
On Tuesday, July 5,
she accompanied Ram-
sey to a county commis-
sion meeting held at the
Hamilton County Court-
house. She looked in-
tense as she listened to
the proceedings, espe-
cially when Ramsey was
speaking to the board
about current projects
and requests that the de-
velopment authority is
working on.
“I really am honored

that the Workforce
Agency recommended
me to Ms. Ramsey,”
De’Jesus said. “I’m very
humbled by the oppor-
tunity to work again.”
These innovative sum-

mer job programs pro-
vide eligible youth with
earned income as well
as valuable work experi-
ence and their salary is
paid for by the Agency

for Workforce Innova-
tion.
“It’s a great program,”

Ramsey said. “I would
love to see the word get
out about it.”
For more information

on the Summer Youth
Program contact the
Agency for Workforce
Innovation at 850-245-
7105.
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 We pay cash $275 & up
  Cash for junk vehicles

 No Title Necessary
 Licensed ~ We also buy any kind of 

 scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

The Hamilton County School District in
partnership with the Hamilton County Board
of County Commissioners and sponsorship of
PCS Phosphate-White Springs is proud to of-
fer the Florida Ready to Work Program
through the Adult Education Program. 
This program will offer academic assistance

to Hamilton County citizens who have a need
for academic refreshment prior to returning to
the workforce. Major subject areas covered
will be applied mathematics, reading for in-
formation and locating information.  It’s all
free and it’s easy to get started. Individuals in-
terested in attending the classes should con-
tact Hamilton County School District adminis-
trative assistant Evelyn Davis at 386-792-6529
or Assistant Superintendent Rex L. Mitchell at
386-792-6571.
Classes for July and August will be held at

the Adult Classroom JRE Lee District Com-
plex from 6 to 9 p.m. on the following dates:

Mon. July 18 and Tues. July 19
Mon. July 25 and Tues. July 26
Mon. Aug. 1 and Tues. Aug. 2
Mon. Aug. 8 and Tues. Aug. 9

Information concerning the program can be
found on the Florida Ready to Work website
at www.floridareadytowork.com.

Hamilton County Ready
to Work Program

water's edge upon inves-
tigation. He said West-

berry "picked the baby"
from the water and that
deputies tried to resusci-
tate Jace once on scene.

Investigators had
Westberry's blood
drawn to determine if
she was under the influ-

ence of alcohol when the
tragedy occurred. The
results of that test are
not yet known.
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office will pay Hall
$1,000 for back pay and
$21,000 in attorney fees
to Hall’s counsel. Hall,
in return, agreed to
drop her lawsuit against
Jarvis.
Hall brought the law-

suit against Jarvis last
year after she said she
was fired by him for
speaking at public
events such as Tea Party
meetings. Jarvis said
Hall left voluntarily.
Hall’s employment

with the state's attor-
ney’s office ended in
May 2010. Hall filed a
civil lawsuit shortly af-
ter citing her First
Amendment rights had
been violated.
The lawsuit was

against Jarvis personally
and in his official capac-
ity as Third Circuit State
Attorney.
The settlement agree-

ment stated that Hall
and Jarvis “have deter-
mined that their respec-
tive interests would best
be served by completely
resolving, compromis-

ing, and settling the ex-
isting or possible dis-
putes, disagreements
and controversies be-
tween them without ad-
ditional delay, litigation,
or litigation of any fed-
eral, state or other cause
yet unfiled.”
Hall and Jarvis at-

tended a court ordered
mediation on July 5 in
an attempt to resolve
the case without a court
ruling or a jury verdict,
according to records.
“We understand that

the cost of defending
this lawsuit is and re-
mains substantial and is
being funded by Florida
taxpayers,” Hall and
Jarvis said in a mutual
statement released July
7.
The statement said

that, despite the settle-
ment, “Hall strongly be-
lieves that she was exer-
cising her right to free
speech under the First
Amendment ... when
she spoke at certain po-
litical groups’ functions
on issues she felt were
of public concern that
are subject to serious

debate.”
Moreover, as Hall’s

boss at the time, “Jarvis
strongly believes that
he, as the elected state
attorney, had the au-
thority to ask (Hall) to
limit her speech because
of complaints he was re-
ceiving about her
speech and his belief
that she was associating
her ideas to State Attor-
ney’s Office for the
Third Judicial Circuit.”
The mutual statement

said Jarvis was only
seeking the perception
of neutrality of his of-
fice  “while at the same
time preventing poten-
tial negative impact on
his office.”
According to the mu-

tual statement, both
parties agree that gov-
ernment employees
have an interest in com-
menting on public is-
sues, but that they also
agree a government en-
tity, such as the state’s
attorney's office, needs a
significant degree of
control over public be-
havior of its employees.
Hall said she is pro-

hibited by conditions of
the settlement from dis-
cussing or commenting
on any aspect of it, but
told the Democrat she is
“very pleased”. Jarvis
said he was “pleased”
as well.
Both sides agreed that

the issues surrounding
the case would be com-
plex and unpredictable
in the courts, according
to the mutual statement. 
The statement called

the settlement “an effort
to avoid expending ad-
ditional taxpayer dollars
over this debate.”
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One issue with mov-
ing the building is
whether or not there
would be enough mon-
ey left in the approxi-
mate $400,000 budget
to add additional
paving to the existing
parking lot.
Another issue that

was brought up was
the old structure, which
consisted of 3,600
square feet, wasn’t big

enough and that it had
been a constant issue
over the years.
Costs of the different

types of building mate-
rial was another issue
discussed in detail.
Commissioner Harry
“Buster” Oxendine said
he wanted it stated for
the record that he felt
the project should have
gone out for bid in or-
der to get competitive
pricing. That issue, Ox-
endine said, was dis-
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Mother indicted
in child’s death

