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Dale R. Jenkins, senior
hydrologist for the
Suwannee River Water
Management District (SR-
WMD) has recently been
giving presentations
around the region in order
to help folks better under-
stand how the Floridan
Aquifer works, as well as
explaining the water
shortage issue that has
everyone up in arms. He
recently brought his mes-
sage to a group in
Lafayette County. 
“What I basically want

to do is give a brief sum-
mary of the state of our
water resources and what
we've been dealing with
over the last couple years
or so,” said Jenkins.
He began with an

overview of the Floridan
Aquifer System, specifi-
cally its geology and how
it controls drawdown. Us-
ing color graphs on a
large projection screen,
Jenkins explained that the

Floridan Aquifer under-
lies a huge area all the
way from southern South
Carolina, southeastern
Georgia, southern Alaba-
ma, a portion of Missis-
sippi, and of course, all of
Florida. It covers a total
of about 100,000 square
miles.  
Referencing a 1988

USGS publication, Jenk-
ins showed the water lev-
el surface declines from
pre-development condi-
tions (before pumpage)
through 1980, which was
significant in some areas. 
“In 2000 the groundwa-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
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The White Springs town
council, after a heated de-
bate about proper and legal
site plans for a new library
not being in their posses-
sion at their March 13
meeting, voted to table the
issue. Before the meeting
ended, however, the paper-
work arrived and the board
voted to approve the plan-
ning and zoning board rec-
ommendation for the li-
brary construction.
On March 8 the board of

adjustments approved a
special exception to con-
struct the library on land
that was zoned agricultural.
The town council on March
13, accepted the recom-
mendation.
Next up was to consider

the site development plan

from the planning and zon-
ing board for the new li-
brary. Planning and Zoning
Board Chairman Tracy
Woodard was present and
stated one of the members
of the volunteer board at
their March 12 meeting
said “It was beautiful.” 
“That was encouraging,”

said Tracy Woodard. “We
did vote to accept the site
development plan as it is
and we’re looking forward
to the vote by the board.”
Town manager Robert

Townsend advised the
board that the site develop-
ment plan by engineer Greg
Bailey did meet code, but
that the site plans he re-
ceived the previous week
did not have an engineer or
architect’s signature or seal
on them, which is legally
required by state statutes.
He said he contacted the
firm and spoke to a Mr.
McCormick, explaining
that the town needed them
in order to move forward,
but that he would not hold

SEE WHITE, PAGE 7A

141ST YEAR, NUMBER 16 THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2012 3 SECTIONS 32 PAGES                     50¢

n f l a o n l i n e . c o m

TheJasper News
Today’s Weather

Intervals of clouds and sunshine.
Near record high temperatures. High
88F. Winds WSW at 5 to 10 mph.
Chance of rain 10%. For up to the
minute weather go to www.nflaon-
line.com.

High
88° F
Precip: 10%

 No Purchase Necessary Must Present Coupon Limit 1 Per Person  728
468

 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The town of White Springs
adopted an ordinance to
amend the town charter’s fire
protection services at a March
13 meeting of the town coun-
cil, which will be put to the
voters on April 24.
The ordinance amends sec-

tion 5.06 to read as follows:
The town of White Springs
has the responsibility for pro-
viding fire protection ser-
vices, whether by and through
a White Springs volunteer fire
department or by and through
an appropriate contractual re-
lationship with a third party
fire agency. The town council
has the sole discretion in de-
termining the manner for pro-
viding fire protection services
for the safety and well being
of the citizens of White
Springs. Nothing herein shall
prevent the WSVFD from as-
sisting neighboring agencies
as the need arises.
Section 5.06 also states the

fire department shall be su-
pervised by a fire chief with
substantial fire fighting and
supervisory experience. The
fire chief shall ensure the de-
partment is adequately
equipped, provide inspections
and training for personnel, en-
sure adequate fire hydrants,
provide emergency services
and keep equipment in work-
ing order.
Section 7.02 of the town

David Law's fourth grade students at South Hamilton Elementary School got a special treat on Thursday, March 22 when school board member Johnny
Bullard gave them a guided walking tour of a portion of the historical district of White Springs including Adams Country Store (pictured). The kids were
all eyes and ears as Bullard explained the history behind many of the homes and buildings in town, beginning with their school, which was built in 1937.
He pointed out two different shades of bricks at the front of the building. See complete story and photos online at www.nflaonline.com. 
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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A joint workshop with the
Hamilton County school board
and the superintendent's advi-
sory council was held on
March 22 to discuss the bud-
get, the five-year work plan,
and the district's facilities'
needs. Superintendent of
Schools Martha Butler stated
at the beginning of the meeting
that she had invited the city of
Jasper, the county commis-
sioners, and the towns of

White Springs and Jennings in
order to get input from them,
however there didn't seem to
be anyone in attendance from
those entities, other than a few
folks from Jennings.
Director of Business Ser-

vices Bonnie Penner had three
issues to be addressed, in order
for the board to begin to pre-
pare next year’s budget and the
five-year work plan, which is
required by the Florida Depart-
ment of Education (DOE).  

In response to questions regard-
ing the charter school issue, pre-
sentations have been scheduled to
address these concerns. Represen-
tatives from the Polk County
School District – Office of Char-
ter Schools will share their exper-
tise in this area.  
Two sessions have been sched-

uled for Wednesday, April 4, 2012
in the auditorium of South Hamil-
ton Elementary, White Springs,

Florida. Presentations will be
made to teachers at 3 p.m. and to
parents at 6 p.m. Other interested
individuals may also attend.
This is not a school board

meeting or workshop. The presen-
tations are for information purpos-
es only, so the parents and class-
room teachers of South Hamilton
Elementary can make an in-
formed decision regarding the
charter school issue.  

With the end of the
2012 regular session of
the Florida Legislature
on March 9, State Rep.
Leonard Bembry has
completed his last days
in the House chamber.
After two terms, he has
announced he is not
seeking re-election to the
seat he was first elected in
2008.
“I am proud of my time here and all I have been

able to accomplish this year for the people of
North Florida,” said Bembry. “Highest on that list
has to be keeping the Jefferson County prison
open.”
Jefferson Correctional Institute, or JCI, became

one of the most discussed issues at the Capitol this
year when Gov. Rick Scott’s cabinet secretary an-
nounced plans to close seven prisons and four
work camps across the state as part of his privati-
zation plans. The news caught the communities af-
fected by surprise and a coalition of county offi-
cials, legislators and local leaders worked together
to keep the Jefferson County facility open. Leg-
islative efforts by Bembry and several other mem-
bers of the Legislature ensured funding in the state
budget to keep JCI operating.
Notable to small business owners, this year the

Legislature passed tax relief that doubles Florida’s
income tax exemption from $25,000 to $50,000
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A m ajority of Floridians support the construction of Las Vegas style 
casinos, and also believe casinos will be good for the state’s econom y.*

Gadsden County and W ashington County voters recently passed casino 
referendum s. On Tuesday, April 10th, Ham ilton County can also vote 
“YES” to bringing jobs, tourists and tax revenue to Ham ilton County.

Ham ilton County needs jobs. Investors are ready to create jobs here.
But first, you need to vote “YES.”

*Quinnipiac University Poll Jan 2012

Paid Political Ad. Paid for by Ham ilton Downs Horsetrack, LLC

• $200 M illion Project
• Resort
•Horse Facility
• Construction Jobs
• Casino Jobs
• Tax Revenue
• Tourism
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A special referendum
election will be held in
Hamilton County on April
10 asking voters to approve
or reject a slot machine wa-
gering license. All Hamil-
ton County registered vot-
ers are eligible to vote. 

Early voting dates are
March 31 through April 5
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the supervisor of elections
office in the courthouse an-
nex. Absentee voting is
available on request by
calling 386-792-1426.

The first issue is that for
the 2016-17 school year the
district is estimated to have
about 1,252 students,
which equates to $1,252.77
FTE (Full-time Equivalent)
for capital outlay purposes.
This number is significant-
ly less than previous years,
Penner said.

Her question to the group
was, “Where will these stu-
dents be placed considering
we have 2,619 available
student stations at the five
schools in operation?”

The second issue is that
they are budgeted to begin
the 2012-13 school year
with a deficit of approxi-
mately $675,000. 

“What changes do we
implement to eliminate this
deficit?” was her second
question.

Lastly, district employ-
ees are going to be four
steps behind when they
start the 2012-13 school
year. 

“Do we implement cost
savings significant enough
to provide for increases?”
was her third question.

One suggestion to help
alleviate the deficit was to
levy a tax increase for an
additional millage.

“If we wanted to levy a 1
mil tax increase, that would
generate $715,000 approxi-
mately,” said Penner.

Additionally, some big
changes to balance the bud-
get would be to consider
operating either one or two
elementary schools instead
of three, and/or integrating
Greenwood students into
the other schools. Green-
wood currently has a total
of 27 students. Nine of
them are from Hamilton
County and the rest are
from Suwannee and Madi-
son counties.

To operate two elemen-
tary schools, Penner said,
there would be a savings of
a little more than half a mil-

lion dollars. To operate one
elementary school it would
save 1.2 million dollars,
and to integrate Green-
wood students into the oth-
er schools it would only
save about $150,000.

Butler reminded every-
one that the district does
not qualify for funds to
build a new school and that
there will not be any spe-
cial facility funds for sever-
al years. To operate one el-
ementary school, she stat-
ed, won't work because
they don't have a facility
large enough to accommo-
date all the students.

The group then reviewed
a profit/loss statement for
the district for 2011-12.
With the exception of
North Hamilton Elemen-
tary with a profit of about
$388,000, all of the other
schools are operating at a
loss, both before and after
adding in administrative
costs. The total estimated
net loss for the district is in
excess of $1.7 million.

Tom Moffses who was
sitting at the roundtable
questioned Penner asking if
it was possible the
profit/loss statement he
was looking at was from
last year.

“I remember the num-
bers and Central was not
$200,000 at a loss, even be-
fore the administrative
costs,” he said.

“Well, now, this is for
2011-12,” Penner told him.
“I think what I did was ear-
ly on during the budget
year, but I’ll look and see.”

Penner explained that
she just recently was able
to pull the transportation
costs per school and add
them to the P/L statement.

“I think the sheet that I
gave out earlier did not take
into consideration that with
the FEFP (Florida Educa-
tion Finance Program) you
earn money for transporta-
tion, but then it’s also there
to take care of the addition-

al costs that we know are
not funded for transporta-
tion.”

Moffses stated that it
looked odd to see two dras-
tically different statements
for the school year.

Penner said they are just
trying to move forward to
decide what changes to
make in order to balance
the budget, as well as to try
to incorporate employee
raises into the budget.

School board member
Sammy McCoy asked to
see a breakdown of salaries
for non-instructional em-
ployees and Penner agreed
to get it to everyone before
the next meeting. He also
requested information on
how much it actually costs
to operate the administra-
tive complex. 

