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INTRODUCTION

Farm Management is the study of the business side of
farming, particularly of methods of management that tend to
make farming more profitable. Agricultural economists seek
to learn how farming may be made to pay better, and then
to place this knowledge before the farmers so that they may
adopt practices which pay best and thus increase their profits.

One of the ways of finding out good and bad policies in farm-
ing is by means of the farm survey. A farm survey is simply
an examination of a number of farms made for the purpose of
determining what methods of management have produced
most profits, and which have resulted in less profits or even
losses. The survey also endeavors to find out why certain
methods pay and others do not.

In making a farm survey, the investigators prepare a series
of questions relating to the farm work of the community to be
surveyed. They then interview a number of farmers in the
community, asking them to answer these questions from re-
sults that have actually been secured on their farms.

These answers are then studied in an effort to find why the
farmers who made most profits were successful, and why
the farmers who made least profits or losses were not success-
ful. Did the one do something the other should have done?
Did the other do something he should not have done? Was the
other farm too large or too small? Did the other farmer have
too much or too little capital invested?

If answers to these questions can be found by studying the
answers of all of the farmers in the community, then the farm-
ers who made losses or only small profits might adopt the profit-
able methods used by the others, and thus make more profits
themselves.

That, briefly, is the purpose of a farm survey. The one re-
ported in this bulletin, which covers the Williston area in Levy
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