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An iconic business leader in Jackson County died
Friday at the age of 87. Bill Hopkins was known for
his keen intelligence and ability to see beyond the
moment.

For instance, he was one of the first to understand
the wisdom in setting up shop near the eastside
Interstate 10 exchange. Soon after he moved here
from Georgia in 1970 to take over the car dealership
he’d bought from local businessman Jim Roberts,
Hopkins moved it from the west end of town to the
corner of U.S. 90 and State Road 71 South. He built
a new structure there, against the advice of many
who thought that the largely-underdeveloped strip
was a desolate place for a business to go. But his
Pontiac/Oldsmobile/GMC dealership would soon

become a cornerstone of the community, a pri-
mary landmark on the stretch that led from I-10
into the heart of Marianna. Over the years, SR 71
became a major business hub in Jackson County
and remains so today.

Hopkins was proud of that foresight, and that his
decision proved out as a savvy one in his lifetime.
It was one of many accomplishments that set him
apart.

He became one of Jackson County’s leading citi-
zens as he established himself here, but it wasn’t
just his business acumen that made him stand out.
He served his Marianna First United Methodist
Church and community organizations in a variety
of leadership roles over the years, was a devoted
Rotarian, and served on various local and state

Many mourn death of Hopkins
Business icon remembered for ‘a helping

hand, a giving spirit, a willing heart’

This 1995 Quality
Dealer Award
bestowed by
Time Magazine, in
cooperation with
Goodyear, was
proudly displayed
by Bill Hopkins in
the office of his
auto dealership.

See HOPKINS, Page 9A

BY ANGIE COOK
acook@jcfloridan.com

Satisfy your sweet tooth this
week, as the Jackson County Pub-
lic Library serves up its seventh
annual Southern Classic Desserts
fundraiser.

On Thursday, inside the Jackson
County Agriculture Conference
Center, 2741 Pennsylvania Ave. in
Marianna, there will be tasty treats
for all to sample starting at 6 p.m.,
musical entertainment, a live auc-
tion for specialty cakes, door priz-
es and more, but drop in early — a
silent auction preview kicks off at
5:30 p.m. for a host of items, in-
cluding specialized dishes, trays,
chocolate baskets, a bicycle, a
three-night’s stay at beach hotel,
art, books, scarves and more. And
all the money raised will help keep
the pages turning at the Jackson

BY ANGIE COOK
acook@jcfloridan.com

A Graceville man is facing charg-
es after allegedly fleeing from a law
enforcement officer conducting a
traffic stop, according to the Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Office.

Just before 11 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 21, a
sheriff’s deputy on
patrol in northwest
Jackson County saw
a green Pontiac se-
dan with an expired
tag heading north on
Bowden Hill Road.

A statement from the sheriff’s of-
fice says the resulting traffic stop
was initially conducted without
incident, with the driver, identified
as Cortney L. Giles, 34, of Gracev-
ille, being advised to turn off the
ignition. After a strong odor of
marijuana was detected coming
from the car, Giles was asked for
permission to search the vehicle.

The officer says the driver agreed,
but when asked to get out of the

Giles

Expired car
tag leads to
man’s arrest

See GILES, Page 9A

BY DEBORAH BUCKHALTER
dbuckhalter@jcfloridan.com

Lawyer Daryl Parks was
keynote speaker at a Black
History Month presentation
at Chipola College, the event
hosted by the school’s Black
Student Union.

Secured as guest speaker
by his protégée and local
lawyer LaDray Gilbert, Parks
talked about the importance
of studying history so that
its negative aspects are not
repeated by future genera-
tions. He pointed to higher
education and lifelong learn-
ing as key tools in the quest to
be successful. He also said fear
of failure and unwillingness
to explore the unknown are
hindrances in that journey

which must be overcome.
He also spoke of the need to
preserve one’s heritage and
to honor those who struggled
and survived to build a bet-
ter world for those who came
after.

The BSU was ahead of Parks
on that point. During the pre-
sentation, a ceremonial liba-
tionselementwaspresentedby
BSU member Winter Caldwell.
After she called several names
of local and nationally known
African-American leaders,
she invited the crowd to call
out others. As each name was
spoken, she sprinkled a living
plant with water as a symbol
of the person’s contribution to
the sustenance and growth of
future generations.

Several special guests were

recognized. They included
Lavon Pope, Jackson County
911 operator; Lenetta Green,
Jackson County Human Re-
sources Director and adjunct
professor of psychology at
Chipola; Marianna Fire Chief
Nikki Lovett, Leroy Boone of
the Rahal Miller auto dealer-
ship; retired Jackson County
Fire Rescue Chief Tony Wes-
ley; BSU supporter Gina Wes-
ley; Cottondale Elementary
School Principal Diane Long;
BSU supporters Dr. Anthony
Speights and Heather Spei-
ghts; Jackson County Health
Department Partnership Pro-
gram Director Karen Edwards;
Cottondale High School Prin-
cipal Ken Granger; Marianna

ON GUARD

A
statue stands silent

guard at the final

resting place of

Hattie Walker Butler, born

1863 and died 1911, in the

historic cemetery at St.

Luke’s Episcopal Church

in Marianna on Thursday

afternoon.
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Black Student Union hosts Chipola College event

DEBORAH BUCKHALTER/FLORIDAN

As keynote speaker at last Friday’s
Black History Month presentation at
Chipola College, lawyer Daryl Parks
urged young people to study history,
further their educations, honor their
heritage and get involved as they go
forward in life. See CHIPOLA, Page 9A

Library
looking
for sweet
success

See SWEETS, Page 4A



MARIANNA POLICE
DEPARTMENT

The Marianna Police Depart-
ment reported the following
incidents for Feb. 22, the latest
available report: Four traffic
stops, one suspicious vehicle,
one suspicious person, one
special detail assignment, one
burglary, one physical distur-
bance, one verbal disturbance,
one accident with no injury,
one 911 hang-up, one threat/
harassment complaint and 11
home security checks.

JACKSON COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

The Jackson County Sheriff’s

Office and county fire/rescue
reported the following incidents

for Feb. 22, the
latest available
report: One
drunk driver,
one hit and run
vehicle, two

accidents, one dead person ,
two hospice, one stolen vehicle,
four abandoned vehicles, six
reckless drivers, two suspicious
persons, one escort, one high-
way obstruction, one report of
mental illness, one burglary,
four physical disturbances,
one woodland fire, 19 medical
calls, two traffic crashes, two
medical transports, two burglar
alarms, one report of a firearm
discharged, 11 traffic stops, one

larceny complaint, four civil
disputes, one juvenile com-
plaint, one noise disturbance,
30 property checks, two assists
of motorists or pedestrians,
two assists of other agencies,
one public service call, two
911 hang-ups, one transport
and three threat/harassment
complaints.

JACKSON COUNTY
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
The following persons were

booked into the county jail dur-
ing the latest reporting periods:

» Frederick Richardson, 25, 17
Rolly Road, Dothan, Ala., driv-
ing under the influence.

» Erika Rogers, 34, 2790 Can-

niehead Road, Campbellton,
violation of state probation.

» Jaymison Blount, 23, 5311
12th St., Malone, violation of
state probation.

» Adam Alday, 27, 5911 West
Bracken, Donalsonville, Ga.,
retail theft.

» Courtney Giles, 34, 5454
Creel St., Graceville, fleeing and
attempting to elude a police of-
ficer, possession of marijuana-
less than 20 grams.

» Johnny Jones, 54, 3241 Five
Points, Cottondale, violation of
state probation.

JAIL POPULATION: 165

To report a crime, call CrimeStoppers
at 526-5000 or a local law enforcement

agency.
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Email: editorial@jcfloridan.com

Street Address:

4403 Constitution Lane

Marianna, FL 32448

Office Hours:

Weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

MISS YOUR PAPER?
You should receive your newspaper no later

than 6 a.m. If it does not arrive, call Circula-

tion between 6 a.m. and noon, Tuesday to

Friday, and 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Sunday. The

Jackson County Floridan (USPS 271-840)

is published Tuesday through Friday and

Sunday mornings. Periodical postage paid

at Marianna, FL.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Home delivery: $11.78 per month; $34.51

for three months; $65.40 for six months;

and $130.16 for one year. All prices include

applicable state and local taxes. Mail

subscriptions must be paid in advance. Mail

subscriptions are: $46.12 for three months;

$92.24 for six months; and $184.47 for one

year.

All subscriptions to the Jackson County

Floridan include delivery on Thanksgiving

Day for which there is a premium charge.

ADVERTISING
The advertiser agrees that the publisher

shall not be liable for damages arising

out of errors and advertisements beyond

the amount paid for the space actually

occupied by that portion of the advertise-

ments in which the error occurred, whether

such error is due to the negligence of the

publisher’s employees or otherwise, and

there shall be not liability for non-inser-

tion of any advertisement beyond the

amount paid for such advertisement. This

newspaper will not knowingly accept or

publish illegal material of any kind. Advertis-

ing which expresses preference based on

legally protected personal characteristics is

not acceptable.

HOW TO GET YOUR
NEWS PUBLISHED

The Jackson County Floridan will publish

news of general interest free of charge.

Submit your news or Community Calendar

events via e-mail, fax, mail, or hand delivery.

Fees may apply for wedding, engagement,

anniversary and birth announcements.

Forms are available at the Floridan offices.

Photographs must be of good quality and

suitable for print. The Floridan reserves the

right to edit all submissions.
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THE SUN AND MOON
Sunrise..................6:13 AM
Sunset...................5:36 PM
Moonrise................ 10:14 AM
Moonset................. 11:59 PM

24 hours .................0.00”
Month to date ........2.36”
Normal MTD...........4.26”

Year to date ...........5.81”
Normal YTD ..........9.50”
Normal for year......59.26”

High: 54
Low: 44

THURDAY
TIDES
Panama City Low ........ 12:35 AM High ........ 1:21 PM
Apalachicola Low ........ 2:12AM High ........ 7:10 PM
Port St. Joe Low ........ 2:56 AM High ........ 3:31 PM
Destin Low ........ 12:07 AM High ........ 2:27 PM
Pensacola Low ........ 12:41 AM High ........ 3:00 PM

RIVER READINGS
Woodruff ............................... 45.60 ft..................66.0 ft.
Blountstown ......................... 8.39 ft....................15.0 ft.
Marianna............................... 7.66 ft.....................19.0 ft.
Caryville................................ 5.60 ft....................12.0 ft.

SATURDAY
Partly Cloudy.

Possible Showers.

WEDNESDAY

0-2 Low, 3-5 Moderate, 6-7 High, 8-10 Very High, 11+ Extreme

FRIDAY

High: 51°

Low: 39°

High: 53°
Low: 44°

Rainy Likely. Some Heavy.
Cool.

Showers End.
Cloudy & Cool.

Mostly Sunny
& Cool.

