
By Joyce Marie Taylor
Hamilton County
High School (HCHS)
band students have
been on the move and
working diligently to
perfect their musical
talents. On Thursday,
March 8, Nicholas
Winslow, director of in-

strumental and choral
music at HCHS, was
able to take 17 of his
students to an event
called Music Perfor-
mance Assessment
(MPA) in Tallahassee.
The event was held in
the Opperman Music
Hall on Florida State
University’s campus. 
“The band performed
on stage for three
judges who sat in the
back of the hall and
made both written and

SEE HIGH, PAGE 2A
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Today’s Weather

Areas of patchy fog early. Mostly
cloudy in the morning. Isolated thun-
derstorms may develop later in the
day. High 86F. Winds SE at 5 to 10
mph. Chance of rain 30%. For up to
the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
86° F
Precip: 30%
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468

 For Kids  12 & Under

Local resident Tom Moffses took these photos of the Suwannee River at the boat landing at Stephen Foster State Park in White Springs. Left is June 2011 as the
Suwannee River was  slowed to a trickle and, right, March 2012 after some much needed rain.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A special referendum elec-
tion will be held in Hamilton
County on April 10 asking
voters to approve or reject a

slot machine wagering li-
cense. All Hamilton County
registered voters are eligible
to vote. If the referendum
passes, an agreement will be
drawn up as to what percent-
age of revenue the county will

receive.
Early voting dates are
March 31 through April 5
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
supervisor of elections office
in the courthouse annex. Ab-
sentee voting is available on
request by calling 386-792-
1426.
The Hamilton County

Board of County Commis-
sioners voted 4-1 on Tuesday,
Dec. 20, to allow the special
referendum, which was re-
quested by the owner of
Hamilton Jai Alai & Poker
and Hamilton Downs Race
Track, Robert Glenn Richards,

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Wild Azalea Festi-
val in White Springs
brought out hundreds of
people on Saturday,
March 17. One of the
highlights of the day was
the crowning of Little
Miss Azalea 2012 which
went to Savannah Ha-
gan. Andrea Cromartie
took runner up and third
place went to Sabrina
Zellars.
The day began at 10
a.m. with a full schedule
of arts, crafts, entertain-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The sounds of the tannic acid
water of the Suwannee River
as it rushed into the spring
house at White Sulpher Spring
on Saturday, March 17 was
bigger than its bite. The roar of
the water was loud, but the re-
cent rains barely made a differ-
ence in the dried up spring, as
the river water meandered into
the lower-most opening of the
spring house.

In the 1800s this particular
sulphur spring in the town of
White Springs was promoted
as a cure for just about any ail-
ment and visitors came from
miles away to soak in the heal-
ing waters. After a log hotel
was built beside the spring it
became a popular health resort
and one of Florida's first
tourist destinations. 
In the late 1800s, 14 luxury
hotels, as well as other board-
ing houses in the area, accom-
modated all the visitors who

arrived by special excursion
train.
Records show that in 1906
the spring was enclosed with
gates and a high coquina (sed-
imentary rock) and concrete
wall to keep the river out. A
four-tiered building on either
side of the spring contained
shops, dressing rooms, and
clinical examination rooms.
Among the resort's famous
visitors up until the 1950s were
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On Monday, March 12,
Hamilton County teach-
ers and school-related
employees were recog-
nized at an awards cere-
mony at the J.R.E. Lee
Administrative Complex
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BARELY MAKING A DIFFERENCE

White Sulphur Spring whets its palate
The spring house has a long way to go before it fills up again. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

High school band performs in Tallahassee

HCHS band students are excited to go to FSU to play. - Courtesy Photo
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Spring break for
students begins

Monday. Enjoy your
week off!
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Three current White
Springs Town Council
members will be return-
ing to office on April 24
to serve another two
years as all three ran un-

White Springs
Town Council
Election news
Marshall,
McKenzie,
Miller will 
be sworn in
April 24

SEE MARSHALL, PAGE 10A



cafeteria in Jasper. More
than 100 folks turned out
for the event that includ-
ed a performance by the
Hamilton County High
School band, directed by
Nicholas Winslow, and a
posting of colors by the
AFJROTC. HCHS junior
Rachel Sullivan per-
formed a beautiful ren-
dition of the “Star Span-
gled Banner.”

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Martha Butler gave the
opening remarks and
she, along with school
board members Damon
Deas, Gary Godwin,
Johnny Bullard, Jeanie
Daniels and Sammy Mc-
Coy were front and cen-
ter to offer photo oppor-
tunities for each of the
winners. 

Each honoree received
a plaque, a $100 Visa gift
card and a flex day of
their choice for next
school year. First Federal

Bank of Florida also gave
each winner a gift bag.

District 2013 Teacher
of the Year was present-
ed to Leigh Ann Norris
of South Hamilton Ele-
mentary.

“This teacher goes
above and beyond,” But-
ler said. “She is indeed
the absolute mirror of
what a teacher of the
year should be.”

Butler said she will ac-
company Norris to Or-
lando this summer
where Norris will be
competing for teacher of
the year for the state of
Florida.

District School-Related
Employee of the Year for
2012 was presented to
Linda Thomas from
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary, who retired this
year.

Individual Teachers of
the Year for 2013 for
each school are:

Mandy Dempsey,

Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary

Pam Hendrick, North
Hamilton Elementary

Leigh Ann Norris,
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary

Patrick Murphy,
Hamilton County High
School

Ruby Kalinowski,
Greenwood School

School-Related Em-
ployees of the Year for
2012 for each school are:

Geadon Smith, Central
Hamilton Elementary

Sonya Gandy, North
Hamilton Elementary

Linda Thomas, South
Hamilton Elementary

Sylvia Houston,
Hamilton County High
School

Brenda Benitez,
Greenwood

Gwendolyn Williams,
General Services

Jan Hunter, District
Office/FDLRS

“We are on the road to
success in Hamilton
County,” said Butler.
“So many wonderful
things have taken place
over the last few years
and I want to just say
thank you for the sup-
port that everyone gives
us every day.”

Assistant Superinten-
dent Rex Mitchell ac-
knowledged all who had
a part in making the
awards ceremony a suc-
cess, including, First
Federal Bank of Florida;
Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Udell and
HCHS Culinary Arts;
Nicholas Winslow and
the HCHS Music De-
partment; Col. Darrell
Davis and the HCHS
ROTC Cadets; Brown’s
Florist; Kathy Combass;
Sunsations: Cooper
Painting; D&S Signs;
Sandy McCall Printing;
Ms. Missouri Baker;
Bonnie Penner and Fred-
erick Robinson.

oral comments, while
the band performed,”
said Winslow. “Even
though we decided to go
for a grade, the learning
experience made it
worth the drive.” 

After performing on
stage, Winslow said
they were ushered to the
sight reading room. 

“Sight reading is a big
test for all musicians,”
he said. “You are given a
folder with music in it
that you have never
seen, given three min-
utes to talk through it,
and finally, play it to the
best of your ability. The
sight reading room was
a challenge, but we were
able to get feedback to
better our ensemble for
years to come.” 

Winslow said there is
no record of Hamilton
County ever going to

this event since the
school has been opened. 

“This was a great flag-
ship year for the stu-
dents, who are already
looking forward to go-
ing again next year,”
said Winslow. “I am
very proud of all of my
students. The music was
not easy music, the prac-
tices were intense, and
the work that every stu-
dent put in is very no-
table.”

