
sewage problems from day
one with the old building.
He said if they move the
new building closer to the
intersection, then they
would eliminate any future
problems with the flow of
sewage. 
County Coordinator Dan-

ny Johnson said they had
put a small pump (lift sta-
tion) in to correct the prob-
lem the last time there was
an issue.
Vaughn reiterated that if

they moved the building,
then they would eliminate
the sewage flow problems,
as well as the need for the
upkeep of the lift station
and in the long run it
would save time and mon-
ey.

basic warfare principles and
skills.
Airmen who complete ba-

sic training earn four credits
toward an associate in ap-
plied science degree
through the Com-
munity College of
the Air Force.
She is the

daughter of Harry
Oxendine of N.W.
US Highway 129,
Jasper, Fla.
Oxendine grad-

uated in 2009 from
Hamilton County
High School,
Jasper.

termath of Hurricane An-
drew when building codes
were revamped statewide.
A red iron structure with a
metal roof was one option,
along with a brick, block or
stucco exterior.
There wasn’t enough

steel or reinforcement in
the old foundation and so
it was deemed unusable. 
There was also concern

over building on the same
site.
“One major thing we

need to keep in mind, if we
build back to where it was,
we will always have a
problem with the sewage,”
said commissioner Lewis
Vaughn.
Vaughn said they had
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Settlement reached in Hall vs. Jarvis lawsuit
Full settlement agreement online, search “settlement”

By Stephenie Livingston
stephenie.livingston@gaflnews.com

The lawsuit against Third Cir-
cuit State Attorney Robert L.
“Skip” Jarvis Jr. by his former
Assistant State Attorney
KrisAnne Hall, who worked out
of Hamilton County, has ended
in a settlement, according to the
settlement agreement.
The settlement agreement and

general release obtained by the
Democrat states that Jarvis’

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Twenty-one-year-old Sheremah De’Jesus will be gaining
valuable work experience this summer as she interns with
Susan Ramsey, executive director of Hamilton County Eco-
nomic Development Authority. 
De’Jesus is a 2008 graduate of Hamilton County High

School and was recommended for the job after she applied to
the Summer Youth Program through the Agency for Work-
force Innovation. This is her second time interning through
the program. The first time was with the Suwannee River
Economic Council.
For several weeks now she has been acting as Susan’s right-

hand employee doing general office work, such as filing, an-
swering phones, assisting callers, attending board meetings

Air Force Airman Jana E.
Oxendine graduated from
basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Texas.
The airman completed an

intensive, eight-week pro-
gram that included training
in military discipline and
studies, Air Force core val-
ues, physical fitness, and

Staff
State officials have con-

cluded their investigation
into the Blue Ribbon Fire
tragedy in which two fire-
fighters were killed in
Hamilton County last
month, according to a re-
port released July 8.
The report states that Josh

Burch, 31, and Brett Fulton,
52, both of Columbia Coun-

ty, were killed June 20 while
battling the fire due to diffi-
cult terrain and limited visi-
bility due to excessive
smoke, hindering the fire-
fighters ability to escape the
fire. 
“Excessive smoke caused

by the fire hindered visibili-
ty of crewmen operating

Staff
A Hamilton County Grand Jury indicted a

24-year-old Hamilton County mother for ag-
gravated manslaughter of a child in the
drowning death of her 6-month-old in May,
court officials say.
The Grand Jury began deliberations around

8 a.m. Wednesday and finished just after 1
p.m., court records show. 
Jace Eben Shaw died late afternoon May 21

in the Alapaha River off CR 150 near Jen-

nings, close to Sasser’s Landing Cemetery, ac-
cording to Hamilton County Sheriff Harrell
Reid.
Reid said the mother, Melissa Westberry,

24, "carried the baby down to the river in a
carseat."
How the infant made his way into the river

is unclear.
Reid said his office found the carseat at the

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The rebuilding of the
new senior center in Jasper
took up a good portion of
time at the Hamilton Coun-
ty Commission meeting
Tuesday, July 5. Now that
the old building has been
demolished and the site
cleared, the focus now is on
rebuilding a safe and suit-
able structure for the senior
citizens of Jasper.
A few different ideas

were presented about what
type of building material to
use for the new structure
that will meet the stricter
building codes that have
been in place since the af-

Interning a great
summer job

Former HCHS grad gaining valuable work skills

Jana Oxendine graduates 
Air Force basic training

Report complete on
firefighter deaths
State released report July 8

Mother indicted
in child’s death

Discussion continues 
over senior center
Work slated to begin soon

2 locals part of I-75 pileup

 NEW  LISTING!  NEW  LISTING!  NEW  LISTING!

 Ratliff and Associates Realty Group

 1 ACRES W/ DWMH  + additions  less than 3 miles From Jasper.   FRPL, Florida Rm, many extras.   $99,900.  Call for Appt

 Always wanted a spot on the river  but thought you could never afford.   Now you can.  $10,000. 10% down  10 year term only 1.

 3 ACRES w/ DWMH, pond Underground  irrigation Community pool, picnic area  less than 30 min from Wild Adventures  and Valdosta.  $90,000.
 682110jrv

Local dancers attend national workshop & competition, Page 3A

KrisAnne Hall Robert L. “Skip” Jarvis Jr.

Sheremah De’Jesus and her mentor Susan Ramsey of the Hamilton
County Economic Development Authority. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

SEE MOTHER, PAGE 2A

SEE REPORT, PAGE 2A

SEE INTERNING, PAGE 2A

SEE SETTLEMENT, PAGE 2A

SEE DISCUSSION, PAGE 2A
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Today’s Weather

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Two Jasper residents escaped injury following a seven
car pileup on I-75 in Alachua County July 7.
The Florida Highway Patrol reported that James Al-

fred Williams Sr., 75, and his passenger, James Alfred
Williams Jr., 51, both of Jasper, suffered no injuries in the
multiple vehicle crash on I-75 northbound at the New-

SEE 2 LOCALS, PAGE 2A



On Tuesday, July 5,
she accompanied Ram-
sey to a county commis-
sion meeting held at the
Hamilton County Court-
house. She looked in-
tense as she listened to
the proceedings, espe-
cially when Ramsey was
speaking to the board
about current projects
and requests that the de-
velopment authority is
working on.
“I really am honored

that the Workforce
Agency recommended
me to Ms. Ramsey,”
De’Jesus said. “I’m very
humbled by the oppor-
tunity to work again.”
These innovative sum-

mer job programs pro-
vide eligible youth with
earned income as well
as valuable work experi-
ence and their salary is
paid for by the Agency

for Workforce Innova-
tion.
“It’s a great program,”

Ramsey said. “I would
love to see the word get
out about it.”
For more information

on the Summer Youth
Program contact the
Agency for Workforce
Innovation at 850-245-
7105.
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 We pay cash $275 & up
  Cash for junk vehicles

 No Title Necessary
 Licensed ~ We also buy any kind of 

 scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

The Hamilton County School District in
partnership with the Hamilton County Board
of County Commissioners and sponsorship of
PCS Phosphate-White Springs is proud to of-
fer the Florida Ready to Work Program
through the Adult Education Program. 
This program will offer academic assistance

to Hamilton County citizens who have a need
for academic refreshment prior to returning to
the workforce. Major subject areas covered
will be applied mathematics, reading for in-
formation and locating information.  It’s all
free and it’s easy to get started. Individuals in-
terested in attending the classes should con-
tact Hamilton County School District adminis-
trative assistant Evelyn Davis at 386-792-6529
or Assistant Superintendent Rex L. Mitchell at
386-792-6571.
Classes for July and August will be held at

the Adult Classroom JRE Lee District Com-
plex from 6 to 9 p.m. on the following dates:

Mon. July 18 and Tues. July 19
Mon. July 25 and Tues. July 26
Mon. Aug. 1 and Tues. Aug. 2
Mon. Aug. 8 and Tues. Aug. 9

Information concerning the program can be
found on the Florida Ready to Work website
at www.floridareadytowork.com.

Hamilton County Ready
to Work Program

water's edge upon inves-
tigation. He said West-

berry "picked the baby"
from the water and that
deputies tried to resusci-
tate Jace once on scene.

Investigators had
Westberry's blood
drawn to determine if
she was under the influ-

ence of alcohol when the
tragedy occurred. The
results of that test are
not yet known.

