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Today’s Weather

High
96° F
Precip: 30%
Isolated thunderstorms. High 96°F.
Low 73°F. Winds SW at 8 mph.
Chance of rain 30%.
UV Index 10+ Extreme
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.
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Westberry’s
blood alcohol
level released

Jasper man robbed
Valdosta Bank at gunpoint

Sheriff says mother had level of
.09 when infant drowned in river
Staff
Hamilton County Sheriff Harrell Reid said the
blood alcohol level of Melissa Westberry, the
mother a Grand Jury indicted July 13 in her
child’s death, was .09. To put that into perspective, it is illegal to drive a vehicle in the state of
Florida with a blood alcohol level of .08 or more.
“It’s not a good thing to have that kind of
blood alcohol level and have kids in your care,”
Reid said Thursday morning.
He said Westberry has two other young kids.
Reid also said an empty cardboard beer package was found at the scene, that the mother
claimed was hers.
The Grand Jury indicted the 24-year-old
Hamilton County woman for aggravated
manslaughter of a child in the drowning death
SEE WESTBERRY’S, PAGE 2A

Missing wallet leads
to woman’s arrest in
South Carolina
- Photo: Paul Leavy / Valdosta Daily Times

The bank robbery suspect is escorted to a waiting police vehicle Friday afternoon after being apprehended in the yard of a
home on North Patterson Street across from South Georgia Medical Center in Valdosta.

Arrest made following Guardian Bank
armed robbery Friday afternoon
By Terry Richards
The Valdosta Daily Times
VALDOSTA – A
Jasper man was taken
into custody after a
bank robbery July 15 in
Valdosta, say police,
following an intense
foot chase through several neighborhoods.
The Guardian Bank,
1906 N. Ashley St., was
robbed at approximately 3:20 p.m., said Cmdr.
Brian Childress, Valdosta Police Department. The robbery in-

volved a masked suspect with a gun, he
said.
The suspect was
identified as Greg
Lamar Taylor Jr., 21, of
Jasper, who is believed
to have acted alone, according to a press release.
Cory Green, a bank
customer from Naylor,
witnessed the robbery.
“I thought it was a
joke a first,” Green
said. “But it went bad
right after that split-

second.”
Green said the robber
grabbed
him
and
dragged him around,
then grabbed one of the
bank
tellers
and
dragged her around as
well.
“Then he struck out
the back door after he
got some money,”
Green said. He said he
didn’t hear any gunshots or see anyone get
hurt.
The suspect fled in a
vehicle, which was

“I thought
it was a
joke a first.”
“But it went
bad right after
that splitsecond.”
Cory Green, a bank
customer from Naylor,
witnessed the robbery.

Staff
Police in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina arrested a former Jasper resident wanted by Suwannee County authorities on an auto theft charge
July 13, reports from the Myrtle Beach Police Department show.
Lolitha Ann Humphrey,
41, of 608 37th Avenue,
Myrtle Beach reportedly
stole a vehicle from
Suwannee
County.
Suwannee County Sheriff’s reports show that
Humphrey was living in
Jasper at the time of the
July 26, 2010 incident. Her
name was also Lolitha Lolitha Humphrey
Claridy.
“The offender had
changed her name back to her maiden name,”
the report from MBPD explained.
The truck was later found in Myrtle Beach and
was determined that Humphrey had stolen it,
SEE MISSING, PAGE 2A

pursued by a police officer, Childress said.
SEE ARREST, PAGE 2A

Burn ban lifted in
Hamilton County
Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Marshall appointed to
White Springs Town Council

SEE MARSHALL, PAGE 2A

Town Clerk Shirley Heath swears in Richard Marshall to the
White Springs Town Council. Submitted Photo

SEE BURN, PAGE 2A
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1 ACRES W/ DWMH + additions
less than 3 miles From Jasper.
FRPL, Florida Rm, many extras.
$99,900. Call for Appt

Always wanted a spot on the river
but thought you could never afford.
Now you can. $10,000. 10% down
10 year term only 1.

NEW LISTING!

3 ACRES w/ DWMH, pond Underground
irrigation Community pool, picnic area
less than 30 min from Wild Adventures
and Valdosta. $90,000.
682690JBV

For Kids 12 & Under
No Purchase Necessary
Must Present Coupon
Limit 1 Per Person

671466agv

Submitted
Minister Richard Marshall was appointed to the
White Springs Town Council seat recently left vacant by Spencer Lofton who resigned in May.
In addition to Marshall, four additional residents submitted applications: Earl Carter, Gerald
Ford, Shirley Marshall and Woody Woodard.
On behalf of the entire Town Council, Mayor
Helen Miller extended appreciation to the residents who came forward and expressed their desire to work in a positive manner for the betterment of White Springs. The prevailing sentiment
expressed by the applicants was their desire to
continue the Town's education programs in support of the community's children, she said.
In a much anticipated action, the Council voted
unanimously to authorize a pre-application to
USDA Rural Development for construction of a
storm shelter/multipurpose center for the greater
White Springs community.
In a special meeting immediately prior to the
regular council meeting, the council selected Jordan & Associates (planning and administration)
and Freeman Design
Group Inc. (engineering) as consultants
for a high priority
CDBG Economic Development project.

The burn ban in Hamilton County was officially lifted Tuesday, July 19 at 7:30 p.m., according to County Coordinator Danny Johnson.
All six counties in the Suwannee Forestry
Center area of operations are now free from local burn bans, said officials.
The end of these restrictions does not mean
there are no rules to follow when burning debris. Residents may now burn when following
these outdoor burning guidelines, according to
officials with the Forestry Center:
• It is illegal to burn household garbage, including paper products, treated lumber, rubber
materials, tires, pesticides, paint, and aerosol
containers.
• Dry vegetative debris such as grass clippings, pine straw, leaves, tree limbs and shrub
trimmings can be legally burned between 9
a.m. and one hour before sunset if:
° it is in a pile not larger than 8 feet in diam-

