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Protein contents generally were greatest for the bahiagrasses
and carpetgrass and least for pangolagrass.

During the late spring and summer months, the protein con-
tent of pangolagrass dropped rapidly after reaching a maximum
following fertilization. Under heavy fertilization and frequent
cutting, however, protein levels remained consistently high. This
tendency to "lose" protein rapidly was evident with the bermuda-
grasses, but less apparent with the bahiagrasses and carpet-
grass.

Dry matter contents were highest for the bermudagrasses,
followed by the bahiagrasses and then pangolagrass.

Deficiency of potassium generally resulted in a reduction
of grass growth, increased percentage protein contents, reduced
total amount of protein contained in the tops, lower potassium
contents, and increased weed populations.

Clipping frequently at a height of about 5 inches resulted in
larger yields for all grasses than clipping at a 21/½-inch cutting
height during a high fertilization program.

The bahiagrasses and pangolagrass more effectively pre-
vented grass and broadleaf weed encroachment, followed closely
by carpetgrass and then by the bermudagrasses. "Giant" pan-
golagrass and fescuegrass were poor weed competitors.
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