Continued From Page 1A

office will pay Hall
$1,000 for back pay and
$21,000 in attorney fees
to Hall’s counsel. Hall,
in return, agreed to
drop her lawsuit against
Jarvis.
Hall brought the law-

suit against Jarvis last
year after she said she
was fired by him for
speaking at public
events such as Tea Party
meetings. Jarvis said
Hall left voluntarily.
Hall’s employment

with the state's attor-
ney’s office ended in
May 2010. Hall filed a
civil lawsuit shortly af-
ter citing her First
Amendment rights had
been violated.
The lawsuit was

against Jarvis personally
and in his official capac-
ity as Third Circuit State
Attorney.
The settlement agree-

ment stated that Hall
and Jarvis “have deter-
mined that their respec-
tive interests would best
be served by completely
resolving, compromis-

ing, and settling the ex-
isting or possible dis-
putes, disagreements
and controversies be-
tween them without ad-
ditional delay, litigation,
or litigation of any fed-
eral, state or other cause
yet unfiled.”
Hall and Jarvis at-

tended a court ordered
mediation on July 5 in
an attempt to resolve
the case without a court
ruling or a jury verdict,
according to records.
“We understand that

the cost of defending
this lawsuit is and re-
mains substantial and is
being funded by Florida
taxpayers,” Hall and
Jarvis said in a mutual
statement released July
7.
The statement said

that, despite the settle-
ment, “Hall strongly be-
lieves that she was exer-
cising her right to free
speech under the First
Amendment ... when
she spoke at certain po-
litical groups’ functions
on issues she felt were
of public concern that
are subject to serious

debate.”
Moreover, as Hall’s

boss at the time, “Jarvis
strongly believes that
he, as the elected state
attorney, had the au-
thority to ask (Hall) to
limit her speech because
of complaints he was re-
ceiving about her
speech and his belief
that she was associating
her ideas to State Attor-
ney’s Office for the
Third Judicial Circuit.”
The mutual statement

said Jarvis was only
seeking the perception
of neutrality of his of-
fice  “while at the same
time preventing poten-
tial negative impact on
his office.”
According to the mu-

tual statement, both
parties agree that gov-
ernment employees
have an interest in com-
menting on public is-
sues, but that they also
agree a government en-
tity, such as the state’s
attorney's office, needs a
significant degree of
control over public be-
havior of its employees.
Hall said she is pro-

hibited by conditions of
the settlement from dis-
cussing or commenting
on any aspect of it, but
told the Democrat she is
“very pleased”. Jarvis
said he was “pleased”
as well.
Both sides agreed that

the issues surrounding
the case would be com-
plex and unpredictable
in the courts, according
to the mutual statement. 
The statement called

the settlement “an effort
to avoid expending ad-
ditional taxpayer dollars
over this debate.”

Continued From Page 1A

One issue with mov-
ing the building is
whether or not there
would be enough mon-
ey left in the approxi-
mate $400,000 budget
to add additional
paving to the existing
parking lot.
Another issue that

was brought up was
the old structure, which
consisted of 3,600
square feet, wasn’t big

enough and that it had
been a constant issue
over the years.
Costs of the different

types of building mate-
rial was another issue
discussed in detail.
Commissioner Harry
“Buster” Oxendine said
he wanted it stated for
the record that he felt
the project should have
gone out for bid in or-
der to get competitive
pricing. That issue, Ox-
endine said, was dis-

Continued From Page 1A

Mother indicted
in child’s death

Discussion continues over senior center

Settlement reached in 
Hall vs. Jarvis lawsuit

tractors on the ground
and the pilot monitor-
ing the fire conditions
from a fixed-wing air-
craft,” the report stated.  
In addition, confusion

from traffic and inter-
ference on radio com-
munication channels
during the incident was
an issue.
The report also stated

that fire shelters, which
are similar to small
tents, were not used by
the two firefighters that
were killed. 
The report by the

Florida Forest Service,
U.S. Forest Service,
Georgia Forestry Com-
mission and Office of
State Fire Marshal made
recommendations in
hopes of preventing
similar incidents in the
future. 
Some of those recom-

mendations include
providing refresher
training to firefighters
on principles of look-
outs, communications,
escape routes and safety
zones; to review radio
frequencies and to un-
derstand the proper
channel and procedures

to use and to evaluate
fire shelter equipment
and how they should be
stored on all equipment. 
“We’re considering

the recommendations of
the review team very
seriously and we’ll
work to provide the
members of the Florida
Forest Service with the
training and equipment
they need to ensure
they’re adequately pre-
pared to fight wild-
fires,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Adam
Putnam.
Burch and Fulton

were plowing contain-
ment lines around the
Blue Ribbon Fire the af-
ternoon of June 20,
when one of the tractors
became stuck on a
stump in a dried out
pond. The other tractor
immediately came to
the rescue but it too be-
came stuck between nu-
merous stumps. The
two abandoned their
tractor but were subse-
quently overcome by
smoke and flames. 
The report states that

“neither tractor was
suitable for human shel-
tering at the time of the
burn over.”

Continued From Page 1A

and taking minutes.
“I’m thrilled to have

her,” Ramsey said.
“She’s done a great
job.”
Ramsey said De’Jesus

has good people skills
and great phone eti-
quette. 

Continued From Page 1A

berry Road exit, mile
marker 387, resulted in
minor or no injuries to
all involved.
According to the

FHP, Christine Marie
Myers, 59, of Trenton,
failed to maintain con-
trol of a 2004 Mazda
SUV which caused a
chain reaction crash. 
FHP said the right

and middle lane were
blocked for about 45

minutes with traffic
backed up for several
miles. Myers was trans-
ported to Shands UF
with minor injuries. No
other injuries were re-
ported. 
Williams Sr. and

Williams Jr., were in
the fourth car, a 2005
Dodge Ram, in the pile-
up, according to FHP. 
The others involved

were: Kristen S.
Harvery, 24, of
Gainesville, the driver

of a 2006 Lexus SUV,
which sustained $5,000
in damages; Radley W.
Ruland, 38, of
Gainesville, the driver
of a 2002 Toyota, which
had estimated damages
of $3,000; Cora B.
Williams, 76 of Tampa;
Aldon B. Sanchez, Sr.,
23, of Starke, the driver
of a 2007 Dodge Ram
with estimated dam-
ages of $4,000; Jose R.
Lizama Reyes, 41, of
Miami Gardens, the

driver of a 2005
Chrysler SUV, with es-
timated damages of
$5,000; Robie F. Christ-
ian, 41, of Tampa, the
driver of a 1990 Chevy
Silverado, with estimat-
ed damages of $5,000-
passenger was Robert
R. Trent, 24, of Spring
Hill. 
All drivers and pas-

sengers were wearing
seatbelts, FHP reported.

Continued From Page 1A

Report complete on
firefighter deaths

Interning a great summer job

2 locals part of I-75 pileup

cussed months ago at a
prior commission meet-
ing.
“For the life of me

and I’m speaking for
myself. This is my opin-
ion. I can’t see why we
would even consider
doing that,” Oxendine
stated. “I know it was
the recommendation of
the insurance company,
but to me it appears
that we would want to
get the best price that
we could possibly get.”
Oxendine went on to

say that they shouldn’t
just turn the project
over to one individual
and tell them how
much money is allotted
for it. 
“Because if you tell

him you’ve got
$455,000, it’s going to
cost $454,000 to build
it,” he said. “That’s just
a statement I wanted to
make on record.”

Later commissioner
Josh Smith made a mo-
tion to allow North
Florida Professional
Services to start work-
ing on the senior center
project using a square
footage of 4,000 square
feet, built of red iron
with a later decision to
be made on the exterior,
whether it be brick or
block. The motion was
seconded and ap-
proved.
Furnishings, such as

kitchen appliances and
computers, were anoth-
er talking point and
they are not included in
the $400,000 budget.
Johnson stated that the
furnishings are on a dif-
ferent insurance policy,
but that he wasn’t sure
how much money was
set aside for replacing
them.

Sheremah De’Jesus watch-
es from the sidelines during
a county commission meet-
ing in Hamilton County. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor



lations to the students, staff members, and commu-
nity supporters of South Hamilton Elementary
School on receiving a grade of “A” from the Florida
Department of Education based upon performance
on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test
(FCAT).  We are so proud of our school!

White Springs welcomes Mr. Maceo Howell as
principal of South Hamilton Elementary for the 2011-
2012 school year.  Mr. Howell has over twenty-five
years in the field of education and for the past sever-
al years has served as principal of Hamilton County
High School.  Mr. Howell, we wish you well, and if
you have news you want to share, send it to this col-
umn and we will help you keep in touch with White
Springs.

White Springs expresses its sincere thanks and
congratulations to Mr. Waylon Bush, who served
South Hamilton Elementary School as principal for
the past several years. Mr. Bush recently retired from
the Hamilton County School system, and we wish
him all the best in his retirement.  We will miss Mr.
Bush and we will miss his dog’s afternoon serenade
from the back of Mr. Bush’s pickup truck.

We also extend our congratulations to Mrs. De-
lores M. Howell, longtime South Hamilton teacher,
administrative assistant, and curriculum coordina-
tor, who retired at the end of the 2011 school year.
We will miss Mrs. Howell.  Another longtime teacher
who worked many years at the South Hamilton
School, Miss Ellen Gay, recently retired. Congratula-
tions Miss Gay.   We also extend congratulations to
Ms. Clementine S. Flournoy, longtime member of the
South Hamilton custodi-
al and cafeteria staffs
who recently retired. We
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The standing of a
community is
defined by

many qualities and one
of the most important of
those qualities for any
community is that of its
educators.  There is now
much controversy and
coverage in the press
about our Florida educa-

wish all these outstanding retirees all the best for a
Happy Retirement.

One thing all of these educators will agree on is
that schools need community involvement.  I have to
wonder if part of the decline in our educational sys-
tem is not caused by the decline of community vol-
unteer involvement in our schools.  I would like to
extend many thanks to those who do volunteer their
time to our schools and students, and an open invi-
tation to those who have not yet volunteered to do
so.  You are so needed and you will be much appre-
ciated by your friends and neighbors.

Speaking of volunteers, the Stephen Foster Citizen
Support Organization is having its bi-monthly meet-
ing this Monday, July 18 at 6:30PM at the park audi-
torium.  This month Robin Luger and her team from
American Canoe Adventures are giving the CSO a
Southern BBQ dinner with smoked pork and chick-
en. Wendell, John, and Charlie have been working
on their secret recipes so bring your side dish and
enjoy this summer delight. The CSO will be provid-
ing sweetened and unsweetened tea.  If you are not
a member, you can come to the dinner and consider
joining while there.

