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the size of strawberry seed, are most easily seen on diseased
leaf-stems.

The fungus can attack most of the cultivated crops and weeds
in central Florida. However, infection is seldom widespread.
Even in individual fields it is quite localized.

Control of this disease has been accomplished by the use of
pentachloronitrobenzene 3 as a spray at the rate of 10 pounds per
100 gallons. Only the diseased areas in the field are sprayed to
kill the fungus, since this fungicide is quite toxic to strawberry
plants if it remains in contact with the aboveground parts of the
plants.

NEMATODES

Three species of nematodes attack strawberry plants. The
root-knot nematode and sting nematode attack the roots. The
bud nematode infects buds and produces the disease known as
crimp or Frenchbud.

BUD NEMATODE

This nematode, Aphelenchoides besseyi (Ritzena Bos) Chris-
tie, does not actually get into the bud tissue. Instead it inhabits
the air spaces in the leaf buds and runner buds. It feeds by
puncturing the young tissues and sucking out the plant juices
by means of a stylet or tube. The saliva which it injects into
these young growing parts causes them to develop abnormally.
The young leaves are crimped, crinkled, darker green in color,
with reddish coloration on edges and veins (Fig. 6). The leaf
area may be greatly reduced; in some cases not much more than
mid-ribs develop. Plants infested with this nematode are prac-
tically worthless for fruit production.

The nematodes are most active during late spring to early fall,
when temperatures are well above 75 degrees. At the lower tem-
peratures occurring during late fall and winter the nematodes
are so sluggish that infested plants put on some normal growth.

Bud nematodes have been and still are spread from state to
state in shipments of nursery plants. The same thing happens
from field to field in local areas. Spread in individual fields is
accomplished by the nematodes swimming in the soil moisture
or being transported longer distances by heavy rains and flood
waters.

The nematodes can live in the soil for long periods. They
feed on 1 or more species of fungi which are present in the soil.
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