Penner explained that
many of the district's costs
get spread out over all the
schools, like transportation,
property insurance, work-
er’s comp and certain
telecommunications.

A long discussion about
how FTE is adversely af-
fected by virtual schools
and dual enrollment did not
yield much positive news.
If a student who is utilizing
virtual school programs
does not pass, the district
does not receive funding
for that student.

Butler brought up the
Local Government Finan-
cial Emergencies bill
amendment that will take
effect July 1, 2012. She
specifically noted one sec-
tion that reads, “the bill
provides that the failure of
the members of the govern-
ing body of a local govern-
ment entity or the failure of
the members of a district
school board to resolve a
state of financial emer-
gency constitutes malfea-
sance, misfeasance and ne-
glect of duty for purposes
of Article IV, Section 7 of
the State Constitution.”

“So we certainly want to

do what we need to do, so
that we're not in a predica-
ment that causes any of us
any grief,” said Butler.

She went on to say they
are dealing with many is-
sues as far as balancing the
budget, including the char-
ter school proposal at SHE.

School board member
Damon Deas said, “It’s
hard to make any kind of
decision on that because,
let’s suppose we do close
South. There’s going to be
a push to open up that char-
ter school and they’re more
than likely going to get it
open. What kind of nega-
tive effect is that going to
have on our budget if they
do?”

Butler said it would take
a year for them to open as a
charter school and she
wanted to make sure teach-
ers knew what the advan-
tages and disadvantages
are.

“We have the right to
take the year and I believe
if it's a process that's de-
signed to take a year then
we certainly need to be
cautious,” said Butler. “We
have Polk County experts
coming in on the 4th and
Denise will be noticing that
and y'all are invited.”

Butler said these experts
will be speaking to the
teachers at 3 p.m. on April
4 and then they will address
the parents of SHE students
at 6 p.m. to answer ques-
tions.

“My question is,” Deas
said. “We’re sitting here
showing a hundred and
something thousand dollar
savings if we close that
school, but then if a charter
school opens up, that sav-
ings is not going to be
there. Not that much.”

“Not that much,” Butler
agreed.

Penner said that if South
went charter many changes
would need to be made be-
cause the district would not
be overseeing or funding as

many things. Rex Mitchell
interjected that the district
would be getting five per-
cent of the FTE for South if
it goes charter.

After more questions and
discussion on various
items, including the possi-
bility of changing out the
school buses to utilize nat-
ural gas, which is much
cheaper than regular gas, as
well as swapping out the
propane tanks at the high
school to natural gas, it was
announced there would be
another town hall work-
shop meeting on April 23 at
6 p.m. at the old high
school auditorium (court-
house annex).

Grappling with budget issues
Continued From Page 1A

Early
Voting
Reminder

Dear editor,

“Spring begins.” My
calendar has informed
me of the official begin-
ning of this refreshing
season, although I’ve felt
it outside for a few
weeks now. As a Floridi-
an, I know spring will be
short but it will also be
time to break out of your
everyday routine, re-
lease some stress, get out
of the office and experi-
ence nature in Florida’s
state parks.

Take the time this sea-
son to experience nature
with all five of your
senses - seeing Florida’s
vistas, smelling newly
bloomed flowers, feeling
the sand between your
toes, hearing the sounds
of children playing and
tasting the treats of your
picnic basket in a state
park. Spring is an opti-
mum season to engross
yourself in the natural
and cultural resources of
Florida’s state parks.
There are so many op-
portunities for new ex-
periences and the special
places to continue your

old family traditions.
Sometimes it is a hike

in the forest, a walk on
the beach, building sand
castles with your kids,
watching a sunrise or a
sunset, grilling lunch un-
der a big oak tree, look-
ing for a bird species to
add to your life list or
paddling your canoe on
a long stretch of river.
It’s about immersion,
surrounding yourself
with nature and coming
away with a renewed
appreciation for Flori-
da’s splendor. Some-
times you need a slow,
relaxing experience, and
sometime you might
prefer a fast, exhilarating
experience.

I encourage you to
spend time in Florida’s
award-winning state
parks this season. Savor
the atmosphere of spring
and enjoy the Sunshine
State in …the Real Flori-
daSM.

Sincerely,
Donald V. Forgione
Director
Florida Park Service

Letter to the Editor
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moved to Lake City after he served in WWII. His
parents had moved from Havana to Lake City to
start a new farm.  Doris raised three sons and a
daughter in Columbia County, with a large part of
that time living in nearby Suwannee Valley.  She has
called White Springs home for the past 6 years, living
with her loving and caring daughters Deb and
Khrys.   She is an avid gardener even now, tending
her flowerbeds from her wheelchair.  She takes pride
in her amarillo bulbs that were originally her moth-
ers.  She has a great gift with young children and
spent many hours volunteering at the Head Start
program in Lake City, reaching out to children in
need of some love and kindness.  She was known at
the Head Start program as "Granny O".  There aren't
many 'Granny's" that would let kids ride a pony
through the house but Doris did!  She has lots of
"small" friends in White Springs.  She is a creative re-
cycle artist.......another person's trash is her future art

Every now and then
you meet someone who
is quietly extraordinary.
A little time spent with
such a person reveals
that behind a gentle and
unassuming personality
there runs a depth of
qualities, any one of
them on its own impres-
sive, but taken in total,

project and she has shown many a child how to
make extraordinary art and treasures from every-
day, ordinary items.  She hasn't let age or a wheel-
chair slow her down.....she's a regular volunteer for
Stephen Foster, helping with making cookies and
making S'Mores for the Christmas festival, among
other things.  I’m so glad that I know Doris Odom
because she is a gentle yet extraordinary person who
serves as an example of how to lead a beautiful and
engaged life, no matter what.  Happy 90th birthday
Doris!
Do you need motivation and encouragement to

get moving, to exercise, or to get healthier?  If so, the
White Springs Community Walk program may be
the answer for you.  Every Tuesday and Thursday
participants in the community walk will meet in
front of the old Adams Country Store at 5:30 P.M.
and start their walk from there.  There are no fees, no
membership and no expectations.  This community
walk is sponsored by the White Springs Special
Events Committee to bring residents together as a
team as an opportunity for a healthier community
and a healthier you.  All you have to do is show up. 
We are all interested in saving money and we

have all been affected by the rising cost of groceries.
Have you asked yourself why you spend so much at
the grocery store?  Now there is some help available
in keeping the high cost of groceries under control.
In cooperation tithe the Hamilton County Extension
Office and the White Springs Library, White Springs
Couponers can teach you about ways of shopping to
save money, especially by using coupons.  White
Springs Couponers is a community gathering that
will meet at the White Springs Library at 10:45 A.M
on the last Thursday of each month.  The first meet-
ing, on Thursday, March 29, will introduce you to
couponing and during future gatherings they will
discuss new ways of finding coupons, the month’s
best bargains and coupon swapping, because not
everyone uses the coupons they are able to find.  For
more information, call Tracy Woodard at the White
Springs Public Library, 386-397-1389. 
So there you have it.  Another week in White

Springs, full of good examples of community in-
volvement and opportunities to engage yourself in
worthwhile pursuits of personal growth and life en-
richment.  I hope to see you out and about, enjoying
life in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

extraordinary.  Such a person is Doris Standley
Odom.  Doris was born in Fort Madison, Iowa on
April 2, 1922 and she moved to Havana, Florida as a
babe in arms when her parents traveled to the Sun-
shine state, not in search of sunshine, but rather in
search of an equally important survival tool, work.
Her dad was the bus driver, the postman, and the
foreman of the Fullers earth mine in Havana, FL.
The early years flew by and soon Doris met her hus-
band, Doug Odom, at Havana High. Doug and Doris
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 TOWN OF JENNINGS
 FAIR HOUSING NOTICE

 It is the policy of the Town Council of the Town of 
 Jennings to promote, through fair orderly and lawful 
 procedure the opportunity for each so desiring to obtain 
 housing of such person’s choice in the town without 
 regard to race, religion, color, ancestry, national origin, 
 sex, familial status, marital status or age, and the to that 
 end, to prohibit discrimination in housing by any person.

 The Town Manager is authorized to implement the Tow’s  
 fair housing policy, as contained in Ordinance Number 90-
 2, as may be amended, in accordance with state and 
 federal laws. This ordinance is available for public 
 inspection at the Office of Town Clerk, Jennings  Town 
 Hall, 1199 Hamilton Avenue, Jennings Florida 32053, 
 during normal business hours Monday - Friday from 7:00 
 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

 A written complaint of any local fair housing 
 discrimination should be made to the Town Manager, P. O. 
 Box 209, Jennings, Florida 32053. The written complaint 
 must be received within 60 days if the alleged occurrence. 
 An investigation will be conducted within 30 days of 
 receipt of the complaint and a determination of probable 
 cause will be generated. If there is a cause to believe 
 discrimination took place, the Town Manager will attempt 
 to conciliate the parties.

 Any aggrieved person may also file a complaint of a fair 
 housing discrimination act with the following State and/or 
 Federal agencies

 Florida Commission on Human Relations
 325 John Knox Road, Bldg. F. Suite 240

 Tallahassee, Fl. 32303-4149
 Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-342-8170

 or 
 U.S. Department of housing and Urban Development

 451 Seventh Street, S.W.
 Toll-Free Telephone: 1-800-424-8590

 For further information, or to register a fair housing/
 affirmative action/equal employment opportunity/Section 
 504 complaint, please contact Mr. Billy Snipes, Town 
 Manager, at 386-938-4131, between the hours of 7:00 AM 
 and 4 PM.

 The Town of Jennings is a Fair Housing , Handicap Accessible, Equal 
 Employment Opportunity Jurisdiction
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“You expected  to  be
sad  in the fall.  Part o f
you d ies each year when
leaves fe ll from the ir
branches, w ere  bare
against the  w ind  and
cold , wintry light.  But
you knew there would
always be the spring, as
you k new  the  river
would  flow again after it
was frozen.” I can imag-
ine Hemingway as he
wrote these words, feet
propped up in his fish-
ing boat floating along
the Florida Keys.  He
truly captured the spirit
of spring.  After the
death of what was,
spring literally and figu-
ratively represents life
anew.  
Each day I wait in ea-

ger anticipation as the
green buds of my ba-
nana trees peak out from
inside their weathered
tops whispering a small
prayer they’ll not be
killed by a late freeze.
Nothing is more sooth-
ing to the soul than get-
ting lost in our flower
beds, hands in the earth.  
As each of us head to

the hardware store for
our supplies and seeds
we should also give
thought to preparing our

bodies for our tending
and gardening.  Garden-
ing provides us with all
types of exercise,
strength, endurance, and
flexibility.  With time as
the number one per-
ceived reason for not ex-
ercising, it only makes
sense we kill two birds
with one stone!  Try
looking at your garden-
ing like a structured ex-
ercise routine.

