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Corn-silk Fly.-The corn-silk fly, Euxesta stigmatias Loew,
(Figs. 6 and 7), an Otitid fly, at times prove a serious pest. It
has caused severe damage to sweet corn in the Everglades area.
Larvae causing the damage are about 3/8 inch long when mature.
Damage to the ear results from their working between the rows
of grain, entering the kernel at the base, hollowing out the kernel
and going on to the next kernel. Damage is generally to the tip
of the ear but sometimes they work on down the entire length.
In most cases the husk has to be removed before their presence is
noted. The adult is a small fly of a dark metallic green color
with black bands on the wings. The wings are often in motion
even when the fly is at rest. The adults are usually found around
the tassels and silks where moisture is present.

Corn Lantern Fly.-The corn lantern fly, Peregrinus maidus
Ashmead, is a slender yellowish-green insect about 1/6 inch in
length which collects in the buds and axils of the corn plant. It
is most destructive to young corn and large numbers sometimes
kill the plants. Corn that has reached the tasseling stage is not
severely injured by this insect.

Lesser Cornstalk Borer.-The lesser cornstalk borer, Elasmo-
palpus lignosellus (Zell.), at times is a serious pest of corn. The
larva is a bluish-green caterpillar that bores into the stem at the
surface of the ground and tunnels up and down in it, causing the
young plant to wilt and die. The larvae do not remain in their
tunnels except for feeding but are usually found in the soil in
a thin silken tube which is covered with sand and excrement.

Cutworms.-Several species of cutworms attack corn but no
attempt is made to separate the species. Damage is caused by
the larvae cutting off the young plants.

Wireworms.-Several species of wireworms attack corn. The
larvae are long, slender, hard, brown worms that feed below the
surface of the ground, boring into the plant and often causing it
to wilt and die. The larvae are most destructive to sprouting
corn.

Experimental Data, 1946-1948
Introduction

Investigations on the control of insects attacking sweet corn
have been conducted at the Vegetable Crops Laboratory, Braden-
ton; Central Florida Experiment Station, Sanford; and Ever-


