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Use of trade names in this publication is solely to provide specific in-
formation. It does not constitute a guarantee or warranty of the products
named and does not signify that they are approved to the exclusion of
others of suitable composition.

DISEASES

In the strawberry-growing areas of Florida there are several
important diseases. These will be described in detail according
to the time of year or weather conditions favoring their develop-
ment.

During the production of runner plants, especially in the sum-
mer period of abundant rainfall and high temperatures, a fungus
disease, anthracnose, causes a spotting and girdling of runners
and leaf stems and also a dry rot of the fleshy part of the plants.
During this same period any 1 of several soil-infesting fungi
may attack the plants and cause soft rots. Several different spe-
cies of nematodes may attack the roots and 1 attacks the buds
of plants.

During the fruiting season common leaf spot may appear on
leaves and gray mold on blossoms and on green and ripe fruit.

ANTHRACNOSE

This disease, which is most important in nursery beds, is
caused by the fungus Colletotrichum fragariae Brooks. The
fungus causes a spotting and girdling of runners and leaf stems.
It can grow from these parts into the fleshy part of the plant.
There it produces a dryrot which results in a wilting of the affect-
ed plant. The disease is most destructive during periods of high
temperatures and abundant rainfall. Runner spots are dark
brown to black and definitely sunken, with a rather sharp line of
demarcation between healthy and diseased tissue (Fig. 2). This
distinguishes them from similar spots on runners caused by sand
burn during periods of hot, dry weather. Sand burn spots are
lighter brown and sunken. Furthermore, the black spots caused
by the fungus can be definitely identified by examining them
under a 6X hand lens. Such spots are covered with tufts of
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