Students who partici-
pated were Robyn Bar-
ber, Sarah Jennings,
Sarah McFarland, Dixie
Boston, Ismelda
Alverez, Melissa Wil-
son, Tyler Scaff, Gina
Giannantonio, Rachel
Bunting, Ryan Plem-
mons, Charlie Cameron,
Auriel Griffith, Jacob
Bunting, Austin Gra-
ham, Justin DeRoccoo,
Beraldo Camejo and CJ
Bozeman.
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Personal training, tanning, 
complete weight room, 

aerobics classes,
programs for children 

and seniors

ment and food through-
out the historic area of
downtown White
Springs where wild aza-
leas were in bloom
everywhere. There was
something for everyone,
including craft demon-
strations inside the
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park,
as well as the Birds of

Prey Exhibit. 
Highwaymen artist

R.L. Lewis was on hand
inside the Nature and
Heritage Tourism Cen-
ter creating beautiful oil
paintings and folks
browsed his many artis-
tic pieces on display as
others watched him put
brush to canvas.

Out on the main stage
one talented act after the
next brought music to

the ears of the many vis-
itors who were enjoying
all the different selec-
tions of food as they sat
underneath the shade
trees. 

Bullard Brothers and
Company did a particu-
larly beautiful song
called “Forgotten Mem-
ories”, which was pre-
ceded by an introduc-
tion by Tom Shed, who
implored folks to pay at-
tention to our region’s
shrinking water supply
and stand up for their
rights.

Aside from the main
stage events, there was a
lot of action going on at
the Adams Country
Store. Owner Raymond
Cheshire opened the
building for the day and
inside it was packed
with folks intrigued

with all the historical
memorabilia from days
gone by. 

Out in front of the
store, D.V. III and Stevie
Lee, a group of talented
disabled veterans, kept
the melodies going and
the folks dancing with
an assortment of musical
favorites throughout the
day.

Then there was a huge
swap meet going on at
Suwannee Hardware
and Feed, and nearby
was a Farmer’s Market
selling fresh greens. Sev-
eral homeowners along
US 41 were also having
private yard sales to en-
tice buyers from the
multitudes of people
walking up and down
the street enjoying the
quaint atmosphere of
the town of White

Springs.
Further down at Og-

burn Field was the Kids
Zone, a fundraiser spon-
sored by the White
Springs Police Depart-
ment. There were a vari-
ety of fun-filled activi-
ties for the children, in-
cluding pony rides, a
petting zoo and a dunk-
ing booth, while chef
Teddy Bear Marshall

was busy cooking up hot
dogs on the grill. 

The final event of the
day was the celebrated
duck race down the
Suwannee River.
Nicholas Jones’s Duck
#98 crossed the finish
line first and Jones
proudly walked away
with his prize of a brand
new kayak.

A jam packed Saturday
Continued From Page 1A

Henry Ford and Teddy Roosevelt. 
The spring has been dry for the

most part, however, since the 80s

and is in even more danger as the
Suwannee region deals with its
vanishing water supply.

To view a video of the water
rushing into the spring, visit our

website at nflaonline.com and
search “White Sulphur Spring”.
The video had been viewed 280
times as of Wednesday afternoon
since its March 17 debut. 

White Sulphur Spring whets its palate
Continued From Page 1A

Teachers, school related employees of year recognized 
Continued From Page 1AHigh school band

performs in Tallahassee
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who will be footing the
bill for the election. Com-
missioner Randy Og-
burn, District 4, was the
lone vote against.
Richards had also sought
a 90-day special permit
back in Dec. 2011 to hold
barrel racing on his horse
track property off exit
143, which was also
granted by the board of
commissioners.

If the slots referendum
passes, the two-year bar-
rel racing requirements
are met, and Richards is
granted a slot machine li-
cense by the state, he
says he has people com-
mitted to the project who
will spend close to $100
million for a hotel and
casino on that property.
Richards already has a
pari-mutuel license for
the horse track property,

which is where he in-
tends to hold the barrel
racing. There is no horse
track there yet, which is
required by the Quarter
Horse Association.
Richards told the com-
missioners back in De-
cember that he hadn't
built it yet because of the
economy.

"It's a $200 million pro-
ject and will give local
contractors jobs," said
Richards. "Plus it will
bring $2 million in ad
valorem taxes for Hamil-
ton County."

Richards went on to
say that the project will
add 225 jobs minimum,
from management to
groundskeepers.

"Offshoots of the pro-
ject are people who want
to retire to Hamilton
County because they'll
have something to do,"
Richards added.

The barrel racing that
was supposed to begin at
the end 2011 was held
up, Richards said, so the
new plan is to hold the
first meet at the end of
this year, with another
meet following it in Janu-
ary 2013.

"Gadsden and Wash-
ington counties have al-
ready passed their refer-
endums,” Richards said.
“So if Hamilton County
doesn't pass the slots ref-
erendum and get the
track up and running,
folks will drive right on
by Hamilton County and
the money won't stay
here."

Johnny Bullard from
White Springs said, “I'm
voting for it. If it brings
in revenue for the coun-
ty, I'm all for it.”

Sandi Allen in Jen-
nings, however, stated,
“I will vote no because

when we allowed the
place out on 129 to come
in, it was to help our
county”. Officials say
that Hamilton County is
one of the poorest in the
state.

“While I support entre-
preneurial business de-
velopment, my position
is that gambling is not
good public policy,” said
White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller. “Hamilton
County is 65 out of 67
counties in Florida in in-
come and quality of life
measures. My goal is job
creation and increasing
the tax base through
growth and develop-
ment of family-friendly
attractions and related
businesses. Ultimately, it
is for the voters to de-
cide.”

Susan Ramsey stated,
“This is my personal
opinion. I am in favor of

allowing slots in the
county, as each person
can choose if they wish to
participate or not.”

Grace McDonald of
Hamilton County Alco-
hol and Other Drug Pre-
vention Coalition had
much to say against the
slots referendum stating,
“I think this referendum
is part of the process to
open up horse racing and
more gambling to our
community. I am op-
posed to any type of
gambling. There is more
harm done to our com-
munity by gambling
businesses than any fi-
nancial benefits they say
it will bring. Too many
families can barely afford
to pay for their basic
needs. Gambling takes
away from essential
needs being met. Too
many children suffer be-
cause of gambling. It has

the same negative effect
on families as drugs and
alcohol abuse, in both the
areas of finance and rela-
tionships.”

She went on to say,
“Gambling has the po-
tential to become addic-
tive. Here we are dealing
with a social issue that
brings distress to other
family members and
adds to the burden to our
society. Our community
has enough problems
meeting the needs of
those who are suffering
from job loss and pover-
ty. Why add to the prob-
lem with just one more
vice? Therefore, I am def-
initely against this refer-
endum.” 

Be sure to get out and
vote on April 10 so that
your voice can be heard
and remember, early vot-
ing runs from March 31
through April 5.

Slots referendum
Continued From Page 1A

A crowd is kept entertained by the Bullard Brothers and Compa-
ny. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

D.V. III with Stevie Lee keep the crowd entertained with music
outside the Adams Country Store. See more photos, page 9A.

From left: Gary Godwin, Damon Deas, Martha Butler, District
School-Related Employee of the Year Linda Thomas (SHE),
Jeanie Daniels, Sammy McCoy, Johnny Bullard.

