1. Promote drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gang identifi-

cation, weapons, or lewd sexual behavior; or
2. Denigrate or promote discrimination for or

against an individual or group on the basis of age,
color, disability, national origin, sexual orientation,
race, religion or gender.
School Standardized Dress
The Board finds that school standardized dress is

necessary for the safety and welfare of students and
school personnel. Standardized dress promotes an
environment that enhances learning and safety; en-
courages you to express your individuality through
personality and achievements, not outward appear-
ances; and creates a sense of school pride and be-
longing.
You are required to wear standardized dress at all

times while attending school or any school-spon-
sored activity during the school day.
A. Standardized Dress
Girls: The standardized dress for girls is a long or

short-sleeved collared blouse or polo shirt of any
color. Shirts with collars must be worn, other than
spirit or club shirts. Shirts may have a manufactur-
er logo not to exceed 2 inches by 2 inches. Students
may wear school logos of any size. Skirts, pants,
jeans, walking shorts, jumpers, or skorts must be a
solid dark color or tan/khaki. If garment has belt
loops a belt must be worn. Jeans must not have em-
broidery or decorations.
Shirts/blouses/dresses must cover midriff, back,

and sides at all times; and should be fastened with
no visible cleavage or undergarments.
Shorts/skirts/jumpers/skorts/dresses shall be

worn no shorter than three inches
above the kneecap.
Boys: The standardized dress for boys is a long or

short-sleeved collared shirt of any color, such as a
polo, oxford, or dress shirt. Shirts with collars must
be worn, other than spirit or club shirts. Shirts may
have a manufacturer logo not to exceed 2 inches by
2 inches. Students may wear school logos of any
size. Pants, jeans or walking shorts must have belt
loops and be a plain solid dark color or tan/khaki.
Jeans must not have embroidery or decorations.
Clothing must be the appropriate size for you, not

be oversized or undersized. The waist of the gar-
ment shall be worn so that the waistband is worn at
the waist and not below the waist. You may not
wear baggy/saggy pants. A belt is required and
must be inserted within the loops and properly fas-
tened.
B. Alternatives
You may wear special clothing for school spon-

sored activities as authorized by the principal.
1. Collared shirts with a school logo;
2. School-sponsored T-shirts with a crew neck;

3. Extra-curricular uniforms; and
4. More restrictive dress code requirements may

be approved by Hamilton County School Board.
Each school will provide students/parents with a

copy of the school’s dress code. 
C. Exceptions
If you enter the Hamilton County School system

after the start of the school year, you will have a
grace period of FIVE (5) school days before being re-
quired to wear the standardized dress.
The Superintendent, in consultation with the prin-

cipal, may waive the standardized dress policy on a
case-by-case basis for reasons such as, but not limit-
ed to, medical necessity or sincerely held religious
belief.
D. Shoes must be safe and appropriate. You may

not wear bedroom slippers or shoes with wheels. A
manufacturer’s logo/image is acceptable. Shoes
must have a closed toe and closed heel. You may not
wear platforms, heels higher than two inches, san-
dals, flip flops, crocs or jellies.
E. Outer Garments
You may wear coats, jackets, sweatshirts,

sweaters, or other appropriate outer garments when
necessary due to weather conditions or for other le-
gitimate reasons. The outer garments must be of the
appropriate size for you and shall not be overly bag-
gy or violate any other provisions of the dress code.
Outer garments are not to replace or hide the stan-
dardized dress.
You may not wear:
A. Clothing that is not properly fastened;
B. Clothing that is torn, has holes, or pants that are

frayed;
C. Athletic shorts, cut-off pants, short-shorts, or

running shorts;
D. Visible undergarments, sleeveless shirts, sleep-

wear or outer garments traditionally
designed as undergarments such as boxer shorts,

or bras;
E. Outer garments or an accessory (such as back-

packs, jewelry, and purses) which have slogans,
signs, images, or symbols that:
1. Promote drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gang identifi-

cation, weapons, or lewd sexual behavior or
2. Denigrate or promote discrimination for or

against an individual or group on the basis of age,
color, disability, national origin, sexual orientation,
race, religion or gender.
F. Hats, headgear, or other head coverings, in-

cluding rags and bandannas inside the school build-
ing except when approved by the principal/de-
signee;
G. Body piercing jewelry, except for earrings on

the ears. All other body piercing jewelry must be re-
moved or concealed;
H. Jewelry or accessories that may be used as

weapons, such as chains, spiked jewelry or arm
bands and rubber bands;
I. Combs, curlers, or hair picks; or
J. Sunglasses on face or head inside the school

building. You may wear sunglasses, hats, or other
sun protective wear while outdoors during school
hours.
DISCIPLINE
The principal or designee has the authority to de-

cide if your clothing complies with Board policy. If
the principal determines that your clothing does not
comply with Board policy, discipline will be accord-
ing to the Student Code of Conduct.

