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GUNS, DRUGS, MAYHEM
2 Arrested After BG Home Shot Up;
3rd Suspect At Large
By TOM STAIK
Of The Herald-Advocate

Two suspects have been arrested following an incident
last week that left a Bowling
Green home riddled with bullets.
A third man, considered
armed and dangerous, remains
at large.
Catarino Borjas, 35, of
Wauchula, is wanted by police.

Tax Office
Closed Due
To COVID-19

Borjas is suspected as being
one of the two trigger men in
the July 14 shooting incident.
Capt. Brett Dowden of the
Bowling Green Police Department told The Herald-Advocate on Tuesday that Borjas is
considered armed and extremely dangerous.
“He has made a credible
threat to murder law enforcement,” Dowden said.

Dowden said that anyone
with information concerning
Borjas’s whereabouts is urged
to call 911.
“The public should not try to
engage or approach (the suspect),” Dowden said. “I would
consider this person armed and
dangerous.”
Borjas, an alleged member
of the Brown Pride Nation
gang, also goes by the name

“Gordy.”
Lawmen have captured one
of the two suspected trigger
men.
Joe Roman “JoJo” Valdez,
31, of Arcadia, was booked
into the Hardee County Jail at
2:37 p.m. on July 17 by Dep.
Tyler Haywood.
According to arrest reports,
deputies performed a traffic
stop on a black Ford Fusion

FOOD BANK BACK

Of The Herald-Advocate

WEATHER
DATE HIGH LOW RAIN
07/14
94
75
0.07
07/15
92
72
0.25
07/16
93
69
0.00
07/17
92
72
0.18
07/18
91
72
0.01
07/19
90
74
0.21
07/20
93
72
0.25
Rainfall to 07/13/2020 - 21.14
Same period last year - 27.28
Ten Year Average - 49.45
Source: Univ. of Fla. Ona Research Center
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Valdez

driven by Valdez near the intersection of South U.S. 17 and
K.D. Revell Road in Wauchula
and served active warrants for
failure to appear.
During a subsequent search
of the vehicle, Cpl. Mitchell
Johnson reportedly found a

.380 pistol with a live round in
the chamber hidden under the
seat.
“The gun matched the caliber of casings discovered at
the scene,” Dowden said.
A further search, according
See GUNS A2

School Board To Vote
On Opening Plan Tonight
By TOM STAIK
Of The Herald-Advocate

By TOM STAIK
The Hardee County Tax Collector’s office closed Friday
after a staff member tested positive for COVID-19.
Tax Collector Jacki Johnson
told The Herald-Advocate this
week that her office closed
around 1 p.m. on July 17 after
being notified that a staff member had tested positive to the
virus.
“One of the staff members
tested positive with no symptoms whatsoever,” Johnson
said. “I took it upon myself to
close the office and have each
one of us tested.”
Johnson said that reopening
plans will be made once test results are received for all employees.
Since the closing, Johnson
has had the office deep cleaned
and disinfected.
Johnson said she hopes to be
able to reopen by the end of the
week – either today (Thursday)
or tomorrow (Friday).
Johnson said she is attempting to answer messages left on
the office’s voice mail. Staff,
she said, have also been provided with a list of scheduled
appointments to reschedule.
In the meantime, customers
wishing to renew tags or driver’s licenses can do so online
at www.flhsmv.gov.
“I appreciate everyone’s understanding and patience
through this crisis, but we will
get through it,” Johnson said.
See CLOSING A2

Staton

COURTESY PHOTO

Volunteers with Cutting Edge Ministries are getting ready to return to service.

Cutting Edge Reopens
Cutting Edge Ministries will deliver door-to-door in Wauchula on
Saturday, July 25, at 8 a.m. as part of
the USDA Farmers to Families program.
Food boxes will include meat, produce, fruit, and dairy.
Staging will be at Wauchula
Florida State Farmers Market.
Organizers are in need of additional volunteers. Those volunteering
are asked to bring pickups and trailers and able body friends. Volunteers
should wear closed-toe shoes, no

tank tops, no political shirts or signs
on vehicles. Masks are recommended.
Call 863-773-2484 for information.
Tuesday Distribution
An essential food drive through
distribution will be held Tuesday,
July 28, at the Cutting Edge Food
Bank, 3059 Elm Street, Zolfo
Springs, from 9:30 a.m. until noon.
Those attending are asked to stay in
their vehicle and wear a mask while
being waited on.

The School Board of Hardee
County will vote tonight (July
23) on the reopening plan for
local schools.
The proposal opening plan,
that has seen scores of revisions since leaders first set out
to draft the document, was presented to the public at a workshop session of the School
Board held last Thursday (July
16).
The plan calls for teachers
and staff to return to school
Aug. 3.
Students will return to the
classroom – either in-person or
virtually – beginning Aug. 10,
according to the plan.
Three main options for enrollment were presented:

–Traditional: Face-to-face
classroom instruction in assigned schools held MondayFriday;
–Hardee Innovative Learning Opportunity (HILO): Students will have the same
teacher as if they were in a
classroom with registration
open quarterly for transfer in or
out of the program; and
–My District Virtual School:
Students will be taught virtually by non-local teachers.
Students enrolled in the
HILO program would be required to login for assigned
classes throughout the school
day. If, for example, a student’s
biology class is scheduled for
8:30 in the morning, that student must be logged on
See PLAN A2

County Commission Not
Considering Mask Rule
By MICHAEL KELLY
Of The Herald-Advocate

County Commissioners discussed mask orders being mandated by other counties and
municipalities across the state
and they are not in favor of imposing one locally at this time.
Noey Flores started the discussion stating he had been
getting pushed about the subject from people on both sides
of the issue.
“We hear so much info that
is being disputed whether it’s
true or not,” he said. “I feel it

should be up to the individual
people or businesses.”
Flores said members of his
family have contracted the
virus but he is not in favor of
making masks mandatory.
Chairman Rick Knight said
he has also heard from constituents with the majority
being against requiring masks.
He said he was also not in
favor of mandating mask at this
time.
Mike Thompson said he felt
it should be a personal choice.
See RULE A2

Wildcat Standout Arrested In Drive-by Shooting
By TOM STAIK
Of The Herald-Advocate

A starting running back with
the Hardee Wildcats was arrested Friday evening in connection to a drive-by shooting
that reportedly occurred in the
early morning hours on the
Fourth of July.
The incident, that reportedly
occurred in the 700 block of
Alabama Street in downtown
Wauchula, resulted in no injuries, according to Chief of

Hodges

Police John Eason.
Ellis Hodges, 18, of
Wauchula, was booked into the
Hardee County Jail on July 17
at 5 p.m. on a charge of firing a
weapon/discharge firearm from
vehicle within 1,000 feet of another person. He was released
at 11:36 p.m. that evening after
posting $5,000 bond.
A rising senior at Hardee
Senior High School, Hodges
recorded 620 yards of offense
as a junior running back for the
Wildcats during the 2019 season. According to www.maxpreps.com, Hodges averaged
7.1 yards per carry and was
credited with nine touchdowns
– eight of them running.
Brian Kemp, head coach for
the Wildcats, told The HeraldAdvocate by phone on Tuesday
morning that he was unaware
of the alleged incident and had
“no comment.”
Dr. Michele Polk, principal
of Hardee Senior High School,
called the circumstances sur-

rounding the arrest “tragic and
disappointing.”
According to arresting documents from the Wauchula Police Department, the alleged
incident reportedly occurred
around 1:31 a.m. on July 4 in
the 700 block of Alabama
Street in downtown Wauchula.
Hodges, it is alleged, was reportedly driving a full-size,
four-door, Ford F-150 with
black tinted windows as he
cruised past a home being visited by his girlfriend.
According to multiple witness statements, Hodges reportedly drove past the home to
the end of Alabama Street.
After a few minutes, Hodges
allegedly turned around,
stopped in front of the home
and yelled “Do something. Do
something.”
It was then, according to reFILE PHOTO
ports, that Hodges reportedly
hung out of the driver window Ellis Hodges, who played under #7 for the Hardee
Wildcats last season, celebrates after making a first
and fired between 2-4 shots.
down against the DeSoto Bulldogs.
See DRIVE-BY A2
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Kelly’s Column
By Jim

When my sister Pat Partridge was in her 30s and 40s she
thought 80 was old. After turning 80 on May 2 Pat has changed
her mind.
"Now I consider 80 as upper, upper middle age," Pat told
me recently. She has company. AARP Magazine reports singeractress Nancy Sinatra turned 80 on June 8 and Beatles singer
Ringo Starr turned 80 on July 7.
––––––
AARP Magazine reports Jay Leno and his wife Mavis are
making about 100 masks per week on their 3D printer and giving
them to local firefighters and police.
The former host of The Tonight Show now hosts Jay Leno's
Garage on CNBC TV. Jay reports he is eating the same chefs'
diet he's been on for many years––Chef Boyardee, Ben & Jerry
and Colonel Sanders.
"Dr. Fauci says we have to fight COVID-19 like a war. And
a reporter asks, 'How do we do that?' Fauci says, 'By staying
home and watching television.' And I thought to myself, I have
been training for this my entire life!"
Leno said Martha Stewart owns Edsel Ford's old house in
Maine, so she drives a '58 Edsel station wagon.
The magazine quotes Madan Kataria, M.D., author of
Laughter Yoga: Daily Practice for Health and Happiness:
"Children can laugh up to 400 times a day, but for adults this frequency drops to barely 15 times a day. Where is our laughter?"
––––––
The recent AARP Magazine has an article "Happiness in
Hard Times" written by Sari Harrar.
One pathway to more happiness is through music, such as
listening to "Here Comes The Sun" by the Beatles.
Other songs of hope and happiness, says AARP, include
"Beautiful Day" by U2, "What A Wonderful World" by Louis
Armstrong, "Walking On Sunshine" by Katrina & The Waves,
"Happy" by Pharrell, "Bridge Over Troubled Waters" by Simon
& Garfunkel, "Three Little Birds" by Bob Marley and the Wailers, "Lovely Day" by Bill Withers, "I Will Survive" by Gloria
Gaynor, " I Saw The Light" by Hank Williams, and "What The
World Needs Now (Is Love)" by Dione Warwick.
Yale psychology professor Laurie Santos in 2018 developed a course entitled "Psychology and the Good Life." She said
going after the wrong things like money and status will not guarantee happiness. Simple things can help make us happier, she
says.
"Comparing yourself to other people is a great way to feel
less happy," she said, noting bronze medalists seemed happier
than silver medalists at the Olympics.
"Human connection is the classic recipe, the chicken soup
of happiness," says Robert Waldinger, M.D., director of the
Harvard Study of Adult Development. "Good relationships keep
us happier and healthier, period." He says stress and inflammation "break down multiple-body systems over time like your
joints, your cardiovascular system, your brain."
He noted another key finding: "It's not the number of
friends you have or whether you're in a committed relationship.
It's the quality of your relationships that matter."
Physical activity can boost your happiness by reducing
stress and releasing feel-good brain chemicals. Yoga is a good
choice. "The combination of simple postures with deep breathing
can make you feel happier," says Amy Weintraub, an instructor
and author of Yoga for Depression.
Take a moment to savor. "Pausing to soak in a wonderful
moment––a sunrise, the morning's birdsong, the joy of our
pets––is a great way to learn how to savor. Or you can recall a
cherished memory, play music linked to a special moment or
linger over some old photos." A regular savoring habit can increase happiness for longer periods of time, says Jennifer
Smith, director of research at Mather Institute in Evanston, Illinois.
There is a U-curve of happiness. As we move through our
later years, the typical person grows steadily happier, says David
Blanchflower, Dartmouth College economist.
"Put simply, people in general hit high levels of happiness
in their early 20s, low levels in middle age (around 47), and then
start seeing a steady increase in joy from that point on." Maybe
it is genetic or coming to terms with our limitations.
Frank Infurna, an Arizona State University psychologist,
says midlife puts many adults in a "big squeeze" by facing tough
choices about how to split their resources–time, emotions,
money, skills––between themselves, work, kids and aging par-

Continued From A1
to reports, revealed 4 grams of
methamphetamine in a clear
plastic baggie and a trace
amount of cannabis.
In addition to two counts of
failure to appear, Valdez was
charged with weapon offense/
firing a missile into a dwelling/
vehicle, aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon, six counts of
possession of weapon/ammo by
a convicted felon, carrying a
concealed weapon/firearm, possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession of methamphetamine, possession of less than 20
grams of marijuana, and driving
while license suspended or revoked with knowledge.
According to arrest reports,
Valdez and Borjas reportedly
became irate after witnessing
the alleged beating of a female
by another man, who was at the
time allegedly armed with a
shotgun.
The two men, reportedly
seeking to retaliate, allegedly
traveled to the Wauchula home
of Michael Staton, an alleged
member of the MS13 gang.
Valdez reportedly entered the
home and returned with a long

semi-automatic rifle.
The two men then reportedly
dropped off the female owner of
the vehicle at a home near
Church Avenue and traveled to
West County Line Road and reportedly shot the truck and
home of the man allegedly involved in the earlier beating of
the woman.
At least 11 spent casings were
found at the scene – 10 coming
from a rifle and 1 from a handgun. Bullets reportedly struck
the man’s truck, puncturing a
tire, and struck the home in several places.
Staton, who is believed to
have provided the rifle used in
the attack, was arrested July 18
at 11:23 p.m. at the Zolfo
Springs Circle K.
Dep. Darius Johnson reportedly spotted Staton pumping
gas in a silver Chevy Impala
and recognized the man from an
“Officer Safety Memo” issued
by the Bowling Green Police
Department following the attack on the home.
Staton, on probation with a
10 p.m. – 6 a.m. curfew, was
taken into custody.

During a subsequent search,
lawmen reportedly discovered
49 alprazolam pills, $2,248 in
cash, 6.2 grams of cocaine, and
3.3 grams of marijuana. A later
search of the vehicle reportedly
revealed a .380 caliber gun, a
.45 caliber gun, and a plastic
portable safe. The safe, according to reports, reportedly contained $10,160 in cash,
marijuana, and methamphetamine.
Two large plastic bags containing a total of 871.9 grams of
marijuana were located on the
rear seat of the vehicle. Additionally, a purse was discovered
that reportedly contained 131.6
grams of methamphetamine and
a digital scale.
Staton, 28, of Wauchula, was
charged with possession of a
weapon/ammo by a convicted
felon, trafficking in methamphetamine 28-200 grams, possession of methamphetamine,
possession of cocaine, possession of over 20 grams of marijuana, possession of marijuana
with intent to sell, possession of
drug paraphernalia, possession
of new legend drug, and parole

violation.
According to online records
maintained by the Florida Department of Corrections, Staton
began his parole on June 1. The
supervision was scheduled to
end Aug. 30. The cases involved possession of methamphetamine, obstructing an
investigation, aggravated assault, and fleeing a law enforcement officer. Out-of-county
charges included home-invasion and grand theft in DeSoto
County.
Staton remains in the Hardee
County Jail without bond in
connection to the parole violation following a first appearance
hearing before County Judge
David Horton on July 19. Arraignment is scheduled before
Circuit Court Judge Michael
Raiden at 8:30 a.m. on Aug. 4.
Valdez’s bond was set at
$118,250 at a first appearance
hearing on July 18. Arraignment is scheduled before Circuit Court Judge Michael
Raiden at 8:30 a.m. As of press
time on Tuesday, bond had not
been met and he remained in
custody.

PLAN

Continued From A1
at that time or suffer an absence for the
day.
“If you are going in the HILO program,
they are going to need a parent or grandparent or someone there to get them
going,” Shayman said.
Additionally, some HILO testing – particularly for high school students – will
be required to be completed at a testing
center to help curtail cheating. HILO students will not be provided internet access.
Students in HILO will be held to the same
grading standard as those in traditional
school. Additionally, teachers will be
available for question during assigned office hours and not around the clock.
HILO students will be given a set time to
pick up meals, if desired. The students
will also be allowed to participate in all
extracurricular activities – including
sports.
Board member Paul Samuels balked at
the idea that parents would choose to
keep a child home from traditional school
and then allow them to participate in
sports where “they will be sweating together, breathing heavy, and obviously
not social distant.”
“If a parent chooses their child to stay
home in HILO and then they have them
come in for extracurricular activities, I
have a problem with that,” Samuels said.
Legally required to provide equal access to all students – even distance learners and those being home schooled – the
problem, Shayman said, is a moral one.
“Legally we can’t do anything,” Shayman said. “It is a moral issue with the parent.”
Some teachers at the session pushed for
a delay in reopening to better prepare
classrooms and lessons plans past the
Aug. 10 return for students.
Shayman said that a delay is something
the district can’t afford. Salary costs are
approximately $1.2 million for each week
added to teacher work schedules.
Some teachers volunteered to eliminate
in-service days if it would help offset the
cost of delaying opening.

ABOUT...

Letters To
The Editor

The superintendent closed the presentation with a plea for patience moving
forward.
“I don't feel good about putting anybody in the school if I can't guarantee
safety, and I can't guarantee anybody's
safety here,” Shayman said.
Shayman said local pleas for help have
been ignored.
“We are trying every way we can. Tallahassee is busy ignoring us. They have
turned a blind eye. We feel that we have
been left on our own to deal with this,”
he said.
“The schools need about a month more
to get ready. I think we start the day after
Labor Day. Take the time, get it right. We
don't have the solution right now. If we
can give the staff a few more days we will
work on that. I take all of this personally.
Ultimately I asked for this job. Don't
blame anybody else. This is all on my
shoulders. If you have issues come see
me. If it goes south and it is bad, I am the
one that is at fault.”
Tonight’s meeting starts at 5 p.m.
Face Masks
Face coverings or face masks will be
“encouraged, highly recommended, and
required when in common areas, hallways, arrival to school, and for afternoon
dismissal.”
The masks will not be provided by the
school system.
Masks use inside classrooms will be up
to the discretion of the teacher, however,
parents may request their individual student wear a mask at all times.
Additionally, the masks must conform
to dress codes.
“If you can’t wear it on your shirt under
the dress code, don’t wear it on your
mask,” Shayman said.
Temperature Checks
Under the proposal, each school and
department will be furnished with thermal scanners. Daily spot-check temperature checks will be conducted at all

CLOSING
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schools. Any student with a temperature
in excess of 100.4 degrees will immediately sent to the school nurse and isolated.
Food Service
Breakfast and lunch will continue to be
provided at no charge. Additional picnic
tables are being purchased for all schools
to help increase social distancing. Many
elementary classes will have lunch served
in their classrooms. Additionally, students
will be assigned seats at lunch to enable
contact tracing if needed.
Transportation
Buses will have assigned seating. Air
flow will be increased by opening selected windows. All buses will be sanitized between routes and deep cleaned at
the end school day.
Technology
Each student will be assigned their own
Chromebook to help eliminate contamination from student-to-student sharing.
School officials said they are in possession of 6,000 devices. There are 5,200
students in the county.
Sanitation And Cleaning
Custodial staff will work during the
school day to help clean and disinfect all
high-touch surfaces throughout the
schools. In the event of a COVID-19 confirmed case on campus, school staff will
initiate an electrostatic spray cleaning of
the school. Student desks and chairs will
be cleaned with a disinfectant between
class changes at the secondary level. Additionally, hand sanitizer will be available
to students and staff throughout each
school building.
Water Fountains Closed
Additionally, school officials are proposing to close all school water fountains.
Students will instead be allowed to bring
refillable water bottles. Water bottle filling stations, Shayman said, are being installed at all schools.

RULE
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According to reports, the
truck then sped off and turned
right traveling in the direction
of North Florida Avenue.
One witness at the residence
reportedly was caring for a
baby at the time of the incident
and scampered for cover when
the shots rang out. According
to reports, “once she heard the
shots she grabbed the baby and
ran inside the residence.”
During an interview with
lawmen, Hodges’s girlfriend
reportedly said she spoke with
The
the suspect by phone after the
Herald-Advocate
Hardee County’s Hometown Coverage
incident. The suspect, it is alPRINTERS • PUBLISHERS
leged, said he fired the shots
Telephone (863) 773-3255
because he was “riled up.” The
www.TheHeraldAdvocate.com
girlfriend reportedly did not tell
lawmen what specifically had
angered the suspect.
According
to
reports,
ents.
Hodges was wearing a blue
"Decades of life experience combine with brain rewiring to • The original name for but- Hardee Wildcats varsity jacket
create a new kind of happiness for people in their 50s and be- terfly was flutterby.
as he fired the shots.
yond," says Dr. Dillip Jeste a neuroscientist at the University of
California, San Diego. These later-life brain changes are as significant as the circuitry upgrades that turn teenagers into adults
or that promote good parenting after a first baby.
"In older people who keep themselves physically, mentally
and socially active, we see the growth of what we call the neurobiology of wisdom," says Jeste. "You don't get as upset when
things go wrong. You focus on the positive and on people and
At The Herald-Advocate, we want accuracy to be a
connections. You feel great when you have a sense of purpose."
Meike Bartels, a research professor at Vrije University in given, not just our goal. If you believe we have printed
Amsterdam and a leading expert on the genetics of joy, says an error in fact, please call to report it. We will review the
many genes are related to emotional well-being. Therefore dif- information, and if we find it needs correction or clarififerent people get a mood lift from different things, such as music, cation, we will do so here.
To make a report, call Editor Michael Kelly at 773exercise, spending time in nature, reading, bird watching, hunt3255.
ing, fishing, golf, cooking, etc.
The
Herald-Advocate
welcomes letters to the editor on matters of public interest. Letters should be
brief, and must be written in
good taste and include the
writer’s full name, address
and daytime telephone
number for verification.
Letters must be received
by 5 p.m. on Monday to be
considered for that week’s
edition. Submissions should
be typed or legibly written.
Send letters to: Letters to
the Editor, The Herald-Advocate, P.O. Box 338,
Wauchula, FL 33873. Fax
to (863) 773-0657.