Gary Godwin, from left, Damon Deas, Martha Butler, District
Teacher of the Year Leigh Ann Norris (SHE), Jeanie Daniels,
Sammy McCoy, Johnny Bullard. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Wild Azalea Festival brought out the masses to White Springs



Overview
USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will hold
a Conserva- tion Reserve
Program (CRP) general
sign-up from March 12
through April 6, 2012.
CRP is a voluntary
program that helps agri-
cultural pro- ducers use
environmentally sensi-
tive land for conserva-
tion benefits. Producers
enrolled in CRP plant
long-term, resource-
conserving covers to
control soil erosion, im-
prove water and air
quality and develop
wildlife habitat. In re-
turn, FSA provides par-
ticipants with rental
payments and cost-share
assistance. Contract du-
ration is between 10 to
15 years. Accepted con-
tracts for CRP sign-up 43
will begin on Oct. 1,
2012.
FSA administers CRP,
while other USDA agen-
cies and partners pro-
vide technical sup- port.
More detailed informa-
tion on CRP is available
in the FSA fact sheet,

“Conservation Reserve
Program.”
Submitting CRP Offers
Land that is not cur-
rently en- rolled in CRP
may be offered for en-
rollment during CRP
sign-up 43. In addition,
CRP participants with
contracts ex- piring on
Sept. 30, 2012, may sub-
mit offers.
To submit CRP offers,
producers must visit
their local FSA office.
FSA will accept offers
only during the sign-up
period. To find a local
FSA office, visit the
USDA website at
h t t p : / / o f -
fices.sc.egov.usda.gov/l
ocator/ app.
Eligible Producers
To be eligible for CRP
enroll- ment, a producer
must have owned or op-
erated the land for at
least 12 months prior to
the end of the CRP sign-
up period, unless:

• The new owner ac-
quired the land due to
the previ- ous owner’s
death;
• The ownership
change oc- curred due to
foreclosure where the
owner exercised a timely
right of redemp- tion in
accordance with state
law or;
• The circumstance of
the acquisition present
ad- equate assurance to
FSA that the new owner
did not acquire the land
for the purpose of plac-
ing it in CRP.
Eligible Land
To be eligible for
placement in the CRP
general sign-up, land
must be cropland (in-
cluding field margins)
that is planted, or con-
sidered planted, to an
agricultural commodity
four of the six crop years
from 2002 to 2007, and
be physically and le- gal-
ly capable of being

planted
(no planting restric-
tions due to an easement
or other legally binding
instrument) in a nor- mal
manner to an agricultur-
al commodity. Alfalfa or
other multiyear grasses
and legumes grown in a
rotation not to ex- ceed
12 years may be eligible
for CRP sign-up 43.
Additional Cropland Re-
quirements
In addition to the eligi-
ble land requirements,
for general sign- up,
cropland must meet one
of the following criteria:
• Have a weighted av-
erage erosion index of
eight or higher;
• Be expiring CRP
acreage or;
• Be located in a na-
tional or state CRP con-
servation priority area.
CRP Payments
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The White Springs Folk Club wrapped up its sea-
son at the Telford hotel last Saturday night with an
outstanding performance by Scott and Michelle
Dalziel.  A large and enthusiastic crowd enjoyed so-
cializing, the performance and the wonderful re-
freshments provided by Merri McKenzie at intermis-
sion.  We look forward to the resumption of the Folk
Club concerts next September.
The Stephen Foster Citizen Support Organization
held its bimonthly supper meeting last Monday and
was treated to Board President Carol Stob’s delicious
corned beef and cabbage along with a wonderful va-
riety of side dishes and desserts that were con-
tributed by members.  Money was raised for Big
Shoals by a very interesting “buck in the bucket” raf-
fle.  Don’t ask me to explain, you had to be there!
The CSO and the park work together so well and

The Wild Azalea
Festival enjoyed
good weather

and good crowds. Prior
to the festival, all of the
plans and schedules
mysteriously appeared,
written on stone tablets.
On the day of the festi-
val, a miracle occurred.
The music and crafts, the

they are looking forward to the upcoming Old Time
Tractor and Engine show and the Florida Folk Festi-
val’s sixtieth anniversary.
There are several interesting pottery and digital
camera workshops coming up in the very near fu-
ture at the Stephen Foster Park.  If you want to get
more information, call the park’s gift shop at 397-
1920.
So, it’s been an active, interesting and, if you chose
to take part, an enjoyable and rewarding week in our
neck of the woods.  In the coming week I hope to see
you out and about, enjoying and contributing to life
in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com
386-269-0056

children’s activities, the wild azaleas, the prizes, the
food, the birds of prey exhibit, the special event ban-
ners, the ducks for the duck race, and even the cute
little girls who entered the Little Miss Azalea contest,
all materialized out of thin air!  After the event was
over, the garbage and portal potties and signs and
booths and banners and tents all vanished in the
blink of an eye.  What a miracle!  The Festival hap-
pened all by itself, with no work required and no
help from anyone needed!  The White Springs Spe-
cial Events Committee and the staff at Stephen Fos-
ter have decided to disband and retire because they
are no longer needed and in the future all activities
in the town and in the park will just happen, and we
can rest assured that we can continue to enjoy these
community festivities with no work required. Ain’t
life grand? 
If the preceding paragraph convinced some of you
that your columnist has either lost his mind, or has
entered the ultra-sarcastic phase of his life, you
might be right on both counts.  Time will tell.  All I
know is that somebody made the plans, booked the
food vendors, lined up the stage and the music, or-
ganized the contests, bought the prizes, went and
got the wild azaleas, marked the spaces, manned the
information booth, sold the raffle tickets, launched
and retrieved the duck race ducks, put up the big
tent for the Birds of Prey exhibit, organized and
staffed the kids area and did a hundred other things.
Some folks just enjoy festivals, some folks make
them happen and enjoy them too!  We all need re-
minding from time to time that the illusion that these
community events and activities “just happen” is
simply that, an illusion.  I guess that, in a way, that
commonly held illusion is also a tribute to all those
that work so hard behind the scenes to keep the com-
munity life of White Springs alive and vibrant and
fun.  The many of us who know that these things
don’t just happen all by themselves wish to give a
very big “Thank You” and a tip of the town hat to all
the volunteers and staff that make our Wild Azalea
Festival such a fun event!  
Congratulations to this year’s Little Miss Azalea,
Savannah Hagan, and to first and second runners up
Andrea Cromartie and Sabrina Zellars.  The people
of White Springs are very proud of all of you and we
are fortunate to have such fine young girls represent
our town.  Keep up the good work!
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BCFCU welcomes Hamilton county residents!

If  you 
live, work, 
worship, or 

attend school 
in Hamilton 

County, you can 
now join our 

family!

We want to finance 
your vehicle loan!

Apply online
www.bcfcu.coop

After hours service, 
7 days  a week

Call a loan representative for details 
or apply online @ www.bcfcu.coop

Thorter (223-7151), Sherry (223-7156) 
or Cynthia (223-7152)

We will meet or beat any local competitor’s rate!

$200New Auto
Rates as 

low as

3.25%
Up to 72 months

Used Auto
Rates as 

low as

4.25%
Up to 60 months

Cash in-hand 
for loans over 

$10,000

$100
for loans over 

$5,000

Plus Free Gap Insurance! 7
3
2
2
7
0

1825 S Jefferson Street
Perry, FL  32348

www.bcfcu.coop
850-223-7100

BUCKEYE COMMUNITY 
Federal Credit Union

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CITY ELECTION

NOTICE, is here by given that the City of Jennings, Florida, 
will hold a City Election to fill three (3) City Council seats for 
full four (4) year terms. One City Council seat for full (2) year 
terms. The Qualifying Period will commence at noon, April 
16, 2012 and will end at noon on April, 20, 2012. Oaths may 
be secured at Jennings City Hall. the City Election will be 
held on Tuesday, June 5, 2012, between the hours of 7:00 
AM and 7:00 PM. All voting will take place at Jennings 
Council Chambers. the books for registration to vote in this 
election will close on May 7, 2012.

