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Rice Bran.-Rice bran was fed by a steer feeder in Gadsden
County in 1949. It compares favorably with shelled corn in feed
value when replacing no more than 25 to 30 percent of the corn,
but it probably should not be fed in larger amounts (14, 15, 20).
Rice bran becomes rancid with age and, consequently, should
not be stored for long periods.

PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS

Cottonseed Meal.-Cottonseed meal is the most widely used
protein supplement for beef cattle in the Southeast. It is an
excellent supplement, very palatable, and is a standard with
which other protein supplements in this area may be compared.

Two grades of cottonseed meal are sold in Florida, containing
36 and 41 percent protein. Unless the prices of corn and cotton-
seed meal are nearly equal, the 36 percent meal is probably
worth about 90 percent as much as 41 percent cottonseed meal.

Many cases of "cottonseed meal poisoning" have been reported
as resulting from feeding large amounts of cottonseed meal.
This condition is probably due to a deficiency of vitamin A rather
than to the toxicity of cottonseed meal. Vitamin A deficiency
is discussed more fully in the section on vitamins.

Soybean Oil Meal.-Soybean meal is as good as and possibly
s'ightly superior to cottonseed meal as a protein supplement for
fattening cattle. Furthermore, the soybean meal available in
the Southeast is often 4 percent higher in total protein than the
comparable grade of cottonseed meal.

In feeding trials, solvent process soybean meal has been equal
to hydraulic or expeller process soybean meal as a protein sup-
plement (17).

Peanut Oil Meal.-Peanut meal has compared favorably with
cottonseed meal in experimental feeding trials (17). The Texas
Station (12), however, found cottonseed meal to be more palat-
able, and steers fed cottonseed meal ate more feed. In this
experiment, carcass grades of the cattle fed peanut meal and
those fed cottonseed meal did not differ appreciably.

Mixed Protein Supplements.-Mixtures of protein supplements
may give slightly better results than single supplements (17).
For cattle fed to a moderate finish, however, it is doubtful that
the added cost of mixed supplements will pay in most cases.
The mixed supplements must contain as much protein as single
supplements to make them comparable.


