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best come thru hogs. Most of the farmers had meat and eggs
enough to supply their families, but there were a large number
that did not produce milk and butter enough for home consump-
tion. It would seem that every farm in this area should produce
enough milk and butter for home consumption.

Other sources of income made 3.2 percent of the receipts and
were derived largely from the sale of wood and lumber and from
labor done by the farmer and his teams off the farm.

EXPENSES

The distribution of expenses is shown in Table 5. Labor was
the biggest item of expense and constituted about one-third of
the total. The labor was composed of day labor, family labor,
contract labor and cropper labor; in addition to this the operator
on the average valued his labor at $251 per year. Day labor
was the most important, 80 percent of the farmers employing
day labor. Forty-five percent had contract labor which was
used mostly in picking cucumbers. Share-cropper labor was
less popular in this area and only 27 percent of the farmers
employed this type. Seventy-one percent had labor done by
the family in addition to the operator.

Fertilizer.-Over 93 percent of the farmers in this locality
used commercial fertilizer. It was the second highest item of
expense and was about equal to the next three items of expense.

Spray.--Twenty-three percent of the farmers sprayed all or
a part of their cucumbers. Spraying, according to the farmers
trying it, seems to have increased the yield and improved the
quality for the year in question. There was considerable doubt
among some of the farmers about whether spraying would pay
year in and year out. The actual expense of the spray material
was relatively low, but best results, it seems, are obtained from
a power sprayer and skill is required in applying the spray.

Seed.-Every farmer bought seed of some kind. If all the
farmers had saved their peanut seed, this expense would have
been reduced. Where peanuts were planted only for pasture
it was the common practice for the farmer to buy his peanut
seed. Both practices, however were used. Since the farmer
in this area is not very busy when peanuts should be harvested
he would probably find it profitable to save his own seed.

Containers.-The expense of containers varied directly with
the production of cucumbers, as cucumber containers consti-
tuted about 95 percent of all container cost.