Christy Smith
City Clerk

731803awv

Conservation Reserve Program

SEE CONSERVATION,
PAGE 6A



With everything in
life, the fitness industry
is rapidly evolving. As
Health and Fitness Pro-
fessionals we are learn-
ing through experience
there’s more than one
way to skin a cat. When
it comes to the multifac-
eted dimensions of the
human mind this is es-
pecially true.  
Adopting and main-

taining a weight loss
program can be very

difficult, extremely diffi-
cult for most. Fifty per-
cent of participants drop
out within three months
of beginning a program.
These are not encourag-
ing statistics, highlight-
ed a need for plausible
behavioral interventions
to promote long term ad-
herence. With this in
mind new approaches
are being explored
everyday by researches
and professionals in the
industry.    
A recent study pub-

lished in the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine
reports telephone based
weight loss coaching has
found significant long
term success. This 24
month study included
415 obese individuals
with an average age of
54. Participants were
provided remote weight
loss support, an interac-
tive web based educa-
tional program, and fre-
quent email contact.  Not
only did over 38 percent
of participants on aver-
age lose ten pounds,
they were able to keep
the weight off!
This is encouraging

news for the overweight
community struggling
with weight mainte-
nance(which is over 50
percent of the country.)
While physical activity is

most strongly correlated
with weight mainte-
nance, many find adopt-
ing these behaviors ex-
tremely challenging. For
me, this study highlights
the importance of daily
interaction with a sup-
port system promoting
self efficacy and motiva-
tion. Bottom line-a pro-
gram slowly working to
modify behavior pat-
terns and instill confi-
dence will be most effec-
tive. It takes more than
knowing how to exercise
and eat healthfully.  In-
dividuals have to be-
come master problems
solvers. Understand
lapses will happen, this
is life-cyclical. Learning
to overcome obstacles as
they appear is the key-
and-not giving up on
yourself when you make
mistakes.
A remote based pro-

gram is very effective in
helping individuals
learn to problem solve
on a day to day basis;
among other helpful
skills like realistic goal
setting, self talk, and
stimulus control.  Un-
derstand that only a 5
percent decrease on
body weight is needed
to enjoy the benefit of
lower blood pressure,
cholesterol, and better
diabetes control. Lose

the “all or none” mind-
set. A little is better than
nothing, and a little, if
nurtured, will evolve
into a lot over time.  
If you think you could

be helped by coaching,
please give me a call.
Coaching is an afford-
able and flexible alterna-
tive that is proven to be
successful in the long
haul. Self preservation is
an important character-
istic to have.  Loving
yourself means taking
care of you. Taking care
of you means beginning
the journey of adopting
healthful lifestyle behav-
iors. Where you are on
that journey is irrele-
vant.

Love yourself or no one
else will.

~Unknown

~Beth Harris, CSCS,
CHFS, LWMC

www.jayeelizabeth-
harris.com/remoteser-

vices
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OPINION

It's not unreasonable to ask how
valuable the variously labeled liberal,
Democratic or progressive agenda has
been to black Americans and whether
blacks should proceed in political lock
step with this agenda.
According to an American Commu-

nity Survey, by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, the top 10 poorest cities with
populations more than 250,000 are
Detroit, with 33 percent of its resi-
dents below the poverty line; Buffalo,
N.Y., 30 percent; Cincinnati, 28 per-
cent; Cleveland, 27 percent; Miami, 27
percent; St. Louis, 27 percent; El Paso,
Texas, 26 percent; Milwaukee, 26 per-
cent; Philadelphia, 25 percent; and
Newark, N.J., 24 percent.
The most common characteristic of

these cities is that for decades, all of
them have been run by Democratic
and presumably liberal administra-
tions. Some of them -- such as Detroit,

Buffalo, Newark
and Philadelphia
-- haven't elected
a Republican
mayor for more
than a half-centu-
ry. What's more
is that, in some
cases for
decades, the
mayors of six of
these high-poverty cities have been
black Americans. You say, "What's
the point, Williams?" Let's be clear
about it. I'm not stating a causal rela-
tionship between poverty and Demo-
cratic and/or black political control
over a city. What I am saying is that if
one is strategizing on how to help
poor people, he wants to leave off his
list of objectives Democratic and black
political control of cities. According to
Albert Einstein (attributed), the defin-

ition of insanity is "do-
ing the same thing over
and over again and ex-
pecting different re-
sults."
Crime is one of the

results of the liberal
agenda. Blacks are 13
percent of the popula-
tion but are more than
50 percent of murder
victims. About 95 per-
cent of black homicide
victims had a black
person as their murder-
er. Blacks are not only

the major victims
of murder but
also suffer high
victimization rates
of all categories of
serious violent
crime. Most often,
another black is
the perpetrator.
During the 1960s,
academic liberals

and hustling politicians told us that to
deal with crime, we had to deal with
its "root causes," poverty and discrim-
ination. My colleague Thomas Sowell
has pointed out that in 1960, the total
number of murders in the United
States was lower than in 1950, 1940
and 1930, even though our population
had grown and two new states had
been added. The liberal agenda, cou-
pled with courts granting criminals
new rights, later caused the murder
rate to double, and the rates of other
violent crimes also began to skyrock-
et.
Crime imposes a hefty tax on law-

abiding residents of black neighbor-
hoods. Residents bear costs of having
to shop outside of their neighbor-
hoods; criminals have driven many
businesses out. Children can't play
safely in front of their homes. Fearing
robberies, taxi drivers, including
black drivers, often refuse to accept
telephone calls for home pickups and
frequently pass black customers by on
the street. Neighborhood property
values are lower as a result of crime.

Plus, there's the insult associated with
not being able to receive pizza or oth-
er deliveries on the same terms as
people in other neighborhoods.
Often, politicians who call for law

and order are viewed negatively, but
poor people, particularly poor black
people, are the most dependent on
law and order. In the face of high
crime, wealthier people can afford to
purchase alarms, buy guard dogs,
hire guards and, if things get too bad,
move to a gated community. These
options are not available to poor peo-
ple. The only protection they have is
an orderly society.
Democratic and black politicians

are beholden to and serve the inter-
ests of the powerful vested interest
groups, such as labor unions, teachers
unions and assorted liberals, not the
ordinary people who voted them into
office. Otherwise, they wouldn't begin
to allow the rampant crime and near-
ly systematic destruction of learning
opportunities for generations of black
children by governmental schools.
None of this is to say that blacks

should vote Republican. It is to say
that political power doesn't necessari-
ly translate into economic power and
well-being for the ordinary citizen.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Political rope-a-dope
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

 NOTICE OF  ELECTION COUNTY  REFERENDUM
 NOTICE IS GIVEN  of a Special Election to approve or  reject slot machines at 2220 NW County Road 143,  Jennings, Hamilton County, Florida 32053. The State of  Florida Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering may issue, under  Chapter 551, Florida Statutes, a license to conduct slot  machine gaming at such facility in Hamilton County,  Florida.
 The Special Election will be held on April 10, 2012, in  Hamilton County, Florida. A request to hold that Special  Election in Hamilton County, Florida has been made by  Hamilton Downs Horsetrack, LLC to allow slot machines,  under Chapter 551, Florida Statues, at the aforesaid  address.
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 73112

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper
 Rev. Wayne Sullivan

 Sunday
 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

 792-2275
 Pastor: Steve Shaw

 Sunday
 Sunday  School....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training.....................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship...................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting......................7:00 p.m.
 Youth Ignited/Youth Ministry7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request
 732119

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper
 Bldg.: 792-2277

 Sunday
 Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship.......................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship.........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 717824-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH
 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053

  938-1265
 Pastor: Johnny Brown

 Sunday
 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Virginia 
 at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST

 717852-F

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 729866

 Lost Female Chihuahua
 in the Roma Road area
  in Jasper, FL. Answers 

 to Honey. Honey colored 
 with some white. 