When agencies come together, fisheries benefit
It’s not always easy to judge the success

of collaboration. But thanks to five years
of teamwork in the Dry Tortugas, anglers
across Florida are seeing the collaborative
benefits: more fish.
At a recent Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission (FWC)
meeting, the agency’s researchers
presented the results of five years
spent evaluating the Dry Tortugas
National Park Research Natural
Area.
This research sheds light on

how fish and other natural re-
sources have responded to the
protection offered in the Dry
Tortugas National Park Research
Natural Area, a 46-square-mile
area within the park. Fishing
and anchoring are prohibited in
the Research Natural Area,
which was created in January
2007.�
The Commission and the

National Park Service (NPS)
are proud to announce that the
collaboration has been a suc-
cess, not only to local popula-
tions of fish, but for fisheries
management across Florida.
“I believe marine protected

areas should only be imple-
mented as a last resort, but,
if one was going to be im-
plemented, this was the
right place to close and this
was the right place to do the
research,” said FWC Vice
Chairman Kathy Barco.
“They did it right. They talked with the
fishermen and the other stakeholders.”
Using modeling techniques, University

of Miami researchers predict that the
spawning groups in the Tortugas supply
larvae that settle throughout Florida wa-
ters, including the Keys, the West Florida

shelf and eastern coastal areas north of
Miami. Research also shows that seagrass
beds in the area serve as nursery grounds
for many exploited reef fish species, such
as red and black grouper.
Inside the Research Natural Area, re-

searchers found the number and size of
m u t -

ton snap-
per, yellowtail snapper, red grouper and
hogfish all have increased over the past
five years.
Dry Tortugas National Park is about 70

miles to the west of Key West and in-
cludes 100 square miles of marine waters

and seven small islands. Congress estab-
lished the park to protect and interpret the
exceptional biological, cultural and recre-
ational values of the area, including its
pristine subtropical marine ecosystem and
intact coral reef community. Despite its
remote location, the park attracts more
than 53,000 visitors a year for fishing,

snorkeling, diving,

bird watching, camping and
viewing Fort Jefferson.
“These scientific findings are very en-

couraging and are exactly what we were
hoping for when the RNA was established

five years ago,” said Dan Kimball, Super-
intendent of Everglades and Dry Tortugas
national parks. “The National Park Ser-
vice greatly appreciates the Commission’s
support of the RNA, and we look forward
to an enduring, collaborative effort with
the FWC and our other partners, continu-
ing our commitment to long-term research
and monitoring to fully understand the

benefits of the RNA.”
The collabora-

tion also brought
about several ad-
vancements in mut-
ton snapper re-
search, including
the first-ever obser-
vation of repeated
mutton snapper
spawning events at
Riley’s Hump, a pro-
tected fish-spawning
aggregation site in the
Tortugas South Eco-
logical Reserve. Tak-
en to gether, the results
of the five-year sci-
ence review suggest
that the RNA has
played a substantive
role in enhancing ex-
ploited reef fish species
populations in the re-
gion and, especially in
the case of mutton snap-
per, likely contributed to
the recov ery of the
spawning aggregations at
Riley’s Hump.
The FWC and NPS

hope to continue this work
well into the future.

Learn more by visiting
NPS.gov/drto/naturescience/index.htm or
MyFWC.com/Research (click on “Publi-
cations”).
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 Visit www.SmileDesignsLiveOak.com

 Upper Horseshoe Denture
 Plus Implants

 $ 3999 .00
 ADA Codes:   D5213,D5214

 (Complimentary Consultation for screw-in Dentures)

 “ Like ”  us on Facebook To Win 
 A $15,000 Smile Makeover!