That’s it for this week.  Thanks to all of you who
contributed, and for those of you who may have
something positive to share, let me hear from you.  I
hope to see all of you out and about, enjoying life in
White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com
386-269-0056

tional system and small rural communities, such as
ours and those that surround us, face more than their
share of challenges.  The debate about how to correct
our educational woes will no doubt continue until,
hopefully, things get better.  One thing that there
need be no debate about is that, no matter the diffi-
culties and challenges, we have, and always have
had, heroes and champions in our educational com-
munity that make a positive difference in our lives. 

We lost one of those champions this last week.
White Springs joins all of our Suwannee River Valley
area in mourning the passing of Dr. Alfonso Levy,
Lake City.  An extremely talented musician and an
outstanding educator, Dr. Levy, through the years,
supported the Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park, formerly the Stephen Foster Memorial, by
participating with and directing various choirs and
musical ensembles at the annual Florida Folk Festi-
val, as well as the “Jeanie with the Light Brown
Hair” Auditions and Ball.  During the days of segre-
gation, he did much to build bridges of understand-
ing and tolerance through his gift of music and song.
White Springs joins all of our area in mourning the
passing of a truly great American---Rest in Peace Dr.
Alfonso Levy.

The White Springs community extends congratu-

AGENDA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
Jasper, Florida

MEETING DATE: JULY 19, 2011
THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE 
BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME 
CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE 
SPECIFIED TIME.

LISTED ITEMS   
1) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
2) CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL
3) PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS
4) APPROVE BILLS 
5) CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
6) ADJOURN 

TIME CERTAIN ITEMS
6:00 P.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
6:05 P.M. – 2010 CDBG PROGRAM
6:10 P.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT
Ordinance – Setting speed limit on SE 142nd Blvd from CR 137 to SE 82nd St.
6:20 P.M. – REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND REQUESTS
DUE TO PUBLICATION DEADLINE, THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL 
MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD.  A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE 
OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2011, FROM THE OFFICE 
OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.
Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject 
matter of their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting 
the following Tuesday.
(*) NOTICE: Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, 
not having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make 
a presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting time. The Board of 
County Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been 
shown on the agenda; however, action by the Board on any such matter can only be taken upon 
determination of an emergency situation.  Any identifiable group of three (3) persons or more 
shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic.
In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person 
decides to appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to 
proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is 
based.
NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR 
ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT 
COURT, ROOM 106, 207 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, 
TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE 
PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857.

NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: AUGUST 2, 2011 AT 9:00 A.M.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CONSENT AGENDA
JULY 19, 2011

1) MINUTES – APPROVE:
A) June 21, 2011 – Regular Session
B) July 5, 2011 -  Regular Session

1) DEPARTMENT HEADS – INFORMATION ITEMS:
A) EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES:

1) Operations Report – June 2011 – file
COPY OF FLORIDA MODEL JAIL STANDARDS ANNUAL FACILITY INSPECTION 
REPORT FOR HAMILTON THE COUNTY JAIL – FILE
APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICE FROM IN TOUCH 
CONSULTING GROUP, INC.:
Invoice No. 1002 – CDBG Housing Rehab – Payment #2 - $7,727.28
APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICE FROM RHETT BULLARD P.A.:
Invoice No. 932 – 2011 Value Adjustment Board - $49.80
APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICES FROM ARD, SHIRLEY & 
RUDOLPH P.A.:
1) Invoice No. 7678 – Phosphate Mining - $871.29

680404RAV

Submitted
JACKSONVILLE, FL – Congress-

man Ander Crenshaw today (7/6) an-
nounced Fourth Congressional District
Mobile Office Hours for the month of
July. With the expansion of his con-
stituent service outreach program,
Crenshaw now offers mobile office
hours so that constituents will be able
to meet with his staff face-to-face dur-
ing regularly scheduled times in coun-
ties across the district.

“My goal is to provide the best con-
stituent service possible. Whether it’s
Social Security, Veterans issues, visas,
passports, legislation or any other
question or concern about the federal
government, I want to hear from con-
stituents and help them out,” said
Crenshaw. “With the expansion of
these services, my staff will be on hand
to talk with residents during regularly

scheduled stops at central locations in
Columbia, Madison, Hamilton, Union,
Jefferson, Leon, and Baker Counties.
We’ve got many opportunities and
challenges ahead, and I can’t think of a
better time to make sure that even
more Northeast Florida families have
access to the resources they need.”

Crenshaw’s Jacksonville office is
at1061 Riverside Avenue, Suite 100,
Jacksonville, FL 32204 and can be
reached at 904-598-0481. New mobile
office hours for will be held at the fol-
lowing locations and times for the
month of July. This information will be
provided on a routine basis to the local
media and will also be posted on Cren-
shaw’s official web site at
http://www.crenshaw.house.gov

Hamilton County July Schedule:
July 13, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm, 1628 US
Hwy. 41, Jasper.

Submitted  by 
Shannon McCook ,
Dance Works

Three dancers
from Dance Works
attended the Dance
Makers, Inc Na-
tional Convention
and Competition,
in Myrtle Beach, SC
the week of June
27-30.  

Lexi Parks,
Cailtin Hester, and
Libby Young along
with their teacher,
Miss Shannon par-
ticipated in Master
classes comprised
of Ballet, Tap, Jazz,
Hip Hop, and Con-
temporary taught
by teachers from
across the nation,
including Lauren
Gottlieb from "So
You Think You Can
Dance".  

On June 29th,
Libby & Caitlin
participated in
competition with a
Tap routine to
"Cantaloop" and
earned a High 2nd
place!!   These
young ladies put in
a week of hard
work and managed
to squeeze in some
fun too!

Submitted

The annual Perry/Leigh Family
Reunion will be held on Saturday,
the 30th of July, 2011 and on Sunday,
the 31st of July, 2010.

On Saturday the 30th, we will
gather at 7:00 PM for a good old
fashion Peanut Boiling at the shop of
Action Signs on U.S. 41 South in
Lake City, FL. Peanuts and Drinks
will be furnished free.

On Sunday the 31st, we will meet
at 9:00AM at the Stephen Foster

Memorial in White Springs, FL for
the family reunion. The noon meal
will be catered and meal tickets will
be sold at the reunion.

When you enter the park, tell them
you are attending the Perry/Leigh
Reunion and they will pass you
through. All relatives and friends
are invited. If you plan to attend the
Sunday Reunion, please contact Lar-
ry Perry at (386) 961-8859 or Willie
Douglas at (904) 781-0662, as we
need some sort of head count to or-
der meals for everybody.

Local dancers attend national
workshop & competition

Crenshaw Announces July
Mobile Office Hours

Annual Perry/Leigh Reunion begins on July 30

Libby Young and Caitlin Hester earned a High 2nd place with a Tap
routine to “Cantaloop” during the recent Dance Makers, Inc National
Convention & Competition. - Photos submitted

L to R: Dance Works’ Lexi Parks, Cailtin Hester, and Libby Young re-
cently attended Dance Makers, Inc National Convention & Competition.
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July 14  -  County-wide Sisterhood meeting at

Corinth Baptist Church, 7042 SW 41st Ave,
Jasper at 7p.m. Bring a salad or dessert and one
canned food item. All ladies welcome.

July 14  -  VFW Post 8095 will pack and ship
boxes for FL National Guard Troops stationed
in Afghanistan.

July 14  -  N. Cen. FL Tea Party meeting at
7pm in the Taylor Building, 128 SW Birley, Lake
City. Call 386-935-0126 or 386-935-0821 for more
info (www.northcentralfloridateaparty.org)

July 16  -  W/registration prior, the General
Membership Meeting of the Timberlake Proper-
ty Owners Association will be held in the cafete-
ria of the School Board Offices at 10:00 a.m.,

4280 SW CR 152,
Jasper.

July 17  -  Harvest
Fellowship Church will
celebrate their 19th an-

niversary and Pastor’s retirement. Begins at 10:30
a.m.

July 18  -  Hamilton County School Board
meeting at 6pm

July 27  -  Lady of the Lake Quilting Guild
meets at 9:30 am at Teen Town, 533 NW Desoto
Street, lake City. Call 386-754-9330 for more info.

Aug 2  -  Hamilton County Alcohol & Other
Drug Prevention Coalition meets from 5-6:30 pm
in FDLRS training room, JRE Lee Educational
Complex, Jasper.

Aug. 9  -  Sparkleberry Chapter of FL Native
Plant Society will meet at 6:30 pm at Hatch Park,
Branford. 386-935-2453 for more info.

Weekly & Monthly Happenings
Free Food Pantry for senior citizens (at least 60

years of age) on the 4th Thursday of each month
from 1-2pm at the Hamilton County Council on
Aging building, 313 Hatley St., Jasper (behind
Bank of America). 386-638-0077

American Legion Post 215 meets 4th Thursday
each month at 7pm at Poplar Springs Church,
MLK Drive, Jasper.

Mon, Wed, Fri: New Bethel AME Church will
assist you in completing the Children & Family
applications. 9am-1pm at 604 SW 6th Avenue,
Jasper. Contact JoAnn Townsend at 792-2323.

Jasper Revitalization Committee  meets the 3rd
Thursday each month at 6pm at Bass’s Furniture,
Jasper. Email bassfurniture@windstream.net or
call 792-2725.

Bible Baptist Church clothes closet: 2nd Satur-
day each month from 10am-1pm. 792-0720

1st Friday Dinners sold each first Friday by
Sweet Home Baptist Church, CR 25A, White
Springs to benefit the church. 11am-3pm $5-$7.