 Call 386-792-3434  729
483

Riley W. Waters
March 4, 1932 - 
March 13, 2012

Riley W. Waters,
age 80, a life-
time resident of

Jasper, Fla. passed away
Tuesday, March 13, 2012
following a brief illness.
Riley was born on March
4, 1932 to the late
Boswell and Clydia
Combass Waters. He
drove a truck for several
years but was severely
injured in a wreck that
almost took his life. He
was involved in many
projects over the years
including a one-time
booming skating rink
business which included
several portable roller
rinks. In addition to the
roller rinks he co-owned
and operated with his
wife the H & F Restau-
rant and Waters Trailer
Park. Mr. Waters was
preceded in death by a
son, Wesley Waters.
Survivors include his
wife of 60 years, Mau-
reen Williams Waters;
two sons, Wendell Wa-
ters (Donna) and Wayne
Waters; a daughter,
Wyonas Cribbs, all of
Jasper, Fla.; two broth-
ers, Lavern Waters
(Ann), Lakeland, Fla.
and Archie Waters (An-
nelle), Jasper, Fla.; two
sisters, Marilyn
Carmichael (Lamar),
Alachua, Fla. and Susie
Pierce (Jim), Lakeland,
Fla.; 10 grandchildren
and 12 great grandchil-
dren.
Funeral services were
held Friday, March 16,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. with
Pastor Glenn Barrs, Pas-
tor Ronnie Sadler and
Pastor Edgar Wood offi-
ciating. Interment fol-
lowed at Corinth Ceme-
tery near Jasper.
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Andy and Julia Cooper of Jasper are pleased to an-
nounce the engagement of their daughter, Kylie
Anna Cooper to Benjamin James King, son of Denise
King of Live Oak and the late Sam King.
Kylie currently attends Gateway College. She is
employed as a pharmacy technician at Baya Phar-
macy. Her maternal grandparents are Lafayette Mc-
Call of Jasper and the late J.H. McCall Jr., and her pa-
ternal grandparents are the late Burnice and Gen-
ester Cooper of Live Oak.
Ben is employed as a correctional officer with
Hamilton Correctional Institution. His maternal
grandparents are the late Carl and Ruth Clay of Live
Oak and the late Herbert and Annabelle King of
Dunlap, Tennessee.
The wedding is planned for May 5, 2012 at 3 p.m.
at Divonia Baptist Church in Jasper.
A reception will follow in the fellowship hall.
All friends and family are invited.

By Angie Land

Over the past several
weeks, we have enjoyed
an eyewitness view of
Nehemiah’s journey
from the palace in Susa
to the broken down city
of Jerusalem. We leaned
in close as he “heard,”
mourned, fasted,
prayed, found favor, and
gathered supplies. Final-
ly, Nehemiah has ar-
rived at his destination,
without a doubt ready to
“hit the ground run-
ning.” Or maybe
not…scripture actually
reveals a different strate-
gy:
“I went to Jerusalem
and after staying there
three days, I set out dur-
ing the night with a few
men.  I had not told any-
one what my God had
put in my heart to do for
Jerusalem.  There were
no mounts with me ex-
cept the one I was riding
on.”  (Nehemiah 2:11-12)
Instead of riding into
town touting the King’s
authority, Nehemiah en-
tered quietly. His goal at
this point was not recog-
nition for himself, but a
chance to observe and
gain understanding of
the task ahead. In Luke
14:28-30, Jesus specifical-
ly commends this ap-
proach:
“Suppose one of you
wants to build a tower.
Will he not first sit down
and estimate the cost to

see if he has enough
money to complete it.
For if he lays the founda-
tion and is not able to
finish it, everyone who
sees it will ridicule him
saying, ‘This fellow be-
gan to build and was not
able to finish.’”
Nehemiah counted the
cost before sharing his
vision. Until this inspec-
tion, Nehemiah could
only imagine the condi-
tion of the walls based
on second hand informa-
tion. How wise to see for
yourself before an-
nouncing the project to
the community! Now
Nehemiah was ready to
call a meeting with the
priests, officials, and
others who would be do-
ing the work. He spelled
out the destruction,
which was obvious to
all, and called on them to
pitch in and work so
they would no longer be
in disgrace. No doubt
this was not the first con-
versation among the
Jews living there related
to the condition of the
wall. What makes this
time different was the
fact that Nehemiah was
in place …ready and
willing to lead the pro-
ject with a plan and a
purpose. Commentator
Matthew Henry specu-
lates, “Many a good
work would find hands
enough to be laid to it if
there were but one good
head to lead in it.”

I am convinced that
many of our own pro-
jects are left unfinished
because we are so eager
to begin that we tend to
skip this important step.
Perhaps we have even
given up on cherished
dreams for the same rea-
son. What would you
like to see accomplished
in your life…your fami-
l y … y o u r
community…your ca-
reer? Pray and seek
God’s direction on the
matter, and do your
homework: make sure to
count the cost…
Because Every Heart
Matters, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net

Cooper & King
wedding

Kylie Anna Cooper and Benjamin James King

Heart Matters 
Nehemiah #5

By Pastor John 
Whittington

John 6:54-55
54 Whoever eats my

flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life,
and I will raise them up
at the last day. 55 For
my flesh is real food and
my blood is real drink.  
This may be one of the
strangest passages in the
Bible!  It’s certainly one
of the most unusual
things Jesus said. Jesus
is Lord. Jesus is Savior.
Jesus is Son of God, and
Jesus is... food?!?
This statement re-
minds me of one of the
objections people raise
when being challenged
to trust in Christ. “Jesus
taught some great
things. He always
reached out in love to
the needy. But saying Je-
sus is the only way is
shallow and narrow-
minded. I think all roads

of religion lead to God.”
My first reaction is
that no roads lead to
God. God exists outside
of space and time.  How
can we go there? There’s
no getting to God, He’s
going to have to come to
us.  The good news is
that’s exactly what the
life of Jesus is: The Way
to the Father.
The relief that there is
a way leading to God is
doubled when you real-
ize that Jesus is not only
the road to the Father,
He’s also the means of
transportation along
that road!  Jesus is the
track and the train that
gets us there!  
Saying that Jesus is the
only way to the Father is
no more narrow minded
than saying food is the

only way to keep your
body alive. Can you
imagine arguing, “Why
can’t we ingest battery
acid or stainless steel?
Eating only food is so
narrow minded!” The
body shrivels up and
dies without the nutri-
ents it needs. The spirit
does the same without
the Bread of Life!
I realize there are
many kinds of food, but
there’s only one food.
Something is either food
or it’s not. Jesus is every-
thing we need: Savior,
Lord, Teacher, Friend,
etc. but only One Jesus.
To eat His flesh is to
spiritually partake of
Him, or receive Him.
Thankfully, Jesus
cleared this up in John
6:63. To spiritually par-

take of Him is life!
John 1:12 Yet to all
who did receive him, to
those who believed  in
his name, he gave the
right to become children
of God. 

