
Community Calendar
July 14  -  County-wide Sisterhood meeting at

Corinth Baptist Church, 7042 SW 41st Ave,
Jasper at 7p.m. Bring a salad or dessert and one
canned food item. All ladies welcome.

July 14  -  VFW Post 8095 will pack and ship
boxes for FL National Guard Troops stationed
in Afghanistan.

July 14  -  N. Cen. FL Tea Party meeting at
7pm in the Taylor Building, 128 SW Birley, Lake
City. Call 386-935-0126 or 386-935-0821 for more
info (www.northcentralfloridateaparty.org)

July 16  -  W/registration prior, the General
Membership Meeting of the Timberlake Proper-
ty Owners Association will be held in the cafete-
ria of the School Board Offices at 10:00 a.m.,

4280 SW CR 152,
Jasper.

July 17  -  Harvest
Fellowship Church will
celebrate their 19th an-

niversary and Pastor’s retirement. Begins at 10:30
a.m.

July 18  -  Hamilton County School Board
meeting at 6pm

July 27  -  Lady of the Lake Quilting Guild
meets at 9:30 am at Teen Town, 533 NW Desoto
Street, lake City. Call 386-754-9330 for more info.

Aug 2  -  Hamilton County Alcohol & Other
Drug Prevention Coalition meets from 5-6:30 pm
in FDLRS training room, JRE Lee Educational
Complex, Jasper.

Aug. 9  -  Sparkleberry Chapter of FL Native
Plant Society will meet at 6:30 pm at Hatch Park,
Branford. 386-935-2453 for more info.

Weekly & Monthly Happenings
Free Food Pantry for senior citizens (at least 60

years of age) on the 4th Thursday of each month
from 1-2pm at the Hamilton County Council on
Aging building, 313 Hatley St., Jasper (behind
Bank of America). 386-638-0077

American Legion Post 215 meets 4th Thursday
each month at 7pm at Poplar Springs Church,
MLK Drive, Jasper.

Mon, Wed, Fri: New Bethel AME Church will
assist you in completing the Children & Family
applications. 9am-1pm at 604 SW 6th Avenue,
Jasper. Contact JoAnn Townsend at 792-2323.

Jasper Revitalization Committee  meets the 3rd
Thursday each month at 6pm at Bass’s Furniture,
Jasper. Email bassfurniture@windstream.net or
call 792-2725.

Bible Baptist Church clothes closet: 2nd Satur-
day each month from 10am-1pm. 792-0720

1st Friday Dinners sold each first Friday by
Sweet Home Baptist Church, CR 25A, White
Springs to benefit the church. 11am-3pm $5-$7.

Jasper First Methodist Church clothes closet
4th Saturday each month from 1-5pm. 792-0904
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OPINION

A recent Superman comic book has
the hero saying, "I am renouncing my
U.S. citizenship" because "truth, jus-
tice, and the American way -- it's not
enough anymore." Though not ad-
dressing Superman's statement, Stan-
ford University professor and Hoover
Institution senior fellow William Da-
mon explains how such a vision could
emerge today but not yesteryear. The
explanation is found in his article
"American Amnesia," in Defining
Ideas (7/1/2011), based upon his
most recent book, "Failing Liberty
101: How We Are Leaving Young
Americans Unprepared for Citizen-
ship in a Free Society."

The National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress reports that only 1 in 4
high school seniors scored at least
"proficient" in knowledge of U.S. citi-
zenship. Civics and history were
American students' worst subjects.
Professor Damon said that for the

past 10 years, his
Stanford Univer-
sity research
team has inter-
viewed broad
cross sections of
American youths
about U.S. citi-
zenship. Here are
some typical re-
sponses: "We just
had (American citizenship) the other
day in history. I forget what it was."
Another said, "Being American is not
really special. ... I don't find being an
American citizen very important."
Another said, "I don't want to belong
to any country. It just feels like you
are obligated to this country. I don't
like the whole thing of citizen. ... It's
like, citizen, no citizen; it doesn't
make sense to me. It's, like, to be a
good citizen -- I don't know, I don't
want to be a citizen. ... It's stupid to

me."
A law professor,

whom Damon leaves
unnamed, shares this
vision in a recent book:
"Longstanding notions
of democratic citizen-
ship are becoming ob-
solete. ... American
identity is unsustain-
able in the face of glob-
alization." Instead of
commitment to a na-
tion-state, "loyalties ...
are moving to transna-
tional communities de-

fined by many
different ways: by
race, ethnicity,
gender, religion,
age, and sexual
orientation." This
law professor's vi-
sion is shared by
many educators
who look to
"global citizen-

ship" as the proper aim of civics in-
struction, de-emphasizing attachment
to any particular country, such as the
United States, pointing out that our
primary obligation should be to the
universal ideals of human rights and
justice. To be patriotic to one's own
country is seen as suspect because it
may turn into a militant chauvinism
or a dangerous "my country, right or
wrong" vision.

