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the plow as it turns the soil the grower can determine whether
wireworms are present. A method of determining the presence
of wireworms in soil after it is plowed consists of placing Irish
potatoes in the soil with stakes placed as markers. If these
potatoes are left for about five days and then dug and examined
wireworm damage will indicate an infestation if the pests are
present in large numbers. A third method of determining the
presence of wireworms consists of a hardware cloth screen
made into a sifter. Samples of soil taken over the farm may be
sifted and any wireworms present may be found.

Cutworms feed upon a wide variety of weeds and grasses
and are often present in soils with weed and grass cover crops.
When the land is plowed the weeds and grass are destroyed but
the cutworms remain in the soil for some time following cultiva-
tion. If the soil is prepared well in advance of planting many of
the worms will be starved out. However, if the corn is planted
immediately following plowing, the cutworms may destroy the
entire crop within a few days after it germinates. It is therefore
recommended that the land be prepared as far ahead of planting
as is possible, with one and two months before seeding being
desirable.

Planting the Crop

To produce a high yield of good quality corn it is necessary to
use a fertilizer formula which fits the particular soil type where
the corn is to be grown and to apply this fertilizer in ample
quantities to insure vigorous growth. Fertilizer formula, rate
and placement recommendations may be obtained from the
Florida Agricultural experiment Station. If corn must be
planted where wireworms are present, an insecticide may be
mixed with the fertilizer and applied to the soil before seeding.
This method of wireworm control is in the experimental stage,
but preliminary work 4 indicates that about 2 pounds of technical
chlordane per acre applied with the fertilizer before seeding will
reduce damage caused by wireworms. The best control was ob-
tained where the fertilizer-insecticide was placed in bands below
the seed. This treatment has not proven adequate for cutworm
control.

4Wireworm control studies conducted by W. H. Thames, Assistant
Entomologist, Everglades Experiment Station.