Begin by stretching,
and making sure your
muscles are warm.  Your
gardening warm up
doesn’t have to consist
of traditional warm-ups.
As you walk around to
survey where to begin
your projects walk
briskly.  Complete sever-
al stretches and hold
around 15 seconds for
two sets focusing on
each major muscle
group.  Be creative but
keep good form.

While gardening, al-
ternate lighter work
with heavier work, and
change activity that em-
phasizes different mus-
cles groups.  For exam-
ple, alternate digging
with raking; lifting with
watering, and so on.  Be
sure to practice deep

breathing techniques,
use exaggerated move-
ments to increase range
of motion around each
joint: when raking make
wide strokes mixed with
small ones.  Be sure to al-
ternate right side and
left side movements dur-
ing activities such as rak-
ing, digging, and so on.
When lifting pay careful
attention to posture:
your feet are at least
shoulder with apart,
back is straight, core is
tight, and chest is out.
Finally, get the kids in-
volved.  They can appre-
ciate not only the exer-
cise, but learning to love
and cherish the earth as
well.  

Remember not to
over do it.  Really 30-60
minutes would cut it;
but if you are like me,
you’ll keep going until
you finish.  For longer
duration “exer-garden-
ing” be sure to take plen-
ty of breaks, go inside
cool off, re-hydrate, and
support yourself with
nutrient dense fresh
foods.

Health benefits of
gardening are as bounti-
ful as the first harvest.
Improvements in memo-

ry, concentration, sight,
mood, blood pressure,
anxiety and stress reduc-
tion among others have
been experienced.  Cer-
tainly tend your gardens
with purpose, but even
more importantly savor
every blessed moment.
As old Earnest once said,
“It is good  to  have an
end to  journey toward ;
but it is the journey that
matters, in the end .” 

~Ernest Hemingway
~Beth Harris, CSCS,

CHFS, LWMC

Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

The Hamilton
County Ministerial
Alliance would like
to invite you to a

Good Friday
Community Service

April 6th at 
1st Presbyterian 
at 7 p.m. Come
worship our Lord
and remember his

sacrifice.

The Countywide
Sisterhood Meeting will
be held Tuesday April
17, 2012 at 7 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church

in White Springs.
Ladies - please bring a
salad or dessert for

everyone's
enjoyment. Our guest
speaker for the evening
will be Leslie Dunham,
daughter of Donnie and
Cheryl Skipper. Come

and be blessed.



On March 16, Lucresia
Sapp received recognition
from the Florida Forest Ser-
vice and the American Forest
Foundation for the hard work
she has put into her 140 acre
forested property located in
Hamilton County. 
She is a participant in the

Tree Farm Program, and her
property is now a Certified
Tree Farm. The Sapp property
is currently being managed in
a way that integrates timber
management, wildlife habitat,
recreation, aesthetics, and soil
and water conservation. She
maintains firelines around the
property, and has used rota-
tional mowing to improve the
wildlife habitat. She has re-
cently thinned a pine planta-
tion on the property, and has
used herbicides to release

suppressed pine stands.   
She has put a lot of time

and effort into getting her
land into its present condition
and is to be commended for
her efforts.
The Certified Tree Farm

Program recognizes forest
landowners who manage their
property in a sustainable man-
ner through multiple manage-
ment objectives. These objec-
tives may include timber
management, wildlife man-
agement, recreation, aesthet-
ics, grazing, soil and water
conservation, and other objec-
tives a landowner may
have. Anyone interested in
learning more about the Tree
Farm Program can contact the
Florida Forest Service Hamil-
ton County Forester, Greg
Staten, at 386-792-1269. 
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OPINION

Right now, there isn't enough known
about the circumstances surrounding the
fatal shooting of 17-year-old Trayvon
Martin, a black, by George Zimmerman, a
28-year-old part-Hispanic, during his
neighborhood watch tour in an Orlando,
Fla., suburb. If evidence emerges that
Zimmerman's actions were not justified,
he should be prosecuted and punished;
however, there's a larger issue that few
people understand or have the courage to
acknowledge, namely that black and
young has become synonymous with
crime and, hence, suspicion. To make that
connection does not make one a racist.
Let's look at it.
Twelve years ago, a black Washington,

D.C., commissioner warned cabbies, most
of whom were black, against picking up
dangerous-looking passengers. She de-
scribed "dangerous-looking" as a "young
black guy ... with shirttail hanging down
longer than his coat, baggy pants, unlaced
tennis shoes." She also warned cabbies to
stay away from low-income black neigh-
borhoods. Did that make the D.C. com-
missioner a racist?
In some cities, such as St. Louis, black

pizza deliverers have complained about

having to deliver
pizzas to certain
black neighbor-
hoods, including
neighborhoods in
which they live.
Are they racists?
The Rev. Jesse
Jackson once re-
marked, "There is
nothing more
painful for me at this stage in my life than
to walk down the street and hear footsteps
and start thinking about robbery -- (and)
then look around and see somebody white
and feel relieved." Does that make the rev-
erend a racist?
The former Charleston, S.C., black

chief of police, Reuben Greenberg, said
the problem facing black America is not
racial profiling. He said, "The greatest
problem in the black community is the tol-
erance for high levels of criminality." For-
mer Los Angeles black police Chief
Bernard Parks, defending racial profiling,
said: "It's not the fault of the police when
they stop minority males or put them in
jail. It's the fault of the minority males for
committing the crime. In my mind, it is

not a great revelation that if
officers are looking for
criminal activity, they're go-
ing to look at the kind of

people who are list-
ed on crime re-
ports." Are former
police Chiefs
Greenberg and
Parks racist?
According to the

Uniform Crime Re-
port for 2009,
among people 18 or
younger, blacks

were charged with 58 percent of murder
and non-negligent manslaughter, 67 per-
cent of robberies, 42 percent of aggravat-
ed assaults and 43 percent of auto thefts.
As for murder, more than 90 percent of the
time, their victims were black. These sta-
tistics, showing a strong interconnection
among race, youth and crime, are a far
better explanation for racial profiling and
suspicion than simple racism.
Black Americans have spoken out

against racial profiling by police. They've
been insulted by store personnel who
might give them extra scrutiny. There's the
insult of the sound of a car door being
locked when a black approaches. It's in-
sulting to have taxi drivers pass up a black
person and pick up white people down the
street. In a similar vein, I'm sure that a
law-abiding Muslim is insulted when giv-
en extra scrutiny at airports or listening to
Fox News reporter Juan Williams, who

was fired by National Public Radio in
2010 for publicly saying that he gets ner-
vous when he sees people on a plane with
clothing that identifies them as Muslim.
Blacks and Muslims who face the insults
of being profiled might direct their anger
toward those who've made blacks and
crime synonymous and terrorism and
Muslims synonymous.
God would never racially profile, be-

cause he knows everything, including who
is a criminal or terrorist. We humans are
not gods; therefore, we must often base
our decisions on guesses and hunches. It
turns out that easily observed physical
characteristics, such as race, are highly in-
terconnected with other characteristics
less easily observed.
For most blacks to own up to the high

crime rate among blacks is a source of
considerable discomfort. Beyond that, it
creates suspicions and resentment, which
are destructive of good race relations, and
it's devastating to the black community,
which is its primary victim.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of eco-
nomics at George Mason University. To
find out more about Walter E. Williams
and read features by other Creators Syn-
dicate writers and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

 730249

  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $300 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

 NOTICE
 Notice is given that the regular 
 meeting time for the Hamilton 
 County Licensing Board 
 meeting will be changed from 
 the first Wednesday of the 
 month at 1:00pm to the first 
 Monday of the month at 
 1:00pm, the location will also 
 change from the Board of 
 County Commissioners meeting 
 room to the Conference Room 
 located in the Sandlin Building, 
 204 NE 1 st  Street, Jasper, Fl. 
 32052, effective on the first 
 Monday of April. April 2, 2012.

 73
22

69

 Hamilton County Licensing Board 
 204 NE 1 st  Street  
 Jasper, Fl. 32052
 386.792.1060, 386.792.3080 Fax

 NOTICE
 TEMPORARY ROAD 

 CLOSURE
 COUNTY ROAD 6 WILL BE CLOSED 
 BETWEEN COUNTY ROAD 135 

 (WOODPECKER ROUTE) AND NE 36TH 
 DRIVE FROM MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 
 UNTIL MONDAY, MAY 7, 2012. THE 

 HAMILTON COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT 
 WILL BE REPLACING TWO (2) BRIDGES 

 WITH NEW PIPE CULVERTS. DURING THIS 
 TIME TRAFFIC WILL BE DETOURED ONTO 

 LOCAL UNPAVED (DIRT) ROADS. 
 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT 
 THE HAMILTON COUNTY COORDINATOR’S 

 OFFICE AT (386) 792-6639.
 733137

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 729866

 Lost Female Chihuahua
 in the Roma Road area
  in Jasper, FL. Answers 

 to Honey. Honey colored 
 with some white. 

 Call 386-792-3434  729
483

CALL LOUISE at 386-792-2487 
to place your ad here

Ham ilton County

717810awv

Myra’s 
Hamburgers

“Home of the Genuine Burger”

15th Ave. & US Hwy 41
Jasper, FL

386-792-2305

The Jasper News
Published weekly every Thursday. USPS #755-980

Office located at 105 NE 2nd Avenue,
Bank of America, Jasper, FL 32052

Phone (386) 792-2487 FAX (386) 792-3009
E-mail address: jaspernews1@windstream.net

Myra Regan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publisher
Jeff Waters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Editor
Joyce Marie Taylor  . . . . . . . . . .Reporter
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FAXed or dropped off at the news office located in the
Bank of America Building, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.
till 12 noon.
Letters to the Editor should be typed, double-spaced if

possible, brief and to the point, approximately 150 to 200
words or less. Not all letters are published. To be consid-
ered for publication Letters to the Editor must be signed,
include the writer’s address and phone number, and in the
Jasper News’ office on Friday before noon.
News Releases, 400 or less words, should be typed, dou-

ble-spaced if possible, brief and to the point. Not all articles
are published.
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105 NE 2nd Ave., Jasper, FL 32052 or FAX it to: 386-792-
3009.

Profiling

Sapp Tree Farm receives recognition

Lucresia Sapp with Tree Farm Sign. - Courtesy Photo

charter was amended to
provide that the town
council shall determine the
terms and manner of sales
and distribution or other
disposition of any pro-
posed bond issuances. All
general obligation bond
proposals shall be submit-
ted to referendum vote. To-
tal general obligation bond
indebtedness shall be sub-
mitted to voters prior to the
issuance of bonds.
These two amendments

will come to a vote on
April 24. If approved they
shall become effective on
the date of election.