Cloudy. Cool. Showers.
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High: 55°
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GETTING IT RIGHT
The Jackson County Floridan’s policy
is to correct mistakes promptly. To
report an error, please call 526-3614
Monday-Friday.

Community Calendar

Police Roundup

The submission deadline for this calendar is two days before publication. Submit to: Community Calendar, Jackson County Floridan, P. O. Box 520, Marianna, FL 32447,
email editorial@jcfloridan.com, fax 850-482-4478 or bring items to 4403 Constitution Lane in Marianna.
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» Pink Cares Queens Collecting Toys — Sneads
at Kim Dunham, The Learning Tree and MPAC Dance
Studio. Cottondale at Along the Way and Mareo’s
Mexican Restaurant. Chipley at Bloom boutique.
Marianna at Infinity Cheer, Brightway Insurance,
Dogs in suds Groomers, Along the Way Daycares,
and Big Lots. Collection Jars also located at Sav A
Lot. All toys must be new and unopened. Toys will
be delivered to Wofson’s Children’s Hospital Cancer
Unit, Jacksonville. For more information call Olivia
Dickens 693-0827 or Lori Meadows 573-0229.

» St. Anne Thrift Store Brown Bag Sale — 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. St. Anne’s Catholic Church, 3009 5th St.,
Marianna. Welcome donations: household items,
clothing and jewelry. Proceeds go to help less fortu-
nate in our community. Call 482-3734.

» Beginner/players Pinochle — 10 a.m. at McCor-
mick Lake Clubhouse. Everyone welcome to come
and play. For more info call 272-6611.

» AARP Tax-Aide Foundation Free Tax Prepara-
tion and E-filing — Noon to 4 p.m. Altha Public
Library, 15225 West Chipola St. Altha. It is a first
registered first served basis. Be sure to bring your
driver’s license and social security card.

» Sewing Circle — 12:30 p.m. at Jackson County
Senior Citizens, 2931 Optimist Drive in Marianna.
Call 482-5028.

» Optimist Club of Jackson County Meeting
— 5:30 p.m. El Rio, Marianna. All visitors welcome.

» Financial Literacy Education— 5:30 p.m. Sun
Trust Bank Downtown Marianna Branch Com-
munity Conference Room (use side entrance on
Green Street). Do you need help creating a personal
budget, and tracking the money you spend? Do you
want to learn how to be financially responsible? Do
you need help making sound financial decisions?
Sponsored by: Sun Trust Bank and Jackson County
habitat for Humanity, Inc. For more information,
please contact the Habitat Office at, 482-2187, ext. 3
or email, ed@jchabitat.com

» Sew-N-So Meeting — 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at
Jackson County Extension Service, 2741 Penn Ave.,
Marianna. Enjoy fellowship and conversation as you
work on your project. Also help with quilting, knitting
or any sewing project that has you perplexed at no
cost. Call 482-0097 for more information.

» Alcoholics Anonymous Closed Meeting — 8
p.m. to 9 p.m. in the AA room of First United Method-
ist Church, 2901 Caledonia St. in Marianna. Closed
discussion with 12 & 12 study. Everyone with a desire
to stop drinking is welcome.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

» Pink Cares Queens Collecting Toys — Sneads
at Kim Dunham, The Learning Tree and MPAC Dance
Studio. Cottondale at Along the Way and Mareo’s
Mexican Restaurant. Chipley at Bloom boutique.
Marianna at Infinity Cheer, Brightway Insurance,
Dogs in suds Groomers, Along the Way Daycares,
and Big Lots. Collection Jars also located at Sav A
Lot. All toys must be new and unopened. Toys will
be delivered to Wofson’s Children’s Hospital Cancer
Unit, Jacksonville. For more information call Olivia
Dickens 693-0827 or Lori Meadows 573-0229.

» AARP Tax-Aide Foundation Free Tax Prepa-
ration and E-filing — 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Jackson
County Agriculture Offices, 2741 Pennsylvania Ave.

Marianna. To make an appointment call 482-9620
during regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
a.m. Be sure to bring your driver’s license and social
security card.

»Eldercare Services Food Distribution — 9 a.m.
Eldercare Services, 2979 Daniels St. Marianna. Will
be giving out USDA food.

» Pre-School Story Time — 10 a.m. Jackson
County Public Library, 2929 Green St. Marianna.
Parents and preschool children are invited to par-
ticipate. Come enjoy books and engage in fun finger
plays, crafts and games.

» Alcoholics Anonymous Open Meeting — Noon
to 1 p.m. in the AA room of First United Methodist
Church, 2901 Caledonia St. in Marianna.

» Marianna Rotary Club Meeting — noon at Jim’s
Steak House.

» Jackson Hospital Board of Trustees Finance
Committee and Board Meeting — 5 p.m. Jackson
Hospital classroom.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26

» Pink Cares Queens Collecting Toys — Sneads
at Kim Dunham, The Learning Tree and MPAC Dance
Studio. Cottondale at Along the Way and Mareo’s
Mexican Restaurant. Chipley at Bloom boutique.
Marianna at Infinity Cheer, Brightway Insurance,
Dogs in suds Groomers, Along the Way Daycares,
and Big Lots. Collection Jars also located at Sav A
Lot. All toys must be new and unopened. Toys will
be delivered to Wofson’s Children’s Hospital Cancer
Unit, Jacksonville. For more information call Olivia
Dickens 693-0827 or Lori Meadows 573-0229.

» St. Anne Thrift Store Brown Bag Sale — 9 a.m.
to1 p.m. St. Anne’s Catholic Church, 3009 Fifth St.,
Marianna. Call 482-3734.

» Grand Ridge Annual Black History Program
— 9 a.m. Grand Ridge School New Gym, 6925
Florida St. Grand Ridge. Guest speaker: Dr. William
E. Hudson, Jr. Vice-President of Student Affairs of
Florida A & M University. Guest reception following
program. R.S.V.P. to rebecca.beasley@jcsb.org so I
can reserve a seat especially for you.

» Pinochle Club Meeting — 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Ascension Lutheran Church fellowship hall, 3975
U.S. 90, Marianna. Everyone invited. Call 482-6132.

» Pre-School Story Time — 10 a.m. Jackson Coun-
ty Public Library, Graceville. Parents and preschool
children are invited to participate. Come enjoy books
and engage in fun finger plays, crafts and games.

» Chipola Civic Club Meeting — Noon at The Oaks
Restaurant, U.S. 90 in Marianna. The CCC’s focus
is the local community,“Community, Children &
Character.” Call 526-3142.

» AARP Tax-Aide Foundation Free Tax Prepa-
ration and E-filing — 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jackson
County Agriculture Offices, 2741 Pennsylvania Ave.
Marianna. To make an appointment call 482-9620
during regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
a.m. Be sure to bring your driver’s license and social
security card.

» Classic Southern Desserts— 6 p.m. Jackson
County Agricultural Complex, 2741 Penn Ave.
Marianna. Fun-filled evening featuring delicious
homemade desserts, a silent auction, a specialty
cake auction and live entertainment. Tickets $10 per
person for $80 per table of eight. Tickets available
at Circulation Desk of the Marianna library. Dona-

tions for the silent auction are welcome. For more
information call 482-9631.

» Alcoholics Anonymous — Closed discussion, 8
p.m.to 9 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 2901
Caledonia St., Marianna, in the AA room. Attendance
limited to persons with a desire to stop drinking;
papers will not be signed.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27

» Pink Cares Queens Collecting Toys — Sneads
at Kim Dunham, The Learning Tree and MPAC Dance
Studio. Cottondale at Along the Way and Mareo’s
Mexican Restaurant. Chipley at Bloom boutique.
Marianna at Infinity Cheer, Brightway Insurance,
Dogs in suds Groomers, Along the Way Daycares,
and Big Lots. Collection Jars also located at Sav A
Lot. All toys must be new and unopened. Toys will
be delivered to Wofson’s Children’s Hospital Cancer
Unit, Jacksonville. For more information call Olivia
Dickens 693-0827 or Lori Meadows 573-0229.

» Hooks and Needles — 10 a.m. at the Jackson
County Public Library, Marianna branch. New and
experienced hand crafters welcome to create, share,
learn or teach favorite projects. Call 482-9631.

» Chamber Ambassadors Meeting — Noon at
Rivertown Community Church. Purpose: to gather
current ambassadors and those interested in serv-
ing. There will be discussion of upcoming events and
opportunities for service. Lunch will be provided. If
you would to attend email mandy@jacksoncounty.
com

»Graceville Girl Scout Troop 526 Selling Cookies
— 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. West Point Steven, Chipley. $4
per box.

» Chess Club — 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. First United Meth-
odist Church on Clinton St. in Marianna. Sponsored
by Marianna Optimist Club for students for students
8 – 18 years of age in Jackson County. All students
and their parents are welcome. Players of all skill lev-
els including beginners are welcome. Call 693-0473.

»“Senior Singles” Meeting — 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Eastside Baptist Church (in the rear), U.S. 90 East,
Marianna. New location. Ample parking. Singles age
50 and older are invited for games, food, prizes and
speakers. No charge. Donations accepted; proceeds
fund charitable endeavors of Marianna’s Gathering
Place Foundation. Call 272-6611.

» Celebrate Recovery — 7 p.m. at Evangel Worship
Center, 2645 Pebble Hill Road in Marianna. Adult
and teen meetings to “overcome hurts, habits and
hang-ups.” Dinner: 6 p.m. Child care available. Call
209-7856, 573-1131.

» Alcoholics Anonymous Open Meeting — 8 p.m.
to 9 p.m. in the AA room of First United Methodist
Church, 2901 Caledonia St. in Marianna.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

» Pink Cares Queens Collecting Toys — Sneads
at Kim Dunham, The Learning Tree and MPAC Dance
Studio. Cottondale at Along the Way and Mareo’s
Mexican Restaurant. Chipley at Bloom boutique.
Marianna at Infinity Cheer, Brightway Insurance,
Dogs in suds Groomers, Along the Way Daycares,
and Big Lots. Collection Jars also located at Sav A
Lot. All toys must be new and unopened. Toys will
be delivered to Wofson’s Children’s Hospital Cancer
Unit, Jacksonville. For more information call Olivia
Dickens 693-0827 or Lori Meadows 573-0229.



Special to the Floridan

TheMariannaComposite
Squadron Commander of
the Civil Air Patrol present-
ed the Gen. Billy Mitchell
Award to Cadet Brianna
McDonald in a ceremony
Feb. 7 and promoted her to
the rank of Cadet Second
Lieutenant.

C/2d Lt McDonald was
appointed the Squadron
Cadet Flight Commander
on Nov. 1, 2014, and the
Cadet Public Affairs Offi-
cer on Feb. 7. She has been
a member of CAP for more
than two years and is an ac-
tive member of the squad-
ron’s ground team. She
attended the Florida Wing
2013-14 Winter Encamp-
ment. She is a member of
the Florida Wing Cadet
Honor Society in recogni-
tion of her outstanding
scholastic achievements
in the Civil Air Patrol Ca-
det Program. McDonald is
a member of the National
Honor Society.