Jasper First Methodist Church clothes closet
4th Saturday each month from 1-5pm. 792-0904
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OPINION

A recent Superman comic book has
the hero saying, "I am renouncing my
U.S. citizenship" because "truth, jus-
tice, and the American way -- it's not
enough anymore." Though not ad-
dressing Superman's statement, Stan-
ford University professor and Hoover
Institution senior fellow William Da-
mon explains how such a vision could
emerge today but not yesteryear. The
explanation is found in his article
"American Amnesia," in Defining
Ideas (7/1/2011), based upon his
most recent book, "Failing Liberty
101: How We Are Leaving Young
Americans Unprepared for Citizen-
ship in a Free Society."

The National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress reports that only 1 in 4
high school seniors scored at least
"proficient" in knowledge of U.S. citi-
zenship. Civics and history were
American students' worst subjects.
Professor Damon said that for the

past 10 years, his
Stanford Univer-
sity research
team has inter-
viewed broad
cross sections of
American youths
about U.S. citi-
zenship. Here are
some typical re-
sponses: "We just
had (American citizenship) the other
day in history. I forget what it was."
Another said, "Being American is not
really special. ... I don't find being an
American citizen very important."
Another said, "I don't want to belong
to any country. It just feels like you
are obligated to this country. I don't
like the whole thing of citizen. ... It's
like, citizen, no citizen; it doesn't
make sense to me. It's, like, to be a
good citizen -- I don't know, I don't
want to be a citizen. ... It's stupid to

me."
A law professor,

whom Damon leaves
unnamed, shares this
vision in a recent book:
"Longstanding notions
of democratic citizen-
ship are becoming ob-
solete. ... American
identity is unsustain-
able in the face of glob-
alization." Instead of
commitment to a na-
tion-state, "loyalties ...
are moving to transna-
tional communities de-

fined by many
different ways: by
race, ethnicity,
gender, religion,
age, and sexual
orientation." This
law professor's vi-
sion is shared by
many educators
who look to
"global citizen-

ship" as the proper aim of civics in-
struction, de-emphasizing attachment
to any particular country, such as the
United States, pointing out that our
primary obligation should be to the
universal ideals of human rights and
justice. To be patriotic to one's own
country is seen as suspect because it
may turn into a militant chauvinism
or a dangerous "my country, right or
wrong" vision.

The ignorance about our country is
staggering. According to one survey,
only 28 percent of students could
identify the Constitution as the
supreme law of the land. Only 26 per-
cent of students knew that the first 10
amendments to the Constitution are
called the Bill of Rights. Fewer than
one-quarter of students knew that
George Washington was the first
president of the United States.

Discouraging young Americans
from identifying with their country
and celebrating our traditional Ameri-
can quest for liberty and equal rights
removes the most powerful motiva-
tion to learn civics and U.S. history.
After all, Damon asks, "why would a

student exert any effort to master the
rules of a system that the student has
no respect for and no interest in being
part of? To acquire civic knowledge
as well as civic virtue, students need
to care about their country." Igno-
rance and possibly contempt for
American values, civics and history
might help explain how someone like
Barack Obama could become presi-
dent of the United States. At no other
time in our history could a person
with longtime associations with peo-
ple who hate our country become
president. Obama spent 20 years at-
tending the Rev. Jeremiah Wright's
hate-filled sermons, which preached
that "white folks' greed runs a world
in need," called our country the "US
of KKK-A" and asked God to "damn
America." Obama's other America-
hating associates include Weather Un-
derground Pentagon bomber William
Ayers and Ayers' wife, Bernardine
Dohrn.

The fact that Obama became presi-
dent and brought openly Marxist peo-
ple into his administration doesn't say
so much about him as it says about
the effects of decades of brainwashing
of the American people by the educa-
tion establishment, media and the in-
tellectual elite.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Failing liberty 101
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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Submitted

The Council on
Aging’s Hot Lunch
and Food Pantry for
seniors for the
month of July has
been postponed un-
til a later date.

Submitted by Cecil Davis
At a  recent New Hope Baptist

Church Women's Missionary Union
meeting women assembled Samari-
tan's Purse shoeboxes for the Novem-
ber mission emphasis. Nearly 200 of

the familiar red and green boxes were
put together and will be filled with
school supplies, hygiene products,
toys, and candy. The boxes will be dis-
tributed around the world to children
who live in poverty.

Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes packed

Left to Right: Becky Jo Adams, Rhonda Culbreth, Faye Culbreth, Marie Warner, Sonia Kimball,
Gayle Marable, and Marie Goolsby,  packing Samaritan's Purse shoeboxes that will be sent  to
poverty-stricken children around the world. - Photo submitted

COA’s Food
Pantry and
hot lunch for
July cancelled

Community Calendar

SEE COMMUNITY, PAGE 5A



By Clif Copeland, Social
Security Public Affairs
Specialist, Gainesville , Fl

It’s been three years
since Social Security’s
Retirement Estimator
went online. Within
months of coming out,
the online application
was praised as one of the
highest-rated online ser-
vices around, and it has
consistently remained so
every year. 

Results from the
American Customer Sat-
isfaction Index show So-
cial Security’s online Re-
tirement Estimator in
one of the top two spots,
with a score of 90. (Social
Security’s online benefit

application took the top
spot.) The Retirement
Estimator ranks higher
than the websites of any
other public and private
sector agencies and com-
panies, including the
likes of Netflix and
Amazon.

Millions of people
have used the Retire-
ment Estimator. You
may try it yourself at
www.socialsecurity.gov
/estimator. 

Now that Social Secu-
rity’s most popular on-
line application is avail-
able in Spanish at
www.segurosocial.gov/
calculador, even more
people can use the Re-
tirement Estimator. 

The Retirement Esti-
mator is a convenient,
secure, and quick finan-
cial planning tool that
lets workers calculate
how much they might
expect to receive in So-
cial Security benefits
when they retire. The at-

tractive feature of this
calculator is that it uses
your earnings informa-
tion on file at Social Se-
curity, without display-
ing your personal infor-
mation. So, you get an
instant, personalized es-
timate of your future re-
tirement benefits. 

The Estimator even
gives you the opportuni-
ty to run different sce-
narios and “what if” sit-

uations. For example,
you can change the date
you expect to retire or
change expected future
earnings to create and
compare different retire-
ment options. This can
help you as you plan
ahead.

To use the Retirement
Estimator, you must
have enough Social Se-
curity credits to qualify
for benefits and you can-

not be currently receiv-
ing benefits.

Experience the best
online service now by
visiting Social Security’s
Retirement Estimator at
www.socialsecurity.gov
/estimator. Once you’ve
sketched out your retire-
ment plans, you’ll know
where to go when the
time comes to apply for
benefits: online at
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Submitted
The Sparkleberry Chapter of the Florida Native

Plant Society will meet the second Tuesday of the
month, August 9, 2011 starting at 6:30 PM, at Hatch
Park, Branford (403 SE Craven St). Directions: Once
you have turned onto 247 in Branford, SE Craven St
is the 7th block from 129 - you make a right onto SE
Craven, Hatch Park is a few blocks down the road on
the left. The Public is invited! 

The program will be a discussion of growing and
establishing native plants in our area. For more in-
formation contact: President, Betsy Martin, 386-935-
2453, betsymartin@windstream.net, Vice-President:
Carol Sullivan, 386-364-9309, for more information
on the Florida Native Plant Society: www.fnps.org.

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is
to promote the preservation, conservation and plant
restoration of the native plant communities.  
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Obituary

A tradition since 1908
SAVE! Buy Direct From The Manufacturer SAVE!

3403 Bemiss Road • Valdosta, Georgia
229-242-8873

or Contact Harry T. Reid Funeral Home at 792-2669
677132dsv

 644257-F

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 CHURCH OF CHRIST

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School.......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship....................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study...............................7:00 p.m.

 644208-F

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 792-2275

 Pastor: Steve Shaw
 Sunday

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Church Training......................6:00 p.m.
 Evening Worship....................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting.......................7:00 p.m.

 1/2 mile East on Hwy. 6, Jasper,  Fl 32052

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Programs . . . . . . . . 6:30 p.m.

 643869-F
 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 
  Jennings, FL 32053

 938-5611
  Pastor:Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School................................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship.............................11:00 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Worship, Youth Happening, 
 RAʼs, GAʼs.........................................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper..............................................6:00 p.m.
 Prayer Meeting, Discipleship class for adults, 
 Youth actvities, Childrenʼs Choirs.....6:30 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 644209-F

 CHURCH OF CHRIST
 N.W. 3rd St., Jasper

 Bldg.: 792-2277
 Sunday

 Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Evening........................................6:00 p.m.

 644212-F

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School...............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship........................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Kidsʼ Program................................6:15 p.m.

 644236-F

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church directory, 
 please call Louise 
 at 1-800-525-4182

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41

 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 644211-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258
 Pastor: Alexandria Hedrick

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service...........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Prayer in Fellowship Hall...............9:00 a.m.
 Choir Practice................................7:00 p.m.

 644251-F

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:45 p.m.
 Choir Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 644232-F

 METHODIST

 644210

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 Jasper
 CLASSIFIEDS

 Advertise your 
 YARD SALE, VEHICLES 
 OR UNWANTED ITEMS 
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS. 
 Call 386-792-2487 to 
 place your ad today. 

 653958-F

Bellville Volunteer
Fire Department holds
monthly meeting 1st
Tuesday each month at
6pm.

