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or a poisoned wheat bran bait containing 5 percent toxaphene
may be applied at the same rate per acre. It is important to have
the corn free of budworms at tasseling time, since the worms
migrate into the young ears and cause heavy damage. After
feeding into the ears these worms cannot be controlled.

Producers of small acreages of corn and home gardeners may
use a knapsack or compression-type sprayer for budworm con-
trol. The DDT spray should be directed into the buds and from
each side of the plants to get adequate coverage. This means
three trips to each row with a single-nozzle sprayer. Dusting is
equal to hand spraying and a 5 percent DDT dust may be applied
at weekly intervals with a rotary hand duster. The dust should
be applied at about 35 pounds per acre and directed into the buds.
After the plants have reached about two feet or more in height
budworms may be controlled with poisoned baits. A 5 percent
toxaphene-wheat bran bait has been effective when a small pinch
was applied to each bud.

Insect Control During the Silking Period

Corn Earworm.-If budwords are present when the tassels
begin to show, applications of 5 percent DDT or 5 percent toxa-
phene dust should be made before the silks appear to control
these pests before they migrate into the ears. However, if no
budworms are present the first treatment with DDT should be
applied when the silks begin to appear and subsequent applica-
tions should be made at three-day intervals until the silks have
turned brown. This requires from four to six applications. Five
percent DDT dust is recommended at the rate of 35 pounds per
acre with ground-powered dusters, if available. The dust should
be directed at the silks. Airplanes may be used for applying the
dust if ground equipment is not available. Small acreages may
be dusted with a rotary-type hand duster. Applications should
be made when the air is calm, and late afternoon treatments
appear more effective than early morning applications.

The most effective method of controlling corn earworms has
been an oil-pyrethrum injection into the tips of the ears when
the silks wilt but before they turn brown. This method is rather
laborious and slow, and consequently is not used extensively by
large growers. For growers of small plots this method would
give a much higher percentage of worm-free ears than dusting.
A white mineral oil containing about 0.2 percent pyrethrins should