The award is the second
milestone award that is
earned after completing
the first eight achieve-
ments in the CAP cadet
program. This award hon-
ors the late Brig. Gen. Billy

Mitchell, aviation pioneer,
advocate and staunch sup-

porter of an independent
Air Force for America.
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Where You Can Park At The Door

850-526-2839

3008 Jefferson St. • Marianna, FL

• Pediatric Dental Specialist

• Children, Adolescents
& Teens

• Orthodontics

• In-Ofice Sedation

• Hospital Dentistry

• Special Needs Patients

BEN SAUNDERS, D.M.D.
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

4711 Highway 90 East • Marianna, FL
(Between Burger King & Big Lots) 526-SPIT

4325-B Lafayette St. • Marianna, FL 32446
850-482-7788 • www.chipola.com

32446FLMarianna,•St.Lafayette4325-B

HoldWe
toKeythe

NextYour
Sale!

The
Milton
Team

(850) 209-8013
kat@chipola.com

209-8013(850)
kat@chipola.com

Florida Lottery

Wednesday 02/18 1-9-29-32-49 PB 22 xtra 2

Saturday 02/21 10-14-18-34-51 PB 26 xtra 2

Wednesday 02/18 3-10-24-29-39-45 xtra 5

Saturday 02/21 1-6-11-12-25-52 xtra 5

LOTTO

CASH 3 PLAY 4 FANTASY 5

Mon. (E) 02/23 6-2-0 2-0-1-1 Not available

Mon. (M) 4-3-6 1-3-5-6

Tue. (E) 02/17 5-7-9 3-6-9-3 1-4-8-33-36

Tue. (M) 9-3-1 0-1-0-6

Wed. (E) 02/18 3-7-0 8-2-7-1 1-5-13-15-34

Wed. (M) 4-7-2 8-4-9-3

Thurs. (E) 02/19 9-6-3 7-3-0-5 10-11-16-27-33

Thurs. (M) 2-9-8 2-2-4-9

Fri. (E) 02/20 7-6-7 0-3-6-1 1-16-22-23-32

Fri. (M) 1-1-5 8-9-4-7

Sat. (E) 02/21 4-4-2 1-1-0-5 5-16-28-33-36

Sat. (M) 3-9-2 0-4-9-1

Sun. (E) 02/22 3-6-9 7-0-7-3 11-20-28-29-32

Sun. (M) 8-7-1 6-4-0-7

E = Evening drawing, M = Midday drawing

POWERBALL

Special to the Floridan

The Chipola Theatre
production of “The Wizard
of Oz” opens a five-day run
Wednesday.

The show runs through
March 1. Shows are nightly,
Wednesday through Sat-
urday, at 7, with a Sunday
matinee at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $8 for adults
and $6 for 18 years and
younger and are available
online at www.chipola.edu
or in the Center for the Arts
box office.

Chipola Theater direc-
tor Charles Sirmon cast
the following: Kate Burke
as Dorothy, Elyn Sapp as
Aunt Em (Emily Gale), Aus-
tin Spears as Uncle Henry,
Josiah Brooks as Zeke and
the Cowardly Lion, Caleb
Brooks as Hickory and the
Tin Man, Seth Alderman as
Hunk and the Scarecrow,
Saylor Novonglosky as Pro-
fessor Chester Marvel, Gra-
cie Wallace as Glinda the
Witch of the North, Odra
Chapman as the Wicked
Witch of the West, Colton
Day as the Wizard of Oz,
Patrick Mathis as the may-
or of Munchkinland, Jared
Standiford as the Emerald
City guard and Ray White
as Winkie General.

The ensemble features
Brooke Anna, Lauren
Canada, Victoria Taylor,
Veronica Taylor, Michelle

Fulford, Kimball Bass, Ada-
jah Swilley, Libby Varnum,
Alex Ozbun, Shayli Tharp
and Calen Masai.

Child Munchkins are Ad-
die Hussey, Catherine Lew-
is, Marley Green, Emilyann
Roulhac, Landen Bernier,

Willa Wester, Danielle Liv-
ergood, Claire Medley,
Kodibeth Bates, Madelin
Garcia, Chandler King, Ava

Johns and Aly Vinson.
The box office is open

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday,

from 9 a.m. to noon Friday,
and one hour before each
show. For ticket informa-
tion, call 718-2420.

‘Wizard of Oz’ opensWednesday at Chipola

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Seth Alderman as the Scarecrow,Josiah Brooks as the Cowardly Lion, Kate Burke as Dorothy and Caleb Brooks as the Tin Man are in Chipola Theatre’s production
of “The Wizard of Oz,” which opens a five-day run Wednesday.

Special to the Floridan

Preschool and Early
Head Start registration
for the upcoming 2015-16
school year will be March
9-13 from 8:30 a.m. to
noon. Registration will
be held at the Jackson
County Early Childhood
Center, at 4283 Kelson
Ave. in Marianna.

Preschool registration is
for children who are 3 or
4 years old on or before
Sept. 1, 2015. Preschool
classes are located at
Cottondale Elemen-
tary, Jackson County
Early Childhood Center,
Graceville Elementary,
Grand Ridge School and
Malone School.

Early Head Start reg-
istration is for children
who are 2 years old and
younger on or before
Sept. 1, 2015.

Early Head Start classes
are at the Jackson County

Early Childhood Center
in Marianna.

Parents need to bring
their child’s certified
birth certificate, Social
Security card, Medicaid
card (if your child is on
Medicaid) and proof of
all current family income,
which may include four
pay stubs, unemploy-
ment benefit statement,
Income Tax Form 1040,
statement of child sup-
port, TANF, SSI, Social
Security or Foster Care.

Children do not need
to accompany parents to
registration, as space is

limited.
Registration appli-

cations are available
at school sites. Bring
completed forms to
registration.

For more information,
call the Early Child-
hood Program Office at
482-1266.

Cadet earnsMitchell Award

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Parents Brian and Angela McDonald pin Cadet 2nd Lt Brianna
McDonald’s new rank on in a ceremony Feb. 7.

Special to the Floridan

The UF/IFAS Extension
Panhandle Agriculture
Team will offer a bee-
keeping short course in
March via interactive
video at offices across the
Panhandle.

Classes will be taught
by Dr. Jamie Ellis and
other state and nationally
recognized experts from
the University of Florida
Honey Bee Research and

Extension Lab and the
Florida Department of
Agriculture & Consumer
Services Bureau of Plant
and Apiary Inspection.

Classes are Mondays
from 6 to 8 p.m., with a
Saturday bee-yard field
day from 9 a.m. to noon.
Presentations will be fol-
lowed by interactive ques-
tion-and-answer periods.

» March 9: Honey Bee
Biology, Anatomy, & Hive
Structure

» March 16: Bee Nu-
trition and Bee Botany
(Identification of Nectar
Plants)

» March 21: Bee-Yard
Field Day, hands-on
learning

» March 23: Impor-
tant Pest and Diseases
— Identification and
Management

Registration for all four
classes is $20 per person
or $30 per family. The fee
covers course materials

and refreshments. Dead-
line to register is March 5.

To register in Holmes
County, call 547-1108. In
Jackson County, call 482-
9620, and in Washington
County, call 638-6180.

Class locations are Jack-
son County Ag Conference
Center, 2741 Pennsylvania
Ave., Marianna, and Wash-
ington County Ag Center,
East Wing Conference
Room, 1424 Jackson Ave.,
Chipley.

Extension Offices to offer beekeeping course

Preschool,
Early Head

Start
signups

March 9-13

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Darius Sims, Skyleigh O’Connor and Anslee Kelly learn about
community helpers.

Do you have
‘Cute Kids’?
Email your ‘Cute Kids*’
photos to editorial@
jcfloridan.com, mail to
P.O. Box 520, Marianna,
FL 32447 or bring them
to 4403 Constitution
Lane in Marianna.
*12 years or younger,
with Jackson County ties.
Include child’s full name,
parents’ name(s) and
city of residence. This is
a free service. All entries
subject to editing.



County Public Library.
Event chairperson and

Jackson County Library
Board member Glenda Sue
Bradley says she and her
fellow organizers will be
spending hours Wednes-
day putting the finish-
ing touches on Thursday
night’s big event. She’s
getting help from fellow li-
brary board members, staff
at the library and county
commissioners’ office,
the group Friends of the
Library and, as a special
project for their group, the
Marianna Woman’s Club.
And it’s fitting that the
MWC would play a role in
the library’s key fundraiser;
the club was instrumental
in starting the first public
library in Jackson County
and, for many years, kept
it running through dona-
tions of time and money.

And coming together
to help the library is what
Southern Classic Desserts
is all about; that and serv-
ing up delicious home-
made treats.

“The best bakers from
Jackson County,” will be
taking part, Bradley said.

“People who love the
library and who want to
contribute in whatever
way they can” will be cre-
ating delectable dishes for
sampling and some for
buying to take home.

A live auction led by
Phyllis Daniels will fea-

ture specialty cakes — 10-
layer chocolate, butternut,
pound cake and many
more — from a host of
well-known community
cooks, and there are al-
ways a few names that are
sought out by fans.

“Wilma Rauhe’s coconut
cake always brings a fine
dollar,” Bradley said.

But don’t worry if you
miss out of that coveted
specialty cake. There will
be plenty to stick your fork
in Thursday night. If past
years are any indication,
get ready to taste home-
made banana pudding,
cakes, brownies, peanut
brittle and so much more.
And for those watching
their blood-sugar, there
will be a selection of sugar-
free items.

While you’re sampling
the goodies, enjoy mu-
sic from Roger Stephens,
who will perform his song,
“Wounded Warrior.”

Tickets are $10 per per-
son or $80 per table (eight
seats). Pick yours up at the
Circulation Desk inside
the Jackson County Public
Library Marianna branch
at 2929 Green St. Individ-
ual tickets are available at

the door, but businesses
and groups are advised
to reserve full tables in
advance.

To purchase tickets, do-
nate items for the silent
auction, or get more infor-
mation about the event,
call the Jackson County
Public Library at 482-9631.

This year’s goal, Bradley

said, is $10,000. That’s a
lot, but she thinks it’s pos-
sible. And the money is
needed to supplement the
library budget and help
with a number of special
projects and purchases.
In years past, that has
meant buying anything
from a projector, tables
and chairs for the confer-
ence room, display cases,
paving the parking lot and,
yes, sometimes chipping in
when there wasn’t enough
money to buy books for
the collection.

With that goal in mind,
she looks forward to an-
other successful Southern
Classic Desserts fundrais-
er for the Jackson County
Public Library.

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE — Af-
ter years of deep cuts to
environmental pro-
grams, Florida voters last
November overwhelming-
ly approved Amendment
1, which changed the state
constitution to earmark
billions for conservation.
But the measure left it
up to the Legislature and
governor to determine the
details of how the money
will be spent, and that has
led to a heated debate.