Pastor John 
Whittington

Lighthouse Christian
Center

www.lccmayo.com

Freedom is Here

Partaking of Jesus

Jasper City Mayor Ann Lessman and Vice-mayor Mary Kay Dun-
away were sworn into office recently at Jasper Town Hall.  
- Courtesy photos

Lessman, Dunaway
sworn in 



FSA provides CRP
sign-up 43 participants
with annual rental pay-
ments, including certain
incentive payments and
cost- share assistance:
Rental Payments
• In return for estab-

lish- ing long-term, re-
source conserving cov-
ers, FSA provides rental
payments to partici-
pants. FSA bases rental
rates on the relative pro-
ductivity of the soils
within each county and
the average dryland
cash rent or cash-rent
equivalent. County of-
fice staff work- ing with
the producer will calcu-
late the maximum CRP
rental rate for each offer
prior to enrollment. Pro-

ducers may offer land
below the rate to in-
crease the likelihood
that FSA will accept
their offer.
Cost-Share Assistance
• FSA provides cost-

share assistance to par-
ticipants who establish
approved cover on eligi-
ble cropland. The cost-
share assistance cannot
exceed 50 percent of the
participant’s costs to es-
tablish approved prac-
tices.
Ranking CRP Offers
FSA will rank offers

for CRP sign-up 43 ac-
cording to the Environ-
mental Benefits Index
(EBI). FSA collects
data (primarily based on
location, soils informa-
tion and selected conser-
vation practice) and de-

termines the environ-
mental indices for the
land offered.
FSA ranks each eligi-

ble offer in comparison
to all other offers and se-
lects from that ranking.
After the sign-up ends,
the Secretary will decide
where to make the EBI
cutoff. Those who have
met previous sign-up
EBI thresholds are not
guaranteed a contract
under this sign-up. Pro-
ducers may consult with
local FSA and NRCS
staff on how to maxi-
mize EBI points and in-
crease the likelihood
that their offer will be
accepted.
More information on

EBI for CRP sign-up 43
is available by reading
the FSA fact sheet, “Con-

servation Reserve Pro-
gram Sign-up 43, Envi-
ron- mental Benefits In-
dex.”
CRP Continuous Sign-
up
In addition to CRP

sign-up 43, producers at
any time can participate
in CRP continuous sign-
up, in which producers
can enroll the most envi-
ron- mentally sensitive
land.
More information on

CRP continuous sign-up
is available in the FSA
fact sheet “Con- serva-
tion Reserve Program
Continuous Sign-up.”
For More Information
For more information

on CRP, contact a local
FSA office, or visit FSA’s
website at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp

RELAY FOR LIFE -
As, hopefully, you
have been reading
about in NORRIS
NOTES, the time for
HAMILTON RELAY
FOR LIFE is almost
here - Saturday, April
7, 2012 - Are You
Ready to Relay?
The events will be

starting on Sat., open-
ing with opening cere-
mony at 12 Noon, a for-
mal patriotic opening.
The events will start at
12:30 with a Survivor
Lap, continue with en-
tertainment, food and a
variety of games and
entertainment, includ-
ing a beauty pageant at
5:30PM.  There will be
entertainmnt, food and
activities throughout
the night.   and closing
with a Rise and Shine
Breakfast - Lap at
5:AM, followed by
Closing Ceremony.
PLEASE COME OUT

AND SUPPORT the
Cancer Relay Life if
you haven't already
done so, even if you
have, come and join the
festivities. Most of you
know what I always
say, There is hardly
anyone who has not
been affected by cancer
in some way!  Help us
to support the Ameri-
can Cancer Society
NOW. 
I just learned this

week that we have a
man in our County
who has been dealing
with cancer for a long
time, is now taking
treatment in
Gainesville, his wife is
staying at Hope Lodge
to be near him and not
have to drive back and
forth to Jasper for treat-
ments, HELP us sup-
port these efforts to
help those who are
dealing with Cancer, it
is not an easy time for
the patient and their
families.  
If you can be at the

lighting of the luminar-
ies on Saturday
evening, and can leave
without a thankful or
sad heart, it will be un-
believable.  PLEASE
support the efforts of
all those who have
been working for
months to make this
event possible.
There are many ways

you can support this
event,  
The 2nd Annual Kids

Bike-A-Thon (faith
Base Organization of
White Springs) will be
held Sat. March 31, at
Nature & Heritage

Tourism Center, White
Springs, 9AM - 2PM -
cost is $10. per rider, in-
cludes 1 helmet, meal
of hot dog, drink, chips,
and this will benefit the
Cancer Relay, for more
info contact Racheal
Webb 386-234-1996.
Also, McDonald's

Survivor Night, April
12, 2012, for Relay 4
Life, 6-8PM, White
Springs, all proceeds go
to relay for life.
THere are many oth-

er events and we will
try to bring them to
you in the coming
days.  Watch also for
posters in local Hamil-
ton County businesses.

******

On Saturday, March
17th, Hamilton County
hosted the Florida Spe-
cial Olympics, Area
Four, 2012 Summer
Games at the Hamilton
County High School.
This is a very special
event for our Special
Olympics, whose mot-
tos is ""Let Me Win, But
If I cannot Win, Let Me
Be Brave in the At-
tempt", A good motto
for anyone.  Leigh Ann
Norris was Master of
Ceremonies; Kelinda
Hughs is Hamilton
County Coach, Wanda
Law, Principal HCHS;
Presentation of Colors,
Kiwanis Club of Jasper,
Hamilton County High
School Band played the
National Anthem.  Oth-
ers on the program in-
cluded Minister Judy
Howell, Helen Udell,
Wanda Law, Jynn
Brantley (Marion
County) Coaches Oath
(Columbia County) Of-
ficial Oath, Crystal
EUdy, volunteer, and
Sgt, Chris Hughes,
HCSO.
To all who work with

Special Olympics in
Hamilton County and
throughout the school
system, and the State,
they deserve our ap-
preciation.
We do have so many

good things going on in
our communities, help
me to get the word out,
if you have something
going on in your com-
mjunity, Church, or
whatever, please let me
know.  It was just by
accident that I learned
of the Special Olympics
event, help me to be in-
formed that I may get
the news to the JASPER
NEWS, they welcome
your input.  Thank
You.
Hope to hear from

YOU soon.

norrislw@wind-
stream.net

Lillian Norris 
386-792-2151
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

Conservation Reserve Program
Continued From Page 3A

HCHS ROTC cadets present the colors.

More scenes from the TOY reception

Mandy Dempsey, 4th from left, Central Hamilton Elementary
Teacher of the Year.

Pam Hendrick, 4th from left, North Hamilton Elementary Teacher
of the Year.

Leigh Ann Norris, South Hamilton Elementary Teacher of the
Year.

Patrick Murphy, 4th from left, Hamilton County High School
Teacher of the Year.

Ruby Kalinowski, 4th from left, Greenwood Teacher of the Year.Geadon Smith, 4th from left, Central Hamilton Elementary
School Related Employee of the Year.

Sonya Gandy, 4th from left, NHE School Related Employee of
the Year.

Sylvia Houston, 4th from left, HCHS School Related Employee
of the Year.

Brenda Benitez, 4th from left, Greenwood School Related Em-
ployee of the Year.

Gwendolyn Williams, 4th from left, General Services School Re-
lated Employee of the Year.

Jan Hunter, 4th from left, District Office School Related Employ-
ee of the Year.

Band Director Nicholas Winslow and his students perform. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor 
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Sports

4 Wheeler Under 12
Class

Sponsored  By: Milton’s
Country Store

1st:Logan Charles
2nd:Trey Raulerson
3rd:Colby Holton
4th:Matthew Raulerson
5th:Johnny Ringo Geiger

Open 4 Wheeler Class
Sponsored  By: Suwan-
nee Hardware and  Feed

1st: Lashonna Crews
2nd: Spencer Raulerson
3rd: Jimmy Raulerson
4th: Coleton Raulerson
5th: Jason Tuberville

Street Legal Class
Sponsored  By: Com-
plete Automotive

1st: Brandon Brown
2nd: John Watson
3rd: Michael Pitts
4th: Nick Orr
5th: Dillon Sessions

Stock Body Modified
Class

Sponsored  By: The Boat
Doctor

1st: Rick Raulerson
2nd: Wendy Holton
3rd: Joey Lee
4th: Elaine McHugh
5th: Candy Babb

Open Class
Sponsored  By:
Townsend Timber

1st: Nick Raulerson
2nd: Bobby Simpson
3rd: Michael Pitts
4th: Daniel Prince
5th: Elaine McHugh

Donut Competition 
Sponsored  By: Murray
Tire

1st James Russell
2nd: Kevin Herringshaw
3rd: John Peeler
4th: Chris Fralick
5th: Jamie Rhea

Woodpecker Mud Bog race results 

The sun peaked through the clouds for what turned out to be a great day for mud bogging.

