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Pounds Gain
Required

Calf -....................... ...... . .-----.... .......- .....-- ....... 300
Y earling .... ................... ........... ...... ........ ............ ...... 240
Two-year-old ......... --....... --..-.. .. --....... .- ....- -..........--.. 180

HEIFERS VERSUS STEERS

Heifers may be substituted for feeder steers but have certain
disadvantages. Heifers may be pregnant, which is undesirable
if pregnancy reaches an advanced stage before slaughter. Open
heifers repeatedly come in heat, thereby creating a disturbance
in the feedlot. The heat periods apparently cause little harm
except when steers and heifers are in the same pen. Evidence
also exists that heifers do not yield as desirable carcasses as
steers when finished because carcasses from heifers have less
marbling (interspersing of fat and lean) and heifer carcasses
have somewhat more internal fat (8).

Heifers can be expected to gain about as well as steers and
heifers fatten more rapidly. The latter is especially true when
heifer and steer calves are compared, since the heifers mature
earlier and consequently fatten more quickly than steers when
young. With older cattle there is less difference in the time
required to fatten heifers and steers, although heifers tend to
finish more quickly at any age.

FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE GAINS

Age, size and condition of feeder cattle, as well as the ration
fed, influence gains. Rate of gain increases with age and size
of feeder cattle. Of course, this fact is not to be taken as a
recommendation to purchase thin feeder cattle, for more gain
is required to finish thin cattle. Such factors as market prices
of feeder and fat cattle, supply of feed, and whether or not the
cattle are to be grazed before grain feeding will determine
whether thin or fleshy feeders are most desirable. Thin cattle
gain more rapidly than fat cattle, especially when the cattle
reach maturity. Fat calves may continue to gain after they
are finished because of growth, but the rate of gain of mature
steers decreases rapidly when they fatten.

TYPE OF FEEDER CATTLE

Beef type is a very important factor in feeder cattle. The
higher the type of feeder cattle, the less gain and feed required
to reach a given slaughter grade. For example, the Illinois
Station has fed good grade yearling feeder steers to the good
slaughter grade with 28.8 bushels of corn in 147 days, while