Gov. Rick Scott is
proposing that the Legis-
lature during its upcom-
ing session allocate $150
million for Everglades
projects, $50 million for
springs restoration and
another $150 million or
more for conservation
land acquisition and man-
agement in other parts of
the state. Another $177
million would pay off debt
obligations from previ-

ous conservation work.
The Legislature convenes
March 3.

What has raised the ire
of conservationists is the
other portion of Scott’s
2015-2016 Amendment 1
budget. A breakdown of
this section by the gover-
nor’s office shows that he
is proposing about $63
million for the operations

of state agencies, includ-
ing the Department of En-
vironmental Protection,
the five water districts and
state parks department.
Scott’s budget also wants
$7.6 million to pay for state
park patrol, in addition to
$17.5 million of amend-
ment funds for a waste-
water treatment project in
the Florida Keys.

Environmentalists say
voters approved Amend-
ment 1 so the state would
buy land and fund water
protection projects with
the money, not fund state
agencies and sewer up-
grades that can be paid for
by other means.

“We don’t believe
Amendment 1 funds
should be used to fix leaky
sewer pipes,” said Will Ab-
berger of the Trust for Pub-
lic Land, a key sponsor of
the initiative. “There’s lots
of other sources to fund
those wastewater needs,
lots of federal funding.”

Amendment 1 passed
in November with 75 per-
cent support. It earmarks
33 percent — or about $18
billion to $20 billion over
the next 20 years — from
a real estate stamp tax to
help the state purchase
lands for conservation and
water quality. It was the
largest such measure ever
approved in U.S. history.

Bright lights as
meteor falls to earth

JACKSONVILLE — Over
100 people reported
seeing bright lights in the
sky and hearing a win-
dow-rattling boom as a
meteor fell over northeast
Florida.

The American Meteor
Society says the meteor
was traveling Saturday
night from the southwest
to the northeast before
ending its flight about 30
miles west of Jacksonville.
Reports of a sonic boom
came from around Lake
City. Reports of the lights
came from as far north as
Augusta, Georgia.

American Meteor
Society volunteer Robert
Lunsford tells WJXT-TV
that there’s a good chance
that some fragments
from the meteor may
have reached the ground.
He says the reports about
the loud boom indicate

that the meteor “did
survive down to the lower
atmosphere.”

From wire reports
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The Associated Press

ORLANDO — In more than 30
years of living in central Florida,
Brindley Pieters has experienced
his share of struggles with Inter-
state 4.

“I tell you, some days you don’t
know what to expect,” said Piet-
ers, a 69-year-old civil engineer.
“The problem with I-4 is one day
it’s not so bad, and some days it’s
horrendous.”

State transportation officials
are embarking this month on a
six-year, $2.3 billion makeover to
a vital, 21-mile stretch that pro-
duces congestion so thick that
frustrated commuters often call
it the “I-4 parking lot.” Pieters
and others are hoping this latest
facelift will bring overdue relief
to one the state’s best-known ar-
teries — one that’s often used by
tourists visiting the area’s theme
parks and is the unofficial di-
viding line between south and
north Florida.

Known as “I-4 Ultimate,” by
year’s end the project will have
four construction sites in Or-
ange and Seminole counties.
When it’s completed in 2021, the
project will bring 56 new bridges
(including a pedestrian cross-
ing), reconstruction to 15 major
interchanges and four, tolled ex-
press lanes.

The guts of the public-private
partnership to replace the aging
infrastructure of I-4 — originally
built in the 1960s— is part of
$3.8 billion in highway project
spending that Gov. Rick Scott
has set aside in his new $9.9 bil-
lion transportation budget.

It is also one of the handfuls

of examples nationwide of a
state making a deep investment
in highway spending in recent
years. Figures compiled by The
Associated Press show the total
amount of road money available
to states from the Federal High-
way Trust Fund has declined
3.5 percent during the five-year
period ending in 2013, the lat-
est year for which numbers are
available.

During that span, the amount
of inflation-adjusted federal
highway money dropped in
all states but Alaska and New
York. In Florida funding fell just
slightly, from about $1.91 billion
in 2008 to $1.88 billion in 2013.

In response, Florida and
other states have tried
to devise ways to fill the gap.

This is the second straight year
Florida’s overall transportation
budget has been about $10 bil-
lion. It was $10.1 billion overall
last year, with $9.4 billion of that

devoted to projects.
“There are a lot of what we

call signature, game-changer
projects that we’ve been able to
do because of these resources,”
Florida Transportation Secretary
Jim Boxold said. “It’s a little bit
challenging, because we’ll have
to deliver on those projects. And
then we’ll have an opportunity
to do a second round of these
sorts of signature projects, and
really change transportation in
Florida.”

With the funding in place, the
task now falls on the Florida
Department of Transportation
and private contractor I-4 Mo-
bility Partners to complete the
project in its allotted six-year
window.

FDOT project manager Loreen
Bobo said when construction
reaches full capacity by Decem-
ber most of the work will be done
at night. With a few exceptions,
that will mean none of I-4’s ex-

isting lanes will have to be closed
during the day.

Officials are banking on more
commuters utilizing the infant
SunRail commuter train. The
new train averages about 3,000
riders each weekday.

According to the FDOT, about
200,000 vehicles travel in both
directions combined through
the portion of I-4 in metro

Orlando that will be affected.
“Anything that affects the

travelling public, we absolutely
want to make sure we thought
of all the ‘What ifs?’” Bobo said.
“We recognize that people’s lives
are still going on. They still need
to get to work. They still need to
get to day care on time, they still
need to do all of those things. So
we have to balance that.”

This undated artist rendering released by I-4 Mobility Partners shows
the proposed upgrade to Interstate 4 with a pedestrian area in downtown
Orlando.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOS

This undated artist rendering released by I-4 Mobility Partners shows the
proposed upgrade to Interstate 4 and the interchange to Maitland.

This undated artist rendering released by I-4 Mobility Partners shows the
proposed upgrade to Interstate 4 along Lake Ivanhoe going in to downtown
Orlando.

State investing lots of money, big hopes in I-4 project

State Brief

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Supporters of Amendment 1 in Tallahassee, Fla., protest Gov.
Scott’s proposal to spend $63 million from money raised from
the amendment to pay for operations of the Department of
Environmental Protection and other agencies.

How should environment spend billions?

Sweets
From Page 1A

IF YOU GO
What: Seventh annual Classic Southern Desserts fundraiser.
Why: Benefitting the Jackson County Public Library.
When: Thursday, Feb. 26, 6 p.m. (silent auction preview
starts at 5:30 p.m.).
Where: Jackson County Agriculture Conference Center.
2741 Pennsylvania Ave., Marianna.
Tickets: $10 each, available at the door. For advance tickets
and table reservations ($80), call 482-9631 or stop by the
Marianna branch.



JACKSON COUNTY FLORIDAN

5A

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 2015pSports

LADY INDIANS WIN
CONFERENCE TITLE

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

SUBMITTED PHOTO/DANIEL WILLIAMS

Chipola’s Rosemarie Julien (32) shoots from just inside the three point line in a game earlier this season. Julien had 15 points in
Chipola’s conference-clinching win against Northwest Florida State.

Lady Indians capture

back-to-back conference

titles with 70-61 win at

Northwest Florida State
BY ROLANDO ROSA
rrosa@jcfloridan.com

The gravity of the accomplishment wasn’t even on
Chipola Lady Indians’ women’s bas-ketball coach Greg
Franklin’s mind.

It was only in the aftermath of jubilation that he realized
the magnitude of the special feat his squad produced.

The No.1 state ranked and No. 3 nationally ranked Lady
Indians returned to the site of their lone loss this season
and clinched their second straight Panhandle Conference
championship—the first time ever—- with a 70-61 victory
over No.2 state ranked and No.5 nationally ranked North-
west Florida State on Saturday.

Sueterrica Key and Auteaonna Gilmore each scored
20 points for the Lady Indians (27-1, 11-1). Evelyn Akha-
tor added 15 points and 16 rebounds. Rosemarie Julien
chipped in 15 as well.

Chipola enters the state tournament (March 4- March
7) as the No.1 seed from the Pan-handle and will play
vs. the No.3 seed from the South, which will likely be
Miami-Dade.

“Ithasn’tevensunkinit,”Franklinsaid.“I’mjustsoproud
of these sophomores.They’ve battled for me for two years.
I couldn’t ask for anything more out of them.”

To wrap up the conference at the site of Chipola’s only
defeat, 67-54 on Jan.17, was par-ticularly gratifying for
Franklin.

“Weplayedabadnineminutestretchinthatgame.They
weren’t listeningintimeoutsanddoingwhatweneededto
do so the wheels fell off,” Franklin said. “Tonight, we were
ready for their runs.We made big plays and did it together
as a team, not as individuals. Every time they made a run
we’d answer back with a layup or a bucket.”

Franklin praised the play of sophomores Gilmore and
Key.The coach admired the tough-ness Key displayed.

“Sue’s been gutty all week. She turned her ankle in our
last game but has been gutting it out,” Franklin said.“Aute-
aonna’s been coming on more aggressive and finding her
way. She’s been playing two positions for us. Her game’s
been ignited and she’s head and shoulders made strides
as the year’s progressed.”

TheLadyIndianswillusenextweektorechargeandlock
in on the task of winning the tournament.

“We’re excited,” Franklin said.“We were all talking about
how much we wanted the No.1 seed so we can get away
from the Panhandle.We beat each other up so bad that we
wanted to be able to exhale. No offense to any of the other
teams out there but in our conference it’s always a battle.”

Chipola Baseball
Tuesday–Chipola at Dar-

ton State, 4 p.m.
Friday–Grand Rapids at

Chipola, 11 a.m.; Alabama
Southern at Chipola 2 p.m.

Saturday–Grand Rapids
at Chipola, 12 p.m.; Grand

Rapids at Chipola 2:30 p.m.

Chipola Softball
Sunday–Chattanooga State

at Chipola, 1 p.m.; Chat-
tanooga State at Chipola, 3
p.m.

Saturday–Chipola at Abra-
ham Baldwin Agricultural,
12 p.m.; Chipola at Abraham

Baldwin Agricultural, 2 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Class 1A State

Championships
from Lakeland

Tuesday– Semifinals:
Malone vs. Chipley, 10 a.m.

Wednesday – Finals TBD,
5:05 p.m.

High School Baseball
Tuesday– Graceville at

Cottondale, 1/3:00 p.m.;
Marianna at Wewahitchka,
6 p.m.; Chipley at Sneads,
4/6:00 p.m.