And they’re off. - Courtesy photos

Nothing a little mud can’t fix. The band “Reckless Reality” performed.

Next event is
Saturday,
March 24

With the weather predicted to be a catastrophic
disaster March 3, the Wilson family really took it to
heart when by 9:30 a.m., the mud pond was being
pounded by many early enthusiasts. Everyone
thought the weather would slow attendance. Boy
were they wrong, by 12:30 hundreds had gathered
for the biggest event yet.
The mud boggers basically perform a free style

event with the drivers trying to show the fans who
has the “baddest” pulling truck by crossing mud
holes no one else can. Big horse power and tractor
type tires doesn’t hurt. 

At 2:30 the racing program started and what a sur-
prise it was. In what is considered a man sport it was
hard to vision as nearly 50 percent of the entries
were ladies. Wouldn’t you know it, both 4-wheeler
classes were won by the ladies and had entries in all
other classes (you go girl!).
The band “Reckless Reality” performed and

added a real treat.
The fans got to see true heads up racing as the

rains held off so the complete field of racers made
their passes.
Race director Steve Raulerson said he had been

contacted by several open class hot rods that hope to
make the next event.
The donut competition added to this event, turned

out to be very enjoyable as each driver was given 60
seconds to spin a circle as many times as possible
while fans counted out loudly each lap. 
The next event will be Saturday, March 24 with

pond bogging, mud racing, donut competition, 4-
wheeler racing and free camping.
Woodpecker Mud Bog is located in White Springs

about 4.5 miles off of CR 135 at SE 91ST Terrace. Vis-
it us on Facebook for more information. 
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 Suwannee County Fair
 Live Stock Show & Sale

 March 30- April 7, 2012 

 Fair Schedule of Events
 Friday, March 30th 6pm: Dairy Show & Ranch Sorting Sign In 7pm: Rusty Groove Band & Ranch Sorting
 Saturday, March 31st Noon-4pm: Kid’s Craft Day Activities 1pm: Dairy Costume Contest   2pm: Miss Suwannee County Pageant & Pee Wee Dairy Show 7pm: Demo Derby
 Sunday, April 1st Family & Hispanic Day Sunday All Day Armband: $10 4pm: Entertainment Provided by D.C.O. Musical
 Monday, April 2nd 6pm: Youth Goat and Heifer Show Pedal Tactor Pull & Live Entertainment by Gateway City Big Band
 Tuesday, April 3rd - Buddy Night: 11am-1pm: Senior Citizen Day, Free Admission Lunch 6pm: Youth Heifer Show 7pm: Live Entertainment by the Barber Shop Quartet Armbands $10 per person when you bring a friend
 Wednesday April 4th: 7pm: Tracy Starling & Friend Band; Pedal Tractor Pull
 Thursday, April 5th: • Student Day: Free Admission between the hours of  5-8 pm for students age 6-18 7pm: Suwannee Spirit Cheer Gym Demonstration & Pedal Tractor Pull FSU Cheerleaders to Perform - Sign Autograph & Take Photos
 Friday, April 6th: 7pm: Pedal Tractor Pull 8pm: Justin Case Band
 Saturday, April 7th: 9am: 14th Annual 5K Run-A-Fair and Walk/Talk (registration at 8am) 3pm: No-Holds-Barred Lawnmower & Side-by-Side Pull:

 For more Information Call (386)362-FAIR  731219

Broadband services have a huge
impact on local economies by acceler-
ating business expansion, job cre-
ation, and educational opportunities.
Rural parts of Florida have fallen far
behind urban areas in terms of broad-
band availability but that is now be-
ginning to change. Driving the
change is a $24 million federal grant
that is being used to build and add
broadband infrastructure throughout
the rural regions in Florida.  Benefit-
ing directly from the project are Flori-
da’s rural counties in the panhandle,
north central Florida and the Heart-
land region in South Florida.
Providing broadband services,

however, is only part of the equation.
Teaching new users how to take full
advantage of the Internet is the next
step. The Florida Learning Alliance
and Workforce Florida, Inc. have tak-
en the lead in an initiative to address
broadband education issues. They
have recently launched a multi-media
campaign to teach new and novice
users how to use the Internet.  
The campaign centers on the devel-

opment of an aggregate website that
assembles topics such as healthcare,
education, job services, Internet safe-
ty, as well as other important topics.
The website, www.floridainternet-
tour.com, simplifies and demystifies
the process of learning by allowing
the user to participate in a self-direct-

ed guided tour of the Internet. 
According to Mary Bedford, the Ex-

ecutive Director of the Florida Learn-
ing Alliance, “Many rural Floridians,
including children, have not had an
opportunity to take advantage of all
the Internet has to offer especially in
terms of education. High speed Inter-
net can change that and this website
will help make new users more com-
fortable as they learn.”
Educators point to several advan-

tages of high speed Internet availabil-
ity besides the obvious research capa-
bilities. Rural students can have easi-
er access to dual enrollment, digital
books and collaborative home stud-
ies, for example.   
Internet safety is an important com-

ponent of the website as new users
may be unaware of the dangers of
providing personal information.
More importantly, the website guides
parents on how to block inappropri-
ate websites from being accessed.  
A free “Internet Training Work-

shop for Beginners” will be held at
the Jasper Public Library on April 12
at 1 p.m. Please contact Mary Bed-
ford at 850-402-1919 for more infor-
mation.
The website was developed with

input from regional advisory boards
throughout Florida. It is available for
use now at
www.floridainternettour.com.  

Henry and Frances Zittrower first
saw the poverty-stricken area of  La
Colonia on the island of Roatan, Hon-
duras, while on a cruise celebrating a
wedding anniversary. The ship
docked at Roatan, and the Zittrowers
hired a taxi to show them the non-
tourist area of the island. They felt the
Lord calling them to serve Him in La
Colonia in 2005. They sold everything
they had, left their comfortable life in
Jacksonville, and moved to Roatan in
September 2005 to start Living Water 4
Roatan, a ministry to the poor people
in La Colonia. Unemployment in that
area was 50 percent, and running wa-
ter was scarce.
Since that time Living Water drilled

three wells which provide water to La
Colonia every three days and, in some
places, every seven days. They have
also installed 50 water purifiers in the
Balfate section of La Colonia.
Nearly all the jobs on the island de-

pend on tourism. When the tourist sea-
son is over, there is no work. There is
no government support.
A number of mission teams have

gone from the U.S., including five
from Hamilton County, on short-term
mission trips. These teams teach VBS,
play games with the children, witness
about the saving power of Jesus Christ,
continue discipleship training, do con-
struction work, and visit homes where
they hand out sacks of rice and beans.
Through these short-term mission
teams, the Zittrowers have witnessed
hundreds of children hearing how
much Jesus loves them. Presently the
AWANA program of Scripture memo-
ry is being taught with much success
to school-aged children.
Last year’s team of 16 from Jennings,

Live Oak, Jacksonville, and Valdosta
built a bathroom for the only paid em-

ployee and
his family,
taught VBS,
gave out rice
and beans,
and worked
on dental hy-
giene with
the Roatan
c h i l d r e n .
Since no one
can afford tooth brushes and tooth-
paste, over 300 of each were given out
by the end of the week.
This year’s team is preparing kits

filled with items for new mothers and
their infants to be donated to a clinic
managed by an American nurse and
American doctors and dentists who
donate their time. The nurse, known
throughout the island as Miss Peggy,
states that Living Water 4 Roatan has
cut her business by 50 percent because
of the wells giving clean water which
were provided by Living Water 4
Roatan.
Through financial donations, Living

Water 4 Roatan has recently purchased
land on which the ministry plans to
build a community center/church.
School children who don’t have food
at home will be provided with break-
fast at the community center as they
walk down the mountain on their way
to school.
Henry Zittrower was born in Hamil-

ton County and raised here for the first
10 years of his life. He still has relatives
residing in Hamilton County.
The Zittrowers will speak about Liv-

ing Water 4 Roatan on Sunday morn-
ing, March 25, 11 a.m. at New Hope
Baptist Church. The public is invited
and encouraged to attend this service.
New Hope is at 6592 N.W. 48th Street,
Jennings, FL.