 “Dentures That Are Close 
 And Comfort”

 754717

 857 SW Main Blvd. #105
 Lake City, FL 32025

 386-755-7010

 530 Howard St.
 Live Oak, FL  32064

 386-362-6800

 8750 Perimeter Park Blvd #101
 Jacksonville, FL 32216

 904-725-4444

 Need a Full Smile Makeover?
 Save up to  50%  or more

 with our One Price Smile Makeover

 Testimony:
 “I never expected to have to wear a denture at 
 my age, but this entire experience has been far 
 better than anything I could have imagined! I 
 was fearing the worst, but what I encountered 
 was 110% better than any of my expectations. 
 Everyone at Smile Designs gave me excellent 
 care in all aspects of my treatment, and I’m 

 very excited and pleased with the results.”

 -- Albert B.

 Now accepting
 your PPO, Guardian, FL
 Combined Life, MetLife, 
 Delta Dental &  Cigna

 25% of Americans wear Dentures.  
 That means 1 out of every 4 people  
 have false teeth.  This has increased 
 the need for dentists to give patients 
 dentures that are not only “life-like” in 
 appearance but also in the way they 
 feel.  And ... WE  HAVE  DONE  IT!

 It’s called a Horseshoe denture. It’s 
 held in by implants that retain the 

 denture while doing your normal daily activities such as speaking, eating or 
 drinking. This type of denture eliminates the need for 80% of the acrylic on 
 an upper denture. You will no longer have plastic covering your taste buds 
 so you will be able to enjoy the taste of your favorite foods again. They also 
 eliminate the need for denture adhesive.

 With implant dentures the patient will  see the dentist every couple of 
 months to have their dentures removed and cleaned.  Another version of this 
 denture is the horseshoe with mini implants that is removable.

 This type of denture is priceless to the patient that says, “I wish I had my 
 teeth again.”

 At Smile Designs, we take loose dentures seriously.

            o 
 
 
        
 
  

 D0150,D0210,D1110,D4341,D4342,D4355,D1120,D4910

 New Patient  Special
   $ 39 .99 Exams
   $ 29 .99 Full Mouth 

 X-Rays
 Cleaning 50%   off 

 Buy One Denture
 Get the Other for $500

 ADA Codes:    D5110,D5120

 ***New***            
 Say Goodbye to Yellow Teeth... Use 

 “Simply White”
 our new 28-Minute In-Office 

 Whitening Session

 now only   $ 60 .00 with   50%   discount
 Value $120

 ADA Code:  D9972

Local crowned 2012

Teen Miss Florida Forestry
Submitted

Hamilton County High
School sophomore Holly
Crutchfield competed in the
state of Florida Forestry
Pageant in Macclenny, Fla. on
July 20-21, and won her age
division, according to her
proud mother Alison Crutch-
field. Her title is Teen Miss
Florida Forestry 2012.

The purpose of the Miss
Florida Forestry Pageant is to
provide scholarships to Flori-
da's outstanding young ladies
while promoting Florida's
Forestry industry.

Holly Crutchfield, 15, is a
resident of Hamilton County
and a varsity cheerleader at
HCHS, as well as a member
of FFA. She attends New
Hope Baptist Church in Jen-
nings where she is active in
her youth group. She is
coached by Victoria Harris,
the reigning Mrs. Florida
United States. Her parents are
Donald and Alison Crutch-
field of Jasper, and she has
two sisters, Abigail and Mary-
Caroline. Holly’s mother is
the Postmaster/OIC of the
Lee Post Office and her father
is a funeral director at Reid
Funeral Home in Jasper. Her
grandparents Charles and
Linda Sweat live in Live Oak.

“Since Hamilton County
does not have a Forestry
Pageant, she actually repre-
sented Madison County be-
cause she has been in classes
at NFCC and she works part
time in Madison,” her mother
said. “This is a very big title
and she will go on to repre-
sent the State of Florida in the
National Forestry Pageant in
Tifton, Ga. on Sept. 1.”

Competitors, she said, in-
cluded girls and ladies from
ages baby to Mrs. and they
came from all over the state of
Florida. 

“Most of the girls that Hol-
ly competed against were
from the North Florida Re-
gion,” her mother added.

There were eight girls in
her category which was the
Teen Miss Division. The Teen
Miss and Miss girls were
judged on Platform Speech,
Interview, On Stage Introduc-
tion, Beauty, and On Stage
Questions. 