As of press time on Tuesday,
the Florida Department of
Health had reported a total of
717 cases of the virus in
Hardee County since the beginning of the outbreak in March.
The median age of those infected was 33 years of age.
There have been four deaths in
the county identified as related
to the virus. The total cases represent 2.7 percent of Hardee’s
estimated 26,500 residents.

He also does not think governments should vote to make
masks mandatory unless the
Sheriff’s Office would enforce
it.
“I think it’s (mask ordinance) a knee jerk reaction by
local governments acting based
on others,” he said.
Colon Lambert said he is not
in favor of making masks
mandatory and he is getting
concerned over the data being
released and whether its accurate or not.
Russell Melendy said he has
not been asked by anyone for
the county to pass an ordinance.
“I don’t know if a mask
mandate would fix anything,”
he said. “I see a lot of people
wearing masks incorrectly.”

Corrections
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Roundup
Feed My Sheep
Open Today,
Tomorrow

Pool Open
For Summer
Swim

Chamber
Ambassadors
Meet First Friday

The Feed My Sheep food
pantry, 204 W. Palmetto
Street, Wauchula, will distribute food today (Thursday), July 23, from 9 a.m. –
1 p.m., and Friday, July 24,
10:30 – noon, for produce
only.
Those participating are
asked to stay in their vehicles. Food will be placed
into your vehicle. Volunteers are not allowed to
open or close any vehicles.
Vehicles should be open
after you pull in.
No identification is required, but those receiving
services must be a Hardee
County resident, transient,
or homeless.

The Hardee County public has opened for summer
swimming.
The pool will be open
Monday through Saturday,
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. and
2-4 p.m., and Sunday from
2-4 p.m.
Admission is $3 per session.
For information call 863773-3173.

The Chamber Ambassadors meet the first Friday of
each month at 8 a.m. at the
Java Café. The group
meets for breakfast, discuss community events,
and brainstorm on ways to
improve the local business
community.
For information contact
the chamber office by email
at director@hardeecc.com
or call 863-773-6967.

Cutting Edge
Reopens
Saturday
Cutting Edge Ministries
will deliver door-to-door in
Wauchula on Saturday,
July 25, at 8 a.m. as part of
the USDA Farmers to Families program.
Food boxes will include
meat, produce, fruit, and
dairy.
Staging will be Wauchula
Florida State Farmers Market.
Organizers are in need of
additional
volunteers.
Those volunteering are
asked bring pickups and
trailers and able body
friends. Volunteers should
wear closed toed shoes, no
tank tops, no political shirts
or signs on vehicles. Masks
are recommended.
Call 863-773-2484 for information.
Tuesday Distribution
An essential food drive
through distribution will be
held Tuesday, July 28, at
the Cutting Edge Food
Bank, 3059 Elm Street,
Zolfo Springs, from 9:30
a.m. until noon. Those attending are asked to stay in
their vehicle and wear a
mask while being waited
on.

Help Center
To Close
For Training
The Hardee Help Center
will be closed Aug. 10-14
for staff training and in service work days. Emails and
voice messages will be returned daily. Program information
and
online
applications are available at
www.hardeehelpcenter.org

Scramble For
Commerce
Set For Aug. 22
The Hardee County
Chamber of Commerce
and Fort Meade Chamber
of Commerce will host the
3rd annual Scramble for
Commerce on Saturday,
Aug. 22, from 8 a.m. – 1
p.m. at River Greens Golf
Course in Avon Park.
For information call 863773-6967.

Hardee County
Special
Needs Resumes
Meetings

Summer
Extra-curricular,
Sports Activities
To Begin
Student summer extracurricular/sports programs
resumed June 15, with required protocols in place.
In order for a student to
participate in any sports
summer conditioning program, a physical packet
must be up-to-date. Sports
packets are currently available for pickup at Hardee
High School outside the
front office. Packets can be
printed
from
hhs.hardee.k12.fl.us.

CareerSource
Open By
Appointment
All CareerSource Heartland offices are open by appointment. Please call the
career center to schedule
services.
The Hardee County office
is located at 324 N 6th Ave,
Wauchula, and is available
by calling 863-773-3474.
For information visit
www.careersourceheartland.com.

Traffic Safety
Team
Meets Third
Wednesday
The Hardee County Community Traffic Safety Team
meets the third Wednesday
of each month from 10 to
11 a.m. The meetings are
open to the public.
The July meeting will be
held online. If anyone is interested in participating
please, contact Tammy
Pearson at 863-773-4097 or
tnicholson@wauchulapolice.com.
The team includes members of the Florida Department of Transportation, the
Hardee County Road and
Bridge Department, several
law enforcement agencies,
the Department of Health
and more. At meetings, attendees discuss roads that
need attention.

Masons Meet
2nd, 4th Mondays
Wauchula Lodge 17
meets on the second and
fourth Monday of every
month beginning at 6:30
p.m. for dinner with the
meeting to follow at 7:30
p.m.

Take Stock In

Hardee County Special
Children Seeks
Needs has resumed meetings. The support groups is
Mentors
for parents and family
Want to share your life exmembers of children with periences and wisdom with
special needs. The next a high school student? Bemeeting will be June 27 at come a volunteer mentor
10 a.m. Meetings are held for the Take Stock in Chilat 207 N 7th Avenue in dren program.
Wauchula. Doors will open
Contact Danielle Ochoa
30 minutes prior to start at 863-784-7343 to learn
time.
more.
All meetings will adhere
to social distancing guidelines. Additionally, the
spaces will be wiped down • The heart of a blue whale is
and sanitized both before so big a human can swim
through the arteries.
and after the meetings.

PeaceWholesale
RiverNursery
Growers
Donnis & Kathy Barber
Hwy. 66 East
P.O. Box 760
6:25tfc

(863) 735-0470
Zolfo Springs, FL

New Mom Group
Meets In Sebring
AdventHealth offers a
support group for women
who are pregnant or have
young children, which
meets at Sebring’s AdventHealth Wellness Center, 4005 Sun ‘N Lake Blvd.
Meetings are moderated by
a board-certified lactation
consultant.
The meetings are held
every-other Tuesday from
10 to 11 a.m. If you’re interested in attending, call
(863) 402-3405 to confirm
the meeting dates and register for the group.

Elder Service
Seeks Volunteers
Volunteers are needed
for the Florida Ombudsmen
Program, a free government program under the
Department of Elder Affairs.
Volunteers will visit residents living in extended
care facilities to help ensure
they’re being treated with
dignity and respect. Volunteers also participate in
council meetings, administrative assessments and
complaint resolution in facilities.
Training and certification
are provided. To volunteer
or learn about the program,
search for “Florida LongTerm Care Ombudsman
Program” on Facebook or
call 1 (888) 831-0404.

American Legion
Meets First
Monday
The Herger-Williams Post
No. 2 of the American Legion meets the first Monday
of each month except July
and September at 6 p.m. at
117 W. Palmetto St.,
Wauchula. Contact is Mike
Rouse (863) 781-0296.

7:23p

Help End
The Abuse
CHILD ABUSE
HOTLINE

1-800-422-4453

If You

of
eds Hope
e
S
Guido Evangelistic Association
Metter, Ga.

It is a day I will always remember. It was hot and humid and the
black gowns and colorful “hoods”
provoked more sweat than satisfaction. It was a day that brought
three long and difficult years of
study to a conclusion and I was
now going to be identified as
“Doctor.”
As I stood in a line with my
classmates who had struggled
with me we could not help but
wonder what changes the degree
would make in our lives. A new
day had dawned. Things would be
different for us from that day forward. We would have new opportunities and new status. People
would look at us differently. It
was time to celebrate. We believed that we had earned it!
Psalm 98 begins with a call to
celebrate: “Sing to the Lord a new
song, for He has done marvelous
things.” This call to celebrate was
not for anything that the people
did or had accomplished. It was a
call to celebrate what God had
done for them. It was a call to celebrate the “marvelous things” that
God had done for them. This
phrase “marvelous things” refers
to God’s direct, supernatural interventions in the life of “His people.” It refers to God’s power and
authority, His protection and care,
His interest in the well-being of
His people on this earth. And as
important as those gifts of God
are, they cannot compare to the
gift of His salvation and deliverance!
There are many special events
and days in our lives and the life
of our nation that give us reasons
to celebrate. But nothing provides
a greater cause for us to celebrate
than the hope we have in Christ
our Lord!
Visit us at: SowerMinistries.org

See

Something

Say
Something
Report
Suspicious Activity

1 (855) Fla Safe
1(855)3527233

★

Elect Sandra Kay

★

★

HONESTY. INTEGRITY. EXPERIENCE. CHANGE.

★

Meeks

Paid for and approved by Sandra Kay Meeks Republican
for Hardee County commissioner District 1.
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Wildcats Resume Football Activities
WPD Seeks Help In
Locating Missing Woman
By MICHAEL KELLY
Of The Herald-Advocate

By TOM STAIK
Of The Herald-Advocate

The Wauchula Police Department is asking the public’s
help in locating a missing and
endangered adult.
Gloria Jean Wade, of
Wauchula, was last seen in
February 2020 and has not had
any contact with family or
friends since.
Wade is 5’3” tall, weighs approximately 130 pounds, and
has light brown colored hair
and hazel eyes.
She has been known to frequent the Avon Park and Sebring areas of Highlands
County as well as North Lakeland near I-4 in Polk County.
Chief of Police John Eason
said leads have been few and
far between.
“We have followed up on
several leads at addresses in
Sebring, Avon Park, and Lakeland and still don’t have any
new information,” Eason said.
Police officers are in the
process of securing Wade’s financial records in the hopes
they may shed some light on
her whereabouts.
Additionally, Wade’s social
media is locked from public

view.
Lawmen are working with
the social media provider to attempt to gain access.
According to Eason, Wade
has no known regular hobbies

or activities.
Anyone with information regarding Wade’s whereabouts is
asked to contact Lt. Michael
Fort at 863-773-3265 or
tfort@wauchulapolice.com.

COURTESY PHOTO/WPD

Gloria Jean Wade has been missing since February.

Wauchula Man Jailed After
Allegedly Ramming Vehicle
men that the victim had passed
his home “multiple times.”
According to reports, the suspect told officers that he and
his brother owed the victim a
“fade.”
“Fade” is street slang for a
beating.
Sambrano was held without
bond until first appearance on
July 16.
During the hearing bond
was set at $2,500 for each of
the aggravated assault charges,
$250 for the hit-and-run
charge, and $500 for the reckless driving count.
The presiding judge found
no probably cause to support
the contempt of court/violation
of injunction of protection
charge.
Arraignment is scheduled
before Circuit Court Judge
Michael Raiden on Aug. 4 at
8:30 a.m.

By TOM STAIK
Of The Herald-Advocate

A Wauchula man was arrested last week after allegedly
ramming another vehicle with
his SUV and then fleeing the
scene of the accident.
James Sambrano, 36, was
booked into the Hardee
County Jail at 3:02 a.m. by
Ofc. Jason Cohen on two
counts of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon, and
charges of contempt of Sambrano
court/violation of injunction of
protection, hit-and-run, and then reportedly drove to the
reckless driving.
Speedway, ran inside the door,
According to arrest reports and locked the door.
by the Wauchula Police DeSambrano’s SUV was repartment, the incident report- portedly located a short time
edly occurred around 1:42 later in the 600 block of East
a.m.
Bay Street by the Hardee
Sambrano was reportedly County Sheriff’s Office.
driving a dark-colored SUV on
WPD officers reportedly reNorth 1st Avenue when he al- sponded to Bay Street where
legedly approached another Sambrono reportedly told lawvehicle a high rate of speed.
Sambrano then allegedly “cut
around” the other vehicle.
Are You Concerned Your Child Is
The passenger door then
opened, according to the reGoing Down The Wrong Path?
port, and the driver of the other
vehicle then hit the gas to esDEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE
cape.
JUSTICE PREVENTION HELPLINE
The SUV, according to the
report, also accelerated and
struck the vehicle.
The victim and passenger

1-866-757-0634
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•
•
•
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•

Lifetime Hardee County Resident
Member of Ft. Green Baptist Church
Former Member IDA/EDC
Member Heartland Career Source Board
(Veteran’s Rep)
43 yrs PRECO employee (Ret)
24 yrs FL Army National Guard (Ret)
Former Member Hardee County Zoning
Board
Former Member Indigent Health Care Board
Former Member 10th Circuit Judicial
Nominating Committee

Donald & Grandson, Elijah Samuels

One of the most wonderful things that could happen to a county is a funding
source that could explode its economic base with plentiful jobs.
This is what we were told when the Mosaic agreement was entered into with
the county commission. That dream hasn’t happened. I submit we have
spent at least 60 million dollars on this plan. Where is this 60+ million
dollars for economic development and jobs?
If elected, I will be advocating for a reorganization of the IDA concept.
We must have TOTAL transparency!

Elect

The Hardee Wildcat football
players and coaches have
begun preparing for the upcoming season after a long hiatus
that saw all spring athletic activities abruptly canceled in
March due to the COVID-19
virus.
The Florida High School
Athletic Association (FHSAA)
announced last week that as of
now all fall sports are proceeding as planned.
Hardee head coach Brian
Kemp said players began summer weightlifting, conditioning
drills and non-contact activities
last week.
As of now players are not allowed into the locker room and
they are split up into small
groups and rotate through the
various drills and exercises.
All equipment is being
wiped down after every use before the next group can use it.
Kemp, entering his fifth season as head coach, said about
50 players showed up on the
first day of summer workouts.
He said nearly every skill
position player on offense has
returned from last season but
his biggest challenge will be replacing every offensive lineman.
“Skills wise I think we can
match up against anybody we
will play against,” he said. “We
just have to find five to seven

guys that can block.”
Kemp said he will probably
have to rely on some younger
players to step up and fill the
holes left on the offensive line.
Most of the starters on the
defense will be returning, he
said.
Despite the long layoff,
Kemp said most of the players
showed up in pretty good
shape.
Typically in the summer the
team tries to schedule several
seven-on-seven competitions
with other area teams but that
might not happen this year.
Kemp said he would be open
to the idea if it could be done
safely.
The FHSAA has not issued
any guidance regarding how
teams should conduct their activities and deferred that to the
individual school districts.
He said he is preparing for
the season to start as scheduled
with the Kickoff Classic being
Aug. 14 with the Wildcats traveling to take on Rockledge.
Playing such a quality opponent in the preseason game will
let the players quickly know
where they stand against some
of the elite competition in the
state, he said.
Kemp also believes playing
stronger opponents during the
regular season will only make
the team better and hopefully
pay dividends once the playoffs
begin.

Mike Ioannidis will be the
new offensive coordinator after
Jeff Smothers accepted a head
coaching position elsewhere.
Kemp said the offensive
scheme will be to get the ball
into the hands of the abundant
playmakers as quickly as possible.
The first day of fall practice
is scheduled to begin on July 27
with the first day of contact
practices allowed to start on
Aug. 1.
The shutdown has hurt a
couple of the rising seniors that
hope to earn a scholarship.
He said all colleges have
shut down their summer camps,
which can help players from
smaller schools get notices by
scouts.
He said both rising seniors
Myron Refoure Jr. and Travon
Thomas should get some attention and scholarship offers this
season.
In addition to losing
Smother, Kemp said he also
lost Jason Clark from his staff
but is adding John Sharp and
Myron Refoure to join defensive coordinator Steve Rewis,
Rob Davis, Shawn Rivers,
Barry White, Ezayi Youyoute,
Greg Summers, Earnest Graham and Adam Cartwright.
Cartwright will take over as
the junior varsity head coach
after Davis moved to the varsity to help with the offensive
line.

FHSAA Votes To Allows Sports To Resume,
Ultimate Decision Rests With Local Districts
The Florida High School
Athletic Association executive
board voted 10-5 on Monday
to allow the state’s prep sports
programs to begin July 27.
Under the ruling, sports
teams can begin full practices
Monday if allowed by local authorities.
Schools that opt not to begin
practice on July 27 are required
to declare an intention to not
compete in the state playoff series.
According to officials, the
rule will allow schools unable
to begin July 27 to potentially

play a complete delayed regular season without the possibility of participating in playoffs.
The meeting opened with a
reports by the Sports Medicine
Advisory Committee (SMAC).
The committee recommended delaying prep sports
until three criteria were met:
–a statewide downward
trend in COVID-19 cases;
–less than 5 percent of those
cases being positive; and
–a two-week build-up for
programs before competition.
Concerns over injuries and
heat-related ailments were

major factors contributing to
the two-week build-up period.
SMAC also reportedly advices that other fall sports
could possibly begin on time,
or before football, due to lower
risk of virus transmissions.
Those sports include: golf,
bowling, cross country, and
swimming and diving.
The FHSAA voted unanimously to deny a suggested
three-sport classification system that would have placed
schools into districts and regions based on different opening dates.

Color Printing
Communicate in color with our high-quality and
highly affordable color printing services.
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a personal project, our friendly, helpful staff
gets your job done quickly and easily.
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As Seen From This Side

Re-

By Jerry “Gray Wolf” Phillips
Wauchula

t
Elec

A5

Certified Master School
Board Member
★ Dedicated

* Dedicated
Mom and Dad got married in 1922 and the nomads set sail.
Bracy was born in Jacksonville, Ewart in Miami 4 years later,
* Consistent
★ Consistent
Jennie 2 years later in Dothan, Alabama, Stanley came 2 years
Experienced
★*Experienced
later, then the spoiled one, me, 4 years after Stanley.
I say "the spoiled one" because all the other four left home
as soon as possible. Dad and I got stuck doing all the jobs all the
others dodged.
It's amazing how much work two people can
7:23p
Pol. Ad. paid for and approved by Mildred Smith, Non-partisan, Hardee County School Board, District 2
do when five are suppose to do it.
We had moved to South Georgia in early
1939 shortly after they elected the sheriff. That
sheriff's car rounded that curve with a cloud of
dust, drove all the way down to Grandmother's
house to turn around, and pulled back behind
Dad's old Essex.
He had never met Dad and said he just wanted to see the man
who had nerve enough to marry into a family already too heavy
with Phillips.
Hardee Fresh bought its current locasince investing around $15 million into
Grandmother was a twin, who married twins, who were also By MICHAEL KELLY
tion from the IDA for $1.25 million in
the venture.
Phillips. Sheriff Tabbs' sister or sister-in-law married Mom's old- Of The Herald-Advocate
He is asking the IDA to work out a cash with the board holding a $500,000
est brother Ludy. It was good to have the sheriff in the family.
An indoor agriculture company that
My Dad and Sheriff Tabb became close friends and would began operating in Hardee County late long term lease with a purchase agree- second mortgage on the property that
spend three nights a week fox hunting. Felix would catch and re- last year is looking to expand and is inter- ment option for the former hospital loca- could become forgivable.
Peters is asking to have the original
lease. Dad told him every fox he released was a calf we didn't get ested in converting the former Florida tion.
After touring the building, he thinks it performance base note retired and reto raise---the fox got it.
Hospital into its next facility.
placed with a new note when the comSoon Ewart was paying for his own clothes from fox fur he
Halton Peters, managing partner of would be an ideal location.
Peters would like the board to pay for pany exercising its purchase option.
sold. Somehow it just seemed that most of us cost to live, but Hardee Fresh, addressed the Industrial
Lambert said he has been pleased with
Ewart woke up stretched a little and made a dollar or two. His Development Authority board Thursday the costs of gutting the building before the
whole life was a blessing from God, not all at once, but God regarding his plans for the building, company would begin retrofitting it into the number of people hired by Hardee
blessed on His daily plan.
which has sat vacant since the board ac- an indoor growing facility utilizing both Fresh and the substantial investment they
have made here.
floors.
This has been a true warrior for God. I know of no other man quired the property in 2018.
Currently Hardee Fresh employs 28
He also asked the IDA to handle all the
who built three great careers at one time with so little self investPeters said the current facility grows
ment. And since retirement in 1967 traveled all states but Hawaii several types of lettuce and other leafy permitting requirements and a needed people locally and is looking to fill two
zoning change from the City of open positions.
and all of Canada. The music of Nova Scotia I dream of hearing greens.
Peters said the company is interested in
each night. He sat and listened to while I only dreamed. Yet, I
He would like to focus on growing Wauchula.
Executive director Bill Lambert said starting a third facility here soon.
see God blessing me daily, therefore I have missed out on noth- peppers, tomatoes and other forms of proThe board members told Lambert and
the company would need to escrow some
ing.
duce in the proposed expansion.
What an amazing God we serve.
Peters said the company has recently funds if the board agreed to cover the Peters to proceed with working out the
––––––
received its organic certification and is costs of a custom demolition/retrofit for details of the project and bring it back in
the August meeting for approval.
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of Amer- pleased with the progress it has made them.
ica, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
These words have deep meaning to me and to most Americans, but over the years individuals have made fun of and tried
to destroy and desecrate my flag.
Members of Congress have been sworn in on books, not only
the Bible, most recently the Koran which in no way shows respect
to the U. S. Constitution.
By Lucie Winborne
For 150 recent years fireworks have been a way of celebrating the rockets blasting our freedom. Now NASCAR no longer
•Denise Mueller-Korenek
holding remote/virtual meetSome residents with children
flies the flag. Some elected officials kneel at our anthem, not at clocked the fastest speed ever By JIM KELLY
ings due to COVID-19 precau- who want to raise a 4-H or FFA
policemen's funerals, and never at church. Some guy making by a cyclist in 2018, setting a Of The Herald-Advocate
hog forget to pay the $25 fee to
The Bowling Green City tions.
$8,000 per pitch kneels for the anthem. Where has America fallen new world record of 183.932
The new ordinance will re- the city and the current limit is
Commission on Tuesday, July
to?
mph.
There are heroes kids look up to who have no concept of the
•Are you afflicted with 14, discussed a proposed new quire a first and final reading one hog per family even if sevvalue of freedom. Can you imagine if the owner sees a man com- nomophobia? That's the term animal control ordinance to re- and approval by the commis- eral children are in FFA or 4-H.
Some dogs can be potening to bat that is likely to tie the game up, or even lose the game? for a fear of being without mo- place the existing one. A mo- sion before taking effect.
Animal Control Officer tially dangerous to people
He orders the pitcher to throw four balls so he can't hit any. That bile phone coverage. Surveys tion was approved to revise the
cost him $32,000 to walk this player. Is he nuts? It cost $32,000 have indicated that more than ordinance and bring it up again Trina Galvan said a major issue walking in the street or sidefor him to pass that one guy.
half of U.K. residents suffer at a later date when the public not covered in the current ordi- walk past a yard.
The city has an urban
Where has America gone? This is not the America we had from it. This phobia is trig- can attend in person and offer nance is invisible electronic
fencing. There are currently chicken ordinance and this was
in the '50s.
gered by the fear of losing sig- feedback.
City Attorney Gerald Buhr two electronic fences in the referenced in the proposed new
Can you guess what has been happening elsewhere? Why nal, running out of battery or
would you even think of going somewhere else?
even losing sight of a mobile even suggested the commis- city limits. Sometimes batteries animal control ordinance.
sion could hold a public work- go dead and the dog can go be- There is a $25 annual fee for a
––––––
phone.
I received one census card in the mail. Two weeks later I got
•Queen lead singer Freddy shop meeting on the issue. The yond the invisible line. Some- permit for chickens but no
a single page letter. Last week I found a four-page explanation in Mercury had a degree in commission recently has been times family members may let roosters are allowed. Galvan
the dog out of the house with- said there are about 10 chicken
my box with a notice if I had problems filling it out someone graphic design and came up
out its electronic collar.
permits in the city. Commiswould be by to help.
with the logo for his band himShe proposes raising the sioner Sam Fite suggest the
Comparing the paperwork I discovered the Democrats had self. It consisted of the zodiac
dangerous dog designation fee chicken ordinance be part of
a lot to do with it and now I find I don't live alone. There are three symbols for the four band
from $100 currently to $125 a the new animal control ordiof me here now — there's me, myself and I, so far. I'm waiting members.
year.
nance.
for that person to help me count up the one.
•Mercury also liked to call
Another animal problem in
The commission is in no
RUNAWAY HOTLINE
––––––
his cats while he was on tour –
the city are female dogs attract- hurry to pass the new ordiWhat are some of you trying to do, make me feel bad about "to chat."
1-800-621-4000 ing other male dogs in the area nance since it is difficult for the
coming home to Florida? Ashamed of the flags our heroes
•Only 0.006% of the Korean
and female cats attracting tom- public to make comments in
or
fought and died for. Walking on them like they were rugs and be- population have the ABCC11
from surrounding area, she virtual city commission meet1-800-786-2929 cats
cause two or three desecrate the flag and anthem don't fly it at gene, which is the cause of
said.
ings.
all.
armpit odor. As a result, deCan I speak freely since you have the freedom to do so? I odorant is rarely sold in Korea.
don't give a darn how you feel. This is my country long before it
***
was yours.
Thought for the Day: "A
Don't stomp and burn my flags, destroy my monuments, then room without books is like a
complain about protesters doing exactly as you taught them. Why body without a soul."
is no one protesting abortion clinics. They murder more than all
–Marcus Tullius Cicero
guns do.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
Save some of those buildings, Trump's win in November will
set Pelosi off again, but with God's help she will be out of office. • Etymologically,
Great
Sorry folks, this ain't me till I'm mad enough. Forgive me Britain means ‘great land of
Lord for my short comings.
the tattooed’.
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COURTESY PHOTO/RICHARD AND JOYCE MAENPAA