The ignorance about our country is
staggering. According to one survey,
only 28 percent of students could
identify the Constitution as the
supreme law of the land. Only 26 per-
cent of students knew that the first 10
amendments to the Constitution are
called the Bill of Rights. Fewer than
one-quarter of students knew that
George Washington was the first
president of the United States.

Discouraging young Americans
from identifying with their country
and celebrating our traditional Ameri-
can quest for liberty and equal rights
removes the most powerful motiva-
tion to learn civics and U.S. history.
After all, Damon asks, "why would a

student exert any effort to master the
rules of a system that the student has
no respect for and no interest in being
part of? To acquire civic knowledge
as well as civic virtue, students need
to care about their country." Igno-
rance and possibly contempt for
American values, civics and history
might help explain how someone like
Barack Obama could become presi-
dent of the United States. At no other
time in our history could a person
with longtime associations with peo-
ple who hate our country become
president. Obama spent 20 years at-
tending the Rev. Jeremiah Wright's
hate-filled sermons, which preached
that "white folks' greed runs a world
in need," called our country the "US
of KKK-A" and asked God to "damn
America." Obama's other America-
hating associates include Weather Un-
derground Pentagon bomber William
Ayers and Ayers' wife, Bernardine
Dohrn.

The fact that Obama became presi-
dent and brought openly Marxist peo-
ple into his administration doesn't say
so much about him as it says about
the effects of decades of brainwashing
of the American people by the educa-
tion establishment, media and the in-
tellectual elite.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Failing liberty 101
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate
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Letter to the Editor and Article Policy
Letters to the Editor and news articles can be mailed,

FAXed or dropped off at the news office located in the
Bank of America Building, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.
till 12 noon.

Letters to the Editor should be typed, double-spaced if
possible, brief and to the point, approximately 150 to 200
words or less. Not all letters are published. To be consid-
ered for publication Letters to the Editor must be signed,
include the writer’s address and phone number, and in
the Jasper News’ office on Friday before noon.

News Releases, 400 or less words, should be typed, dou-
ble-spaced if possible, brief and to the point. Not all articles
are published.

Letters and articles may be edited to fit available space.
Well written letters/articles require less editing.

To mail your letter/article, send it to: The Jasper News,
105 NE 2nd Ave., Jasper, FL 32052 or FAX it to: 386-792-
3009.

It is the policy of the City Council of the City of Jasper to 
promote, through fair, orderly and lawful procedure the 
opportunity for each person so desiring to obtain housing of such 
person’s choice in the city without regard to race, religion, color, 
ancestry, national origin, sex, familial status, marital status, 
handicap or age, and that, to that end, to prohibit discrimination 
in housing by any person.

The City Manager is authorized to implement the City’s fair 
housing policy, as contained in Ordinance Number 466, as it 
may be amended, in accordance with state and federal laws. 
This ordinance is available for public inspection at the Office of 
City Clerk, Jasper City Hall, 208 W. Hatley Street, Jasper, 
Florida 32052, during normal business hours Monday  - Friday 
from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

A written complaint of any local fair housing discrimination 
should be made to the City Manager, 208 W. Hatley Street, 
Jasper, Florida 32052. The written complaint must be received 
within 60 days of the alleged occurrence. An investigation will be 
conducted within 30 days of receipt of the complaint and a 
determination of probable cause will be generated. If there is 
cause to believe discrimination took place, the City Manager will 
attempt to conciliate the parties.

Any aggrieved person may also file a fair housing discrimination 
complaint with the following State and/or Federal agencies:

Florida Commission on Human Relations
325 John Knox Road, Bldg. F., Suite 240

Tallahassee, FL 32303-4149
Toll-Free Telephone:  1-800-342-8170

or
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

451 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20410

Toll-Free Telephone:  1-800-424-8590

For further information, or to register a fair housing complaint, 
please contact Charles Williams, Jasper City Manager, at 386-
792-1212.

The City of Jasper is an Equal Opportunity Housing Agency
682118lcv
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The Council on
Aging’s Hot Lunch
and Food Pantry for
seniors for the
month of July has
been postponed un-
til a later date.

Submitted by Cecil Davis
At a  recent New Hope Baptist

Church Women's Missionary Union
meeting women assembled Samari-
tan's Purse shoeboxes for the Novem-
ber mission emphasis. Nearly 200 of

the familiar red and green boxes were
put together and will be filled with
school supplies, hygiene products,
toys, and candy. The boxes will be dis-
tributed around the world to children
who live in poverty.

Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes packed

Left to Right: Becky Jo Adams, Rhonda Culbreth, Faye Culbreth, Marie Warner, Sonia Kimball,
Gayle Marable, and Marie Goolsby,  packing Samaritan's Purse shoeboxes that will be sent  to
poverty-stricken children around the world. - Photo submitted

COA’s Food
Pantry and
hot lunch for
July cancelled
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