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Insect Control From Germination to the Silking Period
One of the most critical problems in sweet corn production is

in protecting the stand from the time the seed germinate until
the corn reaches about 8 inches in height.

Cutworms.-In many cases cutworms are present in the soil
when the seed is planted, and a moderate infestation of these
pests is capable of destroying entire plantings of young corn if
control measures are not initiated. The first evidence of cut-
worm damage is rather deceiving, with a tiny corn plant cut here
and there appearing far less serious than is actually the case.
These worms feed upon several plants each night and soon merge
into migrating colonies where the infestation is heaviest. The
second stage of this cutworm damage appears as small irregular
areas in which all of the plants have been destroyed. From
this period to total destruction of the field is only a matter of a
few days, since the worms assume true armyworm tactics of
feeding night and day in large colonies. It is recommended that
the grower check the entire planting closely for cutworm damage
as soon as the corn germinates, and make subsequent inspections
every other day until certain no cutworms are present. If cut-
worms are found, a poisoned bait of 3 pounds Paris green per 100
pounds wheat bran with water, molasses or SAE-20 oil added
as a sticker should be applied at once at the rate of 25 pounds per
acre.

The bait should be broadcast evenly over the area in the late
afternoon, and may be applied by hand or by airplane. If the
bait is to be applied by hand, water or molasses may be added as
a sticker at the rate of 1 gallon of molasses per 100 pounds bran
plus enough water to moisten slightly but not wet the bait.
Moist baits should be applied soon after they are made. If the
bait is to be applied with an airplane, 1 gallon of SAE-20 oil may
be substituted as a sticking agent. Do not apply the bait if a
rain is expected that night, since heavy rains destroy the ef-
fectiveness of poisoned baits. Do not throw large amounts of
bait on corn plants, or burning will result.

A 5 percent toxaphene or 5 percent DDT dust may be applied
in the late afternoon at the rate of 35 pounds per acre in place of
baiting. Dusts should be applied when the air is still. Growers
in the Everglades have controlled cutworms attacking young
corn with 1 to 11/2 quarts of 25 percent DDT emulsion or 4 pounds
of 50 percent wettable toxaphene per 100 gallons of water ap-