A third amendment to
the charter that will be vot-
ed on asks voters if the
town of White Springs
should be authorized to is-
sue one or more general
obligation bonds in an ag-
gregate amount not to ex-
ceed $100,000,000 to con-
struct public facilities,
which may include public
safety/fire and police com-
plex, business incuba-
tion/growth centers, con-
ference center, community
center/emergency shelter
and others approved by the
town council. 
The entire ordinance 12-

01 was approved by the
town council on March 13.

Fire protection services 
Continued From Page 1A
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 73112

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper
 Rev. Wayne Sullivan

 Sunday
 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 792-2275
 Pastor: Steve Shaw

 Sunday
 Sunday  School....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training.....................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship...................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request
 732119

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper
 Bldg.: 792-2277

 Sunday
 Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship.......................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053

  938-1265
 Pastor: Johnny Brown

 Sunday
 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Virginia 
 at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

Price includes fabric & labor. 
More than 300 fabrics to select from!

Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
new padding added to entire piece.

New cushion foam is extra if needed.
NO Seconds • NO Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

1-850-973-6006 OR 1-850-973-4667

“I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

732378dsv

2 Chairs
$40000

or
Sofa & Chair

$42900

March Special

Ranay Sarver 
Williams

Ranay Sarver
Williams, age
61, of Jasper, Fl.

passed away unexpect-
edly at her home Satur-
day, March 24, 2012.
Ranay was born in Pel-
ham, Ga. on December 1,
1950 to the late William
David and Minnie Mar-
jorie Sarver. She grew up
and was educated in
Dade City, Fl. and later
met and married the
love of her life Warren
Randall Williams. In
1987 they moved to
Hamilton County from
Summerville, South Car-
olina where he was sta-
tioned. As long as her
health permitted she en-
joyed working and was
a faithful member at
Eternal Hope Church of
God in Jasper.
Survivors include her
husband, Randall
“Randy” Williams; two
sons, Shawn Williams,
Madisonville, Ky. and
Timothy Williams,
Hamilton County, Fl.;
one brother, Roger Sarv-
er of North Carolina;
two sisters, Wanda
Rogers, Dade City, Fl.
and Kay Harrell, Eagle
Lake, Fl.; four grandchil-
dren, Megan, Gavin and
Katlan Williams and
Lacey Dunaway; also
surviving Ranay is her
father-in-law, Grover
Williams, Jennings, Fl.
Funeral services were
Tuesday, March 27, 2012
at West Lake Church of
God with Pastor Glenn
Barrs and Rev. Ralph
Dillard officiating. Inter-
ment followed in the
church cemetery.
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Patricia “Pat” Kaney
Wetherington 

Brockinton

Mrs. Patricia
“Pat” Kaney
Wether ing-

ton Brockinton, 76, of
Fargo, Ga., went home
to be with her Lord on

Friday, March 23, 2012,
in the South Georgia
Medical Center, Valdos-
ta, Ga., following a
lengthy illness.
Mrs. Brockinton was
born Aug. 18, 1935, in
Clinch County to the late
Ralph Kaney and Emma
Godwin Kaney. She was
a homemaker, member
of the Fargo Evangelistic
Church, Fargo Senior
Citizens, Echols County
Library Board, Echols
County DFACS and the
Echols County Histori-
cal Society. She was pre-
ceded in death by her
husbands, Robert C.
Wetherington and Ray-
mond Brockinton. She
was preceded in death
by one brother and sis-
ter-in-law, Gardell and
Martha Evans Kaney.
Survivors are four
daughters and sons-in-
law, Kathy and Charles
Handley, Fargo; Patricia
and Gene Gray, May-
day; Suzie Wethering-
ton, Valdosta; and Judy
and Chris Tolle, Home-
rville; one son and
d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ,
Charles and Lorrie
Wetherington, Valdosta;
one sister, Betty Cason,
Woodbine; nine grand-
children, eight great-
grandchildren and sev-
eral nieces, nephews and
other relatives.
Services for Mrs.
Brockinton were held
Sunday, March 25, 2012,
at three o’clock at the
Wayfare Primitive Bap-
tist Church, Mayday,
Ga.
Officiating was Rev.
Raymond Gabbard, Rev.
Burt Jordan and Rev.
Brett Jarriel. Interment
was in the Wayfare
Church Cemetery.
Active pallbearers
were Kenneth Kaney,
Garry Cason, Steve Ca-
son, Keith Cason, Mylon
Williams, Jonathan Tol-
lle and Sammy Cason.
Honorary pallbearers
were members of the
Fargo Evangelistic
Church and the Fargo
Senior Citizens.
Ms. Jenna Musgrove
sang “His Eye is on the

Sparrow” and “I Can
Only Imagine”, Mrs.
Gail Infinger sang “I
Bowed on my Knees and
Cried Holy”, Mrs. Emily
Griffis sang “Celebrate
Me Home” and Mrs.
Sara Deese sang “Amaz-
ing Grace” with every-
one singing the last
verse together.
Sympathy may be ex-
pressed by signing the
online registry at
www.roundtreefuneral-
home.net.
Roundtree Funeral
Home is in charge of the
arrangements.

Brenda Gail Mercer
Hopkins

Brenda Gail Mer-
cer Hopkins,
age 40, Jasper,

Fl., passed away Friday,
March 23, 2012 at her
home following a brief
illness. Brenda was a na-
tive of Jasper and was
employed by Hamilton
Correctional. She was
preceded in death by her
father, James Mercer.
Survivors include two
sons, Ricky Hopkins
(Rachel) and Joshua
Hopkins, all of Jasper;
one daughter, Angela
Brady (Dominic), Jen-
nings, Fl.; her mother
Betty Tomlinson, Jasper,
Fl.; six brothers, Jerry
Swilley, Jasper, Fl., Jim-
my Mercer, Monticello,
Fl.; Jeff Mercer, Georgia;
Ricky Mercer, Cliff
“Scooby” Mercer and
Kevin Mercer, all of
Jasper, Fl.; Toni Joann
Boyd, Jasper; nine
grandchildren.
Funeral services were
held Monday, March 26,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with Rev. Spencer
Smith-Corbett officiat-
ing, with Mr. Greg God-
win assisting with the
eulogy and some per-
sonal comments to the
family. Interment fol-
lowed in Evergreen
Cemetery.
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

By Angie Land

I recently heard some-
one compare a particu-
lar politician to that kid
in your high school Eng-
lish class who gives an
oral book report, but ob-
viously has not read the
book. No matter how
smooth a speaker they
might be, it soon be-
comes painfully obvious
they did not do their
homework. After five
weeks watching Ne-
hemiah do his home-
work, we are more than
ready for him to present
his vision! So, diving in
and taking only two
verses, Nehemiah confi-
dently shares the mis-
sion with the Jews living
in Jerusalem:
“Then I said to them,
‘You see the trouble we
are in:  Jerusalem lies in
ruins, and its gates have
been burned with fire.
Come let us rebuild the
wall of Jerusalem, and
we will no longer be in
disgrace.’  I also told
them about the gracious
hand of my God upon
me and what the king
had said to me.” (Ne-
hemiah 2:17-18a)
In this short presenta-
tion, we find a success-
ful model of casting a vi-
sion and enlisting others
to join.  Remember all
the groundwork that
Nehemiah had invested
time and effort in up to
this point: “hearing” the
problem, mourning,
fasting and praying for
favor, and asking for the
King’s help. Also, don’t
forget that Nehemiah ar-
rived in Jerusalem three
days prior to this meet-
ing, with no welcome
party. Quietly, he went
about gathering infor-
mation and surveying
the damaged walls. Ne-
hemiah didn’t want a
committee to labor over
every detail…what he
needed was one plan
that would get re-
sults…and fast!

Nehemiah ap-
proached the enlistment
process with the as-
sumption that those liv-
ing in the city were fully
aware of their vulnera-
bility because of the bro-
ken walls. “You see the
trouble…” Nehemiah
knew he didn’t need to
tell them this was a
problem, after all, it was
their homes and family
living without protec-
tion! Notice also how
Nehemiah never ques-
tioned why they had not
already undertaken the
task of repairing. Point-
ing a finger at what oth-
ers “should” have done
never wins allies. The
main concern now is to
move forward. The
walls need repairing.
Let’s repair them.
The next move Ne-
hemiah makes in enlist-
ing others is to join the
mix. Notice that he did-
n’t say, “You need to get
on board because I have
graciously taken a leave
of absence from my im-
portant job at the palace
to come down here and
help you fix your wall.”
Instead, he says, “Come
let us rebuild the wall,
and we will no longer be
in disgrace.” He spoke
aloud the feelings they
all had in common.
There is something so
powerfully motivating
about a leader who con-
siders his or her place
among those being led.
We are quick to follow
those who have a stake
in our fight, but leaders
who stay disconnected
lose respect quickly.
Consider those you have
joined for a task. Did
they simply point you in
a direction, or did they
roll up their sleeves and
join you? Personally, I
tend to want a leader in
the trenches with me!
To seal the deal, Ne-
hemiah then gives a con-
vincing testimony that
displays God’s direction
and blessing over this

project. No doubt he
tells them how he asked
God for favor with King
Artaxerxes, and how
God answered his
prayer above and be-
yond what he imagined.
At this point, I am al-
most certain Nehemiah
pulled out the king’s let-
ters demanding safe
conduct as he traveled,
as well as the invoice for
timber from the king’s
forest. Can’t you hear
him saying, “Look what
God has already done!
God is for us…how can
we fail?”
Being reminded of all
Nehemiah invested in
this project to get to the
place of sharing his vi-
sion is a humbling re-
minder that it takes a lot
of work to begin a work.
Homework must be
done, information gath-
ered, groundwork
laid…we must be will-
ing to count the cost in
order to cast a vision.
And never, ever miss
the opportunity to bear
witness to what God is
up to and give Him glo-
ry. “So they began this
good work.”

Because Every Heart
Matters, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly co lumn written
by Angie Land , Director
o f the Family Life  Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Bap tist Asso ciatio n,
where she teaches bible
stud ies, leads marriage
and  family conferences
and  o ffers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
co up les and  fam ilie s.
Co ntact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net

Heart Matters
Nehemiah #6

Zoey, Ronnie and Ethan Layton would like
to invite you to the upcoming wedding of their
mother Theresa Layton to Jay Creech. Theresa
is a 1999 Suwannee High graduate and is cur-
rently employed as a certified pharmacy tech-
nician at Winn-Dixie pharmacy. Jay is a 1989
Suwannee High graduate and is currently em-
ployed at PCS in White Springs.
The wedding will be held on March 31, 2012
at 6 p.m. at Rosemary Baptist Church with re-
ception to follow at the Live Oak Armory. 
No local invitations will be sent. All friends
and family are invited to attend.