Thursday–Altha at Cot-
tondale, 4/6:00 p.m.; Sneads
at Marianna (JV), 4:30 p.m.;
Wewahitchka at Sneads (JV),

5:30 p.m.
Friday– West Florida Tech

at Marianna, 6 p.m.; Gracev-
ille at Vernon, 4/6:30 p.m.;
Blountstown at Sneads,
4:30/7 p.m.; Malone at Semi-
nole County, 5 p.m.

Saturday– Vernon at
Marianna, 11 am/1:00 p.m.

(Varsity then JV)

High School Softball
Tuesday–Cottondale at

Graceville, 1/3:30 p.m.;
Sneads at Blountstown,
4/6:00 p.m.; Malone at Beth-
lehem, 4/6:00 p.m.

Thursday––Cottondale
at Altha, 6 p.m.; Holmes
County at Marianna, 4/6:00
p.m.; Malone at Poplar
Springs, 4/6:00 p.m.

Friday–Marianna at Pen-
sacola Catholic, 6 p.m.; Pax-
ton at Malone, 4/6:00 p.m.

Middle School Baseball
Tuesday– Malone at Grand

Ridge, 4 p.m.
Friday– Malone at Semi-

nole County, 3 p.m.

Middle School Softball
Thursday–Grand Ridge at

Roulhac, 4:30 p.m.
Friday–Graceville at Ver-

non, 5 p.m.

Sports Items

Pleasesendallsports itemstoeditorial@
jcfloridan.com,orfaxthemto850-482-4478.The
mailingaddressforthepaper isJacksonCounty
FloridanP.O.Box520Marianna,FL32447.

Prep Roundup Chipola begins search for new coach
BY ROLANDO ROSA
rrosa@jcfloridan.com

Chipola College Athletics Direc-
tor Jeff Johnson on Monday, Feb.
23, announced that men’s basket-
ball coach Patrick Blake is stepping
down. The search for a new head
coach is underway.

The Indians concluded the sea-
son Saturday with a fifth place fin-
ish in the Pan-handle Con-ference,
and an overall 10-19 mark. Athletic
Director Jeff Johnson said, “Coach
Blake a fine young man with a
bright future. He has a great record
for helping his players graduate
and move on to the next level. We
wish him the best in his coaching
ca-reer.”

Blake served at Chipola for five
years, the first two as an assistant
and three seasons as Head Coach.
He compiled an overall record of
62-30. The 2014 season included a
Panhandle Confer-ence Champi-
onship, NJCAA Region VIII/FCSAA
State Championship, and an NJ-
CAA Elite Eight Appearance. He was
named Conference and State coach
of the year in 2014. His squad was
named an All-American Academic
team with a 3.12 team GPA. All of
Coach Blake’s sophomores gradu-
ated during his three-year year
tenure.

All five starters from the 2013-14
team signed major athletic scholar-
ships: Bowers (Auburn), Sam Cas-
sell, Jr. (UConn), Torian Graham
(Houston), Carlos Morris (Min-
nesota), and Demetri-ous Floyd
(Stephen F. Austin). Sam Cassell,
Jr. earned NJCAA All-American
honors and was named the FCSAA

Male Athlete of the
Year.

“I think all of us
got to the point
where we agreed it
was what’s best for
thepro-gramatthis
moment,” Johnson
said.“Coach Blake’s

done an outstanding job as far as
recruiting his players and academi-
cally they’ve done a great job.”

Coach Blake said, “I’ll miss the
great Chipola fans and community
support. This is a big-time program
with high expectations. I’ll forever
be grateful for the opportunity to
coach at Chipola.”

In the 2012-13 season, the Indians
compiled a 26-5 record, and a 2nd
place finish in the Con-ference.

Before Chipola, Blake served as
a graduate assistant under Coach
Andy Kennedy at the Uni-versity of
Mississippi. Blake graduated from
the University of Louisville with a
degree in Busi-ness Marketing. At
Louisville, he was a student man-
ager for Coach Rick Pitino for four
years, serving as head manager
for the last two. Blake is a native of
Evansville, Indiana.

The last three hires for the men’s
basketball team were in-house but
Johnson said he and a committee
will scour through resumes from
across the nation to find the best
fit.

“We’re opening this thing up and
excited to see what the applica-
tion pool brings. We want to com-
pete at the national level. We play
in a very competitive conference.
We’ve been at the top and we hope

to continue to be at the top,” John-
son said. “We’re going to try to close
this thing out as quickly as we can
so we can get a coach in here to get
on with recruiting, get with the re-
turning kids and figure out what
we’ve got and where we need to go
from this point.”

Johnson anticipates the allure of
a strong program such as Chipola
will attract a bevy of quali-fied
candidates.

“I’d like for this process to be ex-
tensive and I want us to do our due
diligence. I think it’ll be a broad
group of applicants,” Johnson said.
“We want to make sure we se-lect
the right person for this community
and for this college.”

Assistant coaches Brendan Foley
and Josh Daeche are currently still
withtheteamwhiletheheadcoach-
ing position is being addressed.
Johnson welcomed the candidacy
of both if inter-ested.

“I told them ‘Anybody that wants
to put their name in the pool, put
it in there’. When we start narrow-
ing it down we’ll see where they
fall amongst the rest of the appli-
cants,” Johnson said.“Coach Foley’s
a very good and respected guy. He’s
applied for a couple of JUCO jobs
and got down to the very end in two
or three of those jobs. He’s got high
character and a guy that I think a
lot of myself. Josh does a lot of good
stuff with publicizing and promot-
ing our program. I look forward to
us making a great choice and get-
ting somebody on board as soon as
possible.”

A Chipola press release contrib-
uted to this report.

Blake



Does your partner suffer from fines-
seophilia? Will she or he take every avail-
able finesse? If so, show your partner this
deal.

How should South play the play in
four spades? West leads the diamond
ace (under which East encourages with
his nine), continues with the diamond
king and plays a third diamond to his
partner’s queen.

Note South’s bidding sequence. To
make a takeout double, then, after part-
ner advances with a minimum bid in a
suit, to rebid shows a very strong hand:
at least 18 high-card points (or a super
17).

Declarer starts with five potential los-
ers in his hand: one heart, two diamonds
and two clubs. He has only eight top
tricks: five spades, one heart and two
clubs. Perhaps South would think that
he can get at least one more heart trick.
And maybe clubs are 3-3, or the fourth
round can be ruffed in the dummy. But
if a finessing fanatic crosses to dummy
with a trump and runs the heart queen,
he will fail here. West takes the trick and
returns, say, a trump.

Count the high-card points. There are
only 15 missing, and East has already
produced the diamond queen. West
must have the heart king. South should
cash his heart ace and lead another
heart. If West takes the trick, declarer has
10 tricks: five spades, three hearts and
two clubs. Or, if West ducks, South can

play three rounds of clubs to arrange a
club ruff in the dummy.

Use the bidding to place missing key-
cards and do not take a finesse that must
lose.

Dear Annie: I am concerned about my
grandson’s well-being. My daughter has
always had “cuddle time” with “Joey.”
It was OK when he was little, but now
that he is turning 7, it seems worse. Now
she is talking about getting him a new
bedroom set that will be big enough for
the both of them.

She says she sleeps better when she
sleeps with Joey. I can only assume that
means she doesn’t sleep much with her
husband. I think this is getting a little bit
out of hand. Joey is old enough to sleep
by himself.

What do you think of this? And what
should we do, if anything?

— CONCERNED GRANDPARENTS
Dear Grandparents: It worries us when

parents put their own needs above those
of their child and selfishly convince
themselves there’s nothing wrong with it.
But there is.

Cuddle time with Joey is fine. He’s
only 7. But your daughter should not be
sleeping with the boy or, worse, giving
him the impression that they share a
bedroom. This is not only terrible for
Joey, but for her marriage. Most young
boys adore their mothers, so the mes-
sage she is sending Joey is confusing
and damaging and sets up a rivalry
with his father. Unless she wants Joey to
spend his adulthood in therapy, tell her
to stop this immediately. We hope
she loves Joey enough to do what’s
right.

THAT A BABY BY PAUL TRAP

ALLEY OOP BY JACK AND CAROLE BENDER

ALLEY OOP BY JACK AND CAROLE BENDER

ARLO & JANIS BY JIMMY JOHNSON

GRIZZWELLS BY BILL SCHORR

FRANK & ERNEST BY BOB THAVES

SOUP TO NUTZ BY RICK STROMOSKI

BIG NATE BY LINCOLN PIERCE

BORN LOSER BY ART AND CHIP SANSOM

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULTZ

KIT ‘N’ CARLYLE BY LARRY WRIGHT HERMAN BY JIM UNGER

Horoscope

PISCES (Feb. 20-March
20) — If you have an idea
for your own business, take
the plunge. Cash can be
made if you find ways to
put your skills to good use.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — Get busy whittling
down your to-do list. Focus
on your destination, and
push until you reach your
goal.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — Rather than reveal
every detail of your plan,
be secretive in order to
have a greater impact
when you do share it.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20) — A leadership role is
likely if you make contri-
butions to a group. Your
self-esteem will increase
as you take on more
responsibility.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — You will be put in an
awkward position if you
have to explain claims that
someone has been making
about you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
— Don’t feel you have to
explain your actions. Your
desire to do everything
yourself and your winning
personality will distance
you from competition.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Money matters will be
on your mind. Scrutinize
your budget and see where
you can cut back.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
— You can reach the next
level with your partner, or
if you are single, you will
find someone you feel
comfortable confiding to.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
22) — Spend time on
projects that will bring you
fulfillment. Cultivate the
people who will influence
your future.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — You will experi-
ence a desire to make your
life better. With your skill
and determination, you
will be able to make an
impact on others.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — Put effort into your
work and you will reap the
rewards. Choose another
day to make changes to
your home or personal life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
19) — You will be instru-
mental in helping a friend
solve a problem. Your own
experience will serve as a
teaching tool.

Bridge

Annie’s Mailbox
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION
FARMER’S MARKET

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

CONDOS & TOWNHOUSES

HOUSES UNFURNISHED

MOBILE HOMES FOR RENTEMPLOYMENT
BUILDING MAINTENANCE / DOMESTIC WORK

GENERAL

GENERAL TRANSPORTATION

MARKETPLACE
WIREGRASS CLASSIFIED

For deadlines call toll-free or visit www.jcfloridan.com

Publication Policy - Errors and Omissions: Advertisers should check their ad the first day. This publication shall not be liable for failure to publish an ad or for a typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost of the ad for the first day's
insertion. Adjustment for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the error occurred. The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space
actually occupied by that portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, whether such error is due to negligence of the publisher's employees or otherwise and there shall be no liability for non-insertion of any advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. Display
Ads are not guaranteed position. All advertising is subject to approval. Right is reserved to edit, reject, cancel or classify all ads under the appropriate classification.