This picture at one of the entrances to Wauchula was taken in 1965.
The civic clubs represented on the sign gave newcomers a welcome
to the community as well as an introduction to the clubs available.
Represented are the Lions Club, which at that time was meeting at
Knight's Restaurant on Thursdays at 12:05 p.m.; Kiwanis Club, which
was meeting at the Woman's Club on Tuesdays at 12:05 p.m.; Hardee
County Jaycees, Knight's Restaurant, Fridays at noon; Wauchula Masonic Lodge #17, 2nd and 4th Mondays; and the Wauchula Elks
Lodge, no time shown. These clubs were, and some still are, a vital
part of our community. Buck Kelly, now deceased and former owner
of The Herald-Advocate, spent many an afternoon at the Wauchula
Elks Club playing cards with friends. The Elks Club and Jaycees have
since closed here in Wauchula. The Kiwanis Club, Lions Club, and
the Masonic Lodge still meet in Wauchula.. The Rotary Club and
Wauchula Moose Lodge are now active in Wauchula. The clubs are
not holding regular meetings at this time due to COVID-19.

SHARE YOUR OLD PHOTOS WITH US!
Take readers on a walk down Memory Lane by sharing your photos
from Hardee County’s past. Bring your submissions to the newspaper office
at 115 S. Seventh Ave. or mail to
The Herald-Advocate, P.O. Box 338, Wauchula., FL 33873.
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You Had To Fit In The Box …
When my mother and father
first married, the preacher at
my family’s church came to
welcome my mother to the
community. As the pastor
made inquiries about my
mother’s spiritual status, he
found out she accepted Jesus
in her teens, at a revival in the
Methodist church in Venus
(Venus, Fla., not Venus, the
planet). A week or so later, my
mother, grandmother, uncle,
and aunt were baptized in a
pond, and brought into the fold
of the Baptist Church.
In the midst of finding out
my mother’s spiritual journey,
the preacher saw a deck of
cards on a side table. In those
days, some Baptists objected
to the playing of cards. I’m not
sure why. It might have been
because playing cards was associated with gambling. Or
maybe, as comedian Chonda
Pierce extrapolates, playing
cards was thought to lead to
beer. Beer, at that time, was
considered the root of all evil.
The preacher concluded his
visit, and my mother thought
no more about it. That is, until
the next Sunday. In his sermon
the preacher railed against the
loose morals of the young people in the community. He
roundly condemned drinking,
dancing, going to the movies,
and working on the Sabbath.
Then in shocked tones, he
gave the example of visiting a
newlywed couple and discovering playing cards in their
home. It was a small church
and my parents were the only
newlywed couple in the
church. It was as close to naming a name without naming a
name as he could go.
I remember my mother
telling me the story years later.
She said she almost died of
embarrassment. Never mind
my father’s father had been a
preacher. Never mind that she
lived with her mother-in-law,
who did not object to having a
deck of cards in her house.
Never mind her sister-in-laws,
their husbands, and their chil-

dren were in the congregation
that day and met the preacher’s
denouncement with icy stares.
Mama said she wanted to
crawl under the church and
never come back.
That day in September
1945, the preacher drew a box
and told everyone that if you
followed Jesus, you had to fit
in his box. If you liked to cut a
rug, you did not fit in the box.
If you went to the movies, you
did not fit in the box. If you
took a drink of alcohol, you
did not fit in the box. And, if
you liked to play cards, you
did not fit in the box.
Church people still draw
boxes and demand people fit
inside them. The boxes change

tie the box to the promise of
heaven. “If you want to go to
heaven,” they say, “then you
have to get in our box.”
Jesus never talked about
boxes. Instead, he said, “Follow me.” If you follow Jesus,
you arrive at heaven, because
you have a relationship with
him, not because you fit in a
box. Ironically, it is harder to
follow Jesus than getting in a
box. If you get in a box, all you
must do is stay in the box.
Staying in the box is passive;
following Jesus is active. If
you follow Jesus, you must
stay close enough to see where
he is going. You must talk to
him about your journey. When
Jesus says to stop and rest, you

from church to church. There
are not too many churches left
that tell you not to dance or go
to the movies or play cards.
Maybe they all went out of
business because they were
majoring on the minors.
I have known churches that
build a box around a certain
translation of the Bible. If you
do not read that translation,
you are not going to heaven.
Another church I know says
your truth can be anything you
want it to be. If you were to
participate in that church and
suggest there might be such a
thing as absolute truth, you
would find their box is just as
restrictive as a church that insists on using a specific translation.
Not too long ago, a woman
asked me, “If I follow Jesus,
do I have to become a Republican?” Of course, the answer
is “no.” Partisan politics are
just another box that church
people try to insist you get in.
When a church insists on adherence to a box, they usually

stop and rest. When Jesus says,
go, you go. Your focus is on
him.
When that story my mother
told me flits across my consciousness, I cannot help but
wonder: What if my parents let
the preacher’s box chase them
away from church? What if the
preacher’s box chased them
away from Jesus? Then I get a
picture in my mind. I do not
know if it is true or not; but the
picture is of Jesus and the disciples, gathered around a fire
in the cool Galilean evening,
going over the day, Jesus explaining his teachings. Then,
as conversation lags, Jesus
turns to Simon Peter and says,
“You want to play a game of
cards?”
Hardee County native Clay
Smith is lead pastor at Alice
Drive Baptist Church in
Sumter, S.C. He and his
brother and sister still own the
family ranch in the Lemon
Grove community east of
Wauchula. You can follow him
at unlikelyclay.com.

Trivia Test

Someone Cares

By Fifi Rodriguez

RUNAWAY HOTLINE

8. SCIENCE: What is the
chemical symbol for copper?
9. FOOD & DRINK:
What is venison?
10. MEASUREMENTS:
How many cubic feet are in a
cubic yard?

1-800-621-4000
or
1-800-786-2929

By Rilla Cooper
773-6710
Greetings from Fort Green.
We had a wonderful church service last Sunday. Arden Rawls was back on the piano, the
first time in about three months and Joann Dunn
was on the organ, just like old times.
Alice Faye Moye is still home under quartinne from the virus and is certainly missed but
we were so happy Arden was able to return as
Paul Clark, who played last week is singing
with Peace River Quartet. They are singing near
Orlando. Just another example of how the Lord
provides. We are so thankful Arden is in remission and please continue to pray for her.
Some important dates for ones who attend
Fort Green Baptist Church: beginning Aug. 2,
which is not far away, we will have morning
services in the church house beginning at 11
a.m., evening services will be at 6 p.m., and
Wednesday night services at 7 p.m. Please mark
these dates on your calendar and please wear
masks to try and keep everyone safe.
There will be a business meeting on Aug. 12
at 7 p.m.
We had a first time visitor last Sunday,
Janelle from Riverview. I ask her if the one near
Tampa or one in Wauchula which drew a laugh
as she said Tampa and did not know we had a
Riverview. She said if she returns when things
are better, maybe we could show it to her.
We have a tremendous amount of people that
need serious prayer in our community and in
Florida. Kimberly and Derrick Grimsley, Gwen
Albritton’s grandchildren, live in Fort Meade
and they both have the virus as do their two
older children. So far, the three younger ones
do not have but Kimberly was taken to the Bartow hospital in an ambulance last week and
they gave her some treatment and prescriptions
and had to send her home as she was advised
there was no room, the halls were full of patients and ER rooms were full. This should let
you know this is a serious time.
The Godwin family who is associated with
our church had a serious tragedy Sunday morning with at least one death resulting from an
auto accident. Of course most everyone has
heard of the tragedy near Frostproof where
three fishermen were beaten and then killed.
Edith Bassett is back in the hospital but this

time in Virginia. The same thing, and not
COVID-19, but a life threatening disease.
George Wilson is having some heart problems
and this is probably old news to some, but I recently heard about it. Mabel Williamson had serious jaw surgery and not feeling like climbing
any mountains. She and James have new vehicles. Betty Abbott is still in the Wauchula hospital. Gary Jones has been sick or that is what a
friend of Sherman’s told him. That is quite a
few who need prayer and I am sure more if we
listed the ones you know in need of prayer.
On a happy note Lee, Chrysta and Makayla
Chancey enjoyed the beach last week. Lee had
a black gift bag at church last Sunday and I
wondered who is turning 50 but it is still a mystery.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Ron
Mink. Not too long ago a brother passed away
and now another has passed who lived in Kentucky. It is bad enough to lose one but two in
such a short period of time.
If my older brother had not passed away 40
years ago, he would turn 85 on July 26.
As I have said before you always miss your
loved ones and I think more on their special
days. Something that helped me when my family began dying at what I thought was a young
age, at first I thought I no longer needed to pray
for them but then decided I would continue because I had done it for so many years, but I
would bring up a happy picture in my mind.
This seemed to help me, like Mama and Daddy
sitting on the front steps, watching us kids play
and then when my older brother, him sitting in
his favorite chair watching the Georgia Bulldogs run over the Gators.
Esther Albritton called me and requested
prayer for herself in the wake of a recent unpleasant experience.
I heard Betty Eason was in the hospital recently with blood pressure problems. This can
be difficult to regulate so please pray for her.
We were next door neighbors when I first
moved to Hardee County.
Please pray for each other, the pandemic to
end, our nation, President Trump and me as I
must buy a new computer this week. This one
has messed up its last time.

This Month In History:
• July 25, 1909 - The world's first international overseas airplane flight was
achieved by Louis Bleriot in a small monoplane. After asking, "Where is England?" he took off from France and landed in England near Dover, where he
was greeted by British police.
• July 26, 1944 - The U.S. Army began desegregating its training camp facilities. Black platoons were then assigned to white companies in a first step toward battlefield integration. However, the official order integrating the armed
forces didn't come until July 26, 1948, signed by President Harry Truman.
• July 26, 1945 - The U.S. Cruiser Indianapolis arrived at Tinian Island in the
Marianas with an unassembled Atomic bomb, met by scientists ready to complete the assembly.

ANSWERS
1. Rome, Italy
2. Mudville
3. Groot
4. 40
5. George
Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Theodore
Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln
6. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
7. Fear of public speaking
8. Cu
9. Deer meat
10. 27
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1. GEOGRAPHY: Which
capital city is located on the
Tiber River?
2. LITERATURE: What
is the home team of the main
character in the baseball poem
"Casey at the Bat"?
3. MOVIES: What is the
name of the treelike character
in "Guardians of the Galaxy"?
4. GAMES: How many
spaces are in a standard Monopoly playing board?
5. U.S. PRESIDENTS:
Who are the four presidents
whose likenesses are carved
into Mount Rushmore?
6. TELEVISION: What
city is the setting for the sitcom "Laverne & Shirley"?
7. PSYCHOLOGY: What
fear is represented in the condition known as glossophobia?

Fort Green News

Est. 1968

Hanchey’s Carpets
Mobile
863-781-4027
Jimmy Hanchey
Serving the ENTIRE Heartland Area
✔ Carpet ✔ Vinyl ✔ Plank ✔ Wood . . . all at GREAT Reduced Prices!

Low Prices • Quality Workmanship • Free Estimates
You don’t need to come to us . . . We come to you!!!

We Install What We Sell And We Move Furniture
7:9-30c

You Can Help End The Abuse
CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE

1-800-422-4453
7:23,30c
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Protecting Lives: The Greatest Responsibility
Just how effective are face
masks in saving lives from the
coronavirus that has become
the plague of the 21st Century?
By all accounts, they are remarkably effective.
Perhaps more remarkable,
aside from an all-out quarantine of most of the world,
they’re the most effective option we have.

Medicine hasn’t been this
simple since we believed that
“an apple a day keeps the doctor away,” arguably an unproven oversimplification of
the benefits of a healthy diet.
Despite a White House
which tends to dismiss any science that it doesn’t understand
as “a hoax” and attempts to discredit its own most authorita-

Let that soak in for a minute.
Until medical science develops
a vaccine, the most effective
measure we have is a disposable paper mask, or a handmade cloth mask resembling
the ones we wore in the childhood game of good guys vs.
bad guys.
By way of comparison, in
my youth, it took inoculations,
and later a medication dispensed on a sugar cube, to protect against polio. And it took a
vaccination needle that produced a tell-tale scar to protect
against small pox.
But this century’s plague can
be largely defeated with masks.

tive expert on infectious
diseases, the key to arresting
the coronavirus pandemic
seems to rest in a mask.
A local data scientist in
whom I have great confidence
has been tasked by her employer with studying the effectiveness of masks in fighting
the pandemic in the 22 counties in eight states in which the
company has manufacturing
plants.
Her research tracks the effectiveness of mask ordinances
in counties in which citizens
are required — not just “urged”
— to wear masks which protect not only the wearers but

also those with whom they
come into contact.
It works, and not just “pretty
well.” It saves lives.
The key word to this success
is “required.” Suggestions just
aren’t enough.
Further, mask ordinances
have been shown to be most effective when they place the requirement where it belongs —
on citizens who venture out
into public places, not on merchants who are expected to enforce the law against violators.
Hey, isn’t this why we have
law enforcement officers?
The coronavirus is not a
hoax; more than 130,000
American deaths should be
enough to prove that.
Masks save lives, pure and
simple.
That’s if and only if they are
worn.
Does government at every
level have any greater responsibility than protecting the lives
of its citizens?
In my opinion, it does not.
–––
(S. L. Frisbie is retired. At the
age of 79, he is in the prime
target group for coronavirus
infection. He also has three
adult children and six grandchildren whom he wants to see
protected. One of his children
is a local data scientist.)

AdventHealth Begins Limiting
Procedures At Some Regional Hospitals
By ASHLEY JEFFERY
Special To The Herald-Advocate

As the number of COVID19 cases continue to rise, we
know there will be increased
pressure on our capacity. While
we have capacity at this time,
our hospitals continue to
closely monitor the situation
and make necessary adjustments so we can continue to
provide the best care for all of
our patients.
In anticipation of increased
demand, effective Friday, July
17, the following AdventHealth West Florida Division hospitals in the greater
Tampa Bay area will pause the
scheduling of any elective surgeries that require an overnight
night stay, as long as the procedure can be safely delayed with
no risk to the patient.
The following hospitals are
impacted:
–AdventHealth
Carroll-

wood;
–AdventHealth Dade City;
–AdventHealth North Pinellas;
–AdventHealth Tampa;
–AdventHealth
Wesley
Chapel; and
–AdventHealth Zephyrhills
At this time, the hospital
continues to perform same-day
surgeries and procedures that
do not require an overnight
stay.
“The ability to care for our
community in the safest way
possible is our top priority,”
said Mike Schultz, President
and CEO of AdventHealth
West Florida Division. “We
will continue to closely monitor and evaluate the impact of
COVID-19 in our facilities and
we strategic processes in place
that we are prepared to activate
and implement to ensure we
are keeping our patients, employees, physicians and com-

munity safe.”
AdventHealth has sufficient
personal protective equipment
(PPE), ventilators and specialized equipment available to
quickly and safely convert existing spaces in the hospital,
such as the Progressive Care
Unit (PCU) to ICU/critical care
rooms, if needed due to increased demand.
The planning and protocols
AdventHealth put in place earlier this year, including strict
safety guidelines, quarantining
of COVID-19 patients in designated units and care areas,
and enhanced cleaning and infection control measures, has
enabled us to continue providing high-quality care for our
patients.
Ashley Jeffery is the Communications Manager for AdventHealth and can be reached
at Ashley.Jeffery@AdventHealth.com.

Courtesy Photo/UF/IFAS

UF researchers have some new tips that may help prevent damage like seen at the
grove above following Hurricane Irma.

Experts Outline Hurricane Prep,
Recovery For Citrus Growers
By BRAD BUCK
Special To The Herald-Advocate

Like all farmers, Florida’s
citrus producers must prepare
for the worst before a hurricane strikes. That’s why Fernando Alferez co-wrote a
manual that gives growers tips
on how to get their citrus farm
ready for – and recover from –
the potentially dangerous
storms.
It’s not just coastal counties,
where the storms hit first, that
are right in the path of destruction. Even inland areas, where
much Florida citrus grows, are
vulnerable.
“Hurricanes are very big
systems, and their impacts
often extend hundreds of miles
away from the eye,” said
Alferez, an assistant professor
of horticultural sciences at the
UF/IFAS Southwest Florida
Research and Education Center. “One would tend to think
that Southwest Florida is most
prone to hurricane damage and
think about Irma in 2017 or
Wilma in 2005. Those were
devastating for the southwest
part of Florida.”
But commercial citrus operations throughout Florida can
experience a hurricane’s wrath.
Hurricanes Charley, Frances
and Jeanne struck Florida in

2004. They impacted mostly
the central Florida citrus region. Hurricane Michael in
2018 impacted the mandarinproducing areas in the Panhandle, not to mention strikes in
the east coast damaging the
grapefruit industry, said
Alferez.
To try to minimize damage
to citrus farms, Alferez outlines the three most important
aspects of preparing for a hurricane:
–Initial site planning is important. In general, ensure
good drainage. Then, maintain
the drainage infrastructure because flood prevention is key
for citrus trees to survive.
–Know and take care of
your farm. Have an inventory
of everything in place and updated.
–Know your employees and
care about them, train them
and make sure you have insurance for the farm.
–Have an emergency plan
that includes follow-up and recovery plans. Have a clear
chain of command.
After the storm strikes – before you do anything else –
make sure it’s safe to get into
the farm. If it is, document all
damage. That includes taking
photos. This will help with insurance claims. Then, start
grove and tree recovery.
Some citrus varieties seem
to be able to withstand the
storms better than others,
Alferez said.
“What we have seen so far
is that Swingle rootstock and
trifoliate rootstocks behave

well and are not easily uprooted,” he said. “On the contrary, rootstocks such as Flying
Dragon and Volkameriana did
not perform well.”
Alferez and Mongi Zekri, a
multi-county specialized citrus
agent for UF/IFAS Extension
in Southwest Florida, co-authored the guide. They wrote
the document after the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Southeast Climate Hub asked
Alferez to develop a technical
manual for citrus producers to
build resilience to and recover
from hurricanes or tropical
storms.
The request came after
Alferez spoke at a conference
in Gainesville in November
2018. There, he talked about
the effects of Hurricane Irma
on citrus production in Southwest Florida. From there, the
Climate Hub decided to develop a technical manual to
help producers – farmers,
foresters and livestock/grazing
land managers – in the southeastern United States build resilience to and recover from
hurricane events.
“The end product would be
a consolidation of the best
available management practices on citrus into one uniformly designed manual that
could be used by Extension
agents to provide preparatory
and recovery resource-specific
guidance to citrus producers,”
Alferez said.
Brad Buck is a communications specialist with UF/IFAS
and can be reached at bradbuck@ufl.edu.