Creech & Layton
wedding reminder

Vanessa Avellaneda
has been selected as the
2011 Employee of the
Year for Suwannee Val-
ley Nursing Center. She
has been employed as a
Certified Nursing Assis-
tant since August 2010. 
Her work is exemplary
and her attitude is conta-
gious. She is always
cheerful and smiling, and
can be found all over the
facility assisting other

staff and residents.
Her residents are al-
ways looking for her on
her off days and when
she returns she is always
asked, “Where have you
been?”
One resident who has
lived here for years has
renamed her Margaret,
to which she answers
without hesitation. She is
very deserving of the
award.

Suwannee Valley Nursing Center 2011 Employee of the Year

SVNC 2011 Employee of the year Vanessa Avellaneda
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Suwannee County Fair
Live Stock Show & Sale

March 30- April 7, 2012 

Fair Schedule of Events
Friday, March 30th
6pm: Dairy Show & Ranch Sorting Sign In
7pm: Rusty Groove Band & Ranch Sorting

Saturday, March 31st
Noon-4pm: Kid’s Craft Day Activities
1pm: Dairy Costume Contest  
2pm: Miss Suwannee County Pageant & Pee Wee Dairy Show
7pm: Demo Derby

Sunday, April 1st Family & Hispanic Day
Sunday All Day Armband: $10
4pm: Entertainment Provided by D.C.O. Musical

Monday, April 2nd
6pm: Youth Goat and Heifer Show
Pedal Tactor Pull & Live Entertainment by Gateway City Big Band

Tuesday, April 3rd - Buddy Night:
11am-1pm: Senior Citizen Day, Free Admission Lunch
6pm: Youth Heifer Show
7pm: Live Entertainment by the Barber Shop Quartet
Armbands $10 per person when you bring a friend

Wednesday April 4th:
7pm: Tracy Starling & Friend Band; Pedal Tractor Pull

Thursday, April 5th:
• Student Day: Free Admission between the hours of 
5-8 pm for students age 6-18
7pm: Suwannee Spirit Cheer Gym Demonstration & Pedal Tractor Pull
FSU Cheerleaders to Perform - Sign Autograph & Take Photos

Friday, April 6th:
7pm: Pedal Tractor Pull
8pm: Justin Case Band

Saturday, April 7th:
9am: 14th Annual 5K Run-A-Fair and Walk/Talk (registration at 8am)
3pm: No-Holds-Barred Lawnmower & Side-by-Side Pull:

For more Information Call (386)362-FAIR 733240gav

THE 97TH SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR, 
LIVESTOCK SHOW AND SALE

FARMIN’, FAMILY, FOOD AND FUN !

NEW LOWER ADMISSION PRICES - ONLY $5 FOR ADULTS AND $3 FOR KIDS

NEW LOW PRICES ON ARMBANDS AND CARNIVAL RIDES

MIDNIGHT MADNESS HOURS 10 PM TO 1 PM – NOW $15
FRIDAY’S EARLY BIRD EXTENDED HOURS – 6 PM TO 1 AM NOW $20 (THAT’S TWO SESSIONS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE)

SATURDAY MATINEE ARMBAND – REDUCED TO $10 WITH COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS 

SATURDAY’S NIGHT ARMBAND – REDUCED TO $15

MIDWAY OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 8 - $10 ADMISSION RIDES ALL RIDES
OPENING TO CLOSING AT 11 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
MIDNIGHT MADNESS - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 10 PM UNTIL 1 AM
EARLY BIRD MADNESS - $20 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL 1 AM

6 PM – DAIRY SHOW & RANCH SORTING SIGN UP • 7 PM – RUSTY GROOVE BAND & RANCH SORTING 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS)

RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM
ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS

EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE
NOON TO 4 PM – KID’S CRAFT DAY ACTIVITIES

1 PM – DAIRY COSTUME CONTEST AND PEE WEE DAIRY SHOW • 2 PM – MISS SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR PAGEANT
7 PM – DEMO DERBY

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
FAMILY AND HISPANIC DAY

2 PM UNTIL CLOSE – ARMBAND REDUCED TO $10, RIDE ALL RIDES  • 4 PM – ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY HISPANIC BAND

MONDAY, APRIL 2
DOLLAR DAY - $1 ADMISSION (OR A CANNED GOOD) AND $1 RIDES

CRAM THE VAN WITH A CAN FOOD DRIVE 
SPONSORED BY CHECK & SCOTT DRUGS

6 PM – YOUTH GOAT AND HEIFER SHOW, PEDAL TRACTOR PULL & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY GATEWAY CITY BIG BAND

TUESDAY, APRIL 3 – BUDDY NIGHT
RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE 

YOU AND YOUR BUDDY PAY $10 EACH
11 AM – SENIOR CITZENS DAY, FREE ADMISSION, LUNCH 
HEROLD WHITE BAND AND SAWMILL DEMONSTRATION

6 PM – YOUTH HEIFER SHOW • 7 PM – LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY THE BARBER SHOP QUARTET

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4 
RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE - $15 ARMBAND

7 PM – TRACY PERRY BAND AND PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

THURSDAY, APRIL 5
STUDENT DAY – STUDENTS (6-18) ADMITTED FREE FROM 5 PM TO 8 PM

RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSE - $15 ARMBAND
7 PM – SUWANNEE SPIRIT CHEER GYM DEMONSTRATION & PEDAL TRACTOR PULL

FRIDAY, APRIL 6
MIDNIGHT MADNESS - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 10 PM UNTIL 1 AM
EARLY BIRD MADNESS - $20 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL 1 AM
7 PM - 18TH ANNUAL TALENT SHOW GRAND FINALE • 8 PM –JUSTIN CASE BAND

SATURDAY, APRIL 7
SCHOOL BOARD EMPLOYEE APRECIATION DAY 

(MUST SHOW SCHOOL BORD ID & PRESENT COUPON)
MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON FROM AREA PUBLICATIONS)

RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM - ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

9 AM – 14TH ANNUAL 5K RUN-A-FAIR AND WALK/TALK (REGISTRATION)
3 PM – NO-HOLDS-BARRED LAWNMOWER & SIDE-BY-SIDE PULL& LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY THE HEROLD WHITE BAND 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8
$10 ADMISSION FREE CARNIVAL RIDES  - OPENING TO CLOSING AT 11 PM 

MARCH 30 – APRIL 8, 2012
THE ALL NEW SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR

SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (386) 362-7366

suwanneecountyfair@live.com   •   www.suwanneecountyfair.org

SAVE $5
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 AND SATURDAY, APRIL 7

MATINEE - $15 ($10 WITH $5 OFF COUPON
RIDE ALL RIDES FROM NOON UNTIL 5 PM

ONE DISCOUNT PER COUPON, SORRY NO EXCEPTIONS
EVENING - $15 ARMBAND, RIDE ALL RIDES FROM 6 PM UNTIL CLOSE

733465

COMPLIMENTS OF Jasper News

The Florida Depart-
ment of Elder Affairs
invites you to join the
award-winning SHINE
Program team of Vol-
unteers. The SHINE
Program helps
Medicare beneficiaries
make informed deci-
sions about Medicare
and health insurance.  

SHINE Volunteers
provide free, unbiased
individual counseling
to elders and their care-
givers about Medicare,
Medicare Prescription
Drug Plans, discounted
or free drug programs,
related health insur-
ance and help clients
apply for low income
programs. Volunteers
may also make educa-
tional presentations to

community groups or
participate in local
health fairs or senior
outreach events.

If you would like
more information
about this exciting op-
portunity, please call
Elder Helpline 1-800-
963-5337 and ask for
Margaret Shaw. Or you
can come and meet a
SHINE volunteer at the
following locations:

Friday, March 30:
Advent Christian Vil-
lage Health Fair, 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Look for
the SHINE table.

Tuesday, April 3:
Suwannee County Fair-
grounds Seniors’ Day,
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Look for the SHINE
table at the entrance.

Thursday, April 5:
Jasper Public Library,
1-3 p.m. Ask for the
SHINE volunteer.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e
training is provided
with meals and travel
related expenses reim-
bursed. The next
scheduled Training
Class is May 1-3, 2012.
from 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Basic computer skills
are required.

SHINE’s m issio n is to
p ro vid e  fre e  and  unb i-
ased  health  insurance
co unse ling th ro ugh  a
d e d icate d  ne tw o rk  o f
vo lunte e rs, e m p o w e r-
ing Flo rid a Senio rs to
m ak e  info rm ed  health-
care  cho ices.

Be a SHINE volunteer
Columbia, Hamilton and Suwannee counties

Spring has "sprung" in our beloved Suwannee River Valley. The temperature
is a bit warmer, and, in our area, folks begin wearing brighter, more vibrant col-
ored clothing, and one hears the whirr or air conditioners and fans as well as the
hum or lawn mowers.  It is a special and, dare I say, an enchanted season along
the banks of the Suwannee. Beautiful wildflowers abound and one's spirits are
lifted by all the many shades of green one sees in the woods and in the bucolic
country side. 

For the past several days, I have thought a good deal about a place and an
event that was fairly common during the days of my childhood and even into
my adult years. The place was the local fountain at most pharmacies/drug stores
in our area, and the event was enjoying any one of the many wonderful refresh-
ments offered there.

I can close my eyes and taste the cool, wondrously sweet elixir of a vanilla or
cherry coke or a cherry smash. I can hear the whirr of the blenders as lime freezes
and milkshakes were made. I remember meeting friends and talking after school
at the local drug stores - in my case in Lake City, where I attended high school,
or up in Jasper, where I spent a lot of time visiting with friends. But I also re-
member with fondness the great fountain treats I enjoyed when I visited rela-
tives over in Live Oak. A trip to the fountain at local pharmacies was, indeed, a
happy and a welcome event in my life.

There were a few times, though, when I didn't feel so well and waited for a
prescription with one of my parents, but even when one felt "under the weath-
er" a pill taken with a cherry coke could make even an unpleasant time seem
more pleasant.  Fountain treats were used as bribery by my parents with my
brother and me - bribery pure and simple. Mama and Daddy would bribe us
with a fountain treat if we didn't cry when we were taken for injections at the
doctors over in Lake City, and in most cases it worked. I would grit my teeth or
pinch my nose, but I refused to give in to tears because I thought about that treat
at the local fountain and when the doctor's visit was over either Dr. Landrum or
his longtime nurse, the late Gretchen Goodbread or Dr. Ozaki or his wife, the late
Mrs. Nettie Ozaki would say, "Mary Lou, or Wade, you can take these boys to
the drug store. They've earned their treat."  Wonderful words, great joy and ef-
fective bribery.

Kayo's Drug Store in Jasper was famous for its "Rainbow Pepsi". This concoc-
tion was a mixture of vanilla, cherry, strawberry, and, sometimes, lemon syrups,

a splash of each, all mixed with carbonated cola and poured over wonderful
crushed ice, it was, indeed, for many, including me, an elixir that was heavenly.