PLACE AN AD
BY PHONE: (850) 526-3614 or (800) 779-2557

BY FAX: (850) 482-4478
ONLINE: WWW.JCFLORIDAN.COM

BY MAIL: WIREGRASS CLASSIFIED MARKETPLACE
4403 CONSTITUTION LANE, MARIANNA, FL 32447

IN PERSON: 4403 CONSTITUTION LANE, MARIANNA

Sudoku

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku,
visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

2/24/15

Level: 1 2 3

© 2015 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Solution to Friday’s puzzle

BUY IT! SELL IT! FIND IT!

ûü GUN SHOW üû
March 7th & 8th

* National Peanut Festival Building *
Hwy 231 S. Dothan, Alabama
* Over 275 Tables *
Sat. 9-5 ∂ Sun. 10-4
Call 334-279-9895

Small Automobile
TITLE LOAN business.
Locally owned turn key operation.

In business for 14 yrs. Reasonably priced.
Enterprise area. Serious inquiries only.
334-714-1265 or 334-886-2660

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Weight Watchers: Discover the power of
Weight Watchers meetings with our new cus-
tomized support any way you want it. Check
out our website for a coupon for FREE registra-
tion or $2 off any Weight Watchers product.
Call 800-289-8446 for more information or visit
our website at www.weightwatchersalfl.com.

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Wanted To Buy
Riding Lawn Mowers!!

Wells Lawn Mower -Taylor, AL
r Call 334-702-9566 q

Chest $40; Mirror $35; Fireplace and Logs $225
Call 239-272-8236 Marianna

Table 48" round brown marble top w/ 4 bronze
padded chairs $250. 850-352-3329 Like New

Tires 4-NEW Radial , 275/55R/20 came off of
2015 Lincoln Navigator $100. each. includes
mounting and balancing 850-482-3641
or 850-209-7111.

TV’s Magnovox, older ones replaced from
hotel. $15. each 850-526-1006

Â FREE Rescued Dogs Shots & fixed
Black Labs, Beagles, Beautiful Pitts - black &
white, Lab mixes, Sm. mixed breeds,

Hound Dog, Great Dane Hound Dog mixed,
Husky mixed & Sheppherd mix 334-791-7312

Puppies For Sale ! Shih-tzu, Chinese Crested,
Mini Dachshund, Japanese Chin/Yorkies,
Teacup-Chihuahua, Chiweenie, Pomeranian.
Adults also available, Yorkies, Malti/Yorkies,
Papappion, Chihuahua & more. 850-573-3486.

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
û Good Manners Obedience,
û Confirmation classes,
$50. for 6 weeks

Rally /Agility Intro. $75.
r Shots required q
Starting March 3rd.

r Call 334-790-6226 or 334-299-3315
or 850-547-2370

Bahia Seed For Sale
Exc. germination Call: Kendall Cooper
334-703-0978 or 334-775-3749 ext #102

Maddox Farms
r For Sale

Paso Fino Horses
334-791-7312

Buying Pine / Hardwood in your area.
No tract too small / Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

City of Marianna now hiring for
Auxiliary Firefighters
Call 850-718-1017 for details.

EOE/Drug Free Workplace Employer.

NOW HIRING
r Openings in Marianna & Chipley for

CASHIERS
Handimart Stores

Competitive pay, paid vacation
& benefit package.
Sangaree Oil Co.,

r 850-482-5241 EOE.

NEWSPAPER
CARRIER
MATURE, DEPENDABLE
BUSINESS-MINDED

CAMPBELLTON
Earn an average of

$650
per month

BE YOUR OWN BOSS - NIGHTS
Must have dependable transportation,
minimum liability insurance & valid

driver’s license.

See Art Green
Jackson County Floridan
4403 Constitution Lane

Marianna, FL

Drivers Wanted CDL Class - A
Woodchip Haulers

û Minimum 2 years experience in a
û Class - A tractor trailer required.

û No experience needed in hauling wood
chips / we will train.

û Must pass a DOT physical
and DOT drug screen.

Truck will be stationed in the area South
of I-10 on Hwy-231.

Call 850-769-9136 OR Apply in person at
2622 North MacArthur Avenue,
Panama City, Florida, 32405.

Child Care Director Certification Program
Now Enrolling!!! Must have diploma/GED

12mos. childcare work exp.
Call Mrs. Alaina (334) 200-8400

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Pharmacy Technology,
& HVAC!

Call Fortis College 855-445-3276
For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

2/1.5BA Townhome , Great Neighborhood, close
to schools and shopping, CH&A, cable/garage
included, lease required. Call 850-482-5134

2BR/1BA CH&A, stove & Refrigerator,
Lg. family room, Lg. blocked backyard.
Graceville city limits, No Pets!! $600. mo.
$300. dep. 850-263-2045 OR 850-326-1011.

û Austin Tyler & Co û
Quality Homes & Apartments

r 850- 526-3355 or austintylerco.com
"Property Management Is Our ONLY Business"

û 2 & 3 bedroom mobile Homes in Cottondale.
$500 and up. H2O, garbage, sewer included.
http:// www.charloscountryliving.com.

Only $57. to turn on power r 850-209-8847 q

r 2 & 3 BR Mobile Homes
in Marianna & Sneads (850)209-8595

2BR 2BA located in Sneads. $350 month.
Call 850-573-0308.

2BR & 3BR Mobile Homes in Cottondale,
NO PETS, CH&A, Starting at $450 - $500 Mo.
Call 850-258-1594 Please leave message.

3BR/2BA SW in Malone, CH/A,
No pets or Smoking. Section 8 preferred.
Call 850-594-9991 or 850-557-7719

Polaris RZR-14 570 Blue Fire , added roof and
windshield, extended warranty available, like
new, less than 200 street hours. $12,000. Call
any time 334-621-0510.

Out Board Motor
Honda, 4 cy cle, 5 HP,
like new 2005 model,
$950. 334-797-4070.
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BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

RVS & CAMPERS WANTED

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SCOOTERS & MOPEDS

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

Take the Stress out
of the Online Job Search!

Try Real-Time Job Matching™& get hired fast.
ONline today at WIREGRASS.JOBS

I was tired of reading through hundreds of job listings that
were not right forme. Thanks to Real-Time JobMatching™,
I found a great job FAST, with much less effort!

Attractive

Ads

Attract

Customers

Procraft 2007 16ft. fiberglass boat, 90hp,
Optimax Mercury motor, garage kept, like new.
Exc. Cond. $10,999. 334-792-7394.

Pro-Line 20.4 Walk, 150
Mercury 2 stroke (300
Hrs), Performance 2 axle
Aluminum trailer, all 2001,
Cockpit enclosure with
Bimini, Cuddy Cabin,

Radar w/folding arch, Garmin 545s plus addi-
tional electronics, Marine Radio, Satellite
Weather System, stored inside, Clean rig, lots
of extras. Ready for Offshore, Nearshore, Bay
or Lake $12,500. Dothan 334-714-0902

Coachman 2008 Blast - Toy Hauler 18ft .
AC/Heat, hot water, refrigerator, microwave,
full self contained, comes with stabilizer hitch,
NADA $7315. Sell for $6500. OBO 334-795-6654.

Jyco 2014 Swift SLX , 16 ft., LIKE NEW,
used 1 times, Stored under pole barn $9500.
850-526-2975 OR 850-557-0230.

2011 Georgetown By Forest River, 30ft., 2800
miles, like new w/salellite dish and many ex-
tras, $65,000 OBO 334-232-4194

37 Ft. Class A 1999 Dolphin
Motor home with low mile-
age and in great condi-
tion. Has 2 slide outs.
REDUCED PRICE $22,995 .
Call 334-655-8462 or

334-655-8461 MUST GO !!! Senior owned.

Allegro 2004 31’ class A , Excellent condition.
Ford chasse V-10, 20k mi, new Michelin steer
tires. Has all standard equipment plus, rear
camera, hyd-leveling jacks, solid fiberglass
roof (no leaks) AC/Heat Pump. Garage kept.
$27,500. 334-618-1234

Winnebago 1995 Vectra 33 ft. C/H&A, auto lev-
eling, Q-bed, new tires, batteries, frig. 7.5 Onan
generator, lg. awning, lots of storage in & out-
side, micr-convection oven combo, gas stove,
hot water heater, 30 or 50 amp power, all
orignal paper work. $14,000. OBO 334-585-6689

Winnebago 2014 Vista
26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.

5900 miles, MSRP $87,914.
Will sell for $64,300 334-797-0324

Chevrolet 1987 Silverado , 95k original miles,
AC, loaded, new 350 GM fuel injector engine,
all original and very clean. $12,500. Call 828-
421-0998

GMC 1957 Pickup 100 ,
Bright Red, restored, 350
chevy engine, automatic,
vintage air. $16,500
Call 334-805-7769

VW 1971 Super Beetle:
Orange w/black interior.
Auto-Stick Transmission.
Runs great. New tires. New
battery. Nice Bug! Marianna
FL. $3,300. 850-260-2106

2013 Hyundia Elantra, low miles, real nice,
great gas saver, still under warranty. $200
down $245 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243

BMW 2007 328i, 109k
miles, $9900
Call Jerry at CSI Auto
334-200-4257

Buick 2001 LaSabre ,
cold AC, good tires, clean
car, 149k miles, $3995
Call 334-792-8018

Chevorlet 2001 Tahoe: 198,600 mileage. Good
condition. Pwr locks, windows, steering. AM/
FM stereo cassette w/CD. Towing capability.
$5000.00 334-475-3180
Cadillac 1992 Coupe Deville: Nice auto that looks
and drives great. No accidents, low mileage.
White with white leather, cold AC. All power.
Owner in Dothan. $3,500 cash. 334-671-3059

Chevrolet 2004 Avalanche , fully loaded, good
condition, royal blue, $9,500 Call 334-347-1208
or 334-498-1160

Chevrolet 2008 Corvette
Convertible C-6 with the
3LT package. Silver
w/Cashmere leather, it

has the heads-up display, power seats with
heat, power top, and lots of extras. 38,000
miles. Book value at $36,000 but health forces
sale. Will consider all offers. Call 334-791-5452.

Ford 2003 Taurus extremely nice, low mile, new
tires & brakes, dealership maintained, will
consider trading for nice truck. $4400. FIRM
334-774-3582.

Ford 2007 Tau-
rus SEL, load-
ed, leather, sun-
roof, new tires,
like new,

90,000 miles. $6395. 334-790-7959.

GOT BAD CREDIT ???
RIDE TODAY !! $0’ down
No Credit - Pass, REPO, BK’S,
SSI & VA OK û ASK FOR

STEVE POPE @ TJS Motors
334-803-9550 ’ for more details !

û Ask about $1000. discount, Bring this ad in
Today! @Old Deal Max location 4193 RCC

Honda 2012 Accord, great fuel mileage, real
nice family car, only 14,000 miles and it has a
100,000 mile warranty. $250 down $275 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243

Mazda 2008 Grand Touring convertible Miata,
black in color, 6-speed 43K miles,
$14,000. 334-723-5312.