Broadband expansion
creates need for Internet
training in rural Florida 
Internet workshop at Jasper Public Library, April 12 at 1 p.m.

Zittrowers to speak about Living Water 4 Roatan

Henry Zittrower (L) and Enrique Valdez (r) baptize a new believer in the ocean off the island of

Roatan, Honduras. 

This was the last well drilled in La Colonia, Roatan, by Living Water 4 Roatan. When the Zittrow-

ers frist arrived in Roatan in 2005, there was no water where the people lived. They had to walk

down the mountain with large buckets to get the water, then struggle to get it up the mountain to

their homes.  When this well was drilled, it began producing more water (50 gal. per minute) than

any previous well dug.

La Colonian children praying at the AWANA scripture memory class sponsored by Living Water 4

Roatan.

Henry and Frances Zittrower.
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Price includes fabric & labor. 
More than 300 fabrics to select from!

Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
new padding added to entire piece.

New cushion foam is extra if needed.
NO Seconds • NO Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

1-850-973-6006 OR 1-850-973-4667

“I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

731022dsv

2 Chairs
$40000

or
Sofa & Chair

$42900

March Special

Kayakers retrieve all the little yellow ducks after the race.

Wild Azalea Festival highlights 

The Bullard Brothers and Company entertain the crowd on the main stage. An assortment of scrumptious eats were served at the festival.

Some of the many vendors at the Wild Azalea Festival. Highwaymen artist R.L. Lewis creates another gorgeous masterpiece inside the visitor’s center.

Savannah Hagan was crowned Little Miss Azalea 2012.Andrea Cromartie was runner up for Little Miss Azalea.Third place winner for Little Miss Azalea is Sabrina Zellars.

Nicholas Jones (left) was the winner of the Duck Race with Duck
#98. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor 



opposed. Qualifying
ended at noon on March
20.

Town clerk Shirley
Heath stated, “Election
petitions and qualifying
papers were filed with
the town clerk. Hamil-
ton County Supervisor
of Elections Office has
certified that the follow-
ing have at least 15 qual-
ified names on their pe-
titions.”

The three council
members are Dr. Helen
B. Miller, Walter B.
McKenzie and Rev.
Richard Marshall.

On April 26 a special
meeting of the council
will be held to vote for
mayor and vice mayor.

Although there is now
no need to hold a town
council election, there
will be a referendum
vote held on Tuesday,
April 24, 2012 on two

charter amendments.
The last day to register
to vote for that election
is March 27.

See next week’s Jasper
News for a story on the
proposed charter
amendments. 

Share Saturday
Share Saturday, an an-

nual event hosted by
New Hope Baptist
Church for the commu-
nity, will be held on Sat-
urday, March 24, at the
church. The  ministry
give-away will open at 8
a.m. and last until noon.

Some of the items al-
ready donated include a
TV, microwave, house-
hold goods and clothes.
There will be no charge
for anything; everything
will be free. The point is
to share with others.

New Hope is located
at 6592 NW 48th Street
in Jennings, just off of

State Road 6 West. The
public is invited to at-
tend.

New GED Test January
2014

Have you taken your
GED, and need to com-
plete one or two subjects
to earn your diploma? 

The GED Testing Ser-
vice is releasing a new
version on January 1,
2014, and the test will be
a computer-based test.
Old passing GED scores
WILL NOT transfer to
the new test. Not com-
pleting the current GED
by December 31, 2013,
will mean an individual
will lose all scores and
will be required to re-
take each section of the
test. 

For more information
please contact Rex
Mitchell or Evelyn Davis
at 386-792-7829 or via
e m a i l
rex.mitchell@hamilton-
fl.com.

Alzheimer’s Support
Group 2012 schedule

Meets the 3rd  Thurs-
day of each month in the
Good Samaritan Center
Private Dining  Room at
3:00 PM.

Advent Christian Vil-
lage, Good Samaritan
Center (nursing home),
10676 Marvin Jones
Blvd, Dowling Park, FL
32064

The Branford Camera
Club meets on the 3rd
Thursday of each month,
with an occasional ex-
ception, for the purpose
of sharing, learning, and
enjoying all things pho-
tographic.   Please join
us.

For more information,
please contact:

Carolyn Hogue, Pro-
gram Chair, 386-935-
2044

Dick Madden, Techni-
cal Consultant, 386-935-
0296

Skip Weigel, Technical
Consultant, 386-935-
1382
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $300 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

You’re invited to the Ultimate Wedding Planning Event!

Thomasville Bridal Expo 
April 15, 2012

12:30 - 4:00 PM
Thomasville Center of the Arts

VENDORS NEEDED
Contact Jennifer Herrmann at

229-226-2400 ext. 1850 or Jennifer.Hermann@gaflnews.com

Thomasville Bridal Expo

aisles & 
aisles of 

IDEAS
for your 
wedding 

day

730674dsv
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 1986 FORD 700 
 SPREADER TRUCK
    8.2 L DETROIT, 5 SPEED, 

 SPREADER BODY
 COMPLETELY REBUILT

 $10,000
 1995 NISSAN 

 PATHFINDER XE
 V6,  2 WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO, 
 CRUISE, A/C, TILT WHEEL

 $3,250
 1997 FORD XLT 

 AEROSTAR SPORT
 3.0 L V6, AUTO, FRONT 
 & REAR A/C, CRUISE
 RUNNING BOARDS, 

 REAR WIPER/DEFROSTER

 $3,250
 2000 JEEP 

 GRAND CHEROKEE
 AUTO, V6, COLD A/C, 
 SUNROOF, LEATHER,
 NICE VEHICLE

 $4,250
 2001 CHEVY 
 TAHOE LT

 5.3 L V8, AUTO, LEATHER,
 FRONT & REAR A/C, LOADED

 $8,000
 1991 CHEVY S-10  BLAZER

 AUTO, V-6 4.3L, A/C

 $3,600
 1999 FORD ESCORT

 AUTO, 4-CYLINDER, CRUISE, A/C

 $2,600
 1996 FORD RANGER 

 PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 2.3L, A/C

 $3,000
 1990 FORD RANGER XLT

 V-6

 $2,200
 1993 NISSAN KING 

 CAB PICKUP
 5 SPEED, 4-CYLINDER
 $ 2,250

 1997 CHEVY S-10  BLAZER
 V-6, A/C

 $ 4,000
   2000 FORD EXPLOER XLT

 5.0 LITER V8, 
 CLEAN &  RUNS GREAT

 $ 3,995
 1995 FORD F-150
 LONGWHEEL BASE

 AUTOMATIC, STRAIGHT 6

 $1800

 THE  LOT
 T he P rim e S pot to 

 B uy or S ell U sed V ehicles

 W.E. “Buddy” Nail
 Corner of 

 Bascom Norris & 
 Branford Hwy.

 Lake City, FL
 386-752-2404
 386-752-5696
 386-623-6416 Open: Monday-Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-1

 732811

Community Calendar Marshall, McKenzie, Miller will 
be sworn in April 24
Continued From Page 1A
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