In today's hurried world, one can stop at any convenience store and enjoy a
bottled for canned vanilla or cherry cola, but it's not the same, it just isn't. You
can even "draw one" pre-mixed from their fountains, but that's not the same ei-
ther. No, it's not the same wonderful carbonated concoction so many of us sa-
vored at local drug store fountains.

In today's world, most of us lead busy lives. We all love a store where we can
do "one stop shopping". We can purchase clothing, hardware, auto parts, gro-
ceries and prescriptions all at one store, and we can do it while we are having
the oil changed in our car. The prescription bottles resemble those of the days
when we purchased prescriptions in local pharmacies, but, while we have all the
convenience available to us at the super store. We cannot sit at a fountain and
enjoy a chocolate soda, or a milkshake or a fountain coke while we wait for our
prescription. Gone are the days.

I recently told the owner of a new business in our area that I wished he would
obtain an old drug store fountain and open it up for business. I don't know how
viable or profitable it would be but it would certainly be wonderful to stop by
for those great refreshments so indelibly imprinted in the memories of many of
us who grew up in this area.

Here in our Suwannee River Valley, we are blessed with so many time hon-
ored and wonderful traditions. How I would love to enjoy many of them as I
sipped, once again, on a vanilla or cherry coke.

No need longing for the past, it isn't going to return. There is a lot in the past
I would not want to revisit. I love air conditioning, satellite television service and
my computer. But I sure do miss the fountains in local pharmacies. A great mem-
ory. I am glad I was there to "live" that event, time and place, in our beloved
Suwannee River Valley.

From the Eight Mile Still, on the Woodpecker Route, north of White Springs. I
wish each of you a great day filled with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love
and laughter.



up the meeting because of
it.
“The town has to have

that on file,” Townsend
said. “It is a must before
construction can begin.”
Mayor Helen Miller stat-

ed that the Camp Estate
who donated the land for
the library stipulated that
the site plans needed to be
signed and sealed by an ar-
chitect as part of the war-
ranty deed. She suggested
tabling the issue until all
the requirements were in
place and also to schedule
a workshop to better under-
stand what the town’s re-
quirements and responsi-
bilities were.  
Hamilton County Com-

missioner Randy Ogburn
was in the audience and
stated he couldn’t imagine
that Bailey did not supply
the proper documents.
Townsend responded that
he had asked twice for the
documents but had yet to
receive them. He also said
that two weeks prior, Bai-
ley had given him a one
page overview plan of the
library. He said he called
Bailey and told him he
needed five signed, sealed
site plans for the board.
Townsend said Bailey
brought in the plans but
they lacked the seal. He
then called and spoke to
McCormick again, stating
he needed the signed,
sealed plans and Mc-
Cormick said he would get
them to him.
Ogburn said he was get-

ting frustrated with all the
delays on the project and
even suggested calling the
whole thing off.
That’s when things heat-

ed up and accusations be-
gan flying. Councilman
Richard Marshall suggest-
ed accepting the plans and
moving forward with the
project contingent on re-
ceiving the sealed plans
from Bailey.
Resident Woody

Woodard spoke up saying
that for the last two years
they have been trying to
construct a new library and
that the retention pond was
completed last year. 
He said, “The town of

White Springs has not ful-
filled their obligation to
move this thing forward. I
think we need to look at
this and I realize that you
don’t want the library
there,” he added, which
was met with objections
from the board.
Woodard said he thought

it would be a grave mistake
not to accept a free library
since the old one is literally
falling apart and he ac-
cused the board of not
wanting one in White

Springs.
Miller said, “I’m totally

upset with your comment.”
Woodard replied, “I fig-

ured you would be.”
“We really want a library

in this town,” said Miller.
“On your terms,”

Woodard piped up, and
then his wife Tracy cau-
tioned him to be quiet.
Woodard apologized and

left the room.
Ogburn spoke up again

saying he didn’t under-
stand why nothing was
mentioned the night before
at the board of adjustments
meeting that the signed and
sealed plans had not been
given to the board. He said
the adjustment board
should not have made the
recommendation to accept
the plans if they were not
complete and Miller
agreed. Ogburn offered to
call Bailey right then and
have him bring over the
proper documents.
Councilman Dennis

Price made a motion to ap-
prove the site plans contin-
gent upon Bailey bringing
the documents, so as not to
hold up the project, but
Miller said she would not
call for a vote.
“This town has been, in

my view, taken for granted

for years now on many is-
sues,” Miller said. “One
example is the closure of
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary without our participa-
tion on that vote. The coun-
ty is a party to that and we
haven’t had support there.
In the planning of the li-
brary, we haven’t been in-
volved in that aspect, ei-
ther.” 
Price and Marshall both

disagreed with Miller and
wanted to proceed with the
vote.
Ogburn challenged

Miller’s comments about
the school issue stating that
the county commission
does not run the school
system. He went on to say
that the county commission
has been keeping the town
in the loop about the li-
brary project since its in-
ception when the Camp
family donated the land,
which was before Miller
took office as mayor. He
also reminded her that the
county spent a lot of mon-
ey repaving roads and in-
stalling sidewalks in the
historic district.
“It’s not like you all have

been left out of the loop,”
said Ogburn.
He went on to identify

other improvements the

county has made for White
Springs and again said that
if the town did not want the
library he would go back to
the county commission and
say the project was off the
table.
Vice mayor Walter

McKenzie said that after
going through legal issues
in the past, due to not fol-
lowing proper procedures
on building projects, that
he merely wanted the
board to follow proper pro-
cedure.
“We were told that those

plans would be here
tonight,” McKenzie said.
McKenzie apologized to

Ogburn for not letting him
know they had not yet re-
ceived the signed, sealed
plans because he was cer-
tain Ogburn would have
made sure they were there.
“I don’t think there was

any conspiracy to withhold
information from any-
body,” McKenzie added.
“We do want a library. We
do appreciate what the
county has done for us in
order to make progress to-
ward getting the library we
would like to have.”
McKenzie said the board

would call a special meet-
ing and do what needed to
be done as soon as they re-

ceived the proper paper-
work from Bailey.
Woody Woodard re-

turned to the meeting and
he apologized to Miller,
who accepted his apology.
Woodard then asked what
they could do to move the
library project forward. 
“Your apology is accept-

ed, Woody,” Miller said. “It
irritated me, too, because
of all the work we’re doing
here, myself included, to
upgrade the entire town
and clearly a library is
needed, and you know that
I feel that way. I’m frustrat-
ed by a number of issues
facing us at this time.”
Attorney Fred Koberlein

stated that Townsend was
correct that signed, sealed
plans were needed in order
for the board to vote on ap-
proving the construction of
the library.
“As for now, any motion

that is made contrary to a
national, state or any other
type of law is a void mo-
tion,” Koberlein said.
“There is a specific statute
governing engineers and
architects. If they plan to
present some document,
whether it be a site plan,
contract, study or what-not
that’s going to be public
record, for example, the

same as when Dollar Gen-
eral comes into town, those
have to be sealed and af-
fixed and signed.”
“So our mayor was right

in refusing to call for a
vote,” Woodard said.
Koberlein said he had no

comment and Woodard
then applauded Miller for
her stance.
Miller again said the is-

sue would be tabled.
Betty Lawrence, the re-

gional library director was
in attendance and offered
to help in any way she
could. Lawrence said she
would contact Bailey the
following day and get the
proper documents, so that
the board could call a spe-
cial meeting to approve the
site plans. 
Before the council meet-

ing ended, Bailey arrived
with the signed and sealed
plans. The board then vot-
ed to accept the planning
and zoning board recom-
mendation for the library
construction.
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731586

 THE  LOT
 T he P rim e S pot to 

 B uy or S ell U sed V ehicles

 W.E. “Buddy” Nail
 Corner of 

 Bascom Norris & 
 Branford Hwy.

 Lake City, FL
 386-752-2404
 386-752-5696
 386-623-6416 Open: Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-1

 733
813

 1986 FORD 700 
 SPREADER TRUCK
    8.2 L DETROIT, 5 SPEED, 

 SPREADER BODY
 COMPLETELY REBUILT

 $10,000
 1995 NISSAN 
 PATHFINDER XE

 V6,  2 WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO, 
 CRUISE, A/C, TILT WHEEL

 $3,250
 1997 FORD XLT 
 AEROSTAR SPORT
 3.0 L V6, AUTO, FRONT 
 & REAR A/C, CRUISE
 RUNNING BOARDS, 

 REAR WIPER/DEFROSTER

 $3,250
 2000 JEEP 

 GRAND CHEROKEE
 AUTO, V6, COLD A/C, 
 SUNROOF, LEATHER,
 NICE VEHICLE

 $4,650
 2001 CHEVY 
 TAHOE LT

 5.3 L V8, AUTO, LEATHER,
 FRONT & REAR A/C, LOADED

 $8,000
 1991 CHEVY S-10  BLAZER

 AUTO, V-6 4.3L, A/C

 $3,600
 1999 FORD ESCORT

 AUTO, 4-CYLINDER, CRUISE, A/C

 $2,600
 1996 FORD RANGER 

 PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 2.3L, A/C

 $3,000
 1990 FORD RANGER XLT

 V-6, 5-SPEED

 $2,200
 1993 NISSAN KING 

 CAB PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 4-CYLINDER
 $ 2,250

 1997 CHEVY S-10  BLAZER
 V-6, A/C, AUTO
 $ 4,000
 2000 FORD

 EXPLORER  XLT 
 5.0 LITER V8, AUTO, 4D
 CLEAN &  RUNS GREAT
 $ 3,995

Submitted

Director of Educational Services for
WFSU Television, Kim Kelling En-
gstrom, shared some great news with
the Hamilton County School Board at
its Feb. 13 business meeting. Engstrom
explained that WFSU had written sev-
eral grants on behalf of the school sys-
tem. The grants will fund numerous

projects that are designed to expand
students’ educational experiences,
such as Martha Speaks, Reading Bud-
dies, and Super Why camps. 
Engstrom shared that she is excited

to be working with Hamilton County
teachers and principals, and is looking
forward to assisting the district in im-
plementing enhancements to the cur-
riculum.

WFSU grants to include local schools

Assistant Superintendent Rex Mitchell, Superintendent Martha Butler, Kim Engstrom, and Feder-
al Programs Coordinator Phyllis Porter. - Courtesy Photo

Folks took advantage of a rather
large swap meet at Suwannee
Hardware during the Wild Azalea

Festival held Saturday, March 17 in
White Springs. Here are a few
scenes.

Suwannee Hardware Swap Meet

Vendors galore with a vari-
ety of items for sale at the
swap meet.

Freshly barbecued ribs are
ready for eating. 

- Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

White Springs Library Project
Continued From Page 1A
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Kids Zone scenes
Kids had plenty to do

at the Wild Azalea Festi-
val held in White

Springs Saturday, March
17. Here are a few
scenes. 