Mercedes 2013 C250
Sport Sedan: Premium 1
package. Palladium silver.
9,700 miles. IMMACULATE
condition! Strong turbo
power, great gas mileage.
23 months left on full

warranty. Smooth and quiet ride. Beautiful car!
$27,900 334-618-3684

Mini Cooper S 2006 111K miles exc. cond. inside
& out. $7500. firm. 850-573-1695.

Nissan 2009 Sentra, great gas mileage, must
sell! $200 down $199 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Nissan 2013 Altima, low miles, Real Nice, Must
Sell! $200 down $269 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Porsche 1999 Boxster,
93k miles, $9950
Call Jerry at CSI Auto
334-200-4257

Toyota 2011 Prius 1- owner, 30,000 miles, silver
in color, 48 mpg, exc. cond. $15,500.
334-774-2216.

Volkswagen 2003 Beetle , 5-speed, very clean,
low miles, green in color, $5000. 334-618-1670

VW 2009 Wolfsvurg Jetta, 200 Hp. 6-sp. auto
sunfroof, silver, 4-dr. heated seats, new tires,
30 mpg, exc. wifes car, 75K miles, $12,500.
Shown Sat. 334-790-9178 Headland, AL

2002 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.
14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $11,500. 334-714-4548

2005 Honda Goldwing
GL1800 - Touring Edition,
65,962 miles, Excellent
cosmetic condition. In
mint mechanical cond.

Specially badged, 30th Anniversary edition,
No dents or dings, garaged kept, No road rash,
85% tire tread, $12,000 OBO. Call 334-790-3692

û 2011 Harley Davidson
Superglide Custom,
factory custom

paint/laced wheels,
96 C.I. big twin,
12k miles, fog

lights/windshield/backrest, garage kept,
factory original, showroom quality.
r $12,500 Call 334-598-0061 q

Can Am 2014 Spyder RT
Limited Motorcycle, fully
loaded, heated grips and
seats, 1125 miles, auto-
matic, congac black, GPS,
XM, hand & foot brake,

excellent condition $28,000. Call 334-685-0380
Harley Davidson 1984
FLHTC Electraglide: 80 ci.
High compression Evolution
engine, S&S carb, 5 speed
transmission. Runs great,
looks good. Dothan, AL. Call
Bill $5500 OBO 334-685-4807

Harley Davidson Sporster
2006 XL1200R
racing orange, Vance &
Hines - short shots,
Mustang saddle. 15K
miles, mint condition
$6200. 334-790-4781.

Honda 1998 Valkyrie, 34K miles,
very good condition, new tires, J&M audio with
head sets, black & chrome, new battery,
2-helmets, windshield, sadler bags, back rest &
luggage rack, bike cover, & extra chrome,
asking $6500. 334-790-5768.

Honda 2004 Goldwing Trike , Corvette red
in color, 24,500 miles, very good condition,
$20,000 OBO 334-793-2907. Leave Message

New Sunny 300CC Motor Scooter, red, only 12
miles, trunk, helmet included, this beauty is a
must see! $4,500. OBO . Call 334-598-8030

Ford 2000 Expedition
Cold AC, very clean, well
maintained. 150K miles,
$3,995. For more informa-
tion call 334-792-8018.

Honda 2013 Ridgeline RTS .
Less than 5,500 miles,
one-owner Complete
Bumper-to-Bumper
Warranty. Selling due to

health. KBB Price $29,470.00 OBO. 334-379-8733

Jeep 2004 Grand Cherokee, like new, auto, sun
roof, 4.0, new tires, low miles, $4,900.
Call 850-482-7998

Toyota 2011 Highlander: 82,500 miles, one
owner, leather heated seats, 3rd row, Bluetooth
and DVD player, fully loaded in great condition
$21,000. 334-791-7945

1974 Ford 3,000 Tractor , PS, desk, boxblade,
liftbar, bushhog, $5,000 OBO.
334-687-3422 or 334-695-3976

Ford F150 1988 , new tires, very clean,
runs great, red in color $2500.
334-792-5822.

Kia 2005
Sedona EX,
loaded, leath-
er, sunroof,
rear entertain-
ment, clean,

97,000 miles. $4995. 334-790-7959.

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$300 AND UP!!
"compact cars not included" 334-714-6285

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WELL DRILLING & REPAIR

SIDING

ROOFING & RELATED

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

HOUSESITTINGHOME IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

BULLDOZING

ADULT CARE

AC & HEATING

Clay O’Neal
clayslandclearing@gmail.com

850-762-9402
Cell 850-832-5055

Dozer and Excavation Work
Ponds - Road Building - Demolition

Pine Tree Planting - Herbicide Spraying
Fire Line Plowing - Burning

Land CLearing and Forestry serviCes

Caregivers available
at

Gail’s TravelinG anGels

25 Years Experience
7 days a week / 24 hours a day!

Excellent References

Gail Hall - Manager
Hm: 850-482-5424 • Cell: 850-264-1793

Carol Hagin
Cell: 850-557-0085

• Commitment to quality Care
• Compassionate

• sKilleD CareGiVers
• safety • effiCient health Care

Sammy’s Heating and Cooling, LLC

850-573-2084
sammy1974morales@hotmail.com

Ramon “Sammy” Morales
Owner2982 Sunrise Dr.

Marianna, FL 32448

INSURED850-573-1880

Tindall
Construction

• New Homes & Room Additions • Flooring • Painting
• Siding • Kitchen & Bathroom Upgrades

• Custom Ceramic Shower Specialist • Porches

Lic# RR 2822811487

Home RepaiRs by HomeworkS

Bill Long, Jr. (850)569-2903

“Beautification of Your Home”
Carpentry/Painting Installations
Furniture Repair & Refinishing

General Repairs • Insured

Television RepaiR
DoThan elecTRonic seRvice
Repairing All Types of TVs Since 1970

Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.

Call us or visit our website for more info
334-792-0551

1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL
www.tvrepairdothan.com

Bring this ad & receive $5 off 1st repair.

Slabs • Pole Barns • Sidewalks • Driveways

850-573-1880
Serving Jackson and Surrounding Counties

CONCRETE CO.
*ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS*

TC

LC#: RR 2822811487

Elderly setting services with flexible hours
and experience. Call 850 209 5506 for more
information.

Water Well Drilling &
Pump Repair Specialist

Over
30 Yrs

Experience

850-557-2572

Garver’s Vinyl Siding, Inc.
Licensed and Insured Quality Work
• Vinyl Siding • Sofit • Fascia
• Screened Rooms
• Replacement Windows

20 Years Experience • Reasonable Rates
(850) 593-5267 • (850) 209-2440

• Metal • Shingles • Flat Roofs • Insured
LC#: RC29027516

850-573-1880
Serving Jackson and Surrounding Counties

ROOFING CO.
*ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS*

TC

850-352-4269



Jackson County Vault & Monuments
Quality Service at Affordable Prices

850-482-5041

Come Visit us at 3424 West Highway 90
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advisory boards.
But Hopkins also touched in-

dividual lives. In his quiet way he
changed many of them for the bet-
ter. He gave many young people
jobs at his dealership as they made
their way through college or helped
their families survive hard times.

It was the little things he did, as
well as the bigger gestures, that so
many in the community remember.
He was known to help the hungry,
often with donations from his pock-
et as he encountered them along the
roadway. He gave to various causes
and individuals throughout his life-
time, often anonymously.

He valued his friends and made
them an integral part of his life. For-
mer Marianna Mayor James Wise
remembers how they met. When
Hopkins moved to town, their wives
became acquainted, and had the
husbands meet. Before long, the
couples started playing bridge to-
gether. That went on for several
years. Soon after they met, they
started getting together on Friday
nights. The men cooked chicken,
steak, “or whatever we could afford
back then,” Wise said. This routine
went on for more than 40 years.

“We just hit it off,” Wise said. “We
traveled all over this country togeth-
er. We had a long-lasting friendship.
He could be a jokester, or he could
be real serious. If he said something
and you disagreed with him, you
better have your points ready if you
were going to argue because he had
his ready.”

Wise said he saw Hopkins Friday,
the day he died. His old friend was
not conscious, but Wise put a hand
on his shoulder and told him he
was going to miss him. Wise said
Hopkins was a Paul Harris Fellow
in the Rotary, having given $1,000
to humanitarian foundations sup-
ported by the Rotary. The special
recognition for such contributors is
named for the founder of the world-
wide club. Wise said Hopkins’ goal,
though, wasn’t about getting the
accolades.

“He never did anything for public
acknowledgement,” Wise said. “He
did a lot of things behind the scenes,
helping individuals and groups.”

Hopkins was a faithful member
of the “Mark Out” coffee club for
many years. It was a morning ritual
that solidified dozens of friendships

over time.
Even in the competitive world of

vehicle sales, Hopkins made lifelong
friends who counted him among
their favorite acquaintances.

Rahal Miller Chevrolet Owner/
dealer Ricky Miller was one of
those. “Someone once said that
wisdom comes from the journey,
not the destination. Anyone who
knew Mr. Hopkins knew he was a
great husband, great father, great
businessman and a fine Christian.
His final destination, I imagine, is
selling cars in heaven. Mr. Hopkins
was one of the wisest men I’ve ever
met. His smile is going to be missed
in the car business, but his foot-
prints will last forever. He’s one of
the nicest competitors a man could
ever ask for. He was just a wonder-
ful person. This town was blessed
by many great businessmen, and
he was one of them. Every time you
saw him, he was smiling. If I lost a
car deal to him, it didn’t bother me
because I knew the customer was
going to be well taken care of for the
life of that car. When I think about
his business ethic, I go back to his
slogan. It was this: ‘We’re not satis-
fied until you are.’ I believe he truly
lived by his slogan.”

Fellow auto dealer Bob Pforte,
owner of Bob Pforte Chrysler/
Dodge/Jeep, had similar words of
praise for Hopkins. “He was a real
good friend,” Pforte said. “He and I
served on the Florida Highway Pa-
trol advisory committee together
for the last 20 years. He was real
passionate about seat belt laws and
other safety issues, so he made a
great member of that board. He
was a great competitor who was at
the same time someone you could
share information with in business.
We helped each other out over the
years and he was a true gentleman.
I’m really going to miss him.”

One of the people who knew Hop-
kins best was his longtime secre-
tary/bookkeeper, Billie Rogers. She
went to work for him in 1973 and
retired in 2008 after more than 35
years with the auto dealership.

“He was just an awesome per-
son,” Rogers said through tears on
Monday. “He was not only my boss,
he was my friend. He was a very car-
ing person and very intelligent. We
often said he had the memory of
an elephant. He was easy to talk to.
He loved what he did and was very
knowledgeable and caring. I sensed
all this when I met him, and he was
all of that. All through the years, I
saw that same man come through

in all that he did. He was the kind of
person that you wanted to please in
your work. I have so many memo-
ries of him helping people. He was
so often that unseen hand.”