Hamilton County
Riding Club first Sat-
urday meetings at 5pm
and  games at 6pm
w/Jackpot Cloverleaf
barrel race, Hamilton
County Arena. Email
vkcg1975@yahoo.com
for more info.

Competition Mount-
ed Drill Teams meet
and ride every Sun-
day, 7pm until at
Hamilton County Are-
na. Email bassfurni-
ture@windstream.net,
attention Cindy Eat-
mon, drill team coach
for more info or to

ride.
White Springs HOPE

Office,  Adult & Com-
munity Education
Summer Hours: open
for the summer from
1-4pm Tues-Fri, 6-9pm
Mon-Fri. GED small
group tutoring 1-4pm
& 6-9pm Tues-Thurs.
Beginning computer
classes 7:30-9pm Mon
& Fri nights & 1-
2:30pm Fri. Microsoft
Office training 6-7:30
pm Mon & Fri, 2:30-
4pm Fri. The building
is available for com-
puter use & quiet
study during all open
hours. Located at
16811 Spring Street,
White Springs. Call
Robin Luger, 397-1418,
for more info or to vol-
unteer.

Community Calendar
Continued From Page 4A

Marilyn Bridges Sabin
September 4, 1930  -

July 4, 2011

Marilyn
Bridges
Sabin, age 80,

of Jasper, FL. passed
away Monday, July 4,
2011 in Tallahassee, FL.
Marilyn was born in
Quitman, GA. on Sep-
tember 4, 1930 to the late
Jasper Thomas Bridges
Sr. and Addie Belle
Ganas Bridges. She
made her home in Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. before
returning to her child-
hood roots in Jasper in
1976. Ms. Sabin was an
accomplished musician
and served as pianist
and organist for almost
30 years at First Baptist
Church in Jasper where
she was a faithful mem-
ber.  Marilyn loved her
family and was proud of
her heritage. She was
preceded in death by
her parents, her brother,
Jasper Thomas “Tom”
Bridges, Jr. and her
beloved sisters, Virginia
Bridges Chandler and
Janice Bridges Dupree.

Survivors include her
son, Charlie Sabin, Stu-
art, FL.; one daughter,
Sheila Sabin, Valdosta,
GA.; and three grand-
daughters, Melissa S.
Serra, Sarah S. Butcher
and Natalie Sabin.

Funeral services were
held Saturday, July 9,
2011 at First Baptist
Church in Jasper, FL.
with Pastor Roger Hutto
officiating.  Interment
followed at Sunset Hill
Cemetery in Valdosta,
GA. 

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Florida Sheriff’s Youth
Ranches P.O. Box 2000,
Boys Ranch, FL. 32064.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

The parents of Robyn Cole Morse would like
to announce the engagement of their daughter
to Sammy Kyle McCoy.

The wedding is planned for July 30, 2011 at
6:00 p.m. in the Grande Hall of the Spirit of
The Suwannee Music Park in Live Oak, Flori-
da.

Friends and family are invited to attend.

Submitted  by Paula G.
Williams

The family of, and the
Jasper community, con-
gratulates Mr. and Mrs.
S. J. (Buddy) Parker as
they celebrated 74 years
of marriage on June
27th.  They are a testa-
ment to the fact that "the
race is not given to the
swift nor the strong but
to he who holds out un-
til the end."  

This lovely couple
continues to lead a very
vibrant life, attending
their lifelong church, Mt.
Olive Baptist Church
and other local churches
and community activi-
ties.  They make the time
to tell others about Jesus.  

Family means every-
thing to the Parkers and
they are now a part of
four generations.  They
say, "a long healthy life
is indicative of the God

we serve, and we have
never been afraid of
hard work".  "He has
been good to us and we
thank Him," said Mrs.
Parker.  We have a pain
here and an ache there,
but "when we look
around and think things
over...all of our good
days outweigh our bad
days so we won't com-
plain."  

When talking to the
Parkers about one of the
largest changes they
have seen in their life-
time, they say, "This
computer business is
something else". "We
have watched pictures
go around the world and
our children keep up
with us and their home-
town through the com-
puter and the Internet.
This computer age is
something we never
thought of in years gone
by and it is amazing."

Congratulations to the
Parkers and we wish
you many more years of
marital bliss.

Morse & McCoy
to wed

Robyn Cole Morse and Sammy Kyle McCoy

Mr. & Mrs. S. J. (Buddy) Parker
celebrate 74th wedding anniversary

Mr. & Mrs. S. J. (Buddy) Parker - Photo submitted

Sparkleberry Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society, meeting: August 9,2011

Retirement estimator celebrates three years

Submitted
All community-service minded indi-

viduals are invited to be Charter Mem-
bers of the new Jasper Lions Club. The
first organizational meeting will be
held next Tuesday, July 19, at Bit Syo’s
Pizza in Jasper.

Lions clubs provide eye examina-

tions, surgeries, and eyeglasses to the
less fortunate as well as support pro-
jects to improve education and safety
in the community, assist the disabled,
and much more.

For more information contact Lion
Wes Roberson at 386-454-7808 or iwcr-
getit@yahoo.com.

New Jasper Lions Club 1st
organizational meeting July 19



Sorry I missed last
week, will explain later,
there are a couple of
items that need your at-
tention early, so will get
right to the point. These
items are relative to
THURSDAY, (that would
be today for most of you,
hopefully).
NOTICE:  SISTER-

HOOD will be at Corinth
Baptist Church this week
on THURSDAY instead
of Tuesday, there were al-
ready plans, so this will
get to you in time for
Thursday anyhow, hope
you did not try for Tues-
day as the men of the
Church already had other
arrangements. Hope you
can make it Thursday,
just bring your favorite
salad, dessert, etc., and
come for a great evening
of food, fun, visiting, and
a time for Christian Fel-
lowship. We do not know
of the message but know
you will not be disap-
pointed.  Bring your
friends and come visit
with other friends and
make new ones.
ANOTHER NOTICE:

for Thursday of this
week, hopefully you will
read this in time for the
above-mentioned notice
and THIS ONE.  The
VFW will be packing
boxes tonight, Thursday,
July 14th at the VFW
building.  Non-perishable
items are welcome, such
as beef jerky, fruit cups,
and a suggested list is
available at the Jasper Li-
brary.  You may also con-
tribute a donation to pay
for shipping of these
items to our service per-

sonnel, who send mes-
sages of thankfulness for
items received, they real-
ly are excited to get these
boxes when they are so
far away from family and
friends.  You may also
contribute financially for
postage for the sending of
these items, which is paid
by local VFW if no other
financial means are avail-
able. 
This is a fun time for

those taking care of this
project, it is so very spe-
cial what they are doing
for loved ones who are so
far away from home, and
it is great for those at
home to know that their
loved ones are receiving
gifts of love from people
back here.
If you receive these no-

tices and think of some-
one who might be inter-
ested and not get the mes-
sages, take the time to re-
late the messages to
them, Hamilton County is
very responsive to the
needs of others.
Summer is passing and

it will soon be fall, you
must be taking trips and
vacations, your Churches
are busy, let us know of
your activities.  Let us
know what our young
people will be doing, re-
turning to school, attend-
ing new schools, getting
new jobs and doing vari-
ous activities, help us to
keep up with them.
We had a great family

weekend this past week-
end, (aren't you having
some of these this sum-
mer, we want to hear
about them).  All the
members of my immedi-
ate family were present,
Ben, Leigh Ann, Trey and
Kaleigh, and I from
Jasper; Marybeth, Kaleb
and Jordan Windham,
Baker County, over 70 in
attendance, mostly from

Florida and South Caroli-
na, one 5th generation
member, this was the
Norris Family Reunion,
descendents of the Guy
and Ophelia Clinkscales
Norris family and their
families.  A group came
to Jasper to Ben and
Leigh Ann's on Sat PM to
go swimming and Kaleb
took some of them fish-
ing.  Others, including
Marybeth and Jordan,
went to Ichtucknee on
Saturday and some
played golf.   A group
(including me) went to
Mike's Cafe and Grill in
Lake City for a very nice
lunch (this has been a tra-
dition each year that we
have met in Lake City) a
great place to meet and
eat; and the reunion din-
ner was held at Lake City
Country Club (I guess
that is the name of it) a
real feast and a super
evening with ages of less
than a year to almost
90(there were 2 older that
I am). 
The storm a couple of

weeks ago on a Sunday
gave me a little problem
(it seemed big at the
time).  Lightning took out
my DSL box, which
Windstream replaced, my
telephone (not the line),
and my printer, copier
and scanner.  Leigh Ann
went shopping for me and
I now have replacements,
feel like I am back in
business, I really missed
all of them, thought I
would never get to that
point. I am stopping at
this point; do not go to
IPod or lap top or what-
ever other electronics are
available. 

Hoping to hear from
you soon.

norrislw@wind-
stream.net

386-792-2151
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are dropped,
we will be happy to make
note of this in the news-
paper when judicial proof
is presented to us by you
or the authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

June 28, Ronald E.
Rogers, 38; 129 SW As-
centa Terrace, Lake City,
FL; hold for CCSO;
HCSO
June 28, Michael Shane

Campbell, 23; 1343 John
Street, Jennings; violation
of probation; HCSO
June 28, Joseph A.

Marcano, 34; 2508 NW
49th Trail, Jasper; battery
(domestic violence),

criminal mischief; HCSO
June 28, Randy Lee

Southerland, 43; 312 Hat-
ley Street East, Jasper; vi-
olation domestic violence
injunction; JAPD
June 28, Albert Eddie

Albritton, 39; 512 SW 9th
Avenue, Jasper; petit theft
(retail); JAPD
June 29, David L.