After two long days of
practices, speeches and inter-
views, Holly was crowned the
2012 Teen Miss Florida
Forestry. She was also award-
ed Best Personality, Best
Dress and Prettiest Face. 

Some of the activities she
will be doing under her reign
as Teen Miss Florida Forestry
are appearances with Smokey
Bear, UF Homecoming Pa-
rade, FSU Homecoming Pa-
rade, and National Forestry
Festival Parade in Perry.
Upon completion of her
reign, Holly will also receive
scholarship money. 

Holly also holds the titles
of Teen Miss Madison Coun-
ty Forestry, Teen Miss
Suwannee County Fair and
Teen Miss Heart of Hearts.

Holly Crutchfield  Courtesy Photo

Wild Adventures theme park in Valdosta wants to give you a quick peek at the work they
are starting to do in the park for the 2013 season. They are adding new adventures by the
lake for guests big and small and have already sectioned off a 50,000 square foot
area. They will be able to share more details with you as construction progresses.
Here is an aerial photo to give you an idea of the location.  Courtesy photo 

New adventures coming to local theme park
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an animal control officer
in place now within the
county. I’m going to go
down on the record say-
ing this. Please don’t call
911. Call 792-1001 or
792-1410.”
Johnson said there is

already a dangerous ani-
mal ordinance on the
books if there is a safety
issue involved, such as
an animal bite or if an
animal poses a threat.
“Then they can call

911,” Johnson said. “But
outside of someone
that’s not taking care of
their animals properly,
you can always call me
and I can call the animal
control officer, which I
have done on several oc-
casions lately.”
The city of Jasper, he

explained, is supplying
an animal control officer
and so far there have
been no complaints
about him or the job he
is doing. Jasper also has
a dog control ordinance
on the books and copies
of one that was revised
by attorney John Mc-
Cormick to meet the
county’s needs were
passed out to the com-
missioners to review.
Johnson is also contin-

uing to work on getting
more things done like
setting up an adoption
center and rescue shelter
for stray and abandoned
animals, however, with
time constraints, it will
take time to implement.
Pedicini said she has

seen many neglected an-
imals in the county that
are in such extremely
bad condition that they
are not adoptable.
“There’s a lot of peo-

ple who are willing to be
a part of this task force if
you are willing to get it
started again,” she told
Johnson. 
Johnson explained his

plate is full being county
coordinator and he en-

couraged Pedicini to re-
cruit as many volunteers
as possible to join the
task force. He even of-
fered his office as a
meeting place after
hours. Pedicini replied
that many folks in the
county are already get-
ting involved.
“It’s not about loving

animals,”she said. “It’s
about also protecting the
people that live here.”
Another resident in

the audience, Ms. Miller,
insisted that it does no
good to have an animal
control ordinance on the
books if there is no one
to enforce it. She sug-
gested a code enforce-
ment board be put into
place, which would
keep animal control is-
sues out of the county
court system. Johnson
explained that Jasper’s
animal control officer is
the one enforcing the or-
dinance.
Miller continued, say-

ing that funding for a
board could be offset by
requiring pet owners to
pay a license fee. That li-
cense would then pro-
vide proof that a per-
son’s pets have been
vaccinated against ra-
bies. She suggested a
sliding fee scale for
spayed and neutered
and non-spayed and
neutered pets.
“Part of the problem is

getting these animals
spayed and neutered,”
said Miller.
Miller said there is a

huge pit bull population
in the county and that
she has nothing against
the breed.
“I do, however, have

something against a lot
of their owners,” she
said. “They have given
these dogs a horrible
reputation and they’re
being bred and fought in
this county.”
An animal control

board, she said, can
eliminate that problem.

“There’s got to be an
ordinance and there’s
got to be an enforcement
board,” she stressed.
Ogburn said there is

an ordinance on the
books for vicious ani-
mals that guards against
some of that, and that
breeding fighting dogs
is a criminal offense.
Miller countered that

she tried calling the
sheriff’s office when vi-
cious pit bulls came into
her neighborhood.
“They killed, they lit-

erally pulled apart a cat
in front of the cat’s own-
ers,” she said. “Literally,
there were two of them,
they pulled it in half.
They came up on some
man’s porch and killed
his dog,” she added.
Miller said she called

the sheriff’s office about
it and they wouldn’t do
anything.
“They would not do

one thing,” she said. “So,
no, I will not call the
sheriff’s office. If this is
how the board thinks
this is going to be en-
forced, it will not be.”
Commissioner Lewis

Vaughn agreed that the
next step in the animal
control issue should def-
initely include setting
up an enforcement
board, which would
clearly outline the duties
of law enforcement in
enforcing the ordinance.
He urged the other
board members not to
let the issue drag on.
When asked about an-

imal control calls that
come in to the sheriff’s
office through a 911 call,
Martha Ard from the
Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office stated that
they do respond to dan-
gerous animal calls, but
stray animal calls get re-
ferred to animal control. 
More discussion about

this issue will be on the
agenda at future meet-
ings of the board of
county commissioners.