Discussion continues over senior center

Settlement reached in 
Hall vs. Jarvis lawsuit

tractors on the ground
and the pilot monitor-
ing the fire conditions
from a fixed-wing air-
craft,” the report stated.  
In addition, confusion

from traffic and inter-
ference on radio com-
munication channels
during the incident was
an issue.
The report also stated

that fire shelters, which
are similar to small
tents, were not used by
the two firefighters that
were killed. 
The report by the

Florida Forest Service,
U.S. Forest Service,
Georgia Forestry Com-
mission and Office of
State Fire Marshal made
recommendations in
hopes of preventing
similar incidents in the
future. 
Some of those recom-

mendations include
providing refresher
training to firefighters
on principles of look-
outs, communications,
escape routes and safety
zones; to review radio
frequencies and to un-
derstand the proper
channel and procedures

to use and to evaluate
fire shelter equipment
and how they should be
stored on all equipment. 
“We’re considering

the recommendations of
the review team very
seriously and we’ll
work to provide the
members of the Florida
Forest Service with the
training and equipment
they need to ensure
they’re adequately pre-
pared to fight wild-
fires,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Adam
Putnam.
Burch and Fulton

were plowing contain-
ment lines around the
Blue Ribbon Fire the af-
ternoon of June 20,
when one of the tractors
became stuck on a
stump in a dried out
pond. The other tractor
immediately came to
the rescue but it too be-
came stuck between nu-
merous stumps. The
two abandoned their
tractor but were subse-
quently overcome by
smoke and flames. 
The report states that

“neither tractor was
suitable for human shel-
tering at the time of the
burn over.”
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and taking minutes.
“I’m thrilled to have

her,” Ramsey said.
“She’s done a great
job.”
Ramsey said De’Jesus

has good people skills
and great phone eti-
quette. 
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berry Road exit, mile
marker 387, resulted in
minor or no injuries to
all involved.
According to the

FHP, Christine Marie
Myers, 59, of Trenton,
failed to maintain con-
trol of a 2004 Mazda
SUV which caused a
chain reaction crash. 
FHP said the right

and middle lane were
blocked for about 45

minutes with traffic
backed up for several
miles. Myers was trans-
ported to Shands UF
with minor injuries. No
other injuries were re-
ported. 
Williams Sr. and

Williams Jr., were in
the fourth car, a 2005
Dodge Ram, in the pile-
up, according to FHP. 
The others involved

were: Kristen S.
Harvery, 24, of
Gainesville, the driver

of a 2006 Lexus SUV,
which sustained $5,000
in damages; Radley W.
Ruland, 38, of
Gainesville, the driver
of a 2002 Toyota, which
had estimated damages
of $3,000; Cora B.
Williams, 76 of Tampa;
Aldon B. Sanchez, Sr.,
23, of Starke, the driver
of a 2007 Dodge Ram
with estimated dam-
ages of $4,000; Jose R.
Lizama Reyes, 41, of
Miami Gardens, the

driver of a 2005
Chrysler SUV, with es-
timated damages of
$5,000; Robie F. Christ-
ian, 41, of Tampa, the
driver of a 1990 Chevy
Silverado, with estimat-
ed damages of $5,000-
passenger was Robert
R. Trent, 24, of Spring
Hill. 
All drivers and pas-

sengers were wearing
seatbelts, FHP reported.
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Report complete on
firefighter deaths

Interning a great summer job

2 locals part of I-75 pileup

cussed months ago at a
prior commission meet-
ing.
“For the life of me

and I’m speaking for
myself. This is my opin-
ion. I can’t see why we
would even consider
doing that,” Oxendine
stated. “I know it was
the recommendation of
the insurance company,
but to me it appears
that we would want to
get the best price that
we could possibly get.”
Oxendine went on to

say that they shouldn’t
just turn the project
over to one individual
and tell them how
much money is allotted
for it. 
“Because if you tell

him you’ve got
$455,000, it’s going to
cost $454,000 to build
it,” he said. “That’s just
a statement I wanted to
make on record.”

Later commissioner
Josh Smith made a mo-
tion to allow North
Florida Professional
Services to start work-
ing on the senior center
project using a square
footage of 4,000 square
feet, built of red iron
with a later decision to
be made on the exterior,
whether it be brick or
block. The motion was
seconded and ap-
proved.
Furnishings, such as

kitchen appliances and
computers, were anoth-
er talking point and
they are not included in
the $400,000 budget.
Johnson stated that the
furnishings are on a dif-
ferent insurance policy,
but that he wasn’t sure
how much money was
set aside for replacing
them.

Sheremah De’Jesus watch-
es from the sidelines during
a county commission meet-
ing in Hamilton County. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor


