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they feed on stamens, pistils and young berries. When numerous
they can cause blossom drop or the young berry may remain hard
and brown and fail to grow. They usually are found in the field
in the late spring after the picking season, but may infest blos-
soms.

Control.-Nicotine is the most effective control for flower
thrips. Dusts are very effective but the mixture must be fresh.
Nicotine dusts should be applied when it is warm (above 600 F.)
and quiet. These conditions are rarely present where needed, so
nicotine sulfate applied as a spray at 1 pint of the 40 percent
emulsion per 100 gallons of water is more satisfactory. In those
areas where parathion is used, apply 1 pound of the 15 percent
wettable per 100 gallons of water or else a 1.5 percent dust. Gen-
erally, 1 or at most 2 applications are all that is required after
flowering has begun.

CUTWORMS AND ARMYWORMS

Several species of cutworms and armyworms attack straw-
berries but no attempt is made here to separate the species.
Damage is caused by the larvae cutting off the young plants or
leaves. They also feed on the berries, sometimes cutting the
fruits from the plants. They are found in the field and in the
nursery, especially in early fall.

Control.-The control measures used against wireworms are
effective against cutworms and armyworms. Again, if these
pests appear when the fruit is set, use granular 5 percent chlor-
dane.

INSECTS OF LESSER IMPORTANCE

CRICKETS

Field crickets, Gryllus sp., in the past have been destructive
but now are seldom seen since the new organic insecticides have
been in use.

Control.-Apply 5 percent chlordane, 10 percent DDT dust
or 2 percent chlordane bait.

STRAWBERRY FLEA BEETLE

This flea beetle, Altica ignita (Illiger), is a bronze-colored in-
sect about 1/5 inch long that damages strawberry leaves by eat-
ing round holes in them. They are most frequently found in the
fall on early set plants.

Control.-Apply 10 percent DDT dust as for others.