Camp More For Less
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Obituaries
In Memory

CLARA JO
TOMLINSON
Clara Jo Tomlinson, 82,
returned to her heavenly
home on July 15, 2020. Her
devotion to her family and
her firm belief in her Savior,
Jesus Christ gave her peace
in this transition.
Clara Jo was born on May
15, 1938, in Avon Park, to
the late Virgil and Myrl Still.
She started singing in church
in grade school. In high
school, she and her sister,
Shirley, formed a duet called
The Still Sisters and they
performed on a TV program
in Tampa. Clara, Shirley and
a friend Laverne Hill went
on to form a trio called the
Happy Three and traveled
the country performing
gospel music concerts.
Clara Jo worked as a
ward secretary at Walker
Memorial Hospital in Avon
Park for several years. She
later worked for the High-

SHARAN DAWN
SHAFFER
Sharan Dawn Shaffer, 67, of
Zolfo Springs, died July 5,
2020.
She was born on Oct. 2,
1952, in Evanston, Ill., to
Frederick and Shirley Plat.
Arrangements were by
Ponger-Kays-Grady Funeral
Homes and Cremation Services.

Bible
Trivia
By Wilson Casey
1) Is the book of Joshua in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?
2) In the parable of the 10
female virgins, five were
called "wise, but why were the
other five called "foolish"?
Washing stones, Forgot oil for
their lamps, Daytime sleeping,
Gossiping
3) From 2 Kings 9, what
creatures ate the carcass of
Jezebel? She-bears, Dogs,
Frogs, Worms
4) What was the first bird
released from Noah's Ark?
Raven, Pigeon, Sparrow, Dove
5) In Proverbs 15, what
does "a soft answer turneth
away"? Wisdom, Scorn,
Wrath, Fear
6) From Joshua 2 who hid
two spies on a roof? Hosea,
Ezra, Satan, Rahab
ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Forgot oil for their lamps
(Matthew 25); 3) Dogs; 4)
Raven; 5) Wrath; 6) Rahab
Comments? More Trivia? Gift
ideas? Visit www.TriviaGuy.
com
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

lands County School Board
and then at the Hardee
County School Board in the
Agricultural Department and
received awards from the
FFA. Clara Jo was very active in her church and taught
Sunday School in both
Florida and Georgia. She
was an avid crafter, loved
fishing, gardening and collecting seashells.
Clara Jo was preceded in
death by her parents; and her
son, Larry Eugene Pipkin.
She is survived by her
loving husband, Frank
“Roland” Tomlinson; her
sister, Shirley Ann Curl
(Arthur);
her
brother,
Howard Maxwell Still; her
sister-in-law, Bonita Collins
(Benny); and her children,
John V. Pipkin (Lisa), Angela Kay Limppo (Ron),
Mitchell F. Tomlinson
(Sharon), Angela Lee Frazier (Garland), and Roland
“Scott” Tomlinson (Tracy).
She is also survived by 15
grandchildren, numerous
great-grandchildren, greatgreat grandchildren, and
nieces and nephews.
There will be a small memorial service held at a later
date. In lieu of flowers,
please make a donation in
her name to Hospice or a
church of your choice.
Arrangements were by
Fountain Funeral Home,
Avon Park.

Forever In Our
Hearts

BERNICE ANN
STACHOW
August 28, 1922 - July 19, 2020

Bernice Ann Stachow, 97,
passed away in Wauchula.
She was born Aug. 28, 1922,
in her hometown Racine,
Wis. You might have known
her as Bea and when you
said her name she would always say “Be Nice”. She
was very proud of her heritage and would always let
you know she was a Polack.
Bernice loved living in
Racine where she frequently
visited the Racine Zoo,
Wind Point, Racine Beach
and Petrifying Springs Park.
Bea was preceded in
death by her parents, Anton
and Ludwika (Wojciak) Stachow, her sister Stella and
Wally Supiano, her brother
Felix Stachow and brotherin-law Art Baker. She is survived by her sister, Mary
Lou (Stachow) Baker and
sister-in-law Lorraine (Bed-

Death Notice

ner) Stachow. Also many
nieces and nephews.
She was a Devout
Catholic and a longtime
member of St. Johns Nepomuk church. She was also a
longtime active member of
the Christian Mother’s Society. She was a kind, considerate and giving person. Not
coming from a wealthy family she still found the time
and the resources to send
care packages to her family
in Poland. A quote often
said by her and her sisters
“the joy of living is giving”.
After retiring from Hamilton
Beach she continued working at Ametek Lamb. Bea
played tennis in her younger
years and switched to golf
later on. Bea enjoyed doing
crafts and she would always
say “everything can be used
twice”. She had many really
dear friends and loved to
travel to Europe, Florida and
Canada, just to mention a
few. Even though cooking
was not her favorite thing to
do, every year the entire
family would celebrate the
4th of July at her house. And
last but not least, we can’t
forget to mention her love
for working in her backyard.
Her vegetable garden, fruit
trees, grape vines, beautiful
lawn and of course her gorgeous flowers. She did it all.
After being diagnosed
with dementia Bea lived at
St. Monica’s Assisted Living
in Racine for five years and
truly enjoyed it. But when
her younger sister moved to
Florida the family decided to
take her with them, where
she became a member of the

Wauchula Garden Club. Her
sister, Mary Lou, gave Bea
the happiest final years anyone could ask for. Her final
days were spent surrounded
by family and friends that
were truly blessed to have
her in their life and she will
be forever remembered.
I may be gone but please
don’t cry
Death is not the last
goodbye
Death releases me of my
pain
There will come a day we
will meet again
Don’t be blue and don’t be
sad
Think back to the fun we
had
I am always here I hear you
speak
In time of trouble its me
you seek
You don’t see me but I see
you
I will do my best to pull
you through
Speak to me and I will hear
Never far I am always near
Be brave do not cry
See you again it’s not
goodbye
By John F Connor
Expressions of comfort
may
be
made
at
robartsfh.com.

Robarts Family
FUNERAL HOME
WAUCHULA

Provided as a courtesy of
Robarts Family Funeral Home

CYNTHIA ANN BRAGG
Cynthia Ann Bragg, age 69,
of Wauchula, died Tuesday,
July 14, 2020. Cremation
services were by StephensonNelson Funeral Home, Avon
Park.

OBITUARY
POLICY
The Herald-Advocate
publishes obituaries free
of charge as a public
service. A one-column
photo of the deceased
may be added for $15.

Forms showing the information which may be included in a free obituary
are available at local funeral homes or at our office. All obituaries,
however, must be submitted by a funeral
home.
Paid obituaries may
include additional information and rememberances.
Funeral homes can
submit obituaries to
obits@the heraldadvocate.com.

Protect The Vulnerable
Report Elder Abuse
or Neglect

1 (800) 962 2873

Guiding Young People To Make A Difference
As Jeannie Gaffigan endured her arduous recovery
from the surgery that removed
a life-threatening tumor from
her brain stem, she felt overwhelmed by a desire to work
with the youth of her Catholic
parish in New York City, Old
St. Patrick’s. Her oldest son
and daughter had received the
sacrament of Confirmation,
and she wasn’t sure what their
spiritual formation would look
like from that point forward.
During an interview on
“Christopher Closeup,” Jeannie explained that she and another mother brought together
some preteens and teens, asking what societal needs they
saw and what they felt they
could accomplish. The adults
taught the group about raising
money and collecting items,
and they called this group the
St Patrick’s Warriors. As time
passed, they interacted with a
youth group from Ascension
Church called The Spirit
Squad, which was so large
that they started a food pantry
for food-insecure people in
their neighborhood. They
eventually crossed paths with
a Jewish youth group doing
similar service work. That’s
when Jeannie experienced an
epiphany.
She said, “In the Gospel,
Jesus [says to go] to the ends
of the earth. In New York
City, you don’t have to go to
the ends of the earth. We’re in
the middle of all these vibrant
cultures and groups of people
who are doing good. That’s
very much [in line] with The
Christophers: What are we

doing to uplift and be a light
in the darkness?” And so, The
Imagine Society was born to
unite diverse youth groups
from the city under one umbrella organization.

HORST
WITSCHONKE
Horst Witschonke, 82, of
Ona, died on July 15, 2020,
in Wauchula.
Horst was born on Dec.
31,1937, in Berlin, Germany,
to Aruthur and Marie
Witschonke. He was employed as an engineer working for the United States
government. Horst came to
this area in 1999 from
Chicago, Ill. He enjoyed
scuba diving, golf, tennis and
handball when he was not
working. He was a member
of the Wauchula Lions Club.
He is survived by his wife,
Maria Witschonke of Ona;
his son, Neal Witschonke, of
Fargo, N.D.; and his daughter, Sonja Mess, of Glenview,
Ill.; and five grandchildren.
He was preceded in death
by his son, Kurt Witschonke;
and his grandson, David
Mess.
Online condolences
may be made at
pongerkaysgrady.com

Ponger-Kays-Grady
Funeral Home &
Cremation Services
Wauchula

of our activities to support the
frontline workers and the victims that are most affected,”
Jeannie explained. “When you
do something meaningful and
you think about other people,

Flash
Back
By Mick Harper
One of the Imagine Society’s projects was held at Ascension Church. It was a
pop-up shelter in which 20
homeless men received food,
shelter, and an experience of
community for one night.
Jeannie said, “We had the kids
from the different groups plan
the menu, the decor, the
goody bags … with a little
hand sanitizer and lots of
[other] items. And one of the
most beautiful parts of the
evening was the engagement
and conversation. The kids sat
down at the table and brought
over a cup of coffee, and
brought out the [playing]
cards and the Jenga, and had
conversations. It was this
amazing unification of all
these different kids and cultures and acts of service. We
got so much out of it.”
Plans for future events
shifted when the coronavirus
pandemic hit and everyone
had to shelter at home. But the
Imagine Society quickly
adapted and came up with
ways they could still help
those in need. “We pivoted all

your own mental health and
well-being is completely
changed. It was important for
all of us, the teenagers and the
adults, to feel connected and
feel like we were… not powerless and not victims, and
that we were able to offer our
support and love in the middle
of this pandemic.”
As a mother of five, wife
and writing partner of comedian Jim Gaffigan, and coleader of two youth groups,
Jeannie accomplishes a lot.
But she says, “I could not do
anything without begging the
Blessed Mother to help me
every day. If it was up to me,
I would be lying in bed watching Netflix all day eating ice
cream. But I feel like something bigger than me is pushing me to do this stuff. I feel
motivated by a higher purpose.”
For free copies of the Christopher News Note HOW GOD
CAN LIGHT YOUR WAY,
write: The Christophers, 5
Hanover Square, New York,
NY 10004; or e-mail:
mail@christophers.org

YOU Can Appear In . . .

Poet’s Place
Are you a poet? Let us show it! Your work could be published
in this newspaper in “Poet’s Place,” a weekly feature which
relies solely on reader submissions. Poems must be your own
original work, written by you, not someone else. To appear in
this feature, send your poetry, name and town of residence
to: Poet’s Place, The Herald-Advocate, P.O. Box 338,
Wauchula, FL 33873, fax 863-773-0657 or email editor@
TheHeraldAdvocate.com.

ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS
If you are moving or changing your
address, please let our subscription
department know as soon as possible
so your service will not be delayed.
7:23c

In Memory

863-773-3255

1. Leontyne Price and
Dionne Warwick were related
to which singer?
2. Where did Billy Idol's
1983 "Rebel Yell" get its
name?
3. Name the first group to
release "Soul Deep."
4. Which artist had his
biggest hit with "You Don't
Know What You've Got (Until
You Lose It)"?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: "Sweet dreams
and flying machines in pieces
on the ground."
ANSWERS
1. Whitney Houston. They
were all cousins. Houston died
in 2012 after a long career during which she was named by
Guinness as one of the mostawarded female artists of all
time.
2. Idol was with some of
the Rolling Stones when they
were drinking a bottle of bourbon called "Rebel Yell." The
song has been used in the
video game "Guitar Hero
World Tour."
3. The Box Tops, in 1969. It
was the last time the group
would hit the Top 40 in the
U.S.
4. Ral Donner, an Elvis
sound-alike, in 1961.
5. "Fire and Rain," by
James Taylor in 1970. Legend
says that he wrote the song in
response to the suicide of his
childhood friend Suzanne. The
"flying machine" reference
wasn't about a plane crash ... it
was about his band Flying Machine.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

HARDEE COUNTY
KIDS NEED
HARDEE COUNTY
HELP!
Ease a dependent child’s
way through the court system. Volunteer to be a
Guardian Ad Litem.

773-2505
(If office unattended, please leave
message.)
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Peavy’s Ponderings
By Jonell Peavy
Sugar Possum of the late Truman Thomas

Thursday started out just like any other day for me. Got up,
had my coffee, then did a few chores. After lunch I decided to
go to the vet's office to get the flea meds for the babies. That was
my priority for the day.
A little after 2:30 I pulled out of the driveway, then onto the
highway. Just as I got on the highway there was this bump,
bump, bump every time the wheel rolled over. You guessed it —
flat tire.
The tire was just a few months old, but I had run over something and it had punctured my tire. I didn't even know if I had a
spare or how to get to it since I had never had reason to check
for a spare. All other cars I've had, the spare was located in the
trunk. Not this one. I had to get my owner's manual out to locate
the spare and to see if I even had one.
First, let me say I have changed more flat tires than I care
to count. I changed my first tire when I was 16 years old. Daddy
left his car with me so I could do an errand for Mom and him
while they were at work.
I took them to work, and since they were working outside
he told me to come pick them up if it looked like it was going to
rain. Sure enough, it looked like rain so I thought I better go get
them. I didn't think he would be too happy with me if they got
wet.
The car had a flat tire and I had never changed one, but I
had watched Daddy so many times that I was able to change the
tire and go pick them up.
As we were headed home I told Daddy I had changed the
tire. He made me stop the car while he checked to see if it was
safe to drive. All was well.
Back to my car. I located the jack, which I had trouble taking
out of the hole it was in. It looked as if it had never been used,
and I had to oil it before it would even turn. Then the jack handle
was placed over what looked like the head of a bolt. As you
turned the jack handle it lowered a cable under the car with your
tire attached. My next problem was loosening the lug nuts. I had
to put a metal pipe over the tire tool because it was so short and
I wasn't strong enough to turn it.
With the help of the pipe it was a piece of cake, but at this
point I was hot and aggravated and decided to take a break and
cool off. While I was taking a break Buddy called. When I told
him I was changing a tire, boy did I get a lecture. I was told not
to go near that car and he could be there shortly to change it for
me. They want to do everything for me, but I like to do things
for myself. I just had never had a car where you had to get to
your spare tire by way of a cable.
I know I could have changed it after my break but it did
seem good to let someone else do it. Thank God for children and
family.
Jonell Peavy lives in Avon Park and can be reached at 863-4533589.

Notices
NOTICE
The Hardee County School Board will hold the
regularly scheduled meeting Thursday, July 23,
2020 at 5:00 p.m.
The meeting will be held in the School Board
Meeting Room, 230 South Florida Avenue Wauchula, Florida.
7:23c

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Office of Hardee County Emergency Management invites you or your organization to participate in
the Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS) Working Group
for the coming year. The LMS/WG is a voluntary organization. The purpose of the LMS/WG is to decrease the vulnerability of the citizens, governments,
businesses and institutions of Hardee County to the
future human, economic, and environmental costs of
natural, technological, and societal disasters. Meeting
to discuss and identify mitigation strategies to help
lessen the impact of natural disasters as required by
FEMA and the Florida Division of Emergency Management.
The goal of this LMS meeting: Annual update of information regarding the LMS plan and working group.
Local Mitigation Strategy Working Group
Monday, July 27, 2020
10:00am – 11:00am

Courthouse Report
COUNTY COURT
The following marriage licenses were issued recently
in the Clerk of Courts Office:
Ryan Tyler Raulerson, 28,
of Zolfo Springs, and Jessica
Nicole Darty, 32, of Wauchula.
Claude Darren Ramsey, 50,
of Crossett, Ark., and
Chrustina Ann Diakomihalis,
38, of Wauchula.
Reynaldo Rodriguez, 53,
and Sanjuanita Castillo, 49.
Michael Anthony Moreno,
25, of Wauchula, and Kelly
Michelle Jung, 22, of Zolfo
Springs.
Jeffrey Dwayne Carlson,
50, of Sebring, and Jessica
Skitka Turner, 38, of
Wauchula.
Jeri Eve Fair, 26, of
Wauchula, and Keith Dalton
Newman, 31, of Wauchula.
Oneil Lemus, 27, of
Wauchula, and Gaby Montero,
25, of Wauchula.
The following civil actions
and small-claims cases were
filed in County Court.
Carolyn Joyce Coker and
Moye Partnership v. Issac
Harville and Sandra Provost,
complaint for tenant eviction.
Wauchula State Bank v. Updike Citrus Services LLC,
David Clinton Updike II and
Amanda L. Lang, civil complaint
seeking
between
$8,000-$15,000.
Midland Credit Management Inc. v. Jessica Hathaway,
small claims complaint seeking $2,130.51.
The following civil actions
and small-claims cases were
disposed of recently in
County Court.
Midland Funding LLC v.
Julian Rodriguez and Suncoast
Credit Union, final judgement
in garnishment and order directing garnishee to distribute
funds.
Ray Carranco Jr. v. Erika
Lott, final judgement for unlawful detainer.
Wayne C. Rickert, d/b/a
Crystal Lake Village, v. Len
Schlotter, final judgement for
attorney’s fees and costs in the
amount of $10,282.50.
The following criminal
traffic and misdemeanor
cases were disposed of recently in County Court.
William Antonio Paz, no
valid DL, plea of no contest to
failure to carry/exhibit DL, adjudication withheld, $200 fine,
to establish partial payment
plan within 10 days.
William Paz, giving false
ID to law enforcement, state to
drop charge.
Matthew Alan Hunt, trespass on property other than
structure/conveyance, entered
diversion.
Maria Mata, no valid DL,
plea of no contest to failure to
carry/exhibit DL, adjudication
withheld, $200 fine.

FILE NO. 2020-CP-00040

Meeting ID: 843 4900 6471

IN RE: ESTATE OF

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US

LARRY PAUL EURES
a/k/a LARRY EURES

The meeting is free and open to the public. Citizens
are encouraged to attend and participate in the
process.

Deceased.
_____________________________/

For more information, please call the Emergency
Management Office at 863-773-6373.

The administration of the estate of LARRY PAUL EURES
a/k/a LARRY EURES, deceased,
whose date of death was November 15, 2019, is pending in
the Circuit Court for Hardee
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 417
W. Main Street, Wauchula, FL
33873. The names and addresses of the personal representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.

Any person requiring special accommodations at the
public meeting because of a disability or physical impairment should contact the Office of Emergency
Management 863-773-6373.

7:16,23c

Publish Your Fictitious Name Notice
With The Herald-Advocate Today!
Not only do you meet the legal requirement for
publishing the notice, you’ll benefit from the
visibility in front of our readers. These are people seeking to learn about businesses in the
community and willing to do business with
your company.
Contact
The Herald-Advocate
for more information.
863-773-3255

Danielle Baker, domestic
battery, plea of no contest, adjudication withheld, sentenced
to 12 months of probation, 25
hours of community service,
alcohol evaluation and treatment, no contact with victim,
$677 fine, $250 fees.
Danielle Baker, violation of
domestic violence injunction,
state to drop charge.
Laurie Jean Nutter, no valid
DL, entered diversion.
Belinda Ann Balderas, no
valid DL, plea of no contest,
adjudicated guilty, sentenced
to 6 months of probation, 30
hours of community service,
$430 fine, $250 in fees, 5
hours minimum community
service hours per month.
Belinda Ann Balderas, possession of drug paraphernalia,
state to drop charge.
Florina Ramirez-Martinez,
no valid DL, plea of no contest, adjudication withheld,
$430 fine, $250 in fees, to establish partial payment plan.
Stephanie Nasha Lacrete,
driving
while
DL
suspended/revoked/cancelled,
plea of no contest to no valid
DL, adjudication withheld,
$430 fine, $150 fee, to establish a partial payment plan
within 10 days of court.
Rebecca Seay, domestic
battery, plea of no contest, adjudicated guilty, sentenced to
62 days in county jail, credit
for time served, $677 fine,
$250 in fees, to enter partial
payment plan within 10 days
of release from jail.
Alfredo Perada Jr., no valid
DL, plea of no contest, adjudication withheld, sentenced to 6
months of probation, 30 hours
of community service, $430
fine, $250 in fees.
Alfredo Perado Jr., driving
while DL suspended/revoked/
canceled and no registration
certificate, state to drop
charges.
Janet
Maricela
LuisVasquez, no valid DL, dismissed by court.
Hector Rodriguez, no valid
DL, plea of no contest, adjudication withheld, $430 fine, $75
fee, to establish partial payment plan by July 17.
Gary Allen Bragg, illegal
taking/possession of deer/
turkey freshly killed with gun
and light in or out of season
and taking wildlife on roads or
right-of-way, entered diversion.
Angel Antonio Perez
Lopez, misuse of wireless 911
system, entered diversion.
CIRCUIT COURT
The following civil actions
were filed recently in the office of the Circuit Court:
Mitchell James v. Mark
Inch, emergency petition for
writ of habeas corpus.
Rashad Ishmael Shabazz v.
Mark Inch, petition for writ of
habeas corpus.
The JR Paul Jr. Family Limited Partnership v. Lloyds of

Notices
______________________________
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HARDEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

Via Zoom - Join Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84349006471
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate on whom a copy of this notice is served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON
THEM.

