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County for the year 1923, is the first to be made under the aus-
pices of the Florida College of Agriculture.

A business analysis of 120 farms for the year 1923 in the
vicinity of Williston was secured. With a prepared question-
naire each farm was visited during January and February 1924,
and a record of the farm business was obtained from the oper-
ator. These data included a record of the value of real estate,
"livestock, machinery, feed and supplies at the beginning and
end of the year; receipts from each crop and other enterprises;
expenses such as labor, fertilizer, seed, etc., improvements;
taxes; insurance; and depreciation on buildings, machinery and
equipment.

The results have been tabulated and commented on in the
following pages, and may be used as a guide to other farmers
in the same or similar areas.

SOILS AND CLIMATE

Typical soils in this vicinity are Norfolk sand and Norfolk
sandy loam. Probably three-fourths of the farms studied
were composed of Norfolk sandy loam. Norfolk sandy loam
soils are better adapted to cucumbers and most other crops of
this section than the Norfolk sand.

The topography is gently rolling, affording good drainage.

The normal total precipitation for the year is about 53 inches,
over half of which falls during the months of June, July, Au-
gust and September.

The normal precipitation from January to May is about 17
inches and is distributed fairly evenly over the five months.
This is sufficient for the truck crops and it is only in abnormal
years that the crops suffer severely from lack of rain. Of the
120 farms studied, 11 at one time maintained irrigation plants.
,But none of these plants were operated at the time of this sur-
vey. Two outstanding reasons were given for the abandon-
ment of these plants: First, cucumbers could not be planted
continuously on the same land, making it necessary for the

:plant to be moved. This was so expensive that it did not pay.
Second, irrigation was needed only in abnormal years.

The average last killing frost in the spring is from the middle
to the last of February, and the first in the fall is from the first
":to the middle of December. This gives a growing season of
about nine months.


