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Perhaps the best method of feeding molasses is by pouring
it on top of the grain mixture. Steer feeders in North Florida
are feeding molasses in this manner, and this procedure un-
doubtedly results in each steer getting a more proportionate
share of both molasses and dry feed than if the molasses is fed
in a separate trough.

Dried citrus pulp may be used to replace 25 to 50 percent of
the ground snapped corn in a fattening ration. The Texas
Station (13) found dried citrus pulp equal in feeding value to
ground snapped corn when replacing 25 percent of the corn but
less satisfactory when replacing 60 percent. The latter ration
was less palatable and more laxative and produced lower gains
and finish.

Oats.-In a three-year trial at the North Florida Station,
ground oats were found to be worth as much per pound as ground
snapped corn when replacing one-half of the ground snapped
corn in a steer-calf fattening ration (16). On the basis of this
experiment one bushel of oats (32 pounds) would be worth 40
percent as much as a bushel of snapped corn (80 pounds). If
protein supplements are relatively high priced, oats would have
a slightly higher value per pound because they contain more
protein than corn. It would take about one pound less of 41
percent protein supplement to furnish enough protein to bal-
ance 10 pounds of oats than to balance 10 pounds of ground
snapped corn.

Calves may utilize whole oats efficiently, but for older cattle
it usually pays to grind oats coarsely.

Cane Molasses.-Work at the Range Cattle Station indicates
that cane or blackstrap molasses is about equal in value to citrus
molasses (10). It is recommended that molasses not be used
to replace more than half of the corn in a fattening ration.

Grain Sorghum.-The grain sorghums are worth about 90
to 95 percent as much per ton as corn for fattening cattle (17).
Sorghum grain is comparable to shelled corn, and sorghum heads
are similar to snapped corn. Grain sorghums should be ground
for best results.

Sweet Potato Meal.-The Texas Station (19) found that de-
hydrated sweet potato meal is equal to ground shelled corn when
replacing one-half of the corn in a fattening ration. It is not
advisable to replace all of the corn with sweet potato meal be-
cause, when fed in large amounts, the sweet potato meal is
laxative and unpalatable.