Combating animal control 
Continued From Page 1A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Park Director Andrea Thomas of
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park in White Springs recently
gave an update on post Tropical Storm
Debby conditions at the park and sur-
rounding properties, saying that
“We’re pretty much open for every-
thing.”
There are some exceptions, she

added. The river overlook inside
Stephen Foster park is closed until fur-
ther notice, as are primitive campsites
and the canoe launch.

Thomas said, “The canoe launch will
remain closed until the river reaches
more of a recommended safe recre-
ational level.”
Additionally, most of the trails are

open within the park, except for some
of the primitive trails that have issues
from road washout.
The gazebo and the spring house are

open as crews continue working on
clean-up. The museum, bell tower and
gift shops are open, as well.
Big Shoals is also open, except for

some trails that have muddy, impass-
able areas, and Olustee Park is open
with no issues.

Stephen Foster still
entertaining, post-TS Debby 

First Saturday each month. 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. downtown on Central Ave.
Jasper, Fla.
Arts, crafts, baked goods, fresh pro-

duce, food and more!
While in town, visit our local shops

and eateries. For vendor info: Ronnie
Herring 386-792-2528

Jasper
Market Days

A group headed up by Pat and
JoAnn Lynch will be serving a free
lunch at the Civic Center in Jasper, on
the 2nd Sunday of the month.  We
need volunteers to help set up and
serve the meals.  If you are interested
in volunteering you may contact Pat
and Jo Ann Lynch at (386) 935-1076 or
Roger Burnside at (386) 935-3343.

Free Sunday lunch
Hamilton County

would qualify for incen-
tives.
The first project, La-

Belle Botanics, is com-
ing along quickly at the
old Stamps warehouse,
she said.
“If you’ve been by

there I’m sure you’ve
noticed the great im-
provements that have
been made there,” said
Ramsey. “They will be
manufacturing palmet-
to berries that are used
for herbal products. A
lot of those are exported
out and shipped out-
side of the United
States.”
Ramsey said the new

business owner has
done a lot of work at the
property using local
contractors and supply

houses, which has fun-
neled money into the
county, as well as at lo-
cal restaurants and gas
stations. Thirty perma-
nent jobs will soon be
available at the location,
as well as a large num-
ber of seasonal jobs.
“As his business

grows, and what he
does, he will be creating
additional jobs, so we
are really excited about
that,” said Ramsey.
The second manufac-

turing project is being
referred to as Project
Real, since the potential
new business is follow-
ing confidentiality
statutes. Ramsey said
this entity has nar-
rowed down their
search to three sites, one
of which is in Hamilton
County. 

“I think we have a
very good shot at bring-
ing this company in,”
said Ramsey.
About 100 jobs could

be created within a year
if the Hamilton County
site is chosen, Ramsey
told the commissioners.
The Love’s Truck

Stop project, Ramsey
said, is moving along
on schedule.
“They’re obviously

doing a lot out there
and it’s bringing a lot of
attention to our coun-
ty,” Ramsey continued.
“I’ve received a lot of
phone calls from people
asking what else is go-
ing out there.”
The commissioners

told Ramsey they
would do whatever was
needed in order to ex-
pedite the projects.

Three projects in the works for HamCo
Continued From Page 1A

ing and was standing in
the roadway for about
two minutes. The right
front of a 1998 semi
truck, driven by C.L.

Smith, 71, Jennings,
struck Bishop as the
truck traveled north-
bound on US 41 in the
inside lane. 
Bishop sustained fatal

injuries and was pro-

nounced dead on the
scene by Hamilton
County EMS. 
FHP reported that

Smith was unable to
avoid the impact with
Bishop. 

Jennings man killed
when struck by semi 
Continued From Page 1A
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