London, complaint alleging
contract indebtedness.
The following civil actions
were disposed of recently in
Circuit Court:
Katie M. Kauffman v.
David Wayne Murphy, final
judgement of dissolution of
marriage.
The following felony criminal cases were disposed of
recently in Circuit Court:
Ronald Boyd, possession of
a firearm/ammunition/electronic weapon by a convicted
felon, criminal mischief,
felony battery, bond company
discharged, case set to no
bond.
Katherine Elizabeth Faulk,
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of synthetic
cannabinoids, plea of no contest, adjudicated guilty, sentenced to time served on
possession of drug paraphernalia, sentenced to 24 months of
probation on possession of
synthetic cannabinoids, substance abuse evaluation and
treatment, 6 month DL suspension, $520 fine, $700 in fees,
may early terminate probation
in 18 months if all conditions
are met.
Christina Evelyn Marshall,
burglary of a structure, burglary of a structure, grand
theft, criminal mischief above
$200 under $1,000, and introduction of contraband into
county facility, and possession
of a concealed handcuff key,
plea of no contest to two
counts of burglary of a structure, grand theft, and criminal
mischief above $200 under
$1,000, state to drop introduction of contraband into a
county facility and possession
of a concealed handcuff key
charges, adjudicated guilty of
criminal mischief above $200
under $1,000, adjudication
withheld on two counts of burglary of a structure and grand
theft; sentenced to time served
on criminal mischief above
$200 under $1,000, sentenced
to three years of probation for
two counts of burglary of a
structure and grand theft, probation to run concurrent, $520
fine, $600 in fees, 50 hours of
community service, no contact
with the victim, fines/fees can
be transferred to community
service at $10/hour, all monies
due within 33 months.
Ashley Lana Noles, possession of methamphetamine,
possession of drug paraphernalia, and possession of lorazepam, plea of no contest,
adjudicated guilty, sentenced
to time served for possession
of drug paraphernalia, sentenced to 3 years of probation
for possession of methamphetamine and possession of lorazepam, probation to run
concurrent, curfew of 10 p.m.
– 6 a.m., substance abuse evaluation and treatment, 6 month
DL suspension, $520 fine,

______________________________
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR HARDEE
COUNTY, FLORIDA
All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims
or demands against decedent's
estate must file their claim with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED
WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH IN SECTION
733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE,
ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE
DECEDENT'S DATE OF DEATH
IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication
of this Notice is July 16, 2020.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
BRANDON S. CRAIG, of
ABLES, CRAIG & LECONEY
Florida Bar No.: 0085800
551 South Commerce Avenue
Sebring, Florida 33870
Phone: (863) 385-0112
Facsimile: (863) 385-1284
Email: service@heartlandfloridalaw.com
Personal Representative:
IVAN R. EURES
Personal Representative
155 Old Bowling Green Road
Bowling Green, Florida 33834
7:16,23c
______________________________

CASE NO.: 252020CP000054
PROBATE DIVISION
JUDGE: MICHAEL E. RAIDEN
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
CAROLE L. SNYDER,
Deceased.
_____________________________/
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of CAROLE L. SNYDER, Deceased,
File
No.
252020CP000054, is pending in
the Circuit Court for Hardee
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is P.
O. Drawer 1749, Wauchula,
Florida 33873. The names and
addresses of the Personal Representative and the Personal
Representative's attorney are
set forth below.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
All persons on whom this notice
is served who have objections
that challenge the validity of the
Will, the qualifications of the
Personal Representative, venue,
or jurisdiction of this court are
required to file their objections
with this Court WITHIN THE
LATER OF THREE MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE
OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.

$700 in fees, curfew can be adjusted/modified for employment or religious obligations,
may transfer supervision to
Polk County.
Trevor Dillon Bryant, possession of hydromorphone,
possession of cannabis, possession of drug paraphernalia,
plea of no contest to possession of drug paraphernalia,
state to drop possession of hydromorphone and possession
of cannabis, adjudication withheld for possession of drug
paraphernalia, $430 fine, $325
in fees.
Mowgli Luna, sale of synthetic cannabis within 1,000
feet of a church and possession
of drug paraphernalia, plea of
no contest, adjudicated guilty
of possession of drug paraphernalia, adjudication withheld for sale of synthetic
cannabis within 1,000 feet of a
church, sentenced to time
served on possession of drug
paraphernalia, sentenced to 3
years of probation for sale of
synthetic cannabis within
1,000 feet of a church, 10 p.m.
– 6 a.m. curfew, curfew may
be modified for employment/
religious obligations, substance abuse evaluation and
treatment, $520 fine, $700 in
fees, all monies due within 33
months.
Charlie Lee Rivers, sell of
cocaine within 1,000 feet of a
church, motion for bail/pretrial
release granted, defendant released on own recognizance to
be supervised by probation.
The following deeds for
real estate transactions of
$10,000 or more were filed
recently in the Clerk of
Courts Office:
The Bank of New York
Mellon, FKA The Bank of
New York, as trustee for the
certificate holders of CWABS
Inc., to Trevino Management
Group Inc., for $120,800.
Denson Xavier, to Ronald P.
Lambert and Sharee Ellis
Adams, for $56,000.
John D. Freeman and Rose
E. Mitchell Freeman, to Justin
Cole Lavoy Griffin and
Tiffany Griffin, for $195,000.
4678 Holdings LLC, a
Florida limited liability company, to KH Sanders LLC, a
Florida limited liability company, for $53,000.
James D. Hill, as personal
representative of the Estate of
Daniel Hill, deceased, to Cynthia Hernandez, for $140,000.
Bryant Waters, Dustyn Waters, and Ryan Waters, trustees
of the Ernest Grove Trust, to
Buckhorn Nursery Ltd., a
Florida limited partnership, for
$453,600.
William Ronald Waters Jr.
and Rhonda Waters Frady, to
Truitt R. Waters, for $150,000.
Rhonda Waters Frady, to
William Ronald Waters Jr., for
$20,000.

All creditors of the Decedent
and other persons having claims
or demands against Decedent's
estate on whom a copy of this
notice is served within three
months after the date of the first
publication of this notice must
file their claims with this Court
WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE
OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims
or demands against the Decedent's estate must file their
claims with this Court WITHIN
THREE MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS, DEMANDS AND
OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
The date of the first publication
of this Notice is July 16, 2020.
PAUL BENNETT SEUSY, P.A.
Mailing Address:
PO Box 230, Arcadia, FL 34265
863-491-7285
Office
888-430-5940 Facsimile
By: Paul Bennett Seusy, Esquire
Attorney for Personal Representative
Reannon Juergensen, Personal
Representative
245 River Road
Zolfo Springs, FL 33890
7:16,23c
______________________________
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Couch Theater

Celebrity Extra

Video/DVD Previews

By Dana Jackson

By Amy Anderson

"The Hobbit"/"Lord of the
Rings": The twin trilogies of
Middle Earth start with the
story of hobbit Bilbo Baggins
and continue with his nephew
Frodo, each epic unfolding
over three weighty films. Director Peter Jackson takes you
from Bag's End past the gates
of Mordor on a stunning adventure through the works of
J.R.R. Tolkien. To go "there
and back again" you'll need 14
hours, 32 minutes.
Marvel Universe/Avengers:
If you're a subscriber of Disney
Plus, you're in luck. You can
stream all of the Marvel Cinematic Universe films — save
Hulk and the two Spider-Man
flicks — on the service. For the
wall to wall story of the
Avengers, you'll need a whopping 50 hours, give or take an
outtake.
Star Wars: A classic space series that spans generations and
is beloved by generations, the
seven episodes clock in at just
under 16 hours, no matter what
order you watch them in. (It's
hotly debated.) Add another 4
hours, 28 minutes if you add
"Rogue One" and "Solo" to the
watch list.
Harry Potter: Harry Potter
has come to Hogwarts, and you
can be there for every flick,
swish and "expelliarmus," but

you'll need right at 20 hours to
see all eight films of Harry,
Ron and Hermione taking on
He Who Must Not Be Named.
The Fast and the Furious:
Cars, cops, cons and cars are
the feature of this high-octanefueled franchise. There are
eight proper films, weighing in
just at 10 hours; add another 2
hours, 16 minutes for the spinoff "Hobbs and Shaw," with
more in the pipeline.
Star Trek: Sit in the captain's
chair for an extended voyage
on the USS Enterprise. Depending on who's at the helm,
your trip can last as long as
25.5 hours total — 11.5 with
William Shatner as Captain
Kirk, another 7.5 sailing with
Jean-Luc Picard (Patrick Stewart) and 6.5 hours back to Captain Kirk with Chris Pine at the
ready.
James Bond: Twenty-five
films, five sexy leading men
(Connery, Lazenby, Moore,
Dalton, Craig) and 53 whopping hours of intrigue will have
you shaken, not stirred.
Madea: Tyler Perry's mischievous matriarch from
"Diary of a Mad Black
Woman" makes 11 film appearances, from jail to witness protection to not one but two
Halloween films, covering a
little under 20 hours of commitment.
(Thanks to Bingeclock.com for
some time estimates.)
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Top 10
Movies
VIDEO ON DEMAND
1. Force of Nature (R)
Emile Hirsch, Mel Gibson
2. The Outpost (R) Caleb
Landry Jones, Scott Eastwood
3. The Invisible Man (R)
Elisabeth Moss, Oliver Jackson-Cohen
4. Bad Boys for Life (R)
Will Smith, Martin Lawrence
5. The Hunt (R) Betty
Gilpin, Hilary Swank
6. Sonic the Hedgehog
(PG) James Marsden, Jim Carrey
7. Jumanji: The Next Level
(PG-13) Dwayne Johnson,
Jack Black
8. 1917 (R) Dean-Charles
Chapman, George MacKay
9. Avengers:
Endgame
(PG-13) Robert Downey Jr.,
Chris Evans
10. Burden (R) Garrett
Hedlund, Andrea Riseborough
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

airing, I would imagine it
would be a few weeks to a
month after they begin filming.
Denise Richards, who plays
Shauna on "B&B," recently
talked about all the new safety
measures in place
since her return to
the set, including
that the crew would
wear masks. A publicist for the show also
stated that mannequins would be
used in scenes that
required "touching,"
but if that touching
involved more intimacy, as
soap operas often require, the
stars' significant others would
step in for the mannequins,
even wearing a wig if needed.
For example, Richards' real-life
husband, Aaron Phypers, is

1983, appears to have concluded his professional acting
career with the role of Jimmy
Moon on "7th Heaven."
***
Q: Where can I see the
new Tom Hanks World War
II movie? Is it in theaters? I
know that some movie theaters are showing older
movies, but what about this
new one?
-– D.K.
A: Oscar winner Tom
Hanks stars in "Greyhound," a
biographical film set during
WWII. It's not in movie theaters and is available to watch
only through the AppleTV+
streaming service, which is just
$4.99 a month for access to all
its content, not just this one
movie. (Go to Apple.com to get
started).
Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.co
m, or write me at KFWS, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

de Hollywood

Insi

Could "The Big Bang Theory" have a 13th season? If
there is one, CBS will have to
do it without Jim Parsons.
Even when it offered him $30
million, Parsons said "playing
Sheldon for 12 seasons was
quite enough," and that he's not
interested in revisiting the
show because "it was the right
time to leave." Talk around
CBS suggests moving Simon
Helberg (Howard Wolowitz)
into the central position. Kaley
Cuoco (Penny) said "Everyone
is rebooting, we might as well
do it, I didn't want to leave."
Parsons, now 47, has moved
on to other projects. In addition
to narrating and executive producing "Young Sheldon," he
starred in the Netflix series
"Hollywood" (which dropped
May 1) and the Netflix filming
of the 50th anniversary Broadway production of "The Boys
in the Band." Will "Bang" fans
accept a "Bang" without Sheldon? Stay tuned.
***
Leonardo DiCaprio will star
and produce the Netflix movie
version of the 2014 Oscarnominated
documentary

By Tony Rizzo
"Virunga," about the battle to
save the Congo's endangered
mountain gorillas. Leo won an
Oscar for wrestling a bear in
"The Revenant" (2015); maybe
he can do it again wrestling a
gorilla. He'll have to make big
monkey business to top that.
***
Here's a success story we
love. Amber Ruffin was hired
as a writer for Seth Meyers'
"The Late Show," but
they liked her so
much that he featured
her in on-camera
bits. The show recently passed the
1,000 mark, and
Meyers interviewed
her as he does his
big-name guests. She
also did several shows relating
the times she was arrested by
police without cause. NBC also
has taken notice and will star
her in "The Amber Ruffin
Show" for their new Peacock
streaming service. The weekly
series will show off her signature smart-and-silly take on the
week. Seth Meyers and Mike
Shoemaker are producing. A
star is born.

***
Anne Hathaway won a best
supporting actress Oscar for
"Les Miserables" (2012), followed by "Interstellar" (2014),
"The Intern" (2015), "Alice
Through the Looking Glass"
(2016), "Ocean's 8" (2018) and
"The Hustle" (2019). This year
she made the Netflix political
drama "The Last Thing He
Wanted," with Ben Affleck and
Willem Dafoe (debuted in February) and
the 2021 release of the
remake of the 1990
Anjelica Huston fantasy comedy "The
Witches," with Octavia
Spencer.
Somehow she found
time to wed businessman Adam Shulman in
2012 and have two young sons,
Jonathan and Jack. Hathaway
should produce and star in a
film about how she survived
her life imploding when her fiance, Raffaello Follieri, was
sentenced to four years in
prison for defrauding investors
out of millions. He was a devil
who didn't wear Prada!
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

July Observances:
• Cell Phone Courtesy Month
• Dog Days of Summer - July 3 - August 11
• National Blueberry Month
• National Anti-Boredom Month
7:16,23p

Just when you
thought you were
out, they pulled you
back in ... to self-isolation, that is. More
and more, it seems
it's in your self-interest to find a reason to
stay home. Well, I've
got you covered.
Here are eight film
collections that require a serious time commitment to work your way
through. Go ahead and order
the jumbo pack of microwave
popcorn. You're going to need
it!

Q: When will "The Young
and the Restless" return with
new episodes?
—E.S.
A: The only daytime drama
to continue with new episodes
during the pandemic has been
NBC's "Days of Our
Lives." While production was shut
down for all of Hollywood, "Days" reportedly had six
months of episodes
that hadn't aired yet.
CBS just announced
that "The Bold and
the Beautiful" would
begin airing new episodes the
week of July 20, and it appears
that the remaining soaps —
CBS' "The Young and the Restless" and ABC's "General Hospital" — are getting closer to
filming new stories.
As of this writing, "Y&R"
had planned to be back on the
set in mid-July, with "GH"
soon after that. According to
Deadline.com, "Days" has set a
tentative date of Sept. 1 to return to production. As for when
the new episodes will begin

doubling as Ridge Forrester in
any love scenes with her.
(Ridge is normally played by
actor Thorsten Kaye.)
***
Q: I was a huge fan of the
long-running family drama
"7th Heaven" and have been
wondering
if
Matthew
Linville, who played the recurring character of Jimmy
Moon, is any relation to the
late actor Larry Linville, who
played the sniveling Major
Frank
Burns
on
"M*A*S*H"? I had noticed
a bit of a resemblance between the two.
— T.M.
A: I haven't been able to
find any link that states former
child actor Matthew Linville is
related to the late Larry
Linville of "M*A*S*H." According to IMBd.com, Larry
was married five times before
his death in 2000 at the age of
60, but he had only one child, a
daughter named Kelly.
Matthew, who was born in

• Unlucky Month for weddings
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Louise Weis Has Loved To Paint Since Childhood
By JIM KELLY
Of The Herald-Advocate

Raised in a remote lake region of northern Wisconsin,
Louise Czarnecki moved to
Alaska when she was 12 years
old. As a child she was always
drawing lamps, horses, teddy
bears, etc. By the time she
reached the eighth grade she
produced her first oil painting.
Louise still has that painting,
which was a Florida lake scene
from a postcard given by her
teacher. She later would move
to Florida.
The artist served as president and art show chairperson
of the Ketchikan Art Gild and
began teaching drawing and
painting classes out of her studio in the early 1970s. In 1975
Louise started teaching at the
University of Alaska Southeast, Ketchikan campus, and
continued teaching there until
moving south to Wauchula.
"My parents owned a beer
joint in Wisconsin. We lived
seven miles from school. My
parents were not artists, but
three of us five kids had a natural ability to draw."
In 1978 Louise's husband
David Weis, now 84, retired as
a chemist after 20 years at
Ketchikan Pulp Company in
Alaska. He then became a fulltime commercial fisherman,
owning his own boat and having a state permit to catch
salmon. He also caught some
crabs, shrimp and halibut.
Louise, her husband, young
son Duane and daughter
Cheryl settled into Hardee
County in 1978 to help run the
family ranch and orange grove
in the winter months and returned to Alaska in the summer months to fish. They
enjoy the peaceful rural
lifestyle found in this area of

central Florida to this day.
Louise, 70, continues to
paint and teach in her studio,
which she established in 1985,
at 208 S. 10th Ave. in
Wauchula, in addition to being
a member of The Artists'
Group of Avon Park. The
Artists' Group Studio and
Gallery is located inside the
historic Jacaranda Hotel in
downtown Avon Park where
Louise and other group members show their artwork and
also teach classes for South
Florida State College's community education department.
The artist has had many exhibitions of her work throughout the years and has won
numerous awards for her
work. Her paintings, mostly
executed in acrylics or oils,
often reflect the beauty and
charm of the Florida landscape, its history and wildlife,
and are highly sought after by
those who love paintings of a
place they have been to and of
time gone by.
"I don't know where my interest or talent came from, but
I always loved to draw. I remember looking out of our old
car's slanted back window at
the beautiful fall leaves. And
after we moved from Wisconsin to Alaska there were the
mountains, totem poles, lush
green forests, and so many
other things to draw and paint.
Art was so popular in Alaska.
I think it was partly because of
the native arts plus with all the
rain in southeast Alaska you
had to have a hobby or go
crazy. I really can't imagine not
painting.
"I miss teaching at this time
and will be so happy when I
feel it is safe to start again
when this coronavirus outbreak is over."

Louise says in her paintings
she "tries to get close to what
God created. I am a realist."
She can paint a simple landscape in two days, but some
paintings such as a cattle drive
across a creek can take several
months.
She did commission paintings of boats in Alaska which
she described as an "artsy
place. I sold a lot of paintings
in Alaska."
Louise said she has taught
hundreds of students at her art
classes, including those at University of Alaska and South
Florida State College.
Most of her paintings now
are acrylics, but she also paints
in oils, watercolors and pastels.
She said Hardee County is
an agricultural area and people
here do not buy many paintings. "I maybe sell a couple a
year." An original painting by
Louise can sell for $200 to
$3,500. She sells more prints,
which go for $150 to $400
each.
Her two favorite artists are
Norman Rockwell, "who often
told a cute story in his Americana scenes," and John Singer
Sargent who painted large portraits of people.
Her favorite foods are
breads and sweets. " I also like
German and Polish foods but
my husband does not. My
mom was German and my dad
was half-Polish, half-German.
That make me three quarters
German."
Oneita Revell of Wauchula
is a good artist in her own right
but says her friend Louise
Weis is "the best artist in
Hardee County."
Louise confessed she does
not like to cook or clean house,
adding "but I love to paint."

COURTESY PHOTO

Louise Weis earlier this year painting a nature scene at Hardee Lakes Park.

An orange grove scene.

A Brahman cattle painting.