McBurrows, 38; 2765
Hilltop Road, St. Augus-
tine, FL; driving while li-
cense suspended; DOA
June 29, Roselbin

Chun, 27; 8072 SR 6
West, Jasper; no valid dri-
vers license, fleeing/elud-
ing law enforcement offi-
cer, criminal mischief;
HSCO
June 30, Jerick Pham,

24; 7601 Barry Road,
Tampa, FL; driving while
license suspended; JNPD
June 30, James Allen

Jones, 41; 9615 SE CR
135, White Springs; 2
counts battery (domestic
violence), driving while
license suspended/re-
voked (habitual); HCSO
June 30, Ashleigh Eliz-

abeth Kennedy, 24; 11357
SR 6 East, Jasper; grand
theft, 2 counts dealing in
stolen property; HCSO
June 30, Agustin S.

Lopez, 38; 1347 Stephen
Street, Jennings; failure to
appear, no valid drivers
license; HCSO
July 1, Johnie Ray

Beasley, 48; 1800 East-
wind Road, Valdosta, GA;
serving 13th weekend;
HCSO
July 1, Mike Hammond

Johnson, Jr., 21; 2662
NW 6th Drive, Jasper;
driving while license sus-
pended; JAPD
July 1, Tyrond Kelly

Lanier, 32; 10766 NW
37th Street, Jasper; dri-
ving while license sus-
pended; JAPD
July 3, Amber Nicole

Mc Glashan, 21; 1065
NW Parnell Avenue, Lake
City, FL; no drivers li-
cense, violation of proba-
tion; HCSO
July 3, Michael Henry

Suber III, 28; 3110 Gray-
stone Lane, Albany, GA;
possession of cocaine;
HCSO
July 4, Justin Gandy,

19; 11078 NW 39th Way,
Jasper; violation of proba-
tion, resisting an officer;
JAPD
July 4, Nathan Lamar

Reynolds, 20; 10460 1st
Street, White Springs; vi-
olation of probation; P&P
July 5, Deana Franklin

Ball, 37; 1307 NW 3rd
Street, Jasper; violation of
probation; HCSO
July 5, Kurtis J. Adams,

21; 3338 NW 29th Place,
Jennings; violation of
probation, grand theft III,
burglary of structure;
P&P
July 5, Josua David Jo-

hannesen, 39; 601 North
72nd Avenue, St. Peters-
burg, FL; hold for Pinel-
las County; HCSO, DTF
July 6, James Anthony

Allen, 45; 505 Hill Street,
Monroe, GA; driving
while license
suspended/cmv; FHP
July 7, Florentino

Calieto, 20; 7011 W. SR
6, Jasper; no drivers li-
cense, hold for ICE;
JNPD
July 8, Elbert L. Coley,

32; 4771 Ballard Road,
Ft. Myers, FL; hold for
Lee County S.O.; HCSO
July 8, Kelvin  Charles

Young, 55; 16828 Mill
Street, White Springs; in
for funeral; HCSO
July 8, Oliver Wendell

Young, Jr., 37: 16973
Sunrise Drive, White
Springs; in for funeral;
HCSO
July 8, Robin Elizabeth

Boyd, 38; 103 Windsong
Road, Sweet Water, TN;
driving under the influ-
ence-2nd offense, refusal
to submit to DUI test, tag
attached not assigned;
DOA
July 10, Lee Gregory

Sexton, 50; homeless; vi-
olation of probation; traf-
ficking in stolen property;
FHP

REGISTERED SEXUAL
PREDATOR

Pursuant to Section 775.21, Florida Statutes, notification is hereby
made that the following individual is a registered sexual predator re-
siding in Hamilton County, Florida.  Positive identification cannot be es-
tablished unless a fingerprint comparison is made.

FREDDIE B. JONES

Name: FREDDIE B. JONES
Date of Birth: 07/11/1972

Race: Black
Sex: Male
Height: 6"02"
Hair: Bald
Eyes: Brown
Weight: 225 Lbs.

Scars, Marks, Tattoos: In-
formation temporarily un-
available

Last Reported Address:
5332 SE US Hwy 41, Jasper,
Florida 32052

Freddie B. Jones was convicted in the Circuit Court, Suwannee Coun-
ty, Florida, of the offense of lewd or lascivious molestation victim under
12 years old, offender 18 or older, F.S. 800.04(5)(b), and lewd or lascivi-
ous battery victim 12 - 15 years old, F.S. 800.04(4).

Arrest
Reports

Jasper Legals Jasper Legals Jasper Legals
PUBLIC AUCTION

Location: Dennis Garage
8109 CR 146 NW
Jennings, FL 32053
Date: 07-21-11
Time: 8:00 A.M.

1999 Chevy
Vin# 1G1JF52T8X7299125
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Date: 07-29-11
Time: 8:00 A.M.

1998 Plymouth
Vin# 1P3ES42Y1WD592214
7/14

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
THE HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WILL RECEIVE BIDS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING:

COURTHOUSE ATTIC VENTILATION
HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

NORTH FLORIDA PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, INC. PROJECT

No. L11026HAM

Date & Time for Receiving Bids:
August 11, 2011 @ 3:00 PM Local Time

Place for Receiving Bids:
Hamilton County Clerk of Courts
207 NE 1st Street
Jasper, FL 32052
(386) 792-1288

Bid Documents Prepared By:
North Florida Professional Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 3823
Lake City, Florida 32056
(386) 752-4675        FAX (386) 755-4674

Bid Documents Available from:
The Engineer’s Office

Deposit for Bid Documents:
Prime Contractors for payment of
$100.00 per set with a two (2) set maxi-
mum. Payments of Contractors are non-
refundable. Bidders using partial sets of
Documents are fully responsible for any
errors or omissions made due to not re-
viewing the entire set of Construction
Documents.

Project Description:
This Project consists of the construction
of an attic ventilation system including in-
stallation exhaust fans, intake louvered
vents, and all required electrical work

Date of Mandatory
Pre-Bid Meeting:
July 26, 2011 @ 9:00 AM Local Time
7/14

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2011CP000018

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
SADIE COX

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(TESTATE)

The administration of the estate of Sadie
Cox, deceased, whose date of death was
October 28, 2010, is pending in the Cir-
cuit Court for Hamilton County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of which is
207 NE First Street, Jasper, Florida
32052. The names and addresses of the
personal representative and the personal
representative’s attorney are set forth be-
low.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on whom a
copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this
court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate must file
their claims with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PRO-
BATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM
FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AF-
TER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice
is the 30th day of June, 2011.

Personal Representative:
/s/Gwendolyn Black

Gwendolyn Black
7191 NW 79th Drive

Jasper, Florida 32052

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/ Ralph R. Deas
Ralph R. Deas
Florida Bar No. 645990
108 Central Ave NW
Jasper, Florida 32052
07/07, 14

NOTICE OF INTENT TO TERMINATE
PARENTAL RIGHTS OF PARENTS

TO:
SHEARY ANN KELLY parent of 
JACIE DIANE KELLY

PLEASE take notice that a Petition for the
Adoption of Jacie Diane Kelly has been
filed in the Superior Court of Lowndes
County, State of Georgia, pursuant to
O.C.G.A. §§ 19-8-10 and 19-8-5.

Service is perfected upon you pursuant to
said Code Section and further notice is
provided that said petition seeks, by the
granting thereof, to terminate your
parental rights in said child.

The date of said hearing on the petition
for adoption is the 30th day of August,
2011, at 9:30 A.M. at the Lowndes Coun-
ty Judicial Building, Courtroom 5A, Val-
dosta, Georgia.

MOORE & VOYLES, P.C.
GREGORY A. VOYLES
Attorney for Petitioner
1008 N. Patterson Street
P.O. Box 1929
Valdosta, GA 31603-1929
(229) 244-8830
6/23, 30  7/7, 14

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that DEN-
ZEL DOCKERY the holder of the follow-
ing certificate(s) has filed said certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued there-
on. The certificate number(s) and year(s)
of issuance, the description of the proper-
ty, and the names in which it was as-
sessed are as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO. :
130 Issued May 27, 2004

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: Parcel
No. 2780-172
Section 1 Township 1N Range 13E
Lot 103 Meadow Brook Woods

ORB 395-35
NAME(S) IN WHICH ASSESSED:
Leon E and Kathalyn Mason

All of said property being in the County of
Hamilton, State of Florida.

Unless such certificate or certificates
shall be redeemed according to law, the
property described in such certificate or
certificates will be sold to the highest bid-
der at the South Front Door of the Hamil-
ton County Courthouse, 207 Northeast
First Street, Jasper, Florida at 11:00 a.m.
on Thursday, August 11, 2011.

Pursuant to Chapter 197.542(2), Florida
Statutes, the highest bidder is required to
post a non-refundable cash deposit of
$200 with the Clerk of Court at the time of
the sale, to be applied to the sale price at
the time of full payment. The Clerk may
require bidders to show their willingness
and ability to post the cost deposit.

/s/Kristy Morgan
Greg Godwin
Clerk of Circuit Court
Hamilton County, Florida
07/07, 07/14, 07/21, 07/28

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that DEN-
ZEL DOCKERY the holder of the follow-
ing certificate(s) has filed said certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued there-
on. The certificate number(s) and year(s)
of issuance, the description of the proper-
ty, and the names in which it was as-
sessed are as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO. :
584 Issued May 27, 2004

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: 
Parcel No. 4908-187
Section 23 Township 2N Range 11E
Lot 58 Lake Creek Park at
Oak Woodlands

ORB 495-57
NAME(S) IN WHICH ASSESSED: 
Oak Woodlands, Inc.

