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Make the first application after plants start growing and the
second when the berries form. This may be a 5 percent dust at
20 pounds per acre, a spray using wettable powder at 1 pound
active ingredient per acre or 5 percent granules at 20 pounds per
acre in bands placed on both sides of the plant. Do not use the
emulsion concentrate because it may injure the plants. When
berries form, apply only the 5 percent granular material directly
to the plant and around it. The nature of the granular material
permits it to roll off the fruit so that there can be no residue
problem. The presence of the granule on the leaf or plant will
not have any effect on the residue that might be on the fruit.

2. Aldrin Treatment.-This material, similar to chlordane, is
also used by many growers. It has been effective against wire-
worm in other parts of Florida and in general throughout the
eastern United States. However, results have been erratic in
tests at Bradenton. For this reason aldrin is not listed as a fav-
orable control. It should be used at the rate of 4 or 5 pounds
active ingredient per acre. Formulations are a 2-pounds-per-gal-
lon emulsion concentrate, and 2 gallons per acre are required for
a 4-pound active ingredient application. The 25 percent wettable
requires 16 pounds.

Fertilizer and insecticide formulations are custom mixtures,
so make application as quickly as possible because fertilizer mix-
tures tend to break down the insecticides and the insecticides be-
come ineffective. Use all of your mixture.

LESSER CORNSTALK BORER

The lesser cornstalk borer, Elasmopalpus lignosellus (Zell.),
at times is a serious pest of strawberry plants and fruits. It is
found throughout Florida feeding upon various cultivated crops
such as corn, Southernpeas, pepper, strawberries, beans, sugar-
cane and gladiolus. There are several wild host plants, of which
a preferred 1 appears to be nutgrass.

Wilting of the younger leaves of a plant is usually the first
indication of its presence. A carefully dug and lifted plant will
reveal a silken tube connected with the entrance hole at the base
of the injured seedling (Fig. 11). This silken tube covered with
sand and excrement may easily be mistaken for a root of the
plant. If this tube is torn open, the slender, extremely active
bluish-green larva about 2/3 inch long marked with dark-brown
longitudinal bands is exposed. The larva is very active and
jumps like a piece of spring wire. The larva does not remain in