Cowboys and cattle crossing a creek. The trailing cowboy is Will Scarborough, father of Opal Knight of Wauchula

COURTESY PHOTO

David and Louise Weis in 2019 on their 50th wedding anniversary eating lobsters
in Bar Harbor, Maine.
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Sports Quiz

B3

Crime Blotter

By Chris Richcreek
1. What Washington Bullets
legend won both Rookie of the
Year and Most Valuable Player
for the 1968-69 NBA season?
2. At the 2012 London
Summer Olympics, what
South African sprinter became
the first amputee runner to
compete in the Olympic
Games?
3. In 1999, Cleveland
Browns offensive lineman Orlando Brown suffered an eye
injury caused by what object?
4. What is the name of the
horse ridden by Osceola during the pregame tradition at
Florida State Seminoles home
football games?
5. What former Major
League Baseball pitcher/outfielder published a 2017 mem-

oir called "The Phenomenon:
Pressure, the Yips, and the
Pitch that Changed My Life"?
6. Who was the last NHL
player permitted to play without wearing a helmet?
7. What was the name of
the football simulation video
game first published in 1988
by Electronic Arts for Apple II
computers?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

ANSWERS
Wes Unseld.
Oscar Pistorius.
A weighted penalty flag.
Renegade.
Rick Ankiel.
Craig MacTavish.
John Madden Football.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Paw’s Corner
By Sam Mazzotta
DEAR PAW'S CORNER:
I don't own a dog, but I have
a minor problem with one.
My neighbor has a Staffordshire terrier named "Hazel."
Almost every day, Hazel is let
out into the neighbor's backyard, and she quickly escapes
by jumping over the short
gate at the side of the house.
Then she walks into my yard
to visit me as I work in the
garden.
Hazel is very nice, so I
don't feel threatened at all.
I'll give her a few pats and
then lead her back over to
her house. But I worry about
her running around the
neighborhood, off-leash and
unsupervised. How should I
approach my neighbor about
her roaming?
—Greg in Albany, New York
DEAR GREG: You're right
to be concerned. Hazel could
be hit by a car; she could be at-

tacked by another dog; or she
could frighten other residents
who might injure her. If police
or animal control officers see
her, she will likely be picked up
and taken to the local pound.
The next time Hazel comes
over to visit, head next door
and knock on your neighbor's
door. Talk to them calmly
about raising the height of the
gate so that she can't leap over
it.
You're a good neighbor to
bring Hazel back each time, but
ultimately it is the responsibility of her owner to make sure
she stays in her yard. Remind
your neighbor that having a
dog off a leash can result in
steep fines from the city or
county.
Send your tips, comments and
questions to ask@pawscorner.com.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Sheriff’s deputies and city police officers investigated the following incidents and made the following arrests during the
past week. All suspects or defendants are presumed innocent
of the charges against them.
HARDEE COUNTY
July 14, a burglary of a conveyance was reported at 1:08
a.m. in the 2300 block of Osprey Lane.
July 14, a theft was reported at 9:58 a.m. in the 4300 block
of State Road 62.
July 14, a theft was reported at 3:04 p.m. in the 500 block
of Will Duke Road.
July 14, dangerous shooting was reported at 9:56 p.m. in
the area of Bailey Road and Main Street.
July 15, Roland Lopez Arguijo, 63, of Wauchula, was
booked into the county jail at 9:27 a.m. by the Drug Task Force
on charges of possession of methamphetamine, $1,000 bond;
possession of drug paraphernalia, $500 bond; possession of a
weapon/ammo by a convicted felon, $5,000 bond; possession of
drug paraphernalia, $500 bond; sell of methamphetamine,
$15,000 bond; sell of methamphetamine, $5,000 bond; sell of
methamphetamine, $15,000 bond, sell of methamphetamine,
$5,000 bond; possession of drug paraphernalia, $500 bond;
own/rent a structure or vehicle for sell of drugs, $5,000 bond;
misuse of a 2-way communication device, $1,000 bond; and possession of methamphetamine, $5,000 bond.
July 15, Ronald Lee Boyd, 59, of Wauchula, was booked
into the county jail at 9:58 a.m. by Dep. Cotto on three counts
of failure to appear and held without bond.
July 15, Brenda Carol Brush, 68, of Wauchula, was booked
into the county jail at 11:15 p.m. by the Drug Task Force on
charges of possession of a weapon/ammo by a convicted felon,
$5,000 bond; and own/rent structure or vehicle for sell of drugs,
$5,000 bond.
July 15, Austin Corcoran, 20, of Arcadia, was booked into
the county jail at 12:12 p.m. by Dep. DeDominicis on an out-ofcounty warrant and held without bond.
July 15, Pablo Lopez, 49, of Wauchula, was booked into
the county jail at 1:04 p.m. by Det. Ward on a charge of violation
of probation/community control and held without bond.
July 15, Charlie Kilgore, 31, of Zolfo Springs, was booked
into the county jail on a charge of aggravated battery at 11:05
p.m. by Dep. Arnold and held without bond.
July 15, a theft was reported at 6:32 p.m. in the 1200 block
of North Ed Wells Road.
July 15, a fight was reported at 9:50 p.m. in the 6000 block
of Dallas McClellan Road.
July 16, a battery was reported at 10:16 p.m. in the 200
block of Glades Street.
July 17, Joe Roman Valdez, 31, of Arcadia, was booked into
the county jail at 2:37 p.m. by Dep. Haywood on two counts of
failure to appear, no bond; weapon offense/firing a missile into
a dwelling/vehicle, $50,000 bond; aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon, $20,000 bond; six counts of possession of

This Month In History:
• July 19-20, 1848 - A women's rights convention was held at Seneca Falls, New
York. Topics discussed included voting rights, property rights and divorce. The
convention marked the beginning of an organized women's rights movement
in the U.S.

ATTENTION
SUBSCRIBERS
If you are moving or
changing your address,
please let our subscription department know
as soon as possible so
your service will not be
delayed.

863-773-3255
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HARDEE COUNTY
KIDS NEED
HARDEE COUNTY
HELP!
Ease a dependent child’s
way through the court system. Volunteer to be a
Guardian Ad Litem.

773-2505
(If office unattended, please leave
message.)

weapon/ammo by a convicted felon, $5,000 bond each; carrying
a concealed weapon/firearm, $1,000 bond; possession of drug
paraphernalia, $500 bond; possession of methamphetamine,
$1,000 bond; possession of less than 20 grams of marijuana,
$500 bond; and driving while license suspended or revoked with
knowledge, $250 bond.
July 17, Ellis Hodges, 18, of Wauchula, was booked into
the county jail at 5 p.m. by Dep. Ventura on a charge of firing a
weapon/discharge firearm from vehicle and released at 11:36
p.m. after posting $5,000 bond.
July 17, a theft was reported at 2:07 p.m. in the 1600 block
of Louisiana Street.
July 17, a shoplifting complaint was reported at 5:12 p.m.
in the 1400 block of U.S. 17 North.
July 18, Ciana Carlton, 36, of Avon Park, was booked into
the county jail at 2:29 p.m. by Dep. Helms on a charge of contempt of court and was released on July 19 at 12:28 p.m. after
posting $5,000 bond.
July 18, a burglary of a conveyance was reported at 3:40
a.m. in the 2900 block of Robin Lane.
July 18, dangerous shooting was reported at 8:45 p.m. in
the 5100 block of Deer Run.
July 18, dangerous shooting was reported at 8:52 p.m. in
the 100 block of Cracker Lane.
July 19, Michael James Staton, 28, of Wauchula, was
booked into the county jail at 2:26 a.m. by Dep. Johnson on
charges of possession of a weapon/ammo by a convicted felon,
$5,000 bond; trafficking in methamphetamine 28-200 grams, no
bond; possession of methamphetamine, $5,000 bond; possession
of cocaine, $1,000 bond; possession of over 20 grams of marijuana, $1,000 bond; possession of marijuana with intent to sell,
$1,000 bond; possession of drug paraphernalia, $500 bond; possession of new legend drug, $1,000 bond; and parole violation,
no bond.
July 19, Franklin Daniel Fox, 31, of Wauchula, was booked
into the county jail at 9:33 a.m. by Dep. Johnson on a charge of
failure to appear and held in lieu of $250 bond.
July 19, a theft was reported at 9:29 a.m. in the 600 block
of Chamberlain Boulevard.
July 19, dangerous shooting was reported at 1:55 p.m. in
the 7400 block of Roberts Road.
July 19, dangerous shooting was reported at 3:12 p.m. in
the area of Sumner Road and Gregory Lane.
July 19, a battery was reported at 9:29 p.m. in the 6000
block of Van Simmons Road.
WAUCHULA POLICE
July 15, James Sambrano, 36, of Wauchula, was booked
into the county jail at 3:02 a.m. by Ofc. Cohen on charges of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon, no bond; contempt of
court/violation of injunction of protection, no bond; hit-and-run,
$250; reckless driving, $500 bond; and aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon, no bond.
July 15, a battery was reported at 2:28 p.m. in the 700 block
of North 6th Avenue.
July 15, a theft was reported at 7:04 p.m. in the 600 block
of South 8th Avenue.
July 16, counterfeiting was reported at 11:08 a.m. in the 400
block of South 6th Avenue.
July 17, a theft was reported at 3:25 p.m. in the 1100 block
of East Main Street.
July 18, a burglary of a conveyance was reported at 1:09
p.m. in the 600 block of High Street.
July 19, Gregory Ibarra, 32, of Wauchula, was booked into
the county jail at 3:33 a.m. by Ofc. Cohen on charges of possession of methamphetamine, $1,000 bond; and possession of drug
paraphernalia, $500 bond.
July 19, Fernando NMN Hernandez, 49, of Wauchula, was
booked into the county jail by Ofc. Cohen at 8:36 p.m. on a
charge of expired driver’s license more than 6 months and released at 11:13 p.m. after posting $250 bond.
BOWLING GREEN POLICE
July 14, dangerous shooting was reported at 12:02 a.m. in
the 800 block of West County Line Road.
July 15, an animal bite was reported at 11:40 a.m. in the
4300 block of Dixiana Drive.
July 16, a stolen vehicle was reported at 2:04 p.m. in the
200 block of East Lemon Street.
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HARDEE COUNTY ELECTIONS’ OFFICE
PRE-ELECTION TABULATION TEST
(PER FS 101.5612)

School Board
Pol. Ad. paid for and approved by Mildred Smith, Non-partisan, Hardee County School Board, District 2
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District 2

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, July 29, 2020 a pe-election
test of the automatic tabulation equipment, the LOGIC AND ACCURACY
TEST (L&A), will be held to ascertain that the equipment will correctly count
all votes cast in the August 18, 2020 Primary Election.
This test will take place beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the Hardee County Library, 315 N. 6th Ave., Wauchula, FL.

EARLY VOTING DATES
for the
2020 PRIMARY ELECTION

Any interested persons are invited to attend.
Diane Smith,
Hardee County Supervisor of Election

Oficina de Elecciones del
Condado de Hardee
Prueba de Tabulación Pre-Elección
(FS 101.5612)

Thursday, August 06, 2020, through Saturday, August 15, 2020
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., daily
Location:
Hardee County Public Library meeting room
315 N. 6th Ave., Wauchula, FL

POR LA PRESENTE SE NOTIFICIA que el miércoles 29 de julio de 2020 se
realizará una prueba preelectoral del equipo automático de tabulación (L&A)
para asegurarse de que el equipo cuente correctamente todos los votos
emitidos el 18 de agosto de 2020, Elección Primaria.

DÍAS DE VOTACIÓN TEMPRANA
PARA LA
ELECCIÓN PRIMARIA 2020

La prueba se llevará comenzando a las 10:00 AM en la Biblioteca Pública de
Hardee County, 315 N. 6th Ave., Wauchula, FL.

Jueves 6 de agosto de 2020 hasta sábado 15 de agosto de 2020
8:30 a.m. hasta las 5:00 p.m., cada día

Cualesquiera personas interesadas están invitadas a atender.
Ubicación:
La sala de reuniones situado en la biblioteca pública del Condado de
Hardee
315 N. 6th Ave. Wauchula, FL. 33873

7:23,30c

Diane Smith,
Supervisor de Elecciones
Condado de Hardee
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B4 The Herald-Advocate, July 23, 2020

Fort Meade Times
The

FORT MEADE’S HOMETOWN NEWS
PRISCILLA WHITE PERRY — MANAGING EDITOR
2nd Year • No. 19

Thursday, July 23, 2020

fortmeadetimes@gmail.com

Gardening Tips: Zinnias
By DEBRA HOWELL
Florida Master Gardener Volunteer

A popular annual which is
famous for its ease of cultivation in our Central Florida
flowerbeds is the zinnia.
Zinnias brighten our yards
with their happy appearances
and are available in pink, red,
yellow and purple. These
beauties occur in several sizes
from dwarf to a height of three
feet. And they have flower
forms ranging from single
petals to multiple layers with a
dahlia appearance.
The zinnia originated in
Mexico and is ideal for use in
mass plantings, borders, cut
flowers, and sown throughout

your vegetable garden as a
way to attract bees and other
valuable pollinators, important
to such plants as squash and
watermelons. You may choose
to
plant
zinnias
with
marigolds, petunias, chrysanthemums, asters, and sages.
So, you may opt to cultivate
zinnias from plants from your
own favorite garden center or
you may choose to grow them
from seeds. However, if you
wish to grow them from seeds,
you’ll notice that you have
more available choices of size,
colors and forms.
The mature plants are aggressive re-seeders so you may
find that they return year after

COURTESY PHOTO

A beautiful zinnia.

year.
Gardening Tips:
—Zinnias will perform best
in well-drained, fertile soils
amended with organic matter
such as composted manure or
Black Cow.
—These plants require full
sun, and although they are
drought tolerant, they do benefit from regular watering. Try
to avoid wetting the leaves as
they are prone to powdery
mildew late in the season.
—You also may wish to provide your zinnias with a thin
layer of mulch.
—Pests and diseases include
APHIDS, which suck plant
juices and coat the leaves with
sticky honeydew; FOURLINED PLANT BUG causes
small, round, brown sunken
spots on the leaves; MITES
cause the foliage to lose its
green color and become
bronzed or stippled; BLIGHT
starts as reddish brown spots
with graying centers, with dark
brown cankers forming on the
stems and flowers are spotted
or completely blighted; and
BACTERIAL LEAF SPOT
causes reddish brown, angular
spots on the leaves and can
cause plants to die out by midAugust.
Remember to sow these
plants generously throughout
your yard and vegetable garden to attract various bees and
butterflies. You will enjoy
them from summer to frost and
your yard will be the envy of
your neighborhood with these
eye-popping Mexican beauties!

City Distributes Masks
Residents of Fort Meade
may receive free masks provided by the Polk County
Commission, City Manager
Danielle Judd stated in a press
release July 17.
Judd reported to the Fort
Meade City Commission at its
July 14 regular commission
meeting that the city had received 20,000 masks to distribute to residents. The masks
will be distributed on a firstcome, first-serve basis until the
supply is exhausted and a limit
of three (3) masks per person
is set.
Scheduled for July and August distributions are Thursday, July 23 at the American
Legion site in conjunction with
HELP of Fort Meade’s food
distribution beginning at 10
a.m.; Friday, July 24, from 8
a.m. until 5 p.m. at 214 W.
Broadway, which is the former
SunTrust Bank Drive-in (not
current Citizens Bank & Trust
drive-in); and every Friday

during the month of August at
the 214 W. Broadway bank
drive-in location.
Directions for entering the
drive-in location are as follows: Traveling west on
Broadway, turn right on N.
Seminole Ave., left on NW 1st
St, left onto NW French Ave.,
then enter drive-in entrance for
distribution and exit onto W.

Broadway.
For safety purposes, residents are requested to enter the
site in their car, no walk-ups.
Additional days and/or locations may be scheduled if
City’s supply continues to be
available, added Judd. Updates can be found on the
City’s website at www.cityoffortmeade.com.

Enjoy The Best, By Preparing
For The Worst Series #2
By PRISCILLA PERRY
Of The Fort Meade Times

In today’s article, folks are
reminded to have cash .. cold
hard cash ... on hand since
transportation and financial institution closures may prevent
convenient withdrawals.
Small denominations to
carry your family through 72
hours of relocation or ability to

purchase emergency supplies
will give security and peace of
mind.
Place important insurance
and other important documents (identification, contact
information) in a large plastic,
water-proof bag to protect
from them from weather,
as well as have them on
hand.

COURTESY PHOTOS

A parade of cars driven by PEA members presented their viewpoints by way of
posters and numbers at the July 14 Polk County School Board meeting.

Polk County Teachers Parade Their Views
By PRISCILLA PERRY
Of The Fort Meade Times

Members of the Polk Education Association showed their
conviction by driving their vehicles around the Jim Miles
Professional
Development
Center on July 14. The Polk
County School Board was
meeting inside as the parade

took place outside.
PEA President Stephanie
Yokum explained the organization’s support of virtual distance
learning
until
COVID-19 restrictions are
lifted. She also stated local
leaders should make the decisions and PEA was encouraging the PCSB to consider

options other than brick and
mortar learning setting.
Polk County Schools are
currently scheduled to open
August 24 and are offering
three options for student learning formats. See article in
today’s Fort Meade Times,
School Sign-up Deadline, July
27.

School Sign-up Deadline July 27
Polk County parents and
students have three choices to
consider before July 27. The
School Intent Registration
form is to be received by the
PCSB by the deadline in order
for students to be enrolled in
one of three distinct learning
formats for the 2020-21 school
year.
Choices include Campus
Learning, Campus eSchool,
and Polk Virtual School. Descriptions for these formats
are:
Campus Learning - This
option restores the traditional
school day for students and
staff members. Students will
return to campus and interact
in person with teachers and
classmates. Transportation and
school lunches will be provided. Face coverings will be

required (guidelines on face
coverings will be provided
when available). Additional
health and safety protocols include symptom screenings,
frequent and thorough cleaning of campuses, increased
handwashing and use of hand
sanitizer, and one-way traffic
on campus where feasible.
Campus eSchool serves as
a bridge between a student’s
brick-and-mortar school and a
purely digital environment. It
was designed for families who
want their children to return to
school but aren’t ready to do
so just yet. Students will remain enrolled in their current
school, but learning will take
place virtually. School days
will be highly structured, with
specific times for students to
log on and take part in lessons

and activities. Parents will
serve as learning coaches to
monitor student progress. This
option requires a quarterly
commitment.
This option is best for families who do not foresee their
children returning to campus.
Polk Virtual School offers students the ability to fulfill their
K-12 educational requirements
entirely online. Lessons are
taught by PCPS teachers who
provide individualized instruction and are available to meet
in person as needed. Polk Virtual requires a commitment of
at least one semester.
For more information about
these three formats, visit
polkschoolsfl.com/.
Currently, Polk County
Schools are calendared to
begin Monday, August 24.

VFW SCHOLARSHIP AND RECOGNITION AWARDS PRESENTED ON JULY 14

COURTESY PHOTOS

Tamara Opalek, seen above, teaches Kindergarten at
Lewis Elementary, and was presented a Post award of
$175, the ‘SMART/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award’, and a plaque. This award is
presented to nominated K-12 grade teachers who
practice outstanding commitment to teaching Americanism and patriotism to their students.

The second set of awards were awarded to three outstanding FMMHS students who won first, second, and
third place for the Patriot’s Pen Scholarship Contest.
The essay theme for 2019-2020 was "What Makes
America Great?” The First Place Patriot’s Pen winner is
Jovie Polesel, her grandmother, Ginger Welden, accepted the $100 award on her behalf, as Jovie moved
to Indiana with her family. Shown above is the second
place $75 Patriot’s Pen winner Madison Sykes.

Pictured above is third place $50 Patriot’s Pen winner
Juancarlos Lopez Cruz. Another award was presented
to FMMHS May 20 graduate Halee Shaver. This award
is a new scholarship, $500, offered by the Fort Meade
Post 11179 and is only for seniors. This award will help
offset some cost for out-of-pocket expenses as she enters college. The essay theme for 2019-2020 was "Why
is America Great?”

July 23, 2020, The Herald-Advocate

The Fort Meade Times
City Commission Will Face
Garbage Debate In 2023
By PRISCILLA PERRY
Of The Fort Meade Times

While Zoom meetings are
still the order of City Commission Meetings, a few more residents joined in the virtual
experience at the July 14 regular meeting.
The public forum segment
of the meeting was led by Rev.
Phillip Williams, who introduced the community’s concern about once-weekly solid
waste collection. He related
that residents want twiceweekly collection .. now.
Complaints about smell, rodents, pests, sanitation are disconcerting to the community.
Resident Valerie Cagle had
a different viewpoint on the
issue as she defended the current once-weekly pick-up
schedule. She stated her
household includes six people
and pets and that she adjusts
the situation by recycling and
using the correct garbage bags
and has not had a problem
with the issues mentioned in
the complaints.

While the input was received by the Commission,
their ability to alleviate the
problem is bound to the contract signed.
At-Large
Commissioner
Bob Elliott related the commission’s decision was based
on saving money for the residents.
Previous contract with Republic Services for twice-week
collection was $18.17. Current
contract agreed to by commission is $20.34 for once-weekly
collection, the lowest of the
four options proposed.
Adding to that background
was At-Large Commissioner
Sam Berrien, who assured residents that the commission listens to their input but that there
was no input prior to the contract vote.
Mayor Jim Watts concurred
that all the commissioners
wanted twice-weekly collection but agreed, without citizen
input, to save money for residents.
District 2 Commissioner

Local School
Orientations Scheduled
By APRIL RODRIGUEZ
Special To The Fort Meade Times

Fort Meade Middle Senior
High School orientation has
been announced for students
and parents for the upcoming
school year.
At this time, masks will be
required for entering the
school building (including students, staff, and visitors).
6th Grade Small Tour
Groups are as follows:

• Monday, August 17 2:00
PM or
• Tuesday, August 18 10:00
AM or
• Wednesday, August 19
6:00 PM
All other orientation is now
on Thursday, August 20. Times
are as follows:
• High School – 8:30 AM or
4:00 PM
• Middle School – 9:30 AM
or 5:00 PM

Fort Meade Happenings
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
July 28 6 pm City Commission Meeting
(Zoom/Virtual)
August 18
Primary Elections
SCHOOL CALENDAR (Dates subject to change)
July 23-24 10 am – 1 pm FMMHS Band Percussion
Camp
July 27
Deadline: Polk County School Intent
Form due
July 27-31 9 am - 7 pm FMMHS Band Camp
July 31
Deadline: Youth Football & Cheer
registration.
August 20
Polk County Schools Student
Orientation
August 24
First day of Polk County Schools

Rick Cochrane reminded the
audience that there was only
one vendor who completed the
proposal process, to which
Mayor Watts added that it left
no leverage for the commission to work with. The lone
vendor was Republic Services,
who has been under contract
since Trash Taxi’s exit several
years ago.
During the last year, the subject of the solid waste contract
renewal for residential service
(not commercial) bid options,
and concerns have been on the
commission agenda nine (9)
times, not counting incidental
opportunities to discuss the
topic during the meetings.
However, dating back to April
9, 2019, commission meetings
have had agenda items covering cart changes, bids, and rate
increases.
Agendas and minutes are
located on the city’s website at
www.cityoffortmeade.com for
residents to plan on future participation, as well as gain information on past meetings.