Rogers said Hopkins provided a
listening ear, many times, as well.
“At a time when I was emotionally
broken, he cried with me. And when
he was hurting, he would share
that with me, too. After so many
years, you don’t have to put things
into words every time. I could read
him and he could read me. I guess
we were emotionally tied together.
Even after I left, we never saw each
other that we didn’t tell each other
that we loved each other. He had a
helping hand, a giving spirit, a will-
ing heart. He was just compassion-
ate and kindhearted to all.”

As Jim Roberts remembered
Hopkins coming in to buy his old
dealership, he recalled watching
Hopkins flower into a community
stalwart. “He was one of the most
honorable car dealers that I’ve ever
witnessed or been around,” Rob-
erts said. “If there was a problem,
and you were honest with him, he
bent over backards to get things go-
ing right. If you tried to hoodwink
him, now, he was as feisty as a red
rooster, but he was fair all the way
around. He was honorable; he was
good to his employees, his custom-
ers and his friends, and everybody,
really. When he came along to buy
my dealership I could have hugged
his neck. I’d spent every dime I had
trying to keep it going. After we did
business, we became friends and
I’m very proud to call him that.
We went fishing many times at Ar-
buckle Creek at Sebring. We called
it a big ditch. We went fishing for
bream and shellcracker. Our wives
went with us and we stayed in a
motel, made a real fishing trip out
of it. Our group got pretty big, 8-12
of us sometimes. He was also a big
FSU fan and booster, and we trav-
eled to games many times. We trav-
eled in Europe together. He was just
a super man.”

Roberts said Hopkins had a giving
spirit that was easily tapped once
he believed in a project.

“He served this community in a
lot of ways, probably doing some
things that nobody even knew any-
thing about. If we were trying to
raise money for X or Y, if he thought
well of it, he asked, ‘where do I send
my check.’ He did a lot of non-pay-
ing jobs around here, too, just to
do his part. I think he went beyond
that.”

Hopkins
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BY DEBORAH BUCKHALTER

dbuckhalter@jcfloridan.com

Jackson County authori-
ties on Monday captured
an inmate who escaped
from a Calhoun County Jail
Saturday.

William L. Mercer was tak-
en into cus-
tody after a
citizen tipped
law enforce-
ment that the
escapee was
in Jackson
County.

C a l h o u n
County authorities believe
Mercer escaped by break-
ing a lock on an old kitchen
door at the jail in the early
morning hours of last Sat-
urday. Mercer, 49, was a
trustee and allowed to work
inside the jail doing laun-
dry, passing out meal trays
and performing other tasks.

Mercer was arrested in
January on charges of con-
spiracy to purchase meth-
amphetamine and the
unlawful use of a two-way

communication device. Of-
ficials say he also has a crim-
inal history of bank robbery
and armed burglaries.

An investigation of the
escape is ongoing as the
search for Mercer contin-
ues, officials say.

Mercer was captured by
the Jackson Correctional In-
stitution and the Apalachee
Correctional Institution K-9
Tracking teams, according
to a spokesperson for the
Calhoun County Sheriff’s
Office.

Calhoun County Sheriff’s
Office, with help from Cal-
houn County Correctional
Institution, Liberty County
Correctional Institution,
Jackson County Correc-
tional Institution, Jackson
County Sheriff’s Office, Bay
County Sheriff’s Office, Lib-
erty County Sheriff’s Office,
Florida Highway Patrol,
Florida Wildlife Commis-
sion, and the Blountstown
Police Department, have
been searching for the
escaped inmate since
Saturday.

Mercer

Search continues
for jail escapee

car, Giles smiled at the offi-
cer, cranked up the car and
sped away.

Giles was pursued, east
onto Caniehead Road and
north on Ballfield Lane,
where, after a short dis-
tance, he ended the pursuit
and surrendered.

A search of Giles’ person
revealed a small amount

of marijuana and another
small amount of marijuana
was found when searching
the vehicle.

Charged with fleeing or
attempting to elude law en-
forcement and possession
of marijuana (less than 20
grams), Giles was taken to
the Jackson County Correc-
tional Facility to await his
first appearance in court.

Two other subjects in
the car were questioned
and later released with no
charges.

Giles
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High School Assistant
Principal Ronald Mitch-
ell; Marianna Mayor
Rico Williams; Jacob
Mayor Bernie Roulhac;
Association of United
Professionals President
James Speights; Christian
Memorial Chapel rep-
resentative Donald Pitt-

man; Graceville Commis-
sioner Walter Douglas;
Jackson Correctional Fa-
cility Chaplain Rev. Hen-
ry Taylor; Vann Funeral
Home owner Lula Vann;
and Riverside Elementa-
ry School music teacher
Kenneth Baker.

Former BSU presidents
Alexa Sanchez, Sylveanna
Garett, Danta Bell and
Shannon Wooten also
were recognized.

The Riverside Beaver
Chorus provided the en-
tertainment for the event,
under Baker’s direction
in the absence of long-
time director and chorus
founder Flora Davis.

Those who attended
also heard from Jackson
County Public Health De-
partment employee An-
tonio Johnson, who runs
the tobacco cessation
program and mentors

local students who are
part of the Tobacco Free
Coalition. One of the stu-
dents in that group spoke
briefly as well.

Johnson had a booth
set up in the event venue,
as did BASIC NWFL, the
lead agency for HIV Case
Management and Pre-
vention Services in Jack-
son, Bay, Calhoun, Gulf,
Holmes and Washington
counties.

Chipola
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SeaWorld Orlando
ends public dolphin

feedings
ORLANDO — Guests a

SeaWorld’s Orlando theme
park will no longer be al-
lowed to feed the dolphins.

Visitors in the Dolphin
Cove area Monday were still
able to touch and pet any
dolphins that approached
them, but the park was no
longer selling $7 trays of
fish to entice the aquatic
mammals.

Starting next month,
guests will be able to
buy 10-minute packages
— starting at $15 a person
— that include touching the
dolphins and having photos
taken with them under a
trainer’s supervision.

A SeaWorld spokeswoman
told the Orlando Sentinel

that the new program is
similar to popular ones in
SeaWorld’s San Diego and
San Antonio parks.

From wire reports

State Brief



The Associated Press

MIAMI — Luol Deng made 11
of 14 shots and scored 29 points,
Goran Dragic added 23 points and
10 assists, and the Miami Heat set
a season high for scoring in a 119-
108 victory over the Philadelphia
76ers on Monday night.

Dwyane Wade scored 18 for the
Heat, who stayed in the No. 7 spot
in the Eastern Conference. Hassan
Whiteside added 12 points and 14
rebounds for Miami, which shot 55
percent.

HollisThompson scored 22 points
for Philadelphia, which got 18 from
Nerlens Noel, 16 from Robert Cov-
ington, 12 from Henry Sims and 11
from Isaiah Canaan.

It was a good-news day all around
for Miami. Heat coach Erik Spoels-
tra said before the game that Chris
Bosh — who has blood clots on a
lung, a season-ending issue — will
be going home “soon” from a hos-
pital where he’s been treated since
late last week.

Miami outrebounded Philadel-
phia 45-33.

Philadelphia was up 67-61 early
in the third, then got outscored
30-12 over the final 9 minutes of

the quarter. Dragic and Deng com-
bined for 20 points in the third, one
more than the entire 76ers’ roster
over that 12 minutes and the out-
come wasn’t in doubt down the
stretch.

It was Dragic’s second game with
the Heat, and he looked far more
acclimated than he did in Satur-
day’s debut against New Orleans.
The Heat practiced on Sunday and
had their usual gameday shoot-
around Monday morning, those
sessions largely being designed to
get the All-NBA third-teamer from
last season more entrenched in
Miami’s playbook.

The results were clear: Dragic
made 9 of 14 shots and seemed far
more comfortable.

TIP-INS

» 76ers:The 76ers
are now 1-31 when
allowing 99 or more
points. ... Philadel-
phia reached the
30-point mark in
the first quarter for
the sixth time all
season, the second
against Miami. ...
Jerami Grant was
held out with a

lower back contusion, and Jason
Richardson didn’t dress because of
a left knee contusion.

» Heat: The Heat improved to 10-
2 when they have at least 25 assists.
... Miami’s previous season-high for
points was 114, at Philadelphia on
Nov. 1. ... Henry Walker had a mem-
orable debut, with three 3-pointers
and a drive-the-lane highlight-reel
dunk giving him 11 points in the
first half. He was bloodied over his
right eye in the third quarter, then
returned with 3:29 left.

UP NEXT

» 76ers: At Milwaukee on
Wednesday.

» Heat: At Orlando on
Wednesday.
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The best compliment I can receive is a referral!
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4630 Hwy. 90 • Marianna, FL

Helpful Tip
Speak with a lender

before you see an agent!
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Sunny South Properties

Smarter. Bolder.
Faster.

4630 Hwy. 90 • Marianna, FL 32446

(850) 526-2891
Each Office Is Independently Owned

and Operated

www.sunnysouthproperties.com
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Court-Approved Supplemental Information About The

Deepwater Horizon Economic Settlement Claim Deadline

June 8, 2015 – Deadline to File
Claim(s) with the Deepwater Horizon (BP) Economic Settlement Program

The Class Settlement and its objective, financial data based
causation tests have been approved by final judgment.

If you reside or have a business in the map above, you have
the right to file a claim.

If you submit a claim form and all required information and
meet the formulas as approved by the Courts, you qualify for
an award.

Not every claim filed will be eligible, but you have the right
to file and find out.

The June 8, 2015 Deadline will NOT be extended

To file your claim go to:

www.deepwaterhorizoneconomicsettlement.com
Or Call (866) 992-6174
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The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — Florida
will be without second-
leading scorer Dorian
Finney-Smith for the third
consecutive game Tues-
day night at Missouri.

Coach Billy Donovan
says Finney-Smith re-
mains suspended for an
undisclosed violation
of team rules. Donovan
says he will re-evaluate
Finney-Smith’s status later
in the week, before Satur-
day’s home game against
Tennessee.

Finney-Smith is Florida’s
most versatile player. He’s

averaging 12.9 points and
5.8 rebounds this season.
He missed games against
Vanderbilt and LSU, and
the Gators (13-14, 6-8
Southeastern Conference)
went 1-1 without him.

Florida also will be with-
out leading scorer Michael
Frazier II for the fifth con-
secutive game because of
a high-ankle sprain. Don-
ovan ruled Frazier out last
week, saying he needs
more time to heal before
getting back on the court.
Frazier is averaging 13.2
points, 4.6 rebounds and
is the team’s best 3-point
and free-throw shooter.

Gators’ Finney-
Smith suspended

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dorian Finney-Smith (10) gets fired up on defense with Jon
Horford in a game earlier this year.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Philadelphia 76ers guard JaKarr Sampson (9) shoots against Miami Heat forward Chris Andersen (11) on Monday night.

Heat click in 2nd half
to beat 76ers 119-108