All of said property being in the County of
Hamilton, State of Florida.

Unless such certificate or certificates
shall be redeemed according to law, the
property described in such certificate or
certificates will be sold to the highest bid-
der at the South Front Door of the Hamil-
ton County Courthouse, 207 Northeast
First Street, Jasper, Florida at 11:00 a.m.
on Thursday, August 11, 2011.

Pursuant to Chapter 197.542(2), Florida
Statutes, the highest bidder is required to
post a non-refundable cash deposit of
$200 with the Clerk of Court at the time of
the sale, to be applied to the sale price at
the time of full payment. The Clerk may
require bidders to show their willingness
and ability to post the cost deposit.

/s/Kristy Morgan
Greg Godwin
Clerk of Circuit Court
Hamilton County, Florida
07/07, 07/14, 07/21, 07/28

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that DEN-
ZEL DOCKERY the holder of the follow-
ing certificate(s) has filed said certifi-
cate(s) for a tax deed to be issued there-
on. The certificate number(s) and year(s)
of issuance, the description of the proper-
ty, and the names in which it was as-
sessed are as follows:

CERTIFICATE NO. :
616 Issued May 27, 2004

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: 
Parcel No. 5077-160
Section 11 Township 1S Range 11E
Lot 16 Withlacoochee Woods Subd 

ORB 340-99
NAME(S) IN WHICH ASSESSED:
Daniel A. and Kathleen E. James

All of said property being in the County of
Hamilton, State of Florida.

Unless such certificate or certificates
shall be redeemed according to law, the
property described in such certificate or
certificates will be sold to the highest bid-
der at the South Front Door of the Hamil-
ton County Courthouse, 207 Northeast
First Street, Jasper, Florida at 11:00 a.m.
on Thursday, August 11, 2011.

Pursuant to Chapter 197.542(2), Florida
Statutes, the highest bidder is required to
post a non-refundable cash deposit of
$200 with the Clerk of Court at the time of
the sale, to be applied to the sale price at
the time of full payment. The Clerk may
require bidders to show their willingness
and ability to post the cost deposit.

/s/Kristy Morgan
Greg Godwin
Clerk of Circuit Court
Hamilton County, Florida
07/07, 07/14, 07/21, 07/28

Submitted

The Lady of the Lake
Quilting Guild will hold
it’s monthly meeting on
the fourth Wednesday of
the month, July 27, 2011
at 9:30 AM at the Teen
Town, 533 NW Desoto St,
Lake City, Florida. (2
blocks north of Duval
(US 90) on Lake Jeffery
Rd. The program will fea-
ture four demonstrations:
quilted post cards, bead-
ing, English paper piec-
ing and using a diamond
ruler.
The Guild is an organi-
zation for anyone inter-
ested in quilts and the art
of quilting. The meetings
are open to the public!
The Guild makes and dis-
tributes over 200 quilts a
year to various charities
and non-profit organiza-
tions in the Suwannee
Valley Region.
On October 21-23, the
Guild will co-host the
23rd Annual Quilt Show
and Sale in the Stephen
Foster Folk Culture Cen-
ter in White Springs, Fl.
This is a judged quilt
show, vendors, bou-
tiques, scissor sharpening
and much more. For info,
877-635-3655, www.flori-
dastateparks.org/stephe
nfoster.
For more details: Con-
tact President Loretta
Kissner, 386-754-9330 or
vice-president Sunny
Nadort, 386-658-1555.

Quilting
Guild

meets 
July 27
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Sports The Jasper News

By Corey Davis
corey.davis@gaflnews.com

JASPER-Hamilton County Parks
and Recreation hosted the 10-under
Babe Ruth North State tournament this
past weekend. 
With so many teams across the state,

Babe Ruth divided the state into North
and South and has two separate state
tournaments, with the South tourna-
ment being held in Sarasota. 
As the host of the tournament,

Hamilton received an automatic berth
into the tournament. The other nine
teams that competed this week, had to
finish first or second in their district
tournaments last week.

The tournament consisted of ten
teams placed into two pools: American
and National. The top two finishers in
each pool advanced to the semifinal
round on Sunday. 
The American pool is Whitehouse

(Jacksonville), Mandarin (Jack-
sonville), Santa Fe (Alachua), Wakulla
(Crawfordville) and host Hamilton
County, while the National pool is
Chiefland, Orange Park (Jacksonville),
Murray Hill (Jacksonville), Ponte Ve-
dra (Jacksonville) and Madison Coun-
ty.
Mandarin made it through the

American Division winning all four of
its pool games defeating Whitehouse
12-0, Santa Fe 7-3, Wakulla 8-4 and

Hamilton County 7-0 to advance to the
semifinal round.
Wakulla finished second in the

American Division going 3-1 with
wins over Whitehouse 18-9, Hamilton
16-1 and Santa Fe 9-5 to also advance
to the semifinal round. 
Orange Park breezed through the

National Division 4-0 defeating
Chiefland 5-2, Murray Hill 4-3, Madi-
son County 10-0 and Ponte Vedra 10-9
to advance to the semifinal round.
Ponte Vedra finished second in the

National Division going 3-1 with wins
over Chiefland 12-5, Murray Hill 7-0
and Madison County 5-4 to also ad-
vance to the semifinal round.
In the semifinals, Mandarin elimi-

nated Ponte Vedra 2-1 to advance to
the championship game, to face
Wakulla, a 14-3 winner over Orange
Park in the other semifinal game. 
Mandarin wrapped up the title with

a 14-3 win over Wakulla and will now
join the South Florida State winner in
the Southeast Regional beginning July
27 in New Bern, NC competing against
teams from Alabama, West Tennessee,
East Tennessee, East North Carolina,
West North Carolina, Virginia, Geor-
gia, South Carolina, Bermuda and the
Bahamas.  
The winner of the Southeast Region-

al will then advance to the Babe Ruth
World Series beginning August 13 in
Winchester, Virginia.

American
Mandarin (4-0)
Wakulla (3-1)
Santa Fe (2-2)
Whitehouse (1-3)
Hamilton (0-4)

Thursday  
Game 1: Mandarin 12, Whitehouse 0 
Game 2:  Santa Fe 30, Hamilton 0
Game 3: Wakulla 18, Whitehouse 9
Game 4: Mandarin 7, Santa Fe 3
Friday  
Game 5: Wakulla 12, Hamilton 0
Game 6: Santa Fe 7, Whitehouse 2
Game 7: Mandarin 8, Wakulla 4

Saturday
Game 8: Whitehouse 7, Hamilton 0
Game 9: Wakulla 9, Santa Fe 5
Game 10: Mandarin 7, Hamilton 0

National
Orange Park (4-0)
Ponte Vedra (3-1)
Madison (2-2)
Chiefland (1-3)
Murray Hill (0-4)

Thursday
Game 1:  Orange Park 5, Chiefland 2 
Game 2:  Ponte Vedra 7, Murray Hill 0 
Game 3:  Madison 10, Chiefland 7

Game 4:  Orange Park 4, Murray Hill 3 
Friday
Game 5: Ponte Vedra 5, Madison 4
Game 6: Chiefland 5, Murray Hill 2
Game 7: Orange Park 10, Madison 0 
Saturday
Game 8: Ponte Vedra 12, Chiefland 5 
Game 9: Madison 14, Murray Hill 3
Game 10: Orange Park 10, Ponte Vedra 9
Sunday
Game 11: Mandarin 2, Ponte Vedra 1 (Semifinal)
Game 12: Wakulla 14, Orange Park 3 (Semifinal)
Game 13: Mandarin 10, Wakulla 4 (Champi-

onship)

Mandarin takes 10-under state title

10-under Babe Ruth 
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Submitted  by Candi Perez
Harvest Fellowship Church will be

celebrating their 19th year anniversary
this Sunday, July 17, 2011 during their
regular service hours which start at
10:30 a.m.  Lunch will immediately be
served following the service.   Pastor
Jerry and Judy Thomason would like
to invite everyone to come celebrate
with them.  

This date also marks a very special
moment in the lives of Pastor Jerry
Thomason and his wife Judy.   They
will be retiring from their pastoral du-
ties at Harvest Fellowship Church.
Pastor Jerry and Judy Thomason are
the founding pastors of Harvest Fel-
lowship Church and have served as
Senior Pastors for the entire nineteen
years that HFC has been in existence.
Pastor Jerry & Judy came to Jasper,
Florida with a call of God in their lives,
and they have filled it through years of
hard and faithful work, not only in the
church, but through various programs
in the community.   They will be leav-
ing behind a very well established
church in the hands of a vibrant new

pastor and leader, Pastor Danny and
Charlotte Henderson.   There will be a
retirement celebration program for
them after lunch is served this Sun-
day.   Please make plans to stay and
celebrate their nineteen years of ser-
vice.

The family of Harvest Fellowship
Church and the entire community
would like to thank you both, Pastor
Jerry and Judy, for your years of dedi-
cated service to Hamilton County and
its surrounding areas.  It is people like
you that bring hope and make the
world a better place to live.  Your pas-
sion and love for the people of Hamil-
ton County have not gone unnoticed.
You will forever hold a very special
place in the hearts of many people;
hearts whose lives were changed be-
cause of your commitment to bring the
message of hope to a world that needs
it…the message of Jesus Christ.   We
love you. 

