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TRUCK AND RAIL SHIPPING TESTS, 1949-51

SOURCE OF FRUIT AND HANDLING PRIOR TO PACKING
AND SHIPPING

During 1949, 1950 and 1951 shipping tests were made from
Florida to terminal markets in Washington-Baltimore and Pitts-
burgh areas. The tests were made from December to June
and originated in the various production areas of Florida in
order to include tomatoes grown under different climatic con-
ditions and production methods. The tomatoes were obtained
from the regular commercial harvests after they had been
hauled to the packinghouse and waxed, graded and sized.

The fruits included in the various containers of any one test
shipment were obtained from the same field, were of the same
general size and grade, and were handled as nearly alike as
possible in the packinghouse so that differences in injury dur-
ing transit could be attributed to the containers. Detailed
records were made on production practices used in growing
the tomatoes, weather conditions, number of harvests, condition
of the plants and other factors which might be of value in
explaining any unusual conditions of the tomatoes after ship-
ping and ripening. Limitations imposed by the nature of the
work made large-scale testing virtually impossible.

TYPES OF CONTAINER AND PACKING METHODS

The 30-pound lug box (61/4 x 131/4 x 151/" inside dimensions)
place-packed with paper-wrapped tomatoes was used as a stand-
ard for comparison with other containers in these experiments
(Figure 1). The rough shook and protruding staples used in
its construction and the high bulging lid were characteristic
of the standard unlined lug box used in Florida.

At the time of these tests both the orchard-type (123/1 x 14 x
161/2") and the long-type (11 x 11 x 22") field boxes (Figures
2 and 3) were readily accepted by the industry for truck ship-
ment. They were made of heavy, finished lumber with a cleat
across the top of the ends, reinforced by metal strips. They
were used without protective inner liners, but heavy paper
pads were sometimes placed over the top of the jumble-packed
fruits.

In 1949 many 60-pound wirebound, Tomato-All-Bound (TAB)
boxes (11 15/16 x 11 15/16 x 18 3/,"), were used for shipping