Follow the sign to the Kids Zone.

Children waited in line for their pony ride.

The petting zoo was one of the kids favorites.

A big draw was the dunking booth.

These kids enjoyed the mammoth slide.

Up and down the slide he went.

The huge bounce house is ready to rock and roll.

White Springs Police Department sponsored the Kids Zone.

and encourages the growth
of reliable industry jobs. 
“I went to Tallahassee

this year with the intention
of doing all I could to
boost our economy.” Bem-
bry added, “I was proud to
support measures that im-
proved the business cli-
mate and provides for the
creation of jobs.”
Bembry authored legis-

lation that allows property
owners to open their land
up to charities and non-
profits in order for them to
introduce young Floridi-
ans to the outdoors. The
measure, supported by

groups such as the Florida
Wildlife Commission and
NRA, passed both the
House and Senate without
opposition.
“I was fortunate enough

to grow up in the country
and experience the beauty
of rural Florida, but not
every child is so lucky,”
said Bembry. “Now
landowners can allow
school groups or charita-
ble groups to bring kids to
their farms or ranches
without fearing the
tremendous liability costs
that had existed in the
past.”
These measures now

await the signature of Gov.

Scott in order to become
law.
Bembry, a farmer from

Greenville, noted not
everything was positive
about the year stating that
partisanship was at an all
time high, and public edu-
cation seemed to come un-
der attack. 
“I couldn’t believe any-

one would vote to increase
tuition in times like these
and I did all I could to de-
feat it,” said Bembry, re-
ferring to a measure that
will see significant tuition
hikes at the state’s largest
public universities.
One piece of legislation

adversely affects county

government and the
method by which Medic-
aid funds are reimbursed
from state government. 
“I spoke with county of-

ficials across North Flori-
da who were upset by the
move,” said Bembry.
“Many of them didn’t
know how they would
handle the new costs with-
out laying off staff and
cuts to services.”
Bembry also opposed

the so-called “parent trig-
ger” bills that came
through the Legislature
this year. 
“That idea may sound

good but it’s a huge issue,”
Bembry said. “Taking tax-

payer funds and turning
them over to out-of-state,
for-profit corporations is-
n’t going to be in the best
interest of our kids. I un-
derstand the frustration of
parents with failing
schools, but handing con-
trol over to someone who
wants to make money off
of the problem isn’t the
answer.”
Political posturing and

gamesmanship also drew
Bembry’s ire. 
“This was the most par-

tisan session I’ve seen in
my time at the Capitol,”
said Bembry. “There are
still folks hurting from this
recession, but too many in

the Legislature were fo-
cused on winning elec-
tions, not getting things
done.” 
Bembry has been widely

recognized as the most in-
dependent member of the
House of Representatives,
often working with mem-
bers of both the majority
and minority parties to
pass or amend laws that
benefit the people he rep-
resents.
With the Florida

Supreme Court rejection
of the new state Senate
districts passed earlier in
the year, the Legislature
was reconvened for a brief
special session.

Rep. Bembry ends final legislative session
Continued From Page 1A

ter withdrawals averaged
3.6 billion gallons per
day,” he said.
He went on to explain

the geological properties
of the earth above the
aquifer and how it con-
trols confinement and
recharge. In areas where
the earth is thick with clay
and other materials in the
upper part of the aquifer,
recharge (rain water) can't
get through easily, he
said. 
The Suwannee River,

he said, is big enough that
it never actually goes un-
derground. However, in
transition areas between
confined and unconfined
areas of the aquifer is
where sinkholes develop,
such as where the Alapa-
ha, Withlacoochee and
Santa Fe rivers go under-
ground and then re-
emerge elsewhere. 
“This is where water

levels are decreased the
most,” said Jenkins. “It's
related to confinement. If
you start pumping those
areas and the pumpage is
greater than the level of
recharge getting into it,
what happens is the level
of the surface drops.”
To explain sinkholes,

Jenkins said, the aquifer
has many groundwater
circulation areas. With
rainfall being slightly
acidic and the limestone
of the aquifer being basic,
when the two mix it dis-

solves the limestone and
creates caverns and cavi-
ties as the groundwater
aggressively circulates
over the course of many
years. Many of those cav-
erns are full of water, but
when the surface water
level drops it creates air
pockets and the rocks
above it suddenly drop
creating a sinkhole.
Lafayette County, Jenk-

ins said, is located in an
unconfined area of the
aquifer and water levels
aren't as low as they are in
areas farther north. When
it rains in Lafayette the
aquifer responds quickly
with rising river waters. 
Because there are so

many wells in the region
and so much pumpage go-
ing on, Jenkins said they
have to carefully watch
the water levels in the up-
per part of the aquifer.
“If the levels drop here,

you can almost predict
that it will affect the flows
in our rivers and our
springs,” he said. “The
flows will decrease as the
level goes down and
sometimes will cease al-
together if the aquifer
drops too low. Now we've
got to add some with-
drawals to it.”
If the withdrawals ex-

ceed the ability of the
aquifer to recharge, he
said, then there will be
drawdown and if it's bad
enough the springs and
the rivers could dry up.
One place in particular

where that has already
happened is White Sul-
phur Springs, which basi-
cally stopped flowing in
1977. There is a lot of wa-
ter in the entire aquifer
that goes quite deep be-
low us, but if the upper
levels aren't managed
properly, then it affects
the flows of the rivers and
springs, he added.
According to the 2010

water supply assessment,
Jenkins said, the conse-
quences of declining wa-
ter levels have affected
the upper Suwannee River
at White Springs, which is
an area of great concern
that the SRWMD is trying
to recover.
Additionally, using a

groundwater flow model,
Jenkins said that some-
time between 2010 and
2030, if pumpage contin-
ues the way it is, it will
affect the lower Santa Fe
and its springs.
Solutions to the prob-

lem include setting mini-
mum flow levels at the
lower Santa Fe and
Ichetucknee Rivers by the
end of 2012, and at the
upper Suwannee River
and the White Sulphur
and Suwannee Springs by
2013, which Jenkins said
they are already working
on. Also, the SRWMD is
working with the St.
Johns district and the
FDEP through an intera-
gency agreement that was
set up in September 2011.
Moving forward, the fu-

ture focus of that agree-
ment is to prepare reports
on groundwater level de-
clines to be peer-reviewed
by the National Research
Council (NRC); develop a
joint regional groundwa-
ter flow model; institute
data collection and shar-
ing; develop a consistent
MFL process and define
harm; and institute joint
development of recov-
ery/prevention strategies,
as well as planning and
implementation for recov-
ery.
The purpose of Jenkins

presentation is to commu-
nicate to the public the ef-
forts of the interagency
agreement (the North
Florida Regional Water

Supply Partnership) to
citizens in both the
Suwannee and St. John's
water management dis-
tricts. A stakeholder com-
mittee will be formed and
will be the advisory body
to the water management
districts and the FDEP.
The committee will have
six representatives from
each district. Interested
applicants who represent
various water user groups,
organizations and entities
are encouraged to visit
www.northfloridawater.co
m and fill out the indica-
tion of interest form,
which is due by April 6.
Another helpful website

is www.mysuwanneeriv-
er.com where you can

view up-to-date water
levels in the SRWMD dis-
trict.
“A mistake that we've

made is that this is a big
system and what happens
up here (the upper part of
the aquifer) affects us
down here, so that's what
we're trying to get every-
one to understand,” Jenk-
ins said. “It's not just in
your own backyard. Un-
fortunately, it took a long
time for this to happen
and it's going to take a
long time to fix it, but
we've got to start fixing it.
That's the main thing and
we're working on it. The
only way we're going to
fix it is by working very
closely with St. Johns.”

Sr. hydrologist explains how the Floridan Aquifer works
Continued From Page 1A

The SRWMD slide show begins with a presentation by Sr, Hydrologist Dale Jenkins. 
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor



PAGE 9ATHURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2012 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Suwannee County Fair and Youth Livestock Show and Sale to be held March 30 - April 7, 2012. We are
proud to say we have ”Farmin’, Family, Food & Fun!” The Suwannee County Fair is one of Suwannee County's most trea-
sured traditions.The Fair began 97 years ago and even with the changing times it continues to meet the annual challenges of
encouraging and celebrating the best in our community. We provide a venue to showcase food,entertainment, business,
music, innovation agriculture, art, and education.The Fair is for the people of Suwannee County and it's surrounding com-
munties.It is everything that is our community in one place for all to see. It's 9 Days of Fun. 
A special thanks to the men and women who continue to work hard all year long to keep our Fair going and to the area
businesses and organizations that provide much needed support. Come to the Fair and enjoy viewing, doing and learning
from all we have to offer.

WELCOME! To our 97th Annual Suwannee County Fair Livestock Show and Sale.

Sincerely,

Tim Alcorn
President

Farmin’, Family,
Food & Fun!

March 30 - April 7, 2012
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Now in its 13th
year, the goat
show has continu-
ally expanded
since its begin-
nings in 1999. 
For participants
in the dairy show
at the

Suwan-
nee
County
Fair and
Youth
Livestock
Show and Sale, it’s
all about the ud-
ders. “There is ma-
jor udder empha-
sis,” according to
Fred Henderson.
“The judges will
be looking at the
cows as milk facto-
ries.”
The rabbit and
poultry exhibit
may house the
smallest animals at
the Suwannee
County Fair and
Youth Livestock
Show and Sale, but
they are hardly
overlooked. Orga-
nizers of the exhib-
it predict most all
fairgoers take at
least one trip
through their
barns.  “The
crowds love to
walk through this
barn and look at

the different rab-
bits and poultry.”
She adds this is
also “a great
way to get
young kids start-
ed in the fair
process.”

The annual
hog show
and sale of
the
Suwan-
nee
County
Fair and

Livestock
Show and

Sale is the longest
running tri-county
show and sale in
the state.
Can you imagine
leading 1,000
pounds of animal
around a small
ring by a modest
rope with five oth-
er 1,000 pound ani-
mals surrounding
you? Well, that’s
what it boils down
to for the young
men and women
who will be partic-

ipating in the
steer show
and

sale
at
the

97th
Annual Suwannee
County Fair and
Youth Livestock
Show and Sale.
It’s all about be-
ing a good mother!
That is the decid-
ing criterion for
the girls in the
heifer show at the
Suwannee County
Fair and Youth
Livestock Show
and Sale. The
judges will look at
the age of the
heifer and her size
for her age and
then make their
best judgment. A
grand champion
and a reserve
grand champion
will be chosen.

