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ground. Missionary, for example, is a prostrate variety with
lower leaves lying against the soil, making an ideal place for mite
infestation and making it very difficult for control measures to
be effective.

The Northern or green 2-spotted mite, Tetranychus telarius
(L.), and the Southern lobed mite, T. lobosus Boudreaux, are
2 common species. T. lobosus is referred to as the red spider
mite. These mites are found on many weeds, so infestation is
simple. The 2-spotted mite is found on nightshade, pokeweed,
hairy indigo, gladiolus and many other plants. Plants shipped
in from Maryland, Tennessee, Arkansas and other localities in
the North, even though arriving in a defoliated condition, may
possibly harbor mites or eggs in the crown of the plant. These
plants are set in the nurseries for next year's runners.

T. lobosus has been seen on strawberries in the Plant City
area for over 30 years. This species is readily controlled with
dusting sulfur and, as a result of the rigorous control measures
used against another species of mite, is difficult to find in any
large populations. The green 2-spotted mite, first noticed in 1950
on eggplants and later on strawberries, is difficult to control with
those measures successful against the red spider mite.

Control.-Most strawberries are set in the field by the middle
of October and, depending upon market and weather conditions,
are plowed under some time in March or April. The plants are
growing during the cooler portion of the year, and this makes an
ideal condition for mite development. Growers who think that
weather conditions are unfavorable for mites sometimes neglect
to keep up their control program during cold weather, which
allows the mites to increase in numbers to the point that every
effort must be used to combat the pests. Plants injured by mites
suffer a lasting damage and seldom recover their former vigor-
The low soil temperature and cool nights that are ideal for mites
make it difficult to obtain adequate control.

The presence of 2 or more mite species may account for the
failure of miticides to control all infestations. Dusting sulfur,
for example, has always been effective against the red spider mite,
but the appearance of another species may necessitate the use
of other materials.

Parathion 15W applied at 2 pounds to 100 gallons of water has
been as effective under the same conditions as 2 percent dust.
However, parathion failed to control heavy, established infesta-
tions. Parathion, too, is poisonous and should not be handled