Pastor Jerry and Judy’s plans are to
retire in Tennessee and be close to
family.  We pray for all of God’s best in
their lives.  

Submitted  by USDA-Farm 
Service Agency

Jasper, Fl., June 28, 2011 – As part of
continued efforts to close the chapter
on allegations that discrimination oc-
curred at USDA in past decades, Agri-
culture Secretary Tom Vilsack and As-
sistant Attorney General Tony West
announced the establishment of a
process to resolve the claims of His-
panic and women farmers and ranch-
ers who assert that they were discrim-
inated against when seeking USDA
farm loans. 

“The Obama Administration has
made it a priority to resolve all claims
of past discrimination at USDA, and
we are committed to closing this sad
chapter in USDA’s history,” said Vil-
sack. “Hispanic and women farmers
and ranchers who allege past discrimi-
nation can now come forward to par-
ticipate in a claims process in which
they have the opportunity to receive
compensation.” 

“Under the resolution announced to-
day, USDA and Hispanic and women
farmers will be able to move forward
and focus on the future,” said Tony
West, Assistant Attorney General for
the Civil Division of the Department of
Justice. “The administrative process
being established will give Hispanic
and women farmers who believe they
suffered discrimination the chance to
have their claims heard.” 

The claims process offers a stream-
lined alternative to litigation and pro-
vides at least $1.33 billion in compen-
sation, plus up to $160 million in farm
debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and
women farmers and ranchers. This an-
nouncement follows the Obama Ad-
ministration’s settlement of longstand-
ing litigation brought by African
American farmers and Native Ameri-
can farmers. 

The program announced today pro-
vides up to $50,000 for each Hispanic
or woman farmer who can show that
USDA denied them a loan or loan ser-
vicing for discriminatory reasons for
certain time periods between 1981 and
2000. Hispanic or female farmers who
provide additional proof and meet
other requirements can receive a
$50,000 reward. Successful claimants
are also eligible for funds to pay the
taxes on their awards and for forgive-
ness of certain existing USDA loans.

There are no filing fees or other costs
to claimants to participate in the pro-
gram. 

Participation is voluntary, and indi-
viduals who opt not to participate are
not precluded by the program from fil-
ing a complaint in court. 

In conjunction with this announce-
ment, USDA is launching an outreach
effort to potential claimants that will
include a call center for farmers and
ranchers, a website, public service an-
nouncements, and in-person meetings
around the country. Individuals inter-
ested in participating in the claims
process may register to receive a
claims package, or may obtain more
information, by visiting www.farmer-
claims.gov. Individuals can register to
receive a claims package by calling the
Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-
888-508-4429. USDA cannot provide
legal advice to potential claimants.
Persons seeking legal advice may con-
tact a lawyer or other legal services
provider.

Under Secretary Vilsack’s leader-
ship, USDA is addressing civil rights
complaints that go back decades, and
today’s announcement is another ma-
jor step towards achieving that goal.
USDA is committed to resolving alle-
gations of past discrimination and
ushering in “a new era of civil rights”
for the Department. In February 2010,
the Secretary announced the Pigford II
settlement with African American
farmers, and in October 2010, he an-
nounced the Keepseagle settlement
with Native American farmers. Mean-
while, Secretary Vilsack continues to
advocate for resolution of all remain-
ing claims of past discrimination
against USDA. 

Audio and video public service an-
nouncements in English and Spanish
from Secretary Vilsack and download-
able print and web banner ads on the
Hispanic and women farmer claims
process are available at:
http://www.usda.gov/PSAs_Print_a
nd_WebBanner_Ads.xml. 

USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer and lender. To file
a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
(800) 795-3272(voice), or (202) 720-6382
(TDD).

By Angie Land
Now that the fireworks are over,

let’s continue to celebrate America’s
birthday by considering the freedom
we enjoy as citizens. Freedom is a
powerful thing, and like anything
powerful, it brings with it a measure of
risk and uncertainty.  Having freedom
means that no one makes our choices
for us, but it also brings the liability of
those choices…whether they produce
blessing or suffering, the results are
ours to claim.

Given that the driving force behind
America’s birth was religious freedom,
it is strange that while our country is
associated with independence, Chris-
tians have long convinced the world
that we are anything but free.  It is the
common perception that Christians
have a long list of impossible rules to
live by, (hence their sour dispositions.)
In his book “A Scandalous Freedom”,
author Steve Brown tells the following
story:

Abraham Lincoln went to a slave
market.  There he noted a young, beau-
tiful African-American woman being
auctioned off to the highest offer.  He
bid on her and won.  He could see the
anger in her eyes and could imagine
what she was thinking, “Another
white man who will buy me, use me,
and then discard me.”   As Lincoln
walked off with his “property”, he
turned to the woman and said, “You’re
free.”  

“Yeah.  What does that mean?” she
replied.

“It means that you’re free.”
“Does that mean I can say whatever

I want to say?”
“Yes,” replied Lincoln, smiling, “it

means that you can say whatever you
want to say.”

“Does it mean,” she asked incredu-
lously, “that I can be whatever I want
to be?”

“Yes, you can be whatever you want

to be.”
“Does it mean,” the young woman

asked hesitantly “that I can go wherev-
er I want to go?”

“Yes, it means you are free and can
go wherever you want to go.”

“Then,” said the young woman with
tears welling up in her eyes, “I think
I’ll go with you.”

Galatians 5:1 says, “It is for free-
dom that Christ has set us free.  Stand
firm then and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
God gives us freedom because He
wants us to choose Him.  Picture this
newly freed young woman living and
perhaps even serving in Lincoln’s
home…not because she must, but be-
cause she chooses, out of gratitude and
for her own protection.  In her world,
there would always be one waiting to
take her back to slavery...she would
not stay free on her own…neither will
we.  Our culture and our own desires
will lay the same trap for us, so if we
want to stay free, we too will stay close
under the protection of the One who
grants our freedom!  

God is after a relationship with you
and me…not a list of rules. “Where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”
(2 Corinthians 3:17) Healthy relation-
ships always reflect freedom rather
than bondage. Experience real free-
dom…it’s your choice…because your
heart matters.

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a week ly column
written by Angie Land, Director o f the
Family Life Ministries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association, where she teaches
Bible studies, leads marriage and  fam-
ily conferences and  o ffers Bib lical
counseling to  individuals, couples and
families.   Contact Angie with ques-
tions o r comments at
angieland3@windstream.net

MADISON, FL  — The
Public Safety Academy
at North Florida Com-
munity College is now
accepting students for its
Law Enforcement and
Corrections Basic Recruit
programs, as well as its
Dual Certification and
Crossover programs.
New classes begin July
18. All programs are
open entry with classes
beginning every few
weeks after this point.
Classes are held Monday
through Thursday from
6-11 p.m. at the NFCC
Public Safety Academy
complex on the NFCC
campus in Madison, Fla.

Students can complete
training in one year or
less and be ready to be-
gin a career in public
safety, corrections or law
enforcement. Last year,
NFCC added a new
Combined Corrections
and Law Enforcement
Dual Certification pro-
gram that is 1019 hours
and can be completed in
just over a year (approx-
imately 14 months). The
new combination class
allows students to seek
both a certificate in Basic
Corrections and in Law
Enforcement simultane-
ously. Financial aid is
available for the Law
Enforcement and the
Combination Correc-
tions and Law Enforce-
ment course through the
PELL Grant for qualify-
ing students.

NFCC students train
in one of the newest fa-
cilities in the state of
Florida. The NFCC Pub-
lic Safety Academy of-
fers a state-of-the-art dri-
ver training facility, an
indoor firearms training
area and the college
works with public safety
agencies and personnel
from across NFCC’s six-
county service area.
NFCC is one of the 42
approved Public Safety
Training Centers certi-
fied by the Criminal Jus-
tice Standards and
Training Commission
(CJSTC) to teach Law
Enforcement and Cor-
rections Basic Recruit
programs that prepare
students for the certifica-
tion exams required for
all Florida officers.

Those interested in
training at NFCC are en-
couraged to begin the
enrollment process now.
You must be at least 18-
years-old to enter
NFCC’s Public Safety
Academy and must pass
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NFCC Public Safety Academy enrolling now
Law Enforcement and Corrections
Basic Recruit programs accepting
new students; Classes begin July 18

NFCC is one of the 42 approved Public Safety Training Centers

certified by the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Com-

mission (CJSTC) to teach Law Enforcement and Corrections

Basic Recruit programs that prepare students for the certifica-

tion exams required for all Florida officers.

Students in NFCC Public Safety Academy programs benefit

from small classes and quality training opportunities.

NFCC students train in one of the newest facilities in the state of

Florida. The NFCC Public Safety Academy offers a state-of-the-

art driver training facility, an indoor firearms training area and the

college works with public safety agencies and personnel from

across NFCC’s six-county service area.

the Florida Criminal
Justice Basic Abilities
Test (CJBAT) before
submitting an applica-
tion for admission. The
CJBAT can be taken on
the NFCC campus. Offi-
cial high school/GED
diploma and transcripts
and passing background
checks are also required
for admission. Financial
assistance may be avail-
able for qualified stu-

dents.
Potential students

should schedule their
CJBAT testing and be-
gin the enrollment
process as soon as possi-
ble. For more informa-
tion, contact Gail Hack-
le, at (850) 973-1617 or
hackleg@nfcc.edu. Infor-
mation is also available
at
http://www.nfcc.edu/
public-safety.
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