Make A
Difference:
Support Local
Fort Meade
Businesses

OBITUARY
POLICY

Ramblin’

The Herald-Advocate
publishes obituaries free
of charge as a public
service. A one-column

Kids today live on a cotton ball. Between helicopter moms
and out-of-this-world technology, they can live their lives without ever experiencing life.
My generation grew up in a much different environment.
It’s interesting to look back and see the world we came from
compared to today.
Back then, girls couldn’t wear pants to school. Teenagers
weren’t subjected to this humiliation, but grammar school students were. On those freezing mornings when my blue legs
would clash with my green dress, I was allowed to wear pants
under my dress. Cute? No. Warm? Yes. Today, the school dress
codes crash on the brim of strict uniform vs tiny tot beauty
queens, pajamas, and wearing less than the filling station pinup.
My brother came home for lunch during school. It might be
a sandwich or soup or last night’s leftovers. By the time I started
school, though, lunchrooms had been built on existing school
campuses. They were separate buildings at the beginning and as
new schools were built, lunchrooms were included inside. The
lunchroom ladies snapped green beans, baked home-made pies,
and washed the dishes. Today, lunchrooms have transitioned into
cafeterias, nay, smorgasbords with side order of canteen vending
machines.
We lived for after school and especially for summer! There
were never enough hours of sunlight. We created our entertainment most of the time and made memories and lasting bonds.
Our bikes had a couple of old playing cards clipped on the
wheels with clothes pins. We had the whole town as our playground, and you could hear the sputter of our bikes a block away.
We parked outside the movie theater and our bikes would be
there when we came out.
It cost $1 to get in, buy popcorn, soda pop, and a candy bar.
Today, if kids have a bike, there’s a 20-lb. chain to secure the
bike to a fire hydrant. And parents have to take out a second
mortgage for kids to go to the movies .. not to see the movie but
to buy the refreshments. Once those doors close behind you,
you’re at their mercy. We used to bring in hot dogs from the a
nearby soda shop. The theater smelled like onions and mustard
while Lash LaRue galloped after the bad guy. Now you’re
frisked at the ticket counter to confiscate that hidden Milky Way
bar.
We organized neighborhood clubs. (I was Vice-President/
Secretary and the only other member was my friend Tommy
Martin … yeah, the owner/publisher of The Cherokee Chronicle.
He was President/Treasurer. There were never any minutes. And
there was never any money. But, we solved the world’s problems
while meeting in a lean-to shed with an official sign painted by
eight year-olds … Bat Man Club.)
We played hard, got banged up, skinned our knees, stubbed
our barefoot toes, fell out of trees, and most of us were latch key
kids on top of that. If someone didn’t have mercurochrome and
a band aid in the bathroom medicine cabinet, then and only then
did we see the doctor to sew us up. By the way, that orange “tattoo” was a badge of courage. And it was common for us to compare how many scabs we had. The winner was the one with the
most and envied by all. Today, children are bubble-wrapped, insured by Lloyds of London, have their own ATM card, wouldn’t
be seen on a bike and their lives are scheduled for every waking
moment.
When I compare the two, I know I was raised in the best of
times ever. We really didn’t have social classes. When we were
covered head to toe in dirt from sliding into home, there were
no rich kids or poor kids. We were just friends.
I don’t remember those kids back then by their houses,
clothes, family cars. We didn’t talk politics. Nine times out of
10, we didn’t even know what a Democrat or Republican was –
and if our parents were one, it was all right. We didn’t talk religion, either. Some of us went to the Baptist Church and others
to the Methodist or Presbyterian Church. Some were Jews and
others were Catholics or Mormons. Those weren’t labels, but
rather they were just accepted parts of our friends like the color
of their eyes.
I’m not sure if we were smart or our parents were actually
smarter, but, when left to our own resources, we seemed to level
out our priorities quite well. I’m not sure where kids today will
get that kind of wisdom.

photo of the deceased
may be added for $15.

Forms showing the information which may be included in a free obituary
are available at local funeral homes or at our office. All obituaries,
however, must be submitted by a funeral
home.
Paid obituaries may
include additional information and rememberances.
Funeral homes can
submit obituaries to
obits@the heraldadvocate.com.

CORRECTIONS
At The Fort Meade
Times, we want accuracy
to be a given, not just
our goal. If you believe
we have printed an error
in fact, please call to report it. We will review
the information, and if
we find it needs correction or clarification, we
will do so here.
To make a report,
email Priscilla Perry at
fortmeadetimes@gmail.
com.

Looking to advertise in
The Fort Meade Times?
Contact
fortmeadetimes@gmail.com or
ads@theheraldadvocate.com
for more information.

Local Milestones

The Fort Meade Times would like to
celebrate special accomplishments and
personal announcements ... engagements,
weddings, graduations, military and
academic recognition, promotions,
birthdays ... milestones!
Send announcement (photo optional) to
fortmeadetimes@gmail.com.

Advertising Sales

201 South Charleston Ave. • Fort Meade Florida

for

Prices good from July 23 thru July 29

T-Bone Steak - Family Pack.................................................................................$4.99 lb.
Boneless Rib Eye Steak - Family Pack............................................................$7.99 lb.
Boneless Chuck Roast......................................................................................................$3.99 lb.
Beef Cube Steak...................................................................................................................$3.99 lb.
Quarter Loin Pork Chops...........................................................................................$1.49 lb.
Boston Butt - Twin Pack..............................................................................................$1.19 lb.
IBP Pork Spare Ribs - 3 In A Pack..................................................................$1.99 lb.
Pork Steak - Family Pack...........................................................................................$1.49 lb.
Chicken Drumsticks - Family Pack........................................................................79¢ lb.
Boneless Chicken Breast - Family Pack..........................................................$1.39 lb.
Vine Ripe Tomatoes..........................................................................................................$1.49 lb.
Russet Potatoes - 4 lb. bag........................................................................................$2.49 ea.
Fresh Zucchini.......................................................................................................................$1.49 lb.
Fresh Green Cabbage...........................................................................................................69¢ lb.
Coke or Coke Products - 12 pack 12 oz. cans....................................3 for $11.99
Roxane Water - 24 Pack.............................................................................................$2.99 ea.
Wesson Oil - 48 oz......................................................................................................$2.99 ea.

Shoppers Value Aluminum Foil - 25 sq. ft.............................79¢ ea.

The Fort Meade Times
Contact Michael Kelly

863-773-3255
or

Publisher@TheHeraldAdvocate.com
fm7:16tfc

SUBSCRIPTIONS MAKE EXCELLENT GIFTS
Do You Have A Friend or Family Member With A
Birthday or Anniversary
Child In College or The Military
Surprise Them With a Gift Subscription to
The Herald-Advocate
A Little Touch of “Home” Delivered Every Week

Herald-Advocate
The

Hardee County’s Hometown Coverage
115 S. 7th Avenue • Post Office Box 338 • Wauchula, Florida 33873

(863) 773-3255 • 863-773-0657 Fax • www.TheHeraldAdvocate.com

Herald-Advocate
The

Hardee County’s Hometown Coverage

PRINTERS • PUBLISHERS

Propane Gas Cylinders 20 lb./Exchange $14.99 ea.

115 S. 7th Ave., Wauchula, FL 33873

EBT • WIC • Florida Lottery

Telephone (863) 773-3255
FM7:23c

Open 7 days a week 8a.m. — 9p.m.

Best Meat Prices in the Heartland

By Priscilla Perry

Looking for Right Person

Fresh Choice Market

Stay Safe
&
God Bless

B5

www.TheHeraldAdvocate.com
ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS IN ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION!
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THE CLASSIFIEDS
Agriculture

ABOUT ... Classifieds
DEADLINE ....Tuesday noon
RATES ..........Minimum of $6.00 for up to 10 words.
Each additional word is 30¢.
BILLING ........Ads must be pre-paid.
CLASSIFICATIONS:

Acreage
Agriculture
Air Conditioners
Appliances
Automotive
Boats
Commercial
Business
Farm Fresh
Furniture
Guns
Help Wanted
Houses
Livestock
Lost & Found
Miscellaneous
Mobile Homes
Motorcycles

Notices
Personal
Pets
Plants
Produce
Real Estate
Recreational/
Vehicles
Rentals
Rentals,
Commercial
RV/Mobile Home
Parks
Services
Tools
Wanted
Yard Sales

Help Wanted

HUNTING - Wanting to hunt
HOGS - lease or private property. Problem with Hogs? I can
help get rid of them and clean up
their rooting with my 42 hp 4x4
tractor and rototiller. Retired
senior. Don’t drink or smoke.
Local references. Eddie – 941716-3202 Reside in Frostproof.
7:23,30p

Automotive
4WD, 2 door Blazer, new tires,
good paint, needs motor work,
$500. 863-781-4314
7:23p

Help Wanted

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
You are hereby notified that Wauchula State Bank will
sell the vehicle described below “As Is” to the highest
bidder for cash, free of prior liens, to satisfy legal obligations.
2008 Intl Tr Id#2HSCUAPR38C692357
1995 Frht Tr Id#1FUYDCXB2SH598086

The sale will be held on Friday July 31, 2020 beginning
at 10:00 am at Bank Parking Lot 106 E Main Street
Wauchula, Fl. 33873. If you have any questions contact
Shannon Hays 863-773-4151.
cl7:16,23c

OFFICE POSITION - DISPATCH
ADMIN ASSIST. Candidate must
be organized, detail oriented
and comfortable working on a
computer. Fluency in both English and Spanish is preferred.
We are looking for an individual
with these qualities to train and
join our Dispatch Team. Duties
to include computer data entry
and audit, organizing and filing
paperwork and placing and
fielding phone calls. This position plays a crucial role in dispatch operations and the highly
competitive salary offered for
this position reflects the importance of this role. Company was
established in 1997. Full-time.
$13/hr during 90 day training period. Please call 863-773-4500.
7:23c

Pets

ROUTE DRIVER for water treatment route. Must be physically
able to lift and carry heavy loads
(50+ lbs). Due to insurance regulations applicant must be 21 or
older and have a clean driving
record. CDL license is NOT required. This position is Monday
– Friday, 7AM – 5PM. Please
apply in person at Ullrich’s
Water
Conditioning,
409
Goolsby St, Wauchula.
6:18tfc

Lost/Found
HAVE YOU LOST A PET? Contact animal control in Bowling
Green at 863-375-2255 to see if
we have your cat or dog. We
also have pets for adoption.
4:16dh/tfc

Miscellaneous

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
2005 MERC
VIN: 4M2CU56Z65DJ18746
8:00 A.M. - AUG 3, 2020

ATTENTION! The Federal Fair
Housing Act prohibits advertising any preference or limitation
based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or
national origin, or the intention
to make such a preference or
limitation. Familial status includes children under 18 living
with parents or guardians and
pregnant women.
tfc-dh

A Superior Lawn
Care & Trimming

THINK GREEN • SAVE ENERGY • SAVE MONEY

863-832-3399

Serving Hardee, Highlands
and Southern Polk Counties
Licensed, Insured and Bonded

863-225-8200
asuperiorlawncareandtrimming.com

CALL FOR SERVICE TODAY
ALL MAKES

Licensed & Insured CAC 1815095

Family Owned & Operated

cl6:4tfc

Open & Ready To Serve
With Back To The Basics
Pool Service
The Way It Should Be

FREE ESTIMATES
By Hour or Contract

H. KIKER
— Tree Surgery —

THE PALMS

Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

701 La Playa Drive, Wauchula

NOW RENTING!
2, 3 & 4 Bedroom Apartments

• Good Service
• Honest Work
• Clean Pools

40 Years Full Time Service
INSURED

3601 E. Ramsey Way
Avon Park, FL 33825

cl5:4tfc

cl7:16,30

Carol’s Pool Service

FREE ESTIMATES

CL7:23p

• Only 25 feet off the coast of
Key Largo, Florida lies a giant
9-ton sunken statue of Jesus
Christ with outstretched arms.

cl7:23c

REFRIGERATION & ICE MACHINES

VPK Teacher needed for a growing
Learning Center in Wauchula.
For more information or to apply, please
call (863) 767-1538.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS,
Thursday 7:00 p.m., Grace Fellowship Church, 131 S. 8th Ave.,
Wauchula.
tfc-dh
***
NEED A WELL OR HAVE PUMP
TROUBLE? CALL
ULLRICH’S PITCHER PUMP
For complete well, sales,
service and installation,
call 863-773-6448.
7:18tfc
THE WAUCHULA LIONS CLUB
collects NOT broken prescription eyeglasses, cases and sunglasses. Please drop off at 735
N. 6th Ave.
tfc-dh
DO YOU HAVE a problem with
drugs? Narcotics Anonymous
meets Monday, Thursday and
Friday night 7:00 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church, at the
corner of Palmetto and 7th Ave.,
Wauchula.
tfc-dh
IS ALCOHOL CAUSING a problem? Call Alcoholics Anonymous in Hardee county at
863-781-6414. Several weekly
meetings.
tfc-dh
ATTENTION! State Statutes 489119 Section 5 Paragraph B and
Hardee County Ordinance 87-09
Section 10 Paragraph D require
all ads for any construction-related service to carry the contractor’s licence number. tfc-dh

1071 U.S. Hwy 17 N. Wauchula, FL

FAMILY OWNED

Lic#C10HA0019

WOULD YOU LIKE to help pets
in need? We can use your help
donating bath towels, hand towels, wash cloths, blankets,
sheets, old newspapers, dog
food and cat food, canned or
dry. Please drop off all items at
1927 Hwy. 17 North in
Wauchula,
Hardee
Animal
Clinic.
7:11tfc
ADOPT A PET! If you have lost a
pet or are looking for a new one,
the City of Wauchula invites you
to come and see if you can find
the pet you’re looking for. The
Wauchula Animal Control is located at 685 Airport Road.
Please call 863-773-3265 for
more information.
tfc-dh
ATTENTION! State Statutes
828.29 requires that all cats and
dogs sold in Florida be at least
8 weeks old, have an official
health certificate, have necessary shots and be free of parasites.
tfc-dh

CLIFF’S WRECKER SERVICE

GATOR HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

HELP WANTED

Services

Rentals
FOR SALE one hen and 9 halfgrown chicks, $30 for all, 863781-9645
7:23p

–

863-453-4942
863-453-4272
Cell: 863-664-9091

Monthly rent from $552 + utilities

Are You Concerned Your Child Is
Going Down The Wrong Path?

Rental Office Hours

DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE
JUSTICE PREVENTION HELPLINE

Monday – Friday
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

1-866-757-0634

God Bless Everyone

863-449-1806
pooltechlady@Icloud.com

cl7:2-23p

–

Looking to sell, rent or hire?

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE IS TUESDAY AT NOON

For Rental Info and Applications:
• Viking longships could
travel up to 200 kilometers per
day and could carry at least
sixty men.

TDD 800-955-8771
Equal Housing Opportunity
Employer & Provider

cl7:23-8:13c

(863) 773-3809

H2PAINT & Flooring PROS
Painting and Pressure Washing
Wood, Laminate & Tile Flooring

cl7:2-30c

Interior and Exterior Painting
Pressure Washing • Driveway Coatings
Drywall Repair & Texturing • Home Repairs
Glenn Dyal, Owner

It pays to
advertise in
your Hometown
Newspaper
We are saving
this space just
for

YOU!
HeraldAdvocate
The

206 North 6th Avenue, Wauchula, FL 33873
Office (863)773-0060 • Evening (863)781-1338
www.jimseerealty.com
James V. See, Jr., Broker

Rick Knight

5.6 ac located in Southern Hardee
County. Great recreational site! $24,500

PRICE REDUCED!
8 acres on SR 64 Manatee County.
Highway frontage.
Call John O’neal

Great location for downtown office/store
front! Zoned HC-1. Over 2,000 sf under
roof. Located just off Main Street.
$120,000

Realtor Associates

863-969-6053

115 S. 7th Ave.

FREE ESTIMATES

TheHeraldAdvocate.com

773-3255

Rick Knight...............(863) 781-1396
Shane Conley.............(863) 781-9664
John O’Neal...............(863) 381-2535
Brandi Maldonado...(863) 414-3349

Dusty Albritton...........(863) 781-0161
Justin Smith................(863 781-3432
Karen O’Neal............(863) 781-7633
Bo See..........................(863) 328-0266

cl7:23c

The Herald-Advocate
Online Or In Print

Call (863) 773-3255 for more information.

July 23, 2020, The Herald-Advocate
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Wauchula Freemasons Honor
Eagle Scout Recipient
By DANNY LACKEY
Special To The Herald-Advocate

Since 1912, the Eagle Scout rank has represented a milestone of an accomplishment of a
young man's life. There are a few equals to this
achievement that are recognized across the
country and even the world.
Many who have earned the Eagle Scout
rank count it among their most treasured
achievements.
Only about 4 percent of all Scouts ever earn
the distinction. Those who earned it in their
youth, continue to earn it every day as adults
for the rest of their lives. That's why an Eagle
Scout is an Eagle Scout and never a “was”.
Wauchula Lodge No. 17 Master Masons
honored a young man, who has earned this distinction, on July 13, with the Grand Lodge of
Florida’s Eagle Scout award.
Eryk Chazares earned 32 badges and has
held almost all if not every one of the leadership positions that he possibly could obtain
within his troop. To this day, he still continues
to give back, share his knowledge and experience with up and coming newer scouts by
being a mentor, a teacher, an instructor and a
leader. He is also the first Eagle Scout to have
had his Honor Court ceremony in an outdoor
setting and thus made history as being the first
Eagle Scout in Tampa Bay to do so.

His future goals are to hopefully to be able
to attend the University of Florida and major
in either Agriculture or Biological Engineering. He also wants to keep mentoring the youth
by impressing on them the need to read and
learn everything they can.
Also honored for her humanitarian deed
from some 40 years ago, that allowed this
young man to reach the heights he has, was
Dorthy Bell.
Ms. Bell, as she is affectionately known to
the Chazares family, took an interest in Cleto
“Sundy” Charzares, Eryk's father, when he was
just a young man. She helped him in school to
learn a second language, became his mentor
and eventually, his guardian and allowed him
to flourish, graduate high school and even earn
a degree in college.
Her efforts all those years ago, cultimated
with Eryk being where he is today. She is living proof that one person can make a difference.
The elder Chazares, Cleto was also honored.
He also contributed to Eryk's success by taking
a vested interest in his son by becoming an Assistant Scout Master in Eryk's troop and helping his son achieve the success he had when he
was young albeit in a different way.
The three individuals, whose lives are so intertwined, now refer to each other as family.

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Cleto ‘Sundy’ Chazares, Bro. JW Danny Lackey, and Eagle Scout Eryk
Chazares.

The Chazares Family.

COURTESY PHOTO

Maranatha Baptist Church, now located in downtown Wauchula, is celebrating 40
years of ministry.

Maranatha Baptist Church Of Hardee
County Celebrates 40 Years Of Ministry
Maranatha Baptist Church,
204 N. 9th Ave., Wauchula,
celebrated its 40th anniversary
with a special homecoming
service and thanksgiving day
lunch on Sunday, July 12.
In attendance and taking
part in the services were family members of founding pastor, David Knickerbocker and
church members, former and
present. Two of Pastor
Knickerbocker’s five sons,
Thomas and Peter, were present and delivered the sermons
for the 10 and 11:00 a.m. services. The services were filled
with praises to God and testimonies of those present and
followed by a special lunch of
turkey, ham, favorite family
recipes and desserts prepared
by the church members.
Maranatha Through The
Years
Two weeks after Pastor
David Knickerbocker and his
wife, Lois, and son, Peter, arrived in Wauchula, they rented
the Garden Club and began
having services on the second
Sunday of July 1980. That
Sunday morning there were
only the three family members
in the service. However, the
Lord blessed that first day as
they met again for an evening
service and three young people that Pastor Knickerbocker
had met earlier attended the
service. All three received the
Lord as Saviour in that service. God blessed the faithfulness and vision of this family.
In the first year of the
church as contacts were made,
the people of Hardee County
realized a new church was
being established in town. As
the people started attending, it
became evident that this was a
mission work with people of
different ethnic groups being
converted, baptized and added
to the church.
Early in the start of the
church, the Knickerbockers

ABOUT...
Hardee Living

Ease a dependent child’s
way through the court system. Volunteer to be a
Guardian Ad Litem.

soc1:16tfc

773-2505

Carlton Care Chiropractic
Chiropractic • Laser
Muscular Therapy • Digital X-Ray

(If office unattended, please leave
message.)

wife, Donna, were active
members of Maranatha Baptist Church since their retirement from South Charlotte
Baptist Church in October
2013. They had relocated back
to the county where they had
grown up. In August 2016 the
church family asked Pastor
Scott to serve as interim pastor and assist the church in
their search for a new pastor.
An active search for God’s
man to serve as a bi-vocational pastor continued for
two years before a man was
called.
From the first days as a
member of the church, Pastor
Scott had had discussions with
Pastor Goodwin about the
possibility of relocating the
church into Wauchula. It was
discussed with men of God
who were familiar with the
ministry and without exception, it was agreed the church
would be better situated to
serve the entire county if relocated. Beginning in January
2017 Pastor Scott led the
church to sell the Oxendine
Road location and pray for a
location to move in Wauchula.
The Lord worked in August
2018 and orchestrated the sale
of the one property and the
purchase of the old Episcopal
Church property… all within
a few weeks of each other.
Pastor Scott served as pastor
from August 2016 to October
2018.
In September 2018 the
church voted unanimously to
call Pastor Pedro Morales as
pastor. He began his ministry
in November 2018. The
church made the relocation
during the first days of his
ministry. The old church
buildings were remodeled in
the winter months that followed with the hard work of
Terry and Sue Ireland, a dedicated couple with a ministry
of helps to small churches.
After much struggle and
prayer, in September 2019
Pastor Morales informed the
church that he was resigning
and he and his wife, Trina,
would be leaving in October.
Once again, the church
turned to Pastor Scott to serve
as pastor and lead the church
through another time of transition. Now in July 2020 he is
leading the church as they
begin another search for
God’s man to be their pastor
for the long term.
–Submitted by Dr. Charlie
Scott, Pastor
Maranatha Baptist Church
of Hardee County

Medicare & Most Insurance Accepted
Massage Thereapy Now Available
Jamie L. Adams, LMT
Dr. Maria
Carlton, DC
soc4:16tfc

Hardee Living prints your
news on people, clubs and
organizations,
including
meeting summaries, births,
children’s and senior citizens’ birthdays, engagements, weddings, silver or
gold anniversaries, church
events and military assignments.
Forms are available at
our office. For engagements and weddings, a
photo should be included.
Publication is free of
charge. Coverage of weddings over three months old
will be limited to a photo
and brief announcement.
Deadline is 5 p.m. on
Thursday.