The Suwannee
County Fair Asso-
ciation 5K Run-A-
Fair and
Walk/Talk is back
and is held in con-
junction with the
Suwannee County
Fair. The event
is a competitive
event for run-
ners and walk-
ers, but the
walk/talk can
be enjoyable to
those who
want to walk
with a group
and have fun.
Course: The
course begins
at the Suwan-

nee County Colise-
um and winds
through one of
Live Oak’s finest
neighborhoods.
The 3.1 mile
course out and
back is flat and

fast with two wa-
ter stops.
• T-shirts to all
entrants (runners
and walkers).
• Awards to top
three in all age
groups.

• Award cere-
mony 30 min-
utes after race.
• Refresh-
ments at start
and finish line.
Time: Race day
registration 8
a.m. Race starts
at 9 a.m.
Cost: $10 indi-
vidual open-
class,  (Make
checks payable
to Suwannee

County Fair).
Classifications:
Age groups for
male and female -
12 years and un-
der, 13-17, 18-23,
24-30, 31-39, 40-49,
50-59, 60-70 and 71
and over. Parent
or guardian signa-
ture required if
under 16 years of
age.
Race date: Satur-
day, April 7.

You’re invited to enter your baked goods at the Suwannee County Fair
Livestock Show and Sale Baked goods Exhibit. So get out your best recipes
and bake it and bring it on in! We take cookies, cakes, breads and even candy,
if it’s baked. First, second, and third place ribbons will be awarded, and best
of class will receive a $10 premium and best of show will receive a $25 premi-
um. Baked goods need to be registered between the hours of 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., March 29, 2012.

No county fair would be complete without an Arts and Crafts Exhibit,
and the 97th Annual Suwannee County Fair and Youth Livestock Show
and Sale is no exception.  This year’s fair promises an abundance of hand-
crafted, homemade articles.  From quilts to holiday crafts to handmade
toys, there will be something for everyone.  Categories are separated by age
and manufacturing level.  There will be four divisions, including youth (up
to age 18), adult, exceptional and professional.  The item must have been
made in the last 12 months and may not have been shown at a previous
fair.  Ribbons will be awarded for first, second and third place winners.  All
exhibits must be registered between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. March 29, 2012.  Fair
goers  should be sure to take a stroll through this exhibit to see first hand
the talent that lies within Suwannee County.
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Baked Goods ExhibitCreative

Suwannee County Fair 
Livestock Show and Sale

** F R E E **

Senior Citizen’s
Day 

at the Fair
A free lunch will be provided 

10 a.m. till 1 p.m.
Tuesday, April 3 

Come enjoy the exhibits, 
animals and entertainment

Lunch will be served at noon

As the 97th Annual Suwannee
County Fair and Livestock Show
and Sale draws near, singers,
dancers and comedians are pol-
ishing up their acts for
the Suwannee County
Fair Amateur
Talent Show.
The show is
sponsored by
the Suwannee
County Fair As-
sociation. We
could not do this
event without
the support from
the fair association
and the Spirit of
Suwannee Music Park.
This is the chance many
of our contestants have been wait-
ing for. 
Organizers Hillary Cannon and

Tori Musgrove are expecting
many contestants this year. The

show will be divided into three
phases. Phase one will take place
Saturday, March 31, 2012 at 7 p.m.
Phase two will take place Mon-

day, April 2, 2012 at 8
p.m. The grand fi-
nale will take place
Friday April 6, at
7 p.m. with the
grand prize win-
ner receiving
$1,000  given by
the Spirit of
Suwannee Music

Park. All shows
start at 7 p.m. or 8
p.m. It will be out
on the midway- --
look for the tent.

The Suwannee County
Fair Amateur Talent Show offers
three nights of fun, excitement,
anticipation and potential to win
a lot of money.

Suwannee County Fair 
Amateur Talent Show

 Cash Deals
 *  No Credit Check 

 *  No Contract
 *  No Credit Card 

 Required
 Have TV Today

 #1 Dealer In Town  386-344-2957

 73
33

00

73
33

04

Suwannee County Fair 
Association

5K Run-A-Fair and
Walk/Talk

The Dairy and
Livestock show

and sale
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J. Sherman Frier, R.L.S. Tim Alcorn, P.S.M.

LIVE OAK, FL
PHONE: 386-362-4629
FAX: 386-362-5270
EMAIL: jsfa@windstrem.net

MAYO, FL
PHONE: 386-294-1223

FAX: 386-294-1363
EMAIL: jsfam@windstream.net

J. Sherman Frier 
& Associates

Registered Land Surveyors
P.O. Box 580 • Live Oak, FL 32064 73

33
01

 US Hwy. 129 • Live Oak
 330-2488

 733303

733309

itʼs who you ride with.
Itʼs not just what you ride,

When the road calls, Iʼm there
with great rates and custom service.
For a quick quote, call me today.

Rob Cathcart, Agent
115 Grand Street NE
Live Oak, FL 32064
Bus: 386-364-7900
rob.cathcart.j656@statefarm.com

Ag-Pro
of Live Oak

Nothing runs like a Deere.

Hwy 129 South
Live Oak, FL

386-362-1113

(formerly Live Oak Tractor Co.)

73
33

57
aw

v

Ranch Sorting
March 30; 7 p.m.

Sign Up 6 p.m.; Ride 7 p.m.

Entry Fees:
$25 Per Individual; $50 Per Team
$500 Added; 50% Pay Back

Pro-Nov Entry Fees:
Must have at least one Nov. Rider on each team

$10 Per Individual; $20 Per Team
2 Belt Buckles; 50% Pay Back

“Deter-
mination

of
novice
rider will
be at the 
Arena
Direc-
tor’s dis-
cretion.”
All spec-
tators &
partici-
pants
are re-
quired to
pay
Gate
Admis-
sion

March 31, 2012 @ 2:00 P.M.
Suwannee County Fair Grounds

Miss Suwannee
County Fair

Pageant

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

www.SUWANNEEPAGEANTS.com

 SUWANNEE COUNTY FAIR LIVE OAK, FL
 DEMOLITION DERBY

 FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: T.E. PROMOTIONS, INC. “KING OF THE DERBIES” www.kingofthederbies.com 812-871-7728 or 727-729-7397

 SATURDAY, MARCH 31 • 7 P.M.
 ANY YEAR CAR - OPEN TO THE WORLD

 HEATS - CONSY - 
 FEATURE - TROPHIES 

 & PRIZE MONEY

 CRASH-BAM-

 SLAM
 ENTRY FEE  $ 25 GATES OPEN AT  NOON

 733803

 Abra Antojitos Mexicanos Evento familiar. Las entradas solo $5.00 podras disfrutar de los eventos de la feria Live Oak

 Gran bailaso
 este 1 de Abril 2pm

 En los terrenos de la feria
 La presentatcion de D.O.C. Musical

 733802



Ed ito r's no te :  The
Jasp er New s p rints the
entire  arrest reco rd
each  w eek .  If yo ur
nam e  ap p ears here  and
yo u are  late r fo und  no t
guilty o r the  charges
are  d ro p p ed , w e  w ill
be  hap p y to  m ak e  no te
o f th is in the  new sp a-
p er w hen jud icial
p ro o f is p resented  to
us by yo u o r the  au-
tho ritie s.
The following abbre-

viations are used be-
low:
DAC - Department

of Agriculture Com-
mission

DOA - Department
of Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida De-

partment of Law En-
forcement
FHP - Florida High-

way Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task
Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration

and Custom Enforce-
ment
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Po-

lice Department
OALE - Office of

Agricultural Law En-

forcement
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White

Springs Police Depart-
ment
March 15, Michael

Augustin, 37, Albany,
Ga., VOP-DWLS, Theft
to deprive, unlawful li-
cense tag sticker (2
counts): DTF-Browns-
field

March 15, Oliver
Wendell Young Sr., 57,
10570 Moore Street,
White Springs, Fla.,
false 911 calls or mis-
use: HCSO - Murphy

March 15, Willie Un-
drell Felton, 35, 1221
Bee Street, Jennings,

Fla., VOP - O/C strong
armed robbery: P&P-
Redic

March 16, Charles
Franklin Williams, Jr.,

54, 1642 Prowmore Dri-
ve, Bradenton, Fla.,
possession of less than
20 grams marijuana,
DWLS: DTF

March 16, Jedidiah
Sampson Rickey, 26,
6105 SW CR 751, Jasper,
Fla., in to serve sixth
weekend: HCSO-walk
in. 
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BCFCU welcomes Hamilton county residents!

If  you 
live, work, 
worship, or 

attend school 
in Hamilton 

County, you can 
now join our 

family!

We want to finance 
your vehicle loan!

Apply online
www.bcfcu.coop

After hours service, 
7 days  a week

Call a loan representative for details 
or apply online @ www.bcfcu.coop

Thorter (223-7151), Sherry (223-7156) 
or Cynthia (223-7152)

We will meet or beat any local competitor’s rate!

$200New Auto
Rates as 

low as

3.25%
Up to 72 months

Used Auto
Rates as 

low as

4.25%
Up to 60 months

Cash in-hand 
for loans over 

$10,000

$100
for loans over 

$5,000

Plus Free Gap Insurance! 7
3
2
2
7
0

1825 S Jefferson Street
Perry, FL  32348

www.bcfcu.coop
850-223-7100

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY 
Federal Credit Union

AGENDA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Room 112 - Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
 Jasper, Florida 

MEETING DATE: APRIL 3, 2012 
THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE 
BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME. HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN 
ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME. 

LISTED ITEMS 
1) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
2) CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
3) REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORTS AND REQUESTS
4) SPECIAL ELECTION - SLOT MACHINES
5) APPROVE BILLS 
6) CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
7) ADJOURN 

TIME CERTAIN ITEMS 
9:00 A.M. - CALL TO ORDER - INVOCATION - PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
9:05 A.M. - 2010 CDBG PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS
9:10 A.M. - LAND USE AND SHIP PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS
9:15 A.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS - STATUS REPORT AND REQUESTS

A) SELECTION OF TWO (2) CANDIDATE PROJECTS FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS:
1) FY 2015/2016 COUNTY INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM
2) FY 2015/2016 SMALL COUNTY OUTREACH PROGRAM
3) FY 2015/2016 SMALL COUNTY ROAD ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

9:30 A.M. - WHITE SPRINGS LIBRARY PROJECT - BID AWARD

DUE TO PUBLICATON DEADLINE, THIS WILL NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE 
BOARD. A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY, March 28, 2012 FROM THE OFFICE OF CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, 
COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA, ON 

Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the 
subject matter of their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board 
Meeting the following Tuesday. 

(*) NOTICE: Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County 
Commissioners, not having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, 
and desiring to make a presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of 
meeting time. The Board of County Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing 
whose subject has not been shown on the agenda; however, action by the Board on any such 
matter can only be taken upon determination of an emergency situation. Any identifiable 
group of three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic. 

In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person 
decides to appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to 
proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record includes testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is based. 

NOTIFICATION: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE 
AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207 
NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER 
THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-
0857. 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M. 
733966

Arrest
Records
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