HARDEE COUNTY
KIDS NEED
HARDEE COUNTY
HELP!

began a Spanish ministry in
their home. They conducted a
children’s Bible study that
later led to a ministry to adults
that for several years was led
by Brother Gilbert Trevino, a
faithful man of God until he
was tragically killed in a home
invasion.
It is reported that the church
met in several locations in
Wauchula and Zolfo Springs
before purchasing 5 acres of
land on Steve Roberts Special
4 miles east of Zolfo Springs.
It was here that the Lord
blessed and the church built
their first permanent home
and where they began
Maranatha Baptist Academy.
In 1993 they added two
large rooms to their first building in order to carry on the
growing Spanish ministry and
Academy. And it was completed debt free as a result of
a generous $20,000 anonymous gift.
–1995 – Pastor and Mrs.
Knickerbocker at property on
Oxendine Road, Zolfo Springs
–In November 1996, Mrs.
Knickerbocker was tragically
killed in an automobile accident in Wauchula.
–On Jan. 1, 1999, Pastor
David Knickerbocker remarried to Miss Carol Frey.
–Pastor Knickerbocker resigned as Pastor in 2002.
Pastor Richard Paasch came
in July 2002 and served until
September 2009. During his
tenure as pastor, he and Mrs.
Paasch carried on the work of
the academy and conducted an
exciting bus ministry for
many youth. Due to a declining enrollment, the church
was forced to close the academy at the end of the school
year of 2009. Pastor Paasch
resigned after this.
When Pastor Paasch resigned, the church called Pastor Joshua Goodwin. Pastor
Josh’s parents were faithful
and active members of
Maranatha while he attended
Pensacola Christian College
and Seminary. After graduating seminary, the church
called Pastor Goodwin in January of 2009 as an assistant to
Pastor Paasch to work in the
school. When enrollment did
not support the continuing of
the academy and Pastor
Paasch resigned, the church
called Josh Goodwin as Pastor. He served faithfully along
with his wife, Jennifer, until
July 2016 when he accepted
the call to be pastor in Sebring.
Pastor Charlie Scott and his

EARTH'S FINAL CRISIS

License # MA93187

Please call our office for information
and to schedule an appointment

863-473-4732
105 South 9th Av. • Wauchula, FL 33873

Jamie L.
Adams, LMT

The final and complete falling away of many
professed Christians (2nd Thessalonians 2:3-4)
occurs when they employ the civil power of
the land to enforce the keeping of Sunday
as the "day of rest" in Earth's final crisis.

863-773-4101
Call us today for all your auto,
home, commercial and health
insurance needs.
We strive to serve our hometown
with the best coverage,
price and service.
Lacey Webb

204 N. 6th Ave., Wauchula, 33873
soc7:23c

Visit: BibleAnswerHeadquarters.com
and see "God's Law Immutable"
and "The Final Warning"
soc7:23,30p

Stephanie Tyler
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Recipes From

To Your Good Health

Good Housekeeping
SALMON AND SUMMER
SQUASH IN PARCHMENT
This salmon and squash dish
is baked in parchment paper,
which seals in the flavors and
makes cleanup easy.
1 lemon
2 medium (8 ounces each)
yellow summer squash, cut
into half-moons
1 small shallot, minced
1 tablespoon chopped fresh
oregano leaves
1 tablespoon extra-virgin
olive oil
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon coarsely ground
black pepper
6 pieces (15-by-12-inches
each) parchment paper
2 medium (8 ounces each)
zucchini, thinly sliced lengthwise
6 pieces (6 ounces each) skinless salmon fillet
1. Heat oven to 400 F. From
lemon, grate 1 teaspoon peel
and squeeze 2 tablespoons
juice.
2. In medium bowl, combine lemon juice, yellow
squash, shallot, oregano, oil,
1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon coarsely ground black
pepper.
3. Place parchment rectangles on work surface with a
short side of parchment closest
to you. On half of each parchment rectangle, arrange onesixth of zucchini slices
lengthwise,
overlapping
slightly, 2 inches from edge

By Keith Roach, M.D.

closest to you. Place salmon
on zucchini; sprinkle with
lemon peel and 1/2 teaspoon
salt, then top with yellowsquash mixture. Fold other
half of parchment over ingredients. To seal packets, begin
at 1 corner and tightly fold
edges of paper over about 1/2
inch all around, overlapping
the folds.
4. Place packets on large
cookie sheet. Bake 17 minutes
or until salmon turns opaque
throughout (to check for doneness, open 1 packet first, being
careful to avoid escaping
steam). To serve, carefully cut
all packets open, and with
spatula, gently transfer salmon
and vegetables to 6 dinner
plates. Spoon any liquid remaining in parchment over
salmon and vegetables. Serves
6.
• TIP: Baking fish wrapped
in special grease- and moisture-resistant paper ("en papillote" in French) allows it to
steam in its own juices, locking in aroma and flavor. For
even cooking, choose fillets of
uniform thickness.
• Each serving: About 270
calories, 13g total fat (2g saturated), 93mg cholesterol,
465mg sodium, 6g total carbohydrate, 2g dietary fiber, 35g
protein.
For thousands of triple-tested
recipes, visit our website at
www.goodhousekeeping.com/f
ood-recipes/.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I'm
a 92-year-old man in betterthan-average health. I have
had two episodes of blood in
my urine in the past two
months. I know this isn't normal. At my age, I'd just like
to make believe it didn't happen. What's my future like?
—Anon.
ANSWER: Your future will
shortly include, I hope, a visit
to your regular doctor. Blood in
the urine often is due to a urine
infection or a kidney stone, but
in older men, there is always a
concern about a tumor, whether
of the kidney, bladder or
prostate. Pretending it didn't
happen is not a good solution,
and your doctors will certainly
take your age into account
when looking at diagnostic
possibilities and treatments.
Most cases will turn out to be
not much to worry about, so the
sooner you get in, the sooner
you can find out what's going
on and see what steps may be
necessary.
DEAR DR. ROACH: Recently, my acupuncturist suggested that I try hyaluronic
acid capsules for the arthritis

in my hands, feet, back, neck
and hips. I had heard of
hyaluronic acid years ago
and checked it out. Since it
promotes cell growth, I assume it can't differentiate
from good cells or cancer
cells, so I avoided trying it. Is
this really safe to take?
—C.F.
ANSWER: Hyaluronic acid
is indicated for use via injection, especially into the knee
for arthritis symptoms, but is
also used for other purposes,
such as a filler in cosmetic surgery. For knee injection, it appears safe and moderately
effective. It isn't thought to
work by promoting cell growth
but rather by replacing synovial
fluid, a fluid that acts as a kind
of shock absorber, protecting
the cartilage, bone and nerves
of the knee.
There have been studies
evaluating oral hyaluronic acid,
and one from Japan in 2012
showed a very modest improvement compared with a
placebo. I wouldn't recommend
oral hyaluronic acid based on
the studies done so far.
There are many reports in
basic cancer research on the

ability of cancer cells to grow
in
conditions
of
high
hyaluronic acid; however, this
does NOT mean that taking
oral hyaluronic acid promotes
growth of cancer cells. As far
as I can tell, there is no evidence that links oral hyaluronic
acid to increased cancer risk.
DEAR DR. ROACH: I
suffered from constipation
for years, and after consulting with a gastrointestinal
specialist, I was prescribed
MiraLAX. I take it every
morning and have added
fiber to my diet. The program
has been successful. How
wise is it to continue MiraLAX indefinitely? Should I
worry about side effects? It
has been quite pleasant to be
free of constipation worries.
—Anon.
ANSWER: MiraLAX is a
non-absorbable
chemical
called polyethylene glycol. It
passes through your system,
bringing water with it, which
makes stool less hard and easier to pass. It is very safe for
short-term use. If used excessively, it can pull sodium and
potassium out of a person's sys-

tem.
If you are taking in enough
fiber, it should be possible to
decrease the MiraLAX without
worrying about constipation
again, but it's OK to use MiraLAX as needed.
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer individual questions, but will incorporate them
in the column whenever possible. Readers may email questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu.
(c) 2020 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

If You

See

Something

Say
Something
Report
Suspicious Activity

1 (855) Fla Safe
1(855)3527233

(c) 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All rights reserved

This Month In History:
• July 16, 1969 - The Apollo 11 Lunar landing mission began with a liftoff from Kennedy Space Center
at 9:37 a.m.

By Lucie Winborne
• In July 1999, four ladybugs and their favorite food,
aphids, were sent into space on
NASA's Columbia space shuttle to research how aphids escaped the ladybugs without the
aid of gravity.
• The first documented use
of toilet paper comes from 6thcentury A.D. China.
• There are more than
40,000 toilet-related injuries in
the U.S. each year.
• The University of Liverpool Library reported that
someone used a plasticwrapped slice of "undetermined" cheese as a bookmark
in one of its returned books.
The library tweeted a photo of
the offending item with the
caption, "This is not a bookmark," prompting responses
that ranged from "Well, not
anymore after you removed it"
to "No whey."
• When Benjamin Franklin
invented his own harmonica, it
became so popular in Europe
that Mozart and Beethoven
composed music for it.
• Research has shown that
everyone has up to six doppelgangers. However, your
chance of actually meeting one
of your own in your lifetime is
only 9%.
• Shoppers have proved
willing to pay a premium for
cage-free, organic or wildcaught ingredients. But can
they trust their suppliers? Sure,
with the use of a tracking device. ZhongAn Online, a Chinese insurance company, has
outfitted more than 100,000
chickens with sensors uploading information such as how
much exercise each chicken
gets and what it ate. The company is also working on facialrecognition technology so
consumers can one day ensure
the organic chicken they saw
on the farm is the one that ends
up on their plate.
• In 1969, passengers on a
hijacked plane thought they
were on a prank-ridden camera
show because "Candid Camera" host Allen Funt also was
on board.
***
Thought for the Day:
"Keep away from people who
try to belittle your ambitions.
Small people always do that,
but the really great make you
feel that you too can become
great."
—Mark Twain
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Fiscal Year 2022 Cooperative
Funding Initiative Workshop:
Sharing information with stakeholders and the public concerning the Fiscal Year 2022
Cooperative Funding Initiative.
District staff will discuss how to
access funding applications and
information packets. All or part
of this meeting may be conducted by means of communications media technology to
allow maximum participation.
Additional instructions regarding
viewing of and participation in
the meeting are available on the
District’s website at WaterMatters.org or by calling 1-800-4231476 and requesting assistance.
DATE/TIME: Thursday, Aug. 6,
2020; 10 a.m.
PLACE: SWFWMD, 2379 Broad
Street, Brooksville, FL 34604.
Staff only as currently SWFWMD
offices are closed to the public
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Members of the public may view
the meeting online at WaterMatters.org/CFI via Microsoft Teams
at
https://bit.ly/2O96AUw
(choose the web option and the
Chrome browser is recommended) or listen and provide
comments via phone at 888585-9008 conference code 346054-201.
A copy of the agenda may be
obtained by contacting: WaterMatters.org – Boards, Meetings
& Event Calendar; 1(800)4231476 (FL only) or (352)7967211.
The Southwest Florida Water
Management District (District)
does not discriminate on the
basis of disability. This nondiscrimination policy involves every
aspect of the District’s functions,
including access to and participation in the District’s programs
and activities. Anyone requiring
reasonable accommodation as
provided for in the Americans
with Disabilities Act should contact the District’s Human Resources Bureau Chief, 2379
Broad St., Brooksville, FL
34604-6899; telephone (352)
796-7211 or 1-800-423-1476 (FL
only), ext. 4703; or email ADACoordinator@WaterMatters.org.
If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the
agency using the Florida Relay
Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD)
or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).
If any person decides to appeal
any decision made by the
Board/Committee with respect
to any matter considered at this
meeting or hearing, he/she will
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceeding is
made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence
from which the appeal is to be
issued.
For more information, you may
contact: Lauren.Vossler@watermatters.org; 1-800-423-1476
(FL only) or (352)796-7211,
x4400 (Ad OrderEXE0743)
7:23c
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Strange
But True

The Southwest Florida Water
Management
District
(SWFWMD) announces the following public meeting to which
all interested persons are invited:
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Comfort Foods Made

NOTICE OF TAX FOR SCHOOL CAPITAL OUTLAY
The Hardee County School Board will soon consider a measure to continue to impose a 1.500 mill property tax for
the capital outlay projects listed herein.
This tax is in addition to the School Board's proposed tax of 4.423 mills for operating expenses and is proposed
solely at the discretion of the School Board.
The capital outlay tax will generate approximately $2,621,990 to be used for the following projects:
CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING
Purchase generators for Transportation and District office/IT
New fencing and gate at Pioneer Career Academy
New shade structure for playground at Hilltop Elem.
MAINTENANCE, RENOVATION, AND REPAIR
Reimburse the General Fund for costs of maintenance, renovation, and repair as permitted by Florida Statutes.
Replace/ renovate air conditioning chillers, controls, air handlers and equipment (Districtwide)
Renovate flooring as needed Districtwide.
Renovate underground water supply and drainage system at North Wauchula Elem
Replace two air handlers at Hardee Sr. High
Engineering for fire alarm system at Hardee Sr. High
Replace intercom system at Hardee Sr. High (phase 1)
Replace covered walkway at Bowling Green Elem. (phase 1)
Renovate student bathrooms at Hilltop Elem
MOTOR VEHICLE PURCHASES
Purchase two (2) school buses
Purchase two (2) cargo vans including roof ladder racks and interior storage for Facilities Dept.
NEW AND REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT, COMPUTER AND DEVICE HARDWARE AND OPERATING SYSTEM
SOFTWARE NECESSARY FOR GAINING ACCESS TO OR ENHANCING THE USE OF ELECTRONIC AND DIGITAL INSTRUCTIONAL CONTENT AND RESOURCES, AND ENTERPRISE RESOURCE SOFTWARE
Purchase equipment, computer-related equipment, electronic learning devices and digital classroom equipment
(Districtwide)
New playground equipment at North Wauchula Elem.
Upgrade network wiring and power supply (Districtwide)
Update fiber trunk at Wauchula Elem.
PAYMENT FOR RENTING AND LEASING EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AND SITES
Annual leasing of portable buildings for Information Technology Dept.
PAYMENT OF PREMIUMS FOR PROPERTY AND CASUALTY INSURANCE NECESSARY TO INSURE THE EDUCATIONAL AND ANCILLARY PLANTS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Insurance premiums on District facilities
All concerned citizens are invited to a public hearing to be held on July 27, 2020, at 5:05 P.M., in the School Board
meeting room located at 230 South Florida Avenue, Wauchula, Florida.
A DECISION on the proposed CAPITAL OUTLAY TAXES will be made at this hearing.
7:23c

Fast And Healthy
By Healthy Exchanges

ZUCCHINI HAM PASTA
SALAD
When the temperature and
the heat index create readings
of 100 in the shade, you definitely need a plan of action for
supper that doesn't add to the
problem. Bring this to the supper table and see if you don't
become an instant hero!
3/4 cup fat-free Ranch dressing
1/4 cup fat-free mayonnaise
1/4 cup reduced-fat Parmesan cheese
1 1/2 cups cold cooked rotini
pasta, rinsed and drained
1 cup chopped unpeeled zucchini
1 1/2 cups cherry tomatoes,
halved
1/2 cup sliced fresh mush-

rooms
3/4 cup reduced-fat Cheddar
cheese
1 1/2 cups diced 97 percent
fat-free ham
1. In a large bowl, mix
Ranch dressing, mayonnaise
and Parmesan cheese. Add rotini pasta, zucchini, tomatoes
and mushrooms. Mix well to
combine. Stir in Cheddar
cheese and ham.
2. Cover and refrigerate for
at least 30 minutes. Gently stir
again just before serving.
Serves 6 (1 full cup each).
• Each serving equals: 151
calories, 3g fat, 7g protein, 24g
carb., 557mg sodium, 2g fiber;
Diabetic Exchanges: 1 1/2
Meat, 1 Starch, 1 Vegetable.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

The Road To Recovery Starts Here
Substance Abuse Hotline

1 (800) 662 4357
NOTICE OF BUDGET
HEARING
The Hardee County School Board will soon consider
a budget for fiscal year 2020-21. A public hearing
to make a DECISION on the budget AND TAXES will
be held on Monday, July 27, 2020, at 5:05 P.M., in
the School Board meeting room located at 230
South Florida Avenue, Wauchula, Florida.

7:23c
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SUBSCRIPTIONS MAKE EXCELLENT GIFTS
Do You Have A Friend or Family Member With A
Birthday or Anniversary
Child In College or The Military
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A Community Approach To Protect Water Quality
poor water quality.
Florida's freshwater is naturally
After the community evaluation,
susceptible to contamination,
Guest Column
homeowners can adopt a host of benlargely because of its unique sandy
By Don Rainey
eficial strategies to seek improvesoils and interconnected surface
ments.
The
Florida-Friendly
Regional Specialized Water Agent
and groundwater systems. As
Landscaping™ (FFL) Nine Principles
Floridians, we rely on surface and
UF/IFAS Extension SW District
provide an excellent set of guidelines
groundwater systems such as lakes,
to follow. The first principle, "Right
wetlands, aquifers and urban green
Plant, Right Place," helps residents select appropriate plants and
spaces to protect and foster renewable resources. For example,
materials to renovate the site. Another strategy is to utilize Lowwetlands can immobilize nutrients and heavy metals, thereby
Impact Development/ Green Infrastructure design techniques,
helping to restore freshwater supplies. Homeowners who take
such as vegetative swales or rain gardens, to manage and treat
a community-level approach to sustain these systems can make
stormwater onsite.
a difference.
Additionally, FFL principles serve a "functional" purpose for
HOAs and neighborhood residents can evaluate themselves
neighborhoods and communities to protect water quality.
to address reported sources of nutrients and pathogens affecting
UF/IFAS research suggests residential landscapes can play a
water quality in their watershed (How's My Waterway). A
primary role in protecting water quality. For example, ornamenscorecard evaluation consisting of UF/IFAS Extension recomtal plants and trees provide "rainfall interception" to temporarily
mendations can help residents identify and resolve existing endisplace rainfall and reduce volume spikes in stormwater
vironmental issues based on their landscape design, plant
runoff.
selection, soil type, irrigation and maintenance practices.
Evaluation Example:
Why reevaluate an existing landscape? The disconnect be–Evaluate: Address narrow, confined sidewalks and drivetween urban landscape design, plant selection, site preparation
way plant beds that may contribute to nutrient loading, for exand recommended plant installation and maintenance practices
ample, nutrient-rich runoff from fertilizer, reclaimed water
poses unintended consequences. Often, individual expectations
irrigation, soil erosion, and sediment, and grass clippings that
of the designer, builder and homeowner lead to an endless cycle
collect on hard surfaces.
of over-pruning, over-application of chemicals, nutrients, water
–Renovate: Select plants based on UF/IFAS Extension recand plant replacement. In the end, it's essential to understand
ommendations to minimize applications of plant nutrients, wahow these interrelated practices may lead to nutrient loss and

★

tering requirements, pruning, edging, and associated organic
debris waste.
–Communicate: Reach out to the community and local
stormwater manager to review the project goals. Determine and
set baselines to monitor water quality affects, for example,
downstream turbidity and aquatic conditions.
–Demonstrate: Provide a tour to reinforce the importance of
protecting natural resources by educating friends and neighbors.
So, take a second look around and evaluate how your community can take action to protect water quality and sustain natural resources. If a project proves to be overwhelming, seek
help from landscape professionals, your county or city
stormwater department and your local UF/IFAS Extension
agent. Remember, only water goes down the storm drain.
Florida's water quality is essential to our economic, social, and
environmental way of life.
Don Rainey is the regional specialized water agent for the
UF/IFAS Extension Southwest District of Florida. Contact him
at drainey@ufl-.edu.

★

COURTESY PHOTOS/UF/IFAS

Renovate: replace the narrow strip of turfgrass with an
alternative groundcover or mulch.

Renovate: remove misplaced plantings that are water
quality risks.

Letter To The Editor

After 30 years of service to the Hardee County
Sheriff’s Office, our beloved Aunt Rosie
and sister is running for the
Sheriff of Hardee County.

Albritton Book Author
Thanks Herald-Advocate

Please vote
for ‘Rosie’ on Tuesday, August 18th, 2020.
Rosie’s long standing motto is “If you call, I will come”.
Please visit her website & facebook page for more information about her campaign.
www.rosieforhardee.com and www.facebook.com/rosieforhardee

We love you Rosie!
Neda, Ellie, Valerie, Stephanie & family.
Also extended family, Michelle, Emory, Vivian, & Christina.

★

Paid Political Advertisement paid for by Neda Cobb, Approved by Rosie Wendell, Republican for Hardee County Sheriff.
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Dear Editor:
The first time I met Mr. Jim
Kelly was in front of The Herald-Advocate building. I asked
this man cutting the hedge if
he was the boss since he was
the only one I saw working.
He laughed and said he was.
That laugh at my remark
told me he made friends easy.
I said I wanted to do some research. He said see the ladies
inside, and I promised him a
copy when it was printed.
I brought him a copy. We
talked about the Albrittons,
and he asked if I would write a
news article to maybe sell
some books and I agreed.
Sometime later, I gave him
the article, but Mr. Kelly is
more than just the owner —
he's a newspaper man.
He read my 500-page book
that I worked on for 40 years
and condensed it down to a full

page that listed most of the
highlights of an Albritton family. What an accomplishment,
something I could never do.
Now, as the country boy
would say, I told you all of that
to tell you this. I want to thank
The Herald-Advocate staff for
their friendliness and help. But
most of all to someone I could
call a friend, Mr. Jim Kelly.
Thank you.
James J. Albritton
Bartow
Editor's note: James J. Albritton is the author of James M.
Albritton — Three Generations of Connecting Families.
A full-page article on his book
was published in The HeraldAdvocate on July 2, 2020. A
copy of the book can be purchased for $40 plus $5 shipping by texting James
Albritton at 813-677-8854.

